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CHAPTER II. 

TRADE. 

Section I. — Communications, 1702-I78S. 

CojfMUNiCATiOH liotwccii Bomliay Sion nml Maliiin vrsv’: for long 
oanietl on chielly hoal. The following papers relate to the dis,- 
]!)o«!il of the ferry eontraets ; 

^Jlic ])a‘?sage boats Ixjtwccn IMillum and Sion weie rented for one jeav 
at loy Xeraphins and one laicc per mouth from 1st August 1702 to 
Olsi July 1703.* 

The Bombfiy j^Irihim and Sion jiapsage boats were in rcbinary 
1751 put up foi a term of tlnce ycaib and lentcdby llayiiitnii ^ranekji 
and Dhanji Kuvarji, the Bombay boat at Ks. 525 and the Miilum and 
Sion Iwats at Ks. 1971 iior annum.' 

The foimcr tcmi of rent having cxpiied the farm was again let out 
in 1754'. The Bombay diary of the 12th March 1754 has the follow- 
ing ; Tliis being the day appointed for' letting out to farjii thn 
Bombay Mfihim and Sion baits, it is agjccd to jont the 

former on the same toi ms as last ycai . But the method alien cd in the hit o 
contiact in regard to the two hitter, of admitting the faniiei’ to levy a 
pcicenlage on certain goods according to their value, being not only 
very iircgular, as no one should collect an)' duties on the island but, tbV 
Honourable Company, but also liable to many abuses and impo'-itions, it 
is lesolvcd that it Ixs di'sconiimicd and fi eight collected only on jiassen- 
gera, cattle, and the quantities of goods brought over. 1 he Board then 
adjounicd to the warehouse to put the eontiacls iqi to farm.*, 

The Bombay passage boat was first put nji for a toim'of tiucc years 
and icntcd to Bayramji Mitnckji and Plianji Kuvaip at Ks. 390 poi 
annum. The IVIaliini and Sion passage boats weic next put nji on Ibe 
teims and conditions given below, and wnted to Ilusau Allaudin and 
Mulla Baud at Ks. G31 per annum/’’ 

Aiticlcs of agreement made .and v into between the Honourable 

Kiebard Bourcliiei lisquirc'’ '’OsidoV Goveinor of Bomliay and 

Council on the part and ■ United English East India 

Com])anY of the one pait, a ^ji ITusan Allaudin and iMnlla T){tn(l 
of the other part, for fanning h j said Honourable Company's hliiliim 
and Sion passage bod? for the tcim of tbiee years to commence from 
the 11th March 175'T at the late of Rs. 631 per annum : 

> 1 . That the said Codji Hiioau Allau(h‘ii and Mulla Ddud shall pay 
and make good to the said President and Council oi their succcssoi's 
the said sum of Ks. 03 1 per annum -for the term of three years in 


i 

Gov. Onler STiUi July 17fl'>^ Scp. Out L H. 7 of lO'lO . ]7f2, 180, 

s Bom. Gov Biarj 2filli l-Vl). 17r' . ‘uli. Dmiy 21 of 1701, 59. - 

i Bull. Diiwy 27 of 1751. 80 90.' 
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monthly paj'menl'? o£ R<!. 52-2-33, the fust o£ nhichimyrnonts fliall 
he made on the lltli diy o£ Maj next Hoi, and so to be continntd on ' 
the 11th day o£ ovoiy month ensuing, till the last monthly payment is 
made good, which shall be on the 11th day.o£.Apiil 1757, being one 
month a£tci the exinration o£ this cOntiact. 

2. That the said Codji Ilnsan AHaudin and Mnlla Band shall get 
thcii boat in icadincss at all times when le^Hiied for cairying the 
Government’s despatches or mescongcrs, and the Ilonouiablo Company 
shall pay their faie in case no other fi eight or passcngeis offer at tliat 
time, hut the peison who goes and comes with letters shall pay no 
ficight. 

3 That the farmei shall receive neither ftiorc nor less than the under- 
mentioned i-atcs for the passage of persons oi fi eight he may biing 
or cairy to or fiom the othci side, on penalty oE foifciting Rs .'iO fm 
evciy offence, half to the Honourable Company and half to the poison 
Jiom ivhom he leceives it, namclj' ; 

For cath peison that goes and icturns the same day ... 

Foi each man ■with a load of proi isions oi good*., not 

mentioned in the following list 

Fni each cow oi ox , . ... - 

T'fii each Imffalo • •• ••• «!• 

Toi each ass ••• ••• f • III 

Foi each coat , • • »•* ••• ••• 

For each horbc ••• *»• ••• ••• 

Foi a batty mill 

Foi a man's load of coir 

h'or a man's lo id of onjans . . 

Foi each bnndk of 40u0 ltoh.ilo Gallos or Sturgeons 
Foi each bundle of 4000 Bombalocs (Buniinclucs) , . 

Foi each corge of Fomjihiots 

For each corge of the hbli Ctilled Scci cs (Seers) 

Foi a bosket of fowls 

VoT each basket of long peppei 

Foi tiinbei •*. ... ... ... ■", 

Foi a wedding that goes and comes tlic same day 

For cncli bundle of 100 piccps of wood 

4i For Ecouiity o£ the paj-ment of the afoiesaid earn of RsT 631 per 
niuium for the .said teim of thiee years in manner afoieeaid, and for the 
dujB peifoimancc of the abo^e articles, the said Codji Ilnsan Alaui'n 
and JMulla Baud do hereby jointly and sepaiately hind themsehes 
their hens cxccutois and administintois to tlie said Govei-noi and 
Council and their successoiB in the penal sum of Es. 12,000 cuucnt 
money of Bombay. In 'n'ltncss ’u'hcicof they have hciennto set their 
liands and seals in Bombay Castle this 11th day of Match iVol and 
the countci part heieof to lemain M-ith Codji Ilusan Allaudin and 
Mnlla Bind The said Picsidcnt and Coimcil hath caused the common, 
seal of the said Honourable Comiianytoho afl'^ajd the day and year 
aboTC mentioned ‘ *' 

The Ihice yeais’ teim having expiicd the Bombay passao-e boat 
was again in Mai ch 1757 put np for thicc yeais on the foi mci craiditions 
to commence the 12th instant and rented- to BaviJirnii Jrdnckji fdi- 
Its. o93 pei annum, or Rs; 203 advance on the foimer icnt “ 
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'■ Tlie Bombay passage boat being again* in March 1760' put up’ for 
tin cc years on the same conditions -as befoicto commence the 12th 
instant, was farmed to Byrdmji Mdnckji as the high^t bidder for 
Il&.,501 per annum or Rs. 92 less than when last lented.^'r 

The Bombay passage boat was again in Maich 1763 xmt up .for 
a term .of . three years .to commence tlie . l2th instant on usual ebndi- 
■ tions and let to' the highest bidder Curwa- Bhat'* (IChdiya Bhnt for 
Rs. 675 pel annum or lls. 174( more than; what fqimeii}'^ let fpr." ' 

The Bombay ■ passage boat was .in May 17GS farmed out to 
Dlianji Kilvasji for thiee years at R,s. .500 per annum .or Rs. 92 less 
than the piescut Jease.^ i > , ' 

■ In Ma 5 ' 1771 'the sitting to lease the Bombaj’’ passage boat 
having been deferred until tliis day (the 21et) the ‘several iicisons 
attcnchng to bid for the same are noiv called in and the ’leaEC put uji to 
pnblicoutcry for three. 3 'eais on the. usual terms and conditions aiid 
Malcan Bowaji being the liighqst .bidder, it'is let to him at Rs. 705 
per annum, being Rs. 2 05, more than it was befoie leased fqi.* 

The lease of the Bombay passage boat was in June 1774 put up 
for tin ce j'ears agreeable to the notices theft had been aflbeed and on 
the customary conditions and iras lot to Sundai\p Rdihji for Rs. 1060 
per annum, being Rs. 355 per annum more than it last let for..® . 

‘ On the Itli Maieh 17 57 the Mdhim and Sion p.T.ssage boats were 
put up on the same conditions as before for tlirce years to commence the 
12tli instant and rented to Bbiku Kdniat for Rs. 1123 per annum, 
which is Rs. 491 gained on the old contract.® 

The IMdhim and Sion passage boats Tvere on the 4th March 1760 
put up on the former conditions and term of thiee j^ears to commence 
the 12th instant and rented to the present farmer Bhilcu Kdmat for 
Rs. 1385 per annum or Rs. 263 more per annum than ho now paj^s 
for thera.^ 

The hldliim and Sion passage boats being on the 8th hlarch 1763 
put up for the term of three j'cars to commence the 12th .instant, were 
Jet out to Sokiji Kildiiand Ghuldm Mohiuddin for Rs. 1650 or Rs, 265 ■ 
more than what thej- let for before.® , * i 

‘ On the 10th March 1766 the lease of the Mnhim and Sion passa'go 
boats expiring the llth instant, they were again put nil on’ the usual 
■conditions for a term of.threc j’ears.and let to Mdnckji Kharsedji and 
Bayramji Mdnekji for Rs. 1605 pei anniun, being Rs. 45 iier annum 
less than 'last lease.® 

* Tlus morning, the 30th March 1769, the Mahim and Sion passage 
boats were let out at public outcry to Bajrdm^i Manekji, the highest 
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'* Bom. Gov Biavy 4th Mar, 1760, Puh. T)inry 34 of 1760, 162» 

-Bom Gov, Dmry 8th Mar. 1703, Tuh Diary ,40 of 1763, '165. 

® Bom Gov. Diary 13th ‘May 1768, .Ihih. DiatySO of 1766, 290. 

■* Bom Go%. Diarj 21st May 1771, Puh Diary 07 of 1771, 403, 

® Bom. Gov.' Diary 3nl .Tunc 1774, Pub. Diary C3 of 1771, 393. 

® Bom. Go\, Diarj 4th Mar. 1757, Puh. Diary 30 of 1757, 66. 

" Bom Gov. Diarj 4th M.ar. 1760, Puh. Diary 34 of 1760, 162 - 163. 

8 Bom. Gov. Dmry 8th M.ir. 1763, Puh Diary 40 of 176J. 165, 

8 Bom.- Gov, Diary lOlhMnr. 1706, Puh. Diary 46 of 1766, 107 - 168. 
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llioy Jabt lut for. The Ic.u.c to coimncnce from I lie of AprU 
next.* 

On the 31tt Maifh 1772 the h-OFe of the iMi'ihini and Fi..n p.i'-'-affe 
boats was put to faim for thice jeni.s on tho iimi.i1 teuns and let 
to (iliiililiii itloliiiiddin, he l)eiiig the hiijhest^ bidder^ for B*^. liov jier 
annum oj Its, 70 less limn it vn.s last let for." 


WS. On the 2Slh ]\rauh 177.5 the Jrase of flic Slnhini and Sion jKis'.aw 

bojitf. ■\\.is put lip and let for the term nf thiPejeaii. on tlie '•‘■‘i™' 
conditions to Kamiifi and Caibin Prantiset) Be I’enha lor U^. -tCU 
per iinniim nr It®. lloU more than nlut it «as last let for.® 
iri7. .On the .“Ird J.aniiary 1777 the Miiliim .and Sum i«ss,j«,‘ limte were 

put up to farm for three yc.\rs and leased to Mnhaniniaibih T.irnpnri 
at Its. 2210 ])cr annum. Two ho.it(< hitherto hept at ^laliini at the 
Compain 's exiiciiFe were ordered to lie discontinued.* 
ino. TIic 22nd December 1779, licing the day fixed for Iwusinj; out the 

^lilhiin and Sion p.is«n"t* hoals, the Boaid after doin'; the I’nbln* De- 
parlmcni hiisinos'! ropolvcd into a Itcveiiiip Deiiarlriienl and .ad.iniiniLil 
to the lower Inll to lea'cout the Miihiin and Sum passage Ixnls. M hen 
the Board met for that piiqwsC, it was snirscsted to them that allowing 
the tinner a "m.all boat in adihfion to the large one i\oiild on many 
aeeomits inahc the linn more beneficial to the Jloiioumhle Compani. 
'Jlic Boaid therefore ni;rcod to it under (he following restriction, w hit 1» 
they oidcred accordingly mnsl be inecrtcd as an aildition.il cbinsc in 
Ibo k*.ise, namely ; Tluit tlie tinner besides the l.irge Im-it sltd] !«} 
peiinitted to hoop a Finall one for the conienience of those jicrsonB 
■who may choose to m.ake use of it in preference to the Laigc li"af or 
out of the usual hours for the laige hoats p.a<!ring or n*p.issing ; and to 
collect from sucli persons the stated fee for the largo boat, besiili's a fee 
foi tlic sm.all one. But lie must cng.agc, under penalty of such fine as 
siu.U be iniliclcd on liim by the Chief of Mnliim, that the laige boat 
sliall always pass and icjiass at the usual hours for the areommrd.if ion 
ot jjassengers and fi eight, and tliat no means fIuII lie practised to oldige 
ilie people to make hh * vi the small boat contniry to their inclination. 
Tills ^clause heliig explained to the hi'staiiden!, thi’y 111*01 ]icrfectly 
Miiislicd therewith. This additional clause in the lease li.iiing lieen 
thus previously icrjucsted and ngrcctl to, the £um w. as put up and 1 c.is(h 1 
out for till cc years to Mnliammnd.ah Wntpun for Its, 3170 per annum, 
being Ils, 9G0 more tlun the List.® 

Street IralHcb _ following extracts show the condition of the road lietwccn 
.Sion-JW Tlodcl, Domkiy and Sion. The Bom1»y dura- of the 9lh June 1767 lia-s the 
lollowang : Tlie Collector icports tliat tlio proprietors of fomc ground 
occupied for the road fiom Sion to Parol liaic not been p.aid for the 
same, nor liad any otlicr groimd assigned them in lieu of it. It is 
thcicCoic oidcicd tliat its i-aluo bo made good to them,® 


’ Bom Gov. 3Dinrjr SOtli M.ar. l/CT, Pul) Dior” 
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The Bombay diary o£ the l.'ith May 1770 has the following rccoid 
of the Boaid's Consultation on that day regaiding tho Bombay-Sion 
road ; A direct road from Bombaj* to Sion Boit is much Avanted as the 
present one is only passable in the rainy season to Vadala Ttank -nhich 
IS about one mile bej'ond Paid, by which means the only w.ay of con- 
Ycjing cannon or other stoics thither, should the same be found 
necessaiy, is round about by -Mdhim, and this too a very indifferent 
way. It is therefoic ordeicd that a load be immediately set about 
accordingly. And this on account of the high and waste grounds 
fiom Vadfda Taiilc to Sion, may be performed at an easy expense as 
the batty giounds, -which null besides be taken up for it, produce only 
a toka of 3 vindds 12 phards 10 adholis of batty for wliich a suitable 
allowance must be made to the farmci-s.^ 

The following iclatcs to the building of Sion causoivny. On the IGtli 
November 1799 the Chief Engineer Mr. Rolicit Nicholson wiitcs to 
Government; IVc liave altogctlicr received Rs 8000 wliich is now 
nearly expended. I am of opinion tliat if Rs. 8000 moie is 
allowed for this work (Sion causeway) the w’holc mil lie comjiletcd 
in about six months. It will then be 15 feet unde .at the top and 
considei-ably aboA’e the highest spiing tides. I have the further 
satisfaction to inform you that during the late sevcie storm, in -which 
it may be supposed the ivatcr was vciy much agitated, not a 
single stone -u’as displaced. The icason tliat it is impossible to fix a 
shorter date than six months for its completion, is that wn arc now 
so far advanced into tlie river that that p.art of tlie causeway which is 
not yet -begun upon, can be w’orked at only for three tides in the 
month until it is considerably mised above tlie foundation. The above- 
mentioned sum is not wanted at once, but sliall Ixi drawn in sucdi suras 
as the pi ogress of the work may require. This fiirtlicr sum of Rs. 8000 
wns sanctioned by Government on the 19th November 1799, -when they 
added that the work might be finished as substantially and speedily as 
possible.® 

Qn the representation of the grand jury the Court of Sessions 
icquestcd that Government be pleased to order tliat the public loads of 
the island in geneial and tho streets of the toivn be properly repaired at 
the Honourable Companj-^s expense. At their Consultation, the 26th 
August 1769, Government observe; The public roads are now 
rcpaiiing and tho streets arc under the c.are of the scavenger -who 
must repair them; the charge to be defrayed by the land paymaster 

Tlie following papers contain various ordcis published in older to 
icgulatc traffic in the streets of Bomlxiy ; Letter from Mr. A lnv^ndo r 
Callander Oleik of the Peace, to the President, dated Boinbay Town 
Hall Islth January 1770. In consequence of a presentment imde tins 
day by the Grand Jury to His Majestj'^s justices in sessions assembled 
they have ordeicd me to communicate to your Honour their recom- 
mendation that you -will please to cause tlie proclamation— formerly 
issued foibidding the natives to diive their hackeries in a violent manner 


1 Pnt. Diary 55 of 1770, oOG > 307. JTorrest’s Home Sorici;, II J6I - 1(59 

=ru>). Diaij 114 of 1700, 3000 • 3001. ' 3 Pub, Diary 54 of 1760, 037 • 038, C47 . C4S. 


Chapter It. 

Trade, 
iitrect Traffic. 

JSomlmy-Ston^ 

Jtonil, 

1770. 


Sion Caiisctcnv, 
1100, 


Bomhtv Sheds, 
1709. 


Violent Di Irina, 
1770 , 



BOMBAY TOWN 


[Hislorical 


G 


Chapter II> 
Tiadc 

.‘'Irccb Traflie. 
T'lof'iit fJiiiinff, 
J770m 


Conif^miee 

jr'y. 


Tilon" tlic ]nil>lic imtl'.lo tlii' Lfieai imiiojancc n«'l <l.iTha;rc of tJio other 
jM'-’-eiifrei*! — to he now* lejnihli'-hril. A** it a)*]'<';ir‘* the jkwiiHv at 
pie'cnt oTniCNCil to Mich tniii>-*'iC'-Miin i** nn iiiaflpqiiato thech', they 
Tccommciitl you will nt ilio fame tunc c-au'-e it to Iw intit-i'e*! fiom 
Bs 50 to 11s. 100 for the Grft offence.* 

On Tcatlins' the alwte Icltci from the Clerk of the'rey.*e rwrimim iifl- 
ing hy order of Ills Majesty's justices tli.it the pnhliwtimi Xoi prcweiit- 
ing the owneis of hackenes dilnng them violently along the loads ni.iy 
1 x 5 renewed on p.un of then h'ing fined douhh* the sum liehm* ordercsl 
to 1x1 lowed, the Bo.iid rcsohed on the 26lh January 1770 that the 
Sceictary is oulcted to comply with accoidingl\.* 

On the recnnimonthition of the Bench of Jiiftices the Biyinl nt thc'r 
Con&iilbation on the roth March 17SJ TC‘-ol\ed to make it an Act of 
Go\cmmcut tliat no native inhahitant of this isl.iud shall Ik; j'crinitted 
to diiac horses or mules in a wheel cairiage of any denoinin.\tion fioni 
and after the 1 tth day of April l7hl on jnin of foifeiting the Mim 
of Rs. 100 for Cl cry eiieh oficnec. Onc-lialf of the «um'is to Iw giicn 
to the informci and* the other InlC ajjpropii.ite<l to the sujiport of the 
Toads."* 

'J'hc same Jiy it was nlso ordcied that no natne inhahitant of this 
Jslnnd 1)0 iicrinlltcd to ride in a cluir or ]ulanijiiin w ithin the !:arrison 
of Bomliay, except lakilsfiom country goi ci nmciits and stiaiigcns of 
distinction.* 

'Tlic Board fiirlhei ordered on the iccomniondatloii of the Ucndi of 
Jiisliecs tlut it 1 h! issued out in public oidcrs and hy ])ubhe:itiou that 
all calls and hackeries shall pass ami repays by the B.sr/ir Gate only; 
and tliat no aairiagc dniw'n hy oxen shall lie permitted to p.iss at 
citlicr of the otlicr gates excepting four-wheeled h.ickcries liclontiing to 
the Euiopean iiihaintnnts and the carts cinploied on the Comp iui’'f- 
.w’oiks £oi the fcrnco of the troops at Old Wom.m’s Island or for tle.in- 
ing the town by tlic scavengers.® 

Tlicsc pinluhitory orders led to the following petition in Ajnil 17S1 
from the piincipal nati\c inliahitantb and mcichants to Government : 
Yom faithful and humble subjects— the merchants and ti.itlcis of 
Bombay — most icspcctfully icpicscnl to your Ilononi that ihei- feel 
-tlicmsclvcs most sensibly hurl and nggrieicd hy an edict ii-nicd'imdci 
the _5lli of tlie present month of Apiil, foibicldiiig any of j oui faithful 
subjects afoiesnid to -are carriages drown hy hoi res or mules, also 
Bengal clums, and piolubitmg them fiom ciitciing the town in their 
liackenes hy any way but tlic Baz.li Gate. By which oider join* 
petitioners aic impicsscd with the greatest gnef and conccni. IToi- 
meily, Honouiahlo.Su, yom pchhonoismadcnreoC carnages dr-nvn hi* 
buUockswith hells lonnd tixeu .necks; hut tlic gentlonicn ohjccliiig 


'Poll Diary S3 of 1770, 85. s Pali Dian- .>55 of 1T70 ai 

170^'*i80^*”^ fctaniling Onl. Yol *2 of 1759 - 17SS, 

* Pull Diarj M of 1781, 2.17. Coinp. of Stanrlinc Ord. Vol o of 17S0 . 17SS ISO - 

_ Diary S3or 1781. 237.238. 'coaip.of bLding OrdT Yotirfito T tSS. 
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■to tliem as fiigliteiiing ilie horecs, tlie bells were abolished ; on winch 
roiir petitioners piesentcd a iJetilion to Mr. Hornby who dheeted 
them to fiinii'-h a list of such persons as were entitled to dislinelion, 
and he would ghe orders aceordiugly, and at ilic same time advised 
jour petiiioneis to use horse convcj-ances as moie serviceable and 
better in every icfepccl. Hut your pclitioncrs, auxious to avoid gh ing 
offencCj (lid not give in the list as .diicctcd bj' .Sir, llomby, but 
followed his advice iclativc to horses whidi apiicaicd liiglilj' eligible 
in many points, since a horse could be managed without a servant 
and cause less dust tlian bullocks, nhich is ]cno^vn to lie vciy disagicc- 
able to all gentlemen. Fornicily your petitioneis possessed no pro- 
perty in gardens or plantations at a distance Lorn I^ombay so that 
they could visit tliem on foot without tiouble. But when tliat pro- 
pel ly was takeu from them at Mdhim and when your petitioneis also 
bought the Compan5'’6 plantations that wore put up to sale, it wai found 
veiy inconvenient to visit tliem in i)ei*&nn. This change was attended 
witii so gi’eat loss that a quaitcr part was not recoverable. In like 
manner it Avas found that bullocks did not answer, as one trip was to 
them a heavy labour, so Oiat of ncccssit}' rceouisc was had to hoi sec. Nor 
Aveie they adopted from motives of vanity, or from a desire of equalling 
tlio Eiwopcan gentlemen, hut from this conveyance great cacc and con- 
venience have hecn cxpciiencedas well as saving. For bullocks nic moic 
cxpeurivcaiid not so duiahlc. By this new older yom petitioners will 
he subjcclccl to gieat cxiiense, and should they be indulged, would not 
tiaiisgrcps the liounds of lespcct, fiom regard to their ouni credit. 
Great multitudes diive 6 an iages but the pelitioncys picsumc to hope that 
they shall not .«:ufEer for the transgiessions of others. It is bkcuiVo 
ordei edtliat yonr petitioners should go and come by the BazAr Gate only, 
at wlueh the piess of carts and pcojilc'is already so sevcic tliat tlioi'c is 
great danger of accidents and uull now be still gi-eater. Such of 
your petitioners as live in that part or liavo business that way do noiv 
go by that gate. Your petitioners aic concerned tliat this rcstiic- 
tion relates solely to them, as many other carts aic sufCcrcd to 
'.and such of them as lii'e ncai the gjiles udll experience great difficulty 
and inconvcnicnee, not to mention the great disciedit into which the 
merchauls of Bombay ivill be throu-n in all other cDnntiie.s uhen the 
news is spread abroad, which -udll be the cause of great grief aud shame 
to your petitionci's. On which consideiationthey humbly and earnestly 
pray tliat thej' may he sufCoied to enjoy the ancient prmlegc of iiass- 
ing aud repassiug. Your iietitionors ■uith respect to the abolition of 
Bengal chairs and palanquins humbly beg youi Honour to cousidCi 
that, as traders and merchants, they are by no means desirous of 
squandering their substance or of putting thcmselveB to the expense of 
those convej'ances from motives of ostentation ; nor are they used but 
by persons whose business being of an urgent nature, aie troubled with 
disoideiB or weakness disabling them from Avalldug; or in case of 
indisposition when adAuce is' giA'cii to take the air and any otlier. con- 
-veyance would be fatiguing and prejudicial ; so tliat this part of the 
edict might he a cause of gieat loss and damage to the affairs of your 
‘ petitioners. Your faitliful subjects and hAunble petitioners. Honourable 
Sir, thus jnesumc to lay their case before you firmly persuaded of 
your indulgence from the iclatiolisbip in AA'liicli they stand; for tc 
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wliom clce slipuld they cilhor reprc'scnt their giaevancc'i or fiom 
whom expect relic! j which Fhoald your Honour piocurc them, they 
wnll as in duty hound eaerpray.' 

In the meanwhile Goaemment iccoived the following presentment 
of thanks fiom the Gmnd Juiy to the Bcneh of Justices, dated Bom- 
liay Towni Hall 28tU April 178 1: We the jurors of out Soveioign 
Loid the King on oui oaths do piesent tliat liaving foi a long pciiod 
of time seen with particnlai rcgiet, notwithstanding the lepeatcd 
picsDutments of this piiy, the great inconveniences icsnlting to society 
fiom the unlimited use of horte-cavmgcs among tlie native inhabitants 
of this island, and the distressing consequcnecb to tlie community in 
general fiom the enoimous puce of every article of life, it is with 
uncommon pleasure wc now obsen'c the abuse of these two impoi'tant 
points has been a principal object of 1 of oim under tlie present Govern- 
ment, We arc convinced notliing but the pi ohibition of the fust, and 
the gicat though piopei icductionin the puce of the latter, could have 
effected tliat iclicf, whidi we aie now fully sensible has Ixien affoidcd. 
And wc theipfoie, tlie juiois for oui Sovcieign Loid tlie King, as in 
duty bound Hunk it highlj- incumbent on us tocxpiessom paiticiilar 
acknowledgments to the Bench of Justices who framed the ncccssaiy 
legulations to effect tliis vciy nsefnl icfoim and to the Govcinmcnt 
whose sanction has so stiongl}' confriincd them ® 

On leceipt of the aforcsaidpctition from tlie merchants and a copy of 
the piesentmcnt, on the 4th May 1784, the President laid tlicm hefoic 
the Board. Tlie Bombay dhiry of tliat day lias the following entry : 
The PiCNident la)'s before the Board tlie translate of a petition fiom the 
piinoipal merchants of tliis island praying that the late icgnlations 
lej-pectmg the natiYcs not using palanquins or horse liackencr maj' be 
countemanded, and that the restrictions of passing in hackeries by 
aii 3 ' of the gates excepting the Baziir gate may he taken off, winch is 
icau j also a Icttci fiom the Clerk of the Peace accompani'ing tlie copy 
of a minute of the Bench at the last Quaitci Sessions, witii a copv of 
a presentment of Blanks from the Grand Jury at the same Sessions, 
expicssiTC of the sense they entei tain of the attention which has been 
paid by Gover^ent to the presentments wdiicli liavc at diffcient times 

miT-n“ 1 1 ™'^ icspcctto.tbe Iioisc liackcries. 
The Board havmgfakcn into consideiation the above pehbon with the 
^peis sent lip by the Bench, do unanimously resolve to icject eveiy 

the™ ° It*"' and as onr granting 

JSnrn attended With any particular incon- 

afthe “erics at the Chuidi Gate as well as 

indulgence to be continued to them only 

the following year. The Bombay diary of tlie SGtli 
180 jForcCTti Koine itri4,®n;3n.3i8^^ Ord. Vol. 3 of 1759-1788, 
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September • 1775 Ims the followiii}^ entry; It being ncccPFary that 
2 >nj]ior ferjies slioulil be e.'^ta.blisbed l)et\veeii tbe island (o£ ]3omba3') 
and S.'ilsetle for ilic aceommedation of pas.'.cngerf. 07i Ibe public .sen'iec 
and the transportation of horses and stores ; it is resolved that a small 
boat and a jnmt be constantlj' kept at Mahitn for that pui'iiose under 
the direction of the Custom IMaster with a tindal and four ]a«cars 
in constant pay, and that the boat be supplied fiom the marine and the 
jmnt contiacted for on the cheapest terms by the ]\Iithim custom 
master. Care must, however, be taken tliat these boats be not employed 
in anj' manner tliat can give just cause of complaint to the farmer of 
the Msihim and Sion passage boats.^ 

On the 23rd April 1776 the Board observe : As we are of o]nnion the 
establishing regular passage boats between this jdace and Thana will 
bo convenient to both islands and be of some advantage toihe Compan^Y 
it IS agieed to establish -them according!}' and to faiin them out to the 
liighcst bidder on the 30 Ih of this month.® 

On the 6th May 1776 IMoFsrs. Most}n and Gaidcn report that they 
have leased out the Thana passage boat for three yeais at lls. 1 805 
per annum.® 

The Bombay diary of the 30th September 1778 ha.s the following 
notice : Beeeivcd (30th Seiitembor 1778) per pafiwmr a lultei from 
the Chief and factois atTliAna, dated the 28th instant, in wbieh they 
advised their haling leased out the passage boats between that island 
and tbe continent for lls. 2955.* 

The 8th December 1779 being tbe day fixed upon for farming out” 
the Tlulna passage boat, the Board adjourned to the lower ball when 
it was jiut np and leased out for three years In .Tevan Ilebbaji and 
Ilir.iji Gangnji .at Bs. 1325 per aminm.® The following w'cic the 
leiins of this contract : 

Articles of aoucoment entered into betw'oen the Tlononrablc IViIliam 
Hornby, Prefident and Governor, .and Council of Bomb.ny on belialf 
of the Ilououiable United Englisli East India Company on Ibo one jiai’f., 
and .Tevan Ilcbbiiji .and Hir.'lji G.angdji inl]abil.ants of Boml).ay on fbe 
otlior part, for farming the passage boat from hence to Tlitlna and back 
.again for the term of tin cc years at lls. 1325 iier amium to commence 
from 8tU December 1779 ; 

1. That the said Hirdji GangJiji and .Tevan Ilebbiiji shall pay or make 
good to the said President and Conncil or tlicii successoi s the said sum of 
lls. 1325 per annum for the said term of tUico years in monthly pay- 
ments of lls. 110-1-67, the fiist of which payments shall lie made witlnn 
Iw'o months from the date hereof and so to be continued on the 8th day 
of every mouth ensuing till the last month -when the whole shall be 
made good w'bich shall be on the 8tli day of Januar}' in 1783, being 
one month after the-expiration of tliis contract. 


I > Horn. Gov. ConcinUation 26tli Sept. 177.';, Pub D»avy GS of 177 .'j, CC3 - CCl 
Comp, of St.milin» Owl. Vol 2 of 1730 - 1788, .'ll , 
s Horn, Gov. CoiiMiltation 23rJ April 177G, Piib. DmryGOof 177G, 20G Coini) of 
Standing Oi d. Vol. 2 of 17.10 - 178S, ,13. 

* Bom Gov. Diai'v Glh May 1770, Pub. Diary 00 of 1770, :}88. 

<Pnb Diaiy 71 oflTVS.b'iG. ' 

® Rev. Diarj 1 of 1770, 08 and Pub, Di.ary 70 of 1779, CIO. 
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2. TJiat tlip caid Jcvan Tlchklji and llii.lji Oaiifr.'ji •-liall pmide 
pioper Wli and jieople at ilvii own pxpcn.'-e dijrinj;j Ihc F.nd loim ot 
tliiL'P jeaiFj wlijcli lioatF ptiall not be navitpilpd to any otlicr imils tlian 
Tliiina and back again to lioinlny, and that a boat s-ball proceed to 
Tlidai ciery day at a ccitain honi to be appointed by the Bomliay 
custom ma«toi. 


o. Tliattlic *aid Jcvan Ilcbbdji and Iliniji Gang/iji f-liall morcoior 
get theii boats in icadiniss at all times for carrying llu* Govcniinent 
despatches, mihtaiy or manne officers or mes=engeiii to I'itlier oI the 
afoicsaid poits with a leasouable Ixiggage fieighl-frec and the jiorsons 
nho go or come with letters to oi fioni any of the country powci.s on 
said passage boats shall pay no fi eight. 

4 That all the Vanjdi-a mcreleinls that come to this island shall 
pay no ficight foi themselves but only for the goods they bring hither 
01 take away with them which they me not to espoit on any other 
1 esscl than said passage boats. 


5 That the £.iid farmeis shall leceiie neither more or le-s llwn the 
iindci mentioned lates for the pass.'»gos of poisons nr the ficiglil of 
goods lliPV may hniig oi cany to or from the afou'vaid polls on 
penaltj of foifcitmg Its. 50 for c^ cry offence, half to the poison fiom 
whom they locoiieit; 


Forcioij-per'On 

Ho- cow 

lioi'o 

Do bnlTalo 

*** • • • • 

Do. dupper (dKAarpig) J.irgc 

Do do sm.dl *** • 

Do m rficcp 

Foi ull goods, men- Donibaj Wimi/ii i « 

The alxive lates aic to he taken only fibm the ]sl ^^o^eml)C^ to the 
31st May, and for the icmaiiidcr of the jcai, naiiielv fioiii the Isl 
June to the uUtli Octohci, tlic nndci mentioned prices : 


qr ri* 
U 0 .OO 
S 0 
0 0 
2 0 
0 r.o 
0 2 > 

0 2.J 

1 0 


0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I) 


I’oi 01 cry person ... 


Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do. 

Do. 


COW’ 

IlOIM! ... 

iiuir.iio 

dnppci {Utihni pig) laigo 
do small 
goat or sheep 


qr 

0 0 


n 11 S' Biiuup 

Foi all goods, CTCiy Uoiiib.iy lhanrit 


0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


3 
q 

3 

0 ij 

0 .3^ 


7."» 

0 

0 

0 


38 

SO 


C The scanty foi the paj’menl of the aforesaid sum of Hs I 

fho rSTerfSlmancTy tS Sd'artSM? X'"aid^j‘'"!‘'^Il”hV°’ 

and administiators to the said and pJ i 

fc}icces!;ois in tlie noml cm™ u onV-°^ Council and their 

m witness LSln 5 1 ®"’ of Bomliiy, 

Bomhtiv Castlu thru SD. and seals in 
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Honourable Company to be affixed the daj’' and 3 'car above mentioned. 
Signed .sealed and executed (where no stamped paijer is pioeuiablc) in 
the presence of Mr. James Hatley and Mr. Samuel ]\Iartm.^ 

The follou'ing extracts relate to tlie treatment oE i>as&cngers and the 
-rates of passage money by the Companj^s ships: On the 12th January 
1701, the Court of Direclois observe the complaints against the 
commanders of tlieir ships for ill-usage of the Aimcnians and other 
merchants (passengers) by cxtoiting large sums from them for passage 
money, and diicct that special regaid be had to pi event the like for 
the future ; that the Council on the place dcteiminc all such differences, 
according to the lulcs of justice and equity, and protest against such 
commandcis." 


In their letter to Bombay, the 5lh April 1776, the Court write: As 
the commanders of the .riiips fi-eighted by the Company now iray to 
their orvners £lb instead of the sum of .€10 for each passenger .as 
formerly," and in consideration that the irricc of eveiy npcc.^saiy is 
grcatlj' increased, we have permitted the commanders to receive, but on 
no con.'sidcration to demand, a larger sum than as undermentioned for 
the passage and accommodation at their table of per'^oiis proceeding to 
India at their own expense in the follonung stations, namely : 

£ 

A Genci.-il Oflicev' ... ... ... 200 

, A Member of Council 01 .a Colonel ... ... loO 

A Licutcn.ant-Uoloncl ... ... ... 120 

Somoi nnd Junior Mcicliants and ^Majors ... 100 

Factors and Captnina . ... ... 80 

Wntcis Lieutenants nnd Ensigns ... ... 70 

Married ladies at the abovementioned latcs 
uccoiding to the station of tbcir liiisb.'inds. 
feinglo ladies the same asWiitcis; and a 
Cadet ... ... ... ... GO 


The like sums are to be paid for passengers homeward bound who arc 
under the necessity of coming to England for the recovery of their 
health, and you arc to order such persons to be received on board and 
pioperlj" accommodated on the abovementioned terms.® 

In their letter to Bomhay, the 20 th Januaiy 1779, the Court write: 
Tlie commanders of our freighted ships are still jiorimtted to receive, 
but upon no consideration to demand, a larger sum than the under- 
mentioned for the p.assage and accommodation at their table of 
gentlemen proceeding to, and returiring from, India at their omi expense 
hr the follownng stations, ‘ namely ; 


£ 

For a Gcnci.sl Officer ... ... ... 200 

For .*1 Member of Council or a Colonel ... ... 150 

For a Lieutenant-Colonel ... ... ... 120 

For a Senior or Junior Mci chant or Major ... 100 
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' Bom Gov. Diciry 1-ltb Doc 1779, Rev, Diary 1 of 1779, 99- 101. 

® Court to Bombay 12Ui Jan. 1704 naras 0 and 7. Comp of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 
1716-1721,4. 

^PiikDcp Conrt’b L Vol. 9 of 1773-1777, 2G0-3C1. Comp, of Standing Old. 
Vol. 2 oE 1759 - 1788, 57,- 53, - ■ 

<rub Dop Coiut’s L. Vol. 10 of 1778-1762, 129. Comp, of Standing Old. Vol. 2 
of 1759-1788,57. 
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]]citnl)!iiy DiaVv of llie 20tli Aiigii^l 1783 refers to ilic Comimm 's 
ordcis dated 16(li ilay 1761, ■with a li*-! of the rates of ju'-Mge money 
estahli^licfl for thcii FCivant's atcoiding to rank.' 

On the 4th Jannaiy 17S6 the Coiiit mite; IVc conflim oiir fwjnrr 
oidciB fin the commandm" odk-cr of the cnii'-er" on the Sural vt.ntioiifi 
on the luhject of passage money. The tame must lie ohsersed hy his 

bUCC0'5=01&.- 


Thc Court of DIiccloi.-: also jnovided foi tlic iin])io\cni<'nt of lundga- 
tion l)y i'-'-ning till* following oidei*. ; (f/) for keeping oIUlmI logs and 
(i») foi summing the nest coast ot India In para 757 of their letlci 
to Iloinl/ay, the 27ih M.iy 1770, ihcywiite; AVe fuilhcr din-tl tlul 
vi)u make it a condition on granting p.a?scs to icsscls iiaiigated hy 
ISiuope.'ins tlial on the icttii n of eiciy such ics-el a cnjij of eiery 
imt ol the log-ho'ilc 01 joiuiul of the \o\agc nincli shall contain any 
niatcinl information £ni the imiiroicment of naiigntion 1^- 

delueied to oiu blaster Attendant nho is to ermine the same with 
the oiiginal and to icpoit such icmaiks as ocem Iheicon ^r your 
information. Such pails of log-hooks and journals as shall Lonlaia 
infoimalioiinoilliy of onr attention, logelhci nitli tuch chaits and 
plane as may lie ohlaincd, must he legul.irlv eeut to us hv the first 
ship that sails to England in a box iiackct 'apart marked Clirrls and 
Jonmals," 


It ith a view to gain perfect taiowledgc of the foundings on the 

Court wiilc to ]Joml«v on the 
Sth^Iaieh 1 »S0 . As it woidd he cxticmcly useful for oiii sIuik hoinid 
to Bomlay in thick ncathci to hare a ])cifcct knonludi^; of tl,e 
soundings on the bank to the no.slnaid of Bomlxiv, nc direct, 
n Wci the season n ill admit, you do employ one of ‘oui icsscjs in 
excelling this SOI VICO Wc wouldliave the icsscl piocccdalong Ihecoabt 
from Bomkiy to Sm.at, dotcimimng caicfnlly the latitudes and longi- 
tudes of the i.anous points as n ell as of peaks and hills inland nrth 
explauatoiy Mens of the land, taking all altitudes foi deteim Sng the 

PointSahoioasfTGujaitaml"^^^^^ 

aud to OIOSS hick £il tK Vilgaagai, 

the exact position of the outeiWicmity of thr^ determining 

St .Tolras the vc-scl ^\ilicrfaTirl InnV rr ‘ Fiom sight of 

that maunei hackwaids and 1 - 1 i ‘Continue tlieir tiaveisos in 


17SS.'i7-o8:"‘’=^ IOo£1778.17»s ,,,, 
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taking at such times the healings and altitudes of the remarkable lauds 
at sight. 

Fiom Dili Hoad the vessel ought to continue her tiaverses in like 
manner to the outward edge of the bank as far southward as 17“ 
north latitude till they find no soundings in that latitude, and then 
confine her tiaverses southward to the limits of the banlc standing back 
to the noithwaid whenever she loses soundings. 

Let what is done be done completely and nothing left undeter- 
mined in_this space. If anj' doubt arises let tliem repeat their obseiva- 
tions in such jiart that an implicit confidence may be safely placed in 
their woik when finished. 

WTien this work is finished we direct that a particular exami- 
nation be made of the Laccadive islands and the various banks between 
them and the coast of ]\Ialabar, a knowledge of which would be veiy 
useful and ought to be asceitained by close traverses from the coast to 
the islands in the same manner as before directed, taking altitudes for 
the time by cliionometer as ficquently as possible. When the vessel 
cannot anchor during the night she must make short tacks to remain 
near the same idaee she was in at dark. In the couisc of this voyage it 
will be proper to delerimne the lelative position of the Laccadives 
hliiiicoy (called Keley by mistake in the charts) and the Head of the 
Maldives 

These services we hope may lie executed completely in the coui'se 
of one year’s season. By the time this seiviee is executed, we suppose 
the person whom you employ for that purpose will have made himself 
completely , qualified for the charge of the chronometers. And that, 
by their repeated leturns to Bombay, their 'rate will be well ascertained. 
We then direct that two or moi’C of your small vessels be emiiloyed to 
ascciiain the situation of the numerous banks and islands in the soutlicrn 
passage from the Maldives to Madagascar, as an acciiiatc knowledge of 
those hitherto much neglected seas is essential to the security ot the 
na\ igation of the Company’s ships. In the course of this voyage great 
attention should be paid to the vaiiation, as the longitudes of Qie lines 
"of equal variation will be very useful to all sliips passing those seas, 
and as this seivice cannot be executed in one season we recommend that 
on the return to Bombay attention be had to dcteimine the longitude of 
as many places as can be conveniently done. 

In case of any accident unfoitunately happening to the box 
chronomclcr, it must not be put into the hands of any artist in India 
but letumed to us. We aie informed the pocket-chronometer can be 
repail ed at Calcutta.^ 

The following papers dcsciibe the postal ari-angements between 
Bombay England and Madras towards the end of the last century. In 
1787 on the 31st July the Comt wiite to Bombay : In oi^or to cany 
the purposes of Mr. Baldwin’s appointment into eflect, we have foimed 
a plan which -has been approved b}' His Majesty’s Post Master 


'Couil lo lloinlmy Stli Mar. 17P6 par.-is 23-25>, Pub Dcp. Court's L Vol. 11 o£ 
1783 ■ 17bl»> 'JIG - 31 a Comp, of .standing Old. Vol. 2 of 1750 - I7SS, 03 - 05. 
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tkintAso tlaj'p; fxom tlicw-c «-lic ip lu hail to UomlKiy nlicrc likewi-c 
fIio mupt not remain mote iliati two dav.s ; fIic (lien to proceed to Sue.! 
£iom wlicnco Itlr. B.aldsrin nill letiim her nitli tlic Comjianj’p 
despatches to India agiccaWy to Fuch older® a*, he may iccviic tromuF 

Private Ictlcis to and fiom India may la? permitted to la? forn.nded 
nith the Compaiiji'p p.ackcts. But avc strictly unjoin yon to make the 
pihate letten. a FC]viinlc paicel fiom the Com)»anj’p packet, and not 
to ineludc in the latter any Icltcrv fiom individual®. Bolli the pickets 
must come diiected to the Court of Bliectoi’® and, aftci taking tho'-c 
belonging to the Companj*, no Fhall send the other to the General 
Post Oflice heie fiom nhenee thej- nill he disliihntcd. 

We diicct tliat the paclcclplai made up in tin latscs and the direc- 
tion to ns stamiicd tlieieon, taking caic that the lx>xes he null t-oldeieil. 
We think this piceaution maj ohriate the nocecsih of the qiiaimitine 
to nluch all packets made np in cloth aic subject. ” 

On 01 liefoic the 10th of June annually avc have determined to send 
onr despatches for India fiom hence, after a\hich time thcio might 
he a risk of diaappointmcnt as the cruizci-s ought to leave Suez b\' the 
10 th of August. 

^ Wo have icccivcd only one letter fiom Mi. Baldnin since liis amanl 
in I3cj pt avhich nas dated the lOlh Janiiaiy last at zVIcsandiia, Piom 
the then unsettled state of aJTairs thcic, ho has not made an} fin,il 
Fcltlcmci^ ovitli the Beys and Basliaovs for opening the communication 
i luough Suez to the English, but appealed confident he soon slwuld. He 
had lioavcvor appointed Illiji Demsh, a native of Caiio, Ins nn^enl at 
Suez and James Wilfcrman, a Geinum, his agent at Alexandria^ 

The plan has lajon communicated to IIis Majesta-’s Post Master 
General aahohasbeen pleased to piomi'c his coiicuncnco foi the c'on- 
a’cyanco oi tlic IcUcis fiom London to Leghorn and fiom Lcghoiii hither. 

Ilaxnng thus commnnicati^ to yon all the particiilai-s of oui plan no 
shall trust to your caiiymg it into effect as far as the same maa- depend 
upon you. • ■* 

In the receding paragraphs avc have given you directions for c.anv- 
mg into effect the arrangements ove liavc made for seeurino- i rc'>uhr 

Frl' l>oss^rion1 in Indra. 

consideration of the locent accounts of tlie rre®cnt state 
■w'c tlunk piqpci to ihiect you to postpone emmne these 
directions into execution till you leocivc fuitliei oidcr fiom us.”^ ^ 

Lcttei fiom Ml. John Monis to Andicav llamsay Esiiuiic the 
President and Goa^moi, 4-rtod Bombay 1st April 1768 - pi n it me 
to euticat your indulgence for a feu' minutes to infom you tl^t so S? 

V Honourable Picsidentdesuedm^to tafi 

. go of the Madras post and to announce myse lf to the public as 

i787^^Tm 7 .sSff” rf" - 
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Post llaster, for which station he v'as pleased to promise at a future 
period to allot a salarywitlithe appointment in due form from the Honour- 
able Board. Bui as the circumstance appears to liave entirely escaped 
his memorj'', and as my absence from the Presidency precluded me from 
rcneiving my apjilication befoieliis departure,! am necessitated to apply 
to you tor lelief, which, I tnist, you will giant so far as j'^ou may Hunk 
me dosening of it. I have paid particular attention to the business 
ever since the above mentioned penod and liave met -with the appioba- 
tion, both of the Govemment of Madras (at whose request a person was 
appointed at Bombay) and the Post Master General there, which I 
understand from good authority they were pleased to express to the 
late Honourable President. Tnien I lirst undertook tliis office, the IcdsiJa 
(messengers) were b}’’ no means' icgular in airiiing from Madras, which 
occasioned me to entertain others heic at Bombay, in order that the 
packets might be returned on the appointed day. To each pair so em- 
ployed I "was obliged to advance Bs. 60, being the usual postage of ^a<a- 
mai 8 w’liich to this period has been the means of my losing by the appoint- 
ment. As the appointments at Bengal and Madias have met with the 
'sanction and appiobation of the Honouiable Companj’, I should conceive 
they would have no objection to its being instituted here' where the 
utility of it is equaUv* obrious. I therefoie beg.leave to subjoin for the 
a])probation of j’our Honourable Board the plan that has been concerted 
. between the Post Master General at Madras and myself, for the conduct- 
ing tlus office which was transmitted to your Govemment in December 
1786 by the Governor and Council of Fort St. George. Should you bo 
pleased to favour this plan, I would, with submission to your Honouiable 
]3oard, beg leave’ to propose that it be made known by your Secretary 
to the public as receiving your sanction, w’hen I have no doubt but 
the merchants and traders residing on the island and at subordiaates 
mil make it the general road of their correspondence. I have forgot* 
to mention in the former part of this address tliat the Post Master 
General at Madras has charged me ivith one-lialf of the expense of the 
paiamiirs ever since the late' Honourable President wrote to Sir Archi- 
bald Campbell that he had appointed me to take charge of the post 
office at this settlement.^ 

Mr. Moiris' plan for establisliing a regular post between Madras 
and Bombay, 1st April 1788: The Honomuble the Governor and 
Council at Fort St. George having resolved that an attemjit should be 
made to keep up a regular and constant communication between that 
settlement and Bombay, on the principle of its being attended ivith 
both a public and private benefit, the following plan wns accordingly 
prepared and laid before them, which meeting with their approbation, 
was immediately carried into execution : 

1. That there shall be stationed at each Presidency 4 pahs of Itasids 
(messengers). 

2. Tliatthe first pair shall be despatched 'by the Government of 
Madras the first M'ednesday in the month, and be directed to proceed 
to Bombay by Haiderabad and Poona. 
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3. Tliat the second pail shall follow on the thiid WoJne^.day, and 
FO to piocccd in icgular loutinc, despatching them cvciy other 
Wednesday till the £oui pans aic in employ. 

d-. That as soon as the Idsnh can he procnied at Bombay, they 
fIuII be letumed fiom thcnco on the second and fourth "Wednesday of 
every month, by pni'suing of which method, a constant and regular 
communication mil be kept on foot. 

5. Tliat such indinduals as choose to avail themselves of this mode 
of convc 3 -ing lettcis to and from each Picsidcney, aie to paj' when put 
into the office, for a single letter Bs. 2, for a double letter Rs. 4, and 
foi a ticblc letter Rs. 6. Rackets, accoiding to theii- weight, at the rate 
of Rs. 4- pci ounce. 

G. Tliat tlie Id’tida undcitakc to deliier the packets entrusted I*- 
their cliarge for cithci settlement within 25 Aij'S, and to rehim wilhm 
the same period with othci despatches, unless detained bj' Govemment 
on account of thcii packets not being icadj'. 

At a Consultation, the 3rd April 1788, Govemment resolved: 
Raid the above letter and plan annexed fiom Mr. John Moiris. As we 
aie sensible of the public utility of an csbibhshcd intciconisc between 
this Riesidcnoy and tliat of Port St. George, we aic leadj- to give 
over}’ Hijiport of Government to the plan conceited by the Rost Mnstei 
General .it Sfadins, and we appiovo of Jlr. Moiris olTiomting in tliat 
capacity at this Rie&idoncy. But as we have rcasm to believe tW the 
leccipts on account of the postage of Icttcis n ill considerably cscced 
the expenses of the undcitaking and leave a lianA'^omc compensation to 
the Post Master, and as it behoves us to prevent as studiousl\ as possible 
every incicase of expense to our Honourable Emplo 3 'ere,' wc cannot 
acquiesce in allotting a salaiy to the Rost Mastci. If it phoiild 
•appear after the experiment of .a year that the advantage acciaiing 
from the concem is inadequate to Ins tiouble, no shall take liis icqucst 
into fuithci consideration on ins la 3 ing his accounts befoie us "Wc 
icsolvc that the plan bcfoic us foi establisliing a icgulai post between ' 
Madias and Bombay be pubholy announced at tlie Piesidcncy .and 
subordinates ; and in oidcr to rendei such an office of furthei uhht 3 ', 
tliat all private lettcis to be icceived oi tian>-auttcd be theie deposited, 
and tbit a fee of one anna postage be collected upon cach.^ 


' Pnb Diaij 92 of 1788, 27 1- 277 
181. r.iiTcsl’s Home Scni»<, II, 347 . 
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Section 11. — Supplies, 1676-1803. 

The followiiio- cNiliacls relate to the supply of pio\iRionp, one of llie 
■ greatest dillicnltie'. nliicli eail}' Bombay Imd to deal with. 

- KegJirding the rortugiic'^e hiiidranco to the gmin supply the Surat 
President and Conned write to Bombay on the 4th November 3 070: 
Wo obRcrve n hat you n rite touching the Porlnguc'.c prohiluting all 
pi ovifeions brought f lom Siilsctte. Wo would not have you take it to 
iieart or he anyways diteoumged at their malioiou.'s practices, but send 
what vessels you can down to Alangsvlor and'Ba'-salor (Baicelor) to lade 
lieetheic for the suiipl)' of the island. So you must do yeaily that 
the Portuguese may sec we have as little occasion to make use of them 
.as- the}' of us. Wc call naught else to mind at picaenl'biit commend 
you to the Almighty^s protection.* 

Two weeks later, the Slst November 1676, Surat again writes ; 
Toiielu'ng the gi-anary for corn, wc hold it so ncees&aiy that the island 
cannot bo safe without it j whcicforc wc confirm onr former direction 
therein. You iified not be ovei hasty to biij' the coni all at once for then 
the price will-'-rise exceedingly upon 3 'oii. You must proem e it at 
the clicapest lime in the year for ilieii the Company will not lose 
ihcreb}'. If you could serve younsclves auywlicic else tlia.n fiom the 
Poilugal country wc should be much better plca'-ed, for the.y will 
assiircdly raise the piico upon you, and we suppose you may bo fur- 
nished clieapcr from Bassalor (Barcolor) by the Company's vo.sscls than 
fiom any other jilaeo,® ^ 

As rcgaids a rice supply from Ksinara the Surat President and Council 
wiite to -Bomhay on ilie 4tli January 1677 : In prosecution of our 
former lesolvcs for supplying the island and gariisoh of Boniluy 
with lice that wc might iiot.be beholden to our unkind Portugal 
ncighbouis, uc have thought good to appoint the following vessels to 
sail down to the Kiinara country uhere rice is cheapest to lie proem ed, 
the Jlcvcng^, the Goorf llopr, the Phasmx if not scut to Maskat, the 
jMoody's ketch, and the Iloiyh De}! 2 )atchJ^ 

Three weeks later, the 26lh January 1677, Surat again wnlcs : 
Our design -of sending down a fleet of small vcst-cls to Mangalor to 
lade rice was grounded upon your advice unto us that your ill-disposed 
iicighhouis the Portuguese had issued foiUi in-oclamatious to prohibit all 
provisions to be tjanspoitcd from Sdlscltc and their other teriitoiics. 
Now upon icccipt of this your opportune adMcc that you shall be 
able to furnish youi solves at as cheap r.atcs and moie convoniontly, 
wc have concluded to scud down the Good Neighbour only.^ 

On the 22nd February 1677 the Cliief and £.icfcor.s at Mangalor 
write to Bomhay ; Being cnordeicd by the Picsidcnt and Council to 
piovide 300 or 400 khandis of rice’ for the use of your gariispn, in- 


’ Sumt to Boinlmy dtli Nov. 107 C, Sumt Pact, Oat. L. B 2 of 1076 7C, 213-2d.l 
Pon cat’s Home Scnca, 1. 100 - 110. 

s Surat to Bombay 21st Nov. 107G, S'urot Fact Out L B. 2 of 1075-70, 259. 
Forrest’s Home Sones, I 110- 111. i Si„.at l^ot Out L 13 3 of 1077 - 1700, 2. 

* Surat to Bombay 2(itb Jan. 1077, Surat J^act Out L. B. 3 of 1077 - 1700, 0-7. 
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pai«!iiatico of tlieiv commaiicls we have eowtiaetcd foi '-weh a pm eel, anil 
have now laden on the MnlnUar (Jua^ter 8o-J- paiccls who'-c conlcnl's 
and cost please to lead in the cnclo«cd invoice, which gi\e oui factory 
cicdit foi j the lest shall he sent j'ou pci the GooH Kciglthom a few 
daj s lienee.^ 

In their letter of the 28 tli ifaieli lfi 77 the Kuiwdr Chief and 
fiictois wiitc to Bomliay : IVc haie laden on the Pha’ma 371 p-aicelc 
of lice foi the n-e of 3-0111 gaiiicon, being thereunto cnoideied bi" the 
Pie-ident and Council.® 

llcgaiding the iice Mippl}- iccciicd fiom Kilrwai the Surat Pic'^iilent 
and Conniil on the 20th Apul 1077 write to Bomlviv; IVc take 
notice of the 1407 halos of iicc the Good Knqlihoin hath hioiight 3-011 
fiom KdiwjJr; the fieighL of what lice *-110 ‘hould hung thence we 
long s-iucc concluded at Its. 10 the Suint khinitlij^ 

On the 2nd Jul\ 1677 the Boniha 3 ' Council wiitc to Sni-at"; IVe 
luic c.alt‘ulated tlic ficight of the Good X^^cnjlthouPs iico from 
hrangalor, she bunging HO Ixileo, winch aecoiding to the i.itc the 
Mulaliiif Gottih'} held out, makes l‘l23i yihoiti's, which at S ji/i-nas to 
the Botnba 3 /./lond;, iice lieingneicr weighed heic but mcasuied 1 ) 3 ’ 
the phaia is 177 cut and 7^ jyJimas c:pul to 2GbO Sui.vt tiirtuif, 
'fiiis at 22 mds to the Ihundt makes cwt 121 and mds. 7 Suiat. At 
Its. 10 pci Ithaiidi the total is Its. 1213-().36, which please to i>.i 3 ' the 
owncib of the Good A^cojhbottr and pass it to the island's debt.* 

Ecgaiding stoichoincs, on the 16 th Novcmbei 1683 the Conit of 
Diicctors wiito- IVc hoii?3-ou aic well supplied with stoiehouscs foi 
padd}' lice and olhei pioii'^ious. IVc luio oidcied our Pi evident in 
CouiKil to take caie alw.a3-s to la3' in such stoics theic that in.13' be a 
secunt3’ to oui island and laisc some profit to the Conipani- tow’aids 
the excessive ehaigc the3’ Iiaic been at an bunging the island to wliat 

III a Icttci to the Su^at Piesidcnt and Council, the 7 lh Apnl 16 S 4 , 
the Comt lesume; Caic must lie taken concerning the woikmen 
cmplo3-cd in building any giduaiics th-at shall be w-anhiig £01 prosei viiig 
ilie stoic of lice and ]iaildy w’o have now- appointed to be con&tantl3’ 
kept at I3omba3\ H hick fabiic we think ma3' be:>t be built five 
or six stoic3-s high, 27 01 28 feet wide fiom outside to outside, 
iiich sli>i3- to be 6i foot in depth, and a post nndei the middle of every 
giidei porpendicnlai one ovei another fiom a stone basis from the 
gionnd, and anothei light oier that to the gaiiet (floor), without 
which supjioits no giidei of 003- loasonahlc scantlings w-ill hear at 
such a len^h Por tlio situation, thc3' should be placed as near as 3-ou 
can out of gunshot of an3- encmj- 3-ou ma3' luve in the road. Older 
and uuiformit3' in buildings enhance not the puce, and 3-et arc moie 
metul and comcl3-. This wc iccommeud to 3-oui contnvance, IVe 
think a gianary on four collateral sides of a square 3-aid or quadrangle. 


•Surat Pact Out. L B .S of 1C77-I700, 27. 

Out L n. .S of 1677 - 1700, an 

^ s"c oCt“'L 

= f.uut to ISon.l..,. loili s.„. 1683. iw. IIl'i. Comf. L Vol 1 of 1C31 - W'O, 50. 
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alter the manner of the bridge hou&c gianaries in Southwark, is an 
Useful and handsome form luiving a large liair of gales to come in at, 
Uiiieli nheu shut all aic in safety. But we cannot piesciibe to j'ou 
exactly m these things ; you must have respect to the giound 3 ‘ou have 
to build upon and the case of labour in iccciving and dclivciing Avith 
some legard of order and coufoijmity with those buildings you have 
aheady elected.^ 

In the same letter the Court add : Compel all our early ships that you 
do n(jt employ for pciipcr, to fetch iicc and eaycr (coir), the licc for 
Bombay .the coir foi Surat, from hlangulor and other places, that we 
' may not heicafter pay them dcmurrag'c for Ij'iug idle in Swally Hole 
as we liaA'e formerly done.’ 

In conncetioii AAotli a di»imlc betAveen t.wo giaiu.sellcrs, in their letter 
to Surat bn the 1.5th July IGSG the Bombay Council mite: Your 
Excellency has boon xilcascd to wiilc about GangadJs Madan) a B.inia 
ilieicliant, being hindered selling his licc by Giidhardds'. "We ha\e had 
the said merchant and Girdlmdasbcfoic us, and do lindthat Giidhaidas 
did no siich things, but that Gaugildns liad all the fieodom imaginable in 
disposing of his rice and that neither Giidliardas, the hlodi, nor any 
of tlic Bight Houoiiiablc Company's servants that had lice wcie 
permitted to dispose of any till the foreign inciehants had di'^poscd of 
theirs. This was done to encourage mcich.ints to bung grain to Ibis 
island. The said Gangadns did duclaie that he never was hcfoic the 
Deput}' Governor to ask any license, so cousefxucntl}' could not be 
denied," 

. Bombay Deputy Governor and Council's letter to the Surat General 
and Council, 1 3ih 'August 1686 : "We have about 80 muduit of batty 
or imhuskcd lice in stoic, and about 80 more we may expect this year. 
The old batty nducli we had in store u'us decayed, and sold befuie 
Ave received your diicclions and shall dis]iosc of nomoic. We will lake 
caic AA’hat m us lies to make piOAUsion of cattle, inirsuant to your oiders.* 

Bombay letter to Surat, lilli December 1G86 ; Some men we arc 
foiecd to lend to go for Mangalor for lice, tliat commodity being A'ciy 
dear on this island, and pcojilc aic afrjiid of the Malabars, but not 
mail}' men go." 

Bombay letter to Siuat, 17ili Jauuavy 1687 : Y’our Excellency 
gave ns order lliat, m case avc saAV occa«sion, we should lay in four or 
iiA'c months' iirovisiou f lom the Modi. ^ Now the Moili is so Amry Ioav in 
cash that he cannot supply us Avith a montli's proA^ision, nor haidly 
sufficient for the fiigate occasions. The truth is ho has rim 

out much, hut he insists upon the debt that is due to him in the 
Tcbclliou and could he be iiaid, be should again bo in casli to supidy 
us.® ' 

Bombay letter to Surat, 19 Ih Jauuaiy 1687 : There is a prospect 
.of some A’cssels going down the coast for lice and jnovipions for this 
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» Court to Surat 7tli April 1634, Puh, Pep. Couit's L Vol. 1 ot 1G8I ■ 1G85, 80 - 8:i. 
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place. Con'.iileinig lyittyis aliciOy li^cn to Xcmpliin*’ 43 aiul 50 
poi inufla and likely Iq be puddeiily deaici, lie tluiik it may nob lie 
aini'^s if the Itnlni fiig.T,lc bu let out oi ‘^cni doiMi to convoy some of the 
ve'-'cls if 3'oui Exccllcnc3' appiovopthCJCoF, nhiLh may add something 
towaids the heaiing her chaigc phe he*' nt and will gicatlj' ciicouiage 
the bunging trade and pioviMons to iliei'.land Toi tins nc cm\c yoiu 
Excelleue^'^s fciiccd^ ansnci tliat no (iine.ma\' lie lo^il on the design if 
concluded oni Thu. £ng.i,tc is now on the ‘^hoie in oidci to hei filling 
loi the sea We hope she will he olf m two oi tluca tides when she 
shall he lead}' on all occasions that in.'s}' offci.^ 

Bombay Icttoi- to Suial, 26lh Janiiaiy 1087 ■ Tlio Rithi/ fiigate is 
fitted and grai od to go on any \oyagc yon plcn^ to send lioi which 
we hope will be to JIangaloi oi that way to get nee which is all icady 
and will he much wanted " 

Bombay Govcniincnt oidei to^fi. Thomas Law i eucc, 1 Sth Novcmliei" 
IbO'l • These aio to,pnoidei }ou ti Icb Padamshet goldsmith land and 
hon«c .about 50 oi GO” mndth of batty " 

Bomb,ay Govcinnicnt oiScv to Ivli. 'Shomas IjawicncB, 2otti Yi^orojoy 
IG'l.i . Tliepo aic to euoidci yon to pcmiit two Gogin boats to- impoil 
Ijatfy and to husk it and sufler them to o.aviy the sanio off this isLind, 
they paying 3 ou custom foi it * 

Bomba} Govoiiimout ordei to the w alehouse kccpci Mr. lY. M. 
llc}'nolds, 25lh Maich 1702 : Deliver to Alv-iio Morello 11 invihU of 
the llight IIoiioui.ihlc Corapan}''s batty to adva’ice to the Curramhees 
^Kulanibis) of all the alldeais (altli-’as 01 nllnges) of this island," 
yimilai oidci again on 29th Apiil 17 02 : Dclivci unto Alvaio Slorello 
to Iw dolwciTcd to the Kunlih 4 mudtM of the Right IlononiiJile 
Company’s li-atty in pait of the fpiantit}' usually advanced to them ® 


Boinhay Deputy Governor and Cinmcil’s oidei to the w'aichoiiEO- 
keoper Ml IV. JI. ItevTiolds, Ist Apiil 1702 : Dolivci unto ^li. D.niiol 
Denntiios cleik of the raj.ikct, 20 riiuiVis of the Right Ilouomahlc 
Compaiij’s hatly, it being to lie l>y him dchveicd to the Ivauhei.is 
fli licensed rice scllcis ot this ibhind, to Iw hy them retailed out to the 
people thcicof at the latc of Xei.ipluns 34 pci tnuda, thcichy to supply 
then ncccssiticb and to icdnce to that rate that commodity fioni its 
piesent pnte of Xeiaphius 33 per mndn? SimOai oidci again on 17lh 
Apiil 1702 . Dclivui unto Mv Daniel Demitnos, clcik of Bie maikcl 
-0 mudm of the Eight Ilonouiahlc Compan}'’s hatty, being to be 
by him dchv'cicd to the Kecherds of this island, to lie by them ictailcd 
out to the people thereof at the rate of Xciaphins 34 pei vinda, theiehy 
to hiipply iluiir necessities and to i educe that cominoihty fiom ilio 
picsent piiee theicoi *■ Smiilar oidor agam on Sth '■SLiv 1702 • 
Oliver unto Mr ‘Daniel Demituos, clerk of the maikct, 30 mnduJt 

Iho^K Company’!, batty, lobe by limi delivered to 

the Kachei.ib of this island, to he by tlieni lelallcd out to the people 


= R .T' n!!l‘ J? ? “I ^^'12 ■ Poricst’b Home Senes, I i.-.s 

= See' Out T**?. a,. Vorrcsl's Home Senes, I* 151* 

^secout. L 11 ToilSJ.liSvii’ 



liTatcrialsO 

AND ISLAND: 21 

llicrcof at the rate' of Xeraphins 34 per mudttf thereby 'to supply their 
ncccspities and to reduce to that rate* tbit commodity fiom its pie&ent 
pi ice of 38 Xei'a^phiiis per miuht-} 

Kombay Government Coufeultation, 25tli January 1724: The 
Governor and CounciUof St. Holcna^lmii^ requested of us in their letter 
of the loth June last a siqiply of nee and wheat by every returning 
ship from hence to Europe, agiecd tliat Bengal rice being so low as 
lls. 1 h the pnka man, we puichasc 100 liags and lay it on the Hanover. 
But whereas the neiv crop of wheat is not yet come in, resolved that 
u o wait another opportunity to send them some thereof.® 

Bomliay Govcinmont Consultation, 26th' October 1724: .Our 
granaries being low and batiy as 3 'ct coming in but very loisuielj'', in 
some incaMiic to provide against accidents it is agreed that we consign 
on the Green (bound for) Mangalor Rs. 4000 to be invested in rice and 
laden on the V^ttona hither so soon as she ma^'^be spared fiom Kdrwiir.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 29th November 1728 : Prom an 
examination of the people on board the two boats of batt^' brought on 
tlie 22nd instant by the Dolphin cruizer, it appearing that the batty 
Ixslongcd* to 'the Angria and was carr^dng to Cundiy (Keueiy), and the 
boats though belonging to this island, j-^et being ficightcd b}' one of 
Angna^s agents on pretence, as the propnetors say, to bnngwood to the 
island, and having reason to believe that such practices have been too 
ficquent j it is agreed for oxampleb sake that the boats as ■well as the 
batty be eonliscatcd as prizes for the benefit of the captors, the value 
being about Rs. 600.^ 

Bombay Govemment Consultation, 13th September 1731: There 
being a piospect of a fine crop of batty, and sundry of our inhabitants 
representing that they have a considcialile quantity of the old batty in 
warehouse, which the}' shall suffer in the sale of if ive do not jicimit 
them to export part tlieieof, it is agreed that they bo allowed to 
export till finthcr brdeis.''’ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 27tli September 1734: Our 
rortugueso neighbouis not pemiitting au 3 >- batty to be exported from 
tlieii territory as they appichended it null be ivaiited for the siipplj'ing 
of Goa through their di.'^putes ■wdtli the Kdnavese and as thereby we 
shall be depiived of the quantity usually "receivod fiom thence, it is 
agreed that we put a ‘stop to tlie exportation of grain from hence to 
prevent the price rising too exorbitantly on our pooi? inhabitants.® 

Bombay Govemment Consultation, 19th November 1736 ; The 
waiehouse-kocpor acquaints the Boaid that though it had been 
customary heretofoie to receive only ten phams of rice for every mndu 
of batty, he had prevailed upon the people who follow that occupation, 
to engage to deliver into the Companj^’s waaehouse ten pliuids and 


* Sec. Out L n. 7 of IfiSO - 1702, 1G5. From 5tli M.ay 1702, Mi. Francis Forbes ■i\ as 
till' u .truboiibC l.poper. Ditto, 62 A. 

■ - I’ub Di.uy 2 (if 1721, 16 Foiicst’s Home Sciics, II- .S-t 
= Fill). Diiuy 2 of 172 1, l.-JG. « I’ub Diaiy 3 of 1727-28, 231. 
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.two ndlioht> o£ lice for every murJa of Iwlby, and dc^iied .a minute to lie 
made liuicof to be rcfciicd to upon any occa'-ion hcicaflci.* 

Jlomljay Goveiumeut Consultation, '27tli Ajnil 17-37 : llciuif very 
appielicnsive tlieie mil be a want of loi our inhabitants (thiough 
the piohibition of bunging it hithov fiora the Mar.ithds’ countiy), an<l 
gicatiiumbci of a«elc«& people having iceoiicd liithci fitico the late 
invasion of the Poi tug iiC‘:e teintorics who uill expend the piovisions 
in tlie place mthout being of any service, it is agiced that a 
publication lie issued icqiming all sliangeis who have’ come hither 
since the beginning of those {lonblcs, to dcpait the island in seven 
days, and loihidding any of the inhabitants to entcitani or conceal 
them atlci that lime." 


Bombay Goveinmcnt ConsulLition, 3id Jfay 1737'' Finding the 
Maiiithas iofu‘>o to poiimt anj grain being bionght to this island and 
appichondmg tlicio will be a want of grain for our inluhitants liufoiu 
the next fair Fua«on, it is thought necessary to have a tiue account of 
, the btoclis at present on the island. Foi this purpo'-e it is agiccd 
that a puhheation be i«sucd lequiiing c\eiy inhabitant to give an exact 
account to the heath, of Ihtai respective Castes, of batty lice or olhci 
grain in tlicir possession, under penalty of foifeiting such as t.h.aU lie 
found not contained in that account, and such iaithci pninshment as 
the Board sh.vll think lit to inflict; audit is agiocd that half the grain 
attomplod to he concealed shall be given to tlic infoimor, nhich we 
think mil bo a uifTiticnt encouragement to malcc discoieiics. Biieclcd 
that the heads of the icspcetive castes delivci the accounts of the grain 
found upon the island to the Custom Slastcis of Bombay and M.lliim 
in ordci to be laid bcfoiethc Board ’ 

Bomhiy Government Consultation, lOth .Tune 1737 : TIic CHistnm 
Master hiy.s hefoie the Board the follomng account of tlic grain 
remaining npon the island, as taken by the heads of the ics 2 )ectiMJ 
castes : 


Bomlay Giaui Supply, 1737. 


On n 

District. 

Quantity. 

Batty - 

1 Bomb,Ty .. 

MtuJiit ... 2(J';o 

. 

1 Mdliim . 

. . 1372 

Uico ami other gram,. 

^ Bombay , 

Khanths . . j-lG 

1 AI,lliim 

IV JGO 


The above quantity is judged suflicient foi the use of oui inhabitants 
till the opening of the fan season.* 

Bombay Goveinmcnt Consultation, 16th Maj- 1737 : Tlicift not 
Ijcmg a Bumcient quantity of iicc in waiehonse for the' use of the 
gainson and maune dmiug the rainy season, nor any of tlic iriowlh of 
this counuy piocniahlc at present, the Piesidont aiiuaints the Board 
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that Mr. T\'astcll, siipraeai-oo of tlic ship Pelham, had made an offer of 
about 500 bags of lino IBcngal rice at Ils.4 and 2500 oidinary at 
Ks. 3 i, being the lowest he could afford to sell it for. It is aeeordingly 
agreed to take it at that ratc^ and diieeted lliat the mirehousc-keeper 
receive the same.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th September 1737 ; It is 
obseived tliat it IS gi'eably to be feaicd weshall be in mint of lice the 
onsuing season not only through the prospect of a bad crop bat the 
certainty of a piohibition of bringing ns grain from the Marrtthdb* 
country if they find they can tliercb}- di&ticss ns. The Picsidcnt 
therefoie proposes that if the Rose ariives in time from Smat, she he 
sent Avith the above A’essels (^intended to go to block up Angiia in his 
poll) to proceed to Mmigaloi and load \ntli i ice, and as sintdry of our 
inhabilants aic piepaiing to send boats thither on the like semee, the 
liaving a convoy in their leturn may be encouragement to otlieis. 
We do not appicheud any danger of the Rose coming up alone as our 
other fleet vn\{ be Ipng off Gheiia. It is accoidingly lesolvcd that «^ho 
be craplo^'ed in this manner. For an encouragement to oni inhabitants 
to import liatty, it is agiccd that we raise the iirico to Bs. 25 per 
mndnr 

Bombay Goveinmcnt Consultation, 3id October 1737 : The Piesidcnt 
accpiaints the Boai d that he had desired this meeting to consider how 
to pievcntthe enls we aie threatened with throngli the present great 
want of giain for the use of our inhabitants ; observing that we can 
expect none from the Mardthds Avho have prohibited .any being hi ought 
hitlior nnlcfs ive consent to faup])ly them with warlike stores, Avluch 
Avould be too dangeious an expedient. Further by letters lately icceivcd 
fiom tlie Gcneial of the North avc arc disappointed in our* hopes of 
being furnished fiom the Portuguese, as he tells the Piesidcnt that he 
cannot spare any until he has laid in a sufficient stock for the King’s 
foits and gall ison, and he is dubious fiom the badness of the 2 )iCEcnt 
ciop that they shall Iiavc little more than enough for tins service. From 
the noithcrn parts we may indeed about a month hence hope to rccciA-e 
giain, Avhieli how’cver is uncertain, and our greatest dependence for rice 
is on Mangalor, and as the liobo (whom uo proposed to send for a 
comoy to the boats bound thither and to countenance them while thcic) 
is not yet arrived fiom Surat, the President desires the opinion of 
the Board for preventing any disappointment in the supply of lice we 
hope to procure at Mangalor. On this it is obseii ed that it is absolutely 
necessary constantly to block up the enemy’s ports, and if we order any 
of the ciuizcis in harbour for a convoy to Mangalor, they cannot 
letui'n hither to clean and lake in wood and water in time enough to 
be sent to relieve tlie vessels Ave now design to send to liewff Ghcria. 
Whereupon Commodore Massey moA’Cs wdietlier it be not possible for his 
ship Wilmington to ^proceed to Mangalor and convoy back the rice A'cssels 
time enough for liirn to make his passage to Gombroon and retum Avitli 
the AA'ool before the sliips bound for England in January may be sailed. 
The Boaid considering hereupon, it is computed that the fleet may get 
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down to ii» Fcvcn (l.-iy*., mid h*! tlic lifO llicy may bcimw able in 

act ic all in readiness (Ikjiii}; llic icm.itns' of l.n-sl je.ir’h ciop), l.> days is 
the W}»esl tcim they I’ced Sslay at tint port . In all pmbaljilily lh'*y 
may 1)0 np lime by the 15th No'cinlici mid we shall not need to 
detain the iri/Miiij/Z/on'' abn%c twooi throe d.ays aClei hoi aiihal to 
dcsii.'iteh bci foi (iombionn. Allow in" tw'cniydajfl foi the in'-'-if'C 
ihitlicr and .o-s man v in her ictum, and tli.-it she will 1)0 detained ihcu' 
tit the most file day's, the wool will 1)C Ihto accoidinij to this way of 
rockoniiifr by the 5th Janiiaiy at failhesl. To save time the I’losuloiit 
olisciioh tint tlie timber for ‘Gombioon may bo now’ ]iiit on Ivirnd the 
Wihninrilon, and that aftoi .she has cnniojed tlie \i's=els to M.ini,rali)i 
and seen them up lafe as hi»h as llf'ij'ipin, sJie may then .st.md for the 
Giiir wheioby hei lolninwilh the wf>ol will he M-ry much expedited. 
To ho at tlie •'ic.itoi cciUmU it will lx? nccc'sm j to limit hei tlejuiliire 
fiom l^Taiig.iloi to the last of Oololici hut it the Iwat- should Itc lo.idi;d 
lieforo that time 01 Captain Mateey finds no iit*o is to lie got m tlie 
lilaec, that he eoiiios aw,ay to much the soonei .is he is ahle. 

lly the \wo«eowtw\ of tlvvs dcs\>^v we hope to perfonu.all the roost 
maloii.il sen ices at piesmt ic.'iiusite, mmely the bloehing up Anirii.i, 

i iiociirinu a Mippl.v of gmin to ahsohitoly iieceesaiy foi ihi* island, and 
ninging the wool fioni Peitia which wc shall Iw in gie.it want of to 
coinjiluto the loadlng^ of the tlupK on Iwnd and wc hope will jiioio an 
acce])tal)lc ailiclc to onr Ilonomnblo jrasloio It isthoicfoicngKedtint 
the W'llmvtnton be oulcicd to Mangnloi to tnnvoy .md i»iotect tlio 
ictLclt sent foi lice, and aflci seeing llicin tafu ns high as lliij.'qnii lh.it 
the mahe the Iwst of hji way to Oomhioon. And diiecled tluL the 
‘ iimliei received fiom Calicut foi repairing the f.ictoiy of Gomhioon Ik: 
immediately tent on board.* 

BomKiy Govcinmont Consullation, 7th Oclohci 1737; Sailed the 
Wtf iiiinfjtoii foi jMangaloi, with the Sneers?, ylnw, and /li?i I’li/Hir giahs 
and tnndiy shihuis under lici convoy to hung m) licc for the sonn c of 
the itbind " 


Bombay GovoinmcniCowswUation, nth OctoWi 1737 ; TbcPicsidmt 
observes that it is now necessmy to think of m.iking .a provision of 
grain foi oui inhabit. ints till lliu end of next i.ams wbiih lie .apiiicliends 
it will not lie possible to do fiom the pails about us tlnough llic 
piolubition of exporting it fiom the ^larntlia connirv and the extiomu 
Ixidness of the crop Noi can wc expect a Hiflicieiil' Figiply fiom the 
iioithwaivloi oven fiom Mangalqi smec wo aicassni«Uhc general tc.iicilv’ 
in these paits will oblige the Poringnese and Samhh.iii Angiii to 
have lecouifc to Alangalor wlicic the largo dem.and oi olhois will 
piobably piovcnt oiii getting the quantity wo may want Tlie 
licsidont heicupon pioposes to dcsiie tlie Piciident and Council of 
Bengal to supply ub vvith 12,000 oi 1.5,0001x1-5 sending p.vil tl.eicnf on 
ay of our Hon’blo Masteis' ships hound this way, and to contiact with 
any mcichants of the place on the best teims they c.ni to delivci ns tlio 
lyamdcrat a ceitainiate. The Board considering the picscnt guval 
scarcity, the htllo prospect of supiiljing oniselvcs siifricicntly from the 
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paits on this side ol India, and the dreadful evils to be .apprehended from 
the want of gmin, does nnJinimnusly agree to the .above proposal, and it 
is diicctcd that a letter be got in readiness and despatched by express 
•patamar} 

Bombay Government Consultation, 21st November 1737 : Having in 
our former Consultations remarked the great scarcity of grain and our 
apprehensions of the difficulties we maybe reduced to through the want 
thereof towards the end of the season, we now think it neces's.ary to secure 
what batty (unhusked rice) can be got on account of our Hon’blc Masters. 
Batty will keep much bettor than nee and is more esteemed by the sepoys 
.and others' to n horn rt is to be delivered. The warehouse-keeper is therefore 
du'ccted to buy in such quantities of batty as are from time to time 
imported, and the President is desired to advance him monc}' as it sh.all be 
n anted to pay for the same. As at present only a small quantitj’- of rice 
isriu war-ehousc for the Bup 2 ily of our military and marine, and us some 
merchants m.akc an offer of 5000 robins of Maiigalor rice at the rate of 
Bs. 2f the robin,which is one quarter of a rupee the robin less tlian the 
price settled by the quarter sessions, it is agreed lliat we puicliase the 
same 'on our Hon^blc Masters^ account, and directed that the amount be 
paid out of the treasury." 

Bombay Government Consultation 2nd December 1737 ; Bccoived per. 
galivat a letter from the Cliief and factors .at Sur.at, dated the 28rd ultimo, 
ad\i6iug that they had purehased 500 Mandis of batty which thcy._ 
compute will come out at Us. 23 per mwla and is to be delivered us 
here clear of all charges and a iiropoitionable abatement made for any 
deficiency that may haiipenj 500 hhandis move they have ordered to 
be procured, but give little hopes of getting it anything cheaper as the ^ 
present demand for grain in those parts keeps up the price.® 

Bombay Goverament Consultation, 18lh January 1738 : Some 
mereliants oileiing about 500 kliandis of Scindy rice at the same rate 
we bought tliat belonging to Captain Pearce (being Rs. per phara), 
and as we may yet be in want notwithstanding the iirovision we have 
made ; it is agreed that we take it on those terms as it will be an 
cncouiageraent to others to imiiort more.* 

Bombay Go\'cmment ConsiUtation, 28th Ajiril 1738 : The ICunbis 
who make salt in the several villageSj^ jircsent a petition to be supplied 
with some rice for the subsistence of their femilies offering to pay for 
same out of their salt. Agreed to let them have 200 bags of' Bengal 
rice at Rs. 6^ per bag, the patois and mukadiyns signing a bond for 
the amount and making over the produce of tlieir salt grounds to the 
Honourable Company for their security.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26th May 1738 : The ware- 
housekeeper lays before the Board an account of Bengal idee received 
per ship Halifax, namely cud;. 4!l31-l-25, making 2821 bags of 164 
liouiids each which at Rs. 6^ per bag (the price agreed on in Bengal) 
amounts to Rs. 18,339-2-85 ; Captain Roger Woodbume requesting 
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that Iho same may he made good to him, oidcicd lliat it ho ii.iid out of 
the tieasui}'.^ 

Bnminj- Government Consultation, 18th Jamuir}- IT.IB : The 
Pre'sident icpie=cnting to the Board the inhiiflicieney of our supplies of 
giain for the demand of the yrai and the ohstaclus to the obtaining iL 
from the M.ardtlia cowntiies and Mangaloi, it is agieed that a letter 
he immodiatelj’ prepared to the Chief and factors at Sniat diiccting 
tlieir purchase of a quantity of liatty fiom 1000 to InOO moinhs 
{mudih) and that if they cannot procure comejunces to send it down on 
convenient teims., that they advise ns timel}' for our suppljmg boats 
fiom hence.' 

Bombay Govenimcnt Consultation, 23id Januari' 1739 ■ The 
Pie&ident acquaints the Boaid that this Consultation is tspressl}' held 
to dctciminc the best method for pioriding a quantity of nee for the 
ni gent occasions of the island. It may be of the woist consequence 
to the place itself should it ho unpioviclcd nnth giain foi the immcdnitc 
Euppoit of the inhahitauts, as the labouring classes chiefly depend on the 
.Goiemment for even their daily supplies. Tlie extraction of nee fiom 
^langMorandthe !Maidtha eonntiics. being found impiacticahlc, and the 
piovision lately ordered from Surat, the suceess of winch depending on 
Naisdri, Ganden, and other paits in possession of the Ghenims oi 
Marathds being too precarious to trust entiiely to, the President 
proposes to write to Itlr, diaries Boddliam, residing at Scintly (Sind) 
on an employ from the gentlemen at Bengal, to pui chase frdni 1000 
to 1500 carwals of red nee cm account of the Ilonoiirahlc Comj>anv 
' and to direct him to advise ns of the time he may expect the iice to he 
in icadincss that we may send up a vessel to convo}' it dou n The 
Board agreeing thereto, ordered that a letter he instantly framed to the 
foregoing pinposc and recommended to the Chief and i^ctors at Surat 
to he fornaidedto said Chailes Boddhnm by the safest and succdicst 
means.” 


Bombay Government Consultation, 8th June 1739 ; The Piesideiit 
commun^tes to the Boaid a ieprc.'en1ation received from Capt.am 
Samuel ^alker, Commandaut, .setting forth that the olflccrs and sonovs 
doing dutj' at Sion, Suri,Warli, and other outposts complained of the 
black .Semdy nee being issued to them at Rs. 2 per phara in lieu of their 
usual stated .nllonance of batty. This the^- repicscnt will he a less to 
them as they will he deprived of thehioken rice or lumli Aihichni.akes 
giuel or Amiji and which the batty yields when tliey grind it to ncc a 

families -without any expense to them. 
And this is^ng of ncc to them is the gicatei haidship as they neio 
obliged to t^e £tty of the Honouiahle Companj-at thciate of Rs 22-1 
per m«rta when the market piice was no moie than Rs. 11. Thov 
eiqienso they aie at in being absent fiom thcii 
fellies at thoir posts, -which occasions a double chaige at tliis time 
when wood and otlier necessanes of life arc to deai.^ They lecmecb 
therefore that tetty be dehvertd them out as customaiy oi tket the 
nee he chaiged to them at the same rate as to the topasscs The foie- 
gomg request being consjdeied and the ma tter bein| found truly^nd 
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icjibonably staled, the Board agreed that, relief be given in such manner 
as requested ; and that issues be made in Ijaity as f.ar as conveniently 
can be, or the rice be charged to the mililaiy on the same terms the 
lopasses receive it which is at lls. 1 - 2 - 20 .^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, Sid August 1739 : The Piesi- 
dent mentioning to the Boaid th.it seveial merchants nliohad im 2 iorted 
lice and gram to siijqil}' the luiblio necessities, now the same arc got 
over, apprehending they must, bo considerable sufferers b}' the surplus 
left on their liands, aie desirous of leave for exporting it to other i)arts 
in quest of a vend The reasonableness of this being endent it is 
nn.inimously agreed that such a general license be granted nith a proper 
control and reserve to Iccej) a suflicient stoclc on the idace." 

Letter fiom Captain Samuel Walker to the President, 9th October 
1710: The office) s have long wished for your Ilonoui’s restoring 
them the prinlegc of supplying their several comp.inios with batty. 
Tliis request being made Icnown to 3 -our Honour, j'ou were i)lca«ed to 
hint that if the oiliccis would oblige themselves to suiq)!}' their scvcial 
companies iiitli batt^- at the rate of Bs. 22 jier imtda for a const.inc}'^ 
dear oi clieap, being the same inice the Compaii}' Biqiply their seiioys 
with latty, 3 'our Honour would consider of it. This is an obligation 
thej* d.afc not enter into j but tlic^' do promise th.at if 3 -our Honour 
will grant them the favour of sui)iil 3 'ing tlicir several companies n-itli 
batt}’, Iho.v will and do oblige themselves fi*om one 3 ’cai' to .'mother to 
supply their several companies with batt 3 ’ at the rate of Rs. 22,1 per 
miuia. Was the Company's monthl)' subsistence equal to tlie office) s’ 
expenses (which in m 3 - oiiiuion is ffii from being extrav.agant), I should 
now have foiboro making this representation in their beh.alf."' 

Bombay Govcinmcut Consultation, 10th October 1710; Read the 
above letter from the Captain Commandant of the Regiment, Avlicicon 
tlie Picsidcnt acquaints the Board tk-it some time ago the officers had 
the ])rivilooe of suppl 3 -ing their lespeelive comii.-mics nith batty for 
which they chaigcd a liiglicr price Hum wliat Hie Honourable Comp.any 
did on their monthly sujqdics to the sepo 3 -s. This bemg represented as 
a hardship he had given orders that the soldiers should in future be 
Ruiiphcd out of the Comixiny’s granaries on tlie like terms as the fcciio 3 's. 
The same being then considered, and tliat the pay- of the officois is 
a bare subsistence, their perquisites but very trifling, and as they 
engage to provide Hieir peojile at the rate of Rs. 22 ^ per vivda, the 
same as the Honourable Company- now do, that our comiiliance will be 
but little loss to our Honourable blasters and may be an encouragement 
to them. It is thercfoic agreed to.* 

Bombay- Government Consultation, 12 th February- 17dd : Our stock 
of batty- in w.'ireliouso being no more than 1900 miidds and batty being 
now lirctty- cheap, it is ohserved that should the Portuguese, who it is 
certain have a force on their way from Enroiie, commence hostili- 
ties with the Mardthas, tlie jiriee would instantly rise and probably a 
stop might be put to any- being brought hither. The custom master 


Chapter II. 
'Tiadc. 


Uiec !•> pill t 
AHn-WLil, 
173'.). 


Ofliccis to supply 
Bitt) to their 

Coni|MniOs, 

1740 


B.itty PiuchnscB,. 
1741. 



Chapter II 
Trade. 

Ml Eilivnrd Say 
ajipnintcd Oil'll; 
ol tlic M irUtl, 
1741. 


AVaiil n£ 
AYiiid1ioiisc°, 
1711. 


LHistoiical 


28 


BOMBAY TOWN 


ifi iliicclcd to make cnqmij' o£ Ike bcs.t ami clioapcst metlifid foi pocui- 
ing- as. I'jr as 1500 innJas Tvhich is c'^teomed iioces'’a'iy to be added to 
oiu lemaining (luaulity for the tcrvice of tbis iJand ^ 

Bomba}' Goveinmont Consultation, 20tli Fobiuaiy 17‘il ; Por the 
post of clerk of the maikct Mr. Edwin d Say is pioposcd in eon'-idera- 
tionoflus picpoufc eiicumsfcinecs This will be a means of suppint 
to Mm winch he is at piossnt destitute of, uithout putting our Ilou'blc 
klastois to any gteatei chatge than tlie Allowance of Rs 12 per mouth 
foi servants’ wages. Though this gentleman was foimcily high in 
the Company’s fcivicc and has since been cmplo^'cdas supracaigo of 
puvalc sliip'.j niHoi-tune has prevented his pop=es.-ing 'a modeiatc 
subsistence. We think the appointing him foi the picated reasons will 
ci’iduutlj' appeal to bo until no other view tlian an act of charity, and 
IherofoTC meet unth onr Hon’hle Ma&teis' approval." , 

Bombay Government Consultation, 20thNovcmhei 17 Jd : Onr stock 
of batty now in ivaidionse being no inoie than about 20UO mitilus and 
the pincc of tliat aiticle being at picscnl tolciably elieap, it is moved 
to consider whethoi it may not be pvopei to lay in a fiuther pioii'-ioii 
lemaiking at the same time that should the Poilugueee this yeai hiing 
their foiecs to the noitIiw.aid the pnee will be consideiahly enhanced 
.Hid not unlikely hut the MaiathiSs uill then lay a piohiMhoii on any 
being impoited fiom then ponntiy which would cousidcmbly disUcssiio 
should wo be destitnle of a siiilicient slock. It is theiefoi o a<^i eed tluit 
wo endoayom to coiitiaet foi 3000 mv<kU on the most lea'-onalilo toinis. 
Isavu]! Bhaiamshot being asked uhetber ho ivonld fninich ns uith the 
above quantity and at iihat rate, he chooses to deohne cutenng into 
ixny agiceraent TLo fame question being put to llupii Dkinii ho 
olleis to pioiide the same at the late of Its. 13^ per mmh. pioMdtd we 
mil advance Mm the sum of Es. 10,000 Tho Boaid is sensible the 
piicc Rup]i demands IS leasmablc, and as he is a man of snhslanee. 
thoio IB no ii«.k m tiustmg Mm u ith the sum dcMi«l. Agiecd that a 
contiact ho raicicd into lyith tlie said Enpji Dhanii on the folloiiiim- 
conditions A sura of Es. 10,000 to ho advanced and when liatty has 
been ddiveied to that amount, Rnp]! to he paid fiom time to time for 
the inantitiGS actua% icceived by tlie waiehon.o-keopei. tlie uLolo 
<5000 miuiui to be dehvcied mtMn foui months fiom thi« day, nauielv 
.,500 miidfls in tluee months and the icmamdcr in the MJeceedmi 
month Tlie said Eupji to sign a bond for the punctual ncifonmncf 
any f.uluie to incui a penalty of Es. 3000. It limg lepie^ented SS 
unll ho a want of pioper waichouscs foi depositing tho afoiesa d 
agiccd to appiopmtc a building belonging to the land RaiSS^tm Jt 
piesentconta^gchnmLm, the floor being imscd to a pfS^IiSn-i? 
llus the land pajinaster is ducctcd to sec done wiS « i i 
expedition and at the least chaige,'* ™ possible 
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as .also ilic quantities respectively deposited he no\v present'?, and desires 
tliis ininutc to be accordingly made for his justification. Tliis leading 
the J3oaid to consider how or by whai means ive might be .able to per- 
fect some i)ioper stoiehouscs for that article Ijelonging to our Honour- 
able Masters j as one expedient it is proposed that the houses built for 
dyois by the late Piesidcnt Cowan, now of no manner of use, bo 
appiopiiatcd for that sci vice. To render them diy and secure, additions 
and repaiis amounting to Ks. 1466-2-62 will be icqnircd. As this 
bcai's no proportion to the exjiehse that will be ineuricd by continuing 
any large qu.antity in the warehouse of piivato peisons, the land 
paymaster is directed to sec to the execution of the work pioposcd in 
the most frugal m.anner.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 8rd September 1742: Tlie Pi-c- 
sident obsen'es tLat thiough the iwant of lain there is too much leason 
to apjuchcnd a scaicity of giain ilic 'ensuing season. Our nciglibours 
the Maiatluis it is said have already jirolubited the exportation of giain 
from their country, and it would seem to him w oi thy of eonsidciation 
whether we ought not to pursue the same measmes. Tlie Bo.aid 
unanimously agiee tliat tlie export of grain be foi bidden fiom this day. 
Here a motion is_madein favour of some mci chants who, in consequence 
of pennission regularly obtained at the time when tlic scaicitv wns 
not so apparent nor even foieseen, kave actually fieightcd boats 'to the 
number of’ seven, on whom a quantity of about 500 iniid'is is laden 
designed for Goa. As a refusal to export ivould subject these 
merchants to ccitaiu loss, the question being put whether this grain, 
should now be alio w'ed to be exported, it was earned in Uie nfliim.ativc 
by a majority, subject to the condition tliat within the space of tlirec 
nionihs the expoitcrs engage to impoit an equal qu.antity to tliat 
cariicd off. To what is premised above with leg.-iid to gmin w'c h.T,vc 
this molaucholy .addition. The poor aie daily comp].aiuiug for w.ant. 
Such as have katty by them deny the fact- or .at best insist upon an 
extraordinary price avliich falls heavy upon the me.ancr sort. As by 
the contracts made last year for battj' it fortunately happens a quantity 
remains in our Honourable Masters’ possession it is proposed and agreed 
tliat the warehouse-keeper daily issue to tlie clerk of the market 10 
mudds of batty at the rate of Rs. 16 tlie miida, which the latter 
must sec is publicly vended in the bazar for the relief of the poor. 
After' we see wkat effect that will have, we can here.aftcr take sudi 
measures as shall appear necessary.® 

Bombay Goveriiment Consultation, 8th March 1 743 : There being 
still a w'ant <ff grain for the supply of the common people, it is dii-ected 
tliat ibe^ w’arcliouse-kcepcr issue to the clerk of the market as far as 
300 mildds of batty to be sold in the bazdr as the poorer sort of people 
m.ay w'ant* it, at tlie price it sells for at the Mandri.wdien imported, 
which may jircvcnt the pmeliasers of large quantities keeping batty up 
at a liigh price.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 27th May 1743 i Prom the 
aiipcamnee of the wrant of grain, the price continuing very high and 
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oven sncli persoim a<? aic pos<^;s«;c(l of any quantity icfiising to fcU auj’’ 
]»ait tliough intended foi the ichef of tlie pool, it is agiecd that the 
Bomba)' and jMuluni custom mastcis ivith the cleik of the inaikcL do 
make tcaich in all private houses and Marehouecs sealing up the m ale- 
house 11 hero .any quantity is found, and that till this account can be 
taken, tlie iiaiehoueo-kccpei is=ue to the clcik of the maikct as far as 
101) mudds of batty to be publicly sold in the bazdr, a certain quantity 
every day.* 

Bonibiy Government Consultation, 3id Juno 1743 • Accoiding to 
tlie Older made in our last Consultation an account is delivered of the 
gijuii found 111 the possession of jni\.ate mcidiants and as theic is no 
othci iray to piovide for the Bubsistence of the poorest soit of people 
tlian by obliging those poisons to give out of their stocks, the cleik of 
the maikct is empoweicd to take from them ivliat is d.iil)' icquiicd for 
the supply of thctaiaikct, Tliis he is to ictail out pa 3 'ing the owner 
the puce it Iwais from time to time at the custom-house - 


The iceoids of 1743-11; contain details of a contiovorsy icgaiding 
thc measnics to be adopted to secuio a siqiply of modciatcly pneed 
giain to the pool in ycais of scaicity. The eontiovoisy aro^o out of 
the appointment of Mi Edward Say the same who ‘in 1711 ‘■as a 
inattei of chanty ’ liad lioen made cleik of the maikefc to snpci sedc the 
casting Musalmdu Kadiaids oi heensed ricc-sclleis nho had failed to 
la)' in a piupci supply of nee. Tlie entnes and coiicsjiondcncc aio 
inlciosting in shoning ivhat practical opposition tho Grand Jmv and 
the Bench of Justices could then make to Govoinmcut mcasniCb and tho 
ficedom of discu&.sion among the Membcis of Couned The papers 
also show how gicatly the City of Bomlxiy and ideas regaidin.- its 
supply of giaiii have altoied during the last centuiy and a half : ” 

On the 26th August 1713, the Grand Juiy dclivcicd the followinir 
incscntmonttotheCouit of Oyer and Teimincr and Jail Delivoiy. 
Bie mcmheis picscnt were the Honourahle William Wake, Govemw 
of Bombay C^man and others His hfajesty^B Justices for the Town 

"PO" 0111 oaths do picscnt 
that b) a potilion of cei^n kaclmraa or nce-scllcis, pic-cnted unto us. 
It aiipeais that the matang and vending of licc is monopolized bv one 
man and limy aic excluded the benefit of the same; theiefoio we do 
present unto youi Woiships tais as a gncianco uludi leqmics rcdiess, 
submit to Bus Honourable Bench whether m fuluie the 
sale of tlie said commodity should not be general and not limited to any 
one man oi set of men wlueh will pievcnt oppiessmo- the noor On 
the above, the Clmirman (Honourable WilliamVakef obseiim. tbat^it 
lias alu-ays been the custom of this place as also of the nci"-hboiujnfr 
^ certain pcison oi pereons to ietail°unbc.ileu 
lire in the l^ai to the pooicr toil of people who by that means misrlit 

raWbTp ^ f m small quantities and at a icasonablc 

mte, the Government fiiang the price alwavs T.llnnn„o. +i „ ii 

tJh. hVs,, 

lestiicnon was hid on my who weie inclined to buy and ictail «»iound 
beaten iice for Uieu famibes or espoitation. Ill that was desired 
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\\as that tlic labouring people raiglit be supplied witlioul impopiliouj 
lliat ihe I’ice-sellors ■who had formerly this hecupo had frequently been 
comijlamed of and some corpoi ally punished .and othcis lined ; and in 
times of seal city had or at least pretended not to have what was required 
for the dail)' supplies of the bazitr, fiom •whence the Company has been 
and if a general libcity is given, may again l>c obliged to i«sne liec from 
then warehouse tliongh at^nded inth a loss. On the whole, the orders 
he had given were agiecablc to the usual practice of the place and what in 
the opinion of the most principal merchants ■svould be for the case of the 
poor, lie therefore now left it to the J usliccs ivhcther the Giand Jurj'^s 
piescntmcnt should be complied ■\rith. Tlie Justices wcie of opinion it 
should. Upon tins the Chaiiinan declares he shall be glad to find the 
- event produces a good effect, though of that he has great icason to doubt.^ 

TJic lecoid of the next sessions (2Sth October 17-t3) contains the 
foUo'iring : The' gencial license for ictailing rice in the ba<!ar oidorcd 
at last sessions is now icvohcd by the Justices ; and the consideration 
how and in wluit msinncr the iilacc shall be supiilicd, is icfcrrcd to the 
Ilonouiablo the Governor in Couiieil," 

In eoiniection with this pascage-at-aimshetuccn the Govcinmont and 
the Grand Jury, in their letter dated 20th March IT'iJ* the Court of 
Directors Anile : We arc concerned to peiceive bj’ the adriccs Ijofoic 
us tliai giain was scaicc and dear upon the island, by the jMaiathrts not 
impoiting as usual, avc aic appiclicnsive .some disgust was given them 
by denying a fioe sale of their cargoes. As the plenty and chcainices of 
the necessaries of life are highly leiiuisitc to the Avclfarc of the island, 
Vk’c aio Avilling to think that 3 'ou had no sinislcr views in altering the 
usual method of suppl^-ing the mAiket, although the Grand Jury 
picsenied the same as a great c\il. Upon seiionslj- considering this 
alfau- in cvciy light a\c arc of opinion the old method was best AVhon- 
cver you find the MarAthas Avithholding grain, you AViU do Avell to have 
icsoit to Maugalor as Avas done upon this occasion by sending the 
Montague anUPultency tliilhov, though Rs. 7000 fi eight to the latter 
for so short a trip seems to ho too liigh a rate. i\Ir. ISdivard Saj", clerk 
of the market, must no longer be continued in that post hut aniipiight 
callable covenant servant must he appointed m his room.® 

Before this Despatch Avas AATittcn on the 3rd February 17-f4', at a 
Government Consultation, the rresident icminds the Board of iho 
resolution come to at last gcnci.al qnaiier ECbbion.s for the Picsident and 
Council to consider uh.at means are most piopci for supplying the 
lahourjng and poorer sort of people with rice. lie icmarks that the 
rice which has alAA'ays hitlicrto been confined to be sold by the liacliards 
only is gionnd but nnhcatcii nee, it being the most proper for them. 
That all persons liaA'O ever been at lihoity to sell batty and heatcu rice 
in the bazar or anywhere else AAuthout any restraint A\hatcA'er, as also 
to make batty into unbeaten licc for theii' oavh use or exportation at 
their OAvn plea&inc (except when grain- is scarce Avhen only the Govern- 
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nient piolubils the exportation of it). That in ppito of tins ficcdom 
llio Gland .Tula’s piesentmcnfc at the qnai-tcr sc'^aons in August last 
iniplicd that tlio sole vcnduig of all Idnds of uce was coninicd to 
one pcison, and confoimable to the tenour of that picscntinciit, the 
Bench of Justices oidcicd tliat cveiy peivon should have the liboity of 
selling imheatcn licc m the bazar oi el«cwhcic, that the poor and 
labouiing jicople might huv as eheiip as they could The Pic.'adont 
icminds the Boaid that as ■Chauman he had asked the foioman of the 
Gland .Tuiy whether their presentment was founded upon any complaiut 
that had been made to them. The foieman’s icply was ‘No; it is 
de.'.igncd to picvcnt anj' complaint in futuic.'* ‘I’lic Piesident fiulhci 
explains that it had always been the custom of tlus place, a custom 
which uhtamed with tlie Portuguese at Basscin as n ell as otiior places, 
to appoint a eeitain person or persons jMooimen called Kaclfards who 
only ncie to «ell out liy retail in some small paiccls in the public 
inaikct '3 unbeaten iice to such pooi and labouring people as liad not 
time 01 courcnicnccs to giind it tliomsclvcs, and till August last, for 
ihcii ehaige and tiouble the Jcacharas weic always pcimiltcd by the 
Govomment to sell half a muda of good unbeaten iico at ihi rale of 
He 1 moic tlian the puce of a muda of batty as rated at llio custom 
house, or other msc as the GoTOinmont thought piopoi to fix it. That 
though these Kadi cads obliged themselves to supply the hazfir ivith 
unbeaten iice at all events, still in times of scarcity as ilicy ncvei had a 
sufficient slock, the Ilonouiablo Company had always bben obliged, and 
ooiiciall}' to llicir loss, to puichaso abioad for the seince of the bazar. 
If in seasons of scaicity the Company have to make good the balance 
rcquiicd by the baziti the Company ought to liavc the sole light to 
supply the bazai wuth batty to bo made into unbeaten rice as afoics.iid. 
Unless this lestiiefaon is made, in time of plenty if all shojikcepeis 
c.au sell the Compauj'^s batty may and will spoil upon then hands; 
and in a time of scarcity, if lib proper provision is made, the pool must 
staivc It IS well Icnomi to tlie whole town that in times of sc.ii city 
Ihe./.ar/iords did not supply the bazar but sold piivatclj' m the night 
by false moaMucs at wlivt puces and. such tiash as they pleased ; £oi 
nliieh abuses they have been ficquontl)* fined and punished Last year 
when batty was leiy high and iising, the mcichants complained to Iho 
President and requested him tliat the Kitty might be issued out of the 
Compauj'^s ivai chouse When no batty came as heretofore to the custom 
house for s.ile foi tho consumption of the Kizi'ii, it became necessary to 
appoint some piopoi and honest poison to make it into unbeaten iicc 
and vend it .ns nsual. Hnpji Dlianji, a considerable meiehaiit, nho on 
tlio like occasion had before undertaken tho work, was asked but 
lefused, alleging bis business would not permit him to give the necessary 
attendance The mcidiants then proposed Mi. Say, ivho w’as clcik of 
the market, as tho piopeicat pcison. This was the sole reason -why 
Ml. Say ivas so appointed during that time of scarcity. The Ficsidcnt 
Ixdicves Mi. Say executed the business very justly oi at least as well 
as tho badness of tho batty he had fiom tlie Company's waichousc, it 
'Ijcing old, would permit 

Tlie Kacjiaids hcictofoie pci mitted solely to siipplj' the bazai with 
unbeaten licc li.iviiig cvei been complained of tlic Ifonoumblc Company 
li.avo generally been sufl'eicis by being obliged citber to luovide in ' 
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time of scarcity for the poor and labouring people, or to foice-fiueh as 
had a stock of batty on llie island to sell for the supplj’- of the bazdr. 
To j)ut a stop to thc=e orils and to scenic tliat the poor and labouring 
pcoide may bo provided for ^\’ithou^ imposition, the President pi eposes 
that, at a convenient time the TTonourablc Compau}* do lay in a stock of 
liatty, or in default theicof of lice, for solely supplying the bazdr j that 
this stuck be issued out of their nwchouse by the waiehousc-kccpcr to 
such person or peisons Iwing ]Sui'o]icans or Native Christians as shall be 
Iiormitted to make the said batty into unbeaten rice, he or they paying 
for the same at the time of taking it from the Compan 3 '’s ■warehouse, 
and ha\ing the sole vending of it in the bazar at the eustomaiy advance 
of Ro. 1 the 'nvuda. That for the moie convenicut inspection of the eleik 
of the maiket the said unliealcn lico be issued fiom one convenient 
pl.ieo andrin the day only j that., in like manner ns the ari-ack farnici , 
the person or poisons thus permitted maj* send one of his own pcr\anls 
will a person that complains at an)' time of the rice being bad, to the 
clcik of the market or a justice of peace to scetliat it lie notadulleiatcd 
by the way ; and that the clerk of the market be oidercd to be voiy 
oaieful in 'duly inspccling the rice and the measure it is sold by, and, 
if there be occarion, to make complaint to any one of the justices, or on 
material oeca'-ious to this Board. The aliove jiioposilions causing some 
debatoyoe-pecially in lespect to the peison that may lie permitted to 
vend unbeaten nee in the bazar, the President icfeiied the considciation 
to another day, leaving it to the members to deliver their opinion either 
in writing or voibally, declaiing he shall appiovc of any industrious 
honest poison or persons they shall nominato tliat wll accept of the posL.^ 

A week later, the lOlh Febru.ary ni-l, in connection with this debate, 
Itlr. fTohii jMnnro a member of the Board wrote to the President: 
As on the 3id instant I declared that the A«c/<a9'<is appointed to sujiply 
the poor with unlxiatcn rice ought to be no longer continued in that 
employ, and tliat it was necosoary to nominate a Euiopcan to that 
oflice, it may not be improper foi mo to give icasons for my opinion. 
For ycais the Icachaids have taken all opportunities of oppiessing 
and grinding the faces of the iioor. This I believe will not bo con- 
tested. It can be proved by the many complaints against them, tlieir 
]iresent chastisements, and the cxpciicnce of the most substantial and 
Iniowing inhabitants of the place. Their abuses last season occasioned 
the appointing Mr. Edwaid Say to perform that oflice, .under the 
inspeelion of the President and Council, by which means the poor n ere 
constantly supplied, and the' price of batty in the scarcity time was no 
moie than lls. 30 the mvda, wliich, in the opinion of exporieuced men, 
would have exceeded forty •m.tliout tliis regulation. When grain was 
imported caie was taken to lower the jince, and by degrees it fell to 
Rs. 23 in August last. Then, in consequence of an older of the 
Bench of Justices to render the suiiply open and free to every person, 
the kachariis crept in again ; and in a short time batty was up at 
Rs. 27. At a quarter sessions in October last tliis afEaii* was once 
more ref oi red to the Government, as -was formerly practised, wliich 
terrified the kacliards to such a degree that tliey absteined from bujdng 
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for some time, and th'e batty fell again to Bs. 17. But as no paiti- 
cularoidci -was issue'd aftenvaids they continued their employ, and 
batty now is at Bs. 30. 

Fiom the above it appeals to me absolutely ncce&'-aiy to displace the 
hachords. I iToheve the most cffcetiial method of having tlio otiicc 
n ell peiformed is to appoint a European, m which I .am confiimed 
by the oianion of the most snlistantial mci chants Tliat one pei'son 
under piopei inspoolion ma}' supply the Inziii as well as tn enty, will 
not, I believe, he disputed, smee this is the method of supidjang the 
inhabilanls mth tobacco and anaek. And I must think there will lie 
as little e.iu?e to suspect impositions in this case, as i£ theie ncio hie 
bundled kachunU, especially since a limited piicc must lie hv.ed Foi 
it is not the number of selleis of a neceesaiy commodity, hut the piopei 
icgulation undei which it is sold, that can pi event f lands. It is' com- 
puted tliat two thousand ntudds mil he wanted foi the haz.h annuallj', 
which ma)' he about one-sixth of the consumption of IheisLinilj and 
if one peison has the employ, he must proidde accoidingly, in which the 
[.acftauis have often failed*, otherwise theie would he no occ.isionfoi so 
frec[uent iecoui.-o to the wai chouse Indeed if the Ilonoumble Comiiany 
was to lay in a sufficiency, an advance of (.i little) above inteiC'-t of money 
might he fixed on the halby , and then the poor i\ ould not only lie cei tain 
of a constant supply, hutfeven cheaper, at a medium, than if they wcic 
to have it at the curicnt maikct pnee ; and in eithei case, suie Tlie 
allow.ancc giantcd the kachmas for so many ycais cannot be giiidgcd 
to a European for his tionble As I mentioned Mi Edwaid Say a 
pi oper poison foi the employ, I slall beg leave to give my loasons for 
that hkcmse • (1) Bccau=e he h.id foimcily dischaigcd the office mth 
gicat diligence, at least to tlie genoial satisfaction. If any little 
complaints weio lumouied of his management, it is piohable they ivcie 
miscd and fomented by the kachauis in hopes of getting ag.iin into 
then old tiack. Had theie been Just cause foi complaint 1 imagine 
some one of the justices must liave beaid of it and would Lave gianted 
leJiess, oi lepie^cnted it to the President and Council (2) Beeausij, 
fuithoi, Ml. Say appears to me ah active caicful man, and by hisliaving 
no othei business he can the mote ie.adily apply all his time aud altpiil 
tion iu that office winch leqniies gieat ap^ilication, and foi wliich I take 
him to be much bottci adapted than a Compan3''s servant, as tbc}* aie 
all othermso empIoj*ed * 


At a Government Consultation, the 10th Eebimiy 1744, tlie leasons 
stated in the above letter fiom Mi. Munio weie considcicd • jVf tei some 
debate the majoiitj* of the Boaid agieed that tlie Honouinblc Oonqiany 
do at a piopei time commence to pioiide batty for the sole supplnn^ 
the TOz^i Mith unbeaten nee, which always was to liave been done by 
the kacJiauin, Some of the mcmbcis piopoemg tbe wareliouse- 
keeper should make the batty into unbeaten rice and issue it out io the 
poison or poitons permitted to vend it in the bazar, the Picsident 
readily came into it, as any inconvenience arising theiefi om mio-ht 
® rem^cd. It vms then agieed that, at a time beie- 
atter to lie appointed, the warcbonse-keeper do issue out to such person 
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or jiersons as pliall Ijc permitted by this IBoaid.siieh quantities of nn- 
beaten iice ns may be wanted for the poor, he or tliey iiajung for the 
same as they take it 'away at such proportionable rates as batty may 
bear at the custom liousc or as shall Ire .fixed by the Governor and 
Council, being' allorved He. 1 on 12\ unbeaten lice for his or 

tlieii tiouble and ehaigcs, as was always customary. The measuies 
used to lie sealed by the clerk of the market who is duly io inspect the 
goodness of the nee ojid picvent any abuses whatever.^ 

Ten days later, the 21st Pcbruaiy 1744*, Mr. Hugh Howard again 
biought the question befoje Govemment in the following letter : 
The pi ovision of giani for the relief of our poor being partly the lesult of 
youi Consultation of the 10th instant, it A\as agreed that the Honouiable 
Company lay in .a" sufficient quantity for that purpose. I was 
absent thiough indis]joi!ilion, yet tliink it the best expedient that 
could be thought on to prevent the hardships and uiconvenienccs which 
the poorer sort of peojilc have so long lalioured under from the abuses ' 
.and oppression of the lcaclinra\ foimcrl}’- appointed to letail un- 
beaten nee. I do not approve of the hacharas being snffcicd to sell 
any moie. As the warehouse-keeper is to take charge of the 
Company’s giain and to deliver it for the retailing on being fust paid 
for, 1 do not tlunk it a proper office for a Company’s servant to issue the 
"lain to the poor, since it will require conshanl attendance and ilieicby 
depiive the Company of his service in a dilTcient manner. Thciefore I 
am of opinion that ]\Ir. Edward Say, who is willing to rolmqui=h 
his post as cleik of the market, it being confessed at the quarter 
sessions in October last there was no objection made to his fidelity in 
the discharge of that office, and he being a diligent and industi ions man, 
is a fit .and proper person for cleaning and retailing rice to the poor 
under such lestnctions and regulations as the Governor and Council 
shall thmk'convenient.® 

,A_few' days later (Eebrnary 1744) Mr. Edward Owen addicssed the 
President^ to much the same effect : As it ma)’’ be expected that 
cyoi y member of this Board should give in his reasons in writing 
foi' suppoiiing his opinions conconiing the provision of rice proposed 
tolie made for the town, I here lay before your Honour wkat I have 
to offer on that head. I am not against tire motion for the Company 
providing for the hazdr, hut I would recommend the delivciy to be m 
batty to be served ont in large quantities to some pci&on or jicrsons 
appointed for that qiurposc, and to he paid for as taken away and not 
to be made into rice by the Company as lias liccn proposed. ' I appre- 
hend many poor people must be employed for cleaning the batty, of 
whose circumstances it will hardly be possible for the w’^arehousc-kceper 
to have a sufficient know’ledge. If so the Company w'oiild be liable 
to many bad debts, besides a gi-eat increase of servants' wages, w'aic- 
honse lent, and loss in receiving and delivering. Por these reasons I 
am against that proposal. It has also been piroposed that a Company’s 
scryiint should be the jierson employed 'to serve out rice to tlie haziir in 
.small quantities Tills' I must also heg leave to object to. A 
constant ‘attendance is required and such a person can have no otlici 
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36 BOSIBAY TO^\v^’ 

cmijloymcnl. Bi;sulc‘. it scum<; to mo inooiiHslent llic dnly 
o£ a Company's scivant to bo cmployeil upon svicli biimio-. j foi I 
appieliund llic Company nc\cr intcmlcil to allow thoii hOi \ ants siliiry ami 
diet money and have no u^c o£ them. And .is I know of no ]Iel^on out 
oE the seivicc «:o rittiiig for it as Mr. Bdwaul S.iy, I .am tlioiefoie for 
appointing Inm foi that employ, to receive the batty fiom the Comp.any, 
he to make it into lico and have a piopci allow.anco foi his timiblc, and 
that he he not pcimiltcd to pmcha^c Ixittj auj wheic else for the 
supply o£ the baiiir — all -whieh is pnbmitlcd to yoni Honours 
deteimination.^ 

A foilmght letter, the 16th IMaich 17.|1, T^lr. John Jloilcy .addies^cd 
the Picsident, m opposition to tho mows of ilcs'-i-^ !Muuio, IIo\\.iTd, 
and Owen: As I dcelaicd my dis'-ent the 3td and lOlh oI last month 
fiom one poison's ha\ mg the sole piuilogc u£ supplying the inaiket 
mill unhc.vton lice to the exclusion of otheis, as 1 aho did at llie 
quai tor sessions in August and Octohci last, 1 now take the lilieily 
to give my icasons mIicicoii my said opinion \ias founded, as well as to 
add such otlicis why I think thcic ought to he a genoial hcon«c. The 
hachai'ds ii\c a set of people who have innnv yc.'us been indulged with the 
hboity o£ supplj'ing tlie market w ith un1ic.atcn iice, and bare always been 
allowed Re 1 piofit upon c.'ich muila of lutlj- that they in.ide into such 
lice' foi the benefit of the pool. Jfotwitbslaudmg tbe^o people Imre 
long had this indulgence, I novel knew that the icst o£ the inhabitants 
w'cic dcb.iiicd from bunging oi selling such iicc in the in.iikel, or that 
•the laclunns liad ever an exelusivc giant for supplving it solely, 
'I’ho duef icasou whytliis license was Liken fiom them last jeai 
and given to !Mi. Say wTis that they did not supply tho ma'ilcot 
W'ltli a suffieient qiimtity, but sold it piivatel)’’ in th<'ir houses at an 
ndianecd rale This, Ilwlievc, might iu m.auy icspecls lie tine, Imt suiely 
this giierancc might IuvcIhscu ledicssed by the Ooverament oi a justice 
of pe.'ice upon pioper applioition who would undouhtcdly ha\c obliged 
them and every one else tli.it sold unljcaten rice to fimiish the inaikct 
fully, and picventcd them fiom Lilting au unjuslili.tb1c .adv.mtagc of 
the poor's necessities. Also though tlic/inc/iaidR m.iy m some inslances 
have abused their trust, jet another sot might ceilamlj' be pitched upon 
that would execute that oilicc licttci, and, fiom the cx.rmple m.rdo oi I ho 
present, he more c.autious o£ giving cause foi eompl.iint. Bj- this mcau'. 
the o\ul umj' be lenioved without pubjccting the pool to a gie.atci 
liaidslup bv puUrag ibis power enlnelj into one man’s iKinds. It is 
mcontesiablj'' tnie th.it batty last pcason boro an exceeding Ingli price, 
gi cater than for pome j’cais bcfoie , but these people could m.rke no 
gicator advantage tlreicof tlian the picmcntioncd allowance, rvilhout 
pnlijcctmg tliemselvcb to a corporal punishment and .r lino upon pi oof 
tbeicof and foifcrtuio of the Ixitty oileicd to sale which they would not 
ccitamly run tho nsk of, when their advantages other wajn would lie 
inconsiderahlo. The reason universally allowed for its use Last year was 
tlut the Brahmans upon Sulsette ancl other places contiguous' to this 
island (and fiom w'hencc w’c are always supplied) had engiosscd tho 
gicatest p.iit thereof, and would not send any hero' for sale unless a 


•Tub. Di.nij 17 of 1741, 73-74 



Halcrials-l 


AND ISLAND. 


37 


considerable iiiofii accrued to themselves. This I have been cicdibly told 
was the cluef and only cause of rice bearing so high a piice last year. 
Tliis inconvenience was not in the least icmedicd after Mr. Say had 
Hie sole light to supply the rice ; it continued as gieat as befoie. 
Nor indeed do I think the supply can at all be airangcd by confining 
it to one person. On the contiary the piiec is inoic likely to be 
1 educed when theie is a general libeitiy given for cveiy person tliat 
pleases to sell it in , the market than theie certainly can be uhen 
this privilege is taken fiom them. The fixing a piiec upon batty at 
the Mdudvi upon impoitation may indeed picvent the importers 
fiom running it up to an excessive late. Still this inconvenience nill 
^Itcnd this ste}! that it will certainly prevent the importation of liatty 
and consequently diminish the Coinpany^s revenue of customs, as it may 
bcpicsumediiomeichantwillcaieto bring iice to market unless they arc 
suic of a piofitablc and ficc sale. To nliat iiecc'-sitics wc may by 
Hus means be' i educed, siuce our cliief dcpciidaucc for batty is upon 
our neighbours, and especially when there is so small a stock upon the 
island as aHpreseut, is to me apparent. Nor am I singular in this. 
!Many creditable poisons upon Hie place give it as their oinmon that no 
step we can take to keep the jirice of batty low and cncoiiiagcits iinpori, 
will be moie effectual than to leave the price fiee and open and to 
permit the importer to sell it to whom and at what price he pleases. 
Should it bo thought proper to put this solely in one man's hands 
(winch 1 am fai fiom tlunlcing ought to be done), in times of scarcity it 
Avill bo expected whatever batty may be imported a part of it should be 
assigned the person that supplies the market with unbeaten rice as was 
the case last year. This in many respects may be esteemed a haidship 
upon Hie proprictois who, it is well kiiomi, bnug laige quantities fiom 
the other side and keep it in warehouse several months upon Hie island 
before it is sold. By this means theie is generally a considcmblc stock 
lodged, which wc may have recourse to on any gicat emergency, and 
besides enough is ^eueially brought to supply the baziir. 'M'hercas 
if a part of .HI tliat is imported is to be appropriated in the manner 
above mentioned, few or none of the inhabitants on the other side 
will caie to lodge thcii grain nith us. To what sti eights wc may by 
this means be reduced when Hicre is not a plentiful crop, needs no 
explanation, and e.specially nheii it is coiisidcied wliat a small 
jiroportion Hus island jiroduccs in eompaiison to its consumption. 
jMoreovci I do not think that the person who so sells it ought to have 
any part allotted to him though at the maikct price, nor have any 
advantage in respect to his purchases more than any other person. - 
It may be objected Hiat if a general hlierty is .allowed, no pemon 
mil think himself obliged in time of scarcity to supply the market, 
but recourse must then be liad to the Company as has been the case'; 
and therefore from hence it may be infeiTcd how necessary it is to 
■appoint a person that will at all times supply the market. It is well 
kiiomi theie are few or no merchants upon this iilace that either can or 
will enter into any such engagement. For unless they do and should 
grain be so dear this year as was last, the market will be as indiffeiently 
suiqdied. And -therefore to prevent tliis no person I tliink should have 
permission to sell unbeaten ncc in time of plenty unless he will engage 
also to sell when rice is dear. By this means tliis inconvenience may 
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be remoxod, a'? it is bclicicd many noiild nillin<rly con<-cnt l<i 
unbeaten nee on biu-li tcims wbcieliy the niiuketnonld Iw nnicb Ijcttei 
pupplied than in all pioljabihiy it will when the Mi]»i) 1 y i- conlinvd 
I'liitbor the pool will nntthenbccptiiolyat Ibc meic} ol one man o'- nin'-l 
coitainly lie the ca«c iC llu® ficneial bljeiLy is taken awai . Bc-ide- it 
inavbc piC'.umcd the pole \ondor will l.iy in no moic when deal than will 
be iinfl’icicnt £ov each daj'^e expemc nor can it be imagined be mil ba\c 
a (sipital that will enable him to lay in a '■nflicicnt stock for the laiikct 
ceiiecially sbould the Fcaicity continue lonir, when upon a moderate 
computation it is computed ten mmtiU a tkiy are icquircd foi Bombay 
baziir only. "Whon Mi. Saysiipi»lied Uie town last year we bad only one 
'waiebouee where he issued the lice And the lbion;j of purcluasors w'as 
always so gicat tliat the pool and lab'iimne; people avoidd «omutimes 
attend a day oi two before they could Cfot a suHicicney foi tbe_ nijtjioit 
o£ tboii familic'' andmoicoici Iw nbliijcd to neglect tli>*ii lalxuii wbeieon 
tlioii maintenance depended Besides^ iC lepoit lie tine, Ibcy wcie 
often malticatcd 'J'bis is one of tlic evils that mil attend a sing-le 
poison lias ing tin*, oflice, wbcieas if the liberty to Mip]»ly be fiec and 
open, tins as w oil as many othei c\ ils may be avoided It ajipeai s to me 
evident that one poi ton's being invested with tins piiiilege and c\ciy 
one else excluded may lie attended with ill consequences in lespcet In 
the suppljnng of the pooi They will not llion liai c it in their option 
to ])uiclui«o whciotlici can be licst and obeape-t son cd, but miNt lie 
obliged to take tlie ncc from him be it e\ci so bad, os 1 am well assmed 
was the ea«o last yoai when Mi. Saj’ solely supplied the bariii. Besides 
the sole vcndoi will base it more in bis pow'ci to giind and impo«c on 
them than can possibly bo done when the piiviloge is open. Tbougli 
cveiy one that raaj think him oi themselves aggiicied or oppiC'Sed 
may have icdicss against such sole scndoi upon pioper application 
cithci to the Government 01 a justice, jet 1111011 it is eonsidcied how 
avci'-e lhc=e conutij’’ people arc from making a foimal comjilnint aguinst 
any Bnglish gentleman in oflice, it may be picenmcd tbcj will submit 
to giait c.\aclions and impo'.itions latliei than mcui the displeasure of 
the poison ivbo may happen to Iw sole vendor In oidci to icmcdv 
this the cleik of the market ought to take caic to pieienl all 
impositions and exactions and to see that the maiket is supplied with 
good lice and all occasions of comphimt avoided This is the dntv of 
Ins oflice flow can it be peifonncd if lie should haio the sole vending 
of the lice, and wlieie can the poor Lave icdiess wdicniliej' aic aggiieicd 
if the peifcoii that ought to do them justice is tlicir opplc^sol. "a.s tins 
may piolubly be the c.ase, I think the cleik of the market ought to 
have no otlici conceni theiein than to see tlwt the poor have justice 
done them. Fovivhich ie.ason I must dcclaic my dissent amiiusl ]tli. 
Say's enjoj'ing both offices. ® 


Tlie allowance of a lupce the mud a upon all-Iiatty made into un- 
beaten rice, as a comprasation to the peison that supplies the maikct 
theicwitli, I do not think is nnicasonablo pioi’ided it is not c.xccoded 
But as there is great loason to behove it has been exceeded bJrolofoie 
iVbile there ivas a geneial liberty, theio is as much to think it mil lie 
cq.ually or even mofo'oxceeded when Euppljmg the mailret'i? confined to 
one peiEon and mth less appiohensiou of being dotceled. .An opinion 
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prevailed la*'!, year that JIi’. Say did evcccd this allowance^ but as 
I had never any formal coTnjdaint. about, it, I c.innoi upon my own 
hnowlcdiye iWf-ort it to ha\c Iwen yo. It ha*, been allep:i'd that the 
pei.^on& nho used to sujiply the luzar ncier ihnHijhL thcni'.clvc.s under 
any obli'pitiou to nialce a pioiif-ion, .■^bonld any teaicity ha])]»i‘n, but. 
that rccouise mu'-i lx* had lo the Com]’any upon any such cmcr^foncy, 
a*, hath often hapi)cnc«lj andpailioularly la'.tycui. I cannot appiehejid 
what i)robabilily thcjc i*. that one man n ill oi can make a Ixdter j)io- 
vwou lh.in many, lli-snell known Jlr. Say la*.! M'ai had a larffc 
quantity fiomtbe Comi»any‘h <»ianavi«s when he hud the hole >cndinc:of 
unbeaten lice in thcbazali. llieieby the Company weu* couMdcnibh; 
gainc'is. and the could hut. haiclM.*i*n the c.iine had tin* lii*!!! to 
pujqily Iv'en Kcnoi-al. Tlu’rerou* a*. i«*c.>ni50 must be b.id In tin* C.'om- 
]i[my u hen nobody cbe c.in oi nil! supjdi nee, J a]>j)rehi‘nd that ct|uallv 
nith any* one cl=c the Cijinpany oufjhi to have the ri'^ht of i*.*.uin*» liee 
lo the b.az?ir. J maintain tlii*. o*.puci.ilIy foi the. lea'-'.n that u hen the 
pool have the Coinp.my’s \\atehou=o open to them the Lii.'/inriU \v\l] 
jiothaA’O it/fn their power to impose njmn them It uill 1 believe lx; 
admitted tlLat the Company alone tan lay inn Mitllcicnt ‘=1i'(k lo ati'.wei 
Ibfs pnipo'*'. 'And ns by llns ine.int- a hivsre <juantity mn*t always lx* 
kept on linnd by maiiinfr it into unbeaten lice and i'-snin'r it .»t a ^^^ll 
advance, the profit tliat will a<*eiue to the llononinble (?i>mji;iny will 
compensate for any extiaordmaiy oxiicnso of waieliont-e lont and 
SCI \ ants’ wacecs. 'Jliou};h the Comjr.m}' may not at jiro'-ent b.i\« 
waichouFes «5ullicient to lod<^c cuch sui cxtixioidmaiy ipiantity they may 
rent w.'uvhoti'Cs as ob(>a]dy as any oilier perpon. Hc*«.idpe by their s-o 
doinjr, Uie ]ioor wdll always be corlatn of beinjr well siijiplicd. as the 
Comp.any will take more eaic to pievent uneasiness ainl discontents 
amonij the peojilc than any jirivate permn is likely to take. As the 
Company aic to lay in a stock of Irntty for the maiket and to make 
it into unbeaten rice, I think one of tbeii coicnant peivnnts should 
icccive it from the W'aieliousc aud have the disposal of it in the ha/rtr 
uiion thcii account, under the inspection of the clcik of the in.nkcl, and 
with the condition of lendorin}' .a monthly acoonnt of Fales, I cannot, 
think the Conip.auy's b.itty ought to he made into liee and another 
icaj) the adianlagc th.at may aiisc fioni llie sale without nmdoring any 
arcounl. 'J’liif- objection ajipbes iKirlicnlaily to Jirr. Say, who, as clerk 
of tho maiket', has full employment if he docs but faithfully execute 
bi.s oflice. 

Notwithstanding I am for the Com])any’fi selling nnboaten i ice, I 
would not be nndeiplood to bold tli.al every one else should be depiivedof 
the like ]nivilego. On the conliaiy I think the Rliiijily ought to be fice 
and open, as le=s inconvonicnecs svill aiipethan wdicnitisnudoi iqstiainl. 
For tliongh the Comiwny may lay in more Inlly than the market may 
. t.ake off in a Reason, the surplus may bo issued to the ganisou at llio 
established latc of Its. 221 the viucla, whereby a liandsomc jmifit wilj niieo 
In the Comp-anv if it is laid in at any reasonable into and will bo a full 
compensation for such a dipa]ipnmtmont. Besides, we shall have the 
lops to lay in for the season follmving, for it is w’oll laiowp if piopor 
caiche taken of it, halty will keep very well tivo j^cais w'ithont dangev* 
of spoiling.^ T believe Mr. Say’s diligence .ip.,tho execution of tlio 
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’offico q£ hachaiti last ycai wa*! very great. Could it be expected 
otlienviep -wlion the considoiablc advantages he acquiicd tlicrohy cntiiely 
depended upon his diligence. The office of clerk of the market is employ 
siilHeicnt ivithont that of kticliara too The enjopng hoth^eems to me 
incomp.'itiblo as the ^(jlcik is to he a cheek on tlie snpplier. Supposing 
Sir. Say should lehnquish the clerkship I still think he is an impiopci 
pci son for suppliei, as the people mm mured gicatly against him when 
he executed tliat office hist 3 ’eaT. The picscntment of the Grand Jiiiy 
111 August last agiiinst a .«olc kachaia nas founded, ns I have been well 
assured, upon the pnvate uncasine&scq of the lower class of people who 
thought it a hardship tliat the libei tj* of puichasing from ivhomjjthey 
pleased should be taken airaj' and thej'- bo confined to buj' fiom Mr. Siij' 
nh.it rice he plca«od to give them, some wheieof w'as excuodinglj' liadj 
as well as tluit office being put into one man’s liaiids w’ould ojicn a 
dooi for gicat oppicssion and exaction. This tlio justices thought so 
icasoiiahle as well as tliat a gcneml Illicit}’ ought to continue, that the 
office of solo lachara iras .aliohshed by almost the unanimous voice of 
the Bench of .lustiecs, and a fiee liberty was then given for evoi}’- one 
to sell unheaten nee tluit plc.sscd. So it continued iiilh almost 
gcneml sati'.faetion till the sessions in the folloinng Ocloboi when the 
justices lecoiisidciing this afEaii, the majoiity agreed to icfer the coii- 
sideiation of proper methods foi siippl}uiig the inaikct to the Govenior 
and Council. Fzom this older I disagreed, hoiiig then and am still of 
opinion that the Bench of Justices alone can piopcily have cognisance 
, of concems of this kind.* 
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Tlio same dsiy, the 16th hfaicli 17 11, another Member of the Council, 
Ml. llMbara Sedg\iickc,addiessedtliePiesidcnt: Tliciuasons given at 
a meeting of Council by one of tbo members of this Boaid for his 
opinion on the scheme for supplpng the pnblio with uec, c.iU upon 
mo .ind cvoiy one else to set forth sometlung of that soil in wiihng. 
Thoicfore, not to take np much of your time, I slwll licio iccile only 
a few of the most matcn.'il reasons tliat have occiiriud to me diuino tlio 
course of the affair. When Mr. Say, by some appointment or o°hor 
acted as sole kachara oi vendoi of nee in the bazAr, comidaiiits woie 
made of the management Thongh thiough an ovci -Icmtv .and ipoaid 
for his cluiiactor these complaints wcie passed oiei in si'lonce f do 
not doubt hut some of them weic afteiwiivds laidbcfoio tlie Grand 
-Tin y, u hich u a® the occasion of tlieir piosentraent This 3 ury consisted 
ol a set of men ag.amBt whom I ncvei hoard .any ohjcctious. As usual 
they wcie pitched upon out of the most substantial inhabitiinK the 
best acquainted mtb tlio nature of tins place as well as with the laws of 
their OUT! country and under whose cogmzaucc all eomiilaints of such 
a natiiie piopcrly fell. They, thciofoic, as icpiescntativcs of the hodv 
of this tovni, did present this office of sole kachara as a nuhlic 
giicwanco. N or do I sec how tlicy could avoid so piescnhng it. Voio 
Bioy not in their charge torn the Bench lemmded of thoii trust ? 
Mere they not sworn iii tlie most public and solemn manner to do 
.pi'-tifc uithoiitW’ or favour? Nay, and they were TinaTiitnn., • 
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aiid siifliciontly sdiowod how disagreeable such an instilulion was id the 
place m general, and 'that the juiy liad no other motive but the public 
good, wluch I suppose was likewise the oinmon of the Bench, for they 
then ordeied the office to be abolished and a general liberty granted 
for selling ^gi'Mii. On theiery next sitting Qf the sessions, to my 
gieat surpiise and eonceni, this atfair was again bi'onght np and the 
fact tliat the scarcity of giain continued, was made the foundation for 
rehltroduoing the sole hicharash ip. Do gentlemen think that Bombay 
any moie tlian any other place is to be exempt fiom calamities of this 
sort? Have nob all states and 'communities sutfeied such straights at 
one time or other ? Bombay has often suffered from want of grain. Never 
tliat I know of was such an expedient as this ever 'thought of before. 
j\Iueli imlder measuies I should tliink might be taken to assist tlie poor 
on such occasions than putting it into one man^s power to oppress the 
whole, as well as depimng many families of tlie means of livelihood. 
However one of the Bench changing his opinion, the voices then became 
ctiual and Ihoie lb ought to have rested IVhv was it refen'ed ? All 
cml gfoVernWnts are in the hands of the magistiatos wheicof (some of) 
tlie magistrates are the government. As all (the magistrates) were 
present w'hcn this order for a general libeity for selling of liee was 
given it heeaine an act of the govemment I do not doubt it would 
luve been thought so had the magistrates set aside the presentment. 
Nor at a second meeting could the government find rcabon to make 
any alteration. No magisbiate can of himself give xip liis power or 
transfer it to another. Therefore such a reference must seem an incon- 
sistency, as it can have no sigmfication, for as a Board of Council I 
think wc can have no business with such matteis. The importation of 
batty is what ought to be most looked after and encouraged. Tlie 
amount imported and not the sellers in tlie bazar mnst influence 
the price of rice Thc*abuses mostly apprehended in the bazar are in 
tin quantity and quality of the nee vended This the cleik of the 
market is to see to ; whose business likewise it is to fix a puce daily 
for the market, accoiding to what it sells for at tlie quaji? or Mdndvi, 
and to oblige all tliat have liecn sollcis, to biing tlicir rice to the public 
jdace appoiuted, or oblige them to sell off then' piesent stock there, in 
case they had a mind to lay down the busine.ss. I imagine if some such 
lules had been w'cll observed, mid less of the solo I’uchardship been 
thought of we should not have liad lialf this clamour about it. In the 
debates heie on this affair it has often been urged that the more sellers 
there were the poor Would liave the moie chances of being well solved, 
which leason appeals to me very natural and good, and has always had 
its force, nor liave I heard of any to countervail it. I tliink the piaclice 
of our ncighbouis should have had no ■weight with us on this or any such 
like occasion God forbid, I. say that Gentus Moors pr Portuguc'pe 
should over he made our examples for government, whilst we, have our 
omi la^ys in foice amongst us, ' Besides the .establishing sudi -a post 
as sole'supphcMS in my opinion liccnsmg a monopoly for wliich I Am 
suie it must appear that we diavc^no ivuihoiity bnh on .the eontrary- 
Tliis thcietnVeJalrfne I ilimk should be sufficient acoson ‘against e.stabh&h- 
iug such an 'oflico.— If- at "the proper tune janmiqlly- ihfi' Dompany 
were .I'd luj' in about tun tliousand viud^>s, of iTiatty more than is 
naplcd for their Pwm. people, they would always Tie able 'to assist the 
11 ib3 -C. ■: - 
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poor on llicro oco-T-ioiie, and p'O-atlj' to llifir nun adranl.ipj To nlirvo 
llio pic^cnt npf’c^-'Uic*. the Company arc the ]iio]W'n"'l jXT'-nn'i and 
onijlil nou" to hnj np vlnt- Iwllv ihi*y nan ae .-oon and iv" fheap as 
po<.'.il)Ic to lie out of their uaiehnim;-. to one of their 'Jcnants' 

in unbeaten rice, to lie by him ‘■old to the pool and lalifiurin" peojilc 
llulcomcto the maiket. Such a piofit Iwin" .illouiil bun Cor hi« 
ti cubic ns s-hall be thought rca'-onablc, but that all others ‘•hould ha\o 
the like libel Ij’ of selling It is further rny o]iinion tliat whatcier rules 
may lie Eanctioncsl for earrnng on mch ‘'Ui)[)lj tbcj ought to extend 
to all parts of this islantl whcic iico i*- s-old Othcrwi'-c T apprehend 
there may lie loom foi fre^h complaint" at a fpiaiter bo-sirips.i 

On the same day to much the F,imc oJTivt uiot*.* !Mi Oeorge 
Dudley another mcmlier of the Board : As Miinro In® given 
his icasons in willing foi suppoiting hi- opinion that the imor 
people of Bombay m.iy l»e licst scived vnlh iinlx.“;itcu nee by one 
single jiciaoii and lie a Eur*ij)Can imeinploved in tbu Ilonoiirable 
Compinj’s service, in short that Itlr. Kduaid Say is the mo'l 
proper man for such an oflice, I licg leave to differ ficiin'liim in 
judgment and to offer my reasons, not only against the person ho 
mentions, but also against the office itself if evciei'ed liv any one 
private poison or set of people wliatovei ^ Fir«l I hope I’t will not 
bo thonglit impcitinont or be taken amiss if I pic«iimo to I’sk the 
Boaid whether it is not altogctlici irregular and contrary to Iheii iwiial 
foims foi any single mcmljci to giv’u Ins written opinion on any affair, 
''vvliilo the Eubject-mallcr of it is only in debate and not bronglil to an 
issue. And wlicllicr if this piactiec should bo allowed, it nny not cuute 
much iinnoccssaij” controversy and trouble to cveij parlirular member. 
The act of Ibc majority is always supposed to lie right and good and 
thcicfoic needs no juslific.ation j it is the minority only wbo-c opinions 
seem to icqiiirc a vindication by aigumcnts modestly drawn fioin 
iciison and experience I think it i= genciully agreed tkat a set of 
Moormen weic the people who principally supplied the maiket with 
unbeaten iico foi the 11*0 of tliclaljouiiiig poor by letail, and that tlicrc 
men were called by the name of hneharns, and tkit, wlion grain became 
seal cc and dear, some complaints ,aic said to luve been made of then 
selling nee priwatoly at vciy high puces, and giving the people less in 
measuio or quantity than they ought to have given TIiC"C complaints 
were the cause of the ^loonncn being foibiddcn to c.\eieiso the ollico of 
Incharih Tlioreupon Mi. Edward Say, then cleik of the market, 
was appointed to scivo the poor with unhc.atcn iicc in tlic In/ai! 
To enable lum to fuinish this rice a ecibiin qiwniity was allotloci 
to him out of every boat which c.T.mc to the ^tlilndvi or custom house 
foi sale from the ncighhounng couiitiics. Some wws. also giv cii fioin the 
Ilououiwblo Companj-’s waichouscs at what was •called the mai ket 
puce. Thus Iioth the offices of vciidoi and of cleilc of the maiket con- 
tinued under the management and diicction of j\Ir. Sav until the 
pm-atc murmuis of the people induced the Grand Jui v at .a Quarter 
Sessions lu August last (1743) to present tkat the said office when 
exciciscdby one single poison 01 set of people was a gieat grievance and 

r * - ■ 
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iiaidsinp on the poor; more cspcciallj' as that peison was at the same 
time clerk of Ihe market. Upon this the justices then on the Bench 
agreed and ordeied that tlie market should be laid open for every- 
body to buy and sell rice or batty freely as thej'' pleased and that no 
one mall or set of men should engross Ike sale of it, to them- 
selves. At -a folloning Sessions in October the afEair was further 
considered by the justices only. And thej' appiehending that the Presi- 
dent and Council might be bettei able to provide properly'for the poor 
tlian any private man or set of men, it was agreed by a majority to 
take off the excluding clause in the former order of Sessions and leave 
the matter to be considered and settled by them in Council, in expecta- 
tion I suppose that they would engage to provide for the extraordinary 
occasions of the poor people in .behalf and on account of the Honour- 
able Company, and that in the meantime the market should continue 
to be fj'ee and open. On the 3id and lOfcli of last month (Pebmaiy 
174'1<) the President and Council took the matter into their considera- 
tion and aftei some debate it was agreed by a majority that they would 
annually provide and lay in about two thousand mudds of batty for 
solely supplying the poor wth unbeaten rice ; tliat the batty 
should be made into rice on tlie Honom-able Company's account and 
issued out to the person or persons permitted to vend it in the bazitr, 
he or they pa-jdng for the same as they take it away at sudi rates as 
liatty may bear at the custom house or as shall be fixed by tlie Governor 
and Council, allowing him or them one rupee on twelve and a half 
phanh of unbeaten nee for his or their ti’ouble and charges, and that 
all other persons whatever should be excluded the hberty of retailing ’ 
unbeaten lice. 

As I was one of the, justices on the Bench who thought the extra- 
ordinary occasions and necessities of the poor in times of scarcity might 
be better supplied by the Honourable Company and at an easier rate 
than by Mr. Say or the old I^achat as or by any body else, I consented 
to refer the manner of doing it to be considered by the President and 
Council. In the debate, I gave it as my opinion that fiee liberty 
should be given for every one to sell unbeaten rice that chooses to make- 
it their trade and business ; or if a general license was not ajiprovod, 
that then a certain number of kaohards chosen from among the black 
inhabitants should be appointed as usual j the President and 
Council to issue rice only on extraordinary occasions when the 
kachards were nnable to furnish it or when they by underhand practices 
imposed upon the poor people j and for that purpose to lay in the quantity 
proposed at the proper season of the year. But as b}'' the xiremcutioned 
resolution the Boaid have confined the pui’chase of batty for the bazilr use 
and maldng it into unbeaten rice to the Honourable Company solely, 
and the vendmg ofiit in the' market to one single person, and he under 
no obligation of rendering any account to the President and Council of 
its sale, I must beg leave to dissent from that resolution of Council for 
the following eleven reasons :’AVs% I apprehended two thousand miidds 
of battj'^ Buffiraent'oiily for the occasions of the poor in times of plenty 
and that in times of great scarcity double tliat quantity irill come 
short of answeung the calls and demands, on the Honourable 
Company, 1 / it may sometimes happen 'through the badness of 

the Cl op in the neighbouiiug coiintiics, the demand for grain inland or 
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at foifign polls, 01 through many oilier causes not easy to foicsee «i 
account lor, that hatty cannot be had in such plenty as our occa'-ious 
may lequiic, and hj^ this mcaiiB the Pre‘-ident and Council he rendcicd 
unable to comply with then engagements of fully supid^ung the poor. 
Ill (uicli cases I appiehend thcic will l« a gencinl clamoui again->t the 
Govcinmcnt, and no way left of qmeting the people vhen tliev aic 
fitai^gfor hungei, liut by pnichasing iice at csqibilant latcs and 
i'ssuing it outtolhemat agreat loss to the Ilonouiabic Company wlueli 
,can be avoided only by keeping oil! selves disengaged fioin the* obliga- 
tion of supplying the public nants on all cmeigencics. Thirdhj the 
person n ho may ho appointed Icnchfim is not obliged to lendei anv 
account sale of his lice to the Piesident aud Council or to the public 
nlieicby a dooi is left open for a bad man to dcfinud the pool" pfojile 
in a very high dcgiec mthoui a post.il)iIity of Ins liemg cvei defected 
and to piejudicc the Ilonouiabic Company by selling lus own liee at, 
Miih limes as batty is to Ijc piiichascd heie oi in the nciglihoiiihood at’ 
lowei laics Uian the Ilonouiabic Conip-mj' give foi theirs, and demand 
fiom tlicir naichousc laigc quantities only wlicn lie can get iicc 
nowheic else so cheap. I appiehend when hatty is jilciity, 

and the pool peoidc can get iiec clscnhcic chcapci than the Piesidcnt 
and Council may think lit to issue it out to the sole vendor, the 
poor will comiilaiii of liaidslups and imposilmns on them by then 
being f (need contnuy to then inleiost and mchnation to buy it of 
tjie said vendor at an advanced puce Fiflhhj the laiyeis of bally at 
,lhe custom house will tlicicby be gically lohocncd iii numlici by so 
oonsidciablc a pait of its consumption being put undci ’ the 
inanagcincnt of one person. Though this may keep tlio piu’c 
down for a little, it can nover hold long nor answ'cr the public 
occasions in gcncial. On the contrary it must, I sliniild tlnnk, 
j)! even Lina great degree the importation of i ice, and raise the pi ice 
higher than ever on the nliulo consiiraption of the place. Forndion 
our neighbours find the freedom of the poit m some ineasmo 
obsti nct*>d .aud taken awaj' from them as well ns from our owu 
people, and jilaced in the hands of the ITononiablc Company or any 
single person, they will, .as was the case last ycai and lias been tlip 
case this season to the dctiimont of tho Honourable Company's 
customs, undoubtedly look out for other innikcts aud export hatt}' 
themselves to foreign places instead of bunging it liiblier. iSirfhh/ 
tins order may piobably occasion tho Piesideutand Council to fiv a 
price at the ^fdndvi for batty m gcnoial agreeable to former 
precedCTtsnnd with a view to get it cheap for making unbeaten 
lice But as I imagine swell ordors by hindering tho importation 
in the end rather increase than lessen the pi ice, I am avei se to 
every thing tliat may give cause foi renewing that practice. AVheu 
batty IS plenty on the isl.and it will be cheap, in time of scarcity 
It must be dear. I slionld therefore' think all possible means om'rht to 
be used to enconrage onr neighbours to-impoit iice. Nothing 
appeals to meniore effectual for that purpose Ih'an a general loleiation 
■ fora free and open market, Unclogged ot all lestrainiug orders and 
to’-paHicnlar people. When a sufficient quantity is 

fi T if? f the inhabitants for a lull ve.ir, 

'then and not before; -I'^rfppreheiid, you wjl] bo enabled w ith 
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j’oui’&elves to issue out' the iiecessaiy ortlers foi* lowering the price, 
i£ 'snob orders should ever be deemed necossarj. To thiuk of 
lowering t-bo price with empty granaries, appears to me very cxti-a- 
orcHnaiyand indeed altogether impracticable- Instead of answering 
the intended pill pose, it must reduce the people to great straights 
and raise tlie price still higher. I imagine every end 

and design may be fully and bettor answered by the Honoui’able 
Company keeping a warehouse in common with others, always 
opeu tor the ‘poor people to resort to at all times of their own frer 
will, and at the same time giant permission that unbeaten rice may 
be sold by any person or persons wlio choose to make it their busi-' 
ness or at least that a certain number of hachard'i clioscu from 
amongst tho black inhabitants may have liberty to open shops for 
the 'sale of it likewise and the people to purchase where they please. 
Tins will he doing 'the poor substantial service and fence them 
against the secret practices and imiiositioiis of the hichards if they 
should atiemjitto cheat or impose upon them. Nor will it in anywise 
prejudice the Ilonourable Company, as their battj', if not vended in 
the basidr, may be served out to the marine and garrison. Also in case 
of surplus one year, a less quantity inav be purchased the succeeding 
year and no inconvonience w'lll aiise from it, ns batty, if taken proper 
care 'of, will keep very well for two years successively. At the same 
time I presume the Ilonourable Company will never want customers, 
as by the advantage of rcadj- money lying always in their treasury, 
they must be enabled to buy at the best band and ailord to sell* 
as cheap or cheaper than any of the rico sellers on the island, 
J^ghlhlj/ the former kachards will by tins order be deprived of the ' 
means of a suhsistcuco for thorn selves and families in the way of 
business they have been brought up to. And as by old age or infiriiii- 
ties, some of them may be rendered incapaplc of following any other 
em'ploy, a little compassion seems due to them ; and although they 
may have been faulty and have imposed on the poor, I hope it will not 
be thought that they deserve so very severe a chastisouicut as this 
order inflicts. Fines and corporal punishment arc what they are 
liable to when convicted by the orders of sessions now in force, and as 
those fines arc given to the clerk of tlio market, it inaj* be supposed 
be looks carefully after them. Ninthly the Company have very little 
batty in their warehouses which renders them incapable of supplj'ing 
the market with unbeaten rice and consequently the present jmictuie 
is a very improper time' for putting the order in execution. ' Tenthly 
I apprehend one shop canii|Ot serve the number of people that 
daily come to market with the despatch 'and convenience that 
are requisite and necessary. I have been told that, when be had 
the sole disposal of the- unbeaten rice, above one thousand people were 
sometimes at Mr. Say’s warehojiiee ,^rowding together and that to 
their -great detriment by loss of ’time* 'many of them were obliged to 
w'ait several hours befpre thoy could be served j also that one or two 
people were much bai*t and 'maimed by the. tlirong and their 
lives endangered. A greater number of' shops soems therefore 
Inghly convenient and proper. Eleventhly the reason ‘assigned for 
letcri’ing’ the consider atiou* how the poor ■^iglit -be best serv*ed 
with unbeaten, rice from tho Court of -Quarter Sessions to tho 
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Presitlent and Council, was tliat fho latter might possibly think fib 
to take it into their hands on the Honourable Company's account 
But as this order of Cgnncil makes the property of it absolutely 
belong fcofcbe LachciTo exclusive of Honourable Company, I am 
of opinion the public grievance, as presented by the Grand Juiy, 
continues still nnrodrossed in the most material parts of it j auu that 
if any future Grand Jury should again present it -at a succeeding 
Sessions, the Justices of the Peace cannot by their oath avoid taking 
cognizance thereof and order how the market shall be most conve- 
niently supplied with lice for the benefit of the poor. 

These are my reasons against engrossing the sale of unbeaten nee, 
in which 1 have been moie paiticular as my objections he ohielly 
against the office However as that has been carried by a majority 
of votes, it lemains to consider who shall be appuiiited for serving 
it out. And as two other gentlemen of the Board seem to think a 
European the most proper peison and point out Mr. Edward Say 
for the employ^ I hog liberty to offer my opinion to the contrary 
and to say something in answer to what they and Mr. Munro have 
sot foith in wilting on this occasion. If the rice was to be sold for 
the Honourable Company’s account in the bazdr and an account 
given in monthly of its sale to this Board, as I think it ought to be, 
then a European would he very proper for the employ But, as the 
person to be appointed for issuing it out is to sell the rice in the 
market as Ins on n property, and to render no acnoimt of its sale, I 
dm of opinion that a European is the most improper man for such 
/ an office, because the poor people will suffer themselves to bo greatly 
injured and oppressed rather than complain against him ; more 
especially if ho happens to be a man of figure and is or has been in 
any considerable station in the Honourahlo Company's service. And 
although the greatest part of those at present on the island may he 
very just and upright men, yet it is not impossible hut some 
few might too much regard then own interest, weie they tempted 
to it by such an opportunity as this tiust, void of account, nihstput 
into their hands. If any European is apjioiutcd I think none 
hut a covenant servant to the Honourable Companj' ought to ho 
employed Because the rice may in some soit be said to belong to 
our Honourable Masters ns they issue it to the hacliura and no' 
concciDs of theixs can, by their own orders, bo transacted by anv 
one not under covenants to them except in cases where the circum- 
stances of affairs render it impracticable to be avoided. The 
covenanted servants are under a double tie to do the Company 
justice and must bo supposed to have the prosperity of their 
settlement more at heart than a man who rbsjdos heie for the sei nco 
and benefit of himself only, as, all nneoVenanted sei rants do As 
to Mr, Edward Say in particular he is already cleik of the market 
and by his office obliged to inspect into the conduct and beha\iouv 
of the /.achaj us to see that they sell no rice privately or at extor- 
honate rates nor make usfe of falsi? measuies 'In short he is to sec 
that the poor people have jnstide done them' by Ihe /.ac^ianls and 
notsnfl» them to he misused and 'oppressed m ahy'resbect what-, 
ever. He is therefore the most improper man in the place to bo-tho 
lachuja himself, since the two offices thereby become incompa- 
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tiblo wiili cacli other and cannot be executod with impartiality by 
one and the same person. Admitting he should resign and quit 
his post as clerk of the market^ I still think he ought not to be 
employed as sole Icacliara, because, though many private complaints 
were made of him when ho exercised that office before, the people 
chose rather to suffer than accuse him publicly. I have nothing to . 
say against his di\igenoe and application. I believe he may not be 
wanting in those qualities because ho was well rewarded for them, and 
any failure therein would have been a great loss to himself as his 
profits depended on the sale of a large quantity of rice. At the same 
time I have no reason to doubt but there are numbers of the 
llonohrable Gompany^s covenant servants as well adapted for the 
post as Mr. Say is j and that fhey would apply to it as diligently as over 
ho- did with less advantage than ho enjoyed. None of them, I 
dare say, would scruple to render an account 'to the President and 
Council of the quantity sold and the price received for it, nor think 
it a dishonour or reflection on their characters that such an account 
should be required from them without which it is impossible to ' 
know whether the Honourable Company and the public are well or 
ill served. I have one objection more to Mr. Say which your own 
records so fully explain that to mention the particulars would be 
painful to me and give you unnecessary trouble j nor should I have 
hinted at his past misconduct, had not my duty to tho Honoiirablo 
Company and the public called upon mo to say something in vin- 
dication of my opinion for not employing him as recommended by 
Messrs. Howard, Owen, and Munro. 

The reasons Mr. Munro is pleased to assign for the rise and fall of 
batty appear to me mighty trivial. I wonder much how any gentleman 
can coolly and deliberately ascribe such material effects to such trifling 
causes. Tho sum of money annually laid out on this island in the 
purchase of batty for use and exportation by a moderate computation 
seldom falls short of Hs. 2,50,000 and often amounts to much more. 
To say that a few inconsiderable black Kacharus or retailing rice- 
fecllors of very little substance and credit were able to infiuence the 
jirice of batty in tho manner and to the degree he sols forth under his 
hand, must surely astonish everybody that reads his account of it. 

I am told that the Brahmans of Bassein Sdlsettc and Kal 5 ’dn have 
engrossed great quantities to themselves and that they export it to 
other places and thereby keep up the price of it higher thau usual. 
The same gentleman is also pleased to give it as his opinion that rice 
nuiy lie as w ell supplied by one person as toliacco and airack. In this ho 
scums to foiget, or not enough to copsidor, that rice is the cluef suppoit 
of the poor people and tliat none of them can subsist long without 
li. r lU’thcr as this island produces vciy little rice of its own growth any 
imposition in the sale of it would undoiibte^y cieale geneial discontent 
and pel haps occasion many of , the ' labouiipg poor to leave the place,- 
AVhcieas tobacco and airack aie ^ings not absolutely needful to support 
natuie, and tlie fainnng or monopolizing of them is only raising a 
tax on the luxury of the people, which -is piaoticed moie or less in all 
uouuincs m older for sccuimg ease and ceitajnty.the levenue they 
bring to the- Government. But as our Honoiirable Mastcra have not 
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yet, noi I hope n\ei will, lay any •■cvoi'c ias oi (Inly on h.itty oi lice 
like what a faim mn-^t pinducCj 1 inusumo Ihcic ran Ix! no good and 
ibound ica-^on foi confining the sale of pait of it to one single jiei-'On. 

I had piopaicd thc-e ica'.on-s foi my di‘-«cnt fiom the minute- of 
Council. But as the ConMiItation- have liccn ‘■nice dmiWTi out and i ead 
at' the table, I find myself undci a ncccs-sity of adding a few wmds 
inoie. Itis-said in the Con«\dtation of the .‘JkI of rrhiuaiy (17 11) iluit 
the Aadirmh obli-rcd them«clves to sunnlvthc baiciu with irtiheatennce 



\heiehy it is said the Company iiii\c iJuuiL a. jjiiirii/ 

owTi I ncyei hcfoic heaidit said that the knehanh wcie obliged to -erve 
the bazAi at all events Unlc-s some Bccniity was taken foi then pci foi- 
m.incr of suoh an ohligallon, I wondei an)' one could expect that men in 
their cncumstanccs should he able to fulfil then cngageincnts nhen 
fiatty became •>caice and dc.ir I w’i''h the Pic-idcnt ami Council may 
not sometimes Imd difllcnlty in it, much less the A-ic/midO I am 
* also suipii-'Gdtn heal tluttlie Honouinhlc Company liavo Ixien snffcicra 
liy ‘’Uppljiug the bazAi. I am suic tliey g.iincd con-'idcrahly by wliat 
tliey sold out last yeai ; and if they --nilcvcd a los* by what they 
foimeily bought at Scindy, many leasons may he ivssigncd foi it J 
helieyc jnofit lias gcnciall)* appealed rm the b.i’tly bought in the neigh- 
houiing eountiics and I hojic the Pic-idcnt and ‘Council mil not ollcn 
he ucccscitatcd to send to Scindy and ^fangaloi foi lice If they 
should,! picsumc a loss mil seldom aiisc fioin pm chases mode thcio 
/ sufficient to ovoi balance the gams on batty houghb hoic, as impoilcd 
’ flora S.ilsettc and otlicr i»laccs 1 have moioovci been told that uthci 
pcop/c as weli as the iirooimcn lachmds used to sell unbeaten iicc and 
that tlie Aac/mi<(i!h.id not an exclusive punlcgc foi vending it in the 
1 j.wui And w hoieas the said Consultation seems to lav the sticsc of the 
deflates moic on the nomination of a itei-on to seue oiit the nee than on 
the mannci of lajmg it m and vending it, I thciefme foi m)>elE tilco 
Uiifc occasion todcckie solemnly tint 3 h.i\cnopaitieulai incrmalicn to 
iavmi any one man oi set of men moio than another, otherwise llmi 
as 1 think them (pialificd by long service to the Comiiam-, capacity 
Qiugemifj, and houe'^ty, 2so cou'^Kleration whatcvci Ehall me lo 
give my vote m so nutenal an affair as tins a^ipe-ais to be Ibi anr 
pcison 01 pel sons hut such asaic gencially esteemed men of unblemished 
cliaiaeteis Obpecially when they are to lender no account of then tinst 
and managoment to tlie Piwdont and Council oi to the public And 
as th^e doclaied advantages of Re. 1 on eveiy mmla of liattv mfl make the 

0" tlie island, T 

but theie aie abundance of the Honomnblc CompaiiVs 
BOivants veiy mlhng to accept of it If none of Ihem^ Im-e 

ifienfand O Somebody might to bo appointed bv tlie 

lesident and Council, as it is a Irasmosg -wheiein the Iloiiouinble. 

‘tneand jiistexecution 

m the miu 1 ^gamsttbc qldfMc 7 ia,d,of selling piivalolv 

m the night by false raeaSlues and at wliat puces''thev nItLed nnll 
'««tl«a.nce, nnist-Iie much sh-on'er 
lacifnra who is a TEumpean or Native Chiistain ° VS Lvr 7,n 
iivals or competitois to undei-sell liimnoranyothci inspeotoi iLnthey' 
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liad. And, as I said before, ilio ijoor iiooplc will be averse io complain of 
a Euiopcan wlieicas complaint's wcic oftenmadeof lliej\[ooimen/i//c/inJ«.s* 
to the cleik of the mailiet who was doubtless I'Ca.dy to hear them and to 
fine the ofCcndeis, since the said fines are given to himself as a j)crrj^iii&ite 
of his. office. The reason vhy I proposed the waichousc-keciior ‘■hould 
get the batty made into unbeaten rice, was to picvent any fraud in 
the sole A«f//f/)rt.oi poison appointed to sell jt out to the pooi, nlio if a 
bad man might make a luuda of batty piodnce him foiutcen or fifteen 
]ihnuh by not cleansing or giindiiig it to a jiroper staiidaid, clear of 
liu&lc and-dirt.^ I hope the pioposilion will not be attended with any 
mconvciiiencc so as 'to leiiiiiic a .future icnicdi'. If it should I yiall 
lie very leady to retract my proposal and come auto an}-- other method 
that may be esteemed more for the public benefit. I must crave 
hbeity to make another jiroiiO'itiou to tins lloiiouiable Boaid which is 
tJiat the daity ratc«i or juices of batty at the custom house, as also the 
jirices fixed on unbeaten nee bj' the President and Council, be declared 
iniblicly 'in 'the English and coHiiti}' langaiages bj* a i\ ritten paper 
atlixed cvciy inoining (or as often as the juices change) on the custom 
house gates, for the iiifoimation of the jmblic and as a guide to the 
justices of the peace in the execution of tlieir office, ivlicn comjilaints 
come befoie them against the fiachani. Unless- the piicc of unbeaten 
lice is dail}' ascertained and communicated to the jiublic,.it will be Iniomi 
l-j veyy few with any exactness excojit the custom master and the 
people lielonging io his office. Consequently the biiyeis of the said 
unbeaten iice mil be lendeicd unable to judge uhethcr the jirice 
demanded fiom them by the kachara is the .‘same tliat he is permitted 
to lake or whethei he exceeds the juice fixed. ]\lorcoi or if the rates 
of b.itty and rice are not brought to sudi a jniblic’ certainty, no jniblic 
and open complaint can so well be made, nor justice so impartially 
and (juickly administered, as the market price changes sometimes twice 
a diiy.^ 

A week later, the 2.jid March 1744, Mr. Thomas Maish -wrote to the 
President : As the rest of the Membere have all addressed this 
Eoaid with regaid to the hudiarn buFiiicss, I shall likewise give my 
1 Casons (but with all brevity) why lam for the method piojioscd for 
sujqilying the bazar with unbeaten iice. It is 1 believe juetty 
cvident'that whilst the supjilyw'as in their hand's, the Mooiiiien hacliaifh 
did giicioiisly ojijiress the poor and I apprehend if a general libcity 
should bo granted (oi in other terras lachaids he multiplied) the thing 
must he still wmrse, for the clcik of the market wliosc duty it is’ could 
not so w’dl iuspeet over a laigo , number as a few, and this it may ho 
jnesumed was the ica'^on why a set of men were fiist ajipointcd. It is 
likewise endent tliat tho,-IIonoura,hlc Comjiaity have iii tunes of scarcity 
liecii obliged to issue batty out of tlicii' owul w'arehou&c& foi supplj uig 
the maiket^ Indeed thisj jyjts the case, no Iqngcr ago lliaii the last 
season. M'hy then, as they will know the expense, shall they not he at 
.ooiiic ccitainty in- dl'^posiiig of the';, quantity they so .provide (over and 
above wijat is w’auted .fov.tho enVrerit service)' by issuing it at ‘all 
times, wiicn thoir iXvaichousef^ will have a 'due cleaiimce. As io a 
single jicison’-s bemg' ajipointcd,' 'wiio^ at tltc'^nie time clcik of tbe 

. ■ .. ^ iJi-iij 17 oM7II,i08-3Si. 
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mailret, I am a-j much against it as any memhei of this Boaid. Nor 
was 1 the bsl to malic the ohjcelion, though j\ hen !Mi Saj nas In ..I 
uominatcil, it was omug 1 oclicie to liis Iieiiig lu tliat iciy i^nst., 
Ills prcdcccssoii. liaiing gcnemll}' been pitched upon iii timct. of f-caicity 
todelivei oiithatt^ £oi buppljing the bazSi lie indeed had considcia- 
tion foi his tionhle, and they had not. Still T pay I looked, upon 
tins af. a temporal y expedient onlj . As we aic iiiiaiiimoiic on this pnml 
it Mill be needless to pay nioic This I mention onl.v as I tJnnk 
too much stie-s seems to !« laid by pome Mith icgaid to his tiist 
intioduction. If any one oi moic sliould he named -that may: he 
judged pioper foi the scniee, and he m they under a fit inspection, I' 
iinagmcit Mill veiy much conduce to the poor people being mcII 
peivcd If it should 'he thought that the m ai chouse kcopei-? not 
making the ipsne in Ixitty hut in iicc (at twelve -and .i half yhauU to 
the «iu( 7 (t) mav be a still liivtbei check and bcttei scenic to the poor- 
clean and good piovi^ion, I can loadily agicc to that too Tlie only 
objection he-? m the diilcicncc of Ijatty, a^ s(,mc Mill aiiswci iM-ehc and 
a lialf phanh of nee, pome pcaieelv elevrn IIom'Cvci, if am ineon- 
lenicnce should heieaftci be found in the mIioIl* oi am iiait of tliic 
legulation, mo can eithei cntucly petit aside m make such .'iltoiahous 
as may appeal neees'ai v% As to om ITonouiabIc Mastcis fuiiii-biug 
, the^^iain foi a constancy they m-iII doubtlc>-s, Mhcn appiiscd of it, gi\e 
nsthcii commands Mith iclation thcicto. In theinteiim I hope such 
chic Mill he tikcn that they aic no suffoicib by it but the contiaiy. 
/As it was asked by one of the mombeis of tlm Boaid why Aliihim 
should not be put undci the same icgulation as Bombay, I iben ga'o 
my icasoiis vcibally why I thought it inconvenient oi latJicr dctii- 
mcnbil. I thought that gentleman and all the iCbl did me the cicdit 
to acccjil my explanation. ^ 33 nl linding it hinted at l)j' anothci mcinbei 
in the addi Css he lias gh cn in, I roust now' hog lea\ c to icpcat in w liting 
wlial I then advanced, namely, that the poor of j\Iiiliini aie m a 
goodmo.asuic supplied with nnlicatcn iicc daily bi ought o\ci in the 
passage boat by the Tvunlns of W aili And as, the laboui lienig then 
own, -the Ivunbi- generally sell at caswi rates than oui people, the 
tiadc thcic is of itself fallen to little oi nothing in comiiaii'Oii 
oL what it Mas betoie I cncouiaged this mclliod. Tim then bem" an 
auvanbige the poor of that place enjoy pin ely bv their situation mIiv 
p loiild they be dopmed of it or mIij- should any thing lie taken fiom 
tile passage icvenuc now m the Company’s own lunds. These icasous 
and not any pnvatc MCM's of my omii MCighed Mith me to give niv 
opiiiiim as I then did For I can make it appeal the mIioIc quantit'v 
oi l>.itt> I supiilicd the At/r 4 fi rd* last se.i=on Mhcn tlicie Ma« a lemaikablc 
srmcity amounted to no moie tlian Be. llS^mdl nevci vet thought 
of keying a diity botcek (botique or stall) in the kizai to'scll out iicc 

17 ; 1 / ^ 4 ^ ^ fo 5 -l'Ow hoM- little I am 

meuned to make adiautagesm such wav as m’oII as to Mine off the 

bomgp\TpiacU;e 

mke^S'^nf April IT-U. the iWn'raMe 'Mr.' ^Ylliam 

? and Governor thus summaiiscd the. diffeieiit vicm-s 
'Eix. di-cnts dcliveicd in C’oirocil the gSth F ebiiiaiv amUGUi and 2 -ltli 

■ * Tull. Dui j 17 ot 1711, 1"8- Tin. ' 
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ultimo Eocm to agree in tlie follouniig partiealo.rs. That there ought 
to be a general liceiifte for selling luihealen rice to the iioor; tliat 
the Hououiable Companj’- laj' in tAvo thousand miLihl'S of hatt}' for 
emergencies j that a Compan}’^s servant be employed to «distiibutc the 
rice ; and that Mr. Say is an improper person for the emplo}'. Although 
the Consultation of 3rd February contains all that is necessaiy to say on 
this subject, yet as the gentlemen haA’e been at some trouble and pains, 
I fcliall here talce notice of Avhat is most mateiial in their letters. If a 
general hcense Avcie allowed no one particular person is obliged to malte 
a piovirion for»the poor in the scarce and rainy season. Man}’’ abuses 
may ensue fiom a number* of Icacliards and it must be confessed that 
one or a few men can be more nariondj'’ watched and more easily delected 
than man}'. If the Honourable Comiiany lay in two thousand mudds 
of batty it is but just and leasonable tliey should be certain of vendmg 
it and not run the risk of its rotting in ivarehouse. Eor though nee 
may ■possibly keep two years (as is said) cxti-aorclinary care must be 
taken ; audliesides the loss of damage will occur as usual. I would 
never agree ‘to the proposal m one of the dissents that the surplus of the 
batty laid in for the poor should after long keeping be issued out to 
the military and maiine. Our troops must justly think thomselA'’cs ill 
used to be obliged to take old gram instead of new, and to be put off 
with ilie refuse of the poor. "When the grain is leeoivcd from tlie 
Avaiehousc, and paid for, the property is altered and consequently the 
Honourable Company hath nothing further to do nitli itj therefore 
one of their servants ought not to be employed, as salary and diet money 
are intended for real and not for iniaginary serAace. IMr. Say lias liis 
diligence and capacity to recommend him of Avhich he has already 
given sufficient pi oof. One of the gentlemen seems to me mistaken in 
his icason for the liigh price of batty last yeai', Avliich was certainly 
owing to the gieat exportation in the beginning of the season, nor is 
his calculation of ten mudds a day to be depended upon, as it is much 
moic piobable half the quantity irill be sufficient since from October 
to' April three mudds a day -will sujiply the bazaT. Although 
another of the gentlemen dissents from the regulation agreed upon, he 
is for extending it to other jilaces on the island, which I shall readily 
come into if it is thought neces'iary, or if the same frauds have been 
committed there as have been practised here. It was always intended 
and often mentioned that the person or persons who may be permitted 
to distiibute the lice, must bo under the inspection of the cleik of. the 
market as particularly cxpiesscd in the aboA'emeniioned Consultation ; 
so that ihc«e offices aic to be scpaiato. Nor is the office of hacliara or 
s.oller of rice a*now tlung as some pretend. Oiu* 'rcgisteis show that 
the cleik of tlicmaikot has licietofoic been appointed in a time of 
scarcity in like manner as ^Ir. Say nns lately ; and Rupji Dhanji acted 
as such for some time by tlio late Picsident’s older. The clerk of the 
maiket's business must be to picvent all mannci of extoitionsandto.sce 
that the poor have justice done them in every respect and on necessary 
occasions to apply to one of tlie justices. If it is convenient to have 
inoic Avai chouses, luTmust give proper attehd,auce and it must be his 
duly likcwi'-e Iq notifv Ihc pnccs as of len as may bo found necessary. 
TIic vendor of j ice Avill have no more than llie customary allowance foi 
lii-5"chiiTgo and tioublc and the Ilonoiuablo Companv w ill gain whatever 
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llii 5 gi.iiu 'iL moic iliaii iiiiinc cusl. T f-liall willinL'ly r'^u’C In 

a inoullily accmmlj Iwing lau1.1)ei'oic llie llfuul oEthu aiul iiiicc 

il IS 'oUl at lo'llw jiooi, tliouoli that cannot dilTci Ironi oni-n.inHiuinL* 
aceonnts Tiom- Iv»th oC tl>o-o vc ‘■hall cxaclly know \\lut the 
coiiMunptiou may Ix’, and «o piovidc accoidjni'ly Thii I donbt not 
may Ihj done wUliout laieiui' the piicc at the ^Iand\i any moic Hun 
om pioYiMon foi oni garii'-ons has done Indeed why ‘•honld it «ii 
how can it picvoiit impoilation ov ohsliucL the fieedom of tlie ])()rl, 
ab the usual consumption will not lie in the lea-'l alleicd ? Norii theie 
any gi eater leasoii to feai a clanioiu in the one «i«J,thau in the olliei. 

Ihitly must be Ijonght in the usual niaiinci, tliat is as chei]) ,is we 
can. '\Yhcn w'c lix a piicc it will Iw u]ioii what wc luyc laid in 
not upon wlut comes dailj' in foi sale, which hitlci any iioison iniy 
pill chase on the best Iciins he can, as lus c^ Cl Ix'cn done It is to be 
hoped w c shall soon find iiumis lo supply the pool and the lixinj;; upon 
oliiccrs cannot bo thought impiopei. 1 must think vi'iy litlle comjiu— 
sioms due to the A.(tc/inirf« Iiom thcii lormcr bad pi.ictkcs c-pccially 
as tins IS not a liadc, and consequently neitliei icqniics time iiur 
application lo loam, and the Rime number of poor miii-t be enqdined 
in giiudiiig llic iice as usual. tVe all Icnow tbe lloiioni-ablc Coinjunv’ 
bulleicd gicatly not long ago by endcuoiirmg lo supply the ]il.icc w itli 
lice, which may bo tlie case again if a piopci and timely pionsion is 
not made £oi the pooi, who aUvaj’b ha\o and will depend upon (Sovuin- 
''incnt loi a siijiply. It is likewise ccitaiii lliat much gieatci lo-s was 
' susbuiiod_t.oinc 3 cars past than Hut mentioned by one of tlic gi'iillcnieii 
lu tlie Sciiidy iice loi the Inkmce of wliieh mnuy of the buhnut' weic 
mipubuncd by a foinicr Goicmor. IIowcvci c.irc was taken that tbeie 
wab a gam on wliat was iSbued fiom the w aiulioiisc last fcjson, at the 
'■amc time tlut the pooi wcic ichevcJ, whicli probably wouM not have 
been tUc^ case had the i.ac/oti«i been trusted in any blupc I am 
cicdibly infoimed that upon some fumici institution fins bct of jicople 
obliged themsoh os 'to supply the b.a7..ii, which it is ic.i'-on.ablc to believe 
as tlicy weic the only fcHcis, and they have neici bccnab=oUc(l£ioin it 
tlial 1 could learn. It is well known Hut a pa1lic11l.11 set of men milv 
Lave for many ycaiP acted as kachiir^s nndei the iiisiieetinii of Ihecleik 
of tlic maiket ; and ho by aiithonty g.ave them pow'ei to act. If any 
complain tb w'cic made sure no one of the justices would decline excentm** 
Ills office of ledrcssing the pooi thiough lenity 01 Icndemcsb to .my 
particnlai man's chaiactci. As for myself, I h.ivc heard of none except 
fiom Jfr. Say of the badness of the liatly ho locoiicd out of the 
waichoiisc, Why .mj- oppicssioii should he appiehended I caiinof. 
ct^iicoivc Is it any moic Ilian lajdng inn piovision foi the poor to he 
delivered them (some part of the season at lc.a.st) at a moic modemte 1 itc 
than they can puichase it elscw here. When I hear the w ords inonopol v 
and engio-'Fing made UbO of on this occasion I must imaoino th it llio 
tcims aic not really underwood or at least that they am niicapphcd. 
Have not all the mliahitants liberty to buy kitty for Iheinsehcs at the 
M..ndn V Or 15 this ficcdom attempted now to bo taken fiom tJiom ? 
Could the pool and lahoiinng people lay in a siifficicncv Ibi then 

famihcs annually I diould he gie.atlyp]c.a.sed, as then' wc Should have 
none of Hns tioublo. How widely (hllerent is -the chaiitablc laxnmr m 
.a sixth of the consumption of- the place foi the benefit of the pom 
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fiom moiiopolizitig or engrossing? I mu&i think there is no manner 
of reason to expect a second iJicsentmcnt fiom the Grand Jury for the 
aiTair of course must he fully uuderatood. If so it^nill appear a 
real sen’ice to the poor as rvell as a suitable gain to the Honourable 
Company. I shall only fuither remark on this occasion that "what I 
piopo'^ed in Consultation of the 3rd February is no othoimsc de\’iating 
from -what has been the established custom of the islandj \han in 
permitting a Euiopean or Europeans solely to vend unbeaten lice 
in the baziir, nhicli he or they are to buy of the Hoiifuirable Company 
and jiay icady ihoijey for, instead of the iacJiards. 11*1101008 a liheity 
lor all soiling at pleasme (the opinion of the Eeneh of JusticesJ is 
totally aliolishing that custom, though at the same time no j>ro\isioii 
is made for the poor. The piineipal mcreliants and inhabitants induced 
me to make the proposal to the Board, as belicmig it would be 
beneficial to the Honourable Company, at least tliat it would prevent 
sucli great* losses as the}' have heretofore sustained, and lie of real 
ser\icc to the pooi.^ 

At a Consultation, the 11th February 17-1‘3, the Boaid records : The 
time allowed to the military olllccis for supplj'ing their people with 
batty expiring the 1st of next month, it is diiected that notice thereof 
Ix! gne'n them that they may make no fuilhcr provision.* 

A )'car after, 13th Maieh 1714, the Conit of Directors uritc: 
We lea^o it entirely to 3'our detoimination M'hcther the mihtaiy shall 
be sni)])lied uith batty by us or by their officeis, taking due caio to 
prevent any haidships being put upon the poor soldiers.® 

On these orders of the Comt at a Consultation, the 13th October 
1 7‘1"1', the Board lecoids ; The Honourable Company Iming left it to us 
to determine whether the militaiy shall bo buj>plicd with batty by their 
officeis withal cautioning us to take due care to prevent any liaidsbip 
being put upon the poor soldiers, the question is now taken into 
consideiatioii. It is obseived the quantity necessary to be annually 
jirovided for the military (exclusive of tlie seiioys) ought to be at least 
1000 nivdda, winch may lie computed to co.st w'hen it is at a reasonable 
jirice and bought at the best band about Bs. 16 the muda. Tins is a 
sum not easily raised by the officers. Sucli of them as liaic not ready 
jnoney of tbcir ow'u must, if they can, take it up at interest, or piobably 
make such agiceincnts w'lth some of the black merclianls as the officer 
will get little by such intended indulgence, as pciliaps has often been 
the case. It lias hitherto been cuslomaiy to charge both soldiers and 
sepoys at the rate of Bs. 22-0- the Tnitrfo, but it w'us lucky for the 
offiuers that Bic Ilonouiablc Company took the supiily fromtliem w'hen 
they did, as the year after batty rose to Bs. 26 and Bs. 30. It w'ould 
have been much liigher if w'e had not talrcn the usual tlioiigh arbitrary 
mclbod when gram is scarce of obliging such merclianls as owned 
quantities to sell in the bazar at the aforementioned prices. Had the 
officers then been bcfund to supply the military, they obuld not have borne 
the -loss W'hen either the Company must liave paid or the soldiers have 
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deseitcd or tlaived. Purllicr wc think it will be pulling ifc too 
innuh in Ihc oflicer\ponci to irapooe oidinaiy and bad batty upon the 
fcoldier, ivlio-ic comfilaints aic gcncially made to liini, \ilio may find 
many iray's to lease the soldier and thoieby jii event liis baxing rcdic's'?. 
It IS Inglily neecssaiv that a snflicicnt (inantity of gimn for the 
military be annually Taid in at the piopci season, because in the ivct 
monsoon no supplies can bo got by sea In such a case oui Mai.itha 
neighbouip, although ivcmaj' be m fiicndship nitli them, may, as tliej' 
did last year, put n hat puce upon their giainthoy please, xvlneli only a 
timely jnnvision of SaUetle rice 2iieveiited. Tins isLincl somebmes lull 
the like iucoiivemcnces fiom the Poitugucse. Noiv nc fe.ii it mil he 
much moiefiequcntas the Maidtiiils have all the batty countiy in tlieir 
onni)o.ssefcsinun’hieh it is aiiprchcndcd ivill prevent giain being at such 
reasonable latcs as hcictofoie. Tlic monthly pay ot Rs 4 to a topass 
f-oldiei IS so small as x\ ill ill hear anv oveieliargo in llicir pioxusions 
Such ovei charge x\hcu liatty was chcaii has caused ditcou tents and 
liossihly do&eibons. But the cause of such cflccls will piohaWy cease if 
Uie kitty ih lionght at the best hand, and a modeiate inofit put n2ion it 
foi intcicstandnasteinwaiehonRO, wluehmaybefoi aicai fifteen 2>er 
eept in the whole. Noi can they he supplied" the j eai throughout foi a 
less advance, and, when tlie iMoi'ision is made foi the 3'eai, such an 
advance may he 2iut upon it and the pi ice settled aecoidingly! But as 
tlic* Honourable Compauj' liavc lutheito lliought it fit to fix the iiiice at 
Its. 201 tfie mttdn it is most piopci to ask Uioir leave foi alleung such 
fin old cslahlibhed custom. When the ofliceis sn2>plicd tho mdiiaiy 
with batty the 2uofit theieon gave tliem no loason to complain of then 
2x13’. Tlus indcol alone is but a very haio subsistcneo as 2>ionsions 
hcie aio much dearer than at othei Picsiduncics. It is to lie wished 
some suitable lelief could he given them; but that must he left to the 
geneio&ity of the Ilonounible Conii)on3'. Having duly weighed and 
lelleetod upon all tliose cucumstauces it is the unanmiouE oiiimon of 
tlus Boaid that the Honourable Compan3’- and not tlie olliccis ilo 
pupiily the military with batty aceoidmg to thou foimei oidors Iw the 
Solnciscif undei dale Ihc IGth Febiuai3' 1742 paragiaph 00 .^ 

In repl3'. Despatch dated 7 th Jlay 17 16 , the Couit wiite : Hivino* 
pven om sentiments last yeai on the nee affair, we shall only lefm- 
theicto oxiieebng that all 3U6t cause of com 2 )laintiRcffochia]lvicmovL>fl 
and w'c leave it to you to sup2)ly the military with hatt3'- "m such a 
manner as 3'ou sliall deem icasonaLlp.^ 

At a Consultation, tho 2nd Scjitcmhcr 17 - 16 , determined : B-atty hoiue 
seaice and dau at Suiat and the noithem iiarts tluongh the w-ant of 
seasonable lains ^ tliose places, om-mci chants, it is appieliendcd, will Jio 
induced to export such laige qiiimUtiCb as may leaiethe i^l-indlmn. 
unless timely piei'entcd. Agieeil thuiefom Bi.it a l)ioluhition''on ovo™. 
tation of coaise batty bo made bll we see how the sLsoii tiuns o\T^ 

Th^t llttNoycmber 1 7-18, the follon-ing i. iceoidcd - 

That Surat City is at piesent TCiy miseiahlo, number of pooi 
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people flock tliitlier daily £iom all parts and many die llivongli liimgor 
in the streets from a seareitj' of all soils of gimii; that a geneial 
contribution bad been made by the inhabitants and principal mei chants; 
and as the Dutch had pieviou&ly advanced Ks. 600, the Glucf and factors 
at Suiat consented to give the sum of Us, 500 on the Honourable 
Conipan 3 '’s account winch thej' hope will be approved. TlLat’giaiu being 
cxce<iMvcly dear they cannot purchase an^-' for their sloop and galivats 
and the use of their factoiy, and thcrcfoie request to be su 2 iplicd nnlli 
UOO bags of licc.'^ 

® 7 • 

Tluec da 3 ”'s later, the lltli November the Boaid approve of 

Surat subsciibing Us. 500 for the rehef of the necessitous iieople, 
and, as the Chief and factors at Surat are in gieat want of rice for 
their ouTi use, it is agiccd that 300 hags be sent them as retpicsted b}- 
the first oiipoitumty.® 

A Consultation, the 23rd December 174'6,- records; Battj' being 
exceedingly dear through the propiietorsMceeping .supplies back in hopes 
of still raising the piice, and the kaoliai'ds not sniiplying the bazar as 
Iieretofoic, occasions the poor pcoiflc to have recourse to us for relief. 
Agiccd thciefore that a iniblication be issued roquiiing all jiersons on 
the 26 th 'instant to give iii an account to the wwehousc-kceper of what 
batty pr lice is in their possession nith a declaration tliat what shall 
be fouud afterwards shall be foifcited half to tlie infoimer and the other 
half as' this Boaid may think fit to direct. That in the interim the 
2 ioor may he relieved, it isfiuthcr agreed that 25 umchU be delivered to 
the A-Hc/irt/dsoutof the Honourable Com 2 ‘>an 3 ''s warehouse at the rate of 
Us. 26 the mvAla to be sold in small 2 Jarccl& bj' them in the bazar.® 

A Consultation, the 29tli Maich ITd-S, records : The land paj^- 
master ic 2 n’cscnling a want of grain for the Honourable Com 2 ianj'^s 
service, he is diicctcd to 2 )urcha‘-e about Ih khandni for 2 )icscut exjicusc 
on the bust terms he can, but as this ai tide is to be had much chea 2 )er 
at Surat, it is agreed that we wntc to the Chief and factois theie to 
jnonde ISO khandis and send the’ same down bj* anj' 2 ’i’orcr conveyance 
before the rams. Diiectcd thciefore tliat a letter be accordingly 
pie 2 iaied for Surat.* 

At a Consultation, the IGtli May 1748, agreed. The Honourable 
Company- beiug in want of battj*, and Mahomet Safi offering to 
piovide about 500 inudd^ at the rate of Us. 291 the muda, the Honour-, 
able Comjiany boning the charges thereon, that IMahomct Safi’s olfei be 
acec 2 ited, being the lowest we can XJUichase it at and lower than it has 
been for several months j and that the sum of Us. 6500 be-advaiicod 
him on said account.® ; 

A Consultation, tl\e 6th January 1749, records'; it heing necessary to 
lay in a 2 ivovision of hatty for the Ilononiahle Compauj'^s land and 
marine service, and Yitlialdas Keshavidm and Mahomet Safi otleiing to 
conliact foi the 2 no^ision of 1000 mudda at the rate of-Esi 25 per muda 
to be delivered at the Bandarjiritliiu the space of thiec months, n Inch 
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puce being a‘5 cheap as to lie had clsewlieic, thou ollci is acccplcd and 
the tiuasmy is oidcicd to advance tiiem the .‘■um of Bs, on that 

account ^ • 

A Consnltalion, the 7th Match 17-19, iccoids ; The 'ITonouiabk* Com- 
pany liPing-in want of a fuilhci qiiantit.y ot batty and A'illiald.ts Keshav- 
lam and Mahomet Safi being willinj.^ to piovido 2U0 nivJtU inoic 
on the same tcims as mentioned in Cf,nsnltation of tlic Glh .T.innaiy 
last, then olfci is accepted and an advance of Bic sum of Its lO.UUO 
oideicd to be made them out of the licasniy on account of their ^aid 
contiact," 

A Com-ullatwn, the 3nd Match I7.5O, iccoids • It being jcquisile 
to laj’ 111 a f-ufTicient stock of batty against the ensuing i.iins, and 
Gang.idhar Pant, inhabilant of Th.'in.^^ offeiing to continet for 
tiiudiil to he dehteicd cleai of all chav^o<t at I’s 19 \ the mmla, nhnh 
being at. cheap as is to he lionght, it is a-^iccd that theF-ameheaccepti'd. 
The waiohoute-keepei is diiected to icceivc it into the Ilonouiable 
' Coinpan3''s waichouse accoidnigly.® 

ihnsifi’ii'titmL'q A\\r j'.AtV t.lffiwv.wy'' Kconk' nil fA/ftW/ Aif'/fft,’* 
sent in an\' piopo^als £01 supplying the Hononi.ahle C‘imp,iny willi 
h,ittj' in consequence of. the public notice oidcicd in C'ont>ull.ition of the 
2 SII 1 ultimo, to bo allixed up foi tliat Piiipot.o, it is agiccd that a projici 
poison lie emplo.vod to pmeliasc the usual qu.mirty of aboiiL 2000 
nnjhh on the best leiiiis pos'ible.* 

' A Oonsultation, the 20lh Fcbruaijr 17,51, iccoids ; Eupji Dlianji 
having duhvoicd 000 tiiitihts of batter mto waichouse on the llon- 
ouiahlc Comp.anv'b account amoiinling to Il,s 1.6,000, oidcicd tli.it the 
balance due to him on said account moie ibaii what bo has alic.idy been 
adianccd be made good out of the ticacuiv and tli-at a fiullicr .sum of 
Rs 10,000 be advanced him for piovidjng'a fiuthei qnaniily,'’ 

A Consultation, the 8th October 17,51, iccoids As tho'piicc’of 
gi-ain IS coiisidombly fallen and theic l,cing a veiy pleiitifal ciop tins 
Ftoson, the mcrcliants desno libcitj' to cxpoit nLifc tliuy maj’ impoil 
llie piohibition laid on J.wt ycai is acciudiugly taken 0 j1,“ 

A Consultation, the l.nlh Decembei 1752, rccoids Bcino in want of 
batty for oui waiohousos and gaui,sr>n, diTected ilie SoereTarv to affix 
notifications that on 1 iiday next, the 22nd instant, wo shall sit to loconc 
pioposals foi 2oOU mzecZas Sixmlai Tiotificahous wcic issued in IToi* ^ 

A Consultation, the olst Octobor 1755, iccoids • Tlicic bciiifr 
agioat scaieity of gi am upon the island owing to the naiit of the 
us^l Mtei lams, it is unanimonsly ic.olvcd till gmiii falls to a leason- 
able pnee to take ofE tlieinipoifcduty, fl^t meichmts andolhcis mavhe 
cncomaged to bung in a quantity for the lelicC of the mhabitanls in 
gcneial as well as those employed by oui Hoiiouiable Slaslcis 011 the 
seveial woiks, pursuant to which the Seorelary i.s diicctcd to issue 
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orders io the Bombay And jMdhim Custom Masters, aiul a nolificsition 
to bo inibli'^hcd by l>e.at of drum.* 

On the action oC the Bombay Government in remitting imiiort duties 
on grain (lie Com-tof Diicctors UTilc on the -Mh May 1757 : Altliongli a 
constant attention must bo had to the continuing or increasing our 
revenues to the utmost extent, yet we are never against making 
equitable- abatements wlicio they tend to the geneial rchef of (he 
inhabitants As tliis Appeals to lie tlie case in your resolve to take oil 
the impoi't duly' on grain we cannot but approve the measure and 
rest satisfied with your acsui-aiiecs that you will continue this indul- 
gence no longer than is really necessary." 

A Consultation, the 14th November 175.5, iccords : The great 
scarcaty of grain still continuing, though the import duty is- taken off 
.as noticed in Consul tatioii tlie 31st ultimo, the sending one' of the 
Em ope ships now in the Road to Mangaloi for bunging ui) a cargo 
of lice for suppljang our inhabitants and our gnriisoii and maiinc 
service, is t.akcn into considciation. It being observed that she may 
return in very good time to lie despatched liomc, and that tliis uill be 
Die most effectual means of inducing the neighbouring countries to 
export their grain, as they now not only lioard it up for their own use 
but in order to enhance the price, icsolved, thercfoie, that we send 
our Honourable Masters^ ship Sirelliam thither as soon as possible, and 
ha^dng a large quantity of timber and plank as well as masts .and 
yards lying at Calicut which arc much wanted in the marine, and as the 
gentlemen at Tcllicherry have occasion for cash and a supply of stores, 
she will lilcewisc be able to perform those services while the cargo is 
providing at Mangalor, where she must return with the gicatcst 
expedition.^ 

On the 7th .July 1757 the native inhabitants of Bombay addressed 
the following jiemion to Goveinmcnt ; That the inhabitants of this 
island may not so often suffer the want of liatty, they pr.ay Govcrii- 
.moutto appoint jiroper waichouses for holding about 3000 or 4000 
•niydds of b.atty in order to suiiply them in the lain time when there 
is .a gi-eat scarcity. By this me.ans the people's wants ivill be relieved 
and the Honourable Company will not incur the chaigcs that will 
aiise on the said batt}"^, and the kachnrds Ixj compelled to sell it in 
petty sales for such a price .as the Govoimor and Council shall think 
jnoper. On receipt of tins representation Goverament obsciTO (12lh 
July 1757) that they are thoroughly sensible that the people frequently 
experience gic.at liardslui>s from sudden scarcities of giain, and as the 
Isachards neglect to provqidc a sufficiency for Ihcir use when the price 
IS modciatc, notwithstanding Govemment's utmost caio to oblige 
the kacluirds to liavc a pioper supply always by them. Government 
resolve that they appoint a Committee in the month of September 
to coneprt the most proper measures for bujung and constantly keeping 
a Miflicicnt quantity of batty on their Honourable Masters' aecount for 
the relief andsiippoit of the inhabitants in general j and that the wnre- 
house-kceper in the pacantimo cnquiie and icport what ■warehouses may 

< I ? 
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l,c icnlcil £m’ {l.>iioMlin<rlnUy, awl Iww m\\c\\ t!ip CVimiy.mj 

bally w.'nclinii‘-LS smd llio'-c ahcadj lined will eoiilaiii.' 

A C(m«iultalioii, llic !>id Jaiiiiaiy IT.'iS, iccmd-.: 'llic Ingli jni.c of 
guimmawl hucc llie moiilb of Sejilcinlwi In'! pic\cTiled om ai(ji<iiiilin<r 
a committee ’foi' providin'^ a fwllicieiil f[iiaiility for tfie ii'-o of om 
mlialiitant'-as piopo'-wl Tn Con>-uUalioii llic 12th of .liil\ ITa? in coii- 
tciiucncc of lli'c icpiCi-ciTliilion of the haiddiip-. llicy r's.])pijL'iiCL' fioni a 
want of it llul accoidiiig to the ■jiidgiiient of the ino^l mtoll!;fi-iil 
and di'-ratcic-^lo'd people, the puce now being a!- low a*, can U’ r\.p<,‘i.-',i'd 
Oni PCjinn, 01 libonl Jls. 31 tlic nniflo, llie w.iiehoiKC-krei>''i and 'i..' 
customs ma<!tciP aic appomtcil a comiiixltce to pnicha<ie a tiiiiply;- 
On the lltli ^faieli 1758 the Coinimttce lopoitcd to (iuMniinn-ni - 
Piucetliu icmpt of 3 oui commands signified to iis by the St'tiel.iis under 
date the 3id of Jannaiy 1708, we ba\c not been able to obtain my jiio- 
.po«als fiomouvmeitbant'! orotlieipfoi makiiif' aconliacl todcbiei anv 
ceitain quantity of liatty The small paiecls duly imjiortcd, Ifing 
fccaicc mifllcient to pcne the maikct a week togidliei, Invc hiibeito juit 
it out of 0111 pow ci to piiicli.i'-e any foi kccpiiig in waicbonse We iinist 
:iow’ inopose to I'our llononi that a pioii^inn i>f licc le made at 
JSIangaloi, Mulkco', or other poits, to picient a seaicily of this ailiele 
flming the appioatfiing monsoon, as, by tlic l>o«l intrlhec'nce w e lan get, it 
will be almo-it impossible ib setuie moio than the 20U0 /nmJiU t)nnll\ 
wlik'li the Ifonninnble Pii^idnit adtiecd the Boaid lie had conlmettd 
Xbi on account of the IlononraUe Compani with nnoiSanki.'ijipaul, out of 
,ihe adjacent conntnCs wlieie il i<! daily nieicasing in puce ami is now 
Fold hcic out of the boats as they aiiiic, at lie, .'jy lo 31 Dju laviln " 

• On tins icpoita Consultation, iliel'lthitlaieh 17riS,iccouls; lleiciicd 
the above letter fiom Ibo Committee ai)i»oinlcd lo pniiliase iico foi the 
Inliabihint'! m gciicial, pioposing on aceonnl of the ileai ness and se,m'il \ 
ofit, to gel a qn'anldvirom Mangalor, Ibc consideiatioii of which is 
flefoiicd * 


The question is TCsimle'd ala (Joiisnll.ilion ihb I'lsl Jiaitfli 1758- 
TlcpuiuscdthcCommittec’>!letlcrotThe I-Jlh Jlaich 17oS. The pniehas- 
ing a quantil}' of iieo at j\I.viig:iliii, as the}' piopose, being jiiib'crt 
tiiclio«-t -way of pupphung the island on the most icisonalilu'teims 
'and the Supciintcndciit lepoiling that the llomhav giah, and finer, ll 
ueU aic ready as also the ISucr^^i snow latelv fioigiilcd b\ the Select 
■Committee but not now wanted; it is icsolvcd that tlier be dcsiutclicd 
to Alangaloi wuli J[r. James Ih-lcv and a consiiinmcnl of *10 UdO new* 
lupcCs 01 that amount in gold if to be piocuicd ou anv ad\jmta<>oous 
if?!’, Kobeit Oambici atOiioi with’lls oO.OOh and 

tliai those vessels be oidciedto toncli tlioio coming back if thev have 
loom to take in pcppei ' jkms 


Oidcicd, *.lst Maich l75S lliat the Picsident bo advanced Us 2 o ,0 


* Pnli Diii^ 30 of nriT, 2Cn, 27 > 5 Tsa. -n . 

I Pnli Diarj 31 of 1758, IS7 ' , j,"}’ •>} <>[ 175S, 3 

I’nb. Di.iiv SI «tl75P, K0d.‘'01 Dinrj J1 of ir.>8, 134, 

^ Bo.» Gox-. D>a,y 2l,t Max. 1753. P„1, 1735, 
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On the 16th .Time 1760, the custommastor Mr. John Speuepr laid 
hcEoie the IBoaid the following ahstiaet of giain, gfti, oil, and tiiewood 
jnthc dibtiict of Bomha}’’ and.thccaslc.s with ivlueli the* .came is lodged, ‘ 
Casfe fkares of 5'iajyi, G/i{, Off, and TPoorf, 17G0. ' 
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GO -BOMBAY TOWN 


On the Ibt* July 1760, the Malum custom mastci picsculcd the 


folloA\iug abahact of grain, p/n, oil, 

Articlia, Jfiiiliis Jitahilin Jfan- 

Butty ' 1550 0 0 

D(j. black' Gli 0 0 

K.IcIkiiii . 10 0 

nice ... 0 22 0 

'Wheat ... 0 13^ 0 


and livewood*' 

Artielo-. .lW«b if/.aH'(r. Jri'ii<. 

Uiliil ... -0 7 0 

Oil ... 0 25 0 

Ghi .. 0 10 5 

Billets of 1100(1 . C1S,000 2705 


A ConsulLation, tlic 25th Maicli 1763, lecoids; The gentlemen at 
Madia<i having mitten piesimglj* for grain, it m agiced to' send them 
2000 bags of nee foi the use of ilieu gainson; and a<s wo have 
alicady laid in a twelve mouths' stock of Ixvtty foi oui Hoiiouiablc 
Masteis, icsolvcd that tlie piohibition and imiwit duty on all gram 
cxpoitcd foi the Goiomandel Coast be talrcn off foi a time in oidci 
to cncouiago piivatc Iradcis to cany supplies tlnthci to pievont the 
distress with nluch INIadias is tliicatcned ' 

A Consnltalion, tlie 18th Maich 1766, iccoids : The PiC'-idont lajs 
Ixifoic the Boaid a loLtci fiom the Kcgcncy at Goa dcsinng leave to 
expoit some batty for the n=c of that city , a^iocd as the pnee has 
lately iiscn to Its. 25 the mvJa, and the gi\ing leave to oxpoit woidd 
enhance it, wo do not think it piopci to comply with thou icqncst.^ 

A Consultation, the 6th Febiiiary 1707, iccoids- No fuithci pio- 
posals liaving been made foi batty, Ilassan Pathan and Gonnd Banian 
nhb offciud to contiact, the foimci foi 25UU iiitti^us at Its 20iaud’ 
the Littci for 2000 miulas at Its, 20^, aio lofeiied to the naichousc- 
keeper and Bombay custom master who mutt endeavoui to got it 
chc.ipci if possible If not, to agice foi it>at those puces, ns the 
EC. 1 SOU IS now, fai elapsed, for uluch icasou also no would have them 
accept any othci oflcis as fai’ as the cpiantity we want, if it is to begot 
at 01 under the same pnees.* 

A ConsulLatioii, the 15th Pebniary 1768, lecoids * Pom diffcicnt 
pioporals having been dcliveied in uoiipciiuoiieo of our giving pnhhu 
notice of oui intontions to contract foi 2000 inuJtit of batty, tho 
same aic now opened and two diffioicnt nevsous offenng it at 
Its. 15^ por unufa nliieh aie the two cheapest, it is agiccd to let each 
of them supidy 1000 It is fiuthci agiccd to take off the 

piohibition on the exportation of grain on the 1st of next month oi 
Eoonoi if the cnntractois Iiave no objections, piovidcd those who expoit 
anj- will take oft tho Hononlablc Compan}’'& old batty and dclivci new 
in hell of it.' 


On the necessity of a full supply of batty, in their lottei of the ISlli 
Maich 1768, the Coiiit of Biicctois wiitc . As it -is absolutely 
necessary that tho luicc of piovisioiis pailiculaily lico should he kept 
as low as possible, wo leeommond to you m tlie stioiigust maimer to 
•use every method in your poivei to effect this foi the good of the 
luliahitauts in gcncial and tor our intciest in particular. Wo cauuot 
point out to you the manner of doing it, . not being suflicieiitly 
. acrpiaintcd with Uie pnccs at diffcient pouods oi the countiic& fiom 
which it IS impqitcd to, enable us to,givc .posituc .oidcis for voiii 

: ^ — i r * - - 
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management. Sft far as regards the sepoys, and other people, for 
whom wo have to provide, who receive part of their pay in batty or rice, 
we ordered tliat you provide a suflieieut quantity of good white batty 
at the cheapest time calculating rather more than less ^ -what you may 
want for the season. The Same method is to be practiced every year. 
If 'at any time you should have a surplus and the new groin is coming 
in, the surplus may be sold to the inhabitants which may be of service 
to them. As, we suppose, the new supply' mil be bought at the cheapest 
time, there' is no reason to think we can suffer loss. At all events a 
full supply of this necessary article must always be provided.^ 

Bombay' Govciimient Consultation of 21st January 1769 : The 
proposal of John Baietto for contracting for 2000 vtiidds of batty at 
lbs. 15 \ delivered in ‘the 3rd instant, being cheaper tlian tliat 'of any 
of the otliero and more reasonable than we can otherwise procure it ,• 
it is oidcvcd that this offer bo accepted accordingly'.® 

Bomliay Govcninient Consultation, 22nd November 1770 : The 
poor being much distressed by a scarcity of grain, it is resolved, in 
Older that then.' wants may be supiilied at a moderate rate, that 500 
mud (it of batty be issued to the custom master to be made into lice 
and delivered out in small quantities at the inice it may' stand in 
' loekoning the ciqiense of making it into Hee.® 

Court’s letter to Bombay' Goveniment, 28th Apiil 1773, paragraph 
27 ; We obseive the oiders y'ou gave for the delivery' of batty from 
your warehouse to be issued to Bie poor at prime cost in order to 
prevent the IcochanU from raising the price of rice. We are so woll 
pleaded with this instance of y’our desire to relievo the poor from their 
oppressors that we cannot forbear taking this occasion to testify our 
commendation of it.‘ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 18lh Febniaiy 1772 : Opened 
two sealed proposals for supplying the Honourable Comically mth 4000 
miidds of batty' deliveicd in consequence of our publication. It 
appearing that those of Ball Patau are the cheapest, being Rs. 17| for 
the middle sort of batty the muefa and Rs. 16 J the mtida for the 
rds or inferior soil, it IS agiced they be accepted and tlie warehouse- 
keeper is diicctcd to enter into the usual controct accordingly'.' 

Bombay Government Consultation, lOlh November 1772 : The 
ailielc of rice being very scarce, which scarcity wo apprehend will in 
a short time be greater still, cliiefly owing to tlie late bad crop, it 
becomes our duty to endeavour by' every means in our power to 
proem c as large quantities of that necessary article of life as possible 
from any quarter wheie' it may be' prociuable. ^sBeing informed 
tliat it may he got fiit Semdy on reasonable terms, it is resolved that 
factors be directed to procure as far as 3200 khandis of the middling 
sort of rice, and in order to afford tliem an opportunity' of sending apart 
of it here, it is agreed that our Honourable Masters’ ship the SpcaJeer 
/be despatched to Scindy' for this pui pose, as she will bring about half 
' ' . - * - ; ■ ‘ 

' Comp of fclanding Otxl. Tol. 2 (S' 17^9 - ifSS/oa 100 Tuli. Den. Couit’e L. Vol . 
7 of 17Gj- 1703,510.. .ill .. 

- Diaiy u3 of 1769, ISS. ' * PiiU Diaty oG^ot 1770, G19. 

Tull. Pep CWt'sL.Vpl, Oof 177:2-1777, 10.1. * ^.IJub.’Dmy GO of 1772, 107. 
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of it, and i\e have not j'ct a f.nfliciont quantity of iiepper on the cmi‘-t 
to load her home By'this means we hope she mil moic than s.aic her 
demnirane." Toi conveying hithei the lemaiudoi of the iico, A\e shall 
shoitly send anothoi vessel.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, .1 7tli May 177‘1‘ • A tcndei 
being made of about 6000 hags of Bengal iiec at Bs. 4 per bag foi the 
amount of which bills mil he taken on tlie Piesidcnt and Council at 
Bolt -William, it is agieod to accept the olfci as the puce i« leaconablo, 
and it is an aitielo the Comiiany aic in uant of. The i\-aichou‘-c- 
kcepei IS accoidinglj- oidcicd to icceive tlio iico, talang caie it lie 
equal to the mustois now pioduccd- 

Bomhay Goveiumeut Consiiltahon, 19tli July 1774; Baad advices 
fiom the Pic'idcnt and Couneil of Foil St Gcoigc whoiein they lepie- 
sent tliat they aio in tlie greatest di^ti css foi uaut of rice and icquc'st 
in the stiougest tcims that we will send them a supply Tlus being 
taken into consideration, it is obseived that tlie stock of iice in tlus 
place IS far from being veiy considemhle and the scaicitv in the ad- 
jacent counliies would well justify oui contimung the piohibition foi 
the esipoitaiion of that article till a fuilher new ciop comes in. Yet 
as these gentlemen liave made such piessmg instances foi a supiily 
and as the lains liavc bccu Intlieito veiy favourable for the ciop that is 
iioiy on the giound, it is icsolved unanimously to admit of a quantity 
of lice being exported foi the iclicf of the settlement of Madms. At 
the <5ame time the Fiesident aeqnaiuts the Boaid that in conse- 
quence of the ifadi-as advices applications have been made to admit of 
10,000 hags of Bengal iicc being cxpoitcd fiom hence to Foit St Gcoige 
It is aecoidingly agiccd that the peimissiou icqucstcd be gmiitcd foi that 
quantity only. Tliis we hope mil piove a veiy icasonable siipply'to 
that settlement and gicatly lelicvo their distiess till they m.ay lie able 
to pioeuie farther stoics fiom other places. We aie of opiiuon thi^t 
no larger quantity can atjucsent with any propiietj- he spared fiom 
hence till we may be at inoie ceitainty legaiding the cnsmng ciop.. 
It is not in om power to send any lice fiom Mangaloi as the qcasou 
mil not admit of a vessel toucliing at that port foi some time to come." 

Bombay Goveiumeut Consultation, 2ntli October 1774 : The custom 
nustci icpoits tliat many of the merchants aic dcsiious of 
exporting a quantity of Scindy, Bengal, and hne iicc, on which ho 
recpiests our direction. As the exportation of iice mil be of some 
advantage by increasing the Companj-'s customs and the piescnt ciop 
being so plentiful that we me uiidfii no appicheusions of being in w.-nit 
of that article, it is resolved that pciraission be given aecoidingly.* 

Six j-caivs later Bomb.aj'- agam suifcied fiom a scarcity of grain. A 
Consultation, the 9th August 17S0, records- In the piceent seaicity 
and high price of iico, a Committee is appointed, consisting of the 
waiehouse-keeper and^Bombay custom mastci mth Mr. Di^ioi, vvlio 
must Jjo diicctcd to make the ncccssaiy .enquiry w-liat quantity of nqs 
is now on the island, and the cause fiom whence this seaicity lias arisen 
and to report their oplnioh Vbat- measure' mil bel the hest adapted to ' 
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«pon ihc market which made an ap]iareiil scarcity foi the *timc and 
o£ couisc enhanced the price to a veiy high into. "We also concur 
with ihc Committee in the inference they liave drawn of the had 
ufCcct which arose from the batty issued from the Compan}*’s ware- 
house ito leplacc the rice purchased for Tellicherry not being thrown 
iiitb the market an‘d tliink the assistant to the yvaichonsc-kcoper 
exceedingly hlamcablc in making a private instead of a public liansac- 
tibn of tins business and shall censure, him aceoulmgly It is 
ordered therefoie that the purchase of rice for Tcllichcny and the issue 
oT batty to leplace it bo made a public ti’ansaclion and the diffeicnee 
arising from the sale of tlie rice pioduccd fiom that batty bo bi ought 
to the ci'cdit of the Coliipany. A pnblicalion has already been issued 
in coiiFcrpicnce of the Committee's fifth icsolution wliich we hope w ill 
pi event any cause of such complaint in futuic, and it isfuithcr oidcrccl 
that extracts of such paits of the Committee’s rcpoit and icsolutions 
as relate to the comjilaiiiis from Kalyan be sent to Mr, Hartley for 
his nbtice. Tifthe like luauner extracts of tIio.se paits which relate to 
the, complaints 'fTom Bchtpui must lie sent to Captain Lendrum for 
■ hi.s notice/and the jRcsident there must be adrisccl of the declarations 
made liy the inhabitants who we tnist, iioiv that Eesidenev has been 
cstalilishcd, will have no fiuther reason to complain of haidsliips. 
Ilcsblvcd agiceablytotlio Committee’s iccommcndalion that allCom- 
pan}'’s feriantsj civil military or marine, Ihcir sci.vantsor dependants as 
Avoll at the pie.sideney as ilie 'suboidinalcs be strictly prohibited fiom 
dealing ducetly ‘or iudii'cetly in giain'cx<fept'on the Ilonouiablc Com- 
])any’s account^ and that tliis proliibilion be publicly made -known to" 
the servants and to theaimirih general, orders, a’s also to the officeis of 
the marine. Wo agieo uitli the Conimittco that xt is very proper the 
Company should alwaj’s have a,suffidicnt stock -^of hatty in their Avaie- 
housc to keep down the price to a Inodeialb late, though we think the 
quantity proposed by the Committee!, considering the lannual imports 
for seven years last rj^asi (given below), ia rather. »too large, and that 
about half' the Quantity •will lx?'Pxflicicnt-r.,tI3ie Companj'' have at this 
time a large stodc. in waicliou.sp ;and 'an .^ps^c^tjdion of .much more. 

, • r I ^ f * 
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A 

lower the price Aheroof and that of grain in general of .which there 
appears to be an equal scarcity.* 

Referring to the Committee’s loport, a Coiisultatiou, the 151Ii 
liccembci 1780, records: The report of the (Iraiu Committee (1st 
December 1780) having been scpar.aicl.v pciuscd by the members, it is 
now again .attentively lead .and the follow ing resolutions t.akcn 
ilieieoii. As Colonel Hartley has not reported what quantity of 
gnaiii has been secured in the Konkau, in consequence of the orders 
sent him for th.at juirpose, he must lie called ujion to acquaint us how 
fju he has heeu able to comply with these oideis. The icsoliilions 
of the Committee being separately considcicd, wc entircl^'^ coucuv 
xritlithe Committee lh.at ihcaciy high juice to whieh rice and batty 
had some tinie asro ri«en was not owing to any ie.al seaioity, as 
there Avas no dcficioucy in the imports compared w-ith thocc of other 
years. We likewise agice Avilli the Committee that the purchase of 
lice for Tellicherrv last sea«' 0 n c.ave .an alami and occasioned a lun 
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■\Vc \iavc\Attc dotiU Uil a 5.\ockM\y fiwffYcwnt io erntre a aw\ 
plcnlifiil maikcl. ^^lU £iom bcnecfoini be pioiluccd fiom the Com]iany’s 
own f-haioof grain in Ihcir pcvcinl pos'-cssion*. adjacent to BnmKay .uul 
tliat ilioy will ncccpsaiily have a lai go quanlitj for Pale, and wc lnisL 
tbat'a propel vigilance ovei Uie oxpoiLfinin llie i‘.land‘: and jioit*. in the 
Konloin with other rcgnlalionp lecoinmcndcd by.ilie Committee and now- 
adopted mil cffcctnall}’- pievent bucIi pcaicity and enlianccd puce ag.ain 
happening as was exponenced last pcaeon. Piopei rc'.iioii'-ihlc iicojile, 
if any Piicli oiler and can ghe good socuiity for then diseliaiging 
the IniPine'.s po as to answer the good pniposes expected fiom il, 
mil be appointed hachams and an cxcluphc light ghen them to- 
snpply the maikcls mill nee. Foi thcii cnconiagcment tlicj must lx; 
allowed the gi-atnity recommended by the Committee II le lopolvcd ' 
toi'ssuc a public,ation imiting those who c.an give ‘^ccunty to om 
pati'.faction to pend in then names and tcims I’libhc maikcl places 
foi glam, which aic now' w’anting, must then Ixs established in the most 
convenient pituations in the diffcicnt paits of the lomi and island * 

The following staloments show' the qnantitj of iicc and othci articles 
impoitcd into liomhay during each of the seven ycaiR ending '1780 ^ 

Itice aiul Balbj ImpoiM at Bninbaij Cii’inm 1773 - 171^0 
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rmn jeaif laler (1781) anoUier ecaicity aiose. A CoiiMilliilion, llir 
Sill .T.iniiaiy 178l', rceoul*. A«i Uic piexent spaicit}' o£ pioiiMon*! o£ 
every toil maiic'^ ifc aVoIulclv iioce'Saiv lliai =ome steji'i clmulil lie 
i.ilvcii to induce people to imjioit them finm the ilfninllia <-lioic and 
SjUcUc, it !■? iC‘ol\cd to diioct Hjc lloraly.iy and ^rdliim Custom Ma'-tei's 
to 1)0 paitieulaily caiorul that, cveept the cslnljlMicd one*: aliened llic 
custom master on giain, no fees- on any pietcncc nhalevci lie collccled , 
on any species oC piovisionsand that a notification he issued adii‘=mg 
the puhlic o£ the alwi e resolution.^ 

Tlncc months later a Consultation, the 2nd Itrarch 17SJ, lofoids 
The I’u'sident icpicxents to the Hoard that notnitlistaiiding their He <•- 
lution'oE the Sth Jaiinai j loi taking ott the fees onlloeted on ]'io\ i-ions, 
siiLMtiinpediinentsaii=ctothcn iinjioi tation fiom foeslcnedon tin isl.md 
of 5?.'ilselto lie tlieictnc piopo-es that the legulations then funned ho 
stiiellj attended to in even pait of Siilsette, Kai-.mja.and I'oit Vjcloiia, 
and c.iie£nlly puhlislied tlnoughont the said islands and the* latiei 
distiict. The 13o.iid eiiliicly aoiinicscc nilh the l’iesidcnt_ and dnect 
that oidcis he font to the Companj's agents at those ])laces to gjie 
cvciy aid and eneouiagcmcnt in then poivoi to the oxpoilation of 
piovi'ions to this island." 


In 17?! a legnlation was p.is«cd pcimilling only onc-half of tlie licc 
impoited to ho again expoitcd ' 

, The next ycai of ecaicity nas 1790 In a letter to the I’luatc 
Sccictaiy to CJovoinmont, the Custom IMasloi !Mi. 1*. S. ^faiblei mites 
1st Novciriliei 1799 I find, upon a compaiison i\ith foiiner jcais, that 
the puce of giain now in the island is 25 to t’O jier cent liighoi than 
IS usual at tins season of the j'eai. I do not fioni this nppu’hend that 
thcic IS dangci of a sc.ncity prevailing On the contiaiy, liom cuni- 
mnmcation "with some of the most intelligent iiatiicp, I am led to 
holicve that the expected supplies fiom the iioithnaid, of iihe.it huj}i 
and giam, will icducc those giams iic.aily to the usual medium price in 
the maikct and consequently tluit the intoi position of Govennnent in 
piocunng any extr.ioidmaiy supplies of tliotc ailiclcs is not neccssaiv. 
In icspuct to the ailicle of iice the supply foi tlic island is moic 
piccanous and the pnee lialilc to much vaiiatioii, as the ginin sellers do 
not lieop any stock in waiehouse, the consumption foi the island being 
piineipally fninu-hcd fiom the adjacent Maiatha countiv. > By all 
accounts the ciops of iico in the Konknn aic hkolj' to be pioduclivc. 
But if the aimios continue in the nrighbonihood of Pooixa, a great p.iit 
of the lice tluit would he sent to tliis maiket will he sent above the 
Ghats. A supjdy iheicfore of 40,000 hags of Bengal iicc for tins 
maikct would prove the means of keeping domi the puce of tiuit .iiticlc. 
Fiom the failuic of the pciiodical lains heie in July and August last 
it is said that the mcichants of tlus place haic commissioned a considci- 
ahle qinintity of Bengal h(i to be sent them Supposing 50 000 oi 
G0,000 to he impoited on piirate account, this mil furnish a 
supply ol 2.1,000 or 30,000 lags forjhe inaiket, allomug as is the lulc 


ipul) PiarrSSof nSMi ■ ' 
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Hatoiials ] 


AND ISLAND. 


G7 


ohly half the quantity landed to he expoided. 'Another souicl' ol’ 
supply has latcl}' heon opened by the impoitation of lice from j\Ianj>alor. 
But it IS hazaidous to conjcctuie ivhat quantity may bG expected Loin 
tluit quarter as it is only the high puce in this market ■\vliich has 
occasioned the late importation.* 

On the same subject the market clerk Mr. Gcoigc Siinson ■writes to 
the Piii'ate Secretary to Government, 1st November 1799 : Tlie pie'^cnt 
1)1 ice of gram in the Bombay market is 25 to 30 per cent higher than 
usual at this season of the year. The piice of giaiu was considciably 
ci'hanced in August and September in consequence of the alarming 
c'JOiight experienced at that time and the impoitation has not ^^^ct been 
sunicicntly abipidant to lower the price to its former st.andaid. I 
am inf 01 mod by the most intelligent natives heio tliat the ciops in 
Gnjardt and Sind piomise to this place (Bomba'\') a iciy ample snpjily 
indepondont of a vciy considoiable quantity of Bengal liee expected 
from dalcntta on.piivate account in the months of November and 
December I -am of opinion therefore that the intei position of Govern- 
ment is not nceessivry in procuiing a suppli'- giJtni for this market, 
but that the legulatioii established in 1791 of iieimitting onl}' one- 
half of the lice imported to be ag'aiii exported, should foi the picscnt 
season be strictly adlicied to.® 

In consequence of this letter the Bombay Government wiite to the 
(■iQicniment of India, 1st November 1799 : Since applying under the 
lltb of September'* fora supply of rice fiom Bengal to guard against 
the consequences which were apprehended fiom the vciy alaiming 
dioiight experienced at that poiiod, n c have the pleasure to add that an 
unexpected and very plentiful fall of lain on tins side of India has 
icinoved in a great degree the fears which were then very gciier.illy 
onlertaincd of an appioticbiug famine, and that in consequence the 
ciops piomisc Bombay an adequate supiily of grain for- the ineseiit 
season.* 


Dining the early ycais of British rule, letter fiom Sir .T. Gaj'cr and 
Connell at Bombay to Bight ‘Woivliipfiil Samuel Auncslcy, President, 
and Council at Suiat, dated 17tli Apiil 169G, a small quantity of lino 
wheat seems to have been all that Bombay icquiicd.® 

For forty-live years no fuilber dillicultics are recorded. Under date 
the 12tU May 1743 tUc* Diaiy of tbc Bombay Couit of Oyer .and 
Terminer lias the following cntiy : The bakois attend tbc Couit eom- 
plaiiung that ilie picscnt pi ICC of n heat will not atloid tlieii maldiig 
bicad of the w&ght and piice foiincrly eottlcd. .tlf Icr licaiiug wliab 
they had to olfei, as also after consulting * tlic merchants with lespcct 
to llio piiec of wheat, it is ordcied that a loaf of the fu'st sort of bicad 
weighing 7 ozs.' and of tliG second sort lyeigliing 8 ozs shall he sold "at 
3 picc each loaf. In case of any deficiency ju ivcight'.thc bakers to 
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® On 8th Oflnliei' 179!) thu Go\ciniiiciit of Iliclin hCiibHir.OOO ot rice anil intiinaU-il 
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Lc subject to a fCuaUy oE R& 2 foj o\ciy ounce oC bicad iouiid sluut 
in u eight.* 

Thicc montll^ l.atcr the came Couit iecoi(]<.' Ac ilicie i® Cicijn'iil 
complaint fiom tlic babeis of the m/c .anil uciglit of bio.«l, tun oi the 
Ju&tiecc aio empowoicil to fettle the ueight anti piiee nionlbly.- 

Oiitho2SthOelolKM 174‘i, thclhmibay Coiiitnf Oici anil Tei miner ' 
unto • Tlio liaheis lioipiently complaining of the puce of ulic.it asliiih 
obligC'tliemtoincicice that ol bica(l,the Uouit ucie of opiuKui it uuulil 
be beet to get come peicon to agiccfoi wheat at .i (ixcdpiiLC foi a 
ccitain time The ccvcral meiclunts being oitlcrcil to’allciiil they 
u CIO ‘•m Cl ally aclcctl at what puce they woiilil engage to «.npph the 
balceis. Gaiigdiliic llupji’s pi oposalwa'N found the luwC'tjiiiunelj Ilf. 21 
pci Ihnndi foi the tcim ol live monthc coniHtioneil for a I't'ii.iltv of 
lie 1000 on any default Tliclnkci*- to be obliged to t.dfe wheat iimn 
him only and if tlioy had any conipl.mil m objection to make of tliu 
ivlicat by linn tonileied, thev should do it befoic it is eanied away or 
it will not he admitted .altciw.iide This the Court cunlnincd .and 
oideicd that a piopoitionahlc adiancche made on hiead ns fiom i]ie 
late of 20 to 24 mpccs a Ihanch for wlieatj tlie weight to be at* 
loimoily.^ 

Pom 30 .aiP later pictsuie ag.iin set in. A Goienimcni Con'ultatiou, 
the 27th Pelnuaij’ 1747, iccoids Wheat being Its .I per IhunrU ilc.arei 
than when ivc contiacleil foi biscuit foi oiii niaiiiie at tin* laio of 
lls 2^ per man, it is agreed tli.it Ks 3 per 7»nji be silloweil Ibe 
contractoif till the iiuce of tlie giain falls.* 

Two inontlis latoi, Idtli Apiil 1717, Goionnnciit icpcil* "WIiimI 
being giown exliai.agautly deal and still using it agieed tlmt II s. I 
per «i«H ho allowed the coutiaetois foi biscuit for the sen ice of the 
maiinc till the piico Lceonief moic leasouable.' 

Thicc months l.itoi, the SOlh July 1747, Goicmmeiil ic]ieiil; Tlic 
piiec of wheat hcing gicator now* than all this st-ason and Iheic being 
no piobaliilitj' of its fall foi some time it is agreed tliat until wlie.it 
0 .™ bo proeiiicd .at .a inoie laasonablo i.atc, the conliactor who supjilics 
oni cimzeis uiUi biscuit be alh.ucd Its 5* the imn/.® 

On the 20th Octohei 1747 they iccoid. Tlio people on hoaid mi r 
eiuizeisduiing the gie.at scaicity and ile.ainess of grain this l.ist scasroi 
wcie allow*eil onlj* half Hie usual allowance'? of bicad Ihc othm Imlf 
hciiig m.iflc up to tlicra m dal and ucc As the piicc of bi*eml is 
now* ictluccd to Ks, -IJ the mini .and is tlaily f.ilUiig, the pioi-isioiul 
inniine isayinastei is diieclcilto give the seamen then full .ilI.,w.aiKc of 
IhcmT of next month as tkafr will bo ino'ic.salisf.icloi 3 to 


i-^’o rt f-eaieity grain was ovei. On the 26tli J.aniiaiy 

l/-lSGovcmtnont iccoid* The puce of w-lical Uaiig lately someii],a‘l 
fallen it is agiecd lliat the pnee of bisciul foi the Ilonoinal.lo Com- 
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paiiy’s vcsi-ols be lowcicil •from l»s. ■!] lo l?s «J llic man which is 
coul'oimablc lo the price of wheat. 

Pour moiilhs later aiiolhci chanoo was icrjuiroLl. On the 31st IMay 
17-lS Government resolve : Wheat bein" risen to Its. 48-1-6 the hltnndi 
it IS agieecl that the jiriee of biseiut bo raised fiom Its. 3 to 11s. 4^ Ihe 
mit'n . Still the pi ice is to bo lowered as ginm n ill admit, that the \\ hole 
allov-anco of hi'^ciut bo continued to the ISiirojicans in Uio marine." 

SiK year." brought a fiosh seaicity A Govcinmcnt Consultation, 
tlie ‘281h IVDiv 1751, locords: head a petition fiom the baiiaclc master, 
1 -fiU.ing fijith that the present (17.0 4) de.irnc‘>s of wheat, it being at 
IN lU the llntndi, has occasioned a loss to him by supplying the 
militaiy dining -the last llftocn da\’s in Apiil of Its. 139-2-1)8^, which 
he hojies the Doaid will take into considciation. The lloaid agice to 
pay the sum mentioned “ 

Tw’cnty-oight yeais later at a Consiill.ation, the 20th Fcbniaiy 1782, 
read a letter fiom the attoinoy to the agent for victualling Ills 
j\l.i,;icsty’s sipiadion at Madias. As the quantity of wheat (SOUU or 
10,i)0U iiags) ho dcsiics to cxjiortto ^fadrasfor Ills Majestj^s squadion 
thcie is so very large and as the cx]iorlalion may gicatly distiess this 
’ settlement, it is ordered that the Custom Alaslor lay befoie ns an 
uccounl of the .innual importation of ivlicat foi five ycais ]\ist that we 
mavryulge what ])roporUon the quantity icquiicd bears to the coiifiump- 
tion of this place. ‘ 

A w’cok later (2711i February 1782) Government received the follow- 
iiig abstiuct ; 

' nomlmj]\’hmlTiade,mO-17Sl. 


Ycir. 

Iluiinrt^ 

KvportM 

1 -i to dli^t July, 

1770-77 

1777- 7.S 

1778- 79 

1770-80 

1780 81 

KhintliH 

2711 

11 (i7 
8032 
1879 
G392 

Kliiii’Iis. 

11,73 

870 

18-)9 

300 

2814 


At a ConsulLalion of tho samo date they rccoid : As it a.ppcars fiom 
■the above abstract that there is iioiv on the island a qiiantitv nearly 
equal to one yeaPs consumption, as the season w4icn the chief mqinits 
aic made is now just approaeluiig, and as the supply rocjuiicd must be 
of groat importance to the sfiuadion, it is agreed to send directions to 
tho Chief and Council at JambuFar to give permission to Mr. Callander 
to pill chase the quantity icquircd for the Madras squadron unless they 
should And tho jii oduce of the crops ,w'ill not admit of such an export 
ivithout injury to thc.public and cnliahcing tlic price They should 
also diiect Mr. Callander to make tho'xiui chase with all yiossible caution 
to prevent alarm.'* o * i - • 


e t ' . 

1 Pull, "niai V 21 of 17 IS.'UJ ’/ r ^ = Pull. Pwi'i 31 of 17JR, 1S2. 
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To the Eiupply of Gram the following icfeicncca have jxien tiaceil. 
Oiithe2‘l'th Aiigiisu 1677 Bombay , wrote toSuiat- We have not a 
pmincl of giam foi the hoises which put', them vciy much out oLca'c 
Thercfoie plea&o to Fcnd us in one of i\\c sIhIhiis oO Our 

want piocecds ,fiomthe king’s (the MoghaVs) stuet piolubition tliat 
no coin should he cairied out of his countiy.* 

Nine ycais latei, 2 nd December 1686, Mr J Wyboinc Deputy 
Governor and Council at Bombay, to ITis Excellency and Council at 
Suiat, lepeats the same complaint. We aie in gi cat want ol gi.im 
foi the hoi SOS wlueh makes us desiie a supply of about lOU bags in.ay 
bo sent by next eonvoy. Tins will scive us some time - 

Eoity yeais latoi (1728) a dilTiculty lose m legard to giam A 
Consultation, the Slst May 1728, iccoids • Q'he Moody, oi geneial 
PAisi agent of Government, also rcpiesents his case in sujiphing gum 
foi the Honoui.ablc Companj^’s cattle This he has hithoi to Chai ged no 
higher than at the late of Its. 13 the lihanili picc money accoidiiig to 
the contract made with tlic Ilonouuhlo Piesideiit foi supph ing it iii 
foimci j-eare But, through the gieat sciiieity of last sca'.on, the piicc 
iismg so considoi.ablj' that tlic last he pin chased was at Its 21 the 
lliandi lupee money, he laj^s hefoic the Board the latcs he pnichascd 
foi since Apiil 1727 to the ultimo of last Apnl, w hoi eby does accino 
to him 1 ) 3 ' the diflei once he lias paid foi it and w h.it chaigcd to 
the IIoiioiii able Company a ical loss of Es. 855-2-67, besides what 
ho sufEcis in icdolivenng and what is dc&ti 03 'cd b)' voiniiii. lie 
theiefoio humbl}' pia 3 's oui consideration to make him such allowance 
as wo shall deem just and icasonablc The Picsident then infoims 
the Boaid tliat in 1722 when the price of giain was settled with 
the Mood}', it was foi no longer tlian one 3001 and then to be leiiewcd 
I'cail}' as the puce should use 01 fall. Tliat aftei 1723 the inico 
continued nsing, though not vei}’’ considerabl}', until the last season 
dunng wlucli time the Mood}' has scici.al times sought to be iclicicd 
in tins article of gram To this he bade the Mood}' liavc patience, 
expecting the same might liave again so con'idciable a fall that tlieio 
might be no occasion to make an alteiation in the puce it has iioin 
that time been chaigcd at Tlic icsult proving otlieiw 1 = 0 , and the piicc 
of all giam in general likely for some time to come to continue high, 
he thinks the Moody ought to have a reasonable consideration The 
icst of the Boaid being ot the same opinion it is agiccd that the sum 
of Es 800 be allow'cd the Moody foi what he sulloicd in tlie supply 
of that ai-ticlc to the ulfamo last Apnl, and that he lie allow'cd Es. 21 
a khandi for wLat gram he supplies the scii’ice witlial fiom that tunc 
until other gram is imported winch is not expected until Februaiy 01 
Mai ch next, when the pnee is to be anew' settled with him accoi ding 
as it shall then govern.® ° 

Nme ycais latei, 4th Slay 1737, a Consultation iccoicb. The Sui.at 
Cluef and factois have supplied us ivith what sepoys and live cattle 
they could get, but om- oideis ainved too late for thoii- sciidino. gum 
mioywiU piondea quanfaty in icadiness at Gandevi to bc%oubus- 
by the first conveyance after the lains.* 


J Pcc Out L 11 . 4 of 1G77-10S7, M. 
I'll!) Diaij 3 of 1727-28, HO- 120 


- See Ont. L U 4 of 1G77-1087, 3G. 
Put. Diaiy 10 of 173G-37, lid 
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Tlio 20tli February ]7.")0, a Consultation records * Being in want of 
glam, it is agiced that the Chief , and factors at Sni-at be diieetcd to 
inn chase 200 khaudis at Jainbusar as soon as post-iblc if the same is to 
be had so as to tuin out with charges about lls. 18 the khamh.^ 

A Consultation, the 8th Novcmbci 1768, iccoids: The powder- 
hou'^o committee repicsent that they liavc had an offer of being ^ 
supplied with gram at Es. 11 the Ihandi for one a car or at the rate of * 
Es 13 £oi thiee ycara. The fiist is aeccplcd and the contract oidercd 
to be concluded.- 

To Gin or Claiified Buttei only one reference has been tiaccd. On 
the 12tli !May 1696 Bombay wiitcs to Smat: If anj' oppoitunity 
should piesen't before the rams, we nonld have you send us half a 
dozen oi half a scoic dnffcis or leather eases of gin it being very 
.‘■eaice on the island ■" 

To Oil the following in a Govcinment Consultation, the 28th 
February 1711, is the only rcfeiencc: Oil expemled in the tcveral 
out forts aud gariisons amounting to Es. 159J,an''Csfroinan established 
u.sual cpiantitj' allotted monthly to each place. Less than this cannot 
suffice. The amount admits of nC altciation * 

To Yfood the follouiugis the only rofeicnce. A Consultation, the 
6th May 1739, iccords • Being in gieat apprehensions of wanting 
wood for the use of this island, it is resolved that a competent number 
of boats be sent to Anjanvel to procuic u hat' can bcgotthcic; and 
that if necessary a galley bo appointed to convoy the boats.'' 

A letter from Surat, the 8th February 1676, seems to show that at 
the time of transfer Bombay was, or was believed to be, well supplied 
with Fruit. The Sui.at Council mite: The goicinor of Surat, Sayed 
Llahmud, and sevcial eminent ]ioisons have dosiicd us to send for 
some- good watermelons, aud of the best black and white grapes, 
especially black grapes of the long sort, together with whatsoever 
excellent fiuit is procurable in Bombay, BAndi.a, and places adjacent 
which we find are very acceptable here. Fail not thercfoie to send us 
some good quantities of said melons and grapes by eveiy boat that 
comes up. When you liave no boats bound this way hire a boat on 
purpose and send the melons and grapes up to us ; and pass the chaigo 
to the Company's account in regard nothing can better please those gieat 
men than such soit of fruit.® 

In 1769 measures weie adopted for cheapening and impiw'iiig the 
supply of fruit The 19th August 1769 Mr. Alexander Callander 
Clerk of the Peace, wrote to'the President and Council : Tlie Grand 
.Tury at the last Sessions of Peace held for this tow'n and island of Bombay, 
having represented to the Court' of Sessions then sitting tliat they 
apprehended many good consequences for the gain of the island and 
benefit of the inhabitants in general by a republication of all the sundry 
publications and regulations issued by your Honours' predecessors in the 
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lIOT^n^AY TOWN' 


inoHlliB of SciilomliPi 17"»7 ami KoV4'mlM5i I am dnocli'cl liV lln* 
(Jouili to iOf[uu‘'l that \ mil TTniioiiii will, it \oiiai)jinrtu HkmcoI, (•aii'L'tlii’ 
fami'lolic u'jiulili‘-li(’(l a** afoic^aiil, toip'Uici with tlu‘ ralos ol 1 Oiom 
imd hamalaifc ■■ctllfd l»v a coiiimiltL’c ol yoiii lliviid niidi;i ilu' 

Ji’clii iiai v 17GS, addiii" lli.it no 'eivaul ‘■limild loavo In*- iiia<-loi willi'nit 
a Inonth’p n.mmiir lii-l gi'on, and in hlcc manner o\i*iy nia'-ii-i ‘■lull 
{^vc In? ‘'oiv.inl oilhci a month’'' w'.iunn^ oi a inuntlrB . A«= 

it appealed to the f-atd Couit that m.iny aiiielci nC pinvi>^inn, jiaiti- 
eiihuly riuit and gioi'n*-, aiC£*ieallyo\-han'.(cdhy the IVn-i- I'oiii" ovei 
to the' olhci Bide and theic cn^ioBi-ino the ‘..imi’, lln-y line e>p(‘Ci.nllv 
la lequcBt that a puhhcatinn maj' ho ii-Micd to picient tlii'i ahiii-e, .ind 
thill all eu'-toniB Ol fee- collecled on the impoit.it ion of any ^iimi'-liini 
fimt 01 "iceiiB may he cntiicly aljoUdied Tlicyhine iil-o LuUlu'i to 
icqncBt that twolaiffc ‘•hcd‘> may lie liuill within the town w.ilN fm 
the piilihc maihet'^ to Ihs held m, one foi meat and fowls ntid .inolhei 
for fiuit and gicensj in such eon\einent parts of the town as yom 
Ilononis may jndoe mo&t piopoi foi the ]>iiii)obc. They h.ne to 
icqncst tliat yonr Uononi? will iilease to oidei the piihhc lond? of the 
island in general and the stioets of the towm to he ]>iopoily iep.iireil 
at the Ilonoiimhle Coni]».ani''s c\iicn=c/ 

On these diffoienl suggestions, at a Consultation the 26(h August 
1769, the ]jo.ndiem.aik: Jle.a'1 the ahoic leltoi fiom the Cleik of ilie 
IkMce, iccoinmonchng, hy oidci of the Comt of Sc-»s-ion>., sundiy points 
to onr consideration, on which the followingiesohitions aie tome to. the 
nccessaiy ouleis to t»c issued in coinoqnoncc. TIic siworal pnlilie.itiyns 
issued in Scptomhoi 1737 andNoveinbei 1759, with the i.itcs of lahoin 
and hamalago settled in Fehiuaiy 17CS aie oidcied to he lepnl.hshed. 
Should ti.adcsmon or olhei.s leCiiso toadhcio thcieto comi»l.unt is lo |.e 
made to tlio Cloi k of the inaikcl as .also of all othci ahuses lol.itivc to the 
mniket when the Cloik, cttlici hyhmisclf, or hy apidication fiom him to 
any of IIis iMajesty’s Justices of the Peace, will affoid icdie-s to the iiai ly 
aggrieved. A puhlication hl-cwi=c to lie issued against the Piiisis going 
to the othci side and cngiossmg pioiisions p.nticnlailv finit and 
gicens, and all fees on the two last mentioned .article- to he nhohshed. 
liut as the custom m.istci awl tlcik of the maikot lose a con-Kierahlo 
advantage thcichy, it is agiecdin hen thcicof to pci mil of a fee of 
two amiiis per hale on the impoit of cotton thieo-iiflhs to he given 
to the Pomhiiy Custom Mastci, one-fifth to the Iilahim Custom 
ilaster, and one-fifth to the Clcik of tho nwikcl. Two l.ain-e 
sheds to he hmlt. witlun the town avails foi the pnhhc markets 7o 
be held in, one foi mo.at and fowls, the othci foi fimt and giccns 
anu a eonptablc to attend the theds "With an allowance of a ciuailei of 
a inpeeaday. No sciaant to le.avo liis masloi without a montli’s 
w-airang, and no master to duchaige his senant mthoul month’s 
warning or a month’s wages. The pnhhc loads am noW' loiiainng 
and the streets aie under the raic of the scavenger who must lepail- 
them, the chaigo Ijcing defrayed hy the land p.aj-master.“ 

Nest yeai, 7lh Novcmbci 1770, a Ooiisultatioii iccoids- Raid n 
letter fiom tho Cleik of tlie Peace hy oidei of His Majeilj-’s Justices^ 

' I’uli Dmri 5^1 ot JTC!), C17-CIS. ^ Tub, Diary 51 of ircO, G37-C33, 
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I'ccommendiiii? IJitii a mavlcct may be cf-tablislied wiLlioui the gates for 
greens upon the same footing as that within, which is agreed lo.^ 

Domhay Government Consultation, iStli February 1772 : Read a 
letter from the Bench* of Ilis Alajesty’s Justices 1 ecommonding that 
the prc'sent stated pi ices on fruit and greens be taken off which they 
believe will be the means of the market Ijcing better supplied. It is 
C'cj'i'forc agreed to try the same for three months to commence the 1 st 
of next month, of which due notice must be given. At the same time 
the deidcrs must be lequixed to sell the fiuit and greens at the 
public maikct as hei*etofoie.® 

In 1803 the following correspondence took place rcgai'ding the 
rebuilding of the Fort greens and mutton markets destioycd in the 
gi eat file : Letter' from Mr. Simon Halliday Clerk of the market, 10th 
Alay 180^ to Mr. John Hector Cherry Piesidcnt, and TMcmbeis of the 
Tow’ll Committee. Tlie near aiiproach of tlic lains and the piobability 
of no final ariangcments being adopted for rebuilding the town before 
that period, induce me to apply to your committee for pci mission to 
build, subject w’hen required to be icmoved, a tcmi>orcLvy shed covcied 
with tiles on the ground occupied 1 ) 3 ' the late green market so as to 
shelter fiom the inclemency of the w'cathcr that useful and ncccssaiy 
class of jicople the fiuit and vegetable dealers ^ 

Letter from Air, James TIallctt Sccrctaiy to the Towm Committee, 
11th Alay 1803, to Air. James Augustus Gr.ant Sccrctai.v to Govcni- 
mciit; I am directed by the Tow’ii Committee to leqiicst 3 'ou w'ill 
submit to the Hoiiouiablc the Governor in Council the aceomjiani'- 
. iiig copy of an application from the Glcik of the market w’ith their 
G|iinion, that the public convenience ivill be much assisted b}’ a 
compliance thcicw’ith the moie particularly as Air Hallida}^ idcd'gps 
himself that the building'shall be removed at any time when icqnircd.^ 

Bombay Govemment Diary 13th Alay 1803: The above recom- 
mendation was 3 ’csterda 3 ' acquiesced in on the ground of the proposed 
' maiket being a public w’oik and less liable to abuse under the cliargc of 
the of tlio market than if in private liands. At the same time 

the inttee w’as informed that Air. Hallida 3 ’’ wus to lie rcsjiousihle 

that not a single piece of matting nor a single post of timber .shall 
on any pretext be used 011 this structure but that the supporters he 
coiistiiictcd of brick or stone ^ 

In icpl 3 ’', the ]711iAIay 1803, Air. Simon Hallida}’’ Clerk of tile 
maiket, aadre‘=>sed Jobn Hector Cliony Piesidcnt and Alembeis of the 
Towti Committee : I have the honour to aclcnowdcdge the receipt of 3 'om 
Seeiotar 3 '’s letter of 3 'esterda 3 ’^s date enclosing cop 3 ’’ of a rettur fi-om the 
Sccielar}’’ to Government of the 12ih instant being in rejil}' to ray 
application of the 1 0 th to 3 ’our committee for permission to erect a 
lompoi.ary shed dming the rams for the fniit and green sollprs on the site 
of the late market place. I am & 01 T 3 ' to observe that under the cxislnig 
cireuinstauees I do not think I can avail m 3 ’solf of the permission 
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gronted b}' tbc IlonoiiniWc the Goicinoi in Council to cicct lln* 
Icmiiomi}’ shed alluded to nithout not only incuinng inoic exiu-nMi ^ 
than it ivonld be jimdcnt for me to bo at j but aKo that the n»*ar 
appioaeli o£ the rains nill picchido mo fiom ])iocuiini: a ‘.uirmfnt 
numlici of woihmon noco«'-ary to complete the imdei talcing in timi' 1 
mnsttheicfoie lay it aside and in lieu Iheicnf licg k•a^e to sufriri..,! u, 
the committee that the cinl may still, 1 think, !« remedied liyiemmng 
the I’naikct to tliat spot of gionnd in the Taisi ha/..ir known by the 
name of the Goicnioi-’s old hoi.-c stable. Theic aic at inc-ent 
tcmporaiy buildingh suflicient with a small C'^pense to answer the 
piuposc wanted. I Inimbly submit that tins sjiot cannot lie turned 
to a moic useful oi bcllei account tli.in lliat oi a pcimanent iiiiblu 
maikct wliicli witli a little aimngcmcnt can in nij ojiinioii lie inade to 
answ’ci the piiipo'Cs lioth of a mutton and of a vcgcl.able maiket. At 
present the gionnd is occupied only bj a few mutton biitelicis^ a coojiei, 
aiidacliair-inakci who s.a 3 -sliei-umlei the b.ii rack niastci. Tlicie aie two 
openings into tins place, one fiom the I’llisi Inr/n ,s(u>et and the otliii 
fiom Buneb House lane, bj' wliicb llio meat and \cgel.il>le maikets m.iy 
be kept peifecll}' distinct, and thcic is a small liouse at the gatcw.i> in 
the I’liisi bazar which would answci lemail.ahlj* well foi the ccnist.ilile 
w ho sujiciinicnds the maikct to lesidc in. Theic is also a w ell w ithiii the 
pi cmiscs which would affoid watci sunieieiit to keep tlic place switl 
and clean. Should this suggestion meet with the apjeokition of the 
committee and ultimately with tlial of the Ilonoiiiable the (ioicnioi m 
Council, mauY pcisoiis would lie glad to cicct the maikol upon anj 
fixed plan w ilhoul being an expense to Govcnimenl.^ 

This pioporat was consideicd hy Go\oinmcnl and thcfollowing entry 
made the JJUth Maj 1803 The suggestion submitted in the ah-ne 
Icltei witli icspcct to convcilmg the sjiot of gionnd laiown in the baz.ii 
bj' the name of the Goveraor's old lioisc slnblc into a site foi a nmtlnn 
and vegebiblo maikct was on the 19lh .apjuoMit and the (oniiiiitteu 
authni-izcd to diiect the clcik of the maikct to piocccd accoidniglj - 

The follownng papers lelate to the supplj’ of Sfeat foi Bomkn-; 

Bonihaj' Goseinmcnt Consultation 0th July 1720 Tlie Pjesidont 
acijuamtcd the Boaid that this meeting is occasioned hv sc\ oral cnmjil.imls 
that have lieon made tohimlxilhfiom the English and Black inh.ibitanls, 
the one for want of pionsions the othci th.at then fowls ducks miJ 
other animals aic taken awaj”^ bj' foieo. He piopo=es as the jnost hkely 
method to lemedi'' these complaints that a juoelauiation he is-ue'd 
positively foihidding all peraons whatsooioi to take am-tliing hy foieo, 
and oidciing the veioadoies to supjily the niaiket ifoi tho'iisu of 
English inhabitants) as follow’s, eveiy Satui day with two con s^ cieiy 
Monday and Thuisdaj with goal®, and e\eiy Wednesday and Fnday 
with fish . and likewise duccting all pei'sons that want fow'ls oi ducli 
to send to the vcrcadoics foi them, w-lio shall supply them, if procurable 
at the followmg rales ; Foi a giown fowl 16 dugdnii, (2i as.), foi a 
giown duck 18 dugunis (3 ns.), and so in pi opoi lion for small ones. 


.‘Tub Diari m ol 1S0.1, 2011-17. 

' 1 ub Diarj 1/ 1 of 1601, 2040-17. Foi tsli supply and inaikcts see below Fialierica. 
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This is approved and the Sccielary is oidered to get ready a 2 >roolamation 
to llmt imrjjnse.^ Next daj'^ (7tli July 1720) the Sceictary drew out 
and published a proclamation according to the above order of Council.® 

Bombay Government CouRullation 18lh May 1733 : Mr. Henry 
Ivellel, marine paymaster, ropicsonts that •vvliereas he was allowed to 
chaige formerly 5 jnee a lb. for all beef supidied the ITououiablc 
Comiranj'^s vessels, that the alteration tliat has been lately made from 
72 ince to 80 for a rupee is 11 per cent to his prejudice ; and cattle 
being now dearer aird much more deficient to Ire' had than ever, he 
de'-iies the liberty of this Board to cliarge for the future 5 V pice for 
each pound of beef. This is agreed to.® 

A Consultation of the llth September 173S shows that in this year 
the diflieulty of projicr bujrirlics extended to almost all kinds of aminal 
food: It being reirreftcntcd by the land and marine jrajTnastcrs that 
.through the extraoidinaiy dearth and scarerty f>f fowls mutlon and kid, 
proper for the soldicis and sailors that are sick in the hospital when 
thev are uiron recovery, it is imjiossiblc for the undertaker who supplrcs 
the hosirital to afford such nourishment or diet for the juico that lias 
been usually p.aul him, namely 12 pice a day; and the want of such 
dmly suirplics occasions clamour and comirlaint from the sick people j 
and as we aic truly sensible of the reasonableness of this information 
and that without such diet and proper nourishment the sick recover 
very slowl j' if at all, it is agreed therefore that the land and marine 
paymasters allow the undertaker tliat provides the hosiiital with 
provisions three pice extiaordina-r.v per day for each person, and that 
they charge the same in their monthlj' accounts to cliarges extraordinary, 
"he x2pice formerly paid being stopped out of the pay of the sick ‘ 

In 1737 a further advance in the price of beef gave rise to the 
following con esjiondcnce : Letter from Captain Thomas Stoneliam, 
Purser Mai me, Bombay 2‘J'th June 1737. Provisions and other 
ncccRsaiies being at jirescnt much dcfircr tlian usual, I have made an 
estimate of their inicos which arc as follows : 

j-h Billet wood bought since March last, exclusive of servants 
wa'slage and other charges cost Bs, 2 i^cr mrlle. 

2. A hog wcigliing about 60 lbs. cost Rs. 3^; feeding it to 
jircvcnt it giraig the Jinx being otherwise full of oil, Rs ] i ,• cooly 
line, )e.s 50 (2 an.) j total Rs. 5-0-50. Pork amounts to 7 pice jier lb. 
exclusive of servants and otlicr charges. 

3. A bullock wcigliing about 130 lbs. cost Rs. 9 , straw 6 
bundles per day or 180 bundles a moirtli at Rs. 16 the thousand, 
amounts to Rs. 2-3-50 ; total Rs. 11-3-50. Beef amounts to pice 7^ 
the pound exclusive of servants and other charges. 

If the beef and irork arc salted it costs lialf a pice the pound more. 
During the rains (.Tune July August and September) the cattle ought 
to bo fed with a little grain, besides straw, to kccj> them in any tolerable 
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lloiiil'vy (liAoiniiiciit C«>ii«ii1l itinn r.f t-'itli Ahi^h-l 17 iii- itv-* . ii- to 
tlic lloniil tliat i.hf' j'lno o[ tlic KvI (iiliicli i- t.ir tl",* jn.. * 1 ..i'm-I.-mM,' 
•article') i- "''’-..Vi tou hir;li nml iiiij>lil I'n.loMv fr.m oilior li..ml.. l-'lu-l 
pomi'O'iHi!? iimior the pur'-cr iniuii..'’- rate.' Hat a- tli.‘ Hf,a.„,rili!.‘ 
(• 1111IU113 ‘ccin to j;i\c till- pen-on tlie i-n'ri'iimv in nii.j.lvi.i- th.ii 
iminnc, iu; a].preliuml it luUI-c a^n-c.ihlc to llic.n tint lu' li? hit!, 
Jiim upon the Iw-t cumlilion. he uill affoiil lu i.rehr to fittle the 
wnic the ])iir-ci inannc c-illtil m ami n'.'i|uaiiit'\l 1,\ thi' V,e-i'lent 
t ut coii'.Klcmi^ the nilv.wta'^e- th.at he lui,.- ,» hic mIhv a'l.l 
oth-iw^c. It M.11 oiepeeteil he aMmhl luve ]o^uMl^l ],i- r.ite-* To 
this he an-M CTfi ami olnect*. the trroMJiii: impi-ilions of The Mar.'itlils 
im all caporl. oE Gilllc, nnt) athcr c4:|H'n-c- in ..Itn,.- ii,.{ n,t|, 

J...l.oelo Inm-ilt l,c »,nn.l ,...,1,1; ‘„r„,rf I'mi-, »'l 


'Pull TlnrN 111 i.r 17-0-.57, H.'i UP 
" J ub Dui , !0 ft 173H7, ir.7.ii.s 


■ rnl. p, JO „f 17 J I , 

• i.b. jp vf I 7 „.i (II, . 1 . 1 ) 
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IboicEorc positively refuses to renew his contract at less. The other 
articles tlie Doaicl is satisfied aie pretty moderate and leasonahlej and 
oirtlie whole agreed to accept and renew the contract for one year on 
the terms specified in the said letter.^ 

The same rates and arrangements were continued in 17-11.® 

The iccoids of the four ycais ending 1752 contains the following 
rcLorcnces to Gujaivtt beef: Bombay Government Diary, 1th January 
jT'I'S. Although the beef for the eruizers prorided at Cambay will 
Ivun out dealer than last season, it will be much cheaper than if 
lin-vided at Suiat'.® - 

Bombay Government Diary, 28tli IVfarch 1718 : There came to hand 
a letter from the Chief at Suint to the President puiposcly to advise 
that since close of the general letter 60 casks of salt beef had been 
received from Cambay which he now sends hither on the grabs.* 

Bombay Government Consultaiion, 17th January 1752: Being in 
want of beef for our marine, and Cambay being the onl)'- place at present 
tlifiit it can be provided at, it is agreed that a letter be sent to Mr. Shaw 
directing him to salt up as much as can be procured for ivliieh purpose 
we sliall now send up saltpetie and a salter and cooper and diiect the 
committee at the Bar to forward as many casks as can be spared from 
the vessels.” 

Bombay Government Consultation, Itli March 1752 : In' regard to 
our ordois concerning salting up beef, the season was so far advanced 
that the Chief of Cambay had with gieat difficulty piovided and sent to 
the gentlemen atSuratBar 21 live cows though they desiied 250, but that 
he expected to get between 20 and 30 raoie in a short time; that the 
famine which had raged tlici'e for tivo of thiee years had occasioned a 
great scarcity of cattle but that he would procure as many’ as possible.® 

The 1753 iccords, Couit of Directors’ letter of 12th May 1758 
paiagraidi 31, contain the following refeienco to imports from Europe : 
lYc send beef and pork agreeable to your indent If any part proves 
liad, you must describe the condition and give us the marks and numbers 
of the casks, as you did by that consigned to you in the Uedor, that, 
if there shall aiipeai a reason for it, we may know where to apply for 
satisfaction.’ 

A Consultation of 29th September 1767 sho\\'s that the settlement 
of Port-Victoiia in Hatndgiri to some extent fulfilled the object for 
■which it had been established : The marine pajTnaster noiv lays before 
the Boaid an account by wdiich it appears 112,925 pounds weight of 
s.all meat •will be required for the service of the ensuing season. As 
that salted last year at Fort Yictona turned out better than that 
luoiuded at Cambay, it is directed that immediate orders be sent to the 
factors there to prepare for salting up the above quantity if so much 
eaube jn’ocuied. If not, thej* must immediately ad'vise us that "we may 
take measures for procurmg it clsewheie,® 
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^ Tull. Hiaiy 1.3 of 1739-40. 317. - PuIj Diary 14 of 1740-41, 321, 315. 

-I I’lih Diary 21 of 1748, 10. * Tnlj. Diarj 21 of 1748, 118 

s Tub. Diary 2."i ol 1752, 2G ® I’ub Diary 25 oi 1752, 85-SG. 

' l’«b Dcp. Coiul’s L. Vol. o of 1757-1701, 93. ® Tub Diary 40 of 17C7, 531. 
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Section 111— Prices, 1676-1781. 

Tlio following esti-acts lelate to prices cliiefl}' o£ local supplies . 


1 Sc<ir1eti, ami fine gieeiis Bs. 10 

tlic jard, 

2 BiouMoth coarse Bs.2J tlicyard. 

3 Cloth i.isfies l?s 2’ llic jjrtl. 

4 Peippliiaiine .1 Us 20 the picif 

5 QiiiLkhilvcr Es 43 the man- 

(i Verinilioii Es. 10 do 

7 Lead Es 2i do 

8 floppei E-- 18 do. 

A Consultation o£ the 27tli 


9 Almii Es the mhhi 
I f) lion Ep 2^ do 

11 Till E>^ 11 do 

]S Ecdlcod Es 2} do 

13 Gnus Es 3 do 

J i Anchors Es. 4 do 

16 Cordage I’s. 0 llie civt 

-1C T .11 aLEs ISthchaiiuI 

17 PiIlIj at Es 13 the Iwiiel ' 

November 174‘1 reeoids : In coii- 


teiiuencc o£ tlie older made last meeting tlut the Mtiodys sh,,uld 
this day enter upon a oimiiacifoi the m!\ oral aiticlcs to lie fuinishcd 
ijie ensiling year, iceltoniiigthe same to commence the 1st instant, they 
now’ attend. Being called in, many aigumcuts aic used on then 
part against any icduction o£ the piices stipnlatcd in thou foimcr 
agi cement. On* the other hand lefeienccis made to the pic^ent cnni'C 
of the inailicts at this place as also to the last icceived price cinicnt 
fiom Suint. Piom all tins tlie Board lecoUc with the concent o£ the 
said Mood 3 ’B to fix the following i-atos £oi the nnder-speeilicd ai tides 
dining the icim ahovo mentioiied 


Articles 

It" 

nrs. 

rt9* 

• 

1 Almonds .. ... 

fi 

0 

0 

the Bombay man. 

2 E,a«hets, small .. 

0 

0 

11 

c.icli 

S Bcng.sl lupe ... 

3 

2 

28 

tlic Bombay man 

4 Cotton . ... 

5 

0 

0 

do 

fi ElitJinii ... 

1 

1 

0 

tlie Sin at i/n/n. 

U Cotton yarn ... 

8 

0 

0 

the Boiiibny mun 

7 Cinnamon, the licst SOI t .. 

4 

0 

0 

tlic poiiuil. 

6 Chareoai 

0 

1 

0 

the basket. 

0 Cambay paper . 

7 

CT 

•J 

0 

the icam. 

10 China mot 

7 

0 

0 

the Bombay man. 

11 Camphor, China icfined .. 

O 

M 

0 

0 

the pimiitl. 

l2 Kuwlis ... ... 

0 

0 

30 

carli. 

13 Cncoanut oil 

4 

0 

0 

tbc Bombay man 

14 JJduqi i cloth 211 eovits of 
-j y.iiJ each, Incadth 25 
indir-. 

2 

3 

0 

the pier c 

13 Dangn sm.all bagj 

0 

0 

30 

the b,ig. 

le Dal 

1 

1 

0 

the Siir.st man 

17 Djiiimer 

2 

3 

0 

the Bi)mb.ij man. 

18 Earthen pots ... 

0 

0 

25 

the ])ot 

19 Eine7./in7mdi... 

1 

2 

0 

tlie Surat man. 


’ Snrat to Court 22nd Sopt 1C7G, Sarat Pact. Out Tj B 2 o£ 1G75-7c' 202 Porre-^t’a 
ITunic Series, I 104. 

" The appointment of the Moodj a n as in the follow mg terms The Hniiooi able .fohu 
Eurnc, Prcsiarnt .and Gosemor, doth by tbeso presents constitute .mil ni>i.oiiit sou, 
Iliriji Jiji, Bliik.i]i Ji]i, and DLinchji Jiji jointly to be Moodjs to tlie HonoiuablL'llu, 
United English Eaat India Company at Buiftbay for piosiding and 'npiilsiTu. tin, 
aeveralout-officcs and s-esscla belonging to the said plarc srithall buOi nceu^saucs 
aa arc lunally fnrnislicd by .a moody. Of these son arc to loop a i-nflicieut stoj, bv 
you of what are good;. and Iikew ISC j on .arc hereby ins cated ssith the aolo power of 
so doing for ss inch this ahalllie your patoiit. Sealed si ith the sciI of the afnrc^ml 

0™rB.“8 ofTyTf! *“ 
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Aiticics. Up 

2d Ghi ... ••• G 

qrA 

1 

res. 

0 

the Bonihay »ian. 

21 Giiim — ...• It 

0 

0 

the l/uindi- 

22 Green w.'ix-clotli ... 0 

3 

0 

the covit. 

3-7 ITailnl (yellow orpimont) .. 10 

0 

0 

the Doiiibay man'. 

2 1 TTeinp . — ... 3 

2 

0 

do. 

2'i Honey ... 4 

o 

0 

do. 

2o Indigo ... ... It 

0 

0 

do 

27 Jiup ?, Gill or Baw Sny.ir ... 3 

0 

0 

do. 

28 Licorice ... ... 3 

3 

0 

do. 

2.0 Jlillc ... ... 1 

o 

O 

04 

du 

iiO Oil ... ... 3 

1 

0 

do. 

31 Onions ... ... 0 

3 

0 

do 

33 Quicksilver ... . ... 4 

2 

0 

the pound 

3) Tbice ... ... 1 

0 

0 

tbe Siii.it »ia» 

31' lied earth ... ... 1 

1 

0 

tbe Bombay man 

3.') Bod Wiixclolli ... 0 

2 

so 

the covit of J of a 

iiG Bedlcad ... ... 5 

o 

0 

the Bonihay man. 

37 .Sng.ii ... ... 3 

o 

0 

do. 

38 Soap . . . . 3 

0 

0 

do. 

39 S.innocs ns pei ninslci IG 
covits of 1 of aval d each, 

1 yaid bioad ... 3 

0 

0 

the piece 

40 Siig , 11 candy ... ... 7 

0 

0 

the man. 

4'1 Thiead ... ... 28 

0 

0 

do. 

42 V.iijiish . ... 20 

0 

0 

do. 

43 VeiiiiiUon ... ... 4 

2 

0 

the 2101111 ( 1 . 

41 Veidigns as per muslci, 

- SurSffc ... ... 1 

3 

0 

do. 

Veidigiis as pel muster, 
Eiuopo ... ... 1 

0 

0 

do"‘ 

45 Wax ... ... 1 1 

0 

0 

the Bombay mail 

4fi Wliiteload . . ... 5 

2 

0 

do. 

47 tVood oil ... ... 7 

3 

0 

do. 

48 AViuid ... ... 2 

0 

0 

the thousand. 

49 lYlule ii.ix-eloth ... 0 

o 

50 

the covit ’ 

SO Edsewatci . . ... 2 

0 

0 

the ll.isk. ' 


Compaimg Uio prices with those of the foimci year (1740), and allow- 
ing the quantities to he expended the same a<- then, we have the'pleasnrc 
to observe a saving will arise of Its. 2^33 2 qrs. 89 res. Tlic article of 
hiead was usually siiiiphed by the Mood}', and the last season chaiged 
at 23 the mnn, though now indeed ho ofiers to engage at 2^, at which 
late Mrs Tranter mdoiv of Mr. Tiaiiter, also is willing to contiact. 
And here it is remarked tliat her late husband, whose employ at homo 
was biscuit-baldng, though scut out by our Honomablc Masters in 
quality of an on«-ign, yet he had been permitted to carry on his trade 
and winch has since been continued by lus widow, bj’’ winch means she 
is possessed of all requi.site conveniences for the business The Board, 
in consideiatiou of'her family and tlie offer she makes being equally 
low with that of the Moody, agreed that she have the furnishing the 
hi cad, namely, at the rate of 2^^ the mrrn by wliicli as before remarked 
with respect to the other articles, a gain on tins alone will accrue of 
lls 2107 2 qis. 5 10 s. which added to the above null make a net 
Saving on the whole of Rs. ‘1'346 and 91 res." 
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> Co viil (■written also co\it and co^ci'd) ih an Tndo-I’orln^csc form of tlio Poitii- 
giiesc coiado a cubit oi oil The Sur.it IcaSci cos id is 27 inclicT English and the gicntcr 
to^ Id IS 30 Inches, llohson- Johson, 207. • Puh, Diary 14 of 17 10-4 1, 474 - 470. 
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Ec'rAnluin- similai rates sis 3 cars laloi a Oonsullation, llio 8 th Jfa}' 
ITiT^iccoids 1 The MoO(l 3 - Imving delivered in piiipo^als foi suppl- 
ing the TInnouiahle Compans' wilhsundiy aiticles Cor one year ns iisuaV 
the same now aic examined and being approved aio as folhnis : 

Articles 


1 .Mmonds 

... 4 

1 i 

30 

the iiiaii. 

3 I’A'ktts snvaU ... 

... 0 

0 

11 

c'ich. 

a Bengal lope 

4 Cotton ... 

... Not 

.. 5 

(vircii. 

1 0 

the iiimt 
do. 

fi Khichftdi 

... 1 

3 

0 

do 

(] Cotton }’.ain 

... 8 

1 

0 

do 

7 Cinnamon 

.. 4 

0 

0 

the puLind. 

8 Chaicoiil 

... 0 

1 

0 

till' l).i>.ket 

0 C.iinliay papal . 

. . 0 

0 

0 

the quire. 

lO Gliuiaiout 

... 7 

0 

0 

tlic man 

11 Catiiplioi 

1 

0 

50 

the pound 

12 OoLoaiml nil ... 

... 4 

1 

0 

the mail 

13 Kumha 

0 

0 

30 

c.ich ' 

14 Danqi i < loth 

... 2 

3 

0 

the piece 

Ij £<iitlieii pots ... 

... •> 

0 

25 

caeh. 

16 Fine IMehadi ... 

n 

n 

0 

50 

the mail 

17 G/ii 

... 10 

0 

0 

do 

16 Gicon n.'ia-cloth 

... 0 

3 

0 

the cor it 

10 Jlaitdl 

. 10 

0 

0 

the inau. 

20 Hemp , 

2 

2 

0 

do 

21 Qnicksilvci 

3 

0 

0 

the pound, 

22 Tiiiligo 

. 0 

2 

40 

do 

2J Licnnco ... 

... 0 

2 

0 

the mull 

24 Rice 

.. 1 

2 

0 

do 

2 j lUrl c.ai th ... 

.. 1 

i 

0 

do 

SO Rerl n. ax-cloth . . 

... 0 

2 

50 

the coni. 

37 Roscnatci 

C| 

• • 

0 

0 

the llcisk 

SS Sug.ii 

. 3 

2 

0 

the man 

2'J So.ip 

... 3 

0 

0 

do 

go Snnnncs 

.. 3 

2 

0 

the \iii’ce. 

31 SugaiCTndi’ ... 

. 0 

3 

0 

the mnii 

02 Thiead 

... 1 

0 

0 

the pound 

33 VaiJiish 

... 21 

0 

0 

the moll 

31 Vwimlion 

.. 3 

2 

0 

the pound 

"3 Europe ■\eidigns 

... 1 

0 

0 

do 

36 Wax 

.. u 

0 

0 

the moil 

37 Whitclcad 

. . Not civcii 

do 

33 Wood oil 

• • 

do. 


do 

SO AVhitenax-i,lolh 

. . 0 

2 

JiO 

the eoi it 

>10 SuiatTuidigiis 

... 2 

0 

0 

thr iiuiind 

41 Onions 

. 0 

2 

0 

the iiiiiii 

42 Milk 

0 

0 

0 

do 

43 Juigelly oil 

.'. 4 

1 

0 

. dll 

41 Honoi' 

4 

0 

0 

do. 

45 ’/niji i, Gill or Raw 

t-ugar . 2 

n 

0 

do 


As it IS expected that ghi will be cheaper at the opeimio- of the 
season, it IS agreed that the piice be .again settled about foiu^moulhs 
hence. It is therefore diiected tliat the’sura of lls .*1000 he aiBanced 
the Moody to be deducted out of his monthly accounts as nsiial.^ . 

Aecoidingly four months later, the 12th Seplemhoi 17 [7, the Board 
direct The puce of ffht having risen greater since wc coiiLractcd mtli - 
the Mood}', in Consultation the 8 th of ]Ma 3 -, to supply the Hououi.ab]o 


» TuIj. Di.u3- 20 ol 17 J7, ic" . ]c3. 
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Company at tlie rate of Rs. lO'tlic man foi the teim of four months, 
it IS agieed. that he he allowed Rs. 13 the man from that time until 
"'tlio piice lowers.^ 

Letter tiom His Majesty^s Justices to the President, 27th August 
1770 . IVe are to acq^uaint you that the Parsis and others having 
offeied to supply the island ivitli piovisions agreeable to the enclosed 
settled by your Honouiuble Board on the 20th September 1757,® 
uaAre of opinion they should have free liberty to go to the adjacent 
countiies to puichase them and tliat the prohibition forbidding it 
should be taken off. That it appears many people under pietence of 
dieting persons or dressing victuals for them do keep tippling houses 
both withiu and •mthout the town, which is not onl}'- very prejudicial 
to the community in general by encouraging gaming and othei vices 
and may also be pioduetive of many robbenes. We theiefoin request 
your Honoui will order a jniblication to be issued by beat of dinm 
strictly oideiing all peison'! vrho keep dieting houses to give in their 
names monthly to a bench of His Majestj^s Justices in older that their 
houses may be dulj'- visited by a peace officer whenever judged necessary. 
This we aie of opinion may pi event the abuses which for want of 
-such a regulation aie at present generally complained of.® 

On receipt of the above letter, the 28th August 1770, the Bombay 
Council observe : Read the above letter from the Bench of His 
Slajestj'’s Justices enclosing a set of legnlations for fixing the piices of 
piovisions which aie appioved and ordeied to be carried into execution, 
and a publication to be issued accordingly ; after which, should *any 
one be detected in charging more, a justice of peace on n regular 
complaint being made will fine such offenders at his discretion. A 
publication must also be issued requiring all those wdio keep dieting 
houses to give their names monthly agieeable to what the Bench 
lecommends.^ 

Court of Directors^ letter 19th March 1778 paragraph 46 : We 
read with great concern in the 16th paia of your letter of 22nd 
December 1776, that almost every article of grain and provisions at 
Surat was 50 per cent and some articles 100 per cent above the Bombay 
prices. Although we fully approve of your lecommendation to the 
Nabob of Surat to moderate the duties •colleetcd on the necessaiies of 
life and to incieasc tTiem on supcifiuities and articles of luxury, yet as 
the result of your enquiry has not convinced us that so great an excess 
in the prices of provisions at Surat could have been occasioned by the 
duties levied on ai tides specified m the report of the Chief and Council, 
and as wo have no idea that prices so exorbitant could have been of long 
standing ett’ tliat a considerable advance could have happened without 
adequate and ei’ident causes, we tliercfore direct tliat you fm-ther 
investigate the subject. Particularly that you ascertain the - Httip 
when ■ffie advance of prices was first perceived which may be done by 
procuring exact accounts of the current prices of provisions at Surat 
for a few years past. You aie then to examine whether any of our 
servants traded laigely in grain or were ai all concerned in monopolizing 
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1 I*nb Dinry 20 of 1747, 334. • Not friiccd (1893). * Pub. Diarv 56 of 1770, 43. 

* Pub Binry 66 of, 1770, 460. 
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P 10 \K 10 TIS oC aTi\ limd at ll>ai pciiwl aiul tlieieliy conliilmlcfl lowaidp 
Iho public talanutv ulitch miml lia\e lx>cu (cc.vioncd hy .i jp-iwial 
sidiancc in ibopiieci at Sni-il. If- on ‘-ucli iiiM-lis-ition il MipU 
nppcai to you lliat Ibi-- lu'- liccn tlie c-i^c, it ip otii oidci Ibal cm’i.v 
peri-on concoincd in Midi piacliccp be PU‘-]'ciiilLd fioni oni ‘•ciMii'tilloui 
tuilbci plcapuic conccrnini; llieni be bnouii. It c mupl -icld lli il ue 
bold you pailienlaily iCpponMblc for a f.iitbful cbuidatn-ii of i'- 
Fiibjccl and foi tbu impaiiial and full CKCculion of Ibcpc oiii oidcii*^} 
iiisliiictioiiP.* 

Hcpoit fiom Ibo Comniiltcp appoinlwl to cnqniic into tbc cau=c-. of 
tbo oscfips in tbc piicis of pioi'i'-ioiip at Sniat, dated Siii.it lOtli 
i’cliruaij' 1779 • At a committee piceent, JIc-pis. fJeoriie Ouvn 
Ilicliard Pnec and Jdin GnflUh a]i])ointcd by tbc llomuii.ibb' tbc 
Prc^ldcnt and Couiieil of IJomlny in fon'-criuence of the 16tb iiarafriaj-b 
of tbc Ilonouinblc Conixanj-V eoinni!ind=, dated tbc lOtli Mauli 177S, 
to ompiiic into tbc causes that oeea'-ioiicd tbc picat c\cepp in llie juieep 
of giain and proiWonp at &uiat aboic tbc Bombay pricc= in tbe yeai 
177(5, audio aeceitamtbe lime wben tbc advance of pi ice-- u.ip lii--t 
perceived, also to cx.aminc wlietbei any of tbc C’omjiany 's tenants 
tiadcd laigely in giain or weic at all concciiicd in monopolizing 
pionsioiis of any kind at tb.it peiiod. 

Itc.ad tlio Honourable Company 'b painpiapb abn\c mentioned and 
tbc Boaid'p inptiuctions icspcctmg tbc objects of our Commi-'-inii. 
Poi the sake of piccision and tliat tliey in.ay be able to give as eleai a 
•state ns possible of tlieir onqnny, tlic eomrailtcc Inio tbongbt yii-iijici 
to dnidc it uiidei tbo folloumg beads 

1 To unqulie uli.'it ailicli? nf gnin .mil proiinons arc in gcner.il 
ilcaici at Siiiat Ilian .it Dumlm, .iiiil to asugn iLasons fni the K-ituc 

2 To ciuiuiic into tlicical oni-c-. tliat oct^isioniil (he e'ct-t-in lliu 
priccii ot gi.un .md proiision-. .it Siii.il in the y e.n 177li .iboie Iho-i- of 
pioccdingye.irs and to .i<-ccrt.uii the time mIu-ii the adiancoof pin.c 
ivas hist peiCLiicd. 

3 To make .a stnet cnquiiy and impuli.il i-iaininatinn Mhelhir 
any of the Conijiiiij's scriaiils ti.ideil laigeh in cmiii ni vcju it .ill 
lonceiiicd m nioiiu[K>liziiig pioiisions nf .mj J.ind at ihe.iboiejH-iinil 

Piiisuaiitio this mode the committee beg.aii uitli oiiqniinig ulia.t 
aiticles of giam and pionsione ucic in gciicial dealer .it Siiiat tli.an 
at Bombay and llicy lind that only iitc and ghi aic in pcnci.il deaiei 
in Suiat than at Bombay, the fomici about -35 to iO per cent .and 
tbolattci about 1.0 to 20 pei cent, for the follomng ]ca=ons. A'eiy 
little lice is giowTi at Suial oi to tbc noitliwaid, uTicreas .at Bombay 
and tlio countnes adj<iccnt no otliei grain liaidly is gioivn, bomg 
entiicly ncc countnes The giain peculiar to tins coiiutiv is ciislieusli 
or jitii i on nhieli the common people enhndy subsist 1 houeb 100 ]iei 
tent clieapei cusbenehte ainnch moic nounslung food than I'lco u-liich 
chiefly accounts foi this city being so veiy populous, as \j-ell as ’foi the 
latcs of seracc and laboui being considerably louei at this place tlun 
at Bombay. Most part of ilicnco consuined beie isimpoilcd from 
Bombay oi tbesonUiwaid at agic.st expense, and, being oaten only by 
the iiehei soil of people, may moic propeily be toimed a supoifluity or 


' Pub, Hep Court’s Letters Vok 10 of 1778-1783, 33-33, 
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luxury than u jiccessaiy ofhfc. Tluit ghi is aLva 3 '’S dealer hero lliau 
at Donibaj- is inincipallj'' owing to the Nabob's eollccling a tax thereon 
of aboie one lupcc the man. The cousumptioii oi gin in this toira, 
one voar u itli another, is about one hundred thousand m tins ; consequently 
the Naliob icceives annually at least one of rupees bj'’ the tax or 
iiupopitinii on this aiticlc alone. As a foimcr committee have pailicii- 
^'ij.y noticed the dilleieiit duties levied by the Nabob or his ofllceis on 
^ ,e.and provipioii<!, it is needless to cnumcititc them again lioic. And 

.^h it may be latlier foieign from tlic puipose of our Commission, 
yet it IS too apposite not to reniaik that the Nabob imposes taxes 
besides customs on cvciy species of meichandi'^e as uell as on grain 
and piovisioiis. That the maiiufactuies aie llius aibitiaiily taxed in 
every shajic of their pi ogress cheeks the spiiit of industiy and 
is oppressive to conimeicc We hoiic we sliall stand excused, being* 
■well awaie how delicate the subject is, if actuated by our zeal for the 
honour and lulcicst of our Employeis and the prospciitj'' of this once 
tlouii‘'hmg city, we fuither leraaik that the Nabob is surrounded b}- a 
set of bad ministers -who liave gamed thccnlnc ascendancy over him and 
ale continually' inlluencing him to oppiess the inlvibitaiits to serve their 
own iuleicstcd puiposes. And as the Nabob possesses gicat power and 
aiithoiit}'', the subject must ncccssaiily feel all those evils and bad 
efioets consequent on a divided govemment and can scaicoly find ro'ief 
or sccuiity even in the virtues and humanity of the Honourable 
Company's piescnt icspectable Chief. These matters we are humbly 
of opinion justly claim the serious attention of our supoiiois in 
■whose power alone it is to icmove these evils and thereby restore this 
city' to its piistine opulence. 

'file committee next enquired into the real causes wliicli occabioiicd 
the excess in the prices of grain and piCvisions at Surat in the y’ear 
177G above those of foimer y'cais, and when the advance of yniec ivas 
liist pciceived. They' find it "W'as entiiely' owing to tlic tioublcs all 
ovei the country' in consequence of the Mai.Ulia war and the fiequent 
predatory' incuisioiis of the jMariitha lioise in the environs of Suiat ; 
and that the advance of price was first perceived in tlie beginning of 
the y'car 1775 when the dealers in giain raised it, notw'ithslandiiig 
there was a plentiful ciop, fiom their appichousinns of disturbances in 
the countiv as appeals liy the following cxtiact fiom the Suiat Diaiy 
uiidei the. 17th Januaiy 1775 : ‘The military and marine iiay'maslcis 
say' they cannot get any person to contract for the klnchadiioi less 
tirm Its. 27^ pur /i/ipm'/i which is dealer by Its. 2 V Ulan last season, 
and that though giain is at pi csent cheaper, the dealers in it w'ill not 
agice to a low'cr price, hciug appichcu'-ivc theie may' be troubles shortly 
in the eountiy.' 

Conformable to tbc method jJi’C.scnbcd m the [lonourablc Company's 
paragraph w'c have proem ed as exact accounts as yiossible of the 
monthlv market puces of giain and provi'-ioiis for ascries of y'cars past, 
to wluch rye have added a comparative statement of the medium puces 
at llombay and Suiat fiom the y'car 1773 to the y'car 1778, botli 
inclusive,* They aie given m the folloiving statements 


’•I'lib Diaiy 7S or 1779,‘20.'i- 'JOS. ' 

STfil). Dmiy 73 of r77i>, a0i-2U. ‘ Foiic&tb llomu fc’eiics II 235-237; 
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Surat Monthly Maihct Prices, 1771 to 1778. 


Date— rrariDKcd. 

Ricc 
cnimnon 
20 inani 

IVlioit 
20 niani 

Cn“li- 
cuhli nr 
JiJri 
iOtnani 

TMI 

20h.an9, 

Gram 
20 Niant 

niurk 

Gram 

COnionn 

B'ijn 

SOmnnf 

Ghl 

10 then. 

Jtn;;c1I\ 

Oil 

10 t/iri f 

177?. 

Its. 

S 

IIb, 

q 


q 

Bb. 

q. 

Re 

q 

Us 

q 

Re. 

q. 

Be 

q 

III. 

q 

r. 


32 

0 

19 

0 

19 

0 

31 

0 

24 

0 

17 

0 

16 

0 

a 

n 

3 

1 

0 

C < iinri 


0 

20 

n 

19 

0 

31 

0 

21 

0 

18 

0 

10 

0 

7 

3 

3 

I 

0 

ifLh 

32 

n 

21 

0 

19 

0 

31 

0 

21 

0 

18 

0 

17 

0 

s 

0 

3 

0 

0 

April 

32 

0 

22 

0 

10 

0 

28 

0 

24 

0 

18 

0 

10 

0 

7 

3 

3 

0 

0 

Ma.\ 

33 

0 

in 

0 

10 

0 

28 

0 

20 

0 

17 

0 

17 

0 

8 

0 

8 

1 

0 

■luiip 

33 

0 

19 

0 

10 

0 

23 

0 

o » 

A 

17 

0 

IS 

2 

9 

3 

3 

1 

0 

Jill} 

33 

0 

19 

n 

10 

0 

23 

0 

25 

0 

17 

0 

15 

n 

10 

1 

3 

1 

0 

AU.,'llEl 

n 

0 

21 

0 

21 

0 

27 

0 

25 

0 

18 

0 

16 

A 

10 

2 

3 

1 

0 

ScptPinbdr . . 

30 

0 

10 

0 

21 

0 

27 

0 

23 

0 

18 

0 

17 

5 

10 

A 

3 

1 

0 

Oi tobi-r 

31 

0 

21 

0 

21 

0 

27 

0 

21 

0 

10 

O 

17 

0 

10 

0 

4 

1 

0 

Noicmiur , 

31 

0 

20 

0 

21 

0 

2 S 

0 

24 

0 

13 

5 

17 

0 

10 

0 

a 

1 

0 

DcLimbcr 

31 

0 

20 

0 

IS 

Q 

23 

0 

21 

0 

13 

0 

17 

0 

0 

1 

3 

A 

M 

0 

1771. 




















January 

30 

0 

17 

2 

17 

0 

20 

o 

21 

9 

12 

2 

14 

A 

0 

0 

3 

U 

0 

I't-bruipj 

27 

0 

18 

0 

17 

0 

21 

0 

21 

0 

12 

2 

11 

0 

8 

A 

3 

0 

0 

M-atcIi . . 

20 

0 

14 

3 

IS 

0 

20 

2 

21 

0 

12 

•> 

11 

0 

7 

A 

3 

0 

0 

April . . . 

20 

0 

11 

2 

15 

0 

11 

0 

21 

0 

11 

0 

13 

0 

8 

0 

3 

0 

0 

Ma} 

27 

(I 

11 


15 

0 

10 

0 

17 

0 

11 

0 

12 

0 

8 

1 

2 

3 

0 

■Tunc 

20 

0 

14 

o 

12 

0 

IS 

2 

10 

0 

14 

0 

12 

0 

8 

2 

3 

0 

0 

Jill} , . 

20 

0 

10 

2 

12 

0 

18 

n 

10 

0 

12 

2 

12 

0 

8 

A 

3 

0 

0 

AuKUEt , 

27 

0 

10 

o 

14 

0 

18 

o 

10 

0 

12 

2 

12 

0 

8 

A 

3 

0 

0 

‘•cptPin'bur 

27 

0 

10 

2 

11 

0 

IS 

0 

10 

0 

12 

2 

12 

0 

8 

o 

3 

0 

0 

OLtober 

•R 

0 

10 

0 

11 

0 

18 

n 

10 

0 

11 

0 

12 

0 

8 

i 

3 

0 

0 

Xoionilicr 

27 

0 

18 

0 

13 

0 

18 

i> 

10 

0 

It 

0 

13 

1 

8 

1 

3 

1 

0 

neccinbcr 

07 

0 

IS 

0 

13 

0 

Jl 

i> 

10 

0 

11 

0 

13 

1 

8 

3 

3 

1 

0 


ComptuaUte Statement of Areragc Piicca at Bombay and Snrat, I77S to 1778, 


Arllclos. 

1773 

1774. 

177.1 

Ilonibn}'. 

Burnt 

Domlmy. 

Eumi. 

Rombay. 

Bunt. • 

Rico 20 Rar.il main „ 
Wheat do . 

7) (I (In, 

Griiiii do, ... 

liliick Gram do 

li i]ri do, 

GAi 10 Surat < 
Jm!,'(.1l} oil do 

Hb. qF rs 

17 0 88 
10 1 04 

2'i 1 1 

22 1 17 
17 2 85 
14 1 77 

0 2 9 

3 0 3J 

Re, qs. TF 
21 2 31 
17 3 61 
2'i 3 1.1 
21 1 K) 
11 u on 
14 0 83 

7 3 0 

3 0 10 

Rf qs. rp 

17 2 0 
25 0 0 
24 0 no 
28 2 11 
11 1 71 
15 2 22 

7 1 ai 

4 0 33 

Rs qB TB 

20 1 33 
22 1 34 
2.1 3 0 
20 0 00 
JJ 1 sn 
20 0 3.1 

8 .1 83 

3 1 76 

Rf. qB,r>. 

17 3 10 
21 1 01 
25 0 84 
24 0 40 
lb 0 0 

18 2 10 
10 1 31 

4 1 11 

Rf. qs rs. 

21 2 10 

21 .1 CO 
23 1 0 

22 0 3J 
18 0 31 

10 0 CO 

11 0 0 

4 10 


Articles, 

1770 

1777. 

1778. 

Rombay 

Surat 

Rombny 

Surat 

Rnmbay 

Surat 

Rii-p 30 Surat naiu 
Wheat dn. 

Dill , do. 

Gram do 

ITInck Grafli dn 

Rajrl do. 

Ghl in Surat then 
Jiuf'cll} oil do 

Up qs rs. 

18’ 3 65 
21 1 88 
23 1 0 
18 0 81 
20 0 0 
14 3 88 
0 1 12 

3 3 0 

Rs qs ra. 

27 1 .13 
10 2 0 

28 3 0 
22 3 0 

18 1 on 
10 0 00 
8 3 8 

3 2 CO 

Rp ({B. rs 

IS 3 15 
22 0 23 
21 0 50 
21 3 6 
10 1 71 
10 1 55 
0 1 7.'i 

3 0 00 

Rp qp-rs 
31 3 0 
20 0 0 
27 3 .13 
2! 3 10 
10 2 83 
10 0 83 

0 0 60 

3 0 01 

Its. qp rs 

17 .1 10 

15 1 17 
20 1 12 
IG 3 5 

16 2 85 
12 2 0 

7 3 50 

3 0 S3 

Rb qs rs 

27 1 33 

16 3 33 
18 2 31 

17 3 0 
11 1 0 
13 3 .13 

8 1 50 

3 0 31 


Bydhc al)ovc accounts it appeal s.tliat tlie prices of giain and -pro- 
visrons weie lugher in 1776 and 1777 than they wore upon an average 
111 former yeare, though not so much as we might j-easonably expect 
when we consider the rise was the necessary cfCcct of the troubles in the 
country in consequence of the Maratha civil war. , In 1778 the in-iees 
j'everted to their usual standard, the country being then 'more quiet 
and settled, and it, is further to be observed that all kinds of giain and 
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pi ovi'sions arc cons-iJeiably elieapei this prc«ont year (1779) than last 
it IS also evident on inspection of the oompaiativc statement that ginin 
is in gcneial clicapoi at Soiat than at Bomba}'. Ktill adiniltinif the 
position ' tliat almost every aiticlc of giam and piori'-ions at Sinat 
was 50 1)01 cent and some aiticles 100 pei cent aboso the Bombay 
puces/ the conclusion natinally to be diaau is this that whaler cr 
imght bar e been the tcmpoial cause, the clfcct. could not have lonj^ 
existed, since by the invaiiable mai.iins and ceitaiu means of commeu 0 , 
the puces, like water, would soon be upon a level, mmo e'peciall}"iii 
the piosent case, Eceiu£i the maikets licic could in a few days lure been 
abundantly supplied fmm Bombay. Haring sliorvn-tbat i^iaiii and 
piovisions aie m jjcncial clicapei m vSiuat tiun at Bombay, the aboro 
position must eonsccpeiitly fall to the ground and rr itb it the occasion ‘ 
of any fiiitbei leasoiung upon llic sub]cct But not doiiblinc: that the 
Board liarl some gioumls for what they advanced in llicii Icttei to the 
Ilonmiiable Couit of the 22nd Dcccmboi 177G, andpeifcctly sensible 
of tliu 3 ns{ncss of the obseir-ation made by the Ilonouiable ' Company 
111 then Icttci of the lOth Match 1778, ‘that so ^leat an cxl‘ 0 -.s in the 
piices of jiioviMims at Snrat conld not have been occasioned by the- 
diifacs lerned on ai tides specified in the lepoifc of the Chief and Council 
and that the puces so csoibitant eonld not have been of long standimr/ 
the committee rvere natnially led to investigate the snbjcctlnitlici and 
to tiaeo the leasons that induced the Boaid to nialce the above icmaik. 
They fifld it rvas occasioned by a conipaiativo statement diawn out 
by the pniser inaiiuo lioic andtiansmitted to the Piesidency for the- 
puiposo of sborr'ing the exceeding chaige incmiod by victualling a 
Comp.tny’s galivat at Suiat, above the charge incuiicd by the same 
at Bomljay, rrhith statement on examination rvo find to be matoiially 
eiioncous by reason of the Bombay puces lieing estimated coiisiduiably 
lorvci tlianthc maikct puces oi than puces really stood on the Bombar'' 
inaiino books at that poiiod Ujian onqiiiiy rve find tliat the piiisoi 
inaiine rvas icgiilatcd in Ins Bombay puces in the above estimate by a 
statement sent fiom the riesxdency to rvhieli be was ordcicd to confoim 
in bis Suiat cbaiges By the Bombay estimate it appeals that the allorv- 
aiico of piomsions to a Bninpcan foi one month rr'as limited to Its, 7 
2 ips. 38 ICS This though not paibculauzed in said eL.timatc Ircing 
neail)' the same amount that is allorved to the commandcis of the 
ciiu=ers in then pior-ision accounts, rve must suppose was'^ealculatod 
agieeably theieto aud uot accoiding to the puces on the roaunc books, 
rvhcicas the Sniatimces in the compaiative statenient diarrii out by 
tlic iiuiser raaiinc coiicspond rvith those cliaigcd on the books of tins 
“cttlcment It seems he calculated the Bombay inicos exactly fi oin 
ihosc allowed to the commandcis on settling their pionsion accounts 
as he had leason to conolndc that the Bombay estimate rvas calculated 
fiomthcm, liocauEc the paiticnlais added together nearly onadiatcd 
with the sum proscubed by tlie Boaid. This the follorviiig -extiacls 
fully explain. , 


1776: 


Extract f 10 m the Siiiat Diary under the 13tb of Scptombei ]■; 

Bead alcltci fiom the pniser mau'no lepicsentino that it is not 
possible to bung the expomes of the vo,cels on tins station to tl,c 'sum ’ 
limited in the estimates foirvaidcd ns by Ibo BicsidoiiL and Council-' 
and euclouug the pailiculai accounts pointing out rrbcicm the dilfci- 
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cnee will aiise. In icgaid to {he diiroicncc in the piicos o£ the provi- 
pions snpplieil to the galivatp at this place anti the Picydency we have 
only to icniark that all grain being contracted for thepc contiacls aie 
entered into for one j^ear fiom the beginning of January and Uiat at 
the time the last were accepted the tionblcs in the conntiy oceapioiicd 
an incfeapc in the pi ice In order to lespen thcpc as niucli as ])os&iblc 
when new eontiacts ai.e entered into, it is lesolved that the Secrctaiy 
do vitTix public noiificatinns for iccciving scaled proposals for tlie giain 
and deliver them to the Boaid. 


Extract from the purser maiine’s letter dated 12th September 
1776 : Agreeable to your iceommendation to me at' your last meeting I 
now lay befoie you a compaiative account of thc'cost of provisions at 
Bombaj’- and Suiat allowed to the diffeient stations in the Honourable 
■Company’s maiine service. The IBomliay imccs aio talrcn as I 
understand they arc cstabli.'-hcd in-that department at the Presidency 
and tbe Surat puces from the couti act of giain with our moody, and 
the prices £oi fjhi^ airack, bicad, and other aiticlos approved for this 
jnesent j^car, 1776, I have pubiomed an abstract intended to show the 
exact difrereneo of expense of pronsmiis that ivill bo incurred by the 
vessels on this station, between phat the like ics&cls ivould cost for this 
article ulien solely litted out fiom the Picsidency.^ 

A compaiative account of the cost of provisions at Bombay and 
Surat winch is allowed to the dillercnt stations in the Ilououiablc 
Company's manne service : 

EuiOjJiun’i Piovmons/oi One Month, I77G, 


rro-Msions, 

Tovl lit 
Boinb'ijr, 

Cost at 
blunt. 

Moio nt 
buiiit. 

I.c»i> nl 
bin lit 



Its. 

n 

r 

as 

»1 J 

Kb 

q 

1 

lU. 

q > 

llicc, 21 thn 3 , . , 


0 

1 

81 

0 

2 E!) 

0 

1 

n 



■Old, IPI „ . . 


0 

1 

18 

0 

1 M 

0 

0 

20 



II •• 


0 

1 

71 

0 

3 P 

0 

1 

.Vi 



Ilicnil, SSpnnnilB . 


O 

1 

11 

1 

1 83 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 Tiu 

■MeU, ulixiniids 


2 

a 

no 

3 

1 oo 

0 

1 

7U 


TTt 

Aiincl , 1 calliin 


0 

2 

cn 

1 

S 10 

0 

l\ 

Ub 



ji'iEli, li ciiririis 


0 

o 

0 

0 

9 0 

0 

1 

0 



lircvTOod, luO billets 

• i« 

0 

0 

CO 

0 

i 81 

0 

2 

21 


... 


Total 

7 

3 10 

0 

3 2b 

3 

3 C2 

0 

J cs 


Deduct 


0 3 CS 


Diffutcneo S 0 7 


Extract fiom the Suiat Chief and ConneiPs letter to the Bombay 
Boaid, dated 26th Sej)tcmber 1776 ; Having in obecheiico to your 
commands of the 2‘1 th ultimo icspccting the manne on tins establishment 
sent a copy thcieof and the estimates which accompanied them to the 
puiscr marine with directions to conform himself thereto, he addiessed 
ns a Icttci' on the 12th instant representing that many ciicumstancos 
would unavoidably increase the charges beyond the’ sunis estimated at 
Bombay, In icgaid to the difference of the inico in the pronsions 
supidied to the gahvats here and at the Presidency, we have only to 
remaik that in obedience to your orders all gram being contracted for 
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thcfco contiacts aio cntcicd into foi one year fiom the Ijcfrinnin^ of 
Janiiaiy, and tlicic being tioublcs in tlio eounliy at tlirflimc tfc last 
vcio accepted occasioned an incicasc of the pi ices of tlicnij but no fball 
take e\eiy mcaiiuic in oui power wben ficbli contiacls aic made to 
icducc this expoiiFC Wc find tliat on icccijit of ilicalioic statement at 
Bombay the Boaid, suipiiscd at the app-ircnl difTeienco in ibc pnccs, 
mote to the Chief and Council iiB'ler the lOlli October 1776 as 
follows: Wcncic stiuck nith the, “utmost snipiise upon inspection 
oiyom sfcitemenlof tbo diffcicncc in tliccost of proMsions at Bombay 
and Suiat. Wc should naturally liave expected the difference would 
have been con-sidcrably in fiivonr of Surat, nbciC'’S m some ai tides 
youi piiccs exceed the Uomb-iy ones upwaids of lUO pci cent. Tins 
IS \ ciy unaccountable to us. But as wc aic inclined to impute it to 
sonic impiopci impositions Icidcd by the Nabob, wc diicct that jou 
tiansmit us a paiticulav list of cveiy duly collected by him or his 
ofiiccis on giam and all other kinds of piovuions, accomjuuicd with 
a pnee euiiont of ciciy species thcicof in youi In/ai. And to piove 
that the compai alive statement drawn out by the pui-ei inaiinc was 
ciioncous, and that the ical difference between the Bombay and Suiat 
puces was not so gic.at as the Boaid upon insjiection theieof ivcie 
natuiully led to icmaik, we do here annex a rcchiicd statement calcu- 
lated accoi ding to the puces cbaigcd on the Bomliay and Surat books 
icspectivcly* : 


Eutopcitn’t Pmnton^for One ^^onth, 1770 (Amfmlnl) 


rnn leiotia 

. 

Bo*nb*iy 

iJooVs 

*sDnil 

Books 

More 

Furat 

U«a 

Sunt. 


Ra q. r 

R' q p. 

R-. q. r 

R*. q P 

nicp, SI SuTOt irr* nt Be 1 the Saint non 

0 S 10 

0 2 

0 0 70 


-ZMI, 10k Sunt fcrii nt It^ tbo Sont 

mn 

0 1 C3 

0 1 41 


0 0 21 

(rAi, 3 Boinba> fen nt Its. ^0 59 the Bom- 
boj man • , 

Brcnd, 2Jpoandnat Ts 3 tbo Bombiy nan 

0 2 41 

S 1 43 

0 3 0 

1 1 “3 

,0 0 c: 

0 5 55 

ilcnt, 3f poundq at 35 rca tbo poond 
BiitaMa arrneV, 1 fmlloa •• 

Fiph.lt €ar\cn^at tic 01 ZOtbeennen 
Firtt9vood| 150 nt lU l-l-lO the suUo 

2 3 00 
13 0 

0 1 EO 

0 0 81 

S 1 r,'i 

1 1 40 
0 3 0 

0 2 B1 

0 1 Tfl 

0 1 20 

0 2 0 

0 0 51 

Total 

0 1 10 

D 3 20 

1 43 

10^ 

Terluct .. 

Difference 

0 1 IG 

0 S 10 

*1 0 33 

0 S 10 



After w’hat is premised tbeic is little reason to suppose that any of 
the Compau 5 '’s seivants have monopolized giain oi pionaous Yet m 
obedience to the positive oidei-s of our supenois we have made a -fitiict 
and impartial enquiry and having called upon all such poisons who we 
had reason to think could give ns any information on the snljjcct it 
does not appear that any haded laigely in giam oi wcie at all con- 
ceined in monopolizing provisions of any kind. We aio Lappv in 
this public opportunity of doing iushce to oui fellow'-servants by thus 
placing them beyond even the suspicion of Iwing in any wi«e concerned 


' Pnli. Piniy 7r> of i77t, 215 . 215, 
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iu riiieh odious aiuriicrnicious practicef:. (Sd.) GeorffC Green (Sd.) 
Rieliard Piiee and (Sd.) Jofm Griflith.^ 

Oil llio lotuni o£ UiG coniiniUeo from Smat to Bombay, the Bombay 
Government ajiiirovcd of their iiroeeedings and ordeied a copy of the 
icport to be sent to tlic Couit of Directors.- 

J'l iri> Glut, nt of the Moothfi Storcufi om Jannni if 2770 to Dccomhcr 1710? 


AiLirIcs 

1 Fine lice ... 

• ■ • 


ns. qr«. rc! 

3 2 0 

the Siujil 11 ( 011 , 

2 Coal ^0 1 ice . 



1 

2 0 

do 

3 7'ni’ ddl 


• •• 

30 

0 0 

Iho lliandu 

'1' Rod gi.iiii . . 

• k • 


18 

2 0 

do. 

0 Win. at 


, ^ 

24 

0 0 

do 

6 ’fdnri. Gut or Raw Siijrai’... 

3 

1 0 

the mail. 

7 Giiiii 

... 


2 

2 -0 

■ do 

8 Ghi . 



7 

1 0 

do. 

0 .Tiiigelb' od 


... 

3 

2 0 

do. 

10 Cacu.xniil oil 



7 

0 0 

do. 

11 Boos-w.ix ... 


..1 

0 

2 50 

the pound 

12 Naiiiihi dhoti 

. 1 % 


•j 

0 0 

the piece. 

l3 Soap 


««■ 

1 

2 0 

for 12 cakes. 

14 Rcdcaith .. 

... 


1 

0 0 

the mun. 

15 White w.'i'c-clolh 



0 

2 50 

the gaz. 

IG Red wax-cloth 


• t « 

0 

3 0 

do. 

17 Giceii -wax-cloth 

... 

• •• 

1 

1 0 

do 

18 Glue 

« « • 


0 

2 50 

do 

19 C.ind wood 

• • < 

... 

3 

2 0 

the mille. 

20 Billet wood 



1 

2 0 

do 

21 Fine Uichadi 

«•! 


3 

2 0 

the SnCcit man 

22 Coarse f'hu/iadi 

• • • 

« « 

1 

8 0 

do 

23 Hemp 

21 KiU Ton a Japon 



8 

1 0 

do. 

ica 


5 

2 0 

do 

25 Gvgvl B.ils.ain 

• • 


1 

1 0 

do 

26 Chalk 

. ( « 

«•* 

1 

1 0 

do. 

27 Earthen pots 

... 


0 

0 30 

each. 

28 Cotton 3 'ain 



8 

3 0 

Uic man- 

20 Cotton yam 



5 

0 0 

do. 


P) ICC Cm I ail for the Moody's Stores for the year 17S0.* 


Arliclci. 

1 Fine lice 

2 CJoarso rice 

3 Jdgrif Gvf or Raiv Sugar 

1 Giam 

5 Ghi 

G .Tingclly oil 

7 Oocoanat oil 

8 Bocs-w.ax 

9 NnutiAu dhoti 
,,10 Red earth 

11 Gioen -nas-clotli 

12 Rod ivav-cloth 

< 13 'White vrax-cloUi ... 

14 Glue 

15 WiiidaiTOod 

16 Gaud wood* 


ns. 

qrs 

IC'. 


3 

3 

0 

the Sural man 

1 

a 

*4 

75 

do. 

3 

1 

0 

the Bombay man 

2 

2 

0 

do. 

8 

1 

0 

do. 

5 

2 

0 

do. 

G 

2 

0 

do 

0 

o 

50 

the pound 

5 

0 

0 

the piece. 

0 

3 50 

the Bombay man. 

1 

1 

0 

the gaz. 

0 

3 

0 

do. 

0 

2 

00 

do. 

0 

Cl 

50 

the pound. 

8 

0 

0 

the millc. 

3 

2 

0 

do. 
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rnfc-", 

17b0 


\rttclcs. B". e*'" ” ' 

17 Dillutwood 1 - _0 

18 I'liic / An — — 3 3 75 

. ]'• Coaxso do . . 1 3 25 

20 Ilnnip ... . ..310 

21 Gvgul Hiilb.iin 110 

35 Hill Ttrr.v Jcipomta • 4 2 0 

23 f'h.ilk ... . .. 1 1 0 

24 Eni then poU .. ... 0 0 35 

2o Cotton lain 7 0 0 

30 Cuuntiy tninc — . . 5 0 0 

27 S'llt 0 0 40 

23 iS'iyis IVinnoivcis 0 0 40 

39 Ladle? 0 0 15 

30 Spoons 0 0 7 


the millu 

the Suiat mnn. 
do 

the Eomhay man 
do 
do 
do 

cadi 

the Boiiihny viaii, 
do. 
do. 

c.ach. 

do. 

do 


rorliignc'o 

l>.-iprr, 

1750. 


Bomtay Go^ eminent Biaii', ICtli Bcbinaiy 1 780 • A qiiautiti' o£ 
roilugiieio papei having Leon qinicha'^ccl bj' the Piepident foi the 
I-Ionoin.ible Compan 3 ''s use at lls. 2 the icam, the ouf-ofliccp and 
?nboidiniitc‘. must indent for wliat they ivant nhich ivill ho issued fioni 
the mihtai}' storekeeper’s oflicc nhcie it is now lodged ^ 

Pure Cvncat of J/oody'fc Sloid/oi 17S1 - 
A’^'cks n= np> rf 

1 Fine lice 3 3 0 the Siu.'it >mn. 

2 ('oaraoiico . .. . . 1 2 75 do 

.3 .7d'/n, or Haw Sngai. . 3 10 the llomKaywian 

t Oums . 2 2 0 do. 

i> Ohi .. .. •*. ... 8 3 0 do ' 

0 Jingclly oil 5 0 0 do. 

7 Goc-oaiint oil 5 2 0 do 

8 Eecs-ivax .. 0 2 50 the pound 

<) Red L.n 111 . « ••• 10 0 the Boinb.'iy nan, 

10 Giron wavdoth 110 theg^,' 

11 ,Red ivav-clotli . ... 0 3 0 do. 

12 1111110 u .as-cloth . ... 0 2 00 do 

13 Glue .. . ... 0 2 60 the pound. 

II lYind.i uood 10 0 0 thciuillc 

1.5 Candnood . . 4 0 0 do. 

16 Billet wood . 12 0 do 

17 Vmclliicliadi ... . 2 0 the Simat man 

18 Coaiso do 2 0 50 do 

n jVtig dill PiiLo . . . 1 2 50 do. 

20 IIcuip 3 10 the Boniha}’ man 

21 (7kjii£ Baham 110 do. 

22 liut Telia J.apoinca ... 4 0 0 do 

23 Chalk 110 do. 

21 Blooms 0 0 5 c.ich. 

2.'] Eaitlicn pots ... . 0 0 3C do. 

2b Cotton jam 7 0 0 the Bombay muK 

27 Countrj- twine ... 5 0 0 do 

28 Salt... ... ... ... Q 0 .Jo do. 

2'! iSi/jn Winnouers . . . . 0 0 >10 each. 

30 Ladles 0 0 15 do. . - - 

31 Spoons 0 0 7 do. 

32 lingo baskets ... 0 0 40 do. - ‘ 

33 Middle b iskcts * 0 0 20 do. 

34 Small baskets 0 0 15 do •' 

35 Coir ... ... ' ... 3 10 the Bombay mail 

to 

> Fill- Dnrj 77 of 17S0, 41 -4 >. 

- *^'75 ">h f'-i'. 1781, Tub Dim 78 ol 17SI, 11 - I,'., roiicsl’t, ifoinc 

Sene'!, IT. 201 • 2C5. 
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Section IV.— Trade. 

Tlie following exti-acts relate to the measures lalccu to secure the 
success of the Export Trade generally: Letter fiom the Comt of 
Directors to Lieutenaut General President and Council of Sin at, Stli 
Eebniaiy 1691'. The goods that Ag-a Piru and lus countrymen shall 
proiide for you, we doubt not but inll inove much bettor for tlieirkmd 
and piice than any you shall have or buy of the Pflrakhs, and his titlicr 
lieic hath assured us he sliall provide whatever j'ou older him in pait 
of the contract as well and as cheap as if j'ou gave him ready money 
to do it. However, and to make the issue of this matter clear Ijcyond 
all ambiguity, we euioin that the goods bespoke of Aga Piru be 
marked embailed and invoiced by themselves, by which kind of emula- 
tion we sliall liojic to have our goods the licttcr from each paity. If 
we did not know ourselves, omr candle hcie will ecrlainly discover 
which of the parties have served us with the most fidelity.* 

Bombay letter from Sir J, Gayer General and Council to Right "Wor- 
shipful Samuel Anneslc}’’ Picsidentaiid Council at Surat, dated Bombay 
Castle 9th April 1696 : Should it so fall out that yon can got no goods 
from Surat yet we shall be able to do pretty well mlh what the General 
hath proiddcd, if you can but speedily continue to send us gunnies and 
lopos and other paeliing to pack 100 hhandis cotton. The General has 
already besides cotton, 100 Surat mans of putchock (iiu'onsc for China) 
and is in daily expectation of olibanum and’myiih from Shnor-Dullar 
(Shahar and Dofai ports on the south-east coast of Arabia). If it can 
be done, wo would not have yon fail to send us the coffee g.nrblcd or 
ungarblcd before the rains and what other goods you can th.at wc may 
bo able to lade the Tonquern when she arrives for England. Wc 
design, if po'.sible wc can get the America (who is on shore to repair 
her rudder) ready time enough to send her away mth what wc can 
put on boaid her liei e, to lill uji ivith pepper at Telhchcriy to bo 
despatched from thence to England." 

The following show wliat exports ivcrc piohibitcdto piivatc tiaders : 
Surat letter fiom Jlessrs Gray and C James to Mr, A. Grigbie at 
Swally, 7th December 1072. The enclosed fiom Bombay we received 
the last night ^Ve do desire you to send for all the BazAr Banians and 
give them in charge that they buy no indigo of any sort or lac of any 
sort, aloes soccatrina, myrrh, China loots, c.amphoi, tinlail (or crude 
borax), coho, cowries, red caith, being commodities piohiliited by the 
Company to be carried home by any ships but for their own account. 
Let them Iniow that if we find any of .them offend tlierein ivc shall 
seize their goods for the Honouiablc Company." 

- The follouing extracts relate to the various classes of exports under the 
alphabetical headings Calico, Chintz, and Cloth : Court of Diicelors’ 
letter 17tb April 1711 paragiaiih 51. If possible to be incvonted, send 
npj calicoes under tcu yards long, but as much longer as you shall Ihink 
fit &r has been customarily used. Tlie reason is ten yai-ds of calicoes is a 


< 

^ See. Out. L. V. G of IGOl - iriDR, 3. GniuHc menus sale by cnwilc Hint is nu nuetion 
in ivliicli iirrsons aie nllowud to bid only till n.wnnll piece of cnndlc burns out 
= Sec. Out L B. G of 1091-10'JC, CJ » Biu.U Fact. Out. L B. 1 of 1G30-1C73, 33J-rG. 
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piece and of lale we liave had a ditpule with the oflicers of the cusloih.b 
wlio would make us pay for pieces of half ihai length oi nndci as ^ 
they were ten yaids. They will make ns pay foi the sin pins, as if a piece 
be lifleen yaids long, it shall be accounted a piece and half, and so of 
all other lengths in piopoition. Tliongh tins dispute is picLty well ovci, 
yet it may be revived, and no would not inllingly give them a liandlo 
lieieaftci.^ 

Comt of Diicetois’ letter, 17tli April 1711, paiagrapli 50: We 
would have all the Anjengo cloth oi as much as j ou can get done 
in time nhite. If possible get the wcaveis to make it of eighteen 
yards long and a yaid to a }aid and thico nails wide, and of no other 
lengths 01 bieadlhs. Yon may buy it of dilleicnt fineness and gooilncss 
so as it be well made of the sort " 

Couit of Diieetors’ letter, 27th Maich 1713, paiagraph 72 : Objec- 
tions agiiinst Anjeiigo cloth by the Wentworth The cloth oi ten and 
eleven nails wide did not jield piinio cost fieight and customs by t\i enty 
to foity per cent, that of fourteen nails iiidc yielded tin ee per cent loss, 
tliat of a yaid and seventeen nails and nineteen nails iiide, jielded from 
twenty-five to thntj -eight per cent piofit, not icckomng inteiC'-taiul 
insiiianee These goods aic piett}' much of the natme of our coast long 
cloth Salampoics as to the makes, but are some of seventeen and otheis 
of twenty-four yaids long AA’hcieas our long cloth is generally thii by-siv 
yaids long and ciglitecn nails wide, and invoiced to ns the oidinary and 
middhng from twelve shilhngs and six pence to about nxteen and six 
pence a piece and yields beic fiom seventy to a himdiod pei cent piolil 
The Salampoics aic of seventeen yaids or bettci, and fiom sixteen and 
a half to eighteen naib. bioad, and invoiced the oidiiiaiy and middling 
fiom SIX shillings to seven and nine ponce the piece, and yield pictlj 
near the same piofit But Uic coast goods aic genei.illy uell u Intoned, 
if blown they turn to no account. If the Anjongo l)ioadcloth conld be 
bought che.ip aud well wlnluned, ue should be irlad to hav'c some to 
ciicouiagc that settlement, but v\c will have none of llic naiiow ou any 
Icims "■ 

Couit of Diicctois’ lettei, 12tli Maich 1730, paiagi.aph 39 • ClmiU 
jminhojaji (! ijnc hioad) at Ils 110 thcgoigc (oi coigo that i^ a sci>u‘) 
IS moie tlmn u c can affoid to give and much dealer than the Tatiia elnnlz 
stands us in, that aic m grealei esteem and sell much hottci. We thcic- 
foie foihid puieliasiug any at that extiavagant piieo * 

Conitof DncetoiV letter, SOth Maich 17.31, paiagiaph 50: As to 
the goods m general now oideied, lie cluefiy refei to uhat we say in 

the list of investments. M c shall only add the cliiutz ponnheffciji is so 
nialciial an ai tide that wc send yon some p.atterns which may govcin 
yon so far as to see tUeiehy Wc want some new vv'/uks, aud thcicfoie 
vie recomraciid to j'ou once foi all, as the clolliof the last sent vva'. good, 
to keep np the same goodness, and that jou cndeav'oiu cieiv' v'cai to 
send ns now paltciiis, as well of the floivcih as stupes, at least* iiv’c oi 


’ Cdihj) of St lulling Oiil V’iil 1 Ilf ] 71 , 7 -] 7 :!] 55“ 

® Comp of SUuiling Old V’nl 1 ol 171.7. 17J(’ Jiy* 

^ Ciuiip orsiuiiiriig Old Vnl 1 111 I7n-l?Jr S7 ss 
Comp n£ SUiiiduig Old Vol Inf 1717 I7«ij ii-, 
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KU^jsoris ill a bale. Anil let the Iiuliaiis work their owi fancies which 
aie alwaj's piefcrablc to any patterns Ave can send yon fiom Europe ; 
.nil) i£ tins be observed, we need nevci to say any thing jnoie upon 
this head.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th .Tanuaiy 17-18 : Diiceted 
tliat Mcssis. William Hornby and llobert Ercemoult iirocccd to the 
assistance of Anjengo factory and take piissage on the Hcstoration gia\i 
as far as Tclbcheiry Avherc the Chief and faclois will funiish them with 
a piopcr conveyance to carry tlicm to An jengo. Con^dcring the circiiin- 
stances of the IIonour.able Company’s altairs on the Coiomandel coast it 
is resolved that the Chief and factors beparlieulaily oidcred to be careful 
in AYcll completing their cloth investment aheady contracted for j also 
to piovide on the best terms they csin as much more as may be procur- 
able Avlnch we aie well assured ivill be an acceptable incee of service 
although from the uon-arriA’al of our Eiiiopc ships avc have no list to 
send them for their guidance.- 

Court of Diieclors’ letter, 7th jNLueh 1719, paragraph '12 ; As 
calicoc.s are .at piesent in great dcm.nid, you must acquaint the ChieJ' 
and Council at Anjengo that avo expect they Avill exert thcinselves in 
that part of the investment by encouraging tlie iiiciebants to incic.ase 
the manufacture as much as possible, at the same time liaA'iug a 
due regard to keep them up to the quality of those icceiA'cd last 
year.® 

CouiL of Diicelois’ letter, 5lh April 1751, paingraph 72 : Although 
AA’e observe but little cloth is A’cnded at Anjengo, and aa hat is scut thillior 
if. ehicfly sold to the king of TnlA-aneor for the clothing of his soldiers, 
3'eL jou must direct our sci'A'ants thcic to be A-ei-}- attcntiA’c and lose no 
opportunity for opening a tinde in that and the neighbouring countiies 
if ever they find it piaoticable.* 

Court’s letter to the Surat rresideut .and Council, 22nd Ajn-il 1682 • 
Theie is another matter of national concemment as Avell as relating to our 
own intcicst AAliieh aa'c must in most special manner lecommend to your 
asuduous care industry and invention, namely the procuiiug for us 
ly all possible contriAnnee A'cry gre.at quantities of cassia lignum, 
cinnamon, tuimboon, and cinnamon de matt, Avhicli is the best expedient 
AA'o can think of to keep down the exorbitant price the Dutch force 
England and all other nations to pay foi cinnamon, since they Avere 
masters of the sole tiade of Zeilone (Coa'Ioii), AA-hcrefore to compass 
all that is possible of those bastard kinds of cinnamon, if our stock should 
fill) sliftit, you may take up money and for jjiicc aa'C shall not limit )'ou, 
IcnoAving you Avill use this liberty AA’ith justice and discieiion.® 

Court’s letter to SiiiJit, 22nd Ainil 1GS2 : Coffee, shellac, cotton 
yam, and tuimciiC aic bulky comnioilities and come to little monej^. 
You maj do aa'cII to be alAAwys stoied Avith a good quantity of them 
beforehand to ascertain the full loading of oiu- ships at all times, and 


Cliaptcr II. 
Tiadc 


Anjciigo Clolli, 
IW8. 


C.Alircc'i, 

171'.'. 


CloHi, 

175J. 


Cinn.iinnii, 

1082. 


Collcc, Mlull-AC, 
CoUim Yniii, 
'J'luinoiic, 
1G82 


' Cnmy). o£ Slaniliiit; Out VoT 1 of 1715-1721, 9fi. 

= Till) Di.iiy 21 ol 1718, 1').20 J Pul) Bqi. C'oait’q L A’’ol. .S of 1712- 1751, IDO. 
‘I’oiiip. orsi.milingOiil.Yol.l oini.A- 1721, 7‘). I’nl' IM’ Cmiil’hL A^)l dori752- 
151. • M’lil). Dcp. Couit’-, L Vol 1 of IC81- J(iS.7, 10. 
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Chapter II. 

Trade- 

Collcc, 

1735. 


Cotton, 

IGSI. 


Cotton Wool, 
170S. 


1737 


1743, 


to tlcspalch on a cudden any email Fliip for Euioiic tliat may am\c nitu 
you fiom Bantam oi the South Seat. ‘ 

Bombay Government ConMillation, SletFchniaiy 17 "5; ’Jlu’ waeon 
grioning l.tte and none of our galleys apjtcaring, it je agieod to dc'-palcli 
the Viefojia grab now in the load immediately to Moklia with ^Ic^srs. 
Diapci and Goodain in oidci to pincKa^u a loading of ooiTce foi the 
Kvtv Wtllifim. Bevadits Amlnidus olteiing to give bills pajablc at 
Mohlia £oi 10,000 Sp. dollars at the rate of It*- 210 pet 100, in pait 
pajment of his debt to the Company, .and as the gcnllcineii mil 1« in 
■want of money to carry on the iuicstmcnt of coffee, it is agiecd to 
accept thcieof. " 

Court’s letter to Surat, 7th Apiil 1031 : Take fit ec.icon*. for the 
bujmg of oui cotton at Bioach when it i® cheapest, and keep nun 
constantly p.icking .and pi Of f-ing it haid with our fcicws at Sw.t1!j or 
Surat that you may have quantities thcieof nly.ajB lying by ready to 
ship upon any omcigency.® 

Court of Dll eetore’ letter, 20th Apiil 170S, paragmph 3.'). A*: for 
cotton wool oui own plantations produce such \ art quantities Ijc^ ides 
what comes fiom Turkey tliat we lo<iC moic than the capiLal tbcicby. 
We tbeicfoic absolutely forbid joui sending am till fmtbei oidei'-,* 

Court of Diicclorir’ lettci, 7tli Oclolwr 1737, iiamgiaph 27: AVc 
diicct that you annually jnii chase a thouctuul hltfiudn of the Iwst 
Bioach cotton upon our account at Suint to Iks di^po-cd of accoiding to 
the diicctions wo sluiU think fit to gno from time to time It inu«.t 
bo j OUI care to piocuic it in tlienio^t pioper season inion the most icasoii- 
ablo tci-ms ^ 

Court of Diieclors’lottci, 13th March 17 13, paragmph 31 : A stock 
of 1000 Ijalc^ of cotton must always be on hand. We csj’ccl that jnu- 
Euant to onr diicctions 'ome 3 'c.aib ago, care ha^ Ikscii taken to hare “uch 
a quantity Iw joii, as that aiticlc was in gicat demand in Bengal last 
3 car Wo direct in case v'on should Ixs douhlful w hclhci you shall be able 
to load home all tlic tonnage conngned to 3 * 011 , that the first of llic'c 
e1u]js that ami OS at Bomba 3 be lo.ided with cotton, and that 3*011 put 
on board wbat suiphis ticasnre can Ixs spaicd, dospatcbiiig Iiei away 
with all expedition to Bengal. We shall gn e diicctions to om Piesidcni 
and Council in Bengal to load on bci siicli a number of Ixilos pKqici for 
the IiiUiopo inn.ikut^ and wliat saltpctic can cou\cnlontlv bo f-paicd, 
w ith her dunnidge in ledwood, and to gii c the Commandci oidci s to 
proceed thcicw*itli to Tclhcheri 3 *. wbcie on the sliip’s arnial. tlic Chief 
and Council muet fill her up with popper, and dcsjMtcb her to us 
wuthout loss of time Yon must give the Chief needful diicctions, 
adding withal that only such part of tlio saltpclio mutt icmain on 
Isoaid as they aic obliged to continue 111 the ship foi ilie filling up her 
tonnage or what the Captain shall rcquuc at fho low freight, icseivm" 
the lest foi some of oui other ships, ® “ 


‘rub Bop Conrt’bL. To! 1 of ICSl - 103.1, 10 s 
= rub Bep Court’s L. "Vol 1 oflOSl - 1C81, 81. 

‘ Comp of St.-vnilmg Onl. Vol. 1 of 1715- 1721. 8G 
“Comp of SLimlingnnl. Vol lof 1713-1721, 100 
'-Pull Hop. Courts li. Vol 3 011742-1751, 35-30 
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-Court of Diicctovp^ letter, 8tli .Tune 17-13, paragraphs 5 and 0 : W(J 
liave lesolved tliaj. the Uiirdiiicl shall pioceedfrom j’our side of Indi.'t 
to Canton in China, and iMos&rs. Lascoe Hide, Henry Hadley, and 
Richard Pinnell supe^■cargoes take passaM on her to tiansaet our affair? 
there. Therefoie j^oU must put on hoaid a quantity of cotton at youi' 

no sliip is sent to China on j'our own account, you must fill the 
ITarchuich with sandalwood, putchoek, olihanum, and other articles propel' 
for the Canton market, malang up in silver per invoice to amount 
in the whole to Rs. 2,10,000 or more. If the supercargoes desire 
it consign the same to Messrs. Hide Hadley and Pinnell, -who must 
be pie'-ent at the packing of each aiticle to see that every thing is in 
good order, and you must give the commander sailing orders to proceed 
tf ihc port of Canton, and to obey the orders of the said Messrs. Hide 
Hadley and Pinnell.^ 

Court of Diieetors^ letter, 20th March 1711, paragi-aph 28 : This 
paragraph directs that a large stock of cotton should be puichascd at 
tlie ehcaiicst tunc of Ihe year to answer the demand of the China and 
Rengal markets. " 

Romhay Govcinment Diary, l.oth December 1779 : Account sale of 
3212 hales of the Honourable Company's cotton at xniblic outciy at 
Bombay, at two months^ credit and to be paid foi when taken away"* : 

Bombay Cotton, 1779. 


1 Biles. 

Year 

Ituiiccs 
the KhaniU. 

Biles. 1 

Yeir. 1 

Bniwcs 
the Khandt 

200 ... 

1778 

91 

200 . 

1770 

93 

200 ... 


90 

200 ... 

99 

103 

200 


91 

200 ... 

fl 

102 

19G .. 


91 - 

200 ... 

fl 

101 

200 ... 


93 

200 ... 


90 

200 


95 

17G 


97 

200 . 


92 

200 . 


OG 

200 . 

If 

93 

210 

II 

90 


Bombay Govemhicnt Diaiy, 26th May 1780 ; Estimate (25th May 
1780) of the expense of bowing and packing one Ithandi of Broach 
cotton in Avhicli opemtion two days are required* : 


Doninq^ ... ••• 

Loss in tlcrming 30 ««« .at Its 00 per hhandi 
Gunnios, 12 pieces, at Rs. 6 per co. (cOvit) . 
Duttics, 19 y.arils, .at G1 les pci j.anl 
Fine R.i]4piir lienip lopcs, two at Ro. 1 each 
Twine, one, pound ... ••• 

Sen ing wrappers {•' •.■ 

Pachins two bales ... . .... ... 


Rs. 

20 

3 

3 

2 

2 

0 

0 

1 


r. 

0 

8G 

0 

59 

0 

GS 

0 

0 


'Idah ... W ^ ^ 


> Pul). Dop. Cuint’s Lcitcis Vol. 3 of 17J2-17GI, 47-48. ' 

■ Comp, of Standing Oil* Vol. 1 of 1716-1721, 78. Pub. Lop. Conit’s L. Vol. 3 
1 742 1751, 04 - 05. •’ Tnt. Diai.v 70 of 1779, C09-CT0. ' Pnb. Diary 77 of 1780, 2? 
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Chapl<’r II. 

Ti.ilc 

( i.i.r* ^ 
iri" 


Ki'. 


Tv,^ .. 1 ., 
Kii innn’, 
CiiiPi'T. nml 
I'll 

1717 


171<5. 


17IJ) 


JInil I 
lOb-’. 


llll I'lIllM 

nr, imMl'.AY ‘!l)\VN' 

CfiMil <il T'lU'f'oi * li f.iT, llll ITV', j I*'. :rr'>3 ii 1 !: 

(’owiii". (/'fi'/i') ;iu* :i i»mnii><lri\ if .ihvi’ ".ml l,.i.;Iii <1 ' li il , 

tint McwtiUiil Tii-M’i Ih- lli'‘y Ifiiij; ‘'•rn- ''i-i l!, . 

SiiMV’ Ml' lid tiiu'’ t'-i’; fpi'ii IJi'n'T.il mIiiP' t’l v I i'.' • ’t 
i-t MullTlir dllliT^ Id U'lld .t <311 \l ul\'. We ‘"i ill'' ill td\i'i 

ii- :ill MO M11I0 f.ii, if .(1 , 111(1 ill'- ji . •iir-i" i..ir 

iinli'ii ‘i<> (.'aliciit a’lil Aii]. nj;.* Uni lli'M jir-''' 1,1.’ .di Uii’\ i in Mil'i t! ' 
1^10 it, "'t imlii'-liyandniijilK itMii IXld nil !■> n-- v.lnt an' U-* i <ni. ,i, - 
ill mc’kIiI oC till! Miiicl I'll* \ li\ ilii'iii i'-.',l ill tl-' 1 1 t Aiij. ni;d 1, !l, r ' 

C’onri df lliiO‘'ldr'* li-ltdr, 12 tli ^['lrvll 17 . 5 '), jn-tdra^'li Jl 
CiiMrie- if at tli’rt\-li\i' Jn f'ir‘,1 ‘-liiliiti':' i^'r roii*., Ui ' •"iiill / . ' 1 '’ 

!«' I = 

Cfiiii! (if HiiL'ctdi-.' loiter, iSlh Juii'' 1717 , 3 irr: i*!i -! < - Y,',. 
Miiuld lii\o lo'cii "I id t.j hue 10 id tli'-ioiii lo'.i litio jiri.ilii'.! :■ 
iivimlity Ilf liioid tij'-oil-, ni'-o-inni’.’-, Oiiiiii'i' luff- and lit ••..! , a’.'i ..f 
Xcipinoiuutc, Ydii Mill nil jHnmiiii; mir 1 i-l^ (if ini,- tio. nt {.rd fi.r 
FLi oral } L ir- jn^t mo alii.ij. mioIo fur tlii'-o mIi-’Ii v ,■ f.i'lnd.' nili.'. 
Foil*, (if M lute and oolmin'il jjxxU Tlio n'l-dii i tL.'o a', Ti‘i>’--.’n- 
fiu tlio (iiiini’.i tiiid.! and mii.-llr' Ind, nr ol-n <;i,t fr'iii lldlhnd m'hIv. 
'flioy yiv liUlo (11 im iliitios Ix.-mij prolnliiti d In t.‘ m..ki m laiLrl.nitl 
Wc .arc 'I'm imi true ii'. tlii- on i>-ii>n f"! oi.njiimil 15 i>x..|.' jirdiidi’ 
of tlie'O ‘■nit" .icO'ii\hn‘.r t‘i tlio ([iiintnii*- no oidor, nr if K fnie oiir 
FliijiF .mill', then ac'indinir to the li«ts' nf tlio proo 'dim; joi' , till iio 

forlud tliOiii nr any nf llioiii * 

Cunil I'f Diri'tlnrF’ letter, i 7 lli I'Vlmiiry 171 ?, Mn<;r.ij !i -* 1 ? , 
Tiuli'.;o 1" nlis.ii" nieidiniDiii'i t.iiniiioility, .niid i il.o- u;, a irroix il'"il 
of time to iMiiclii"e a iiiiintily Tliorofiir,' fir"l d» t £r.''(il 

and coMne*, then indi£r(, if not alnvc 11" fil> the ? 'm,, cr other jiieti’- 
;^od" incntinneil in the iimslnieiit * 

Couil of Direclniv’ letter, 1th Xoii'iiili-'i 171 '.', juinjirai'li t 2 lint 
I'on nin«t alwaip icinemliei to cond ni tho "Oi oiiil ‘|>.'oi.'' cf (Jniji,..,! 
nnods MC MlltC for, Ij.'CHlFC MO IllVC TlOnO Or llill VOM foil' fri.m till' 
othei ci\n"t to aiiFM-cr the "mio pniposo", and they aie •d'-idiiielv n<'oo- 
Eai y foi cxiinrUition.' 

Couit’t Icltoi to Sm-at, flJnd April 1 C '«2 • "Wo dc-ire xoii to piovido 
GOOD oz ,11 llicrcalioul"- of good lic-li Agra niiiU. in gniin prwiidod 
\oiic.nn lia\o il fiom 12- to 1-K the oz , taking urtal tnro it 1-; 
frcUi, Moll coliiuicd, and mcII grained and put iipni lisiilon poU if t.i 
lie Lid, foi MO find that the tooflianaipic (tuteiiagui>) poti do drv it xori 
much. tVe Mould Iiaio am pot^ nndei 200 or picked \on hard ami 
clo>=ca Mitli skins ovci the jibls; and prav pul no pa]Kr Mitlim liic p .ts 
for that dues llie musk, hut nistc-id thereof a r.iit of ]e.a(l to kJeii it 
close, and let spceial care lic taken in the goodneS" ^ 


> Comp, of Stindiiig Onl. Vol 1 of ITl-.-lT"] nn 
; Uoiiip of fiUnding On) Vul. 1 , f ITi:,. j;-;! '<i-, 
“ Cumii- c»f Slnmliiif? Ont Vnl I , J. 
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Surat letter to Bombay, 7tli l^Iarcli 1676 : "We dcf.ire you by the 
fiist coiiveyjuee to pend us uj) I ?000 jiavin" ptoncs of the pome dimeii- 
■^ioup as was formeily sent : 4- inehes thiek. If the -whole quantity is 
not at pic'-ent procuiablc, we desiio you to send so many as you can 
and the icst when you can procure them.^ 

Suiat letter to Bombay, 27th August 1734 ; We requested to have 
the jiaving stones Ave indented for last year as the new warehouse Ave 
haA'c built is quite useless till it is paA'cd,® 

Court’s letter to the President and Council at Surat, 22nd Apiil 
(1681 or 82) : We must enjoin you paiticularly that you do endeavour 
■to secure 600 or 800 tons of popper Ijcfoichand to be m readiness at 
the leppectiA'e places on the coast of India or at Sumt that 3 'ou phall 
judge most certain and expedient to answer our end. For the pi ice 
Avhereof Ave do not limit you, becaupc aa'c find it indispeupablj'- neccs- 
sarj' to our affairp to haA'e about that quantity and we depend upon 
your integiity to get it as cheap as j'ou can ® 

Court’s letter to Suiat, 7th April 1684 : To procuio gieat quantity 
of pepiier you maj' (if j'ou think fit) settle a cheap factor}'- at Billiajia- 
tam and make a firm and lasting agreement with the Queen of Alcheon 
near Puicat AA'ho made us a fair offer formerly.* 

Court’s letter to Surat, 2iid Julj* 1684 ; We Avould hai'c j'ou by all 
means to procure some of the pepper plants fiom Mangalor, and not 
only to pend them to St. Helena as aa'c formerly oideied, but Iikcwibo 
to make a small plantation of them in some proper place upon Bombay 
Aihcio it cannot be otlienvipc, but j-ou may iiqaa' have labour A'cry cheap, 
BO many poor families liaA’iug been foiced to retii'c thither by the Avars 
between Sambhaji and the Portuguese. But avc had much lather j'ou 
should let out some of the Company’s laud at lialA'cs or in such pro- 
portion as 3 'oucan that AA’ay, to be cmploj'cdin planting of pepper, -than 
attempt to do it by daj's-men, Avluch at luic aauU never Avork for the 
Comptinj' so aa’cII as thej'- aviU for themselves. The unlet land avo haA'e 
fit for anj' such purpose avc supiiope, must lie either part of our droAvned 
lands or of tliat Avood-land upon Malabar point — both of Avliich avc 
AA'ould haA'e j'ou to consider aa’oII and how to improve it to our most 
adA'antage. Tlus time of such numerous icsort of poor stiangers to our 
pi-otection and island is most likely and cheapest to make a piogrcss in 
the afoiesaid improvement.' 

Court of Diicctois’ letter, paragnapli 44, 20 th April 1708' Kaiwar 
pepper IS the best sort and therefoie we Avould not desert that place, 
because avo aic as^uicd it is capable of supplj'ing 1000 to 2000 
. Ihnndh 3 ’earlj', if supplied with stock j Anjengo has cost a great deal 
I of money in buildings, and we Ai'ill not Avillinglj' lose all by deserting 
Sit ; but then j'ou must take care it proA'c AA’orth the keejiing, b}' mnlring 
proper iuA'e&tments there.® 


> S 1 n. 1 l r-ict. Out LB 2 of 1G76-76, 88. 

= Snr.it Fact. Diary 617 of 1734-35, 17, 

* Fnb Dop. Cnnit'B Letters Vol 1 of 1681- 1686, 10 

* Tub. Dop. Court’s Lcttcis Vol. 1 of 1681-1683, 80. 
. » Pub. Dop. Coiut’s Letlerb Vol. 1 of 1681-1685, 93. 

® Comp. Of fclaiMlmg Ord Vol. 1 o£ 1715-1721, 87. - 
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Coui I of Dii colors’ Idler, painfyrapli <13, 2l6l Tcliiiiary 1717; M’c 
lold jou by the last yc.u’s tluppmg, our objeclions to the buj-iiiff 
peppoi at Suiat 01 Boml>ay ;it the uoi-^t liand, uben uo iniybt h.aic il 
so much chc-ipcr at out own tcttlcmunts down the coast In the 
afoicsnid Diaiy, iioh’co is taken that uc luiyht ha\o laige quantities 
moio than tho loiinapeue tend would t.akc in, if they ncic constantly 
and fully supplied, and chcapci if they liad the tuiqihcs eaily j that tho 
Anjungo pepper is to bo had cheapest, and Caheut nest ^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, IGth October 172-1 : Tlic Sunda 
Riija has piohibitcd the telling of i)cppei to the people of tho f.iebiiy 
at Kaiw.ii hcc.uiEO of tlicciil in>-iniiations of Vcnkiji Sinay"hoi.? 
too much cicdited by the (hief, ulueh may ocr . 1 . dhiuite'- and a 
bicaeh of ancient fnend*-hip between the Cr.ini-anv and the itoja to the 
gicat dctiinicnt of llio commeicc. And the Hoj.i has oideicd tli.at the 
price «-hall bo fettled at Bomba}' and the pcppei deluen’d at K.iiw.ii 
to such as youi Honour (Boinbi} Goienioi) ^hall ajipoint to iccciso it ® 

Bomliay Goieinmcnt Consultation, ITtli ^fay 172S: In the Icttoi 
to tho Chief and faclois at Smut, we .aUo .added a p.imgi.aph to leiiiiiid 
them oConi foimci oideib foi collecting a diit} of IK. 3 per khaiuh on 
all pcppci belonging to the Engli'-h landed thcic fiom the toast, tliat 
cannot pioducc a ceitilieatc of its Iming befoie paid il .it tbc cx 2 )ort 
from the pepiici fcttlomcnts 

Bombay Goicnimont Consultatioii, Clid August 1731 : tVe ajipiovo 
of tbc contracts the Chief and factoid .at Tclhthcirv liavc nvade foi tho 
quantity of the pciipoi diiccled, mimcly 1000 hhandis .at IK. 0.5 
which they say was .ahe.idv in waithoii'-c and 800 Utanths mnjo at 
Bs. 61^ and to he icady ni Ottoliei,* 

Bombay Goicnimcnt Consultation, 17th Septemher 17.31 : I’hc 
Chief and tictois at Tcllichciiy in-inu.itc to ns then appichensions that 
the Dutch will let slip no oppoihimtv to cd jios^csMon of the island 
of Dhauii,apat.an (three miles noith of Tellieheii}).and Ih.ilif we do not 
impioic the piC'Cnl disposition of the riiiico to’dclnei it ovei to 0111 
Ilononiablc ^Insteis, we aie nol to expect hcicaflei tho like oci-.a^ion. 
Slioiikl it be dc]i\cicil OTOi to the ^Inois the Dutch inio'ht itinVe n 
much casioi conquest of the s.aid isl.-md than whde in the ])o“set.si(ni of 
the piuice Ovu gentlemen aie likewise of oimiion Dial thomdi tho 
Moors may highly ici-ent the dehvciy of il oacr to us, yet they will not. 
attomjit to gne ns any molestation when once we are in jiosscssion of 
d, Iiccanso we have it still lu our power to make icims.ils on.then 
trading ships which aie piotly numeioiis. '[’o pievont the Dutch' 
island we condcscendctl last yc.ai to lend the Piince 
80,01)0 l<.anams and to prosonl him with 20,000 moic, and to keep him 

IfntV obhgcdatlimosto m.ake an additional lo.m of 

® appiehend th.il should we not 

take tho necessaiy caie to proiamt the said island of Dhaim-ipalan 


•Comp n{ SUiulm; Ord Vol. 1 of 1717- 17 '>L so 
- I’ul,. Diati 2 of 1721. 1.70. ’ ^ oEJJst . 00 , 1 , 

* Pub Bmr> 1 „r 1731, 07 .?!^; 
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fiilling either into the hands of the Moors or Dutch, the loans hitherto 
male would he in great danger of being lost and the settlement of 
Tellicheny not only gieatly sticightened but icndercd of little use or 
signitication to our Ilononiablo Employers. It is therefoie to be con- 
sidcicd what methods we are to puisne in so ciitieal a conjimctino. 
D_uly pondeiing the foienieutioncd considerations, it is lesolved that 
ue direct our gentlemen at Tellicheny to clo'-e with the Piince for 
dcliveiing over to them in behalf of onr Honourable Masters the 
cntiie bovoieignty of the said island of Dharmapatau with all the lights 
and icvenaes thereunto belonging, upon the bust terms they possibly 
can bv ]iaying him down sueli a sum as purchase money as they shall 
be informed by him will bo most acceptable.^ 

Couit of Diiectors"’ letter, paiagiapli 102, dated 7th Match 1733 : 
Pepper is an article ivlucli of late yeais has tinned to a veiy good 
account j and the tonnage now consigned you being moi c than usual, 
the pioper mcasiucs must be taken to piovide a siiflicicnt quantity 
Iwforchand to fill up the ships. In ordei theicto our sevcial facto- 
lico upon the coast must be plentifully supidied inlli Cash to command 
the market, and that our servants oi otlicis may not siqiplant us, all 
‘ undei our piotectioii must be piolubitcd puiehasing any pepper at tboso 
settlements till the Company has suQicicnt for their tonnage in the 
ciirroiityeai. "We furtliei iccomincnditto youi consideration, whether 
it will not be proper that all the pepper should be sent up to Bombay 
fiom tlio^c settlements, to be ready in your wavebonses to put on board 
our ships.® 

Court of DirectorsMotter, paras 53-55, 5th Maich 173i: Repe- 
tition of the foiegoing order conceniing pepper, and in case Tellicherry 
falls in the supplies demanded, to have lecouisc to Ouor Kitiwjtr and 
other places upon the coast if a double stock of pepper can be sccuicd 
at modeiate puces, when we have money to spaic, it will be an accept- 
able lucce of service, and answer very valuable pm’poses.^ 

Couit of DircctoisMettci, paras 35 and 66, loth Mnicli 1731': A 
repetition of former orders to secure pepper suflicient for their demands, 
and not suller the country ships to forestall them or any difiicultics be 
put m tlicir way by the sale of pepper to our China ships. Confirm- 
ation of the duty of Rs. 3 per Icli.nidi on pepper expoited from the 
coa^t.* 

Bombay Govoinmcnt Consultation, litli Eebruary 1735: Letter of 
17tli January 1735 from the Chief and factois at Tellicherry, advises that 
they had advanced the Ohitty Rs. 16,000 and 1000 giibbcis (gold ducats 
or sequins) for pepper, who had piomiscd to deliver them 500 Uuuidis of 
the new crop by the lUtb Febiuaiy. This with what they had in warehouse 
they think would be sufRcicnt for filling up the ships this season.® 

Court of Diicctois^ letter, paras 23 and 53, lltli Maieli 1735 : Con- 
tinuation of ordcis for securing a double stock of iieppcr whenever 


> Pub. Diary 1 or 1731, 119-120. 

’ Comp o£ fctanilmg Ord. Vol. 1 o£ 1715-1721, 07 -98. 
"Comp of Stanilmg Old Vol 1 ot 1715-1721, 98-99. 

* Comp, of ^landing Ord Vol. 1 of 1715-1721, 98,157. 
*Pab. Diaiy 8 of 1731 3.5, 09. 
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Trade 


Importaneo of 
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practicable This paia lepeats and iccommciid'? the tccviimg all the 
pepper possible and dueetc to suffer none to lie apinopiialed to piivato 


uses ‘ 


Bombay Government Consullationj 17tli September 1733 The 
Tollicheiiy advices of 18th Apiil and 16th iTunc being now taken into 
consideiation, and iccomee lieing had to their scvcial Ictteis whcicin 
they make mention of the I'-land Bharmapatan, the conveniences and 
inconveniences that teem most likely to attend our rcmovin« fiom 
Tclhcheiry tlutlicr, gatheicd fiom the said advices, aicas follow= : Tliat 
by its situation in the centic of the pepper coiintiy at the cntiancc of 
the iivei Tientapatam and Kodoli leading to Ivolata and Bcn£>al, fiom 
whence the peppei is nsnally biought, the piocuiing that commodity 
may lie icndeicd moie scenic than in any othoi place theiealvnils It 
has an influence also on Bandataiia Ijmg to the noithwaid which 
supplies so laigc a qnantitv of pcppei that thev aie made to 
believe tliat though the Dutch wcic in pos.>«c^bion of Kadalai it w ould 
not be in then powei to depiiic us of any gieat pait of the pcjipcr 
produced in those countiies Oui tcttling theie luciciits the Dutch 
Ficnch and otheis getting a footing, and its ncanic'-s to Kolata's comitiy 
will awe and induce lum to keep fair w'lth us at all tunes and picvcnl 
Uio stop he is ficipiently inclined to put to our tiade and even to im- 
pose new' duties on it As an islaud it may he iiioic casilv defended, 
piovo a means of seeming the Company a moio eeitain footing in the 
eountiy, and be attended at all timci, wnth loss ineonvemchce than 
Tcllichoii V Tinien it w’as in the most llouu-hmg state under the Mom s 
Dhaimapatan w'as mkI tohavc jncldeil sis.ty Ihous-and fanams aycai , and 
admitting the Kitnaiis withdiawn, it becomes the Compani'^s immediate 
piopcity and the lands with iinic and pains will admit of gicat 
impiovenients and it is not to be doubted hut in twelve ycais it will 
affoid a levennc of full twelve thouband lupccs pei 'annum fiom 
the cocoanut ticcs, paddy gioimds, and salt pans We must gi\c Ihc 
Chief and factois at Tcllichciiy a caution to scenic Dhaimaj)!itan 
in the best mannei they can against the attom]its of any enemy 
whates or, lest by delating so to do, the Picucli (m ease of a W'i 
bicakmg out) or tlio Kanaiic t-hoiild attack them bcfoie thev aic 
incjiaicd against then attempts. Tlic loss of the island in such .i inaniicr 
w'ould icndei oui othei settlements upon the coast ciiluely uselcs-. and 
wo bliould be depiivcd of the means of sending lionie even a simde ship 
.with a loading likely to turn to any advantage As to the K.Inans wo 
must icpeat wdiat we w'lotc in oui Icttei of the litli October last that 
our gieatest feai is still couceining the opposition our gentlemen may 
meet with fiom them. It appeals to us that the Kauai is w'onldneiei 
carrj on their wais against the Malabais at the gieat expense it must 
put them to, but with a design of secuimg to tliorasclves the pepper 
trade of that country foi which w'c appidiend no place tlioicabouls is 
so piopci as Dharmapatan. We need only lemind- the gentlemen of 
IheKanaiis ticalment of the Poitngaese last year at Mangaloi to 
pievont any the like disaster befalling them winch would tend to oni 
ctomal disgrace,' the loss of all wo have hitheito laid out, and. all 


' Cjmp of Standing Oui Vol 1 of 1715 . 17 a, 00. 
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pretensions, to a quiet and advautagcous situation on this coa*?! and that 
of the popper trade in general.^ 

Eomhay Government Consultation, ]7tli December 1735, ontheTolli- 
clierry Chief and factors'* letter of iTtli November 1735 : Tlie Company 
traded largelj- in jicpper and caidamoms got through their factory at 
Tellicheriy. 550 /i hondisoi peppci iverc sent by them in November and 
they expected some time aftci that to have in their warehouse 2351 
Jehandis and 8 m«ii).i of more pepper 'they add, the new cioii ino- 
mising well, they hope to procuic suflicicnt foi the Richmond and the 
ships going home in 1736-37 lor which they desiio to be pioperly 
supplied, lliey will procure the cardamoms ordered on the best teims 
they can for which they have advanced 501 Venetians.” 

Couit of Diieutois^ letter, para 12, 121h December 1733 : This para 
carnestlj' recommends the laying m a double stoelc of pepper the first 
favoiuable opportunit}' (see the 55th jiaragitipli per i»cf7r6oio'o;/i)."' 

Bombay Govenimciit Consultation, 13tli Januar}* 1736 : "We arc very 
EOiry to lind by the Tcllieheiry letter of 12th December that the report 
we had heard of the Kiinaiis* intention of pending a powerful aimy to 
the Alalabar countiy with desu'C to wrest from us the island Dliarma- 
patau, is now conliimed. As we arc fully pcisuadcd that oiu being 
deprived of that island will be attended with the loss of the pepper 
trade, we think it our duty to resolve upon taking tlie most circctual 
measures to prevent it. Though we do not pretend to bo competent 
judges whether the poppei trade be worth piesoiving at the expense 
wcinustnccessaiilyputom Honouiable Masters to (but must leave that 
to bo determined by them), yet should it be .so and we suffer it to be 
lost without applying our endeavours to jii event it, we must certainly 
incur a very severe censuic. On the other hand, we aie of opinion 
that should our Honouiable M.i&ter& not think the secuiiug the pepper 
trade and foi hfying Dhai mapataii to bo necessary, some of our i'iv.als in 
trade would be glad to take it off our hands, were it to cost moic than 
it is likely to do Our garrison is so bare and our picscut occasions 
both for our vcspcls and military men so pressing that we can .send 
them no cl her foice than four or five galivats with the propci detach- 
ment of sepoys We must tlieiefore wiitc to Madias (as it is now 
agicod to do) requesting the Piesideut and Council to send mth all cx- 
pedihon to Tellicherry what foicc they can possibly spaie by one of the 
Honouiable Company’s vessels or else to freight ouc for that purpose. 
It IS likewiFC agreed to diicct the gentlemen at Anjengo to sujiply 
them with ivhat men they can list or be able to spare from their 
gauison if the country round them bo quiet'.* 

Bombay Government Consultation, 28th January 1736 : Should the 
K.unaiis.give our gentlemen at Tellicherry feetory any molestation, it is 
agreed to give the gentlemen peimis.sion to employ the vessels in pre- 
venting then aimy getting provisions or in oUierwise annoying them, 
nhich when they find in our power, wo behove they will not attempt 
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to impcJc US ill our tlc^igns. Coii'-idL'iing lliat tho Kiinaiis and 
li'icnoli aic detoumiied i£ posMblc to got iios'=e''‘-ion of tlio i^laud 
Dliaimapataii, iihictiat jiic-ent !■< not in a conililioi^ to Iw dofended 
ng.iui'-t tlio attempts that may be niadoj ivo judge it ab‘-obitoly nooe— 
sary to sot about socuinig* it by lai'-ing a stiong foi t llieicoii as* 
ppredily a-' iin^qlde As Mi. Aicbibald OiinjibeU. oui clcil: o£ the 
iioili-? has taliun.au exact Fill voy o£ the i=land and is pci£uclly acijuaint- 
cd Mitli the situation tlioieofj we think liini the ])U)pci poison to gnu 
dneutioiiB in iihat mannei to foitify it whicli ivc must le.ii 0 to his 
jndgniunt. It is agiccd to give diiections to this puipoiL in our 
next Icttei to Tollu’heriyj and as wo liavo icason to apjacheiid that a 
11.11 m.iy shoitly be di'claied between England and rr-ince, wc doiibt 
not but in such c.ise the Ficnuh would openly att.ick ns on tint island 
and .it pic«cnt wc aic not m a condition to withstand thorn. But hy 
beginning the woiks now we hope they will ho in such £oiwai Jncss 
that MO inaj’boahle to defend om so lies ag.iinst tlie attempts tboFicneh 
or others may make, iihich is a eonsidoiation that in oiu opinion icndcis 
it ab'oliitely ncees. 5 Aiy that the works he set about as soon as possible. 
AVhen the Dhiiraapatin M’orks aie Umshel and 'IVlbcbciii tin own uji, 
we doubt not but oui exp.mses will be less and oiu fooling in that countiy 
as well as the command o£ thepoppoi ti-ndc be much moic fcccuie than at 
piesont ^ 

Bombay Govcinmcnt Consultation, 13th Fclmiaiy 173'i • IMi. Camp- 
bell, our eleil: ol the ivorks, has aecoidmg to the Fiu>-ideut’s diicctious, 
drawn a plan o£ a squaie £oit o£ ninety j'aids cm lam lobe hmlt for 
the scuiiity of L)h.iiraapat.an 'I’lns ol'ilself (admitting it com]>lctoiv 
bnilt accoiding to lule) excluFiic of all .othci nccess.-ny Innldmgs, ivill 
amount to no less than Its. 9,50,000. Wc cannot think of setting 
about this Moik if iipon'cxamin.ition it shall appeal likely to co«t near 
half that sum Ilowevei it is diiccted that the said plan and t.ilciilatc 
be sent to Telhchmy , and that m'o nGqiitTint tlie 'gentlemen that m e 
think the foil pioposed is not only loo large and the M-.all too higli .and 
too thick hut that it must take up several yeais in building Tliat m’c 
aic infoimecl that the hill Pavamhii, Mdicicon it is pioposed to ho built, 
IS a solid soft lock and if .so Me do not appieheiid it M’lll he iieecssaiy 
to sink a fomidation oi foi the avail to be built so main' feet high as 
is computed, because of the side of the hill 1h.at is cut .aaa.av mil seia'C 
for the facing of the ditch andthcM’.all be laiscd upon' that' Till 
aa-e know Mhuthor tlie lull Paiamhii be a loek or only loo=o eailh, a\-o 
cannot fiame any judgment of tho height the avails of the intended 
fort ought to bo .and conpciiuontly not of the" expense. Therefoic 
ave must lecommeiid to the gentlemen to aiew the said lull and make 
an expeument aahetlicr it be lock or loose caiUi , that they also gia-e ns 
their opinion of the size of the woik nccessaiy and nuke a calcoLitc of 
the expense and let ns knoav whether a fort r.nscd on' tjiis hill'avill 

effectually secure the ishTOd and the pepper liadc, till avhen avc must 

yet defer coming to a Imal deteinuiiation ■ 

Bombay Goa'cmment Consultation, 16th Pebni.aTV 3736 'The 
Pie&idcnt acquaints the Board that since our last* Consultation he ha4 
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directed Mr. Campbell to di-aAT oiit .anolliev plan of a fort for Dhaima- 
patan isjaiid of onh seventy yards curtain, the wall twenty feet 
high fiom the bgftoin of the ditch, the ditch to be sixty feet broad and 
ten feel deep, ihc cxpcu'-c of winch Mr. Campbell computes may 
amount to about 11s. 3,38,000 j but should the lull prove a solid lock 
(as it is supposed to there will net be eccasien te ley tbe feondatrou. 
of the wall below the bottom of the ditcli as is allowed for m the 
calculate, and a gicat pait of tbe expense will bo saved Dncctcd 
that this Ilian and ealc'ul.ite be sent to Tellichcny ; and tliai we aciiunmt 
the gentlemen that though tins is moie agiceablc to n-! than the 
other, we shall not permit them to set about it till we knoiv their 
opinion, and arc well assured of its being capable to sccuie the island 
and theieby a sufficient shave of the pepper tiade.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation of 12lli October 1730 : AVc 
cannot consent to the Tellicberry factors’ raising a small fortification 
at tbe inland exiicniitj' of Dbarniapalan island, as we aie of 
opinion that thou harmig so many small works at a distance fiom each 
other, veiy much weakens their gairisoii. As to the pimcipal fort 
pioposcd to be built on Pavambn hill, we have not the least thoughts 
of setting about such a woik, as onr Ilononiablc blasters have forbidden 
onr raising any expensive foitificatioiis at Dharniapaian, and told us 
they can ncvci consent to the tin owing up Tolhcheiry after the largo 
suras that have been laid out thoic. Though the raaiiitaniing 
possession of so many ioitifications as we now hold upon that island 
creates a very gioat eliaigo, yet, as we have laid before onr Honourable 
Masters tbe edvoutages or lueowvewienees bkely to weerue to tbeir 
affairs- by keeping *:oi lelinquisliing the island, we aic umvilling to 
throw up any of tire places rve now hold thereon till wc icccivc their 
final diicctions which wc expect by the next ships * 

Court of Diiectors’ letter, paia 29, 22nd December 1736 • This 
para pic'-scs a comiiliancc uith the several paiagrajihs aforegoing in 
Iheii letter for the purcha=o of pcppei.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 9tli May 1737 : The TelU- 
cheriy Chief and factois had coutiacted for 2U13 khmuhs and 3 
quaiteiB of popper of the new crop of uhith 557 Uiamhf and 3 
quaiters are outstanding. They gi-eatly fear they shall not exceed 2500 
klmytiUa, the piicu being advanced to Bs. 78 (thc'/.//nj7rb'} ; and they arc 
assured the ChiUy must suffer considerably by w'hat lie has engaged 
for, nor can be comply ivilh his bargain without gicat difficulty. They 
have laden on our ciuizers 277^ k/iandis* 

Court of Dureetors^ letter, paxa 28, 7th October 1737 : Tliis para 
enjoins the utmost endeavours to be used for seeming a sufficiency of 
pepper,® . 

Court o£ Directors’ letter, para 40, 2nd April 1740: When 
Tellichcny and Anjeiigo fall short of the quantity of pepper requisite 
‘ fqr the Company’s service, they would have their money dispeised on 
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oClicr part<? o£ the coast, and iccoQuncnd the sending a covenant 
servant to Onoi.^ 

Tian'.lateorihc hiiig of Tiavancor’s letlei to the Pi' ' I'enl, dated llic 
'uSidOctohei 17‘lland leceivedatBombaytheSthJannaiy 17‘1'2: I’lie 
agi cement I am di-poscdto make nitli the Ilonoiiiahlc Coiniiany 
consist m thefinmshing them nith all the pcppei and cloth pi odiiccd in 
my teiiitoiies including those in Pentallv,sa\in‘fonl 3 ' such a quantity- of 
each as shall bo required £oi the use ot my subjects. The puce bctiveoii 
us shall bo settled on modeiate conditions. As the Dutch have 
without just cause cnteied my eountiy m a u ailikc miinner, the Honour- 
able Company shall, in consetiuence of the above advant.iges, undeitake 
to mediate a peace On peace being concluded, I w ill eng.igc to deliver 

the pejiper as hcietofoie to the Compan}-- at Quilon Cainapalla and 
Caitig.\palla. Should the Dutch icfusc to fix a pc.ico th 'ii it mil bo suffi- 
cient that the Company puisne the pi opei means foi Inndeiing the Dutch 
fiom violating the tranquillity of any of the piecitcd places gianted to 
them (the Corap.any) as then solo piivilcgo. The price for the pepper to bo 
delivoied to the Ilonouiable Company, shall be conformable to the curiciit 
rate of the countij' But I am to desire and evj’eet the Company mil 
funiish me with some guns, small aims, mortals, gunpondci and other 
kind of ammunition u anted, and to be .at the value tlioj- were bought 
for. The customs and annual pie'cnt sliall contmuc as hcietofoie; 
but as the Dutch have blocked up my ports and give then protection 
for the fice nangation of ves'-els appertaining to powers m enmity 
mth me, and also do violate the authontyof ISnnh'.li jiasepoits, these 
points must be settled between ns. 1 he Honouiinilc Compauj' aic to 
protect the peppei mth then flag Pi ended the inecited proposals 
arc accepted I engage to furnish them mth above oOOO i/iaiidis of 
pcppei (meaning it is supposed annually, though this is not expiessedl 
And as the Dutch may prove tioublcbomc, it mil be ucccsoaiy that 
foits ho elected at Quilon, Qiuletch, Teivanda Edilava, as aho in 
Pentally nlicie rcijuisite. The=e foits must bo provided mth the 
lequisites foi defence, and bear the Englith flag. Pionded the ' 
English Company will not pay the expense of tlie forts, Imllundcit.akc 
the same myself they atfoidmg, however, a competent gaiiisoii to each 
with all requisite appuitenances, and the expense attemling the so doing 
I mil discharge. Should not the English agree to these, and my 
enemies do continue to distiess mo, I shall be compelled to seek asystr- 
ance from some other European power tliough I should much lather 
prefer the English to uhomsoever. The guns to bo .applied foi the 
foits 1 mil safasfy the cost of.® 

Many of the places mentioned rn this letter being subj'cet to the ' 
Dutch and granted to them, the Board did not think it u-^cful to 
enter into any discussion of the matter, but referred the letter to thn 
Chief and factors at Anjengo.® • 

Court of Dueolors' letter dated 11th March 1742, paras 45-47- 
Our President Mr. Wake, dur-ing his residence at Tclheheiry, did " 


1 Comp of Standing Ord. Vol. 1 of 1715 - 1721, 70 
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us eminent service m securing annually large qiianlitics of popper 
by making purcliascs at all the adiacenfc ]>lace? ^\^thont limiting the 
price; ivlucli x^'niod his succcssoi mil do well to continue, gnavding . 
in the most inudent manner against enhancing the maikcls. Hero ive 
judge it projicr to mention that it has been hinted to us, a thousand 
/Jnniilis 01 more of pepper may* bo ])roeurcd ycarlv at Onor, bv a 
covenant servant or two lesidiug on the spot attended only mth a 
'few iicons. Thcieb}’ an advantageous commeiec and lutcrcourfec may 
also he maintained with the neiglibouiing tciiitories. This alfair wo 
oiler to your consideration, expecting that our wclfaic will be piomoted 
b}' sending a very tiusty servant, if the prospect affoids any eneouiage- 
ment, whose conduct if satisfactory to ns shall not fail of being suit- 
ably rewarded.^ 

Court of Direct orsMotlcr dated ISth March 1740, paras 40- -IS : 
Ilanng good reason to think the Kicneli mil be very bare of 
money this season in the several parts of India, our Chief and Council 
of Tollicherry may thereby secure a larger proportion of pepper for us 
in the country round about them. We obseiwc with satisfaction that 
previous to the receipt of our orders upon that head last season, a couple of 
covenant SCI vants were sent to Onor, who having pui chased some pepper 
in those parts, we hope a further progress has been made on thou growing 
raoie convcisant with the customs and manners of the people. As Onor 
has not been visited for many years by any of our servants upon our 
.account some difliculties might probably at liist occur. But by a 
residence managed with prudoneo, the difTiculties would dailj' lessen, and 
lieaity vigorous measures being exerted wc doubt not they were crowned 
•« ith success by increasing the quantity next season. As pepper answois 
very well, you must have recourse to other parts of the coast for securing 
all the pepper possible at reasonable prices, you banng a {lowing cash 
to command the market." 

Court of Diiectois^ letter dated 30th March 17 ll, para 51: 
Wc t.ike duo notice of oiir Chief and Coniicirs good services at 
Aujciigo ill sending us 1300 lihnnchs of pepper and upwards the last 
season, hemg a much larger quantity than usual. Wc persuade our- 
selves that !RIr. Bouichior and tlio new Council will tread in the same 
steps hy malang considciahlc investments for us in this important 
article.® 

Court of Directors’ letter dated 10th January 1715, para 11 : Wo 
should not have you purchase for us moic than 2000 hhandis of 
pepper unress to he had at lls. 70 a Tchandi at which piicc go on 
purchasing what you can.* 

Court of Diiectors’ letter dated 7th May 17'16, para 25, du'ccts to 
procure all the pepper possible if at Rs. 70 the hhaniUJ‘ 
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Coint o£ Diicctois’ letter tlatcd 7th May 17‘16: Tlio best meant, 
tve appiehoutl to prevent the detention o£ sfiipping and to lower the 
picsentcxtiavagantpneeor pcppoi, will be to haiQron all times a 
' coiisidoiable slock on hand Wo thcicfoic cavncstly*^econimcnd it.^o 
you to take evciy oppoitunity of pmclmsing or causing to be purchased 
such quantities wheicvcr it e.i.n be had, so as that you may always 
have at Bombay and at the scicial settlements a stock of at least 
twelve hundicd tons by you aftci the despatch of the ships j and we 
think the piincipal magazine should be at Bombay. Wo ••liall leave it 
to yoiu diEciction to pnrcliase moic or less, according to the prices 
pepper sliall be at.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 5th February 1743 : Though .at 
present none of oui latter shipping arc anived, ennsidenng how 
acceptable it may bo weic wo able to despatch .i ship directly from 
hence to England, and as the 191 tons of pepper Intel v leceivcd fiom 
Telhcheiiy is not sufficient, also seeing that Captain Fiuncis W.almsley 
of ship Au<iuRta belonging to Bengal is willing in behalf of liis owncis 
to let her out to the llonouiablc Compiiny foi a voyage to Telhcheiiy 
and back again to tins port at the very icaeonable into of Bs 7000 
for 1000 Tellicheiiy lhamfjs of pepper, it is .agiccclthat the «^amo 
bo acceplcfl ; and tliat an obligaliou l>o aecoidmgly di'a\vn out to Le 
bigncd by captam on the ouc paib and the Sccicta\y on tlio 

oilici lu bcluli 01 tho llouourablo Coinpauj 

Conit of Dircctoib' Icttei dated 7th Match 1719 paiagiapli .15; 

Art TiTKl Inar. mtis « 4 ' A .1 i . ® ^ 



tity at the cxtiavagmit price of Rs. 80 the Uiamli. As fmthw bv 
the last advices oni affaire there appear to be in a piocanoiis situation, 
W to considci of the state of that scltlemcnfc, and from 

tnno to tune give sneli oideis .and instiuctions to the Chief and Council 
.IS yon shall judge the nature and ciicumstances may leqiiiio “ 

Court of Diiectois^ Icttci dated 6th Sraich 3750 paia^aiihs 56 
and o7 : IIow the lioneh and Dutch find then- account in givino such 
estia\apnt puces for pcppci we cannot conceive, and es it la feison- 
able to believe they will, befoie this loaches you, liavo seen theii cnor 
0111 seivaiits at tho sulioidinate factones will nnt ™ % i ' 

d« (0 grt « wl. .. .nil 

cannot be had at Anjengo but by Fiipplnng the King ivith wailil-e 
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‘Tclliclierry acted veiy right in not contracting for it. But they must 
he diiectcd to make the earliest inquiry what quantity of tliis article 
may he iirooiiiahle to the feouthward the ensuing season^ whcie we 
hope it may he iiurcha&cd at a much more modeiato rate, as at the*'*^ 
ahovemcntioncd puce it caniibt answer at any market in India, nor n e 
helieve in Em ope, except on such emergency as the despatch of a slup 
lather than hear tlie expense of her abroad, which it may he supposed 
was the case of the French the past season. As tlie Clnef and faetois 
have the Honomahlo Company’s orders for their guidance in puichas- 
iug pepper, no farther directions are necessary to be given them on 
this head. Resolved also tliat we in due time send a proper perton to 
ICsiiwAr, Onoi, and otlicr Malahir ports to make inquiry if any and what 
quantity of pepper may he procuinble at those places the next season.^ 

Bomba}'' Govci-nment Consultation, 13th April 1752 : IVc aic sorry 
to observe that according to the advices of the Chief and factors at 
Tcllichcrry there is not any probability of accommodating their 
troubles by pacific measures, and that they depend upon our sending 
them at least 500 men before the rams. Upon looking over the shite 
of oui militaiy and sepoys on this island of Bombay, we find that 
wo cannot possibly send more than 70 soldiers and 130 sepoys -unthout 
depiiving ourselves of the means of safety and defence, or making the 
Island a temptation to any one tliat should bo inclined to invade it. 
Though theie is no apparent present danger, wo know the nature 
of these people too well to throw such a temptation in their way, as no 
ailicles nor obligations ai'c binding 'vrith them when an appearance of 
gain offers itself. It is therefore icsolvcd tliat that number piocced on 
the Prince Ocot ge, and that wo likeivise ship on board two Idkhs of nipces 
which, including their balance of 1,59,000, we judge will be sufficient 
for defraying their expenses and advancing on account of pepper.- 

Bombay Govemment Consultation, 24th June 1755 ; Letter from 
Captain Jacques Do Funck icpicsenting tliat he sent home all liis fair 
diaughU of DhaiTuapatan on the Prince Henry ; and has ever since 
been employed on a survey of Bombay and its toitifications, which is 
near finished but shall immediately set about a fair- jilan of Darmapa- 
taii, though he cannot lay, it before us in loss than a month or six 
weeks. Diicclcd that he attend with the foul one at our next meeting 
■fo prevent so great a loss of time, and as we imagine, that will 
sullieiently describe il.’ 

Coui't of Diieetois’ letter dated 23id November 1759, paragraph 
22, diiects that m future no sliips be sent to be filled -with pepper 
at the west coast as the Court intend sendmg all fauiplus pepper from 
Malabii to Cliina.* 

Court of-Dircctors’ letter dated 22nd ]\Iaich 1765 paragraph 173 r 
As the pepper for some ycais past lias been sent fiom the west coast 
of Suraatra to China, and om only dependence has been upon you for 
pioiuding this article, we aic soiry to observe yon have failed in send- 
ing such .a supply as this maikct annually requires and in particular 

' Pub Diary 2.5 of 1750, 1S5. = Pnb Diaiy 25 of 1752, 127 - 128. 
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tlio Speaker, the only s-hip wluch aiiived flora your ade of India this 
season, hi ought us. hut 308 ton?, a quantity greatly inadcqnte to the 
demand heie and iiliatwchad ie.isons to espeet ICotivithsLmding • 
theiefoie anything mentioned in tliib Icttci nilh icfcpect to the dis- 
position of our hhips, 3 on aie hcicbj poativelj' diicctcd to eseit j'oui 
utmost endeavouis to send ns annually GOO tons of peppci at the least, 
dinded cqnallv upon two ‘hips and a? ranch moie as the said tno 
ships can tahe in consistently uitli the lest of then caigocs ^ 

Conit of Dncttoi!.^ letter dated 12th Septemher 17G6 paiagiapli 
10 A? pepper is in gicat demand at this mailcct, j'oii aie to pioude as 
laige a quantitj- as mil he sufficient foi the sevoi.il ships to he dcsrpatch- 
od flora j'oiu Mde of India, and that is to he done ewen hy giving evcij’ 
ship as lai go a smplus tonnage at the low fi eight as can he conve- 
nicntlj' taken in.- 

Court of Bncctors' letter dated IStli Jlarch 17G8 paiagiaph 75 : 
It IS with mueli cunccin we ohaene that the coiiqucsta made hj' Haidar 
All Kli.inonlhe ilalahii Coast, icem to have prejudiced oui inve-lmcnt 
of peppci in a veiy lomaikahle maiinci Foi though hefoie his depai- 
luie to the Kanialak he seemed to keep up an outwaid appeataiice of 
filend'-hip, j'et since his aiiival Iheie, eiiciimstancos mu^t have hecn 
gieatlj' changed nhith we at picsent aie not acquainted nith Upon 
the n hole we can only letommend to 3 'oii to use 3 'oni liost endeavouis 
to ])iocuic as much poppei as 3 'ou c.in. "We depend upon oni Piosidcnt 
and Council of Foi t St Geoigefoi gnnig 5 'on the piopei infoiination 
of what p.isses thcic with legaid to llaidai Kliiln which will be some 
diroet’on toi 3 'our pincceduig? '* 

Couit of Dncetois’ lellei d.ited -list Jilarch 17G9 paiagiaph 36 : 
As the giealost pait of ilalahir Coast, fioni whence the laigest inopoi- 
tion of oui peppei mveslment is eollected, is in one continued sceiie of 
tionble, n e jiositiveli' enjoin tliat j'ou eseit I'oui selves to the utmost m 
piocunng .is laigc a qnanbty of this ailiele at .-tjij'engo as possible, 
cspeciallj' as. it still continues- mueli in demand and nolds. a f»ood 
piofit* ‘ “ 


Court of Diiectors’ letter dated Gtli Apiil 1770 parao-iaph 21 - 
The di‘-sohition of the Ficnch Ru-t Indian Company will, v.e hope lessen 
the number and impoitance of 3 -oin competitois foi pepper "We theie- 
foic dc.siie j-ou will affonl sluct altentirra to icduce the puce and keen 
it as Ion as possible IVc aie pleased to find Iw lettci fioin Amonsro 
that peppci comes in fast and that the king of Tiavancor Las considei- 
ahly exceeded the quantity foi n Inch, he had contiacted ’ 


Bombay Goveinment Consultation, 2-3id Januaiv 1776 • Comes of 
the committee’s icpoit at Foil aiaillwio (m Snmalia) of the state of 
file peppei pl.ntilions mu^ he transmitted to tlw ecttlcinents at Onov 
Telheherii' and Anjengo mth ducctions to the gentlemen .at thc..e places 
to giio us the liest accounts they can obtain of the cultivation of peppei 


' Pul. J). p. Court’s L Vol 7 of J 71,7 - I7C? "o ^ 
. 5'P Pouit'h I. Vol Sot 17m, 1771, so 

• Pub IXp. Couit’e L. Vol e of lioO- 1771, l-Il, 
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on the IVIalabilr Coast, wlion we will comply with the Ilononfahle 
Company's commands on this head as £.ii* as we can by gi\'ing the 
gentlemen at Fort Marlboro such mfoimation as we maj’’ proem c and our 
omi knowledge can suggest.^ 

Coiu't's letter to Smat, 2Sth ^Vngust 1682 : For lubies eaiipliircs 
and other piecious stones wo shall allow yon the same commission as for 
diamonds, to be shared two-thirds for our President and one-third of the 
said commission for oui second upon the place at Sm-at. You must 
send us no emeralds except they be voi}' large and fine. Small emeralds 
are a commodity rather to be sent into India than to be bi ought from 
thence - 

Com t of Dheetors' letter, 4'th November 1719 paragraph 11: The 
manifest of diamonds to be sent in a distinct list from that of the piivalc 
trade, and must show the value of each bulce ^ 

Court of Directors' letter, 25th March 172J', paragiaph 76 : As 
effects aie sometimes sent out fiom hence to your side to purchase 
diamonds, we think fit to advise jou tliat we have wiitten to Foit 
St. Geoige this season to iircvcnt in future the ciafty managemeut of 
the tiadcrs therein and their coi respondents, which we have for some 
time suspected but of late moie fully diseovcjcd So far as the same 
oidcis happen to be necessary foi your notice we icquire you to init 
them in execution. "We found that scvcial who sent out mono}'- or 
coral for the pui chase of diamonds, have instead thcicof ajijihcd the 
same effects to trade in the country, and otlieis, wlien the diamonds 
were scarce or dear, paid tlic silver into our cash and remitted it Home 
b)'' bill on us. By this ariangcment they made a voyage at our 
cost -nuthout any iisk except of the bullion outwaids /because their 
silver being sold for pagodas, and those pagodas being paid into 
our cash' did not stand them in more than seven sliillings and tliico 
ponce to seven shillings and five ponce each, and wc paid for them by 
the bills diawnat nine shillings That we might cut off both these 
blanches of mischief wc hare altei cd the former dinughts of the bond. 
By Bie copies now sent you will see ive lijivc, we hope, pictty well 
guaidcd against any new attempts of the like kmcl by making it a 
pait of the condition that the diamonds to be piirehascd with silver scut 
out shall be laden on our shipping within eighteen months after its 
arrival, and in the interim the silver shall be cmjiloyed in tiadc or 
at inteiest. If coral or coial beads be sent out, the diamonds to be 
pill chased with their produce shall bo laden within twehe moiitlis after 
theii sale. Do you cause enquiry often to be made and let us Iniow. 
Ill future lye. expect our Picsidcut to take caie to see tliese and the 
other conditions of these new bonds duly and fully complied mth. 
■\Vc liavc told op Piesident of Fort St George that ne could not 
forbear complaining of his ill xotuins for our kindness in seeming to 
him two and a lialf- per cent commission on all consignments, in 
tliat he has not vouchsafed to send us yeaily accounts of what jiart of 
each wore retiimcd us, by what shijis, on whose account, and on 
what consignments, altiiough our general oidcrs weic positive for 
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Ecnflinp: Uic '=amo, -nml that we rxpcclotl there wouhl be no failiiri'^ 
oE this kind in any of oui Pro'-ident*-, >E they ev{>v.fL we ‘-hall ‘■eeiiie 
thcmthcii commi^'sion'’. We told him ne hid ji^nlv h'-t'S of dminoiid- 
scut, by whmn, and for nhom, but the«e do not t-how who-e ('ITt lIs 
produced them, or nhen ^ent out, anil whelJier tliey arc the full letuni^-, 
01 wlul jjait of the conMgnmcnt, and when sent ont M'hcrc.i': we 
Ehould know both and not take them only from the pnijim-toi = llow 
cite ran we with certainty know how to dehicrup the bond« to b' 
cancelled when demanded and liccaucc alirgi'd to Ije fully complied 
with * 


Bombay Government Diary, £7th Novemlwr 1721 : Jfanife't of 
diamonds laden on boird the BiiAc oC Cambridge, Captain Matthew 
Bookey, for Great Britain,® namely : 

Laden liy • 

1. Honoutalilc W-Plupp®, Erqnire, one hiilcc of dii* 
monds valued at U<- e09-3-G7 to he clilivcrcrl liy tlie 
Honourable Court ol Dircttors to Ahciu Muiiiliz of 
Loudon or Ilia aaaign, being luartLd and imiuKieJ. 
ns per inaigin ... 

2. Uoiioiirabic IV. FIiippi 1 biilcc of cluimniiils to be 
delivered by the Court of Director to C iptatii T. 
lioonouf Loiidun or liia -■u-'ign, value Bi fOb-O-fiG, 
being niartcil and numbci<.il as pi r margin ... 

3. Ilonoiirablo I’liipp-, E‘»iuiic, two buiccv of iln> 
moiid-., being in jiart of 10,000 ounce; of <.il\ er con- 
signed to him iioi ships the Jfnrrie and Cad, . to 
be delivered tlie Ilonourablc Court of Dirietors and 
by them to Sir. Isaac Franks, niertliant in Lourlnn.or 
Ins assigns, value R<> 43b2 2-20, being inarhed and 
numbered as per imrcm 

4 John Ifopc, L--miire, 1 bnicc of diamonds valued -it 
Its 10,000, to licdclivctvd by the Hnnounible Cunrt of 
Directors to the cvccutora of Captain Daniel Small, 

deceased, being luarkvd and iiuiubvicda!> per margin ICjOfiO 0 0 

Total ... 2l,.^is ' 1 C2 

licit —Tlie msr.inil rasrls arcl nuialiciv arc not arvil lUc, the recn-d lo m; in p'ae.i tem 

Couit of Dircctois’ lettei, lltli Jlarcli 1730, p.im MS: For 
the cncouiagcment of tlic diamond trade, wo have airiccd to .•illow a 
bounty of two and a half pci cent upon the gioss silc at the cancllc 
of all registered diamonds bi ought liomc on our ships, wliicli we Uiink 
piopci to acquaint you withal, as some coral is consigned foi the 
purchase of them on your side of India, and as fonneilv few ships came 
without a register of them, which of late has been olheiwisc.® 

Court of Directors' letter, 12lli Maich 17GG, para 135 • Wo 
absolutely direct tliat in futme you arc to give notice in the most 
public mannei liofoio the despatch oi dcpartuie for Europe of any «.hiD 
or vessel bclougmg to Dis iLajesty oi in the son-ice bf tlie Com- 
pany, that cveiy person oi persons who intends to send any diamonds 
gems Ol precious stones by such conveyances do rcgulailv. and tiulv 
icgislcr them with you; which icgistei is to lie transmitted to us l»y 
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such ship vessel or mau-of-war together ivith the necessaiy advices in 
j'our gcueial letter relating thcieto. We do hereby declare it to 
you as our firm resolution and do accoiditigly iiositivcly diicct tliat i£ 
aiij’- of our servants of what rank or station soever shall after the 
receipt heieof be guilty of a disobedience of these ordeis, they be 
immediately dismissed the service and sent to England by the fiist 
conveyance that offers. And if free mcicliants or any other person or 
poisons whatsoever residing under the Conipan 3 '’s protection, shall be 
guilty of a bicach of them, such protection is immediately to be with- 
diawn and such person or persons aic in like manner to be sent to 
England by the fiisb convej'ance j and if anj* of the black merchants 
or natives shall bo guilty of a bieach of those orders, the Compan)''s 
protection is likemse to be withdrawn fiom them and they be immediately 
sent out of the Companj-^s bounds. AVe declare these to be standing 
. orders and yo\i are not only to enter them in the books kc|)t for that 
purpose, but j’-ou aie likewise to make them known in as effectual a 
manner as possible ly fixing them up at the usual public and other 
proper places, and giving such other infoimatious that no person in 
any part of j'our presidency may liave it in his power to plead ignorance 
of them ^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 10th November 1772 : The advices 
fiom the factors at Seindy leceived since our last letter to them, are 
now lead and the follondng directions are given. The diamonds and 
pearl which were iilcdgcd to the late Resident by Mirza Mcndy for 
w'oollcn delivered him, must bo sent hither on the SpcaJeer, as we find 
they cannot procure the amount in money Lom him." 

Bombay Government Consultation, 18th June 1773; The President 
acquaints the Board that some time ago he sent to Mr. Mostyn the 
Resident at Poona the diamond received by the Spcalcr from Scindy, 
in Older to try what might be offered for it at that place where it was 
more likely to sell to advantage than at Bombaj'. Mr. Mostyn has 
lately informed the President that after several lower offers had been 
made, he has at last been offered Rs 350 the ratti, 'which is the most that 
will be given and will amount to upwards of Rs. 8000 for thcdi.amond. 
He requests the Boaid^s oiiinion whether it should be sold at that 
pi ice. Upon this the letter from Scindy of the 17th December last 
(1772) is icferrcd to, by which the Boaid find tliat tliis offer is nearly 
the same as the value put upon it at that jilace. It is tlieicforc agreed 
that the offer he .accepted and the President is desired to wiite to the 
■Resident at Poona accordingly.** 

Bombay Government Consultation, 18th September 1741 : Not- 
withstanding the apprehensions the Chief and factors at Surat are 
under of putchock being at so high a rale as Rs. 20 the man j'ct as 
we conceive it ^will be required for the China market and generally 
jnelds fiom 35 to 40 tale ■fclie pccul, we think it best to repeat our 
directions for procming the quantity specified.* 
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Coiii'L of Bilcelois’ lcUoi.=5, ISlli MaicU 1713 and 30tli ^raii-h 17-1 1, 
paia 21 • Had a a ovaiirn Ikjcu on foot to Olun.i Jn oiir '■ini.int'i, 

wo should chocituUv'have acftuie^oed in appropualin*; iheiolo tli- 
Baiidal wood, putchock, mviih, and olibanum puichii>-od upon our 
account for tlic Utirnnylon Ihc}' icimhui.^inff n*. the cn^l in '-nch mm- 
nei that wo ‘•liould lie no lowers This \vu mention foi yoiii giiidiiice 
and cncouiagcmcnt on any the hkc ca=o in fuliuc,* 

CouitoCDiiccloi.s’ Ictlci, 13thMaich 1713, paui 53 : When any 
iclincd F'lltpf'lic *'Cut us, the hig*^ nuit't he luurkcd uitli uii it to 
dislingiu'.h them from Uic common ••oit - 

Court of Diicctous* lettei, 12th jraich 17G0, para 40: You must 
Older our seivants .at Telhchciiy to pi oiido annually at the propey 
reasons thicc hiindicd Khandtt of sandal wood foi the Cliina maikct 
If at anv time it happens tliat mc should not have occ-asioii foi it, it 
may alw.i.ys lie sold on the spot to advaiiLigc "* 

Couit of Diicetois’ letter, 32th ^laich 1730, paia 42: This 
paiagiaph iccommeiids the sending foi law silk from Bengal for the 
Bomhay wc.ivci-'.* 

Couit of Dircctoih’ letter, IStli jMaich, 1768, pam 40 • The 
inf 01 mation you have sent ns aliont the Ghilan silk as well ns the silk 
jccened fiom Busline makes us despair of cvoi h.a\nng ani' Wc 
slull not peirait any cloth oi money to be sent to Baslit or any other 
place in the mtcnoi p.irts of Peisia so long as the country continues in 
the unsettled bLatc it is at pic«ent. In shoit, if i.w silk is not to I»o 
obtained on oi alxmt the tcims ivo oidcicd, wc shall ho obliged to chop 
tliat pUn But as the impoitancc of this aiticlc and the vend- of our 
woollens in that country would be a very desirable bi.mch of trade to 
the nation .as well as to the Company, wc peimit yon to incicase your 
price foi the silk and to give as lar as Bs 80 per wan. Tins alteration 
we will submit to and hope it will have the desued cflect ® 

Bomhay Government Consultation, Clh August 3731 : In Ihcir 
lettois the Chief and factois at Surat promise to use their utmost endoa- 
vouib in providing the quantity of goods iiidcnlcd for in the list of 
investment leceived hy the Ockham At the 6.amo time they* obeeiio to 
us that Uiiough the picscnt tioiibles in the Suiat goicinmcnt, the high 
puce of cotton .and the gicat deaith and scaicat j’ of all soi ts of pio\ isions 
w'luch has occasioned a gicat numhci of W'cavcis to icmovc to other 
p.aits, it will be not only impossible to complete the whole investment, 
but tliat cvciy species of goods will be considerably dc.iicr tliau what 
was pioiidcd last season •* 

Bomkay* Govemmout Oonsnltation, 8th September 1731 : Eeceived 
a lettei fiom the Clucf and factois at Surat assuimg us that all possible 


* Comp of StandinsOKl Tol 1 of 1715-1721, 10 Puli Dop Court's L. VoL 3 of 
17«-]751, 33, 70 

- Comp of Standing Orf. Vol 1 of 1713- 1731, 111. Pub. Dop. Court’s Letters Vol 3 
of 1742-1751, 39 
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cave -was taken to complete tlio present investment, that they had in 
town and at P«nnael (Randev) above 1200 weavers at work and wei-e m 
hopes to inci ease them soon to 2000 which would in all likelihood 
coin])leto the quantity of goods ordered.^ 

Bombay Govemment Consultation, IStli March 1733 • Diiccled 
tliatpnisuant to the oideis of our Honoui-ablc Slastcis mentioned 
ih para 29, onr gentlemen at Surat provide 2000 small Icmjnanies 
and 1000 laigt of good substantial silk as part of the tonnage of our 
returning ships, and to advise ns at wlmt price they can now be 
procured." 

Bombay Government Consultation, 2nd April, 1733 : The reasons 
which m their letter of 2J‘lh IMaieli 1733, the Surat Chief and factors 
give for so considerable an advance of the price in connection with the 
investment to be 2 irovidod foi England, is the dcaiiicss of indigo, 
tlie want of weavers and other artificers that foimcrly were employed 
in those fabrics, of whom great numbers have licen swcjit away by the 
late siclcne''S and famine that hapiieiicd in Surat and the ])laces adjacent. 
Taking into consideiatioii the above and paiugiaidi 23 of our Honour- 
able Masters' commands last received by tlic shij) J/ifiry, in which they 
tell us that 13s. foi a chelloe, 8s. ‘id. for a taxiscil, and 10s. 7d. for a 
neganepaut is wliat the}' cannot aHoid j and in a foimci letter we have 
been told that chintz nafEeimany that cost lls SO the corge, such as was 
sent by the Piince William, did not answer and thei-eforc wo must 
send none of that sort j also tliat chintz pnndhcqaji at Rs. 110 the coige 
would not do, and wheieas the two last species of chintz mil this year cost 
much moio than those sent home by the Piinco William and Let hipullier 
we think we can by no means answer to the Suiat Icttei indenting for 
any. At Ihe same time we may reasonably cxiieet tivo ships more fiom 
England in August or Sejitembcr next wluch with the Mat ij already here 
uull be thiee. AYc shall therefore have to jirovidc letum cargoes for 
such a quantitj' of tonnage as we cannot possiblj' complete without .a 
considerable number of colouied goods from Surat. It is agieed that we 
diicct our gentlemen at Sui'at to comiily with our foimer order of 
comjiletmg the list of investment sent them except the Avlute calicoes, 
chintz, natfermony, poiidbcfiuji, and neganepauts. If they find a 
dillieulty m iirovichng the full quantity of the other species, let the 
deficiency be in tapseils small rather tlian any other.'’ 

Bombay GoA'cmmcnt Consultation, 11th Seiilcmber 1735 ; Received 
a letter from the gentlemen at Surat oAATiing the recciiit of ours of the 
17 th ultimo and advi^ng that the brokers had undertaken the proA'ision 
of Wo thousand pieces of chintz ponnhegaji on the terms avc had ' 
limited of Rs. 102 the corge for those of 18 vees and Rs. 85 for those of 
16 vees and tliat our diiections coiicermng the said goods should be 
complied with.^ 

The investments aie usually begun in Ainil or May and the Avholo 
investment should be completed in one month from that time.® 


' > rnl) biaiy 4 of 1731, 113. spub. Diary 5 of 1732-33, OG. 

' » Put. Diaiy of 1732 33, 05 -OG. « Puli Hiary 8 of 1734-33, 191. 

** Snral Cliicf .iiid F.ietois’ Lcller of 12th Dec. 1735 to Bomliay Government referred 
loin Bom Goa. Diaiy 12th Dec. 1733, Piih Diary 8 of 1731-33, 282. 
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Bombay Govcinineii'L Con'mltalioTi, 18tli 17G5 . Wiolc a 

lettei to Suiatj diieehng ibe gcntlumen tliwe to let ns know on nliat 
tcims any meidiants wonld tindeitekc to piovido tlie Bji.impaut"^, 
Lemmames, and Guinea stnffe last indented foi Ciom Bngland wliieli may 
be piocuied about Cambay. Wiote also to bli, Bidwell at Cambay to 
infoim himself at what latc anj' meieliant tlicie would contiact foi the 
above goods and to send down their pioiioFals with muptcis of the 
goods. We also diieetcd lum to piovidc and send us twenty bales of 
tannahs tliat we may set oui weavcis to woik on the Bomba j' stiiflk ^ 
Bombay Government Consultation, 4th Apiil 3737 • The Provident 
lays before the Boaid a list of the puces at which Mduclcji Naviojihad 
ofteied to piovide the eiwuing investment. tVe obsei vc tliesc puces differ 
little fiom those paid in 1734," namely : 

Prices of Indian FabtieSt 17 S 4 - 77 S 7 
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Bombay Government lettei to Sni.at, 13 lli August 1724 • Piireuant 
to is’hat we wrote 3*011 under the 1 st infant f August 1 724 ) , the Bombay 
and Foit St. George galleys pioceed now* to he .it the Bai m older 
to give a eoiinteiiaiice to 0111 .affans On them wv liave ladeu 167 chc'-ls 
10 ps of tin for youi maikct.’ 

Couit of Dnectois' letter, 27 th Maicli 1713 , paia 41 ■ Po not 
£01 get oui standing diiechon to Pcisia to send 3-iurly all the led 
Caimama wool they can gel. I)o 3*011 w’lile them pi e=Mnf» 01 dci s to tins 
piiipo'-eaiid quicken theii memones by often leminding them of it 
andavhenevci you find them defiuent .a« to quantifies lepiimaiid them.*’ 

Couit ofDiiectoip’ letter, 12tli JIaicb IT.IO, p.iia 28 We -iie 
conccined to find by3-our 3 Jst pai a graph per Pnnee Fiedcricl that 
tlic mliiilutsiiits of (will nidDiki luivc found, out* n wn-v to miiTiiifiiciiiic 
the wool of that country in cabmancoes and seiges, as it rn.av be an 
iiitioduction to then suprl5ang themselves arifU avoolleii goods independ- 
ent of Eiuope B e tbciefoie enjoin 3*011 liy .all mc.ans possible to dis- 
coui.igc the same and direct you to renrl us p.itleiiis of aich s-oit with 
then puces We aie glad at the same timeto secth.it it is youi opinion 
that these stuffs lieing made of .imuch finer toil of w*ool than ihat 
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brought by Eiuopean*!, we can no way be affceled in the quantity that 
we may -want to purchase ^ 

Conit o£ Djreetors' letter, 7th Lfarch 1733, paia 32, directs that 
the mvestment of Carraauia wool be as consideiable as possible upon 
the cheapest terms that the different circumstances will admit.® 

Court of Directors’ letter, 15th Maich 173‘1, para 32, is a repetition 
of oiders for purchasing wool at Carmania on the cheajicst tcims 
possible.® 

Cotut of Directors’ letter, 11th Match 1735, paia 50, appioves of 
1,110 agreement made with the Dutch for buying in concert Carmania 
wool, the piiee not to exceed thirt}' sliahccs the hiuh.* 

Coiiit of Directors’ letter, 2nd July 1736, para 33, represents 
Carmania wool to be .i dull commodity and theicfoie must not exceed 
the limited puce ^ 

Court of Directors’ letter, 5th April 1754!, para 86 , earnestly enjoins 
the endeavouiing to piocnie all the Carmania wool possible.® 

Court of Directors’ letter, IRth Llaich 1768, jiaia 47: Our 
servants at Busline weie Avroiig in debating from our orders with 
regard to the puce of Caimaiiia wool, for which we find they haie 
given I\s. 6 the man instead of Bs. 5, more cBpeeially as wc ivrote you 
it was an article in A’cry little demand. Tlicy must therefore in future 
not exceed Rs. 5.’ 

The following is a specimen of the indents sent from Bombay for 
Euiojie goods : 

Bombay Government indent of goods wanted from England, April 
IGth, 1741, per Jcjini/ ketch to be forwarded oveiland from Basra; 
Broadcloth 454 bales: Scarlet 25 bales, each piece 17 yards long, 
the list to liave black stripes and each liale to contain six pieces. 
Ordinary red 200 bales, each piece to be 22 jnrds, and six pieces m a 
bale, the list to 1 x 5 black Popinjay 125 bales, each piece 21 to 22 
yards long, ^ six pieces in a hale, and the list to be green and bine. 
Aurora 100 bales, each piece to he 21 or 22 yards long, the list black, 
and SIX jiieces in a hale. Blue 2 bales, the length of each piece 16 yards, 
and six pieces in a bale, the list to be white and blue. Black 2 hales, each 
piece 16 3 'ards, and six pieces in a halo, the list to he white and green. 
Perpets 125 lialus : scarlet 50, red 50, popinja}-- 20, and j-ellow 5 . 
Elephants’ teeth 25 tons, thiee-fouiths of which must he sized, the 
remainder fiom 14 to 15 pounds to he free from flaws and of equal 
tliipkness. Iron 1 00 tons 3 wheieof to he flat bars and J square bars. 
Lead 160 Ions, Steel 20 tons. Copper 30 Ions 15 tons m round plates 
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Ik- 17 till' i! '■ r. Lloj'!uut*i I'xtii I'l" til' S'lt't . jii. 

Iri'ii it 1J-. t’.l’i 111 ' S'timt //.«i'/i Ci.i‘ 1 ' r II. i"'1 j'’’*' v -il * y. f. r 

.ill.. 1 IS L’J tli ’ Siinvl tl"' -trir.’ - -i* IS..’.*’. tl S.i.- 

,u,n Ilcl l.'v.l :it IS Hi to 1.'* Ill-’ •*"« •• " •I't' 5‘-' ' *“ t ' 

i:j till' cut , (JiinUili.r K- 110 t.. 11' tli ‘ Sun* in n-.* 

nil.’ t\Mi fiilloik iiijj c'tnw'f' £n'i’ till’ oril' !• i"i'.‘’'l liy tl'', < n’lrt i-f 
Diivclitn- n’^r.mliiif; fri‘*i;lit- . 

C'oiut of Din I’lnr.’ litt'r, Inil Aj'nl !7Ji“>, j'^n 7'’ Wo li-jk^iji"' 
t-ire M InUcn tint nil jio il*- ‘liij*]*' <1 o'l n'n t f oiir n- - ’I" siri* ii'.i'i' t.i 
j'^y till' U'-uil fiTiuht fn'in juit to l'“rt, S’t tl' in I*'! >i'‘r to' 
tlu'V will, Mc tMiiilil luM. tmlvKly I'Mir'il ' 

I’oint of Diu'do.-’ li'tti'r, 'itii Miinli 17?..'» I'ln 12 : .\* nii 

nil'll or to till' jnnimi'h 1 10 tiiuii'rninir 111'' ii)'’M"‘l iiii iiii>' l.|t''!i 
iL'litino to fri’i”lit 111 »'in.'"'ini"Jiii; our 'irMi’il'. to '<‘i'i! -ni'l' •■'iiii'' ft 
j'lTvi'l'- on our t-liij ' to Surat nr tlo' i> I'l ttS'iii' nt froi'ilit fr.'''. i.e 

hail.' no inriin'T of olijts til'll to *-111 U a jirii't n' jiroii'l' 'I tli i* il ii"i 

ahu'tal, siml ilui' cm* i« lalvn that all ‘Ci'il', nii’‘il.i».il''i', a'll 
tri iMiro '■cnl on our {-liip or ai”-'*!' to !!• nir*!, Mol I .li'l'D. <‘i 
I’w'i 1 .a' Ill'll .as .all hron^ht frnin tlii'in v j'ai tli" i ii'ti in .! i fn iicl't ’ 
111'' foll'ininp c\tnicl‘ rli'iii tlie ri''tm’tiiiii' jil’i nl on to,' m’j'iTt • f 
{■"tji into Ij'iniliai : 

Svii-it U'ttor to Ihiiiilcia. 8lli rthruary, ICTt' : A*- to tin' '■.op it i^ 
all. mil unlcaillo Iv th" CoiiipaiiiV f>niinii'ilitj r.ml ivo iiniilil Inn i .'i 
lo t'liiitunii' it. 'Ill tlu- t'liil V iLit'-i'vi iT It hroiiolit in fioin .il'ioul 
mial pay t' j.cr cent cU'-lom, and if tint mil nnt dai' inri"i' tlie 
iiii'icli.aiit'" from hniiirnif; it in, you imi't lai-c' th.’ natoni Inol’i'r to 
12 per ooDt, till thi'y lie tot.ilh ili'-cournt't'd IVc’ iionld lino i«'U 
Ftinly .all jiat ami prudent mean-' to iniproio that I'limiiiwlity the ni"'-l 
arm can to the Coiiij'ani V ndi-ant.ifrc. If icu ir.ant .ani in.itenal 
from hence to lie bought at the l'C>l li.and, advae la iheiiNif .and they 
{■hall 1)0 »ent you * 

lllio tivo folloiiaiig oidcrs relate to tlio di'i>o*al of conlrahand goi'd' • 
Court of Directors’ letter, 2Uli March 1710, jiira SI: All cooiIf, 
after public notice, not landed at the ailuaif, ate ti'iz.able.'’’ 


1 Sir Out liH S 0117 . 111 -ITJl. 
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Court of Diicctor’s letter, 5th Sr.-irch 1724, par.'i 25, directs that 
all unlicensed contiaband goods from Europe Ijc seized.^ 

Next follow orders as to the storekeepci’s icsponciljilit}' ; 

Coiut of Directors' iettci, 24tli Maicli 1710, paia 85: Take c.iic 
that whoever look after the stores, be eliargcd anth .ill they receive in, 
and discharged by only so much a ‘5 they can piovc to he dchveied out 
and be held accountable for ihc rcmaiiulci 

The following cxtiacls show how the Europe goods impoitcd by the 
Company were disposed of : 

Bombay Government Consultation, 81h November 1731 : This being 
tlie day appointed for the sale of the llonouiablc Company's woollen 
goods, lead non .and copper leceivcd by theii ships Slietham and Cchluiin 
the doois aie tin own open and the merchants aie called in and the 
woollen manufacture is then put up at the following pnecs : 

1. Aniora cloth at Es. 4 the 3 . aid. 

2. Coarse reds and gieens at Es. 2 Gas. the j’aul. 

3. Scarlet cloth fine at Rs, G the yaid. 

4‘. Scarlet perpets at Rs. 30 the incce 

5. Scarlet perpets common colours at Rs. 17 the piece 

Thicc per cent discount to be allowed on ihc sale and one yaid the 
piece on the cloth, the amount to be paid on the 31st Octobei next 
ensuing and the goods to be sent to Suiat at the Companj-'s chai gc 
and risk. Nobody appeared to advance anything on the prices 
abovcmciitioned, and Laldits, Fritmji, Bamanji, Navroji, Amhaidiis, 
and Shivji being all sevciall)' asked if they nould adv.ance anj thing 
on the jirices befoi e mentioned, they all declined. The sale of the 
piece goods was thcieCoie laid aside and the lead and iion aie next 
put up. Two-thiids non and one-tluid lead, the whole to be dl^^ded 
into three lots, namelj’ two bundled khandia of iron and one 
bundled hhandis of lead. The iron at Rs. 62 and the lead at Rs, 90 
the Icliandi with an allowance of Rs. 3 per cent discount on the sale, 
the amount to be paid on tlie 31bt October, and no man to bid less than 
a quaitei of a rupee a time, Laldits ViUialdds ajipcais to be the 
highest bidder for the three lots as follows : 

1 For tilt first lot, lead Rs. 102i the Ihandi, iion Rs. 721 
tlie khundi. 

2 . For the second lot, lead Rs. 103J the khandi, ii'on Rs. 70J 
the khundi. 

3. For the Old lot, lead Rs. lOJi the khundi, iron Rs. 74 the 
khandi. 

The copper is nexf. put uji which Luldas likewise buj’S on the same 
terms and conditions at Rs. IS the Surat man. Tlie merchants are 
then oidered to withdraw. It is taken into consideration in wh.'it 
manner to dispo'^e of the woollen manufacture, and, debating tlicrcon, it 


1 Comp oI standing Old Vol. 1 o£ 1715 - 17LM, 29. 

« Comp. o£ Standing Old. Vol. 1 of 1715 - 1721, U5. 
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BOMBAY TO'WN 


Ko1)=civc(l that there appears a icpu "nancy in the mcichant'-to oSei for 
the Fame, hecau'-c of the ti-mbles and nu^olfled eomhlion nf Surat ai/I 
-the eountiy ahout it winch ha*- been the ca‘e Im Fe\ end ycai‘-i-a*t no 
bodycvcra'ttomptin"topmtliaeethn=e >- 01(5 of goodshutthe Comj'aiiy'- 
biolici It i*- thcrefoie a"iced to call the biohui in and tee tu nlial tciins 
we can bring him for talnng tho=e 'dt mn lianclF as \\c may n’l'Mii.ibl)' 
expect a fuilhoi Fiipply by the next ships fioin England. Accoidirgly 
h<‘ is calli’d m and a tender nude him oi the "^aid goods at tin. pi ices he 
ga\c last ye.u for the ^ame snits. He make-- Fundiy objections and 
moic jiaiticnlaily to the tinantily of auroras which he oh-unfs are re u 
treble the nnnibei tkithas licen usually 'ent of latojc-iK 01 indenlcdfr.r 
fiom hence, liesidc-- that considerable quantilics of all =oit= of ch'lh 
both Ficnch and English aic constantly bi ought from Jidda to ths 
Sniat inaiket. IIo hkc\»i-e objects to the quantity of scarlet pcipck 
heciusu sundry pirtels of those goods aio annually hrought lioin the 
other tide of India Upon the whole, after sundiy arguments nscfl, the 
brolcr is walh much difficulty pciFuaded to gi\c foi the following 
goods the follow ing pnees • 


1 Aurora, cloths Rc. 1 -i-rs. tbe j-aid. 

2, Gicen and icd cloths Rs 2 lUrt^. the 3 MTd. 

3, Scailct puqicts Rs. 33 the jiiceo. 

4, Common colouis Rs IS the piece. 

For ton halos of yellow cloth 25 pei cent, upon the invoice, reckoning 
Rs 8 to a pound steihng wntli otliei usual allowances, .and the amount 
of the whole to be brought to account tbe 31st October next. The 
Ecailet cloth, neither tlic broker nor anj* other moicbant would meddle 
w itb on any account, alleging thej' aic mneb too fine and high juiced 
fiom England for any maiket in these paits, and we have no hopes to 
get them off oui hands bu.t.J'y sciiding them to Portia * 


BomMy Government Consultation, IStli rcbmarj- 1 7Si ; This bcin" 
the day appointed foi the pul, he s.ile of the iron, tiigai, tuimciic, and raw 
Eilkieccned on our Honourable Masters’ account by their s-bip Raijal 
fiom Bengal, the doors aic thiown open and tbe meicliants 

are tilled in and the terms of Fale explained to them, iiamulv that the 

said gooub weic to be sold to the highest hiddci and thiec months’ 
credit given for the pijment of the moiiev The siigai was fiitt imt 
up; onehundied bags in a lot at Rs. 12 the kig. Tlicie appc.aiing 
no inclinaticm m the merchants to adrance on that jinec wo susi, ended 
ac sale lit e _ncxt tiled the iion putting it up fifty 
p a lot at Rs. oo the hhntiJi but tlieie ajipeared as 'little inclination 
m themeickintstokd foi tliat as tbe other; neitliei did they offer 
the Bengal pnee foi the raw s,lk thcieof. It is agicod that we send up 
thete three aitioles to Suial for sale lesoning seven bales of law silk 
for the use of our weavet:. to be dchveicd to them at the jmec the 
others sliall sell for at Smat. T^ie ginger is then put up tw'o hmidied 

(Saklndis) amars to lie the highest bidder for the whole paicel at 
Ks. 3 10a, the Suiat mon. The tuimenc is put up likewise m one 


> Pull Diary 4 of 1731. 142-111 



Matorials'j • 


AND ISLAND. 


119 


parcel of ICO Surat mans ami Narandas TIarid.is appears to be the 
liig'liest bidder' at Rs. 3 1«. the mciv} 

Rombay Government Consultation, 1 st November 173*1'; Having put * 
oH till this dav the sale of ilie cargoes of the iri/wtHfy/on and Middlesex 
sundry mci chants who now attend arc called in. After considering 
on what conditions to sell the goods so as to give satisfaction and 
encouragement to the merchants mthout picjndicing our Ilonouinblo 
Masters, the terms aie agreed and dcclaicd to the merchants to be 
as follows : That twelve months^ credit be given for the whole, an 
allowance of three per cent on eveiy article except the steel, one yaid in 
a piece of cloth to be also allowed, the accustomary deductions to be 
made on such of the elephants' tcetli as shall lie broken or found under 
_weiglit On such money as shall be paid before the expiration of the 
contiact, the interest shall be discounted for the dilTorcnco of time in 
pioportion to nine per cent pei annum, any pait of the goods shall ho 
delivered here or at Surat, and the poison wlio buys the woollen goods 
and elciihants' teeth shall take what of those goods may come on the 
Kmg Wilh'jni on the above terms the amount to be paid at the same time. 
The sundry goods aic then put up in the following manner and sold to 
the highest biddeis at the puces undei mentioned ; 

"Woollen goods; Broadcloth, 2 Ixilcs mazarine blue, 15 bales 
ECailct, 3 bales fine j'cllow, 2 halos winc-oolonr, and 3 bales cmeiald 
gicon. 111 all 25 bales of fine broadcloth at 11 s. 4- Otrs*. the yaidj 
15 bales middling red at Rs. 2 1 bns, the yaid j 80 hales popinjay, 
G8 coarse red, and 7 yellow or in all 155 bales of oidinary bioadclotli 
at Rs. 2 13os, the yard. Perpets, 15 lAiles seal let at Rs. 31 Sas. per 
piece ; 30 bales popinjay, 18 red, 3 c\iocolate, and 3 yellow or in all bl 
Iwles of coaiYc perpets at Rs 21 the piece. 

Elephants’ teeth seven hundred and lhii*t 3 '*four poi'ic, about six 
bundled and foitj' Suiat mrins at Rs. 51 l-fM. the Snnit imv ; cake 
copper thirty Surat vians at Rs. 2*1* the Surat via?? ; copper jilales ten 
tons or six hundied Surat ??? oh •..namely 300 Suiat at Rs 22 Cu/s. 
the Suiat ihhh, " and 300 Surat viant at R.s 22 Ons. the Suiat 
man. Sleel-600 Sni.at mans more or less, namely 300 Suiat hioh.*? at 
Rs. 9 the Suiat mnu and the lein.'iinder at Rs. 0 li/. the Surat mnn, 
Tion 2G0 Surat, hhindis, namely' 1 30 khandis at Rs. 8 !■ the hliniuh and 
330 Mflnrfis at Rs. 85 8rts. the Irhandi. Lead 1200 pain mitns at 
Rs 7 1 Sn.*!. the 25«/i« ma'Ji, and 600 iiaka mans at Rs, 7 1-1 res. the 
Ihandi.- 

Bombay Government Consultation, 22ud October 173.“) • At the 
request of some of the merchants having put off the sale of the goods 
received bv the Queen Oai oliuc and Screi hotovrjh to this d.av, it is now 
debated whethci or no to permit the cxjiort of lead and iion to the 
hfarilthits’ country. As we think the inconveniences in so doing 
would be greatei than the adv.antag6 wincli wo might cxiiciicnco 
in the difleiencc of the price it is resolved not to grant such license 
- for thp ])iesTjnt, and the quantiiiy of lead to be sold not being very 
gro.at and several of the meichants haxnng large jiarecls lemainiiig 
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of tliu last and former yeais^ puicliases; it i« agiecd not to pait mth 
that by us unless it iviU go off on as g'ood teims. as the last ycai s 
And having rceeiied only one soit of coppei by the Scurhoi ough, Avluch 
is but a small quanbt}' and tlie Honourable Company diiecting us to 
send them a pai ticular of the produce of each sort^ it is agreed, to kceji 
this till the DerlnfR aiiiral, nhcn the people having made tri.T.ls oi 
both sorts we shall mth moic certainti' adiT'C oui Honourable ^la^teis 
winch is most proper for the maiket. The douis aio then opened and 
the sundry meiehants attending being Ciilled in, the teim- of s.do arc 
dcclaied to be as follows. That the amount of the goods pni chased ' 
shall bo paid the 31st October next, thd usual deductions tlu'ec per cent 
on eveij' aihcle (except the steel) and oflt! yaid in a piece of clotli to lie 
allowed. That allowances aocoidmg to /the custom of Smat shall lie ^ 
made on such of the elepliants’ teeth I as shall he found ciackcd oi\ 
undersized. That on such money as shall 1x5 2 ).sid bofoic the dlst of < 
Octo^’er next the mteicsi be di'cou'^ted toi the <liffcienec of time ( 
at the latc of 9 pei cent pci annum AnJ jnart of the goodo shall ho 
dclivcicd eithei here or at Smat and the pei son who liuis the woollen 
goods and elephants^ teeth shall take such quipnfaty of Ihote articles as 
maj' he on boaid the Herb?/ at the s.nme late they shall give foi these 
now to be sold and pay the amount at tlic sailTie'f ime ; and if she does 
not ainre befeie the 1st of Maich, it ^IxiU lic(. jn tlie hiivci'’s choice to 
take or icfiise the olejdiants’ teeth Whoewei puichli'es any pint 
of the goods, shall give such security for tl\c amount as shall l»o 


approved of by the Boaid. The several goods then put up to s.ile 
in the following manner and sold to the higl/iest bidders at the 
foUoudng puces . 


Iiou, llO Surat hliandin at Rs 78 the 
Re. 764, 110 at Rs 7G4, and 110 at Rs 78 
moie 01 less • 300 at Rp.'s the man, .300 at Rs 7 llSs 
at Rs. 7 1^00.5, 300 at Rs 8, and the lenumrlei at 
up at Rs ( the pnJen man, but nobody advancing iiji' 
rale of it IS laid aside Elephants' teeth about 6U 
Re 56^ the vian. 


Sul .Tihandi, 110 at 
Sf-vel,?i500 Smat mant 
at the man, 300 
B= 8. Lead put 
>n that puce, the 
IjoiiSrvraw'is at 


J 



the yard Oidmaiy 52 Iwles popinjay, 57 icd, and 5 

all 11*1 at Rs. 2} the j'aid Pcipets scailet 8 h.alcs ... _ 

piece, OrdinaTj- 14 hales icd, 3 yellow, 28 popinjay, and 3 blul 
all JS bales at Es 17 the piece When jManekji Xanoji appainni' 
«ie highest biddei they aio sold to him as follows • Finecloth, 23 bales at 
1 ^ tlie yard; auroia2SbaIe«!atK'5, 3 the j'a.id ^ oiduiai}’’ 

114 hales at Rs 2 14a/i the yaid, pei pet scarlet Sixties at Rs 32 the 
piece; and peipet oidmaiy 41 bales at Rs. 22 the piece ^ 

Court of Hirectoi-s' letter, 22nd December 1786, para, 13 We 
appiove of giving the most public notice to all the meichantsat 
tuiat ot the sale of oui goods which must he continued exposing them 


kales at Rs :iv; the 
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to view, a convenient time befoveliandj to all comeis. Selling tlicin 
with' all faults is the fairest method and least liable to escei)tion or 
imposition. Bj-- tliis means all after-allowances Avill he avoided wliereby 
no pulTcicd to a great amount in the elej)hants' teetli and pcrpets by 
ilic Scarboiovgh : Bs. 10 a }nan on the teeth for cracked pieces and 
Bs. 7 a j’iece on ‘175 pieces of jierpets being touched with the worm. 
IVe open and examine all goods we receive fiom llie several parts of 
India before the .^ale, and eepa-ratc the damaged from the sound, aiid 
sell the damaf>cd,as such, whcieby the buyers are not imposed on, and 
we obtain the full value. This is a practice we lecommcmnd as worthy 
of your mutation.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 10th November 1737 : Tins 
being the adjourned day for the sale of all the caigoes of the late 
ai lived ships, the sundiy meieliants attending aie called in and after 
some discom'se udth them conceimng the teims of sale, they are declared 
to be as folio ivs ; That the amount of the goods purchased sliall be 
paid on the 3 let October next discounting interest at the late of 9 per 
cent per annum on all sums paid in before that time, one yard to be 
allowed in every piece of cloth, and three per cent lebate on all the goods, 
the steel only exccjitcd. A reasonable abatement to be made for any 
damage tliaf" shall apiiear in the cloth or pei-pets on dclivei' 3 ''. The 
elephants^ teeth to be taken wdth all faults, but those undeisize shall 
bo dclivcied aecoiding to established custom The goods to be delivered 
cither here oi at Siuat free of charges but the whole to bo iveighcd 
heie and also the damage adjusted on the cloth and the buyer to 
leceive them fiom the warehouse Anthin one month fiom the time of 
sale and before thej' aie taken awaj’" to give such security as shall be 
approved bj' the Boaid. The conditions of sale being thus cxjilained 
to the meieliants, the goods avcic at their request dinded into lots 
and put up in the following manner, when the lots weie sold to 
tlie respective highest bidders. Elephants^ teeth 600 Surat mans, 
more or le'-s, sold at Bs. 50i the Sniat mem. Iron 4-tO Suiat/i/dffnr/i;?, 
of which two lots of 110 each, sold at Bs. 88 the Suiat klunuH and one 
lot of 110 at Bs 872 HO 87. Steel 1200 Surat 

mans, of Avliich throe lots of 300 each, sold at Bs. 6 Gas. and one of 
300 at Bs. G-,‘l'cis. Bed lead 100 cwt. at Bs. 15 12t«. pei cwt. The 
woollen goods weie then put u]! at the following puces, it being 
giecd that tlie purchaser of the present goods shall take what theie 

ly be of j-lic like soits on boaid the Ueatlicote on the same teims, ho 
jeiug allowed one j'ear’s time from their delivery. Auroras 39 bales 
fine at Bs 3 Gct.s. the yaid and 31 oidmaiy at Bs 3 3«.<t Bed 2] 
bales fmc at Bs. 2 Gas. the jmd and 28 oidinarj'- at Bs. 2}, popinjay 
83 bales at Es. 2-]: the j'aid and j'^ellow 3 bales at Bs. 2^ thej'ard. 
Scailet 1 5 bales at Bs. 30 the piece ; and popinjaj' 30 bales, icd G, and 
3 'cllow 3 or in all 39 bales at Bs. 17 the piece. To advance one anna 
the yaid on the cloth and half a iupce the piece on the peiycts. None 
of the merchants ofEeied to advance any tiling which obliged us to 
decline the sale and the purchaser of the last year's parcel declares 
he has now remaining thereof upon his hands upwards of 200 bales. 
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TIic proposiils o£ the Suiat niercli.T.nts arc eo exceedingly low iliat we 
judge it bolter to wait Eomo lime longei in hojics Lctlci pnee? may be 
ofTcrccl than accept o£ tho=e. It i*- agiccd lliat in our next letter 
to Suiat wo direct the gentlemen to ueo tboir utmost cndeaiour= for 
hanging the merchantc tbcic to licttcr terms and in tbo meantime the 
Piesidcnt is desired to do the like uitli the mcrclunts here ^ 

Court of Dircctois' Letter, fith Pebruary' 1740, paragmph 52. We 
bai e no objection to your allowing the buj ers six or tweh e montlis' 
time to take the goods away, but then no part must be dcli\ cicd upon 
any pretence wliatsoeier until the full amount of each pait i® ]i.iidfor, 
and for a further encouragement to the buyers, and in older to a 
speedy clcaiancc of the goods, we are willing to allou a discount o£ 
mne per cent to such buy ers as take them aw ay untliin six months, and 
but SIX per cent to such as take them avray within Iwche months after 
the sale,® 

Court of Directois' letter, 6th February 1740, paragr.iph 51 We 
recommend it to you again to sell all our goods by auc tion at Bnmb,iy 
agreeable to our former ordeis Nothing c.in be more foi our interest 
than to make Bombay the mart of your side of India 

Bombay Goiornment Consultation, 27th October 1740. Auction 
sale of the Honourable Company’s goods • Iron 92 Hiniifltf of which 
3 lots one of 12 and two of 20 each weic sold at R» 100 the Ihnn li, 
one of 20 at Rs. 101^ and one of 20 at 100-{. Stet4 SOO Surat want 
of which 200 weie sold at Rs Sf the Surat ;>;«/», 20U at Rs, 5 13<7 t, 
200 at Rs. 6J, and 200 at Rs 6^.* 

This is (27th August 1741) to give notice that on ^lond.ay 2nd 
Novemlier ensuing (1741) mil be put up at public auction by the 
Honourable the President and Council of Bombay in the Council 
Chamber at Bombay, the follomng goods moic or loss in quantity on 
the followmg terms and conditions The highest bidder to be the pur- 
chaser, no allowance for icliatc to be made on any article , the goods 
to be x>ermitted to he one year in a archousc after the expiration of 
which, what shall be found remaining will be again sold and tlie loss 
tliat arises charged to the purchaser or conlraiywi'e be to June Die 
beneftt A discount of nine pei cent to be allow ed 'uch buyer as takes 
Ills goods aw ay within six months and but six per cent to such as 
take them away within twelve months. Any pail of the goods to be 
delivered in Surat within twcLe months on the Company’s usk fiee 
of duties, pronded conveyance offer The amount wanted to he taken 
out of the warehouse to be jiaid for befoic delivery. E\ciy poison to 
declare at the time of E.ile Ins or others interest m the puich.iEe 
Pailiculais of the goods are as follows. Lon 6323 cwt, lead 2002 
cw t , steel 3 14 , cochineal 505 pounds, elephants’ teeth 1140 cwt ® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 5tli .Tanuai y 174 2 The President 
acquamts the Board that on reconsidering the i csolutiun of puttmg 
the woollen goods up in lots, and apprehending that some part might 
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fall into such hands as may not he able to pay for them, he hints it 
might bo most eligible as one of the conditions of sale to make the 
merchants give security to take away their goods ■nuthin a time limited. 
By this means the Honourable Company would be no suffercis bj' those 
purchasing who aic piompted to it only for credit sake. He thcicfoie 
de<=iies the opinions of the Boaid who alter debate, judging 
that such a dechiiation would pie,iudice the sale by hindering some 
people from bidding who would else dear the warehouses within the 
time pio'seribcd, it is agreed to decline such a procedure at piescnt as, 
till the money is paid, the cloth will of itself be security to our 
Honourable Masteis, and, should any meonvemencies arise, the same be 
remedied at the next sale since this is the liist time the Company's 
woollen manufacture has been divided into lots. The doors being then 
thrown open and tlie mercliants admitted, they were acquainted witli 
oui desig n of dividing the goods into lots which are to be composed of 
fine and coarse cloth intermixed. But they requesting to have the 
superfine sold separate, the same w’as agreed to and the terms of sale 
declared to be as follows * That the goods should be permitted to lie one 
3 'ear m the Company's warehouse alter which w'hat should be found 
remaining should be lesold and the loss, if any, charged to the purchaser 
or contraiywiso he to have the benefit. One j'aid to be allowed in 
every piece of cloth, and a regular deluciy to be made of the whole 
within two months after winch all damage or loss (saving what may 
happen through fire or other accident not to be foreseen or guarded 
against) to be on the purchaser’s risk ; 9 per cent to be allowed to such 
buyer as takes his goods away within six months and but 6 per cent 
to such as let them lemain after the expiration of the first six months 
fiom the day of sale j any part to be delivered at Surat ivithin the 
space of twelve months on the Companj'’s risk, provided conveyances 
offer; no jiait to be delivcied before the money is paid. It ^was 
conceived no moie woollen goods would be sold upon the Honourable 
Company’s accounts until the end of October next.^ 

Court of Directors’ Letter, 13th March 1743 paragiaph 38 ; When 
any of the buj'^ers refuse to pay for goods by the limited time, 
follow our method heie b}*- icselling the goods, and charge them for the 
difference. In case they do not make us full satisfaction, give 
public notice forbidding them or any other person on their account to 
purchase at our sales for the future, and prosecute such delinquents 
in a legal waj' for the loss we may sustain and in order to deter 
others fiom the like unfau’ practice.® 

The following Older relates to the allowance made to Company’s 
servants buying goods from the warehouses: Couit of Diiectois’ 
letter, 21st Bebiuary 1717, paiagraph 32. We find in paragraph 36 
per Stanhope, j'ou allow the Comiiauj'^s servants two per cent on 
what goods the^’ buy out of our warehouse, because Bdma ICdmdti had 
the same. Your Consultation of the 6th September takes notice that 
he had it and therefore oui servants should. How it came that he was 
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•illowcd it clolli not appc-ir m that Consultation, but it is said otliois 
liad it nol. It is ^erj’ piobable that the picccdcnt was taken from the 
brokers at Sui at, when they bought .an 3 of our goods, who thereby 
losing their own pcuiuisite foi .selling them on our account, and 
because thej' jiaid ready moncj', and a gicat juice for them, as in the 
instance of Rustam's buying a large quantity of cloth, ho insisted 
on and had that allowance as also .another of a yard on a piece j per- 
liaps also an allowance of two pci cent to Edma, iias to encourage 
the kakinsr of quantities, .and at the better pnccs. On the nhole 
we aie willing to put our scivants on the same footing with other 
inci chants, thej’ pajang down read}' money. We expect that j’ou take 
caic no be faithfully de.alt with .and do not suffer by this indulgence, 
for lime h.ath been, and we ha\c complained of it, that an example 
had been made on one account to make it a picccdent for another. 
Though wo arc pcisuadcd better things of J'ou ^ct no hint the 
caution * 

The following extracts iclatc to various Idnds of goods imported 
into Bombaj' ; 

Bombaj' Government Consultation, 2Stli Noi ember 1735: The 
waiehouse-kccpci acquaints the Board that he h.is received into the 
waiehouse fiom Eovadds Ambaidas St cwt. and 1 6 lbs of aloes nliich 
appear very good in their kind. It is Ihcrcfoic agreed to take them 
on the Honourable Compan 3 ’'s account at the lato of Rs 8 the man 
gloss of -ISi vcii, being wrtHi 208 and 9 sen .amounting to Es 1603 
1 qr 93 res, which the tieasury is diiectcd to disch.aigc ® 

Bombaj' Lettei to the Couit, Stth J.inuary 1677 Wo ha\e kitely 
disposed of pictt}’’ good quantities of Euiope goods, 2000 ma?is of 
non, 1000 mans of lead, and 150 pieces of l>ro.idcloth, 200 pieces of 
bowdj' and 50 pieces of led pcipetuanocs Besides we aic d.iilj’ selling 
off the old lemains of pcrjietuanocs of w'hich we have almost 300 incces 
bj' us, but most of them sadlj' damaged bj' w oi ms and carelessness. It 
possible MC will put them off though at low i.ites bcfoic the next 
ships aiiive Oui Noiwich stuffs go off piett^' well, p.iitl^' to the 
Portuguese hut most upou the island, the x'cnd of which we do much 
cnconiagc by wealing it for tlic most pait oui^chcs In a short time 
the greatest part will be disposed of. We do believe we maj' be able to 
sell 100 pieces j’early, this being no commofbtj'- foi the natives, nor 
coloiiicd cloth of wdiich a small quantity will be sufllcicnt We will 
likewise induce all the oilicers and soldieis to appeal ever}' mustci-day 
in a red coat, and do intend to make all people who leceir e pay of the 
Company, take a coat or twoj’cailj', winch will in'-ensiblj’ carrj' off a 
good quantitj'. Our iron we are forced to sell at near piime cost by 
which w'C shall be able to dispose of great quantities; foi then it will 
sjioil the vend of country iion becoming almost as cheap and is far 
more beneficial than for youi Honours to send oier-so much lavly 
money Our lead we sold at the Surat price, but then we save the 
custom and charge and bung tiadc and credit to the port Oui cloth 
winch was the coaisest bales at Rs. 3^ thc 3 'aid S months time, bow’d 3 ".rt 
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Rs. 2-s- the yaicl and lod perpctuanoes at Rs. 1-1 same lime to receive it by 
the tillet or bale "We expecting the shiii Foiviosa from China with 
Japan copper shall dispose of all our plates which is 329, that copper 
which is in bars being only proper to malce pice, being less loss and 
the plates selling hero for more.*^^ 

Letter from the Comt of Diiectors to the Lieutenant-General 
and Piesident and Council of Bombay and Surat, dated London 27th 
October 1693 : Of the said manufactures we have made large pro- 
■visioii alreadj' and shall therein fully comply inth our obligation to 
their Majesties. So that if j’ou haie any sort of English manufactuics 
liy you after so many express orders wo have given you to sweep our 
wai chouses of such goods, you will bo very much to blame." 

Bombay Go-, ernment Letter to Surat, 1 8th December 1721‘ ; We 
are in want of some duttj’s proper for cmbaling our piece goods, the 
manufacture of the island j suppl}' us until 10 coige of 36 covits 
long and 2 covits broad, being esteemed the most fit for tliat use.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 27th Fcbruaiy 1735 : The 
Picsident acquaints the Bonid that aurora cloth being sold m Persia 
among the coarse and yielding no moic than 21* and 26 shahees the 
tjaSy he had offered those now in warehouse and designed for Persia 
to be sold to the mcichants of Bombay and had prevailed upon Shi\ ji 
Dharamset to give Rs. 3^ per yaid on having the usual allowance 
'ot three per cent and one yard in a piece, he paying for the same the 
last of October. As these teims aic moie advantageous than the 
cloth would be sold for in Persia, it is agreed to accept of them 
accordingly.* 

Bombay Government Diary, 20th October 1735 ; Received a letter 
from Mr. Hugh Bid well enclosing bill of exchange for Rs. 2814- and 
G1 pice being the amount of 2U bales ol tannahs bought for the use of 
the island wliicli lie icady for a conveyance. As regards the bill drawn 
on Suiat Factory not being immediately accepted, to prevent any 
inconvenience hajipcning by the like in futuic he desires vvm will give 
ordcis that lie had a good parcel of the Byiampauts and Guinea 
stuffs in waieliousc and hope to complete the investment in time, and 
dcsiicd our oidcrs to forward the same hither.® 

Bombay Government Diary, 22nd October 1735 : Read the letter 
fiom Mr. Hugh Bidwell of Cambay received the 20th instant Tliebill 
drawn by him in favour of the Picsident and Mr. Lambton for 
Rs. 2814' and 61 pice the amount of 20 bales of tannahs bought for 
the use of the island, being presented is accepted and ordered to be 
dischaiged.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 29th December 17‘1<7; The 
general stoiekeepcr representing a want of 400 pieces of daiigri as 
likewise led an^ white goats’ skins, 15 corge of each, as those last 
received from Suiat weie all black instead of those sorts which u'cro 
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paiticulaily indented for, it is diicctcd tliat the Chief and factors at 
Sill at be oidcied to compl}* therewith by the first nppoitunity ^ 

Bombay Goveinmont Diar 3 ', 15th Januaiy 1T48* llecciicd a letter 
from the Cliiof and factois at Suiat, infoimm^ ns that the goat skins 
they sent down on the 7th of Octobci and 27th Novembei last, neie 
eoufoimable to our indent of the lOlh August " 

Bombay Goicinment Consultation, 20th March 174S It is agieed 
that ne uiitc to the Chief and factois at Suiat to send hithei 60 shawls 
of soits and 6 OO jnecesof duttys wanted foi the sen ice of our waic- 
liouse.® 

Bombaj' Diaiy, 2Gth Deccmbei 1774 : On the 2Gth December 1774 
'■aine to hand by palatmr a letter fiom the Resident dated the Rid 
Decemlxn in which he desiicd us as soon as possildo to send 200 
pieces of scailct pci puts toi the use of the Nabob of Onor.* 

Bombay Lcttci to the Coiut, lOthMaich 1677 • Whensoever your 
ships come out not full laden, we think it w ould be very necessary to 
fill up the icmaindcr with sea coal This mil not only be neecssaiy 
stoics of filing in case of a siege or wai w'lth our ncighhouis, but lie as 
usciul upon any other occasion as these countiy coals, being in a 
manner as cheap ^ 

Couit of Diiectors’ Letter, 121h Match 1730, paiagraph 51 • At the 
request of scvcial persons conccincd in sending out coral, fearing that 
their letums in diamonds may not be advantageous, w'c haiengiecd 
to peimit them to pay the produce into our cash, foi which w'C diicct 
(if they desire it) to give them bills of exchange upon us, diaw n in 
the usual foim and teim at tw'o shillmgs and six pence the rupee ® 
Couit of Dncctois' Letter, 15th March 1734;, paragiaph 63 : The 
coial mcichants ha\ c repiesented that they labour under some haidships 
in that tiade, so as not to ailoid the present duties payable on that 
article upon exportation from hence and at our settlements abroad. 
And being willing on our paits to secuic that bianch of tiadc in its old 
channel, w’c hereby direct that j'ou charge only four per cent duty 
(for oui account) upon all coral and coial beads impoitcd at your place 
or at Suiat, and that our Fiesidcnt (instead of two and a half) take no 
more than tw'o per cent commission tor his shaie.^ 

Couit of Directors’ Letter, 6 th January 1738, paragiaph 76 • As 
coral IS sometimes consigned 3 'our wraj', on its paying the duty of foui 
pel cent on the sale (as it docs at Port St Geoige) you must grant bills 
upon us for the produce, on its being paid into our cash at two 
shillings and five pence the rupee, oath being made theieto.® 

Court of Directors’ Lcttei, 30th June 1769, paragraph 11 : This 
paragiaph revokes the license foi the traders in coral impoiting (in 
England) gold or silver in specie or bullion, duty free ® 
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Court o£ Directorb^ Letter, IBtli September 1769 ; The coral mer- 
chants have jiresenled a memorial to us, desiiing' we would facilitate 
the means ol having their remittances made to them in return for their 
coral. We cannot make a particular exception in their favour fiom 
our general oiders respecting the remittances, but recommend it to you 
to consider them as entitled to every indulgence in this respect, and if 
you can open any new channel for furnishing them with diamonds, or 
can contribute to the safety of their transportation to our settlement, 
you will render a very essential service to this country, which is much 
benefited b}' their commeice.^ 

Couit of Diiectors' Letter, 7th February 1772, paragraph 30 : It 
having been repicsentcd to us by several of the traders in coial that 
when any coral manifested for Madias or Bengal has been landed at 
Bombay from any of our slups, it has been customary for the Governor to 
draw the usual commission at Bombay. As the like commission is 
charged on the sale of the coral at the place it is oiiginally consigned 
to the traders arc put to a double expense in that icspcct Of this 
we do not approve and therefore direct that the Governor of Bombay 
do in future desist from charging any commission on such coral as may 
be consigned to Fort St. George or Bengal and laden on any of 
our ships bound from hence to Bombay. Care must be taken that 
such coral be sent roimd agreeable to its consignment on one of our 
fieiglited ships, free of any charge to the merchants who export that 
article from England.® 

Coiu't of Directors^ Letter, 11th March 1713, paragraph 31 ; Copper 
bearing so good a price as Es. 72 a cwd;. our late President and Council 
acted light in dcbiring Bengal to send a thousand 7 /ia}is on the 

Bombay Government Consultation, 9th October 1776: The Presi- 
dent lays before us an account of the copper belonging to the Honourable 
Comiiany now remaining in warehouse amounting as particulai ised in 
the said account to the very great sum of Rs 19,1:3,948-2-19. He 
pioiioses as the only method to prevent the impoitation of the article 
by prii ate merchants, owing to which the sale of the Company's 
copper IS greatly obstructed, to raise the miport duty to 20 per cent 
both at this place and Suiat. This is agreed to as ive think it a better 
method than a total prohibition, and the necessary orders must be 
issued for this purpose.* 

Bombay Government Consultation, 7th November 1777 : Read a 
letter fioni Sir. Andiew Reid that he has found by experience tliat the 
advanced duty of twenty per cent laid upon the copper imported at 
tins place has proved totally ineffectual to answer the end we intended. 
Notwithstanding every effort there is no possibility of preventing 
this article fiom being introduced mto the country not onlj' from 
Surat but fiom^ Daman and several other ports As by persisting 
in demanding this duty the Company will be deprived of the customs 
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they miglit loeciic if the duty w.asmoic modemto, A^ilhout lOaiiing 
any benefit to uoimtcibalanra tins loss, it is uii.iiumouslj' iL‘i-ot\cd to 
lower the dutj' to 30 per cent not only on ili RohVs coj) 2 ici, but on all 
that may in lutuie be imjioitcd ^ 

Bombay Government Con«iilt.ition, 26lb Noscmbei 1777 : A qinn- 
tity of old copper liannjr been exported fioni hlokha, the Custom 
hlastei requests to luiow u lictlicr the ad\ .meed duty is to be lei led 
thereon In icply he is acquainted that this duty ii.as meant to 
prevent the importation of copper of Eiiroiie ivlncli cannot be effected 
by the old coppei in question, on which he is thcicfoic to leiy ouly 
the former duty of six pci cent," 

Bomba}* Letter to Court, 10th hlarcli 1677 : We c-m dispose '"Jr i'J 
or 50 small guns yeaily to vciy good profit Lot not tl.“vi bifc^’-t be 
above 8 or 9 cut. and let 25 or 30 he fiom 1 to 3 cwt eac 'h. M e can 
also sell 20 or .30 small nnchois fiom 4 to .... weight each 

Comt of Directors’ Lcitci, 11th March 1712, jianigiaph 35 TJic 
fall of lion by Large imports to Rs 68 a lliandi we must eiihniit 
to, not doubting the markets will mend as theie is gicat coiisiiiiiptiou 
constantly of that uscfnl merchandise * 

Bombay Government Cousiiltation, 29th Soptembci 1736 : As it 
hath heoD maliciously and unjustly’ insinuated that too large an abate- 
ment n as made foi the damage on (lie Iloiioiirahio Compaiiy’’b elephantb’ 
teeth sold last }*car, to picvcnt any* looni for susincion of tliat kind for 
the future, the Setietaiy' is directed to ga\c imbhc notice that nc will 
make no abatement for any* teeth that may be cracked, but oiily foi 
such as me under Height But that the bnyeit take them with all 
faults aud that the pui chasers may have no* loom., f oi com])lanit, the 
mei chants aie at libeity to view tlio goods bofoi'e the E.alc uhicb he 
ready in the warehouse Sor that imipose " 

Couit of Diicetois’ Letter, lltb Maicb 1743, paiagrajib 37 ' By* 
encouraiJiDg profits on cleiihanls’ teeth and the iciy laigc stock on 
hand ha'ing a quick vend, ho are induced to siijiph' you with .lU that 
■was 2 'rociuahle on modciate teims ® 

Bombay’ Government Consultation, 25th Januaiy’ 1742 The 
President opens tlus meeting uith acquamling the mcmheis that liis 
pnnci 2 ial design in calling them together was to considci on the means 
of tianspoit for our Honouiahle Mastcis’ elephants’ teeth hUicIi wcic 
landed at Tellichciiy fiom the Godnlpkm and lately’ hi ought liithei on 
the Onslow In Consultation of Hie 12tli inst.int no piopooed sending 
tliese teeth to Surat on some of the ciuizcrs But as at present fmm 
the unmhers of the Manlthis said to he in the ncighhoinhood, and the 
uncertainty’ ne aie under of their designs so vaiiously ie 2 )oitcd, it 
cannot be thought pi udent to divest oiii selves of the countenance ot 
our vessels by employing them on any’ distant sen ice On the othci 
hand the forwaidmg the teeth so as they' may’aiiivc before the exliect*’'! 
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Bengal shipping (who possibly may bring some) will be a moans o£ 
advantage m the sale. He had theiefoie been induced to have recoin se 
to Ml. Sterling supercargo of the ship Pitnce Edwaul now m poit 
who is bound hither, and lie declanng liis readiness to carij’ them 
without any claim of freight, he (the Piesidcnt) leaves it to the consi- 
deration of the Board ■whether it maj* not be eligible to embrace this 
oiler of conveyance. The Boaid reflecting that should tins oppoitunity 
be slipped, w'c cannot pietend to sa}' ivlicn another will present asfiom 
w'hat jiremised it is certain our vessels cannot be spared at least whilst 
those rumours subsist, therefoic agiecd that the elephants' teeth be 
laden on the Ptnice Edwaul with all possible expedition. And, for the 
bettei secunty of the ship, that the Jio7nhay and Prf,fo>afion grabs be 
ordered to see her as high as St. Johns (Sanjdn) which is thought far 
enough to *Beeure ' her against any attempts of the enemy and then 
return to their station of the Breach and Mdhim bar.^ 

Court of Directors' Letter, 1 1th March 1742, paiagvaph 36 • Lead 
fetching an cxtraoidinary good price, we have sent as much of that 
article as our ships could conveniently carry.® 

Suiat Diary, 22nd August 1719 : Our brokers have brought in 
several parcels sail cloth which we have agreed with them for at lls. 21 
per corge of 400 covits. The same is now sorted and made up into 
1 2 bales to be sent to Bombay.’ 

Bombay Government Letter to Surat, 7th August 17.31; We dcsiic 
you ivould send some sealing wax for the Secretary's ofllce.*^ 

Surat Letter to Bombay, 14th August 1676 : The juice of tobacco 
3 'ou arc in w'aiit of, is not here piocuiable at this season of the year ; 
but w'e have by this bearer sent you 7 seis of China roots.® 

Bombay Letter to Surat, 23rd Februaiy 1726; Prondc and send 
us down as opitoitiinity shall ofEer 150 bales of 1500 mans of tobacco of 
the flist second and thud sort, 50 bales of each ® 

Court of Directors' Lettei, 21st Januaiy 1703, paragraph 6; This 
paragraph directs to send them by every shipping laige samples of the 
sorts and colours aud prices of all woollen goods vendible, and all other 
Europe commodities ^ 

Cnuit of Directors' Letter, 4th June 1703, paragnaph 30 ; We 
recommend to you to use your utmost endeavours in promoting the 
yend of our woollen and other manufactures as much as possible, we 
being obliged (as you will see by the Charter) to export yearly one- 
tenth pait in the pioduct and manufacture of England. Wherefore 
advise us yeaily what quantities and soits of goods we shall send. 
In this be very particular, and though it be more trouble to us here 
in purchasing them than bullion, and also to you, putting them off, 
yet we should not omit sending as much as can be vended, although 
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they should produce no more th.m bullion, because of the ndvnnt.'igc 
'\\hich the expense of our ovrn manufacture bungs to this n<ition.‘ 

Comb of Directors^ Letter, 21st February 1717, paiagraph 27 
This paragraph is a contmuation of the order foi patterns of the 
colouis and soits of woollen goods ' 

Court of Diiectors’ letter, 29th March 1717, paiagraph 26 We 
have often acquainted yon that ne must send out quantities of noollcn 
goods yearly to India in piopoition to our cxpoit. Therefore the first 
care is to get it off, and leave empty waiehouscstoicceive what comes 
the folloiving year. The next is to get a handsome price for it , bnt so 
far as the cheapness mil enlarge the eonsumption on your side (so as 
not to pre]ndicc the sale of what we send to other paits), we could be 
content to let it go at a less profit Othciwisc you ought to make 
the most of it, first taldng care all goes off from time to time.® 

Court of Directors’ Letter, 4th November 1719, paiagiaph 23 : 
This paragraph is a continuation of formei orders for sending home 
patterns of every species ot woollen goods, to de=ciibc the colouis 
liked or disliked, and to mention the bale number and mark ot the 
cloth it was cut fiom, and by what ship with the invoice price , if of 
the stuffs, the number of the liale, the puce, and by what sbiii * 
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Section V.— Industries. 

1. VEAriNO. 

Tlic following; extracts relate to tlie encouragement of cotton and 
silk w'eaviUg on tliC island of Bombay * 

Surat Letter to Bombay, dated Swally Marine 24th October 1672 : 
The 12 bales of baftas, manufacture of the island, are received onshore ; 
the 40 or 50 bales that (you) may have more in readiness we eould 
Wish they were sent ofE to the ships as they return to you ; but if that 
cannot be, w'c ivill have it in remembrance to appoint some ship to 
leave room for them.^ 

Surat Letter to Bombay, 15th February 1676 ; This is to desire you 
to send us up an accoimt how many coige of broad and how many 
corge of naiiow baftas you can make against next year on the island 
of its own true and pure manufacture. For ive do not dcsiic that 
your broker should endeavour to bu}' any cloth whatever in Bi'oach 
Cambay or other bazdis as formerly he did of his own head and without 
orders. For theicby the Company’s investments here have been hindered 
and the price of cloth raised upon them. We would have you keep j'our 
Avoaveis to their fineness, goodness, strength, and price of their clotli, 
such as used to bo made w’hen the President was there ; for we arc fully 
assured that if you look well to them, the island can aifoid as good 
cloth as any made in India j also we would have you encourage the 
weavers so much as possible. This affair we heartily commend to your 
serious considerations.^ 

Surat Letter to Bombay, 14th June 1676 : We formerly desii'ed 
you to send us an account of bioad and narrow baftas we might expect 
from you as the pure manufacture of the island, but you ha\e hithcito 
omitted it Wc expect it in answer hereunto,® 

Surat Letter to Bombay, 4tli November 1676 ; Notwithstanding 
W'o wiote you long since to sand us an account what calicoes and 
other Europe goods wc might expect from you, yet hitherto you have 
omitted it. We must needs complain of much neglect in the calico 
investment. We aie assured if you and your biokers there would be 
as industrious as you ought in inviting and encouraging iveavers to 
settle with j ou, that manufacture of calicoes w'ould be increased much 
more than it is. We desire you theief oi e seriously and earnestly to take 
this affair into your consideration and to use all 3 ust means possible to 
invite and encourage weavers of all sorts to inhabit on the island. It is our 
opinion that seeing the country of Shivdji and Deccan is harassed and 
much ruined by the ivars,if you did employ some peisons to invite the 
Aveaveis of those paits to come over to you, they would gladly accept 
it only for a secure livelihood sake. Wheieforc use your endeavours 
heiem We give you notice that it is the Company’s particular direc- 
tions to us to procure as many daiigii weavers to settle on the 
island as we can in legaid that commodity is .in request to whom 
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also we would liatc jou procure .as many p.tiitk.i weavers aa a on ran j 
foi they also w ill bo iieccsMry ; and nssiiie yoiirsohcs wliat indii«try 
and inircmnty j'ou cmplo3‘ in this afT.nr will Isi well e-tceinoil In' tour 
Honourable Jl.isters and In* oursehrs. For a our Iwtter suppl.v of 
cotton jam for the kecpinr: the said \\c.ncrsat work we sh.ill send joii 
dowai b}' the a considerable p.arcel of ll.ijainii tarn which will 

bo with toil in a few daj's after receipt of this letter, whereof what is 
propel to Iw delitcreil out to the wca\ CIS for the niakinj; any sort of 
calicoes lit for lJurojic abotemcntiontHl, W’o would hate j'ou »o disj’OSf of 
and the reimindcr l>c sold to theCompinj ’sbe-t advantasre Jit the mean 
time fail not to pel reidj* what hiftas bioid and n.irrow 3011 h.ne 
proiiditl for Ihipkiiid to be sent up bi- the Jlvhf, whom 3011 must not 
fail to desp itch to soon as 3011 eoii\cniciitl3' tan that the poods may 
arriNc tiiiich’ with us and th.at the Jlouih max' Iw serviceable in Iidiiip 
the ships Otherwise the Comj'in3' will bo put to the charpo of 
hiring boils To this end 3‘ou must (piiekcn 3’our dull and dilatorx' 
brokci Giidliar, who too much wants a spur in all business that rekites 
to the Compan3 ‘ 

Surat Letter to Bombaa*, 11 th Xovcml'cr 1CT6 ; "We now send 3-011 
the Hoinh laden avith 65 parcels of R.ij.lpiir cotton 3. am, iiiMiico 
whereof goes cnclosexl amounting to Hs and IS jiicc. The 

said cotton 3-arii 3*011 must dispose of among the weaxers on the Lland 
to Ihj made into calicoes proper for England.* 

Bomb.a3* Letter to the Comt, Slth .Taniur3* 1 ®'” ‘ 
year sent up to Surat aboxc SOOO pieces of b.ift.is .all made 1)3* the 
xxc.ixers of the island that have been nidiicoil to come and inlMbil 
here, formoil)* the brokei foi his credit’s s.ikc dcccixed usxxithC'nnl«3’ 
cloth instead of BomKa3*, This docs but hinder the Surat inxestnicnt 
though xvobelu’xc it not xerx* cheap, 3-et siipiioso it not cxtnonlinarx* 
dear, the xx eax ci s’ charges of 5 pei cent enhancing the pike, "Inch 
Lainiotx'ot lie icnioxcil, thex* at hist xx-anling cncoiinageineiit to their 
icjiair hither. Be«idos that, we liaxe hopes to make cloth chc.ijicr than 
hitherto, there haxing not licen an3* factors w-ho Inxo had judgiiicnt to 
oxcisoc such a w oik and d.iiL to supcnnlcnd the xx rax era, huthaxe l>een 
forced to coiitidc in the broker xvho jicrhaps max* l>o as honest as others, 
3 ct fexx* or none of that piofcssioii, if business l>c xx hollx* ciiti lifted to 
them, but wall pav thoniselxesextraoixlinanly foi their puns. IVhercaa 
xvo do noxx* intend xvlien xxe can procure fitting persons (the island lieing 
at present in great xx'ant of able f.iclors) to set them oxer tlie xxc.xxcrs, 
xx'ho shall dclixeroiit the cotton h3* xx eight, learning hoxx nianx* threads 
go into ox cry piece, reccixing it again "hy xx oight and t.ilc of threads, 
and allowing so much per piece for w raxing .iccording to its fineness 
which is hilt a small m.ittcr and c.isily learnt, and there c,in he no 
dracit or ox 01 -reaching. This xx-c esteem a xerx* nceessaix* xvork. 
}Vo haxo great hopes to gixe your Ilonoiiis much satisfaction in the 
incicase of the cloth inxcslmcnt on the island, though wc find it 
difliciilt to induce w-eaxeis to leaxe their ancient li ibititions, it Udng 
iiihaHl in all people to esteem no place like home. Yet if xvc do not 
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fall out with Slnvdji, we dare promise three times the quantities as this . 
year sent. We are induced to say if no quarrel liappen between us and. 
Shivaji, because we shall be foiccd to make the gieatest part on the 
other side of the Bay, about 2U miles up the rivei of Sdlsetto, wheio 
we have ^ot together a good paicel of weavers whom we cannot yet 
jiersuade to come over, though we have hopes in time to effect it. How- 
cvei tlie 5 per cent w'hich w’e now put upon the cloth for weavers will 
he taken away, instead of which we must pay 2 per cent to Sluvdji 
and peihaps *2 or 3 per cent moie for chaiges j yet if W'c paid 15 per 
cent, it w’lll bear less tlian the expenses of any factory. Then it 
will be objected, the cloth is bought by tliat expense cheaper than the 
island cloth. To this we answer that we have yet piobablc hopes to 
equalise the cheapness of other factoiies' cloth. For, besides the leasoii 
above given, w’e have hopes to have our cotton yam come cheaper to 
us than it hithci'to has done ; so that at leastwise to make it stand 
in competition or suipass any of the Gujai^t cloth, if not come very 
ne:ir the puces of Rdjjtpur and Karwdr,^ 

Bombay Letter to the Court, 17th February 1677 : We have the 
promise of lialf a scoie silk weaveis to come and inhabit heie, but with 
this condition that the Company build them houses and be obliged to 
take all their silk off for three years. We are thinking of a better 
medium if your Honours so approve thcicof. Their silk we dare promise 
them shall go off without troubling the Company, which we can ong.age 
persons now to do j but there will be no such occasion there being 
inoie consumed and bought up here than they can make. I’or their 
houses let there be half a Xeiaphin custom put upon each piece w'hicli 
in shoit time wnll leimburse the Company for wdiat they shall lay 
out. Please to send your ordcis concerning this particular.® 

Surat Letter to Bombay, 12th Match 1677 ; We also recommend 
your endeavouis to invite silk w'eaveis to inhabit on the island and do 
approve of the overtuie you make touching this affair. Still we 
would rather have your pautka and dangn wesivers settled on the 
island, for it wull be more to the Company's advantage to have 
calicoes than silk manufactured on the island.® 

Bombay Letter to Surat, 27th March 1677 : We arc not unmindful 
of invitmg cloth weaveis so w’cll as silk, but it is very difficult 
procuring them. There is a parcel at Bimurly (Bhiwndi) wdio have 
])iomiscdto weave us a good parcel of cloth tins year. Wo shall tiy if 
we can .win them over by dcgiees * 

Surat Letter to Bombay, 22nd March 1677 ; We have had so little 
assistance from you in supplying us wuth bioad and uariow baftas for 
our Europe investment that w'c arc not a little ashamed to find our 
hopes of that necessary manufactuie so much fiustuatcd. The grand 
fault and obstruction wheieof w'c cannot but impute to the bioker 
Giidhar who, we justly fear, is not so faitliful and zealous to our 
Masters' intcicst in this and other paiticulais as he ought to be. 
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'\\'c n;^iiu rrniiinl jjiu of tin*- most iinporfnril affair .aiul (Ichiro to know 
Axliat iin.iiilihbo ot liroad anil narrow luft.i'? we may dejn-ml iijion Iroin 
yon tills (Ini Hc iii.ay «;o\ern niirpclics nti onIiii!;h . Also ho 
dfsiri- to kiuiH hIuI Iiojk”. %on li.^\o of scltliii" the tlani,Ti ami 
jMiitk.i iiucclincnt on the i^Liinl ami how that affair mat licst Im 
nianaifLil.* 

IJinnhay Lc-ltor to Snmt, Sitl April 1677 ■ We wore nlnajs minrlful 
of oil! flotli iiiM'^tnient wliuli wc look iijion to he one of oiir i>ririei{):tl 
loms'rn*.. Oiir htukor lia«jnoini«isl to set re.iily in tins pl.iei' all made’ 
in dll' iM'iml. AhonL 6000 piece! of broad and narrow li.iftas hc 
fijimerly nd\i=cd of the Hea\eis of llimurly (liliiHiuli) hIio tlioujr|i 
ne caiiTiril prci.ul Hith them to emne and dwell licre, jel they Ime 
]iiomised to Mip]-]^ ns \mIIi a jjiiod quantitv. We intend (u see a 
iiiiisler of li.ilf dozen pii‘i*e‘- and iici.orilin'rlj" procci'il in it. JIoh much 
we flnll jjct there wenn' not able to ad\nse, hut bhall foiward Hut 
iniC'itment with all onr diligence.® 

Sni.it Letter to Uomh.ay, 2'Jlh May 1677 : The Company in their 
Iclleij! oterlnml do nd\he that the calieoee sent off late irom llomhiy 
aie lery dc.ir. Unices thej' can he made hotter and prociircil cheaper, 
it will he to tlu’ir los« to have .iny m.idc there At this wc cannot 
hilt admire and Itchevc it Eomc abuse in the hrolcei, Hhereforo wc woiiVI 
Imojmi look after him mme dihgontlj m the fntiue It i* the 
Company 'fc de'iro that all then hift-i*! broad, nairow, and ft' tifl/tv Ihj 
imule Imt 2(IJ co\i(<! long the old dimensums, which oulei 3 on must 
ohbon'c for wh.it cloth j'oii make liercaftei.' 

Hominy Letlei to Surat, 27lh •Tune 1677 : Ponecrning the 
dcainc«s of Honilnv cloth wc cm onl}' s.i\ tins that the brokei 
1.13 E the fault ill the di.iines> of the cotton 3 am which Avas alw.a} s the 
Comiiin3'^&.aiulm\oic«'ilalR*: SorRs. 1] the pound, moie than it was 
AAOilh 01 moie than he t'ouhl provide it for m P.ill.m or Raj.iiiur 
He likewise complains imich of the deailicss of (his R.ijilpnr yam now 
tent Wc shall make what pieces aie njion the loom and alieidA’ 
WOAC and what 3'.aiii is .alrcad)' made into lengths for the waste of 
the cloth e.miiot he remedied, hut what ib made m the futme shall he 
but 20 *. comIs long * 

Homhay Letter to Sumt, Ctli December 1077 : "Wc ha\c la!lc!i 
ahoaid the Sttc<'c^\ IS hales of nomha3 liattas, Me should liaAC 
liroenred a far gre.alcr qimxilit3’ hut that the wc.iacks luii all away 
fiom ]lmiuil3' (Rliiwndi) where A\e weic pronutscd a i>-iod paicel. 
As to thou goodnesb we must IcaAO the goods to spc.ik for thcin- 
Bchcs* 

Comps Lcllor to Surat, IStli August, KiS.*! ■ We Iuac seen some 
cotton hint stockings said to he made at Goa and Hoinkiy A\hich cost 
llioic .about 12<7 to IGd pei pan and soiiie Imei to l&il \ pioiide foi 
ns aoo dozen of men’s ditto stoclaiigs and 100 doren of women’s, njion 
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the aud clieapc&t terms you cau and o£ different fineness, some of 
the meanest and some middling', and some of ilie best tliat aie ubually 
made.^ 

Conit's Letter to Surat, 16tli Novembei 1683 : Set up in Bombaj- 
the manufacture of Icnitting cotton stoclcings sucli as arc usually made 
at Goa and send us four or five lumdred of lliom of sevcial soils most 
fine.® 

Court's Letter to Surat, 7tli April 1G84 : We consider that Broach 
is as cheap a place for the bujdng of cotton wool as any place wo know 
in India, and we consider tliat a gicat deal of it may be bought for a 
little money and may be tiansported by some of our ships to Bombay 
while they he still in Swally Hole ivithoutany change (charge ?) to us ; 
!ind thcicfoie we do lecommend to your consideration the sending of 
40 01 50 tons thither, to be put out to spinncis and weavers to be 
made into such sort of cloth as the pool people upon Bombay can best 
pciform. If such a thing weie Icnown to be intended and" that such 
work Avould be constant upon the island, we aic apt to ]icisuadc 
oni solves that many good sinnuers and wcaveis would lepair fi'om the 
mainland to that island, especially if you kceji always such a stoic of 
paddy and iice by you that the price may lie moderate and no danger 
of seal city. We know it is not easy to fall into a right method for 
delivering out cotton and receiving our own. again pistly in yjiin or 
cloth j but it IS not impossible, we having long piactiscd the same thing 
by silk at Cassum Bazar wheie we have peons expeit at it who do ease 
our Chef and Council of much of the tioublo.^ 

Court's Letter to Surat, 7th April 1684; Besides cotton send some 
proper silk to Bombay to be wrought into manufactuic such as they 
can best perform ; but let them not be made so strong as those of 
Thdna, wluch by reason of their strength were gieasy. Let none 
have our work but such only as will become inhabitants upon our 
island of Bombay, and pemuade all you can from the main to go over 
and settle at Bombay upon the terms of having constant work.* 

Court's Letter to Surat, 7th April 168 1: Agree with all oui- 
workmen (at Bomliay) in sillc and cotton (which we hope with j'our 
caic and contrivance may pr®”^ to be very nUini'Jlaj'.-J to take half then- 
pay in lice at the Compauy'^rice, the otlicr half in money. When we 
speak of iice before in thislwtor, wefiequcntly mention the Company's 
puce, but have not told you n-hat that is, neither can we tell yon. Tliat 
must be set f i om time to time by yourselves as the assize of bread is at 
London by the Lord Mayor and" Court of Aldermen, at such model ate 
rates that we may be suie to bo paid foi the charge and fieight of our 
shipping, rent of our stoichouses, olliceis' and labouiers' wages in 
receiving and delivering, 10 per cent interest for our money, with some^ 
allowance foi waste and spoil that will sometimes happen by veimin or 
otherwise tliough you do what you can to pi event it. Great caie 
must likewise be taken that the storekeeper you trust in this business 
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be a right careful and honest man nhom ivc will liavo to pa'i lus 
account of Btorca nitli oui book-keeper once in e\ cry month and the 
balance and remainder thereof ahvaj’s monthly cnteied in your 
Consultation Book that our Council may alwais have a lecuid before 
them foi uhat wo luic in store, as tliej' haie of our cash.* 

Bomliay General Letter to the Company, 29 th December 1GS6 • TIub 
inland didfonneilyicndaconeidciable quantity of Europe raanufacturcf. 
as broadcloth, porpetuanoes, and lead, and it uonld be conicmcnt Mith 
things weie in tlie n alehouses for sale, by mIulIi means it uouhl diaw 
trading to the island, and adrance the customs yearly. Ileic is of 
late many silk w e.i vers and others tome fioin Tliana and Chaul , and 
if encouragement is given, tliey inll daily come from other parts to us 
Tlie Portuguese meicly tjuannise over those pom people and exact 
such great taxes and customs fiom them that they fly from the cities and 
principal places of trade.” 

Surat Diary, 2nd December 1719 : Beceived a letter fiom tlie 
Pic'iident and Council of Bomliay, dated the 2Jth ultimo, advising that 
on complaint of the weaveis the tannalis (warp) provided by oui brokeis 
lieing dearer tlian usual they will send tliom up to bo ictumed ® Thev 
also diicct samples of the several sorts aud colours of broadcloth with 
jiropcr remarks thcicon to bo cent down and iccommcnd the speedy 
piovision of Guinea stuffs and the Niceannees foi the Europe shipping.* 

Bombay Government Consultation, 25th January 1724: .Tinoji 
muhUJam and other weavers pebtioning tlie Board to be advanced 
Rs 6000 for making a piovision of raw silk the ensuing season and 
for la 3 ’ing in batty for the season for tlicir families, tlicir account on 
the general books being now almost clcaicd, it is agiecd that w e .idvuncc 
them that sum.' 

Bombav" Government Consultation, 2nd October 1724 : The Kalyiin 
weavers having brought in 2598 pieces of Guinea goods, which on 
examination appeaxmg to be better than muster, thej' aic accoidingly 
accepted of ; and the Accountant lajmg before the Board their account 
cuircnt wntli the Honourable Company, theic is a balance due to said 
weaveis of Bs, 1518 1 qi. 20 rosj it is directed that the same be jiaid 
them and agrrod t*’"' J.tisaiv-i^Anest w’c advance them the sum of 
more.® ' - ^ 

Bombay Gorcinmeut Letter to Surat, 24th .Tammfj' 'IT^o^Our 
weavei's are in want of the cotton j^arn we formerlj' directed to bo. 
provided at Cambaj' ; renew your oiders to oni factor theie tliat it be 
scut us with all expedition ^ 

Bomliaj' Government Letter to Surat, 6ih March 1725: Wc must 
not omit to remind j'on of sending the cotton j-um we formerly 
directed by the first convejiuice, our weaveis here being in gieat want 
thereof for carrj-ing on that manufacture agreeable to the contract 
made with the Ilonourahle Companj’.® 

> PnTi Dpp Court’s L Vol J of ICSl - 1CS3, 81, S3 

= Slc Out L H 4 of inrr - 1G87, 42, 43 

* Pc? aljo-.c under Iuiporl>i, nu evtnet repanlincr Cambay tdnnMis for the use of the 

iflind * Surat Tact. IJiarj Oil of 1719-20' * Pub Diarv 2 of 1724, ‘17. 

' I’ub Diarj 2 of 1724, 123- 1J4. ■ Surat Fact, Diars 612 of 172.4 - 1721. 

* i-ural Fatt DiaT> G12 of 1723-1725. 
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Boml)aj' Governmeui Letter to Surat, 7tli Febinary 172G ! Our 
wcaveit) arc in 'want of 500 pieces of blue eottou thread, each 33 gross, 
uliich do you give Mr. innes directions to provide and send hither by 
the first opportunity that oflers by anj’’ of your boats or sloop.^ 

Bombay Goveimncnt Consultation, 31&t J^fay 1728: Jdnoji 
mtihhiam of the weavers, employed on making Bombay stuffs, presents 
a petition in behalf of Iiim'^elf and otlieis setting forth the hardship and 
l 0 ‘!S will accrue to them if the Honouiablc Company take not off their 
hands the quantity of those stuffs for making of whieli they had 
provided themselves with materials, the tannahs os part thereof being 
bought of the Honourable Company at an advanced price which they 
have no other means to dit-posc of but to the Company cxeept at such a 
loss as they are not able to bear. They do therefoie pray as they have 
loft wherewithal on their hands to make aliout 400 piece*, we will take 
into consideration the lelieving them b}' taking off tliat qiiantitj* at the 
Usual price of Us. 7 a piece. Tliis their case seeming to be as they 
represent it, that the materials remaining mth them cannot be otherwise 
applied than in making those stuffs except to tlidir very gveat loss, it 
is agreed the said weavers be so far considered as that we accept of the 
said quantity of 400 pieces or thereabouts at the rate of Bs. 6^, 
liroinded they be made equally good with those abcady icccivcd." 

Bombaj’ Government Consultation, S7th August 1731: Uixm 
iccciviiig orders by the Duke o/ Cxmhcilaml to send home no more 
coloiucd goods, the wcaveis formerly encouraged to come hither foi 
the malaiig of Bombay stuffs were forbid making any such as it was 
apprehended that those goods woio included in the general prohibition. 
The mnhhlnm of the said weavers petitions the Board setting forth the 
distressed condition that they and their families are in for want of 
employment, winch chiefly consisted in making the said fabric and 
humbly implores we would take then case into considciation and permit 
them to deliver into the Company's warehouse such a quantity of the 
said goods as they shall bo able to make hereafter at the usual jiriee of 
Rs 7 a piece, as the only means of supporting them and their families. 
Debating on tins petition, the President observes that on the Windhnm’st 
departure for England ne look such of the said goods as they had then 
icmaining m their hands in consideration that they had jiaid the 
^^jCompaiiy 10 per cent on the cost of the matciials whereof the said 
goods were made, but paid them no more but Rs. CJ per ineco for the 
same, and proposes to offer them the same price for such a quantity as 
they shall Ix! able to make before the dcpaituic of the next returning 
ship for England. Accordingly the mukddam is called in and 
acquainted with the saidpioposal. But he pleads that several materials 
are much dealer now than formerly as well as all manner of provisions 
and tlL-it he cannot possiblj' abate auj' thing of Rs. 7 at which rate he 
makes it appear the w'oikmen get no more than 8 pice a day At length 
he is biought to accept of Rs. G-14-0. Though the said goods are not 
specified in the list of investment now ordered fiom England, yet as no 
fault has been found with those that were sent by the TFuid/ian? and 
that by compljung with the weavers' petitions we shall employ a great 
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nnmlxir ot poni hili.iliitnnts on (lie i<-Iaiu1, li isngioeil (Iml ivo .icccpl of 
Mich a (iiiaiitiU of ihe ‘•aid as lhu\ f-liall I)C .ihlc to dclivci into 

the \\!iiolioii‘C to the l‘;t of .Tanuaiy next (1732) and the naiehon'c- 
Kcc|ici IS dncctcd lo iccei\e thoniaccoidiiiply, and that nepne diuctimis 

10 llic nniLiitUivi to coiitiniiu niakinp the ^.ud slufts until he has oideis 
to the contmrj * 

Couit of Diicclois^ Lcltci, 7tli Slaich 1733, para S‘l • TJic 
small ipiaiititics of I’oinUiy slnfTf, tin nod to a hotlei accniint than aiij* 
aiticlc of jiiccc goods \\halsnc\ci, and as they aio mannf.iotuicd ujion 
join island, do you cnemiiagc the nea\ei«? hy nieieasingtln* dciuaiuls. 
As then numhei is but (-mall, )ou may punni-c to take oil then 
hands as in.mvas the} can make of the same poodnc'S n-ith those r\o 
iccL-ncd this leai And law silk licmp pail of then fahiic, }ou must 
wiitc lo the ric=idcnt and Council in the 15a v to send jou annuall} a 
siifllcicnt supjily upon oui account to furnish the neavci«, obliging 
them to make a piopoition.ible allonancc in the price of the stiills.® 

Couit of Directois’ Lcttei, 11th IMaich 1735, paia 52* You 
sniiply iis mth hut a small quanlit} of Bombay stuffs jear aflei }c:ii, 
not\Mth->taiiding no have told you how well they answci. A pi cat 
numbci of neavcisaio iC'^idents in Surat and the pails adjacent, and 

11 some piopei mcasmes neie taken, some of tliem might Ik? induced to 
take up then abode on yoiu island, cspccuilly it you engage to cmjdoy 
them coubtaiitl} winch may safely be done in this .nliclc jnovided thej 
aio kept up tothoii goodne-s, as the}- tin n much beltci to account 
than any species of goods f i om j onr tide of India, "We i ccomincnd it to 
you lo nee jour utmost ciidcavoiue to piovidca laigc rjiiantitj foi tif. "* 

Boniluy Goieinmeiit Consultation, 1st Octolci 1715 • Being 
infoimed that sundi}' neaveis have dc-ei toil fiom Ahmadabad Blmlka 
and other pails mIicic the imc-lment is iif-nallj' made, and, as then «ct- 
tlmgin Bomluy nonld intimc piovc of gie.it advantage to the island, 
il IS agiccd to diicct the gentlemen at Smut lo ciideavoiu toiicisnndu 
them to reliie liilhei and to piomiso them cmploinnent and all fitting 
cncouiageracnt, adnsing us oniihat tcims they aic nilliiig to come.* 

Bomlsiy Goieiiiment Conpiilhitinii, 23id November 1735 The Sui.it 
Chief aud taclois in then lettci of lOth Noicmliei 1715 say thoj'nill 
eiideavoui to piciail upon the wcaveis>nho haicdcecilcdfiomthc 2 iaits 
.about Ahmadaliad to letiie hithei, hut they aiipiehend thej’ slrall meet 
mill some opposition thcicin fiom those who hciiclit hj' liainng the 
caic 01 insiiection of then investments.* In a snhsequent Icttei of 
lull December 1735 thej' add, hy opposition they did iiotmo.anit 
flora any of theii onn Ecirants hut fiom the of the said 

wc.iveib,® 

Bomhaj' Goveinmcnt CoiiBulhation, ”lst Deccmhei ]735:_Tlio 
mv/.ailam of the wcaveisliaviiig icquc&tod us to advance him Bs 4000 
to enahle him to carij' on the investment of Bomliay stuffs, the amount 
of iiliich will lie lopaid by tbe goods they mil dehvei in and as tlie 


’Pull Diiry 4 or 102-103 "Comp of btniid On! Vol 1 of 17 1.' -1721, 07 . 
“ Com]. oC Stanil Onl Vol I of 1715- 1721, O'l Piil< Di.u^ S -of 1731 ,35 239. 
’ Pull Dj.irj 8 of llji-Sil, 263. ' Pub 8 of 1731-35, 282 
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ndv.’iiici! to the woiiteis on the tnuliUlani's pjomi'-ine to dclivei fifteen 
hundicd pieces ol Bomliay htuil*. the following yc.n' • 

Bomkiy Goicinmcnt Con*-ultationj IJth May 1737 : In their lettei 
of 7th May 1737 the Sniat Chief and faeloib ^ay tliey had been leiy 
pi essing with Banian Patel for pi ejiaiing the timiHes of w'caierb foi 
this island, but he lepic'-cnting thcicwas nocolton^ain pioMdcd to ‘•ot 
them at nolle and pretending that they were unuillmg to come on 
nccoaiit of tho Maidtlufs, thei must defei getting them to us till after 
the rams, and no ondea\onis on then paits shall be nantmg to encourage 
tliem," 

Bombay Got eininentCoiiMiltatiou, Sill .Tilly 1737 : Jdnoji, Miii/iddoMi 
otthencavei‘>, lequcsting to lie ad\.inccd B*- .1000 for tuii^ving on the 
iiucstmcnl of Bomba} stuffs, it ik diieelcd that that sum lie jiaid him 
out of the tieasuiy.^ 

Couit of Dncetois’ Lottei, 6th .Tanuaiy 1733, paia'lC- This jiara 
iccommcnds and appioies the encoui.iging the \\e.aAcis and thereby 
pioeunug a laige iiumlici of Bombay stuffs annually.* 

Bomlny GoTeriiiiient Consultation, 30th Maieli 1733 • Jiinoji, the 
mulcddam of the wcaveis, Imung deli\cicd m Bombay stuffs ctiual to 
the amount of the money advanced him within Rs 3000, and now 
icquesting a further sum of Rs 5000 to cany on the investment of 
those stuffs, it IS oidcied that that sum be jiaid linn out of the 
ticasuiy.® 

Bombay Goveininent Consull.ition, 16th Febniaiy 1733 . Jiinoji, 
7nu1cudam of the wcaveis, aiiplving foi a quantity of i.iw silk to sup])!}'" 
the Bomba} maiuifactuics, it is agiccd to dchvci him the nine bales 
icccivcd by the Kane?/ on the lionoiiialilc Coinpan}’s account at 
tvventy-hve iiei cent advance on the invoice and the vvarchouso-kcepci 
is ordcicd to deliv'ci liim the same.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 30lh jVfay 1 739 • On tin's occasion 
of wilting to Surat, it is agiecd v\c take notice of the weavera’ 
piopusals of making e‘'ha}s lioth of the Bejutapauts and Guinea stuffs 
accoiding to the mustcis of the scv'cial soitment)) fiom Suiat, hi the 
])iospecl vve have of ictaining and liiidmg woik for those aitificeiB who 
have taken lefngo heie fiom the tiouhlc of the ncighbouimg countiies 
and aie diffeicnt flora those cm]iloyed on the Bombay stuffs But as 
we aie not thoroughly acquainted with the jiarticulav soits most m 
demand at home and consequently vvheic the Ica^t lisk may be iiin 
in inei easing the quantity oidcicd by the last lettei of investment, wo 
shall expect Mi. Lambe’s opinion in this matter bcFoic vve ventuie on 
any coiitiacl , tlievvliolcof wiiichisentiielyagiceableto onr Honourable 
Masteis’ dncctions m the 43id and 4Gtb paragraphs of theu Icttci by 
the Kakkdu ^ 

Bombay Goveinment Consultation, 30th May 1739 JiJnoji, tho 
muMilam of the wcaveis, appl}nig foi a sum to he fui niched him foi 
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canning on In’s luidci taking, it is oidcicd that Es. 2000 be advanced 
him on tliat account.^ 

Bomba}' Government Consultation, 8th August 174:0 : Jnnoji ITarbaji, 
muMilam of the weavers, requiring an adrance as customary of 
Us. 2000 for carrying on the investment of stufTs on the island, it is 
ordered that the tieasury issue the same and his account be charged 
thcrewith." 

Bombay Government Consultation, 13th Octolxjr 174*7 : Our weavers 
not being willing to contract for the Bombay stufCs under Rs the 
piece on account of the price of the raw silk being nigh double what it 
used to be ■when they undertook this investment at the rate of Rs. 6-14-0 
the piece, it is agreed that we defer contracting for them until it can 
be done on more icasonablc terms lest by consenting to laise it now, it 
should prove diflicult to lower it hereafter.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 13th June 1758 : The President 
Mr. Ricliaid Bourchier informs the Board that he has incuiied a 
consideiablc expense in bringing a set of weavers upon the island fiom 
Basscin for setting up a manufacture proper for Jidda and other 
western ports .and expects he sluall be .able to procure many more ; but 
that as he p.a}'s customs on the raw silk, cochineal, and other matciials used 
by them, he finds he cannot carry it on if obliged to pay anexpoitduty 
likewise, and dcsiiing the opinion of the Boaid as to the propiicty 
thereof, it is resolved that the same bo refeiicd to our Honoui.able 
Masters, and in ordei to encourage the manufacture which may in a few 
years become a gro.at benefit to this island, th.T.t no cxiiort duty be 
levied thereon till their pleasure is known.* 

Bombay Government Consultation, 1 0th February 1761 : The weavers 
at this place having represented in a letter to the President that they 
used foimerly to be supplied with piopcr silk and blue cotton yam by 
the Honoui able Company for making llombay stuffs on allowing 25 
per cent on the former and 10 percent on the latter, when they delivcied 
them at Rs 7 per piece, but that those and the other necessaiy articles 
are now so dear that each piece ivill stand in Rs. 101, but that if we will 
agree thereto and oidcr 400 pieces of cotton yarn fiom Surat, they 
will pay 1 0 per cent on it clesir of charges and undertake to deliver 
500 pieces within six months fiom the time they receive the cotton yarn ; 
but as we imagine the Chief and Council at Suiat may be able to 
contract for them on better terms, it is oidered that a muster be sent 
with diicctions for them to acquaint us as soon as they c.m in what 
time and at uliat price they can piovide the above number of pieces for 
the Euiope market.’’’ 

Court of Diiectois’ letter, 16tli April 1762, para 53 : You do well 
to enquire into the reasons that the contractors aie deficient in 
completing the iiwestment at Surat. "Whatover the we.avers may 
pretend, the principal contractor is the person you ought to look upon 
as deserving censure, when deficient in his contract ; and therefore as 
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B.unan Ji liiiil Liiletl in lub cngn-iomcnl*^, w c a|iino\e of jn\ir a^jiLoinif 
mill .T.i-jnimatli Toi llie jno-.oiit imo'-lmenl, llioni:liIj.iinaiiji'>.2iio]i-i>-.il-^ 
ncic .1 s-raill loallcr lowei Tiom tin*, oneom.ijrnncut ^ivcn to 
Jngann.'ith anil the piccaiilion you look ai llie ln’ornnino 1o2nr‘veiil .my 
impuilnncnls fiom Bamanji, no t-liall cxpi’cl to Uml it Ini'-licenesceuli'il 
111 a EalisC.ietoiy niamici and mlhoul any tlclicicticy, Toi tlioni-li llm 
invpclmcnt is not con‘-i'leral)le a di-aiiliointment i-. so Lii jncjinlieial .is 
it lessens tlie ^'lonsion foi ilie limeh ili“.p.itcli ul ouv sliips con-.i-jiicil 
you as ivcll fiom llio nanl of tlic {’.lo.l-. licie. Tlio BomUn ''tuff, -no 
Imt .m iiisignilicant aiticle m the list of invc'-tmont The dein.ind the 
Boinh.1} M’c.ivcis now m.ike foi thorn is so cvti.iv.igant thci will in no 
de!>ico .insivei , fitill ivc aie umnllin-r to diop cntiicly the making that 
ni.aniiractuiy in the island nieiefoie any 10.15.011.11110 ciicoiii.igeineiit 
yon may think piopcr to give the \\c.ivcis witli yon ive slnill not 
dibappiovo 60 as to leduce the Fluffs to the usual piico oi neir it ^ 

S FisifVitii:s. 

Tlio following cxtiaets contain some aocount of tlic fithencs of 
Bomhiy 

Consult.ahon hold in Bomkiy, Ist Februaiy 1670; The Coolies 
(Kohs) of this island who s.iil in sm.all vcbsels to Sniat, h.i\ing 
inefoiicda petition dcsii mg Ic.uc toespoit some sin.dl iju.inlitics ot 
coil whieli heiiig ionncily denied them they . 11 c much aggiievcd, 
pietciiding thev weio not able to sustain tliPir £.11111 lies and i>ay then 
jc.ulv t.ax to the Comi).any. The Council tbeiefoic thought it leipiisite 
(foi then encouragement) that the Dcjnity Goveinoi and Council that 
sliall be, have license to giatify tliem with sneh siii.ill ipiantilios as they 
shall think convenient, taking coitific.itcs fiom the cusloineis how 
much is Laden on each baik or icsscl foi the jncventing of abiurC.' 

Siiiat letter to the Companj', date 1 Sw.illy JLiiine 17th J.anii.iiy 
1670 ■ The light of fishing pieteiirled by the rortugiicsc is thus The 
inhabitants ot Th.ln.i, Bdndia, Karaii].!, and Chaul now' undci tlio 
roitugucsc juiisdicboii claimed by ancient custom the luivilcgi* of 
fishing 111 the open Fca and in scvia.il hays .ind ciceks belonging to 
your island. ^Yc, finding it piejudicial to youi cooleiies 01 iishiiig 
st'dvcs of 13omb.iy Waili Miizg.ion and otlici places and inucli 
incomcniont to youi people, thought good to disimtc then said juiiilege 
and secuic youi light, baling FCizcd Fovei.al Imats with then mtn who 
]iicbumcd to fifch thoic after fan waimiig and pioliibition given them 
This caused some dispute at the time, but it was faiily .iccomuiod.it cd, 
and the boat.s and men loleased on their inomises to keep in thoii own 
hounds, w'hcicunto we tliall confine them. We lioxie they w ill not molest 
hcicaftci theiein." 

Court ofDiiectois’ letter to the Sniat Picsidont and Council 7tli 
Apiil 1681: ; We do lieicby impose a veaily t.iv of one lupcc a bo.it 
upon evciy Iroat that does or sliall fish witbm oui bay, whcthci 
they belong to oui selves, Poitugucsc, or any othci imtioiij and one 


’ I’uli lUp Courrs L Vol 6 of 17fi2 - 1704, 2J> 

'PuratFact I oC lOOU- ICOG " Siuat Fact Out L 15 2 of 1C75-7G, 23 
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lip iiith fie^h Fupplies as anj' f-liall be occasionally diojipcd oft and 
those then icmaining to be cm 2 dorcd as hiicd sen ants to tlic inhaint.ints 
as tlicic shall be occasion foi tlicm.^ 

Bombay Govomnicnt Consultation, 2ist Octohoi 1706 . Tlie 
Dolliais of i^Iazgaon and Dongii having made ficquent corriplaints 
that so nuiny Kolis liolongingto those coolencs arc emiiloycd in cam ing 
p.'ilanipiins that they liavc not men enough left for the seince of the 
libheiics, thereby icndciing them incapable of paying the Ilonouiahle 
Company's pension To icmedy this foi the fiituic it is dncctcd that 
nobody (<! peimittcd to ha\e jialanqum Kolis fiom cither of the alxno 
mentioned places except such pcic-ons as aic alloncd them by the 
Ilonouinblc Companj' It is oidcicd that the icccivci of tlie lovonncs 
see that this lesoliition Iw stiicth' complied uith " 

Bomluy Government Consultation, 31 st Dccemlicr 1736 ■ And as 
Bhikii Sinay, the piesent oveiseci of the coolery at Dongii, is too 
much taken up with his business as faimer of the tobacco icnt and 
interpretci to the Mayor’s Coiiit to give the due attendance to his 
othei employ, it is dncctcd that lliistamji Doinbji be appointed 
ovciseei of the said cooler}* m his stead 

Bombay Government Di.aiy, 6th October 1738 : Account of Bombay 
cooloiy foi 1737-38 n,, q 

Amount oui.st.inr'ling for the finniri yeai (lT3G-t7) H87 0 60 
Anioant of the Inst ycai's tiihutc fiom the KuUs 1283 0 12 

Total ... 2710 0 72 

P.nd into the Tieasuiy at limes last \cnr 
(1737-88) ... 121t 2 0 

Bad Debts lost among the Kohs .. 21 2 G'> 

SciTaiits’ AVages ... . 2G0 0 0 

Balance to be collected , 1200 0 7 

Tot,al . . 2710 0 72 

Lcttei fiomthe rcceivci of tlie icnts andicicnucs Ml George Scott, 
to the Piesident and Council, SOtli Jamiaivl740: This avaits on 
youi Ilonoui foi your notice legardmg the coolciies of Miirgaon 
and Doiigii, as the grievances complained of seem to call foi some 
lediess. The usefulness of these soits of peojile lenders them so 
nccessaiy to the island in many lesjiectb, particularly that of ballasting 
shijis^ paclving of the Compan}’’s goods, and the advantages acciiung 
fiom the fisheiy business which could not well he earned on anthout 
them, induce me to believe your Honour will be pleased to take 
into consideiation a piopci encouiagemcnt in order to pi event then 
leaiung the place, iihich, notmthstanding the jirccautions taken, some 
of them have made their e=cape in mci chants’ boats, affoiding them a 
lietter pi ovision tlian the public seincc upon the spot. The palanquin 
sendee is what tlicy most complain of m which yom Honoiu will 
judge what number may be necessary for such persons of the 
Flonoiiiahlc Compan}'’B seivants whose pmplo 3 'mcnts icquiic iheii 
keeping a conveyance of this soit. If your Honour should esteem it 
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Bombay Govornmeut CoTisull.ation, Ifllh l^Iaicb ITJJ • Tlio 
Collecloi o£ till’ levenues icpiosentinp' in bclinit oC the Koli’' of Waili 
that f-eveial of thcii fishing boats wanting i epan they icqno't a loan 
of Fis 100 to be repaid in two ycai&; as it will be a lielp and 
cnconiagcmenL to thoao iiFoful pcoplOj it is agiccd to, and that tlioy be 
not cliaigcd with intcicst ' 

Bombay Goveinmeut Diai 3 ', 14th Septcmbci 1714. Account of 
Bonihiy and Mitzgaon coolery from 1st August 1743 to 31&t July 
1744=: 

IKiqaon. 

Ralnncc of the former year (1712-13) 

Puiiaion foi the l.i&t } car (1713-11) — 


Casli p'lirl in ... 

Il.ul DclUs miUcn off 
Simdiy Olinii'LS 
Halaiicc Outstanding 


B.d-mcc of 1742-43 
Pitiducc of 1713-41 


Cash paid in 

Bad Itubts niittcn off 

Suiidij' Cliniges 


Bombay^ 


• •• 
«»% 
• •• 


Ttjlal 

I 


ToW 




\ lls. 

1 

r. 

1... 3U 

2 

32 

j. . 810 

0 

50 

1... 1153 

n 

82 

f ... 872 

2 

311 

... 143 

3 

77 

... f.2 

.3 

CO 

... 81 

1 

G 

... 11C3 

2 

82 

. US 

0 

4 

... 1302 

3 

40 

, 14,70 

3 

11 

... 11.70 

3 

38 

. . 33 

o 

GO 

. . 200 

1 

40 

... 1450 

3 

44 


Bombay Govoinmont Diarj% SOtb September 171C. Ovcisccis of 
Bombay and Jltizgaon coolenes, account foi 1745-4*1=: 

Bombay, 

Balance of 1744- 15 . . ... ’ 

Scvcial tiibutu'i, pension dre of 1747-40 t 


Its '!• r- 
C7 3 7d 
2035 3 17 


Paid into the Tiensuiy ... 

Charges 

Bahiiicc 


Balance of 1744-40 
Amount ot 1745-lG 

Paid into the Tie.asiiiy 

Charges 

Balance 


Jtacffaon, 


Total ' 

... 210C 

3 25 


; . ICSO 

0 0 

• • 

272 

0 0 

... 

;. 151 

3 25 

Total 

». 2106 

3 25 


..; 82 

1 49 


. . 850 

3 40 

Total 

... 1142 

0 !)d 


. • 7j3r> 

2 0 

« . 

,. C3 

0 17 

... 

123 

3 81 

Total 

... 042 

0 08 


The account of the Bombay and Mazgaon cooleries for 1746-47 
amounted to Ks. 2851-1-71 ^ 


1 Pnh. Diarj 17 of 1744, %. - Pnb Biary 17 of 1744, 274-275. 

= Pub. JJiaiy 19 of 1740, 32,3. ^ 

' Bom. Go\ . Diaij 13th Oit. 1747, Pub, Biary 20 of 1717, 370. 
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LoUerfrom ilio Collector Mr. Bj'feldj to the President, 13th October 
i7‘i'7 ; The Moory (Mon) Kolis at "Warli have hitherto been indulged 
mth the easy pension of three-quarters of a rupee each ivilhout having' 
the least pretension to it. For notuuthstanding they have no lishmg 
stakes of their owii, still by being emploj'ed in the boats of those tliat 
have, they receive the same advantage as the Woomanys and conse- 
quently ought to pay the same pension which is Rs 1-1-50 eacli.^ 

Letter from the Collector to the President, 13th October 17'i7; In 
the district of Ma'him upwards of I'OO other side (that is across harbour) 
ICobs have settled with their families and are exempt from paj-ing any 
pension notunthslauding thej’' receive the same advantage by going in 
boats as those settled at Bombaj' who paj' annually lie. 1-0-36 
each. This I presume ought to be levied upon them, more especially 
as many le.ave the coolciy heic annually and resort thither in order 
to screen them'selvcs under that indulgence which is very jirejudicial 
to the lishery in general ® 

Bombaj' Consultation, 26th April 1748 : The Collector of the 
revenues in his above letter of 13tli October 1747, repiesenting that 
there aie upwards of 400 other side Kolis settled witii their families 
in the distiict of Malum that are exempt from iiaying any pension 
notwithstanding they receive the same advantage by going in boats 
as those’ settled at Bombay who pay annually a pension of Re 1-0-36 
each, it is agreed that in fntuie said pension be levied on them 
in like manner as those at Bombay, as otherivise the latter will think 
themselves jiaitially dealt by.® 

Court of Direetois' letter, 5th April 1754, p.ara 163 : We are in- 
formed there may be about five hundred usefiil people called coolcys 
(Kolis) on the island, who fish for tlie inhabitants in general and^ 
piocuic a supply for exportation. They give a revenue of about 
. Rs 3000 a year, aio a nui.sery for carpenters and caulkers, and are 
frequently sent with expresses to the subordinate settlements. These 
people arc said to be so much employed in can-ying palanquins that 
the fishery is much distres'^ed and the inhabitants as well as 
themselves suffer in consequence. In order therefore to remedy this 
aiiparent inconvenience, we direct that our Governor, Council, Superin- 
tendent, Mayor, Chaplains, Surgeons, and such English as have families, 
together until snchotheis of our servants as may bethought entitled by 
the Governor, be alone permitted to have cooleys (Kolis) in their 
SCI vice.* 

Court of Diicotors’ letter, 25th April 1759, para 57 : We entirely 
approve of your casing the fidiery in building small advice boats for 
our sci\ncc, and we arc satisfied tliat during the war they must be 
cxticmcly useful.® 

Court of Diicctois’ letter, 25tli Apiil 1759, paras 147 to 150 : 
If there is no barrack master noi any care taken to furnish the soldiers 
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• Pub. Diary 20 of 1747, 372. Wooinaujs Fccins to mean Kolis of OKI IVonwn’s 
liilmil ' -Pub Dmri 20 r.f 1717, 372. ' ^PqI, Piarj- 21 of 1715, 14G • 147. 
Pub. Dcp. Court's Letter Vnl 4 ot 1752 - 17.50, 1S2 
® I’lib. Dup CourL'b D Yol. 5 of 1757 - 17CI, 173. 



Chapter II 
. Trade 
Two 
1709 - 


Tish JItrKoti 
1759 . 


[Historical 

148 BOMBAY TOWN 

witli i»iovisioiiB lint that llicy icccive then pay and buy food MheiP 
they can got it, we say thii ib a mobt fchamefnl neglect Poi ccilainly 
the diERolnte will lay out their innnej in nii-ack and then they must 
lobto&uppoit themselves oi staiie But weie they all hobci and in- 
clined to be icgulai, it is well kuonn that fle^h can «eldom be piociucd 
bj' any but the prineipal inhabitants and ll=h io often as scaiee, Tlieic- 
foic we can haidly beheve yon capable of such misconduct, because 
you must not only he dnested of common luiinanity but blind to oui 
inteicst and 3'oui omi safet}*. If the comxilaiut of the bread if- just, 
thej" have been Ecandalouslj’ injured. 

To leheve the coldieis and om subjects in gcncial, we laj' down the 
following rale's nhich we expect aic immediately earned into execu- 
tion : 

Receive piopo=als for a barrack mastci to furnish the soldiers 
mill good and wliolosome food with •such allowances and encourage- 
ments as may be adequate to luc trouble. 

In like manner receive pubhe piopo«.ils foi the biead and bieeuit. 
The bakers to be subject to he.iV3' penalties inserted lu their eonliuct 
if the biead 01 biscuit is shoit in weight 01 goodness .Justices of 
Peace to hear and dotcimiiie all such complaints and the cleik 
of the market to bediiected to lie stiict in his dntj' to foiuaid all 
infoimation. If more than one liakei 15 cniplo3*cd ivo iccommend it 
as a light measuie. No eoionant .■*ci\ant to be ducctly 01 indiicctly 
concerned in this contract as tlie3' value oui scivice. 

Wo posibvol3- forbid the cxpoi lation of fish fiom any pai t of oui i'-laud 
but as hcicalter diiectcd; and it is our express oideibthat two public 
maikcts be erected foi sale of CVC13" land ot fidi, the one at Bomlu}' the 
othei at Mt-ilum. If au3' person whatcvei shall bo found to puicha'O 
fish fiom the boats 01 at an3'^ othci i>lace but these maikets, the bu3'er 
and seller to forfeit such suras as 3’-ou may" judge mil sufllccto check 
the evil. You are then pubhcl3' to settle upon irasonable tenns the 
piico of CVC13' spceics of fish, and there oui marine pavmaster may 
occa'.ionall3' bu}' the soils icquiicd foi the sailors, and the tiudcis in 
this aiticle such as thc}' want to expoit, observing alwai's th.at no 
exportation be allowed but in times of plentv. B3' the^e means our 
subjects will never be distressed. Oui Chief oi jM.'diiin iioi none in his 
tei vice aie to purchase fish but at the maikels in common mth all 
othcis As OUI President is obliged to kceji an open table and max' at 
limes 1)0 distiessed for pioidsjfjus^ foui fishing Kolis aic to be appio- 
piiatcd to Ins use and to him onl3’' ; and that this indulgence ina3" not 
he almscd, tuch Ivohs aic to wear a lu'lgc or some distinguished maik. 
The fish caught by these Kohs mil he caiiied to the Poit, not to tho 
maikot, the Piesident paxnng the maikct puce I'm the infoimation 
of ever3' one ue order tluit these 0111 legulations foi the Ixikcis and 
public maikets be fixed up at the custom houses and baiidai m the 
Fcxcial languages ‘ 

Bombay Government Comullation, £?nd Octobei 1759 • Oideicd 
that tho puhlicaliou made in Novcmbei 1757 foi establishing two 

* Tub Dtp Ctiurl’s LtUci Vol. 0 o[17o7-17bl, 197-J'J9, 
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^i&h markets in this town and two at Maliim be renewed declaiing 
w'liatover person shall be found to purchase fish from the boats or at 
any other place but at those markets, tlrat both the buj'er and seller 
shall forfeit such sums of money or be pumshed in such manner as we 
slrall think lit to order.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 23id October 1759: The fish 
market having proved a very great nuisance to the nciohbourhood 
since it has been kept under the tamarind tree near the Church, the 
clerk of the market must be ordered to remove it to a pioper place 
without the Apollo Gate.® As the eountiiy (county) is not in cash to 
defray the expense of erecting sheds for tlrat service, it is agreed that 
snincicnt money be advanced from the treasury to be icpaid by the 
country (count} ) rvhen their circumstances "will admit."* 

Letter from the rUnhim Custom Master to tire Pic<iident and Couneil, Fishiiis AbuBcs, 
Gth July 1703 : As the fisheries of Waili, Mahim, Dhdrdvi, and 
Sion hare been the subject of some consideration with the Honourable 
Court of Dhcctors, aud as fish rs of such conseciucnce to the inhabitants 
of this island and the military and marine in general, that tliey have 
thought proper to give very particular orders for preventing the 
cxporLation thereof, I did, in order to comply therewith, diicet the 
Serjeant at AYaiii Fort to send me a daily report of the importation 
of this article, which he has done ever since my first coming hither. 

As, before they are pciraitled to pass, all fishing boats bring to under 
a battery situated at the point of Warli which commands the cnti.sncc, 
such an cxamniation was not only convenient but the Serjeant could 
alwa} s he certain theie was no possibility of landing their fish any 
other way. In the same mamicr I diieetcd all boats belonging to 
Mahim Sion and Dhardvd to stop at the Milndvi and be 
examined by the Serjeant of the custom house befoic they pass up 
the liver or land their fish. A daily account tlioroof was regulaily 
taken by the Scijeant and entered in a book kept for that lairposc, 
as al«o of ivlrat fi^h has been imported from Bandia. In this way 
the actual quantity of fish of all lands brought to tins island by 
the foregoing people and from the other side may bo seen at any 
time. Enclosed is an account of tlwee months’ fish draun out 
fioni these memoranda, which I now deliver for your ITonoui’s 
sali‘>faction For although it lias long been the leceived oxriinon of 
everybody well acquainted witlr this branch of business, and my own 
in irarticular, that the Kolis have some method or other of coueoal- 
ing their fish or landing it privately without our Icnowledge, still I 
made no doubt but the above regulations w'ould effectually jiut a stop 
to the same and establish such a check on them that no evils of this 
sort could possibly continue any longer. But T am sorry to observe to 
your Honour theie is great reason to believe the Warh Kolis do still deceive 
us and that they make apractice of landing their curven(/inr6c‘) at Bsindra 


1 Pul) Diary 153 of 1750, 507 - oCS. 

- Tlie pn.nlrA tamaiinil close to Iho noitli of llic C'.-inic(lr.il apse 
' rul> Di.\iy 33 of 17.>9, 001. 

■* A'w» Biinjnl.w 7 li(i6c pluial, a fiOi aljoiita foot long nud six luclics tio.'id. It is 
(liicil and sent to tlic Dccciin, 
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mul Vc=ilva, oi Fomcltnw orothei ili‘-i» 0 ‘'C of (lieii fiili amIIihhi niir 
knowlcil^. Till'S !•. cMilenl hr ri’fifniiiij to the .ih'no a'’f.jtint ^^h''p•m 
it !■; pi nil from the l^t Octolier to tlwtll'-t Bi^viiiU i, thc\ line l.nuliil 
onh filo ciiiii'nii with a (jiiantiti of hticlv‘-hni'<. "Wlicri'is m th.it 
time the liniulm K<*hs kwe iinpoiti-'l llUi fiirn-ii' Ih-iik- nlnt 
they must lure *-01(1 nnioiif;*t the Manithus. Allhoii"h ilis ndltiviMt' m 
the-ethiveinniitlisthc "Waih Koh- «‘-inll\ ;:(it furmorli rest mnnl-’i-i'or 

ciiiveiis,it ln'iii'^thepiopci nT-oii fui tho-e ti-h lltii* it is tn lie nh't’nfil 
also tli.it IheWarh Kolis jiavetelunuslm ni\ liiue fei -I'liM'alil.iivto^etlu'r, 
hriii'jiiii' iiiilra fell kiskels cii liiiel^sJiiM. at tin- liiii' se:ii/,ii fur p-ttin:? 
cun oils Thi-deeeil ln-ini; lilamM* mme oIimku- mi .i c.iminnitnc view 
ui mic inuiitli w itii aiKithci thidii^hmit the w hi>’i'fif tlii-i carViiiij'iirfatimi, 
plninlv ciiiices they must ln\eriii;'ht ifinili r phiitv of all kiiiiK <if ti-h 
linn tliiw h.ive 'jneii an a'Cnniit of. A- J ln\e ahi'idr rcin.rkul micler 
the iilmc it is iin]>ii— ihle to 1 lud li-h an\ wlier-- mi tlii- i-l nul 

without mil knowled^i*. Soiti- iindeiii.ihli' Hit. llnul'ii Kohs inu-t luic 
icctiur-e t'l titliei nietluds ftir the M^^uery 1 tiisjii''.t they pi-.ieti-c. 
Concoininif this I ha\e all almi? eiiti rtaiiu d the {^le 'test doiiht« and 
ha\e iii'ule the 1x*-l eitfjuiry po— ihle in order to deti'el them thi'rehi 
and enliiely ineionl suih iiroeivlmy:- in riitine. But they .no fh eliwi' 
ill their nheine- .nul iii Funic ol their lohituiiis to the Jkamlr.i people that 
no positive jiroof o-in l>o ohl.nnel from them ahmil it, or any ‘.'iti'- 
f.ieloiy aiiswei e\t\pt tint they would Invc c.iuirlil more iMi if they 
could However it may lie ri'a-on ihly iiifei i eil fruin henee Hit>\ iniisl 
lia\c some eoniujeltom with the Ikhidr.i and Ve'S.liii Koh- Uloiitrinif to 
S.il-ette ai .ifoio-nd, to whom they either sdl m dilnci their INh 
uhieh aio d.iily brought oiei fioni the other side in larnc (ju.inlilns 
and «old on tins isl.nid By tin- me in's thej si'e.n to een-iilt their 
own advontai>e by keejnii" up the jnico wlneh tlun are si n-ihle would 
1 k' much le«-ened if they hione:hl the li-li to Bmnlui in iheii own ho its 
as llioy could .aflord .and would Ix' ohhjjcd to sell them ehcfipcr. Tm 
when lliev arc reifulaily «ent to luaiket in the manner the lli<nmira1ile 
Cmnp.iny luvo pointed out ro-emiifr what i- nece-sm foi Hie ni.iimo, 
«ueh .in nicic.isc of lisli must of emn^c e.uise a fall m tlv I'liee, .nul 
the mh.ihit,inl«!, niilit.iiy and maiinc, 1« all -npphed in i^eiua.il witli 
gic.itci plenty on cluMji and it ison.ihle tcuns TJiese .'•le tiiithstliat 
speik thom-ei\es and my suspitaons in reymd to the M’.iili Kolis aie 
fonndeilon the opinion of sonic wdio liavc iCi-iih d at ^r.iliim m.in}' yearn 
and on iiifoianation I haveieeciicd that they do .lelu.illy in.ike .i ])i.ielite 
of c\cli.an 5 mg tlicir fish at Chinn A'lllogi (tli.it i- Jhn villiioc)^ 
nc.ir ^'esjva lor aii.ick cicii- spinifrlido. Tin- may I jnesuinc Ihere- 
foic lie .admitted c»iiecially as the l.ii^e ijiiantity of flc^h and s.dletl 
ciiiicns th.it have been dail}' brought oi ei fiom B.indi.a, p.uticul.uly 
111 the last tliiee months, is another coiiohoratnig enciHiist,incc that 
jiioies the possilnlity th.al the Waih Kohs .no .able to c.iteh ciiivcns as 
W'cll as the Biindia Kohs, tlicu stakes being \eiy iie.ai to one another. 

I ni.ay .aUo add th.at Liiing oec.a&ion to coiniily with some dcui.amls foi 


' Cham Villigii is Jim viHigc still knonn to the loc.il Chn-tnns ns Jtiom Vill.igcni 
Jhn IS inimidi.ittly south of Vcsiin The niPniniy nf n still rum ims .it C.ip.i\om in 
the north cornci ol Jim touiliiug Vs!:.W.a Mr. 11, M, Tijitt, I. U, S. 
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curvcu for Uio marine when our TvoHs had none to pupply, I dnccted 
the custonip people to Ptop uhat came over from the Danctra side till 
the fpiantity required was made up. I’Jns had its proper effect, for 
the KoHp finding they could not as before, pass the curvens for sale at 
Bombay bi ought them on shore in plenty from the sea dining that time 
althoagh they Iiad been sent for several daj'S prc\nous i hereto and 
letuined without any, pretending that they could not get them. This 
ief.tTjetion bcine: shortly removed, few or none were landed by them 
aflcnvaidb. All ^dncli 1 submit to j'our Honour's eonsidoration, 
esteeming it my duty that I should repiesent the above that the 
necossaiy oidcis may be given to prevent in future cdls so pernicious 
to the good and welfare of this island in general. P.S . — Besides the 
1‘116 cuivens which the BiindraKohs have brought over from the oilier 
side as above mentioned, they have also sold to our Sattias (Shetiii®), 
who arc people tliat never fish themselves but follow the trade of 
bujing up the ciu'vens fiom the Bilndna and Ycpuv.a Kolis, and ivho 
arc always allowed a certain pi ice for them on condition that they 
icseive the whole of what they get foi the marine seiTice, within those 
three months 11 GO curvens moie. So that exclusive of the consump- 
tion amongst themselves, the Bdndra Kolis have caught 2576 curvens 
and tlic Y^aili Kolis only 51.5, .although the "Warli Kolis have fori y 
boats employed in the fishing trade, which is moic tlianthe Bilndra 
Kolis liavc,'allowing foi what is reserved for then sjVLir business and 
otlicr seiaaces.^ 

Bombay Goicrnment Consultation, Cth .July 1762; Read the .above 
letter from the Mslhim custom master, setting forth a gieat abuse he has 
discoveicd in the lishciies of jMilhim, Warli, Sion, and Dliaiiivi by tlie 
Kolis oiiiying the fish to Salsettc instead of bxinging them upon this 
island, by which means he is not only prevented from bupplying the 
marine, but the inliabitants aic greatly disticsscd foi this article. 'J'Jiis 
being talcen into considei.ation, it is observed that the custom master 
in Ids letter s.ays ho prohibited the importation of fith last ye.ar from 
Ssilsette dining u liich time our Kolis brought in gie.ater quantities of 
fish than they had done for some time before. This thciefoic appealing 
to bo a very proper and effectual remedy for the inconvenience he points 
out, an order must be issued to him foi this pmqiosc, though he must 
be veiy cautious that this moasuic does not distress the inliabitants of 
this island, and report to us vliat effect it may have by the end of 
December next.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 21st June 1763 : Be-ad a 
rcpoit from the committee appointed to fall upon a proper method of 
supplying tlic ganisoii with provisions, acquainting us that tliej’- have 
pi evaded upon the Kolis to consent to enter into a written contract for 
providing fresh and salt fish on ccitain conditions, and inoposing that 
wo should issue a publication prohibiting all persons whatever under 
fixed penalties fiom purchasing elsewhere but at the public^ maikets. 
Both proposals being agreed to as highly proper a contract is ordeied 
to be drawn out and executed by the Dongri Kolis, their proposals 
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being o'ltcomcd licttcr than those of the Kolis at Mdliim and Wtnli Al^o 
that the market^ may be kept undci pioper logulalions; it 1=. le^ohcd 
that two meinbei*! of the Boaid superintend eveiy month altoniatelyj 
to commence the Ist of next month.^ 

Bombay Goveinnient Consultation, 5th July 1703. A fish luaiket 
ha\nng already been established for themilitaiy and natne inhabitants, 
the comraittc'e have cndcavouied to establish one £oi the English 
families intlim the town They now pic-cnt to the Board an agreement 
they liavc made nnth some Kolis foi fishing in Back Bav foi tint 
purpose. Tins lieing appioved, a contiact is oidcicd to bo diaini and 
the nccessaiy oidcrs to be issued to the collcctoi and the cleik of the 
woiks - 

Bombai’- Goveinment Consultation, 13th September 1703 • The 
luaiing sepal ate fish marketi. toi the military, native inhabitants, .and 
famihcs mthin the town, liaving given lisc to many disputes, and been 
the occasion of much heart-burning and discontent amongst the 
inhabitants m geneial, and being thoieby mdiiced to believe one gencr.il 
maikct nail answci oui intention muchbettei, tlicEamc is agiccd to and 
oidcrcd to lie held accordingly witbont the Bazar Gate ® 

Court of Dilectors’ lettei, 22nd March 1765, paragi.aph 124 • In 3-our 
letter of tho S.ath March 1764 bj'tho Speah^ryou mention an attempt 
yon made by opening two maikets in order lliat the inhabitants might 
be better supplied with fish, nhiohnoaio soiry to find lias not answeied 
tho intent * As wo should be very glad to contiilmte anything in our 
ponci to tho benefit of tho inhabitants particulaily legaidmg fish, 
which vre are persuaded is a vciy essential article both to our ouai 
SCI van ts and the black inhabitants, ^vc ordeicd that the icrcmics arising 
fiom the fishing Eolis be laid before us. These amount to about 
Es. 1171 per annum, of ■nhioh Es 515 is paid by Kolis fiom the other 
side ; tho net produce fiom tho Bombay Kolis is Es. 3626. Part of this 
sum 01 even tho whole of it we are inclined to give up if thcieby you 
judge gieat plcntj' of fish could bo caught and biought to our mainct, 
and tbeio sold, so as all oui covenant scivants, mililaiy and marine, 
might be plentifull3' supplied at a iftisonable pntc j and the luhabi tints 
in general be also bonoiited b3' it. "Wc mean onl}' hcieb3’ to encourage 
tho fisher}" as much as possible and such of 3 our counti}* people of 
whatever caste the}' may be, as shall choose to fish foi themselves and 
then families 01 for the consumption of the island, ma}', if you think 
fit, have fice bbeit}' to do so without liemg hahlo to pay us an}' duty 
■whatever. But such poisons as fish foi exportation may still Be subject 
to any reasonable dut}' 3'ou sliall diiect them to pa}'. Wo iccommcnd 
this affair to youi dchberate consideration. If you find it does not 
greatly inteifero with any other hianch of our business, wc 2icinnt yon 


'Comp of standing Ord. Vol S of ITS'J-liSS, 220. Fnb, Ciary 11 of 1703, dSC 
= I’nli Dmv 11 of 1703, 4oS 

■ Comp of'St.'uiding Ord "Vol. 2 of 17oO-17SS, lOo-IOl Pnb Diary 41 of 1703, 
0G7-0C& Bombay to Conrl 23tb Mar, 1704 pan 109, Pub Drp licttcrs to Court 
VoL II of 1701, i0-7I» 

* Bombay to Court 23tb Mar. 1701 pari 109, Pnb. l)L'p.>Ltttcn> to Court 'Vol. 11 of 
1701,70-71 
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to do tliermn wliatevcr you think may conduce most lo the public 
bcnofit, lalnug- llie uccest-ary care that i£ the present dut.ios paid for 
fi.sluiig- be given up, tlic inhabitants may have an adequate advantage 
in being plentifullj'- Riipidied Avith tkat necessary article of provisions. 
Olhenvise our end and design in peimitting you to lehnquish the duty 
cannot be ansu'ered.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 21st January 1766; Messis. 
■William lloruby Samuel Court and Kawsoii Hart Boddain are 
appointed a committee for taking into consideiation that part of the 
Honourable Compan^'^s commands relative lo the incieasc of the quantity 
of fish upon the island, audicportlotho Board whether the proposal for 
relinquishing the icvemic arising from the fishing Kolis or any other 
method the committee may be able lo point out will answer the 
intended pnipose " 

Bombay Goveinmont Consnllation, Stli July 17 GO: Taking into 
coiisidci-ation that part of the Honomablc Company's commands of the 
22nd March 1763, wherein to promote the good of fisliciy tlicy a.rc 
2 )leasedlo agree to icliiiqiiish the revenue aiismg fiom the cooler y, we 
aic unanimously of oiiiiiion that the giving up of the same to the Kolis 
would by no means answer our Masters' good iiitcntioiis, but that it may 
be apinopiiatcd in such manner as greatly to increase the quantity of 
fish brought to market and consequently the inhabitants will be more 
lilciitifullv siipiilied cither by building well boats or granting piciniums 
to such of the lishermon as bring most lo market, and on this occasion 
the agicomeiit entered into in 17613 until the jiatels is lefcrrcd to and 
must now bo enforced ** 

Bombay Govemmeiit Consultation, 5th August 1766 : Messrs. , 
Hornbj’ Court and Boddam arc appointed a committee for forming a 
set of regulations for conducting the fisheij', and disposing in the best 
manner of the revenue arising fiom the coolery which wo have alieady 
determined to appropriate to this jiurposc.* 

Letter fiom the Committee of the Fish Market to Government, dated 
Bomba}’ 7th October 1766: Having, agreeable to your Honour's 
orders, met and taken in consideration the state of the fish market, we 
have drauni up sundry regulations regarding them which wo hercmtli 
enclose for your approbation, and aie of oinnion that if published in the 
usual manner and strictly adhered to, they will very effectually 
answer the intended inirpose. The pioposcd iiiles are given below®: 

1. That fishing boats be all numbered and the patcl and Kolis give 
ill their names to be icgistercd by the insjiector, and none suffered to 
fish without observing this rule that on their coming lo land with fish 
it bo icgularly inspected, by which means a jiroiier judgment may be 
made whether what they bring on shoic is adequate to their charges 
and labour and conclude whether they conceal or othenvise dispose of 
the best sort of fish. 
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2 . Tlic fi'-li to be ilnidcd into Biicc pncul*!, one foi Ibc town 
maikct, one foi Ibe mihtaiy, anil one foi tbulibck inliiibiliint®, all Foils 
equally alike ; aiul the women to lie ready 111 lliice coinj’aineF, one I'oi 
e.icli ict-pective maikeij aiidadiM'^ioii of money to he nude into t-e\cii 
equal numlxiv'., out oC which one niimlxji w hO'C Im 11 it fIuiU Ijc, aftci 
the fi'-li IS Fold, Fhall daily clean the maikct »£ .ill filth which they 
miist lie obliged to c. 1113 ' away and throw* into the Fca to juovciit 
infection, taking it day and day aliont. 

3. The coiistablcs of the coiintiy, till those icgnlatioiiF liaic 
piopcrly t.lkon place, to attend by rotation one to each m.iiket d.iily and 
lie .stnetlj charged to do then dut}',to ^uppiees any distuibanccs that 
may arise, or if chaiged to cany blcfoie any of His jrajcsti'p Ju'-ticos 
of Beacc any pemon or pDl^ons fo offending, and that some allowance 
may be made them foi then iioublc hciein. 

4‘. Evciy pciton Felling then fi«.li must be obliged to biing their 
fimIcs aiidtokiic with them a t-lb a 2-lb. and a .5-lb weight ‘•t.anipcd, 
and to sell thediHeiciit soils of iish bothfie-h and bait at the following 
prices of which a boaid to 1)0 affixed at c.ich inaikcl, Fjiccifjing the 
fame* r„ee<, iTCc. 
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Sorts 

Salt and DriiHl. 

Ciirvcn<;(KiilK!) , 
U hue {lOMiphrcts 
Illncl. (to 

S.i\ els als) 

Sll'is . . .. 

liuiiiini.Iiics . 

Rs qrs pice 
■1 0 0 

0 2 0 

2 0 0 
10 0 
] 2 0 

5 0 0 

R itc. 

The cor({C. 

Do 

Do 

Do. 

Do. 

OliL 1000. 


5. ^ The lioats always to land their fish at the places appointed l»y 
the iiispeetor where they shall be properly inspeeted ami oideicd by 
him to the several markets, being liist weighed by him in the gross. 

6. On any comiilamt oC insult or injustice offered by any person 
or poisons iihatever to the inspector, he will immediately oider a 
constable to cany the offender or offenders befoic one of His jMajestj'^s 
Justices of the Peace for the complaint being enquiicd into, who will 
give him such satisfaction as the nature of tlic case requires. 

^ 7. ^ ^lat any person or persons attempting to forestall the market 
by giving a greater price tlian heiein oideimor puiebasiug out of the 
maiket excepting those hereafter mentioned, shall be fined or leeeivc 
snob eorpoial punislimcnt as one of His Alajcstj^^s Justices of the 
Peace may judge adequate to the offence, and the inCornier be entitled 
to oiio-balf of such fine as may be levied. 

8. That any peisoii going to the stakes or boats from the shipping 
in the liaibour on complaint and proof the officers m command of such 
ship or ships shall ho fined as above. 

9. That 110 persona whatever shall catch any fish in Bombay or 
at Old "Woman^s Island, hut the inspector or renter who has agreed 
with him for the same, without previously acquainting the insjiector 
and the Knlis being furnished with his note, and that any one so 
offending shall be fined or otherwise punished. 

10. That fishing boats which are numliered shall be exempt as 
much a«! possible from ballasting the ships, and that the Collector 
sboiild r.ither oider tlie Kolis of Suri and other places that do not 
supply llie maikct with fish to that duty. 

11. Astlieie are daily complaints of the soldicis abusing the people 
who bring their fish to market to sell, often taking out what fish they 
])lcase for them, such offcndeis must be sent by the inspector to a 
Justice of Peace who is to inffict on tlicm such coiporal punishment 
as he may deem rca«!onable. 

12. Boats that carry drift nets are to land in Back Bay and from 
thence aic to carij'’ their fish to the market as ordered by the inspector. 

13. All fish caught on Old Woman^s Island or elsewhere in the 
Compaii) ’s own nets and boats to be for the town use. 

l‘i. A boat to bo sent every da}' to one of the moorings with a 
signal to seivc the shipping at the market price, and no person is on 
any account to attempt to beat or oUici’wi‘*e ill treat the Kolis. If 
Kolis are guilty of any misbeba\ iour, the pci son injuied is to write a 
chit to the uispccloi and send two oi more witnesses of the ciimc of 
which ihe Kolis ma} b(> accused. 
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15. That the iTispcctoi nowaj's inleifcic with the ®alc or diMsion 
o£ fish bionglit to the public maihcts pave only such as aie caught 
by his own boats and the peoplo in his own imineJiale pay ; but the 
fisheimcn oi women have the solo disposal of them at then omi libei ty 
without distinction of jieisons and fico of all lestiaint at the maikct 
imcc licicinbefoicnientioncd 

16 That whoever may inform against any boatmen fishermen or 
olheiB who act contrary to these logulations, as well selleis as bnycis, 
thc 3 ' shall eithei be fined or receive a coipoial punishment at the 
dipcietion of any one of IIis Majestj’^s Justices ot the Peaec and the 
infoiinei be entitled to one-half of such fine as may be inflicted. 

17. That the inspectoi dail}’ appoint such a nnmbei of women as 
lie may judge neces'-aiy to cany lish fiom the market to the distant 
paits of Sonitpui andGiigaonin oidei to remedy by this means the 
iiiLonvcnience the inlnbitantslningat a dist.ancc might be pubiccted to 
by being obliged to send constantly to maikct, the iiis 2 iector giving 
to such women his pcimit; and that any one daiing to act lieicin 
wathout a permit shall be fined or otherwise punished as ma)- be judged 
suitable to the offence by any one of His Majesty’s Justices of the 
rcacc 

18 That the inspector be allowed for his tiouble in the execution 
of this service lls 30 a month with a palanijuin and a set of Kolis 
foi the bettei enabling him to piosecute the same. 

19. The inspectoi to apply to the Collector for the time being on 
any tiifling cause of complaint which he may not tlnnk i>ioi)ci to 
make before a Justice of the Peace ^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 7th October 1760 Received 
the above report from Hie committee aiipornlod to frame a set ^o£ 
legiilations foi the better conducting the fish maikct, winch being lead, 
and a few alteiations made tbcicin aic ajipiovcd and oideicd to bo 
earned into exccubon by issuing a pnbbcation lequiimg all persons to 
corajily thcicwith The regulations to be affixed at tbc usual places and 
in the marine yaid foi the notice of pcojde belonging to Uic sluiijiiug ° 
Bombay Government Consnllation, IStli Maich 1707. Read a 
petition fiom the Kolis leprcpenting that the fisliciy is veiy much 
distiesEcd by the mimbei of them caiijung iialanqiiins. Oidoicd 
that the Collector onquiie into the meiits ol tins jietition and after 
supplying the fishery with a sulficieut niimbei of Kolis, distiibute the 
icmaindci amongst tbc inhabitants as nearly conformable to the 
Honomablc Comjiany's orders as jiossible " 

Bombay Government Consultation, 28tb April 1767: Read a 
petition from the patels of different Kolis upon the island, requesting 
that they may bo excused attending palanquin duty. But as confin- 
ing tins duty solely to the Dongii Kolis distiesscs the fishery and seems 
to be a haidshiiJ upon this caste in iiailiculai as the}' all jiay a iieusion. 


1 Puh Diarv 17 of I7GG, G23-02S. 

= Comp of hUntliiip Out Vol 2 of 1750-178?, 151. Pub. Diar\ 17 of 1766, G07. 
» Tub Durr 13 of 1707, 107-108 
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il i*. iL“-olvi‘J fifty Koli's fiom the other castes Iw likewise rcciuirecl 
to <li) llr"'. tiut.y.‘ 

lic-maiJrs- hy the committee of accounts on the fisliciy accounts: 
A‘5 ihc suhanlage acciuiuf' to the inhahilants m general fioni the 
L’l-iahli.'-hiiK'Jil. ot a fi-limiikcL within the town docs noti seem to he 
a'lci|u.ite to the e'ci)en>^i‘; the Honourable Company sustain on this 
account, it is agiecd ■we locommcnd to the Hoard tliai some other 
regulation may be cousidoied of. The following is a statement of the 


lu'liil II ; 

'J'o til" nmrmiil of >-uiii1ry i1i»1mr5i']ncii(-< iin'leiii tlic jc.i» W ^fr. Batty 
to jMj to ru'ilii'i, su]i]ilu-t of iicl.^ .iiul ‘.uiidry petty ••toic^ . . . 

1 1 / : 

By ri>.h eolil from Isl 17CG to 3l<!t July 17C7 

of stuns, innulj : 

1 ^tillnnl ('toi'l-yarilj cost 

a l!o its cost 

1 r-undlL' fisli 1ioiik<i 

Vi (<5 

• a ( ••• • a ••• 

UJ l/</lls sliPcl loul 

•'ll Poiinil niid Inlf'iiouiul moirIiIs .. 

10 htlcKs 

.\ lunisp foi n. lis'i inarUit out of tlic C.i/.tr Goto ... 


Dj. 

tic. q. r 

1873 2 13 
Cl. 

12J 2 02 


J’c 

5 

70 

0 

25 

13 

10 

<i 

213 


q. r 
2 50 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
1 25 

0 U 
0 0 

1 51 


IJ.ihiuo, lii'intr tl'u net lojs Mistaincd liy the Honourable 
CiunjMiiy ... , ... ... ... • 


ToLil 


382 

13GC 


1 29 

2 21 


1873 2 .13 


Hombiiy Government Con'^ullalion, 13th October 1767: Hepoxu'sed 
ibo ivjiiiit ftmn the eumnnttce of account*:, the remarks in 1111 X 011 wexc 
oiilcieil Ins'l Council day aiul:nc now taken into couMdeiat ion, jmiti- 
cularly that u'l.iliio to the ‘■bate of the fi‘*heiy. It m ob'cived all 
the inethinls lnlUevto tiicd have piovcd ineffectual foi jnoeuxiug jilenty 
of I'nlij and ihevefoie a pioposal is now laid licfore us fox fuxiii^-hing 
this :viiele nil ccitain conditions a? entered hcre.iflcr. It i*- agreed to 
make Inal of it fm the ensuing year; uhen should it not lie found to 
answer, wo rhall endeavour to fall upon some other method '^I’lic 
Ciiilcet'U must theieforc lie oxdercd to affoxd the undci takers all the 
iissit-tanee in lii« p'lwei.'' The afoiecaid proposal is given below : 

That niiilni Smay, when heuasapatcl, did carry on hi? business 
wiy light, and «.ipj>lied the inhabitants withfi.:Ii. He also nuinaged the 
Ki<li.=, and when itu*:tainii succeeded lum thcicin, lie did conduct 
till' ni iiki't?, 10 ilnl xhcie had been no complaints icgaiding li.sli which 
was rigul.iily su]iph-“.i to that time. Some time tlieieaftcr the said 
Hust,'’iiiii j«.il sjok, and, there Iwing nobody cl^c to manage the fisherv, 
Ml. Hit\ld di'l c^■.,lhli^h the market': for thatpurpoce, making cont Met*: 
with til” Kid’s vlreh wa*. continued for a little time. MTiou the 
‘.‘id Hiistimjiik.ii.irti'.i tin.: lifo, IrV s.uis-weie employ el in his place, who 
icirg under ege are ivji able as ycL to ctiiry on the business yf that 
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office So that Ilirji Navio]i actcil in Ihoii behalf io ieco\eiing the 
Mulum penMon anil dislnbnling llic Xohs foi the genllemeu's ptilan- 
fjmns. But Hnjinoglcctcl the fish maikutnluelioce.isioneiI gio.it\Viint 
of fish. 'When .Mi. Boddam nas Collecloi ho pioposed to the Jvolis that 
if the}’’ would piovido fish foi the use of the town, the Governor and 
Council would acquit them of their peuMon uliieh thej- annually p.iy, 
amounting to lls. 1000. This the said Knlis declined Mi Boddam 
icpiesentcd this to the Boaid who appointed Mr. Batty to take caio of 
the fish maikets with an allowance of Rs 30 per month foi a palan- 
quin and othei chaiges. Mi. Batty has alie.ady eviienJcd aboie 
Rs 2000, but lias not yet been able to supply the town with fish 

The Ilonoiiiable Company have no occasion to l)c.ar so much 
chaiges upon account of the iishciics This duty i elites to the p.ilcl 
who has lugh pay and pciqnisitcs If the palel rcquiies any asi-ist- 
aiice in cai lying on his business, it ought to be niloidcd him , if be 
does not choose to carry it on, thcie is anothci pevson nlio will agicc 
to do it without cbaiging anj' more pay tlriu the patol is allowed Tlio 
following are the conditions that pei&on mil icquiie* (1) The Goiernoi 
and Council slmll oucourage the Kolis and appoint them siieli places foi 
then lodging without leccivinT anj" ground-ient from them and not 
foice them to eairy p.alanquins, and be would bung them fiom olhci 
places. (2) That the Goiernor and Council mil give him anthonty to 
prevent the Kohs selling fisli in the town but make them hung it to the 
maikets ; and if any of them sliall bo found acting contrary thereto 
the Boaid will punish or lay such fines on them as they shall think 
piopor. (3) That the Boaid allow six ':opo}'s and one Piinoe to help in 
carrying on this tionblesomc basinc&s; toi unless a inoper man shoiild 
lun aftei the Kolis continually mtli gieatcaie,he cannot Ixi able to got 
fish enough lu case Ihi. iiunngei should at any tunc have o(‘C.ision 
ioi aiMsxauce, in such case the llonouiablc Comp.any’s Colkctoi shall 
piolcel him as much as lies iu his power, (.a) That the pcison who will 
accept Bus managemeut mil agiec to supply the inhabitants mth fish 
and manage the Kohs, and will cndoavoui to find out some method to 
inciease the supiilj’ as much as possible. (C) That no fishcimcn wliat- 
soever must be pciimtted to go afi.shmg mthoufc acqiuunting the 
managci, or in dehuilt of wludi the Governor and Council mav lay 
such lines or punishments as Biey shall think piopei (7) Tlut the Kohs 
may fii-h anyuheie, except at the Bicuch, mthoubanym.mnei of impedi- 
ment from llic Ilononiablc Company. (8) If theic is any necessity a 
few Dongii Kohs are to he excused fiom the dutj' of the palanqiui.o 
upon such impel tant busmess. The above pioposals Bus poison is 
mlling to agiee to, unless Iliqi oi any other pcison will engage on the 
s.ame terms, and pi onuses to coudnet the husincss with the gicatcst c<arc 
and mtegntj’. He further lepicsents that no Euiopcan mil be able to 
cany on this busmoss so piopcily as a black man. The Euiopcan liusts 
entiioly to his servants , the black man who mil accept of it, will for 
fear ot his ciedit being lost, lake more caie and lun himself aftoi this 
buMuess and would not tiust any scivants who are only leqiuicd to go 
01 lands.* 
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ComL of Direclois' letter, 18lh Maich 17^68, paragraph 39 : It is 
very agreeable to us to find that the flesh market is better supplied 
now than for some years past, which must be of great service to the 
mihtary and other inhabitants. Tliis Ve expect j'ou will attend to and 
make an}' alterations that you may And expedient, as well as to the fish 
market which wo find has been much imjiiovedby new legulations, and 
we hojie with the continuance of your attention wdll shoitly answer 
what we wished it might be brought to.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 14th July 17 09 : The Grand Jury 
at the last Sessions of the Peace hai'ing veiy pressingly iej)icsented to 
the justices the present great scaicity ol iish, notwithstanding the 
several legulations made by 'this Boaid for these many ycais past. As 
it occurs to us that if the faimers of the Old Woman-’s Island would 
give up then lease, or at least lehnqtiish their light to the fish thereon, 
the market might he better supplied ndth this very necessary article. 
It is thcrefoie .agreed to apply to tlicm accordingly to loaow on what 
terms they will consent to either.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 29th July 1709: Beecived a letter 
fiom the lessees of Old IVoman^s Island in ausw'cr to that iviittcn 
them in consequence of our resolution at our last meeting. Tins being 
consideied, it is agreed to refer the propriety of aecciiting their proposals 
for relinquishing their lease to Messrs. Hornby, Jervis, and Fletcher 
who are appointed a committee for this puipose and to prepare and lay 
before us such a plan as they may think most hkel}' to procure a 
siiflicient supply of fish for the market ® 

Report from the Committee appointed to regulate the fishery to the 
President and Council, dated Bombay 19th August 1709 : Having in 
consequence of your Honour^s order to us under the Slst ultimo 
duly considered the inoposals made by the renters of Old "Woman^s 
Island for gi>'ing up then lease, ilicy appealed to us to be rather 
unreasonable , and having called on them, they have agieed to abate 
Bs. 500 tlieiein. We are therefore of opinion it will be most advisable 
to accept the proposals and that the folloiving plan may answ'er the 
deshed purpose of suppljdng the European inhabitants wdth plenty of 
fish Mr. John Jones, wdio is well acquainted w'lth this fishery, has offered 
us to take on him the management of the same, jnovidcd your Honour 
will for his trouble therein allow him a set of palanquin Kolis for his 
own use, and some peons to assist him in carrjdng it into execution. 
Wo therefore recommend that a patel and 25 Dongri Kolis be ordered 
constantly to attend the fishery under the direction of Mr. Jones (wdth 
the allow'ancc before mentioned). And asthose Kolis represent to us that 
they have not at present nets proper for this fishery, w’c iceommcnd 
that they be for this time furnished with them at the Company’s 
expense, as also with small boats should their ow'n be too large for this 
purpose, and that all the fish-pond walls be lepaiied for them at the 
Honourable Company’s expense. Could the w'hole or any part of them 
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l)cnuliic«l to live on llic i*.!.!™! with llicir familic'!, n-c'iie of opinion that, 
it ^\onl(l he hctlei than then icMcIiui' at Bon>rii ; and A\e aKu jiid^o it 
necc<!&.uj' that .all other poisons wliatciei should Icjiiohilnted fiom li^h- 
in" lound .about Old Woman’s Ishand s.ivc thc'-c Ivolia onlj-. When the 
fish IS caught, 3di. Jones is to aveigli it in the lump and to send it to the 
clcik of the niaiket to lie «old by the Kolis in the town maiket for the 
use of the Eiiiopcan inhabitants In wider to gi\ e the Kohs all due 
encomagement, w e would iccommcinl that all fish hi ought foi sale w ithin 
the tow n be sold at two pice per pound move tluii the picsent i.itc. 
We aUo iccommcnd to the Board that one boat fiom the Waili 
fishery dining the fishing season be diiceted to lie daily sent into Back 
B.ay with some of then piime fish foi the town use. It aiipcaiing 
to us that the cmploianent of the Imts liclonging to the Dnngn 
Kolis in Inllasting the ships, intoifeies gieatly with the fislieiy, 
we iccommcnd that the Board fiK sis boats fiom Sun C 00 IC 13 ' and 
SIS fiom Dongii foi this purpose, which the Sujicnntcndenl lias 
acquainted us will in Ins opinion be ampl}' sufiicicnt , that the)' Ikj put 
immcfliatelj- iindci the Collccloi to bo constiintlj- cmplox'cd on this 
«er\'ice onlj- ; and all indents foi balla«t he made to the Collector hj' 
the Supennlcndcnt As bj' their agi cement with voiii Ilonoui the 
Bongii Kolis aic obliged to furnish 90 Kolis for the palanquin 
senieo, wo would recommend, provided this nnmbci cannot be lessened 
foi the Ijonefit of the fisheiy, that j'oiir Honour fix then distiibiitinn 
that it be not exceeded And tlutif afiiithci niimbei of Kolis arc 
icquiicd for tins scincc, the Collector l>c oidcrcd to laisc them fiom 
Sonitpiii Kolis, the gi cater jiait of whom foi moil)' always c.iiiicd 
palanquins We recommend aUo that such additional scivants be 
.allowed to the Collcctoi and clcik of the m.aikct as will enable them to 
sec these icgiilations c.iincd into execution,^ 

Bombaj' Govcinraent Consultation, 26th August 1769; Read the 
above Icttci fiom the committee ajqiointcd to regulate the fisheiy 
.and theii several pioposils being appiovcd are oidered to I® earned 
into oxeeution Agroe.ablc thcicto the Collcctoi is dncctcd to 2 ^ 3 ' 
Rs, 2000 to the lessees of Old Woman’s Island out of the Koli fund for 
iclinquishing then lease and to let out the island again cxcIumvc of the 
fisheiy The poison (Mi. John Jones) who, conformihlc to the recom- 
mendation of the committee, is to act under the Collector, is to be 
allowed a set of jialauqum Kolis foi his ow'ii use and to have a patcl 
and tweiitj'-five Kohs with foui peons who arc constantlj- to attend the 
fishei)' ; and the better to enable the Collector and the clerk of the 
maiket to carij* these icgulations into execution, the formei is to be 
allowed four and the latter tw'o additional jieons foi that purpose - 

On tlio above mcasuio in then letter of 2.ith April 3771 the Court 
write ; Wc highlj' ap 2 nove of j'our piuchasing the lease fiom the 
faimcis of Old Woman’s Island for Es 2000 aS a means of better 
Buppljmg the inhabitants with fish; and wc iccommcnd it to you to 
adopt evciy measure tliat shall occur foi having the fish maiket i»leuti- 
fally sup 2 ihcd. ® 


i Pnl> Diarj 31 of 1709, MS - C17 
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Bomlny Government, Ooiisullalioii, 28ih August 1770 The regiila- 
lioiis made last year for cstabli'>liing a iisli market have Ijcen found in- 
clfectnal. As the town in general has been very ill supplied; it is agieed 
to peiinit of every one fishing ■wheic they may think proper, to lay the 
niaiket open, and to oblige every boat to take a ckop {ihhdp that is 
sc.'il or stamp) from the clcik of the market which must be returned 
at a particular place to be appointed for landing their fioh. Should 
they land fish elsewhere they will be fined Rs. siO foi each ofl’cncc. 
'Die Malum and Waili boats arc to take their chops from the Chief of 
Mdliim; and slicds for the sale of the fish aie to lie elected at the several 
slips which may Ixj appointed for diltcient boats to land. The palanquin 
allowance and peons liithcrto given to Mr. Jones on this account aic to 
be discontinued.^ 

Bombay Govenimont Consultation, 9tli October 1770 : As the 
customs hitherto collected on fish jnovc an impediment to its impoilation 
and is but a mcie trifle to the Honourable Compiuiy, the same is oidcied 
to be tahen off cxcejit on I id or buclcshaw which must not bo suffered 
to be impoited on anj' considciatioii." 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19lli January 1770 • Road a 
petition fiom the fishery Kolis at Dongn leprcseniing that on account 
of the new works they have been removed from theii hou'-cs by the sea 
side, and desiring that they may have a place allot led to them now 
occupied by some other inhabitants whose occupations do not ie(|uiic 
their being near the sea. We readily acquiesce theicin. But the Kolis 
must satisfy the piopiietois for their houses or if they cannot adjust 
their value among themselves, Messrs Jervis, Fletcher, and Keating 
must put such a valuation upon them as they may deem equitable.’’ 

Repoit fiom the Committee to the President, 20th October 1770: 
Enclosed youi Hoiioui will receive account valuation of the Kolis' houses 
on the lidgc of Dongri hill whidi the principal cngineei lepieseuts ho 
wants to have immediately removed, as also v.aluation of tho'-e houses on 
the spot asbigned to the Kolis for lebuilding on 'Jlus latter item 
amounting to Rs. M 56-0-21' is to bo p.aidby the Kolis themselves.* 

Bombay Govciumcut Consultation, 2Gth October 1770: Re.ad the 
above re]iort fiom the committee appointed to value the houses to be 
removed on account of the new woiks, enclosing an account valuation 
of sundry houses wanted to be immediately taken away fiom the lidge 
of Dongn lull which is oidercd to be paid accordingly.® 

Cnuit's Icttci, 28th April 1791, para 29- As wo understand 
that an old aihitrary power, which was established when the island be- 
longofl to the Poituguesc, has been exeicised in later times, and perhaps 
is m some degice still exeicised, against that most useful set of people 
the fisheimen, a certain number of them being obliged to fish in tlie 
Breach water and to act as palanquin bearers to some of the gentlemen 
in office, for the first of which duties they either receive no pay or 
Ecaiec any and foi the latter not near the wages customary, and that 


’ Pnl) Diarj 50 o£ If 70, 400 a Pul, Diary .50 of 1770, 5.19 
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they cxpolicnce olhci giictanccs it Inch miiFt not only subject tlicir 
induFtij' to imposition but tlieii pel eons to insult ami oppic-sion from 
the sepoj s or otlicisnuilioiizcd to compel them to execute such duties^ u o 
diicct that in case such gnoianccs do still in any degicc cxisl, they lie 
on receipt of tlus Ictlci cntiiclj' abolished and the lishcimcn rcle.iecd 
fiom all such servitude and left ns ficc as the otlici inhnbitauts of the 
island ' 

In ilicir Diaiy of 22nd Novcmlicr 1791 the Boaid oidei that the 
Collector must bo diicctcd to cnfoiee the nistiucbons contained in 
the aliovc paingiajili of the Coint’s Icttci.® 

The Collectoi hti. Gcoige Steiciicon’s letter to Government, 28tli 
November 1791 ;I liave duly received the cxtiact of the 29lli para 
fiom the Honourable Companj's letter of 28th Apiil 1791 and Ixg 
leave to infoim your Ilonouralilc Boaid that not any Kolis ulio net 
undoi me ha\o eiei been employed to fish in the Brciich water The 
Dolkais, uhoaie the fishing Kolis in my depaitmcnt and tliconly people 
who pos'css nets, are nei ci employed to carry p.alanquin=. TJio-e 
Kohs emplojcd foi that puipose icccive the same fixed paj- established 
for all Kolis who cany palanquins on this island , and n henever tliey 
aie employed in sueh a mnnnei as to leave their families and habitations, 
they recoil e, if onlj' foi a single dai, much highci hhntta tlian ivKit 
it is customaiy to allow Kolis lu Ihc adjacent countries The great 
opulence of these people is loo notorious to need my noticing to 
your Honourable Boaid faithcr tlinn to remaik that this oinilcncc has 
in a gicat measuic been acqnitcd from the many indulgences granted 
tlicm and winch no olliei caste of people on this island ci ci enjoy So 
that so fai fiom the Kohs labouimg undci any gnevance oi o 2 >picssion, 
they aic and alwa 3 's have lieen considcicd and ticated ns a favouied 
people.® 

The Collectoi jMi George Stevenson’s letter, IGtli December 1791 : 
Confoimablc to the oidei of join Hononi-nhlc Board of the 7th instant, 
it lb nccessai}’- foi mo to explain as bricllj' .is irossiblc the n hole busmens 
of the 0001013 ’ so far as iclatcs to nliat is nofaced m the 29th i)aragiapli 
of the Compan 3 '’B commands dated 28tli Apiil 1791 The miinhci of 
Kolis ou this island amount to 2016, of uhich numhci 106 1 aic fi'-Iung 
Kolis These Ko]i.« possess 130 boats which aie all at the command of 
Govcimncnt on cvcr 3 ’ lugent cmergcnc 3 ’ such as emhailang and 
rlisemhaiking tioops. Foit 3 ’-five of these boats aie emplo 3 'cd in the 
neap tides, when thc 3 ' cannot fi'^h, in bunging ballast foi the use of His 
Ma]est 3 '^s fleets, the Honourable Compan 3 ''sciuizeis, and such mei chant 
slups as m.'i 3 ’ w'ant it. This is all the diit 3 ’ I am acquainted inth 
exacted fiom these people h}’ Government, tliat is, 6103 * icceive as much 
as could he demanded by any other people foi jicifoiming the same 
EOivice Tlic indulgences granted these people aie an exclusive right 
to all tlie fisliei}’, not only in all water suiionndmg Hus island but for - 
several leagues out in tuie sea and wheie tlie 3 ’’ and then piopoit 3 'arc 
piolccted and seemed fiom being plundered b 3 ' piiales, 113 * the aimed 
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vessels belouging to tbc Honourable Company. On shore they are 
indulged by ha\nug the pnvilege of building their habitations on any 
spot of ground most siul-able to t!ie advantage of their business, and if 
this giound happens to be the pi opeity of the Honourable Company 
they aie allowed to occupy it without p.ai'ing any rent. They have also 
laige spots of ground gi.anted them for the convenicncj' of dr 3 ’ing tlieir 
fi*-!!, and other ground to repair and dry their nets on. Foi this 
likewise, if it be the property of the Honouiiible Companj', no ground 
rent is exacted Thus j'our Honourable Board null pcieeivc that these 
peoiile aie never employed bj' Government without being paid for their 
laboui- and that the indulgences giantcd them aie lughly bcnclicial to 
theii- pri^ate emoluments.^ 

Bombay Government Ordeis on the Collectoi’s above letter' 
Haidug now before us a desciiption of the duties exacted by Government 
fiom the MAzgaon Kolis, it is resolved in confoimit^'' to our superiors' 
late orders that the above class of inhabitants be exempted from the 
duty of palanquin bearer and that of fishing in the Breach watei, the 
same exemption to take place fiom the Ist of next month (January 
1792). As it appeals from the Collector's representation that one of the 
duties of the Mazgaon Kolis is to assist ivith their boats in ballasting 
vo«scls in tlie harboui, we judge it advisable to take the opinion of the 
Superintendent whether in the event of those Kolis being dispensed 
■with from that exaction, any inconveinence would accrue to the public 
service.® 


Tlic following is a list of the j'early lates of tax and pension lened in 
the cooleries of Bombaj' and hUhira Districts : ® 

Bomhuy nini Mdhim Goolcttei (Kolnadtia), I79S. 
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The 101 nine i'loin Ihi'' ^oulcc in 1 S 17 - 3 S ainnunted to lls .iinl 
in ISlS-l*’ to n*.. a ifil TIii <5 (iillinij nu'KM=e aii'^es fiom a lew adtli- 
tioiial liolii li.iviiiff (•iii(n((«’(l in lisliin!; and con^-eiiiieiitly iieeomo tidjjeel 
to llio lax uniiotcd on lln^ cl.i'"' ol the Companj'b 

5. S.i/.r 

In a Bondwy lelloi lo Sural, lolh Aiigu&L ItiSCi, the Di'iiiily 
Ooveinoi and Council wiitc - The J'adie Siiiieiioi of Bandra in Uic 
lime nlien j\Ii. "Waid was Deputy Goieiiioi did niidce a calt-poiid out 
of a lii-liiiig 11 aic called Bnuli bctiieen Sion and Miiluiiga, and the 
IvuIainbiB and Math ics (IllhatdiaB oi cldcis) of Sion, jraliim, Dhaidii, 
and Matiinga fay itliclongslo the Hight Ilonoiiiable Coniiiany, and 
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the fi-h was fcont to the Deputy Governor, ami that it was cuslomaiy 
foi the Deinity Governor to go .nid IWi there two or three limes a j’c.ar, 
also that Lewis Ciizado did pa}' a fellow to look after it. Upon 
iufoimatioii ivheieof an action was cntcicd against the P.'idie^^ hut ho 
leCusolh to aiipc.xr in Court and can show no order fiom j\Ir. "IVard nor 
none else for tinning the fi'-h jiond into a salt-pan. We aio infonned 
for these two yeais jiast the jian has yielded 20 tissales of salt a ycar.^ 

In 16SG, Decemher H'th, the Bombay Council w'litc to Suiat : We 
will not want salt, having enough by us on this island." 

AYith a new to enlarge and lepaii the A'’adala salt-pans a Con- 
sultation, the 27th August 1731, rceoids : The Vaddla salt-pans being 
very much out of lepairwliich pi events the Knlambis making the usual 
ijujintit}' of salt, the Piesident oidcicd a survey to be made of the 
said salt-work. It is coinputed that to icjmr and eulaige^ the 
same will lofiuiie seven to eight liuudicd lupecs. As there is a 
piospoct of salts being demanded tins )'e.ar as well as the last at an 
advanced puce, ne hope that in a little time we may be abu‘ to 
leimbuisc oui Honmii.able Masteis the ninnc}' no shall expend in this 
icpaii. Diicetcd that the piopei oidcis bo given that the same may be 
set about with all necessary expedition.® 

A Consultation, the 31st December 1733, lecoids • The Picsident 
ic]u‘esen(.s to the Board that a l.irgc quantity of the Ilonouiablc 
Company’s salt as well as that belonging to piivate people remains 
unsold on the island because of the lovolution that has happened in 
the Sidi’s country which gives the greatest vent to the salt of this place; 
the PicMdent therefoic piojioses to the Boaid to make some .'ilxitement 
111 the puce to encouiage the merchants to ex])ort the same Agiced 
that tlic President consulting the icccivei and countiy mcichants fix 
the pi ice of salt for this year as he shall see leasoiiablo and most likely 
to encouiage the consumption of the same.* 

In the matter of fixing the pnee of s.altas noted above, a Consultation, 
the 18th January 1731', records: The Picsident aeijuainls the Bo.ard 
that having consulted with the rcceiier .and the countiy mci chants 
about the ])i ice of salt the s.amc has been settled by him, namely lh.at of 
Baub, Shaikh-Misri, and JSuii at Ils. 50 per i'df> and that of A adilla at 
Its. -If) foi one yc.ar.’ 

In connection nitha request to reduce the lent of the Suii fcalt-p.an a 
Consultation, the Sth March 1743, recoids: A petition being lead fioin 
the poihons who lonti a salt-pau lying at Suri, setting forth that the 
said pan being filled in great measuic witli sand, it will not piodiice 
the same quantity of salt as formerly and inc.a]).aeitate& their paying the 
lent from them due. In futuic they request the Honourable Company 
w'lll accept the half of the actual iiroduce. 3 he Boaid observe that as the 
defect 111 the pan proceeded from their own negligence the petition is 
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reiccteil and they aic told otheis will he found who will rent the same 
i£ they do not choo&c to continue to lont it on the formci tcims * 

Bcf'.aidin}' bait icvemie the Coui't of Diicctors on the 7 th llfaich 
]7 19-50 uiite On taking: into conMdeiation that paiagiaph of joui 
leltci of the lull Fcluuaiy 17 i'), iclatin^ to the account^, of Bombay 
Picbidency, po fai as icgranls oui levenuc of ealt, and tlie icasons j'ou 
give theicm foi the diminution thoieoF, we liavc caiipcd an account to 
lie diawn out of the genei.al books foi pcvcn yeais ending the Slt-t .July 
17 ‘l -8 to he laid hefoie ii*; B3' tlus it apjicais the Compaiij'’s Pale or 
oxpoit of palt foi the first six j'c.ars (1741 - 1747 ) amounts to a medium 
of one hundicd andpeicn ‘las tliice quaitcib annually, and that the 
sale thereof £01 the list ( 1717 -lS)of thoscj-caip was onlj' thiitj' rdf. To 
.iccoimt fortius decrease of Bo \ cry in.atcnal a hi .'inch of our revenue 
3'ou allege the tioublcaat the Bouthcin poits bindeicd the export tlicicof, 
and alpo that piivate tiadcis have vended more con&idciable quantities 
th.m usual. This last if. a leason not at all iustifiable because it bo 
manifcstlj' turns to oui gicat hurt and dctiimcnt. "We theiefoie 
c.innot imagine how tlus laige piivate expoil could be caiiicd on 
without 1 our knowledge 01 eonmvanec. 

The Kulambis 01 husbandmen who manufacture the wilt and pay the 
Company a takti rent 01 moictj' of the annual pioduct of the salt giounds, 
aud aie entitled to the othei moiety for their expense and laboni, seem 
to us to liave an equal light to sell their moietj' with the Comiianj' and 
no moie. Furthei ne aio told bj’’ some of om momheis that this was the 
old standing nile or m.axim foimeily, aud generally obsened But 
nehave been acquainted that of late j'cais 0111 pci rants have made a 
practice of buj mg salt fiom the Kulambis at cheap lates and vending 
the same to the expoitciB at coiiBidciablc piofit wheiebj' oui salt hath 
been lelt on hand seij' much to 0111 disad vantage. 

As it theiefoie is incumbent on yon, and more especiallj' on us, to 
keep a watchful eye on all tliose n ho have the inspection and management 
of anj' blanch of oui icvcnuc undei their c.iie, and to cause an 
immediate onquii 3' to be made when it is impaiicd 01 sunk lou, no 
positivcl}'- enjoin and oidei 3'ou to make a stnet aud impartial enquii^'’ 
into the state of the Compan3-'b salt gioiiuds and then pioducc, and 
alpo those of piiv.ito piopert3' for the last seven 3caib, and to sot down 
in 3'our pioceediiigb thcicupou b3' wdiom the salt was iespeetivol3' sold 
' and at wliat lates, and nhat obseivationc you make to be necessai3' for 
our lufoimation. If upon the wliolc 3'ou find that our sonants, the 
Collcctois of our icvenucs, 01 the Poitugue=e stowaids of the salt 
giounds, 01 an3' of them, have been guilts' of an3'- hicach of tiubt or 
maladmimstrabon in their offices icspcctivoly (for svo are fully 
consmeed our Collcctois have Fold salt especiallv m tlie 3'cai 1747-48 
when the average pnee of salt appeals to he so high as one hundicd and 
thivt3'-thiee rupees pci ids) we curcct 3'ou to got us full icpaialion and 
sabfaiachon for the wrong and injui'3'- wo liave sustained h3'- the hicach 
of tiust in such ofEendcib, and do dismiss suspend or censuic them as 
the ciicumbtances of the case lequue, and is agieoahlc to equity and 


' Boui Gov. Ccnbultitiou 8 II 1 MbilIi 1713, Pnl) Di.ui ll» of l/Ui 07. 



Ifateiials.J 


AND ISLAND 


1G7 


good conscience, that the rest of our servants waj' Iherch}' be admonished Chapter II. 

to do nothing uiioii any account prejudicial io our revenue. Trade. 

By the geneial books it doth not aiipear what quantity of salt might Kevonno, 

remain annually upon hand to balance, and we cannot readily trace 1741 -1748. 
out the total annual export from the Bombay and Mi'ihim accounts of 
customs, so that wc direct you in future to send us a particular account 
of the salt made and sold evciy year, with the total expoii: thereof 
from the island, and the balance upon liaud, and that the same be duly 
signed and certified by the collectors of our customs and revenues to be 
a true and full account thereof. 

And we furtlier insist and order that our salt (while there is any on 
hand) be sold jointly with that of the Kulambis at such moderate rates 
and prices as may promote and encourage the export as you shall fiom 
time to time think fit to settle and appoint Also that such latcs and 
pnees shall be made public and entered in yonv Consultation book 
accoidingly. And we further ordei that tlic ICulambis be duly and 
punctually paid their moiety on such sales of salt as the money shall 
be received for the same witliout delaj' or inconvenience to them.^ 

Rcfeiring to the above orders from the Court, a Consultation of the 1750. 

16 th October 1750 records: Tlie Honourable Comjianj’ ha^^ng been 

{ ilcased to order that in futuic the puce of salt be settled in Council 
lefore any is permitted to be cxpoited, the same is now fixed, namely 
Kauli at Rs 80 per rds and all other at Rs 70. 

The same Consultation continues . The Honotu-able Company have been 
pleased to oider an ex.ami nation to be made into the exjiortation of salt 
for some years past. Messrs. Sedgwicke Scott and Lane are appointed 
a committee to insjoeet the Collectois’ books and accounts for the I'ouitecn 
preceding ye-ars and to draw out a regular account of what quantity has 
lieen,expoited annually in that time, by whom respectively sold, ahd at 
what rates. This they are to lay before the Board “ 

A Consultation, the IStb November 1750, records : Read the report 
of the committee who were ajipointed in Consultation the 16tli ultuno 
to make an examination into the state of tlie Honourable Company’s 
salt revenues j oidercd that it be entered after this Consultation with 
the account they have drawn out thereof ^ 

The following statement gives the sale or expoit' of salt for the Salt Trade, 
fourteen years ending 174 8, setting forth ujion whose account the sales 173C-1748. 
were made and the medium i.atcs jior rds fixed under the management 
of the several collectors : 


> Court to BomKiy 7tli Mar ]719-.‘50 par.'ll 5G-60 Pub Dop CourtV L. Vol. 3 of 
1713-1751, 103-200 Comp of Standing Ord. Vol 1 of lyi.l-iySl, IfiO. 

= Pom Go>. ConsulUtioii IGth Oct 17o0, Pub. Diaiy 23 of 1750, .372. 

» Pub. Diary 23 of 1750, 40G, 100-410. 
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On the 7tli December 1750, the Collcetoi Mi L.«vicnce SnluTin 
unites to Govcinment As the gentlemen appointed to examine into 
the «alt revenue have (tinoiigli an aRseftion of Dili. Scilgwiclrc) 
committed a mistake iiiejadici.il to tlic Honourable Company and of 
dipsernce to me I esteem myself undci a nece>.titj’ of giiing you this 
i rouble. In tlicgencial advices to England by -/ioM iwi n, it is said that 
the amount of 38 of f^alt cliiugcd to Mr. Byfekliu the Hali'ibui i/s 
letter, as also a difEeient amount of 31 uh insciled m the Bo'-coirru’/t 
addicss, weie Iwth luceucd fiom Mi Law lenco Suli\an the Collectoi. 
I theiefoic bog leave to assuie joui Ilonoui that the committee 
leocived no Piicdi account fjom mo nor wms it. leipiiicd Geneial sales of 
Collectoi ’s salt I did give them wdueh couM li.ave no affinity with the 
picsent question 1 el, it ive to abuses only, and the statement dchvcied liy 
me to tlic late Piesident tiom which w'a- taken tlie qii.antity mentioned 
in the Salisbun/t^ genci.il Icltei 1= nglit My lettci to the committee 
ivill clear up this jioint as al'o explain to the Honourable Comiiany the 
fixed method of exinuting salt Tlic icasons wliy the Ilonounahle 
Companj'b sides of .salt in some yeais consiflei.ibly exceed those of tlio 
husliandmen who should have a moiety, aic the debts owing liy the .salt- 
makeis, now biought on the Collcctoi’s books, which will show- an 
increase to this yeai's icvenue of Its 5203-2-97 As all this is omitted 
in the enmnutteo's i‘*iioit, T request of loiii Honniii tluit the said lettei 
which 1 here inclose mth tins my addicss may he ciiteied 111 the 
Consultations wdiciil ilattci mjFclt they v’lll sulTii icntly i indicate me 
fiom every icflcction * 

111 Sulivan's letter to the Committee, dateil the 27th Octolier 17.50 
and icfcircd to above, luns At youi last meeting it was leqimeil of 
me to anpwei in wmtmg the following questions , 

(1) MTiat quantity of salt lias been made each 3 c.ar foi li veara 
past to the 31st July 1748, 

(2) The geneial icnwins of salt foi each 3'cai, 

(3) The quantity of salt sold on the Honourable Comp.any’s 
account with the medium lates to the like iiumbei of 3'cais. 


1 
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(Ji) Tlie quantity of salt sold on the Kulambis' account. 

(5) Do. exported on inivate account. 

(6) Total export of salt 

To your first and second questions one answer will suffice. Diivate salt 
having no connection with the 'Tlonoui able Compan 3 ''’s and Kulambis' salt, 
the Collectors never did more than distinguish to the custom master 
the exports of private salt as they oceuried. Consequently it is imprac- 
ticable to give the quantities made or the general remains for past 
j'oaxs, but in liiturc jt may be done and a regular register kept in my 
office. Your tliiid and fouitli questions I can complete for the IJf years 
requiied. The fifth and sixth 1 cannot answer, because no accounts of 
pnvate exports are available before IT-l-S. However, instead of the 
14 ycais to July 1748 I shall subjoin the Honouiable Company's and 
Ivulambis' sales for six years fiom 1745 to 1750 inclusive. These give 
you fully the sales of salt on the Honourable Comiiany’s, Eiilambis', and 
piivato accounts, together with the total exports of and the medium 
prices of each year. From that statement it appears that the Company’s 
sales, or rather the amount carried to the Compalij'^s credit, is much 
greater than the share of the Kulambis concerned -with them. In explana- 
tion it must be observed tliat the Company’s yearly exceedmgs aie in part 
stoppages for 'debts due from the salt-makers which aie gradually 
leeoveied as the peoples’ abilities admit Those debts, and their lise 
and decrease in the last six years, I shall heie insert The salt owing 
to thd_ Honourable Company are debts of many years standing, for the 
Kulambis or public salt-makers have, besides Rauli, distinct pans in Suri, 
Shailch-Misii, and Vaddla. These formerly (as Rauli does now) paid 
» the Companj^s tola or fixed quantity yearly; and while that method 
held, they were annually deficient, which lir ought on the present 
regulation. The Kulambis were indebted to the Company as follows : 


Yew 

Hx*. 


Yc^ii 

Jiiiu 

1745 

.... 227 

— 

1748 

. . 204 

1746 

. . 208 

— 

1749 

.. 140 

1717 

... 179 

— 

1750 

... 122 


The rules laid dorni for exportation are short and plain. The 
rionoiiTable Company for themselves and for the Kulambis oi public salt- 
- makers sell the first two or three months or imtil about 50 rds are sold 
without admitting the private salt-makers to sell any, for this equitable 
reason that the Company’s computed quantity is annually about j us 160 
against rus lit of private salt. After the fiist three mouths to the 
end of the year the sales are invariable, namely ^rds the Company’s and 
Kulambis’ and Jrd the private salt-makers’.^ 

On the above letters, at their Consultation the 7th December 1750, the 
Board observe : Read a letter from Mr. Lawrence Sulivan with copy of 
one wrote by him to the committee who were appointed in Consiilmtioii 
the 16th October last to examine into the state of the Honourable Com- 
pany’s .silt revenue. As Mr. Sulivan mentions abuses m said letter and 
cecins to insinuate as if such had been committed in the Collectoi-’s 
office, the Secretary is dnecled to acquaint him that the Board expects 


Chapter IL 

Trade. 

Salt Tiade, 
17.35-1718. 


B •lS.5-i22 


> Pub. Diary 23 of 1750, 4G0 - 470 



Chaptei II 

Tr.ado 

Silt 'I'nilo, 
17:(3-17lS. 


Silt Pom 
riinmil, 
17.-] 


{Historical 

17i» JinMIlAY TOAVN 

lie Mill pxjilain to llicm ulial =iicli al)ii=pc an' ami l)v mIioih cPiTimitl'-fl, 
and that he &(atc the same in a c1c.it and di'-hiicl hi'lit to tla-in fm 
their nifoimation ' 

Thcicupon jilr. Suh\nn Mntc^;, the COth Deconihei 17 "lO- The 
Socielaiy by letter acquaint^ me tli.it it is ymir ordoi I explain In 
yonr Honour avh.at I Mould inMniiatc by iny nhii'a**' in nlj .a'ldrc*' cf 
the 7thinstautj ly Mhom eommitteil, as also tohtitc the same iu .i 
clear and di'-linct light, My letter mms intended to ele.vi me fioin 
dohveiing diiteicnt accounts of ^fi Hyfehrs cxccediiigsm the s.ile 
of s.ilt ; 1 n.imc him in my addrc^s and T call those oxccolmgs an ahme 
I knoM* of no othoi-s, and this being pnhho to the kite Piosidcnt and 
(’nuncil and by them delurinincd by the Si/i's/um i/* gonoi.il .uUiee- to 
England, I apprehend join Iloiionrs do not ine.in I shill meddle Mi’th 
it. In tins 1 am eontiimcd as the committee appointed hj- the h to 
I’lcsidcnt and Council in Noi ember to examine the ‘•lU icveinie foi 
nwny jv.ais past made it no jvnt of tiicii eiupnrj'. If I liaie niist.ikeii 
the oiders of j'oiir Ilonuui, iijwn notice I Mill iiistantlj’ ilraM* np 
e statement. But this indeed can onlj' he iepL'.itiiig a fact .alic.idj‘ 
IcnoM n to the nicmlicrs of Council - 

On ponising the aboic letter, the Boaid lecoid, the 21et Decembi'r 
177)0 llc.id a letter fiom Mi. Suhv.in fioin Mhieh .and his toiinei 
lettci cntcicd aftei Coneult.itiiin, the 7th instant, it plaiiilj* nppe.irs 
th.at the exccedings in Mr. Bj^feld’s sale of s;iU m 17 IS M-ns Tiilly 
« di ns, ncithci in 01 e 01 less as mentioned to the lloimumhle Ci>iii]).inj’ 
hj‘ f-liip ISali'ihm V, and to mIiicIi the committee .ipjioiiitcd in Consul- 
tation, the IGtli Octoliei, to examine into the Ilonoui.ihle Compmj's 
salt leicnne, acrpiiosco and are s.-viicfipj ■^^ith it 

A Consultation, tlie 5th Jraicli 1751, iceords- 'Hie Bond Iwhig 
met at the M.iiohoiise .nnd the mei chants attending, it Mas agreed tiist 
to put nj) the ralt pins iKiloiigiiig to the Honnui.ihle Comp inj* and 
pii\n<c poisons in one lot at the dcsiic of the meichaiits and on the 
conditions on Mhieh thej* Mere to he f.iiined out TJic conditions M'cie 
lead as fulloMs 

1 Idiat the f.nm Ik let foi fcvcii jxais cninnicncing fioin the 
1st .Time 1751 to the olst May 37.")S, and the niiiomit of the f.iini 
to be (hseliaiged jcaily on the .‘51st JIaj of each je.ir. 

2. That the fainici in considemtion of the lent ho paj .. sh.ill Ik 
at lilKrty to sell his salt foi the most he can gi-t Mnlhoul aiij* iiilci- 
I'liption .ind shall Ik alsoempoMcicd to m.ike use of all the Kiil.iiiihis 
that aie ahe.ady cmplojed foi the cailtivatinn of said -alt-jians, and 
leccivo of them the s.ilt as the Ilonoui.ihle Company used to do for 
the lespectivc pans. 

TIi.it the f.iinici shall pic'eivcall the s.iU-pans m the same 
eoiiditiun as he shall find them .at the time he leceircs them into 
Ins pii-..ossioii and at the cxpimtion of the toiin of liis faun dehvei 
them in the hUe good oidci at liis own ch.iige and cxjiciiso 

d. That the f.iiiuci shall lia\u lc.ivc to expoithis salt to am' 
poll M'hatsoevoi and likewise may sell M-hiit qiiantily he c.an foi the 


1 Bom. Oov L’uieult.otion 7H* Poi 17">0, Pul., l)i-r\ C.l nf 17.70, l(i7 
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use of this island, and no oilier person shall be aliened to sell any 
without his leave oi pcrmibSiou. 

d. That the owneis of the piivate salt-pans who do not choose to 
deliver them up shall he peiinitted to sell Ihcii salt in a one-third 
ju'oportion to what the faimers sell in the same manner they used to 
do mtli the Honouiable Company. 

6. That no one on the island sluill buy anj' salt fiom the neigli- 
boiiiiug eountiy, so long as the said farmer has any salt to dispose 
of, nor shall they let out to freight their vessels or boats to the other 
side meiebants to be loaded with salt upon pain of being fined at the 
disciction of the Governor and Council. 

7. Tliat the custom masters of Bombay and Sldhim shall not 
deal any of the salt boats without as is usual their oumers producing 
notes fiom the farmer or his officers that none of them may cheat 
the Honourable Compau}'' of their customs or the farmer of his 
money 

8. That should any of tile Honouiable Compau_>^s salt remain 
unsold at the tunc of dohveiing the said salt-pans into the possest-ion 
of the faimcr, he shall buy that salt at a inoderalc jiricc and pay the 
amount of it at the latter end of the fiist ycai of his faim, and when 
any of the faimci’s salt shall remain unsold at the cxpiiation of the 
said term of the farm, the Honourable Company or the next farmers 
shall talte the same at the late he paid the Honouiable Company for 
theirs. 

9 That as sevoial Kunbis .are in the Honouiable Company's 
debt, the faimcr shall pay into the hands of the collectors one-third 
of what money he receives for their pioportion of the salt he sells 
till their icspcctivc debts aic discharged. 

10. That the charges and expenses of covciing the salt shall be 
' on the farmer's account. 

11. Tliat should any dispute aiise between the farmer and the 
Kulambis that cannot Ixi accommodated among themselves, the fanner 
may apply to the Collector wdio mil decide the same and also give 
him the necessary assistance upon all occasions. 

After this the salt-iiau'' were put up at lls. 5000 and cried down by 
Bhiku Sinay, Ncwrelcai, and hlauoel Texeniaat lls 9725 per annum. ^ 

On the 7th h’ebuiaiy 1758 the inhabitants of the island made the 
following representation to Govcinment: Th.at they have always 
heretofore luid fice liberty to buy salt for their use, at a reasonable 
piiec as the Kunbis used to biing it to sell fiom door to door but that 
they liave sulL'eied much since the commencement of the present farm 
owing to the following reasons : 

1. Because the hiimcrs set up a shop at Mahim aud another at 
Bombay and sell salt at live res the adholi wliich araounis to Rs. 208 
the nis though they at the same time sold it to the merchants at 
lls, GO the ids or iheicabouts. 
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3 That the f-alt which they tell in those parts i^ full of caith 
and good foi nothing 

3 That the inliahitants aie obliged to go themselves to the shops 
and bung the salt they pnicliase by Hgihn oi laboiiicr&j as they hie 
at too gieal a distance fiom the shopSj which occasions a great cliaigc 
and loss of time and the salt to tuin outtothematanesoibitant piice, 
and oftentimes they have been obhgcd toictiirn without anj’, because 
tlie shops net e shut and none to be got All this the petilioneis 
humbly -subimt to your Ilonouis^ considciation, begging the new 
faimers may be obliged to sell their salt f lom dooi to dooi as hcictofoie 
ii'-nal.' 

On peiu'ang this leiiicscntation tlie Boaid ob=oivc, the 7th Bebiuaiy 
17-58 Read a lopiescntation fiom the mhabilants of the island iiaiti- 
cnlaiising the lucomenienees which they suffer liom tlio tenoni of the 
salt faimci’s lease, and being sensible oi the truth thereof, it is ngiecd 
that we icgulatc the conditions of the new £iimoi’’s coutiaet." 

A Consultation, the 14th Pebiuai}' 1758, lecoids Tlic Boaid 
lopaiicd to the tent neai the bandai and all piopnetois of the piivate 
salt-pans lefusing to faun out theirs but on the teims of the last 
contiact, the Honourable Companj'’s pans wcie icutcd out alone foi 
ateim of seven ycais commencing the 12th June nest to Vithoba 
Udlm’ji, Bhagvanji Visdji, and Ndxauii Madliavshot for Rs 8800 
per annum oi only Rs 925 per annum less, foi the piivate pans being 
exclude 1, on the following conditions being pievioiislj’ dcclaicd . 

1 Th.it the faimcrs. sliall hold the Kilt-pans foi the teim of seven 
yc-ais to commeuec fiom the twelfth da}’’ of June next and to expiie 
on the eleventh day of June, ivlnch shall be m the year of oui Loid 
1705 and 'shall pay the yeaily icnt of the said salt-pans on the 
31sl day of May of cvoiy jeai till the expiiation of the contiact. 

2. That the said faimeis foi their tionblc and cxiiense inictailmg 
salt to the inhabitants oi otlieis on tins island shall be allowed to 
leceive 50 per cent adrance on Ibc piicc it sells foi at the pans, but 
no moie And foi tbe bettci asceil.iining the said piicc, the Collector 
foi the timo being shall cveiy tiflcen days legnlate and publish the 
same for the piiicha'cis’ information 

3 Tliat the said faimeis sliall be empoweicd to make use of all 
the Kularabis that Iwc usually been employed foi the cultivating of 
the said salt-pans, and that no peison but the said faimeis shall be 
alloived to employ them duimg the months of Jlaicli Apiil and jMay 
of every year in paiticulai 

4f That the said faimeis shall be obliged to keep the following 
shops for letailing salt which shall he kept open eveiy da}' in the year 
fiom suiuise till sunset, tliat is to =ay eight shops in Bomlny "and 
its distiicts and foui shops in Mdhim and its disliicts, namely • 


1 Pub Diatj- 31 of 1738, 101 - 102 
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Salt Shops, 1758, 


Bomdai . 1 

Ma'iiix 

No. 

Fosilion. 

No. 

rOAltlOU. 

1 

Church. 

1 

MAhim. 

1 

Tobacco shop. 



1 

PoituKucsc Church 

1 

Snhnf.lo Chinch. 

1 

Mumharlcvi. 



1 

Butchers’ houses. 

1 

Wnili Naln. 

1 

Cavcl. 



1 

Gukou (Giriiaoii). 

1 

i\r.sa11y (Has.Ui) Tank. 

1 

M.l/g.lOU 



S 


4 



5 . That the said favnici's sliall ahva3's have in each of the above 
mentioned shops a suflieient stock of good clean salt to sell to the 
inhabitants or others by retail with pioper servants or attendants to 
deliver the same at anj' time •iv’ithin the above mentioned hours. 
And upon pi oof of any failuic theiein being made to the Collector 
for the time being, the said faimcrs shall be liable to pay him a fine 
of Us 5 each time, one-half whcicof shall be given to the com- 
plainant or poison aggrieved and the lemainder for the Ilonouiablc 
Company. 

G. That the said farmers shall supplj' any person or persons who 
may be employed to salt meat or fish for the Honourable Compan3’^s 
inilitaiy or marine on this island with such quantities of salt as he 
or the3' ma3’' want for those services, fiom the pans, at the same rate 
that the faimei’s may at such time sell it to the meichants for 
exportation, and shall be liable to such fine as the Prerident and 
Council for the time being may think piopor to inflict in case of 
their refusing or dclav'ing at aiy time to supply the same ivitliout 
shewing sufficient cause for it ; as likewise in case of their imposing 
on an3’' such iierson or persons in the last mentioned price'. 

7 . That the quantit}’ of salt to 1x5 exported by the said farmers 
shall as customar3’' be full one hundred nis licfore the proprietors of 
piiv'ate salt sliall he permitted to export an3\ After tins the proprie- 
tors of private salt shall he permitted to export one-thiid of the whole 
quantit}- that is exported in the remaining part of the season. 

8. That at the expiration of the new contract the farmers shall be 
paid b}’ the Honourable Corapan3'’or the next faimer or farmers for 
an}’’ Faltthe3'ma3' then liavc remaining at the medium rate which salt 
ma3' sell for in the 3’ear 17 G 5 . 

9 . That should any of the pre-sent faimcrs’ salt remain unsold 
at the time of delivering the salt-pans into the new farmers’ posses- 
sion, they shall buy it of the jircsent faimer s at the same iirice that 
they paid the Honourable Company for their icmains at the com- 
mencement of the iiresent contract, and shall adjust tlie term for the 
pa3ment tliereof in such manner as ma3’’ be agreed on, ivhen the new 
farmcis recciv^e the .salt-pans from the' present farmers. 

10 . That the new farmers shall inesorvc all the salt-jians in the 
'■amo g(»od older and coiiditioii as thc3' may find them in at the time 
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they take po«o=‘-i'on oC them at then own cliai^c anil cxpcn«c and at 
the cxjni-alion of then contiaet ‘■hall clelivci them np in like minnoi 
to the fail! Honounihle Comiiany or then older. 

11. TJiat the KiiJ fiiimcrs rfeill have leave to export llieii f-alt to 
any place whatcici and liken im inaj' <^11 nli.at quantity they e.m fm 
the ii’-e of this island No other person Ic allowed to soil salt 
pin.itely without the faimci’b lca\c and pcrmi'ssioii. 

12. Tliat none of the inliabitants of this inland shall Imy any =.ilt 
fiom the nci'ghhomingf countries so long a.*; the f.nmcts have any to 
dispose of, nor, upon jicnalty of being lined at the discietion of the 
Governoi and Council forthetime being, ■shall they let out to fioight 
their vessels or boats to the othci tide nierehaiits to be lo.idcd 
mth salt. 

13. That the custom nuistcis of Bomliay and ^lalnm shall not 
clear any of the salt Ixiats unlcs'! as usual the owniers piodiiec a 
ccitiric.itc fiom tlioii f.irmors or tlicii officers that none of them may 
cheat the llonoiirahlc Comp.iny of thcii customs or the faimcis of 
tlw'ii due. 

11. Tliat as scvci-.il of the luilamhie aic indebted to the Ilonoin- 
ahlc Companv, the faimcrs sluill pay into the hands of said Ilonoiir- 
.ablo Company's Collector for the time being one-thud of what 
money they icceivo foi the Kiilambis’ pioportion of the salt they tell 
till the Kulambis’ icspcetxvc debts aie di.^chaigcd 

15 That the cliaige of coxenng the salt pans and all other 
ehaigcs shall be borne by the faimcis. 

10 That if auy disputes aiisc Ixitivcen tlic faimeis and the 
Kulambi<? tliat cannot be accommodated amongst tliLmsclvestlicfaimere 
may apply to the Collector for the time being who will decide the 
tame and also gii e them the nccc&saiy a«>astancc upon all ucc.isions. 

17. That there being a vacant space of giound at Sh.aikh-Misii 
which will admit of more salt pans being made for the Honourable 
Compaiij-’s farmcre’ and Ivulambis' mutual Ixnicrit, the faimers shall 
lie peimittcd to make as nuiny more as maj- be judged piopei oi 
iicco>=s.aiy on their licaiing an equal pait or one-half of tlic expense 
w itli the Ilonoumblc Company. 

18 That foi tlie security of the paiTnent and the pcifoiimance of 
the conditions afoiesaid, the said faimcis shall bind and oblige them- 
selacs their hens c.\ecutois admmistratois oi I'-signsto the Pioqdent 
and Council and then snceessors on the pait and behalf of the afoic- 
said Honouiable Company, by an obligation to be signed sealed and 
dchvcicd by them on the twelfth day of June next, and the said 
famcis shall likewise liavc a countei pait thereof with the common 
seal of the afoicsaid Honouiable Compan}’ affixed thcieto.^ 

Rcgaiding leiians to salt-ixan sluices a Consultation of the 7lh 
Fchruaiy 1769 lecoids • Read a letter fiom the Collector iepie=ontmg 
th.at the ■sluices at tlic salt-pans aie much in want of lepaii and enclosing 
a petibon to him fiom the late oait f.aimeis sethng foith the losses 
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sustained by them dining the term of their lease It is ordered tliat the 
sluices ho lepaired agreeable to an estimate fiom the clerk of tlic ivoiks 
nmv laid before tins Board, amounting to Rs. 2*189-3-40, and that the 
losses sustained by the oart faimcrs being Bs. 317-2-S be made good 
to them agreeable to the conditions of then* lease. ^ 

Jf. Buildlbs axd BmimxG Materials. 

In the eaily days of Bombay carpenters and other artificers wcie so 
scarce that to a certain extent Government were forced to kcej) them 
in the old Indian position of helot craftsmen. On the 1 9th September 
1G91 Government wiiteto the Maliim custom master !Mr. W. Aislabie : 
I’heso are to enordcr you to let none of these country carpenters go off 
this island without a p.articular order from us. Similar ordois were issued 
to Sir. Thomas Lawrence custom master at Bombay and to Sei joant 
Bock at Eion." 

On the 27 th July 1695 an order to Mr. B. Sprig runs : Two iiair of 
sawj'crs accompany these whom j’ou are to employ and to allow them 
two sers of Ihichadi and eight hiij) iths a day." 

An entry in the Surat Diary, the 12th December 1719, runs: 
Wrote a letter to Seeictary Phillipps \rhich went by eight sawj^ers who 
arc sent doini by older for the Conipan 3 '’s smuce at Bombaj’’, they 
being iniprcsfccd at Rs. 3S4< for wages and Bs. 32 for way cliargcs.- 

Bcfeiriug to Suiat carpenters employed at Bombay the Smvat Diaiy 
of the 16th August 1719 has the following entry: A general letter 
leceived from Bombay of the Ith instant wherein the President and 
Council send us a mustei of Guinea stuffs and desired us to pay to 
Mr. Paiker's older Rs. 4*1 5^ for impicss (or eanicst money) advanced 
to 16 carpenters who are cmploj'od by the Right lionouiable 
Companj'." 

A week later, 22nd August 1719, the same Diary records ; 
Rs. 1'15^ paid to Mr. Lawrence Parker his order being for imincss 
given to” 16 c.arpciiters which are employed in the Bight Honouiablc 
Conipanj'^s works at Bombaj'.® 

Next j-ear, the 25th August 1720, the Suiat Diary has the following 
entiy : The Piesident and Council in their letter of the 16th instant 
diicct to impress 10 or 12 carpenters for sliip-woik at Bombay ^ 

' A Consultation, the 25th May 1733, recoids : '\Vliercas the number 
of caipeiitcrs c.iulkcrs and sawj'crs on the island is of late gicatlj' 
diminished notwithstainlmg- tlieic is at picsent a gi-cater occasion for 
them than horctofoie. "Also as it has been several times recommended 
to the oveiseers of the Coolcry of MsSzgaon to encourage the inhabit- 
ants of that \illage to bring ui) their children to those trades, as they 
aio the persons fittest for the work and soonest acquiie a knowledge 
of ciaft*', it is diiected tliat tlic Secretary write a letter to the receiver 
of the Ilonoiiiahlc Company’s rents and levenues by order of tins 
Boaid, ictjuning him to give piopei oidcis that such a number of the 
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Jlazgaon hoys ho put appicnliecs to the f c^ cmltviulcK of ciiponipis 
caulkers autl sawjci-s as to complete and Iceep up the uninhci of 
caipontcrs now on the island to twenty^ caulker,- to thiily,, and 
s.aw\ci.s to thiity, and th.at he see Ins oideis cffcc-lually put in 
o\cciition.‘ 

Regaidiiig smiths in 17*11 the Suiat Puny of the 25th .lime 1711 
iccords Being in u.int of smiths to c.*!!!! on the ncccstaiy hiismcss of 
the island, the Bombay Goveiiiment direct us to eiiileivmii to 2»if'cure 
25 to u'homuemay piomisc lla. >1* for eiciy huudredw eight of iron 
thej' may woik up and their inovisions," 

In sending shecis for coppci smiths, the 11th SLaich ITi-i, the 
Court wnte to Boinhiy: tVe have sent hy the Sandwich foiii ii.iii of 
slioeis such as aic used by the coppersmiths in England to cut coppci 
plates foi then diftcrcnt uses As they will be the mo.ins of saving 
labour, uc iccoinmcud it to yon to encourage the aiiiiiLcis to make 
n=c of them.*'’ 

In 175G legaiding hricklajcis the Bomlxiy I)iai> of the 1 Itli April 
has the follomng entry llcceivcd hy boat a Icltci iiom the Societal 3- 
at Suiat which enclosed a list of the namo^ of "6 hncklaycis sent 
hithci and advised of each being advanced lluce mouths’ paj' and 10 
day 6^ pioiiaons,^ 

Regarding &Idzgaou caipcntoi*« and othei aitificers a Consultation 
of the 22nd March 1757 dircct.s : It lieing more piopcr that all the 
Mdzgaon carponteis sawyers caulkers and diillcis should in future lie 
under the manne supciintcndcnt'sducclions instead of the Co11ccloi''s, it 
is agiecd that this icgiilation accoidhigly lake place fiom this lime ' 

To piovido caulkcis .a Consultation of the 27tli Scptembei 1757 
directs: Not lieing able to get neai a sufficient nnmhci of caulkois 
for the marine 6Ci\ace it is oidcicd that the Collector deliver o\ci all 
the ildzgnon bo}'E to the in<aiiDC supciinlcndcnt that he nu}' hiced 
them up in that business ® 

A week later, the Olli October 1757, the Bo.iid fiiitlici dncct* 
Finding thcic aic no inoic Hum five jMazgaon hois of a lit age foi 
caulkcis or b.xw 3 Cis, it is agreed th.at lasc.iis' i^aj' he alloived aiij' 
persons willing to learn ; and as those that teach them must neecssaiily 
lose some time tlieiein, that such diffcicncc of iiaj' be made good to 
them hy the nuiiinc iiaj'mastcr.’' 

A Consultation, the 5th June 1759, iccoids : The supeiintcnd- 
ent repicsenting that the present paj* allowed to caulkers is not 
near equal to that of common labouicis, and that this has occasioned 
so X eij’ gicat a xvant of those aitiGccis foi a coiisidciablc time jiast 
that some of His Majesty^’s ships as xvell as tlio JOndc, Captain 


*Bom G 01 Consultation 25tli 3Ihj 1753, Pnli Binry 5 of 1732 'll, I2')-i;!0 
= t-urit I’nct, Diary 2Stli June 17M Vol fi.30 ol 17-10 II, 109-110 Pumsl'c IIoiiii' 
Series, I 258 

> Court to Bonilia} 11th 3Iar 17o3, Puh Dep Court’s Lctlcl^ X'ol 1 of 17.12-1755, SI 

• Puh Di’tj 29 of 175B. 181 

• Bom Go^. Consultation 22nJ Mnrch 1757, Pnli Diary 30 of 1757, 93 

• Bom Gov. Consultation 27th Pept. 1J57. Puh Di.iry 30 of 1757, .108 
r Bom 6o\. Consultation Cth Oct 1757, Puh Diary ‘JO of 1757, 376 
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Fislier, were actimlly obliged to proceed to Surat this season to got 
caullfors, and being o! opinion tliat their pay being increased to a 
(jiiarper of a rupee a day will induce a sulRcicnt number of those 
ncccssai}' people to resort here, the supeiiutendcnt is diicctcd to 
regulate it nccoi dingly 

On receipt of a petition from JIazgaon artificers the Board direct 
on the 5th August 17G0 : A petition being presented in the name 
of the carpenters sawyers and other inhabitants of Jfdzgaon 
representing that they labour under several hardships from Mr. It. 
Nowland renter of that village, their petition is referiod to the 
committee of accounts for their examination.^ 

In 1765 a considciable number of carpenters wore sent from 
purat to Bomba)'. The Bombay Diary of the 2oth Maich records • 
Received a letter from Suiat dated 17th instant and served to 
enclose a list of 40 caipentcrs sent overland." 

With a view to find out a jiroper spot for a smiths* shop and 
carpenters’ yard Government appointed a committee in 1707. On 
the 2.Srd Fcbriiaiy the committee report : Having in consequence 
of your Honour’s ordeis endeavoured to fix on a pioper spot of 
giound for erecting a smiths’ shop and caipentcrs* yard, we have 
not been able to find any other within the town alls proper for 
thi.s purpose but the cast end of the Bandar warehouse, between it 
.and the Oastlo, whereon at present stands an old house belonging 
to the lieins of the late Banian Jiva deceased. This spot is in every 
lespect proper and convenient, and the amount sale of the houses 
at in'escnt made use of, which aic very incommodious for this 
.service, will we apprehend be ncaily suflicient for the purchase of 
the house which stands on Jiva’s land.* 

On receipt of the above report on the 24th Fcbiuary 1767 the 
Board order. Read a report from the committee appointed to 
pitch upon a proper spot for a smiths’ .shop and caipentcrs’ yaid, 
and they recomuicnding one at the end of the Bandar wai chouse, 
the .same is approved. The land paymaster is ordered to cilquiro 
and report what the house theicm mentioned may be puicliascd 
for, and wh.it the houses now used for a smith.s’ Bho 2 J may be 
supposed to sell for." 

Ou receipt of the land payinastci’s report on the 10th Maich 
-1767 the Board diiect The land paymaster rciiorts that the 
house wanted for erecting a smiths’ shop and carpenters’ yard has 
been valued at Ra. 5510 Tins bo is ordered to jiay to the owner 
and take possession of the house accordingly, the same having been 
estimated at its utmost value, as is the method practised in all 
cases of this kind, tliouoh the owner now delivers a petition which 
is read, desiring to he allowed Rs. 7000 for it.® 
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BOMBAY TOWN 

Concoinincr sf.nu'ity of limlwr in 1672 (Nov.-Dee) llic Siu.-it 
Couneil ■rtiitc to IJtunlny: "We Ime cons-irlcrcd your <»j eat ^^.^nt of 
tiinl>Ton the i«!.in»l hy the hindranec of the PoItufr.vU not reimit- 
linirjou the lilwily of the jxu-*. of Thiuu ^Mthout .ciich estr.i«iulin'iiy 
cii'-loms (Intie-?, Me h.i\c thcicforc for your pre-ent Fiipjilv lined a 
laiire boat tint h'ltli four pm*, anti JO men for Jl«. £10 .and *!lrill l.ulc 
her uitli thocc «:oit«.or timljcr that we have in readme-', heic and at the 
Sually Mamie. 'J'hoiif;h the eharpe lie giOiit, yet nc contidcr lour 
«»i enter 000 . 11.1008 for it and the eii ne^tne'ss you piecs mion us to send it ^ 

On the £tiid Decenilier 1672 the Surat Council write* "We are soriy 
your cndcavouri. to snjijih the i'-l.and with tiniliei ha\ 0 not yet taken 
efl'ecl. We ha\o some at the Sw.AlIy ifarine and moie at (J.iiidcii, hat 
\\c c.innot jiiotuio Iwats to carry it. "We do not tleeji m the hiisiness, 
and ivill .‘■iiiiply 3 on one n.iy or othei." 

In the niatlei of tlie siipjdv of chtinam and tiles tlie Surat Council 
wiile to Bonihnj, the 2nd .ianu.u\' 1676; As foi the ehnnani and tiles, 
we sliall cndeaioni to ti.uisjiort them to \'ou so coon as wo ean hv the 
fii-t comej'.inee that olfors. In the me.intimc we would h.\\c jou to 
oidei all lioats that letuin emptj' fiora Broach and CaniUii' to eall 
upon us for their lading and this upon a poveic pcmltj* to them who 
do not olie^ j our oidcri- ’ 

A month latoi, the Sth Fehruarj* 1676, thc^* \nitc Wchaiemoie 
diunam icadv foi you and thill send it down bj* the fust opporluiuti', 
and shall nidoi 3Ii’. Bci'iiardson to .send the s,ilfc boils from Bio.ieli 
hither to be laden w itli chnnam bricks and tiles to lie pi ov ided for them.' 

On the 17th Septonibei 3696, the Bonilmy Council wiitetoMi. 
Bmljouin and Council : Shells for chunani heic nie none, but we ha\c 
pioiidcd a <iuautit\ of t-toncs io.idj’ to be sent 3 on b\’ the liist 
coinei.incc of which wo nnilcc all out chunam heie ' 

On the Sth Mai' 17tt2, Goicrnincnt oidei Lieut. Sluiw: If 3-00 c.an 
proeme chunani at Miihini foi thiccanda hilf laiees the hhumlt, pioiidc 
wh.xt 3 'mi can of it at lli.it piicc foi the Bight llnnouniblc Coiup.in\'’s 
use; it less won’t paiclu«c it.® 

A Con®ultilion, the lOlh Dccemhei 1761, iccoid® : Thcie being a 
gi c it want of timbei on the island in gcncial and in the Coiiipan 3 '’s 
woiks in paiticiilar for m.alang gun c.iinages .nml othei scnices 
absnlutel 3 ' neccss.iiv, Pdnduji Punoc offcis his s-ci vice to pi o\ idea 
siifriciciit 4 uantit 3 ’ at the bcbt hand at Gaiidcii, nnd icqucstb in oidei 
thcicuiito that he im 3 ' lie supplied with Its. 8001), wluch is ngiecd to.^ 

Rcgaiding chuiiain and other building niateiiiils, the 26th Maich 
]7.'jo, the Court wiitc Wc absolutcl 3 ’ iuibid the pa 3 unnslcr, sloics- 


' !-urot to Bombay (XoT -Dec ) 1072, Flint Pnet Out L H 1 of 1030- 107.1, 2l2 
= IsuTOt to Hoinbiy 23ril Dec 1072, bur.it Fact Out L B 1 n£ IG30- 1G7.'I, ‘2S0. 

^ Furat to Bomb, 2nil .Tnn. 1G7C, fcnrat Fact Out L. B S of lb7j.70, 17 
' Surat to Boinbai btb Feb 1070, Sunt F.ait Out L. B 2 of lG7d-7G, 71. Foirest’s 
Home bcim, 1 S2 

“ Bumli.ij to U orpll Braboum ami Council 17tb Sunt. IGOG, Sec Out I, Book .'5 of 
lOSl- 1090,31, 

*Boin Goi Older to Licut, bliau Stb May 1702 , Sec Out L.B 7 of]G 99-1702 ICl. 
■ Buui Uui. C'uiiiultation intli Doc 17^1, 1’lib Diarj 1 of 1731, 171, ' 
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keeper, or any other of our servants whatsoever, furnishing hricks 
clmnain timber or any other materials whatsoever on their own 
lirivate accounts directly or indirectly. You are to give all fitting 
encouragement for tlio importation of all sorts of mateiials as well 
as for the making bricks by as nianj'- different persons as possible, 
and you are with the utmost care to prevent all monopolies 
of mitciials. You are to give public notice that you will 
receive pioposals in writing at Boards to be held for tlie purpose 
from all persons indiffeicntly (our own servants excepted) who are 
willing to furnish you with materials of all kinrU for your works, 
and the pei’son or persons who oft'er at the lowest rates (provided 
the materials arc good) aie to be contracted with.^ 

Referring to the above a Consultation, the 23rd September 1755, 
i*ccords • III consequence of the Honourable the Court of Directors' 
commands of tlie 2tith March last, it is directed that the Secretary 
issue a publieatiou that we will sit on the 30 th instant to receive 
proposals from any person orpeisons willing to conti*act for deliver- 
ing chunam, bricks, stone, timber, and other materials, where- they 
maj- be wanted for making the necessaiy alterations and additions 
to the works and buildings to be erected.® 

Mr. "W. Hornby writes to Govemment on the 29th April 1760 ; 
The Honovnablc Company’s woiks carrying on require a l.ii’ger 
quantity of chunam than I can supply them at piesent This is 
caused by several private chunam makers selling their chunam 
to piivate builders at a rate so high as to enable them to pay such 
piiccs for wood and labourers that unless they are prevented 
making it is impossible to supply the * Honourable Company’s 
works at the usual rate. I therefore request that while the 
Company’s works are carrying on no private chunam maker be 
permitted to burn chunam for sale. By this means I shall l.e able, 
bj’’ liaving all the assistance of labourers which arc now employed 
on private kilns, fully to supply the Company’s works.® 

Referring to the above proposal a Consultation, the 29 th April 
17G0, records: Read a letter from Mr. William Hornby desiring 
tlint no private chunam maker may be permitted to burn chunam 
for sale while the nonom'.able Company's works are cai lying on tliat 
he maj’’ bo‘ enabled to supply them therewith at the usual rate. 
Resolved that a publication be issued strictly requiring till further 
order, all private chunam makers to supply the Honouiablc Com- 
pany with half of whatever quantity of chunam thej’’ may burn at 
the rate of Rs. l-J the IhaiifU, being the price that the laud, new. 
foi tificalion, and dock and pier paymasters are allowed to charge 
an«l forbidding them to furnish any of this article to any person 
whatever at a higlier rate on penalty of forfeiting Rs. 10 for 
every Z/taiufi, half for the benefit of the Honouiable Company 
and the .icmainder to the informer. The Board are very Sensible- 
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(lio •jivnl huuiIkt of piiMitu liuiMiii"-? whidi 1 m\c lif*! » 
cart'} iii^ Oil loi oi ><ix \i>nt-t iiii'l rio iit tliU 

M'l} iiincli rdaiil the imi;riv-s of the imlihc ivurk- *.11 nete-Miiy i<>i 
the •'( cut ity of the !‘•htlI(l, nml hn\ e iinich < iilmm > i 1 ilie pi if e of 
till iniileiiiil ‘1 ns well ns the pay of llie iiititiCf !•« ninl liilioiinr- 
Jii onlei tfi pre\ont this e\il fin the fiiliiit>, till '•iirh tiini' .is tiie 
])iihlic 'Milks nil* iiean'r coinplete'l, it is resnjMil tli.st nil ]ii i oiis 
wli.stf'or oil this ishnifl h- posilivily Inihiil to lieifiii niiy ii> 
htiilfhie's, hiit fiiily to c<»iiiplety siich lu. no iu"\' heyiiii aiul t<i 
Ti liiiilil MU'h otlii'is ns limy IhCoiiu' ah'ohitely mci -s.ii} t<> Ihiii 
hnhit.'itioiis, the nec< -sity for " huh other hiiililiir/s Mfs^i., Jlomliy 
mill llolfotd nre np]VHnte(l to of ami 'h leiiiiiiie ' 

HefiMiiiii' to the nh‘»\e ineaMiie, the Pilh Apiil J7iil?, tlie Court 
write ; When you ptthhsheii mi older that the I'liymisler shniihl 
h'' laipjilieil \Mtli pri'.ite rhtiiiniii and pi(dnl>ile<1 the jimpi i.'to.s nf 
those t'oil.s lioin seliiiii* hut nl aceitain pi ice, "e Imp.' \ on did 
not foi/^et to take olT tho’> resfiiction. when the iiep. -sily ei as. i| 
Siieh till asines slioiild ne'er he of nil} (ontiiniaiu >*. Jt isu monopoly 
that may hem hard up>m the iiihahitmils "hieh in no ^llnp<■ fhall 
" c ever siifici 

A ConsuUi'tion, the 2ilUi Septemhei 3 7’10, i ecord s We judut it 
necessary th.it the ivspecli'e p.i}inadeis l>e ordeiid tfi pro'ide all 
tliechiiiinm they c.anforourllonmiiahleMmtei s’sei\n'eli>}nn'heffiie 
us mi necouiit tlieieofc'erythiee months. Also that tlii> iliiin.itn h.* 
intveil ns locei'cd to pie'eiit the ill cciusiv|U(<ne)> . \\t hii'i' hitheito 
espeiieiieed of innnl«'rs of 't.aiknien at times h. ino oldu'eil to 
sl.nid still foi "ant of heiiitf huHieiently .siipphofl "itli this article, 
and the iieei ssity 'vc liave hem iiiuler of imikiii'' iisn (d Jt imme- 
diately on its heiii'.' hroiijjhl lioin the kilns Ihniip^h it dees not 111 
such ca'ie cement neni so well as "lien kept fm soi'ic lime after 
belli" nii'‘ed with sand Besifles we shall not fe*'l any "lent 
iiiconvonieiico in the provision of i» suitahle ijunntify of this article 
ns the niiiount in money "ill not iini hioh Three ila}s Inter, the 
L’drd Septemher 1700, the IJn.nd add - For the u asfins "i'cn in 
onr last Consultation "Inch he declares lie thinks .a veiy pioper 
measure, the pimcipal ensoncei is dnected to Jiilch on the places 
most pi oper foi iia'in" suflicient heaps of chuimiii nimlemul mixeil. 
lie is acejuninted that if lio has ninie people th.in he can employ 
on the aho' cniciitioncd "oiks, lie may peimit them hi woik foV 
pii' ate people till fuitlier onler, to prevent theii {romp oft the 
island and oiir losing the bcnciit of tliein "hen tliey may l>c 
" anted.’’ 

A Consultation, the 30lli .Tul}’ 17GS, records : Aprecahlc to our 
nonour.'hle ]Mastci s’ orders a publication must be immediately issued 
lorbidding all pci.sons whatever making use of salt hmestoiie for 
making chunain on pain of foifeiling Its. 500, hall to tlie Company 


' Horn Oni. CciniiUstinn Satii Ajinl ITfiO, I’lil. Dnrj ^1 of 17(i0, 
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and half to tlio informer. Orders must also be issued to the several 
paymasters positively I'oi bidding the use of this sort of chunam.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 16tb June 1779 : Pcrmis.sion 
is grantecl to the inhabitants of Bombay and M.ihini on their peti- 
tnin to burn such quantities of chuuam as they may want for their 
own use For this thej’’ must take out a license in writing And 
it any person should be detected in selling or in burning chunain 
■a ithoub license they will be fined Rs. 5U0 for each offence Of thi.s 
due notice must be given to the inhabitants by publication and the 
pioper orders issued to the land and new fortification payinaster.s 
and the chief of Miihim.^ 

On the subject of. the difficulty of obtaining building timber 
' .T.t JJombay Jlr. J Mace writes to Government on the 17 th jffarcli 
1761; The c?j.fficultios which have come under my obseivation 
during my rcsideiic'Aat Bomhay, the loss of time and extraoidmaiy 
charges attending sav'^ryers’ work for the public .service and 
the consider.ition that the' ,Hon. Company will be theieby eased 
of much inconvenience and ex[nens'', induce me to propose to your 
Honour erecting at my own cxp't'ii.se one or mote saw-inills at .such 
places as I maj' determine on. In rc\tui*n I would ask tint an 
exclusive privilege may be granted me '/or their building and 
working and such other encouragement as shii^i'*eem icasouablc to 
3 'our Honour. This I hope will meet your approbation.® 

Ou reading the above proposal, the I7tli Maich 176L the Boaid 
direct that the Secietary acquaint Air. Mace we approvoil'is design 
and that he may bo assured of suitable encouragement, bui'’ JJmt 
wc desire he will inform us wliat privileges he expects.* ' \ 

Mr. MacQ,thcreiyion writes, the 23rd^ai(fli 1761 : I beg ''/'avc' 
to rctaiKiI^ j'our 'Honour ‘my respectful thanks for your kind aiipn- ' 
"'liation of my proposal and promising encouragement in the execu- 
tion of it under the 17th current and hope the following articles 
will meet your concurrence ; To grant mo the possession and solo 
use of the water from the Breach to its passage into the sea between 
■\Varli and Mdliim wood and so far out towards Aldhim river 
as may be necessaiy. Also the waste grouml between the water’s 
edge on each side and the nearest batty bank to it, and that, if 
any bank should lie nearer than convenient, I may be allowed the 
s\iacc of 40 feet from high water mark on each side upon paying 
the accustomed rent. In case of any part of the strip belonging 
to an inhabitant I hope your Honour will be pleased to use your 
influence with them to relinquish it to me on the same conditions. 
For, unless pioper measures are taken in directing its course, 
the water cannot be 'made to answer the purpose. Further as 
any alterations to the present Breach Rampart and Sluice Bank at 
Waili may entirely disappoint all my labours and expense 1 
will luidertake to keep them' in proper repair excepting only in 
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c.Tse a storm or any violence from the sea sh.ill unexpectedly 
destio 3 ’’ anj’^ mateiial part of the Rampart That you will please 
to grant me the liberty of erecting such huildiugs contiguous to 
the works .is nia}’ he necessary, and that such people as may 
engage to work for me in cieeting anil coiirplcting the mills, maj’ 
not be taken from me for an}' other seivice unless absolutely 
necessity leqrrnethcm on behalf of the Honourable Company . The 
prices of this work c<annot possibly yet bo deteimnied, but as 
it will be my inteicst to draw thitlier as much woik as possible, 
I am not in any doubt of succeeding in that as it will be done 
clie.ipci than at picsent and piohahly heicafter still moie so. 
Th.at m cousideiation of the gieat expense and tionhle attending 
such an um lei taking and the apparent ad\ antage n Inch must accrue 
to the Honouiable Company and tlie island iioin its cxeeut’on i 
hope yoiu Honour will have no objection to granting me an exclusive 
light and privilege to the piementioned water during the teiin of 
twenty -five years and that no other peison shall he pci nutted to 
elect any woik for the same uses duiins thtit time. That after the 
expiiation of that time the mills to devolve to the Hon Company 
upon paj'ment of their pinne cost ’ 

Consideiation of the above proposal was defcircd till the 1st of 
May 1761. A Coruullation on that day records Repexused Mr. 
Mace’s pioposalsyfor oi'octing saw-mills which aie a'ficed to except 
that .it the es.pnation of his lease the nulls shall devolve to the Hon. 
Comp.rny on such terms as may then be deemed icasonahle by 
impart’tii peiaons and the Company to have alw.iys the piefeience 
in 'jiso of his paiting with them hcfoie his lease expiies 'J'lie 
P-Vivilcge of lu the Bleach water must also icmain upon 

ifci, r'-sent footing - 

A Consultation, the 2.>th August 1761, records . Read a 
tiom Mrs. Leonora IMace requesting to he permitted to caiiy on the 
&.iw-inill.s begun by her deceased husband Tins is agi eed to and 
Messis. Spencer Holfoid and Court aie appointed a committee to 
examine Mr. M.ice’s proposals and to settle the limits of the ground 
and other necessary points with the piojiiietois^ 

A Consultation, the 27th October 1761, records- The committee 
appointed to inspect the late Mr. Mace’s pi opos.ils of erecting 
saw-mills now delivering a set of articles with their remai ks there- 
on, the same aie read and aftei a few amendments appioved and a 
contract ordered to be diawn out and executed agiecablc theieto 
M ith a plan of the work to he annexed * 

The Court approve this measure and on the 16th April 1762 
write : Mr. Mace's scheme for erecting saw-mills may he veiy 
useful for our service as well os to tlio island in goneial and conse- 
quently deserves your attention At the same time many difficulties 
appeal in carrj’ingthe woik into execution, particularly in icgard 


» Piil> Di.iry 36 of 17GI, 588 - 550 
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t<o the waters of the Breach wliich bj'' his letter he rlesircs ho may 
liave the use of from the Breach into the sea. Tlii.s is a matter 
M e cannot be judges of, and if there is no danger of doing liarm 
to the works of tlie Breach or the sluices of Waili, we can have 
no objection. It lests with you very maturely to consider of 
this matter before you give your consent. We think Mr. Mace'.s 
proposal for the (Joinpany to take the mills at their prime cost 
after he has worked them for twenty-five years unreasonable, 
as they must be supposed to be almost totally wore out in so long a 
time We wish he had let us know the difference of the price 
of work between our present method and this that ho purposes, 
from whicli some judgment might have been made how far it 
deserved to be encouraged by us. Upon the whole we can onlj'^ .say 
that in general the scheme meets with our approval. At the same 
time we should be sorry to pay more than what we ma}'' be 
supposed to leccive an adequate advantage from.^ 

In 17G 7 dam.age from the alleged overflow^ of the waters of the 
saw-mills formed the subject of a petition to Government. On 
the SSnd September the Board observe : Read a petition from the 
Kulambi inhabitants of MAliiin and Warli, representing that they 
have sustained veiy considerable damage b^’ the waters of the 
saw-nulls having ovei flowed their batty grounds, and requesting 
the vcrcadorus and mhiltiras may be oidered to examine into the 
same. Directed that the Collector and Mrtliim custom master, with 
the clerk of the woiks, veioadore.s, mh^tsiias, and such other.s ns 
they may think pioper to take to their assistance, examine the 
.same, and i eport to us how far in their opinion the damage has 
been oceasioued b}' the woiks of the saw-milLs, and in such case 
what they deem the Kulambi.s entitled to from the proprictor.s, 
who by the fourth article of their lease are obliged to make good 
the aainc.- 

On the submission of the committee’s report, at a Consultation on 
the 13th October 1707, the Board direct : Read a report from the 
conunittcc appointed to examine into the merit of tire Kulambis’ 
petition, by which it aiipears the damage they repiesent their batty 
grounds sustained has not proceeded from the woiks of the saw- 
indl, but through the .sluices at Waili not having a sufiicient vent 
lor the water. Ordcied theiefoie the cleilc of the works frame a 
calcul.ate of what an additional sluice will cost.® 

In consequence of orders from the Court to purchase the saw-mill 
at a Consultation, the lOtli Januai’y 1770, the Bombay Government 
records ; The executor to the estate of Uv. John Hatfield having, in 
conaoqiience of the permission given him to dispose of the saw-inill 
as he might think proper, issued public notice that ho .should sell the 
same at public outcry to-morrow, and our Honourable Masters hav- 
ing expressed a desire to have the same purchased on their account. 
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® Horn. Go\. Consultation I3lli Oct. 1707, Pub. Diaiy 49 of 1707, 508. 
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Chapter 11. the clerk of the works is now c-sllcfl in nnil nsked how mneh 

Trade. tmiher in his opinion the mil] 'will ent in onlui to cimhlo in to 

firntnunriit viiluc of tlic mill IIc cleclni t-> tlmt hy tlio st 

imri -1 -..r Inc c.slciilnlloii hc thinks in the course of one springtide it w ill uni iiliont 
2000 co\ its, ninl h^’ rcmcdyinir some defects which he points out, 
innl which we have rc4isoii to heliuve iiiiij he done hy n iiiillwiii'hl 
conic out iis a recruit upon the Prune of ’ir«/e* whoiii the i’le-.iileiit 
sent this morning to examine into its conslriicUon, he is ot opinion it 
mn}' he nimlu to cut doiihlc that quantity with the pieseiit uiimhei 
oi saws, ami hy adding two, wdiich the work will admit of. it will 
cut 1000 cosits more which makes on the whole 10,000 co\its 
a month, this at the latc of Its 3 the 100 covits iiinonnts to 
Bs uOO a iiiniith, while the charge of senaiit*’ wage-, and Tei».iiis 
will not ccceed Rs 100 a month, so that allowing the mill to eost 
Rs 20,000, the intcicst of wlncli is Rs. J.jO a immlh, it will 
CMdently nnswoi. Exclusive of this there is lo.ison to think, hy 
op»-ningnnnth(‘r sluice oi two, the mill may he niinlc to woik w ith the 
hack water and consequently will cut doiihle the qiiaiitily nl tniiher 
Hilda still giealcr advniitngc willacLiuu tooiir Ilnnnninhh: blasters 
hy chaigiiig all priiatc tiiuliei at the i.ite of Rs. 4 the 100 eoiits 
Resolved tlieiefoie on inalinely consideiing nil these ciicumslane- s 
tliiit the laud mMimstci he empowered to pmehase the null lor 
oui Ilonoiiiahlu Masleis piovided it does not e.xceed Rs, 3I»,000 ' 

On the mil Jaiiuaiy 1770, the land paymaster repoils: Agieenhle 
to 3 'our oideis I have purchased the saw-iiiills ftn Rs, SiM>&0 .md 
h.iso (alen chaigu theieof with stoie.s ns per m\entorj ciicIomsI - 

Tlieieupnn the Homhaj' Cimncil leeoul, 2nd I'ehiuiuy 1770 
R( ad a Icilui from the land pniiiiastcr enclosing .sn iiiMiiloiy ol 
stoios heloiiging to the s.w-miU which he has pnielMsed for'uur 
ilnnoui.ililc Masters foi the sum ol Rs 20.n,")0 Re-olvul (hat tin* 
saw -mill he put under the charge of the M.thim custom mnsti r wlm 
must he pci milted to chaigc halt a iiiprefoi 100 cos iis on all pi is ate 
liiiilicr sshicli may he sawed ns a compeiis.ation foi tlie tioiihlc this 
nddilinnal eharge will snhjcet him to and to inconingo him to pas' 
a sliict attention to the diilj' ' 

Tins puiclms.j was .approsed l.y the Com I, s\ ho on the 2'lh 
Ajiril li71 write ^\e arc pleascii to tind hy jonr h ilcr of 2i'th 
April 177u that yon h.'»d nntuip.itf.doui nnh is for the j.i'uh.is > of 
tin s.is'.-iadl einl hope tlidinproscinents j ou yniipns' tl to nmk.- l-i it 
S' ill hc atl*'n'U"l svilli the ndsnnteoi's e\pi'ct«‘<l j,, l, dimi.l Hii.n-. 
from to the Company. You nic hei> hy diivth-l not to snth r .ans' 
tiiiil-'r h..longiiig to pris-.ate pei .oils to ho sawed at this mill until 
lli'.rt* 'liall hive Iv:.-!! *ssed lor the Company a quantity i qn,.! to 
OIK vi ir's demand foi tJie u*c of the iimiii'c jaid.‘ 


It.— t!..\ -n Iin*. Jr-, jy'd. ISi' . |7;n^ “j,, 

<*^•*1 I ‘yri) I, ’if, R. 1 . Ilfrfl It T ,T •,.! t > " *71 ■ |> ,’’i l ’ • i* ll 

, - 'tr. n-i. II I/ILti 17.M77(' .M ..S 

-J .' 1' x-r." ,M:7 o, 1(0 

-It-.i., I T ,.,i. . « J J- ’ 1770, i*,» ■"uif 1770, OI. 
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In spite of the caution exercised by Government befoi’e its pur- 
chase the saw-mill on its transfer to them seems to have proved 
an unprofitable bargain. On the 14th April 1772 the Mahim 
custom master writes : I duly received the paragraphs of the 
Honourable Company’s commands of the 25th April last relative to 
the saw-mill at Warli. I am sorry to acquaint you that in its 
present state the mill never can produce the advantages our Masters 
seem to expect from it. On the contrary some part ot the machinery 
is so improperly constructed that it will barely cut plank sufficient to 
defray the expense of working it, far less pay the charge and the 
interest of the purchase money. As therefore the mill, unless its 
defects can be remedied, must be a dead loss to the Honourable Com- 
pany, I thought proper to consult Mr. John Kellie thereon, who, 
having actually surveyed it, has given me his sentiments of it in writ- 
ing. Those I now take the liberty to enclose to your Honour and to 
submit to you the propriety of makin g the alterations he jiroposes. 
Should you concur therein I shall desire Mr. Kellie to finish the 
model he mentions when an exact estimate of the expense may be 
framed and laid before you that no time may be lost in carrying 
tho_ same into execution. But as that cannot be done during the 
JBritanma^s stay here, it will be necessary your Honour should 
detain Mr. Kellie to superintend the work and order the machine 
he mentions for turning iron to be landed which may afterwards 
be forwarded to Balambangan in Bomeo.*^ 

Mr. Kellie’s letter to the M4him custom master, dated 12th 
April 1772, referred to above, runs: At your request I have 
inspected the Warli saw-mill. My observations on it are as 
follows. The whole construction of the machinery is upon such 
false and heavy principles and the powers of the great wheel are so 
inadequate to giving the machinery a pi’oper motion that I rather won- 
der, with only the simple pressure of the back water, that it works at 
all than that it does not work faster. I am therefore of opinion 
thaf; the machinery should be constructed on an entire now plan of 
which, if it will give any satisfaction to you, I can soon make a 
model for your inspection. One main improvement that might be 
made is the enabling the mill to work with the flux than which 
nothing seems to me more easy or simple. The reason 1 imagine 
why it was not done before, is that the gentlemen who built the 
mill had no idea of constructing a number of chariots so contrived 
as to move with the reverse motion of the wheel This might 
easily be effected as I shall demonstrate to you in the model.. 
Besides this additional execution the mill might be made to take in 
its timbeis and discharge the plank which would be much quicker 
than the present method of performing the first operation, namely 
by a capstan, and besides would be a saving of the wages that must 
be paid to the men at the bars. The mill when completed would in 
England require the attendance of only one man and a boy. Upon 
the whole it appears to me that instead of five saws wliicli 
at piesent work heavily only in the reflux, 20 saws might be 
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made to do good execution in both tides and cut the timliors 
much more even and smoother than men can do On considering 
how much timbci iron and biass noik, andcaipcntci's wage's^ will 
be necc&sai'j' and cblimatiiig them at nimtl can Icain ii the cost 
of those aiticles licic, 1 imagine the whole c.xpensc of this 
alteiation cannot exceed Its 3UOO It appears also to me that the 
mill might be made to woik in the ncaptidcs In cose it should be 
dctciniincd to make the alterations I have mentioned I think it 
will be indispcnsnbl 3 ' ncccssaiy to letain one Grahanij the armourer 
of the BrUannia, ns hopcrfectl}’ understands that apncics of smith’s 
Mork which IS icquisite foi mills unless theic aic any Buiopcaiib 
who have also that knowledge. Tliecountij* smiths, I am con- 
vinced bj- a small trial of them in some woik for the wind-mill, 
ara wholly unccpinl to the woik There is also .a .small machine 
on board the Britannia for turning iion. Mr. Daliym]>lo had it 
made in ease a &aw-mill might be thought iieccssarj' at Balamban- 
gnn. But ns such an expensive work i\ ill haidlj- be set on foot for 
5omo j’cais, I imagine the tumor might be spaied ^ 

Thereupon a Consultation, the 14th April 1772, records ; Bead 
a letter fioni the Sluliim custom master on the subject of the flaw- 
mill at Waili and enclosing om* to him from Mi Kellie, sent by our 
Honourable Employers for Balambangan, pi ojiosing sundrj' improi o- 
ments to be made in the mill, the expense ol which he ropicsonts 
to amount to about Bs 3600 As it appcai.s to us the impiovc- 
incuts proposed will ho attended with con.sidcrablo advantages and 
the expense of those nltciations but small in compniison thereto, 
it IS agreed thej- bo diicctcd to bo caiiicd into execution -Mr. 
Kellie mu:>t lor the picsent bo detuined hcie to .supciintend this 
necessaij' woik and pioceed ly a future oppoi tuiiitj* to Balamban- 
gan. The machine lucntioncd in ill. Kellie’s Icttci for turning of 
non must be landed from the B/ihrnin’a as it is wanted for this 
ficivicc and can be of no immediate use at Balambangan ~ 

A Consultation, tho IStliFebruarj' 1774, records • Read a letter 
flora Ml Williams, enclosed in that fioni Tellicheiiy and accom- 
panying a model 11 Inch has been icccivcd for a powdoi and saw- 
mill. Upon this it is ncccssarj’ only to icmark that it cannot be 
of the least use in assisting to complete the saw-mill at Warli, as 
the construction is entiicljr different in everj' i espcct ® 

On the 27th May 1779 the Court write • Among tho 23 artificers 
whom Mr. "Witman has succeeded m entertaining, and who take 
passage on the ships of this season, several it is conjectured may be 
found qualified to complete the saw-mill at "Warh * 


* Pill). Dioij 60 ot 1772, 403-407. 

®.Bom Goi CnncuUation I4tU Apnl 1772, Pul) Diary CO ot 1772, S03 
^ Bom Got. Consultation 18th Fob. 1771, Pub Diary 01 of 1771, SI. 

• Court to Bomb.!} 27tli Maj 1770 para 26, Pub. Dep Court’s L. Vol. 10 of 1778- 17S3, 
157. 
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Section VI. 

Snips, Docks, LiajiT-Jlousny, 

On the 23ril April 1672 in reply to a Bombay letter the Surnt 
Council unite : You say j’ou cannot buy a frigate at Bassein nor 
build one at Kaljnln, and tliercforc desire order to build n shihar 
■with a deck. IVc had rather, if possible, j'ou could procure timber 
and build a small ftriggott Avith an English head though loss than 
the Ihmicr. For the better eflccting of this wo liavc sent you 
down an English carpenter by the ITimicr. If that cannot be, 
then Ave give lcaA*e that you build a substantial large fhiharwho 
may be capable of doing the Compan 3 ’^ good service both against 
jMalabars,as also in the loading and unloading of ships and vessels.^ 

Two months later, the 21st June 1672, the Surat Council Avrilo 
to BoinbaA'r Ehai.scd the carpenter has been Avith us about tho 
dimensions of the fi igatc building for the island. We undoi stand 
her to be built Pink fashion, like to that of the King’s built last 
3 'car and of the same dimensions, namely coA’cds 30 long, 7J broad 
bj' the beam, .J-J in the tlooi, and depth in hold, 'i’hc King’s 
ffriggott canies 75 ton in hold. Now if your Honours Avill admit 
of half a coA’cd more in breadth and half a coved in depth she will 
cairj* lOO tons in hold, and so may be the more pcrviceablc to the 
Honourable Company, and this he I'aA's will be no hindrance to her 
sailing 3 

Two Aveeks later, the 9th Julj' 1672, the Surnt Council write: 
We fear avo .shall be greatly incommoded in the building the frigate ; 
for they have taken uAvay some of our timber to stop up the pnsspgo 
within the Avails of the river that none can now pass that Avay nor 
our oarpcnteib but by Avatci.® 

Ten daj’s biter, the 20th Julj’’ 1672, they add: "Wo oidorcd 
Kh arsed to proceed in building tho frigate and making her half 
a coved moie in breadth and tho like in the depth, more than at 
first ordered.* 

Three weeks later, the llth August 1672, thc^' further Avritc : 
We liaA’e been in great straight for want of timber. Boats Avero 
sent to Gandevi a fortnight since, but not j'ct icturne d ; one of them 
Avas lost going This hindrance hath frustrated our expectation of 
launching the frigate so timclj’ as avo thought.* 

On tho 2itb August 1080, the Bombay Council Avrito to Surat : 
If tho London or any other ship go to tho Maliibdr Coast and return 
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* Suiiit to Bonib.iy S.’trd ^pril 1G72, Surat Fact. Out. L. B 1 of 1C30-1G73, 250. 
Foncit'f. Homo Sciics, T. G2 

. * Sinat to Botnli.iy 21i<t June 1G73, Suiat F.ict. Out. L. B 1 of 1G30.1673, 272. 
Forresit’fl Homo fcenes, I G7-G8. Covid (av ntton also covit oi covet and covood or 
coA cd) 18 prob.aWy an Indo-Bnrtugucsc form of tho Portuguese covado a cuhit or ell. 
The Surat Icssci coA’id is 27 inches English and the greater covid is 3G Inches. 
Ilohson-Jobson, 207. 

* Suiat to Bjmhay 9lli July 1072, Surnt Fact. Out L B. 1 of 1G30 - 1703, 27S. 

* Sui.at to Boiuhay 2nih July 1072, Surat F.nct. Out, L T3. 1 of 1G30 - 1G73, 279. 

® buiat to Bombay Hth Aug 1C72, bui.it Fact. Out. B. 1 of 1C30- 1G73, 284» 



188 


[Historical 


BOMBAY TOWN 


Chapter II. 
Trade 

KilrvCiir Timber, 
IGSG. 


Uora V Midi 
SVanted, 
XT31. 


back to these parts, wo praj j’our Excellency to order the Eight 
Honourable Company’s foctors at Calicut or Knnvdr to send up in 
each ship a portion of large timber and planlc which is much wanted 
hero. Tlie Europe ships Imre taken up all the timber on the island, 
and we me much stiomhtcned for timber foi the Fauleon who is in an 
ill condition, but the Deputy Governor, who is n man well skilled in 
shipping, hopes to sec her made a sound ship ond ilt for a home- 
ward oyage.* 

A Consultation, the 31st Maj’ I73i, rccoids* Tlie Piesident 
observes to the gentlemen of the Board that the FurL St George 
galley is alicady condemned as unfit for further service and the 
Bombay is in as bad a condition. The BriUinvia grab having been, 
two seasons in Pcisia will lequirc n thorough icpmr before she 
can go to sen. So that wc can hope for little seivicc fiom her till 
the month of January. Through these incidents our marine force 
is considerably diminished at a time that the common enemy 
Angria has gi eatly increased his having his whole fleet now at 
Ghcria, consisting of 13 grabs and 80 galivats And ns he is but 
too well acquainted with our circumstances, in .spite of all our 
endeavours to pros ent it, it is to bo fcaicd he will bo out eailier 
than usual the next fan season with liis whole fleet tiusting to the 
supeiiority of his numbers and may gi-catly distress the trade of 
this coast and port The President then desires the opinion of the 
Board whcthei we ought to make any addition to the number of 
our cruizci*s He lays bcfoic them an estimate of the charges of 
building a new giab as near the model of the Victoria as possible, 
but something laigcr to carry 20 guns on one deck besides her 
prow guns, length by the keel 85 feet and breadth 28 This 
Mr. Roach, the master builder, computes will cost Es. 17,421, and 
may he got leadj” for the sea in five months. Taking the same into 
consideration, wc aic sensible that such a vessel cannot be fitted to 
sea for Icsb than Es. 35,000, which is a very laigo sura Our 
Honourable Hnstcis wiite us that they had soine thoughts of sending 
us two more galloy.s but declined it through the little encouragement 
the}’’ mot with fioni their India trade. Indeed the same objection 
lies against .Cui putting them to any additional expense, wore not 
the tb^^ in our opinion absolutely neccssor}* to prc'crve the 
littlc'tiade that remains on this side of India that seems to he in 
-5io small dangci from the nspiiing snows of Angiia, svho in conjunc- 
tion srith the Shiihn Eilja has made a bold push for conquering all 
the Sidi’s country and thcioby rendering himself inastci of all the 
sea coast and ports fiom hence to Goa southwaid. In thiswc may 
without vanity say he had not miscarried this last season but 
tlirongh the timely and repeated assistance given the Sidis fiom 
this Government by which meanc they have been enabled hitherto 
to keep possession of EAjpuri, Anjanvel, and Govalkot. Expoil- 
ence has convinced us that vessels built heie of teak timbei and 
according to the manner of Suiat mbit work oie far more durable 
and proper for the climate than any that can he sent from Europ£. 


> Bombay to Surat C4th Aug. ICSC, Eoc. Out. L. B. 1 of 1077 - 1GS7, Jl. 
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Tho Victoria still continues firm and good, sails better than any 
of the galleys, and is a greater terror to the enemy than any two of 
the other cruizers. This has chiefly encouraged us to think of 
building another grab as near as possible of her model and dimen- 
sions, since an addition to our marine force is esteemed absolutely 
necessary, considering our situation and present circumstances and 
that we have little reason to expect any reinforcement of such 
ships from ISnglaud speedily. The ships’ company of tho Bomhat/ 
and Ibi t St. Qeoi go will sufficiently man the new grab and with 
due care we may have the use of her early in December. Agreed 
therefore that we give orders for setting immediately about build- 
ing of a new grab with the greatest frugality and economy, which 
we hope the necessit 3 ’' of tho thing will sufficiently justify us in to 
our Honourable Emplo 3 ’'ers. Directed that a sufficient quantity of 
crooked timber and plank be provided and set apart for this 
purpose. That what iron may bo wanting be delivered out of the 
Honourable Company’s rvaiehouso, and all other stores from the 
' general storekeeper at prime cost, and that the marine paj-master 
keep a particular head on his books of the expense of building and 
fitting this vessel to be carried when finished from the marine 
books to the head of ships and vessels on the general books.^ 

Two 3 'ears later a Consultation, the 4th June 1736, records : "Wo 
are but too sensible of the necessity we arc under of augmenting 
our marine force to doubt our Honourable Masters’ consent and 
approval thereof. It is therefore unanimously agreed that a 
new grab of the dimensions before specified (84f feet in length by 
tho keel and a proportionable breadth being somewhat larger than 
the Victoria) be immediately set about ; and directed that the iron 
from the warehouse and all necessaries from the stores for that 
service be charged at the prime cost.® 

Five years later, the 20th November 1741, a Consultation 
records: As the frequent intercourse of letters with the coast 
settlements as well as communicating any occasional advices to our 
fleet while on ciuizing service is of the utmost importance and can 
be maintained only by means of small light boats who both sail 
and row well, so we have hitherto been obliged to make use of such 
as would best answer from among those belonging to our inhabit- 
ants. But they have shown an aveiseness from the extraordinary 
risk that attends that service and esteem it an hardship as they 
propose greoter advantages by employing their boats in trade to the 
adjacent rivers. Considering this, and the hire commonly paid for 
these boats, we believe our Honourable Masters will be gainers in 
tho end by building proper ones on their own account as well ns the 
murmurs of our people be removed. It is agreed to order three 
"small boats to be built, ihe master carpenter making enquiry 
which of those belonging to the place are esteemed the best for 
going ; and make them as near as possible to the same dimensions. 
The superintendent of the marine being directed to see they be 


Chapter II< 
Trade* 

Country-built 

Vessels, 

1736. 


Ifow Grab, 
1730. 


Despatch Boats, 

1741. 


• Bom. Gor, Consultation Slst May 1731, Pub. Diary 7 of 1734, 111 - 113. 

* Bom. Got, Consultation 4th June 1736, Fub. Diary 9 of 1736, 266. 



Chapter IL 
Trade. 

Want of Timber, 
1711. 


[Historical 

190 BOMBAY TOWN 

finished with all expedition and the utmost frugality obserred in 
the expense.^ 

Adverting to the above resolution of the Board, two weeks later, 
the 4th December 1741, the marine superintendent reports a want 
of timber for these vessels. On this the Bonid observe : The 
superintendent of the marmerepicscnts a want of timbei for cai lying 
on the ship agieed to be built as also the boats for the seivice of 
Madras, and other works now on band. The timber merchants are 
called in and at length agreed with for the soils and quantities 
expressed in their lespective contracts as entered hereafter, the terms 
and conditions whereof will fully appeal on reference being had 
hereto" • 

I Bbikha Ratanji Pdrsi inhabitant of the Gujarit country do by 
these picsents declaie that I have coiiti acted with the Honourable 
Stephen Law Esq. President and Goveinoi, and Council of Bombay, 
for the following sorts of timber in the manner hercaftci inscited 
and oblige m 3 ’sclf to a punctual oompliance tboiewith, namely : 

(1) Shatcer laigc 5 pieces of 10 covets each at Hs 11^ the covot 

(2) OJaney large 333 covets at Rs the covet 

(3) Ditto for beams 33 covets at n't (i^ the covet. 

(4) Venaw largo 167 covets at Rs 5J- the covet 

(5) Tolha laige 34 covets at Rs 4J the coi ct 

(Q) Crooked timhei for liarpms and futtooks (timbers raised over 
the keel) 233 covets at Rs 4| the covet. 

(7) Knees Luge 66 pieces at Rs 55 the corge 

(8) Dahh for mutches tluce pieces. 

(0) Ditto for laige blocks tluce pieces 

The above sorts of timber I engage shall be in readiness for 
embarking at Gandovi in all the month of February’^ ensuing and 
from thence to be bronght to Bombay on my account and lisk, 
the said President and Council furnishing the usual convoy or 
giving me timely notice if that should prove to them impracticable. 
And 1 am to be siippbed with such sums of moiiej' as I niaj' require 
to be discounted on delivery of the timbei afoicsaid winch if not 
of the laigest and best soils procurable, I theiebj' oblige m 3 ’sclf to 
foifeit unto the said Piesidcnt and Coimcil the sum of lis. 1000, 
Eupji Dbanji being my security for the amount that ma 3 ’' be 
advanced. 1 am to pay three per cent duty on the value theieof , 
and in order that the timber ma 3 '^ bo without exception, the said 
President and Council may appoint a proper pcison to inspect it at 
Gandevi pievious to embarking , and moi cover may reject when it 
shall arrive at Bomba 3 r, whatever p-art is not tliouglit !iy them to 
be good and fit for their use. And for the sum noi’anced me and 
for which timber is not delivered, I oblige myself to iia 3 ' the usual 
interest of nine per cent, the snm to be instantl 5 ' satisfied. In 
testimony of all which I the contractor (Bhiklia Eatanji) and Rupji 
Dhanji as the security do hereunto set our bands and seals in 
Bombay the 5th day of December 1741. Bailor Limji and 


\ Bom. Gov, ConBuItation 20thNov 1741, Pali. Diarj 14 of 1710 11, 401 .402 
- Bom Got. Consultatiou 4tb Dec. 1741, Pub. Diary l-l of 1710 11, 485, 
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Nandblirti Nasarvdn have signed separate contracts of the same 
tcnonr and date. For the performance of tlio former Rupji Dlianji 
is security and for the latter "Vithaldds Keshavrdm.^ 

Two months later, the 4th February 1742, a Consultation 
records : Read a petition from Lavji our present master carpenter 
setting forth his having been employed here from tlie year 1736 
being prevailed on by Mr. Braddyll when supervisor at Surat to 
remove hither. Though hitherto his familj* has continued in Surat, 
he is now desirous they should come to him That in order to 
provide an habitation he had actually begun erecting a good house 
but to complete it a sum of Rs. 1000 would bo required. This bo 
requested might be lent him promising it would be paid within a 
reasonable term of 3'cars. The Board taking into consideration the 
merit of the petitioner, who in the several vessels he has been 
emploj’ed upon has given proof of abilities greater than any 
other of the profession, and since showing the favour desired will 
be an excitement to his diligence and care, besides the tic of fidelity 
to us while his family lemain under our government, therefore the 
Board unanimouslj'' agiec to the loan of Rs. 1000 to be received 
again within the term of seven or eight yeais and the treasury is 
directed to pay that sum to Lavji.® 

Two j'ears later, the 20th' March 1744, the Court write to 
Bombay; We acquiesce in the building of two boats for those 
necessarj*' purposes the landing of goods and sending c.xprcss to 
the coast settlements.^ 

Seven years later, the 1st Februaiy 1751, a Consultation records : 
That we have no proper vessel to carry ofl* a pilot in any weather 
to any ship which maj* be in distress was proved last j'car when 
the Wenren anchored off the island where she was obliged to 
la3' some da3’s in great distress till the weather moderated and one 
of the ivater boats could be got read3'’. It is thciefore re.solvcd 
that a proper vessel of about 30 tons burthen be built for that 
and other services, and that next Council da5' the marine pa3*mnster 
lay before the Board an estimate of her cost* 

Within two weeks, the 12th February 1751, the requmed 
estimate was submitted when the Board order: The marine 
paymaster now la3's before the Board an estimate of the cost to 
build a pilot sloop agreeable to order of Council the 1st instant, 
amounting to Rs. 4300. This he is directed to get finished 
accordingly .■* 

In the following 3’oar (1752) Government ordered Mr. S.’Hough, 
the master attendant, to examine the state of the Compan3’’’s .small 
vessels and report. On the 14th July 1752 he writes; Agreeable 
to your Honour’s orders, I have truly examined the state of the 
Hon’ble Company's small vessels, and find it as follows. Of the 
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1 Bom. Gov. Consultation 4tli Deo. 1741, Pub. Diary 14 of 1740-41, 486, 488-480. 

* Bom. Gov. Consultation 4th Fob. 1'742, Pub. Diary 16 of 1741-42, 70 - 77. 

* Court to Bombay 20th March 1744 para 14, Pub. Dop. Couit's Letters Vol. 3 of 

1742 - 1751, 03. ♦ Bom. Gov. Consnltation 1st Feb. 1761, Pub. Diary 21 of 1761, 37. 

‘ Bom. Gov. Consnltation 12tli Fob. 1751, Pub, Diary 21 of 1751, 48. 
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largest of the two prahma the bottom and keel are entirely gone. 
To repair them would cost more than to build a small sloop, 
and even were she repaired, her build makes her useless unless 
in our ovm river. The other may for a small charge bo fitted 
up on occasion so as to be serviceable in any river oi against 
batteries, but owing to her build she will never be fit for sea 
service. Of the thiee gnlivats the Shark is employed at Telliclierry. 
The Tygcr I find so much out of repair that her bottom must be 
new nailed and sheathed, and man}' tinihers put into hei before 
she can be of any use. Only the Dolphin is fit for sei vice. Tour 
Honour likewise directed me to make an estimate of what it would 
cost to repair the BispatcU boat so as to make her fit for a small 
cruiser on occasion, and to build two small galivats like that lately 
belonging to Mr. Lambc The Diepatch boat’s bottom is very much 
out of repair which must bo done to make her serviceable as n 
luggage boat, and the extraordinary expense to fit her for a cruiser 
w'ith a cabin and close quarters, will be about Bs. 1000 exclusive 
of what guns and stores may be put on board her. To build two 
small galivats like that of Mr Lambe’s will cost about Its 1300 
each and would be extremely serviceable in the northern convoy.^ 
Referring to the above report a Consultation, the 14th July 
1752, records Agreeable to an order from the President to the 
master attendant to lay before the Board the present state of our 
small craft it is now delivered in 'and read. By this it appears 
that the number of small craft is much less than that allowed by 
the Honourable Company in their last regulations and vastly 
inferior to the several services required, more especially for 
convoying the trade to and from the northward ond craizing about 
the harbour in shoal water, numbers of vessels being taken last 
season in sight of the port. It is therefore apparently necessary 
and incumbent for protecting the trade to make an additron to 
our small craft and the more so as one of the galivats is employed 
at Tellrclierry and only one here is fit for servree. A small galivat 
being offered to sale, it is agreed to purchase her as she rs almost 
now, in good condrtron, and cheaper than any rve can build of that 
size being offered for Rs 670. It is likewise agreed to build two 
other galivats of the same dimensions as the expense will be about 
Bs. 1300 each ; and it is found from experience they are extremely 
serviceable to the northrvard by convoying the trade in and out of 
the rivers, which the large ones cannot from their draught of water.® ' ^ 
Later in the same year (1752) the Bombay Gov»«-ument 
'received a letter from the Court of Directors, dated the 4t, i March 
1752, in which they write : As wo before advised you we have 
built the tw'o undermentioned ships for the service of your presi- 
dency, namely the Pi otector, Francis Gheync, 580 tons 150 men 40 
guns } and the Guardian, "William James, 300 tons 90 men 20 guns.® 


• Pnb. Diary 25 of 1702, 234 -235 

* Bom. Got Consnltation 14th July 1732, Pub Diary 23 of 1762, 2.32 2.33. 

’ Court to Bomhny 4th March 1752 piira C, Pnh Drp. Court's Letters Vol 4 of 
1752-1756, 2. 
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0]i the oth April 17-14', the Court of Diicctoi.s write : Being 
infoiincd that Lravji our ship-hiiihlcr ha? l»ehavcd in that -station 
with great indu-stij* and iidelitj* we have thouglit pioper as a 
token of our icgavd to .scud a silver rule and a set of instruincnts 
hy our Supoi intendent, Cajitain Ilough, which you arc to picseiit 
to him as likewise with a .shawl in our namc.^ 

Begarding timber wanted for building ships a Consultation, the 
15th October 1754, ri^oids : The Supcrinlcndent laj'-s hefoi'c the 
Boaid nn indent lor timber u anted for immediate use. As the 
Hououiable Company have been jdcased to order us to set about 
estalilishing a lleet according to then legulations, the Superintendent 
i‘- directed to make propci enquiry conceining any timhcr or -stores 
on the islaml for sale which niaj' he rcqui.site for this pui pose, 
delnciniii an account thereof io the I3o.Trd, and also to laj’ the keel 
of the ship io cany twenty 12-pouuder guns." 

A Consultation, the 22nd July 175 >, records* Tlie marine 
paymaster la3's hoforf the Board an indent for 2-150 covils of 
timber of sorts wanted for the ensuing 3'i'ar and the inei chants 
offeiing to contiact for it at the following prices which arc deemed 
reasonable Agreed that a contract be acconlingl3' entered into 
with th'jm, namcl3'®: 

l'\)r Sli.ttccr -at lit I.S llic co\ii. Foi Tollia 4? Die coni- 
„ Oilnncy 01 ,i „ Crookcii 4^ ,, 

„ Vciaw fi'i „ „ Koics 130 foi 76 

A Consullation, the 28tli Jauuai3’‘ 17C7, i coords; The land 
])a3Tnaster iepre«!enis that a quantit.v of timber being wanted for 
the use of lr..s office, he has had a paicei tendered him at the following 
priccp, which aie_ approved lie is ordered lo contract for the F.ame 
accordingl}', the timber to be suivc3'ed b}' the pioper olficcrs jnevious 
lo Its being accepted.^ 


Sh.ilcor, coiits 

.700 at P.3. 1 1 

Rs 

1200 

Dliiinbuy 

> f 

200 

10 

99 

2000 

Oil.iiir’y 

II 

200 

„ 7^ 

II 

1450 

Voi .an 

II 

200 

„ c^ 

• • II 

12,70 

ToUm 

II 

lOU 

11 5i 

• If 

525 




Total Its. 

5)12.7 


On the IStli Maich 1768, with a view lo piovidc for a constant 
slock of timber, the Court write ; It appearing absolutel}'’ iicccs- 
, sary for our interest that a largo stock of seasoned timber should he 
alwa3'6 on hand 'for the marine and other uses, wc recommend it lo 
you tr^ jitiact for it at the clicajicst lime. None of this timber shall 
he sold io inivatc persou.s unless on very extraordinary occasions. 
Even then applicatiou must bo made to the Board in writing, and at 
the same time the Superintendent must certi£3'' that it ma5' be spared 
without pioiudicc to our interest. Our timber must bo deposited in the 


1 Conrl lo Piomliay 5lli April 1754 paro 38, Tub. Dop. Couit'h LcUci's Vol. -1' of 
]772.17ri6, 1-12. 

® Bom. Gov. Consultation 1.7th Ocl 1751, Tnli Diaiy 27 of 17.74, 288. ■ 

5 Bom Gov. Consultiilion 22ntl .Tuly 1735, Pub. tliaiy 2S of 1755, 270-2S1. 

< Public Dial y 48 of 1 TG7, 85. 
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maiiuc TOiil or some olhci place peparato fiom what may bclon" to 
piivate pel sons * 

Thiep yeai'! latei they a^ain atuto: As it is essentially nece=saiy 
that a huge stock of timbci should be constantly kept up foi the service 
oE 0111 manne, llial the ici-sels may be built and rcpaiicd with 
seasoned tinihei, i\e sliongly loconimend this object to yoiii allention. 
We licieby jiositively ordei and diiect that the Compan}''s timber he 
used 111 building and icpanmg oiir Cl inzeis only, and on no pictence 
nliatevei be applied to the seivicc of private vet sets - 

Tor pronding luggage boats, a Consultation of the 3id August 
1763 veeoids: The sei\uce lieing much distiesscd foi luggage boats 
it IS agreed to build six, thiec with and thiee without decks But as 
from the inimbci of \essels now' building in the marine yaid they 
cannot possibly be completed heie, and as we iindei stand llicj' may he 
contiactcd for at Suiat and Ganden ii])on cheapei tcims than we 
could constiiict them lieie, tlic Clnel and Council at Sniat must be 
dncctcd to issue public notice that w’c will leccive scaled piopaisals 
from any peisoiis desiious foi coiiti acting foi the same on Tiiesda)' 
the 23id instant, the Iwats to he constincied njioii the plan and of the 
dimensions to bo delivered in bj’ the SiipeiinteudiMil." 

As in spite of this notice no pioposals weie icceucd, a Consultation of 
the 2nd Scplenibei 170S iccoids Ab no piopo^als have been leccivcd 
foi tiinbei 01 luggage boats eithei at Sin at oi at this place, it is 
agreed to 01 del the Chief and Council to 2 jiii chase si\ of the lattci 
as neai the dimensions of tho=e we want as possible hut not to 
he above two yeais old. If none aie to be pmchaseil they must 
in such ease cause six to he built exactly agi ecablc to the dimensions 
wc sent them upon the cheapest lei ms and to be eom^deted as soon as 
2 io= 6 ible.‘ 

In aiitJioviiig the cncouiagemcnt gnon by the Bombay Govcinment 
to ship-buiIding the Couit wiile, the 5th A]»ul 1770 We appiovo 
yoni iiici easing the pay of the tw'o sons of the late Laiji "Wadia. 
Wc shall send the eldest who has succeeded his fcthei as inastci bnildci 
a silvei mle wdnoli jou aic to picsent to him togethoi with a shawl m 
our name with the «amc formality as was befoic observed to Ins father, 
in oi'dei to enconiage him to behave with diligence and lidehty If the 
rule cannot be got leady to go liy these ships, it shall lie sent by the 
next opportunity ' 

At a Consultation, the loth August 1776, the following estimate 
of the expense of rebuilding the btilnnuw was hud hefoie the Boaid ■ 
Estimate of the ehaigcs to build a ship of the folloivmg dimensions, 
namely® ; 


* Conitto Boniliay IStU Marcli 17G8 para 37i Pub Dup Couif'! L Vol 7 of 17G5- 
17G8, 310 Comp of StanGing Ord Vol 2 of 1750 - 17bS, 90 
J Court to Bombay 2jtb April 1771 p-ira 31, Pub Btp Court’s L Vol 8 of 17G9- 
1771, 27 1 Comp of Stonding Ordi Vol 2 oUTS'J . 178',| 101 
’Bom Goi Consultation 3nl Aug 1738, Public Dj.iri Cl of ITCR, 17.7 
^ Bom Goi Consultation 2nd Sept 17GS, Public Iliaij 51 of ITGS, 493 

1770, Pub Pep Court’s L Vol, 9 of 1772-1777, 27r, 

' 1 ub. Dial T 70 of 177C, C43 -611 
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Chapter II Limji, Baijoi Limji, Bnstam Blukilji, and Nan/ibbai Kaitaiiji 
Tiade cimt‘! of the undui mentioned "-oiU of GauduM timbei and 

15 cois'O's of lcuec!> foi tlie maime soi\iee pait to be deluded in 
Tricu of_riin ler, J^oveniliei and the leiuaindei in Felnnaiy nest I ara soiiy to aeiiuaiiit 
yonr Ilonom that uotwithbtandini' my ntmoit endeiuouis I eonld 
not inevail on them to aceejit le-s than llie pnees allowed them in 
1776 as they alleged they could not all'oid namely 

SImUlt at lis It'S I the emit ToIIm at Its .lyiic cout 

Uilanuj „ ,, 8J ilu Ciuuk(.il ,| „ ol ilo 

Verruw ,, „ 7 \ <lo Knee's „ „ aO tliu LOigu 

The mei chant's luivc as iibual csccuted cuutiacts foi the delucry of 
the timber conformable to my addio'-s of the Sth June la^t ' 

On lecoipt <j[ the alto\e the Boaid ob'^eivc, the 7th Octobei 177S 
The maiine pajinastei lepoits by letter that amenable to oui nideia 
nndei the 20th aiugnst he has coiiti acted for the timber wanted m 
his depaitment at the same piicca as given inl770jWh'ch woie the 
lowest teims piocuiahle - 

’ Ilegaidiiig the want of a diy dock, the 29th "Deeeniher 1686, the 

Bomlu,}' Council wiite to the Company A diy dock lor the lelittiug 
of ships will be of gi cat use line and may be easily m.ule. This the 
Deputy Govcinoi Sii John Wyhoiue does believe inij' be ohgieat use 
and piolit to yoiu Ilonouis, and indeed so it mn&t be , fov all ships 
in these seas when they know' of a dock w'heie they may he diy 
Fecuioly, will corns to clean and lepan then ships The ship Fuulcon 
had not lelt hei bones heio had tlieie been a dock Sii John Wybome 
has w lute to the Captain Guneial about it We do not know' w’lut 
the event of this inittei may be and tbciefoie can only siy it will be a 
nccessaiy jirolitable woik wlien done' 

1711 In tlieir letlei to Bomliay, the 17ih Apiil 1711, aftei mentioning 

the advantage of a dock the Coiiit of Ducctois luld In Inijics 
that one time oi othci it would be done w c w ould have you eoiisidei 
of it and wheie you might liest make it eompietel}' good and lit to 
take in one 01 lathci two ships and let iis know' it witii yui opinion 
theieiipoii foi our final decision AVe .iie not willing you should have 
too much woik upon yoni luinds at once, hnt w'ould lathei see the 
mo'>t neee-saiy liist concluded Still we believe it would be a gieat 
biJiielit to llie owneis, and ns, that their ships should bo new' tloiined 
andgiaied bel'oic they lotuin tor Uuioiie, as it would contiibute to 
ihe bhoitcmng their passage, and, by the bettei eomiug at any defects 
in the hull, w'ould pieseive then caigocs fiora damage.* 

17 J9. A Consultation, the . 'lid Januaiy 17-19, lecoidb ■ AVe coiisidei that a 

diy dock at this place cajiablc of icceumg a sliip of 50 gims would 
bo extiemely useful foi cleaning or lepaiiing sLijis belonging to tlio 
Ilonouiablc Comp.iny oi pruate tradfis and would tlieieby bring man}' 
advantages to the ibland paiticulaily in lobpcet to tiade and mobt 

' I'ub Biarj 74 u£ 177S, 717 -Pub. iJi.irj 71 of 177S, 70.7 

' BomKiy to Couit JUtb Ucc ICbD, Set Out L, 1} j of 1077 - 10b7, 11 i'orrtat's 
Honii. btriis, I 1 10 

CuiiTt to lloiiil a. i7tli .\piil 1711 I’ara 70, Ccuij) of sla'i'liugUul \'ol I of 17ij. 
1721, 110- 1 lu 
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Limji, Baijoi Limji, Rustam ]3liil£.'i3i, aud Ndn.'ibliSi Kai&auii 
for J 150 conts of the undci mentioned soils of Gjiideii timlwi and 
In corirus of knees for llic mat me soimcc paii lo be delueied in 
Novcinbei and the icinaindei in Fcbinaiy next I am ‘•oii y to aciiuaiiil 
3'onr Ilunoui lliat notwithstanding my utmost oiide.iioins I cnnld 
not jneviiil on them to accept lees than the jniccs allowed them in 
1776 as tliej- alleged thei' could not affoid it. iiamelj' : 

SliiiO'cr at Its 151 tlic co\it Tnlli.i .it Itn 5^t1icco\it 

Oibinoj „ „ BJ flo Cioiikcd „ „ nt rio 

Vcrroii ,, „ 71 Jo Kiifos „ „ 5(1 tiiccoij'i. 

The meichaiits have as usual executed contracts for the delivcri' of 
the timhei coiiformahle to m 3 ' addiess of the 5th June last ^ 

On icci’ipl of the alioic the Bo.iid ohscivc, the 7 th Octohui 177 S 
The maiine jiai'inastei lepoits I15' lettei that agi ecahle to oni oideis 
undei the 20th August he has coiitiacted foi the tmibei wanted in 
Ins dcpailrneni at the same pnees as given m 177 Cj winch w etc the 
lowest tcims pmeuialile - 

Regaiding the w ant of a di3' dock, the 20 tli Decemhei 1686 . the 
Bomhay (.'oniicil wiilc lo the Compaii}' • A di 3’ dock ioi the lefitting 
of ships will he of grc,at use heie and m.i\' be e-isili' made Tin*: the 
Dcjiuty Goveinoi Sii John Wi borne dot's believe mav' be ol gieat 11-c 
and in'ofil to 3 oni Ilonouis, and indeed so it must fie, foi all “liips 
in these seas' when thc3' l^now' of a dock vvheie thc3' may he diy 
peouiel)', will come to clean and lepan their ships. The shij) Faulcon 
had not leit liei hones heio liad tlieie been a dock Sii John 'Wv’hoinc 
has w lot 0 to the Cajitaiii Gcueial about it "lYc do not know' vih.it 
the event of this mittev mav he and theiefoie can 01113 
ncec.ssavv' pvofitahlc wovk when done’’ 

In then Icltei to Bonvlm*, the 17 lh Apiil 1711 , aftei nieiilioning 
the advantage of a dock the C'oiiit of Biiectoib arid. In Imjics 
that one time or other it would be done w c W'ould have 3011 consider 
of it and wlieic yon might best make it eoin])Ietel3' gmnd .and litlo 
take 111 one 01 ratliei tw o ships .and let us know it with v'ovii o|iiiiion 
tlieicupon £01 oui tinal decision IVe .aie not willing von should have 
loo much woik upou v'oiu hands at once, hut would i.athci tee the 
most nccessjuyli 1st concluded Still wo believe it would be a gie.it 
benefit to the' owncip, and us, that then slups should he new r-leaiied 
andgiaved heloiotliov ictiun foi Em ope, as it would contiibnte to 
the slioitemng then pas-^ige, and, Jiy the bcttei coming at any defects 
in the liidl, would pioscivc then eaigoes fiom damage * 

A Consviltatiovi, the 3 id .Tanuaiy 1749 , lecoids Wc coiiPidei that a 
dvy dock at this place cap-ahle of lecciving a ship of .60 guns would 
he cxtiemely useful fov clcauing 01 iciiaiung ships belonging to the 
llonouiablo Company 01 puvatc tindeis and would theieliy hung many 
advanlaoes to the isKvnd p.aiticulaiJ3' 111 icspect to tiade and most 


r Pub Piar^ 7V of 1778, 717 
’ l]ninb,ij to Couit Hfltb Pet 
Home Sliic&, I. MO 

Court to Jlonil aj 17lb April 
17il, 115-14G 


= riib Pi.ni 74 of 1773, 70^ 

1036, “ICC Out Ij, IS 4 of 1077-1087, 11 Turrcit’s 

1711 para 70, Comp of .sti'i'lingOicl. Vol lot 1715- 
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|)vanclics of lliu lovcniios. Also that the charge, by computation not 
exceeding 11'^. nUOO, would he soon icnnbmsed by collecting a duty 
oil all <^llip‘^ that make use of the dock. It is thciofoic agreed that 
the same bo undeitaken on the irouourabic Coinjiany's account., 
hollowing money oC the ha.nk foi the amount for which a distinct, head 
!■= to be kept on the general book Diiectcd theicforc that such timber 
and jilank as may be u anted for tlic gates of the dock be indented for 
to Telheheiry.^ 

Next 3 ’eii, the 7lh IMaich 1750, the Court write: AVe agico uith 
you m opinion that a dry dock capable of leceiving a tiftj-gun sbip 
may bo cxtiemely useful, and thciefoic ap])iove of your undeitaking 
it, as well as the method you luoposo for reimbursing the expeii'-es of 
inalcing it.' 

A year after, . the fith Alarcb 1751, they write • The dry dock 
when fim>-]i 2 d will bo of general advantage to llic jilaeo in causing ships 
to losort to Domhny to elcan and iclit, and we aio of your opinion tliat 
we shall soon he reiinlmrsed the expenses in building it by a modulate 
duty being collected for all ships that make use of it, the fixing the 
late oC which no sliall leave to your disci clion “ 

A Consultation, the 3rd .lulv 1750, lecords ; The dry dock ordered 
to he set about at the picsidoncy in Consullalion the Sul Jamiaiy 
17‘19 being timshed, the latcs to lie paid foi all ships and vessels that 
go into it aic now settled, namely the sum of 11s 150 for the first 
spimg and Ils lUO for cvoiy spiing they lemam in it aftci wards ‘ 

A Consultation, the 2Sth tTanuary 1753, rccoids- It being ,iudgcd 
that if the heads of tJie dry dock he earned a little fiiither out, it 
Mould not only he more commodious but he a means of tlic tides cai- 
rying off the filth ■which at present settles in it and as tlic same luav 
he done for a small exjiensc it is agieed that it ho set about aud fuiit-hcd 
as s])ccdily as possible '■ 

Ilcgaiding the utility of the Dombay Dock, the 5tli Apiil 1751, the 
Conit ■wnlc . We are well satisfied of the gicat utility of the dock at 
IJomliay, not only as it series every purpose for oni onn ships but as 
it Inings a considerable trade to the jilace by rcpaiimg the shijipnig 
for Dengal and othci' pails of India But we aic aciiuaiiited that to 
lender it comiilcte there is still n anting another a.t the cud of it, to 
form a double one, that a ship may be shut up aud icpaiicd uliilo the 
outer dock serves for all other occa'.ions You are therofoic licieby 
empoiveied aud diicolcd immediately to piocccd upon with all con- 
'vemeut despatch aud to comjilctc a dock ■ndtliout the iiicsciit one upon 
such a plan as you shall judge ivill best ausivor the puipose.® 

A Consultation, the 13tli June 1755, recoidsiTbc Suiicrintcudent 


* IJom. (^o^. Con'-uUalion 3jcl .Tnii. 1719, Pub. Dimy 23 of 174!l, 3. 

= Coml,ioHombaN 7UiMuicli 174!) (17.90) pain 63, I'ub Dcp. Comt’s Lotlers 'Vol.S 
of 1712 • 17.')!, 198. ‘ 

'* Court lolJoiiibiyGtli Mniclil730il761) i>.aia70, Pub Dcp. Court’s LoUcis Vol. 3 of 
1742 -1751, 260. 

■* Horn Go^. Cousultation 3i(l .Tulj 1750, Pub. Diaiy 2.S of 1750, 227 
' lloiH Oov Cousultatiou 2Stli Jan. 1751, Pub. Uiniy 21 of 1751, 36. 

** Comt In Hnnib.ij Olh Apiil 1751 p.ii.i 105, Pub Dcp. Coiut’b Lcllcib Vol. 4 of 
1752 170(i, 100 
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lepic'ciil'. ih.it it i^illhc.i ^ic.it itnpi(i\uniciit to ilom iliu ohl thy 
dodi It IS theicfoie ducctcd that it be done in sudi mannci a^ mil 
hjsL nn^nci tlwl i)mpo?c * 

Rpjraidinif the naut of a thud dodc, a ConMill.itinn, the SStli ^laicli 
17C0, leenids. Tlic Siipeiintendcnt TCpic.-cntt. th.it as Ihc lutteiy 
liclow the picseiit dock head innsFof.u onthode'iicd on it*- hmy 
hojjnn iliat it might he caiiied on in ‘■uch mannci as to reive fm one 
Fide of another 01 thud dock in care it should puuc nccc'^-aiy 'tins 
has aceoi ilingly lieeii done lii* the iiiienmmon lowness of the lale 
Fpiing tide?, his ^lajcstj 's ship Ciimhci lunil Ii.is foni timC' heen hi ought 
close to the pic«ent outer dock gate without it being pneeihlc to get hci 
ni. As this has been attended with a giciit loss of time .as u'cll a.s iisk, 
and as we may piohahly often Ixssnbjcctto the like matciial disappoint- 
ment in iciuiiing olhei large sJnpt. of the pqnadioii, aKo seeing that 
the eliannel is alieadj* dug a piopei depth so lli.it .iiiothci oi tliiid dock 
might c.asily ho made at a modciato expense capable of docking such 
fhips at .any time and theiohy gieatly facilitate the jnihhc spn-icp as 
well as save a constant chaige wo now sustain by cleaning the channel 
of mud, llesolied that a thud dock he completed as soon as possible 
iiiidci the .Supenntendent's ducclions, which mil picvcnt the Principal 
lingineoi's attention being dncctcd fiotn the fortilicatioiis - 

Refevring to the above, the 6th May 1 7(51, the Coiiit wide You 
lepiesont the necessity of Iming a thud dock and of vour haiaiig 
given oidois foi completing it as soon as iiossihle inidei the Supciin- 
tendcnl's diiections, winch you s.av may hp easily made nt a modeiatc 
expense on account of some continancos foi loinici w'oiks If tins 
piece of w'oil: was ^o essentially iieces«aiy as you assme il w.w we 
must acquiesce But ceitiinly you oiiglit not to have oidcicd it 
to 1 x 3 set about hefoie .an estimate of the whole expense has lieen laid 
hofoie you and well considcied. Indeed you should not have tilled to 
h.ave sent to us such estimate instead of the hefoic noticed loose maniici 
of cxpicssuig joui selves as to the expense M'c thciefoic think it 
absolutely necessaiy to icpeat our ordcis that no woiks of expense aio 
to be set about without 0111 pi cmous Ic.ave unless tlicv aio leallv and 
essentially nccessaij ® 

A Consultation, the 7tli .Tuly 1761, iccoids • Many inconveiiicnees 
hanng hecii found to lesnlt in the conise of lofitting the squ.adion 
fiom a w.ant of the thud diy dock, it is oidcicd that it he e.iincd out 
wutli the utmost expedition which wall enable ub to dock the lai gest 
ship of tlie squadion at any spimgs.* 

A Consiiltafaon, the 23id July 1762, lecoids The outer dock has 
heen canymg on as fast as the tides w'ould admit of woikmg upon 
cvei since the Admiial lecommendcd its being coniiJetcd and not a 
moment’s time mil he lost in finishing it ’ 


' Tab Pnrj 26 of Ifu.”, 2J.T 

- Bom. Go\ Consnltalion 2Stli Marrli 1700, rub Di.irj .'ll of ITOO, 2S5 
“Court to Bonibaj- Gth JIij 17Clp.u.i 107, I’uli Pi-ii Coiiit - Lettcis Yol 3 of 
17o/ -1701, 388 

^Boin (io\ Consnltntion 7tli July 1701, Tull Di.iij J7 of 17CJ, JSo 
“ Bom Goi. ConsiiUiilinii 2Jnl Jiilj 1762, I’tiI' Diaiv 36 of 1702, J03. 
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A Con'-ultation, the 2 "iil July 1765, records: Our treasury being: 
now pietty strong and the third dry dock nearly completed, tire same 
IS ordered to be conlrrriicd and finished as soon as possible ^ 

The j\rainie Sri]ier]iitendent repiescntiiig’ the necessity of a dock at 
Mr'izgaoii, a Consultation, the 30th June 1769, records llead a letter 
from the Superintendent, wherein he recommends the making of a dock 
at ]\Iazgaoir for the use of sliips that do not exceed 300 tons burthen, 
and tliat proper stoi chouses may bo erected eontiguorrs to it for the 
reception of their stores. lie likewise recommends sundry matters as 
indispensably necessary for the good of the seiAnee, whieh are therefore 
ordered to be put in execution ; and an cstiinate of the expense which 
mil be incur red by making the dock and building the stoiehoriscs at 
]\Idzgaou is onlcicd to be lu'cirared and laid before us accordingly.® 

On the 7th October 1769, an estimate of the dr 3 '’ dock at Mazgaon 
amounting to Its. 10,025 uas lard before the Board, when tho_v 
oidbied it to bo caiiicd into execution agreeable to tlieir resolution of 
the 30th June last In their letter to lire Corn*!, on the 30th Noremhor 
1709 Govoiument write "When the Mazgaon dook is finished the duty 
will bo colloetcd for the rise of it as is now done for the docks in 
Bombay " 

On the Sotli April 1771, the Court express their approval of the 
!Mdzgaon Dock They mite . "We approve the making of a dock with 
storehouses at jSIiizgaon as also of the duty you intend to levy for 
such p'livato vessels as shall be repaired in it and hope the expense of 
excoriting that" work will not exceed the estimated sura of Its 10,025.* 

On tiro 2 ud I^’obiuary 1773, the Chief Engineer mites to Govern- 
ment : Finding that the workmen I sent from the new fortifications 
for the completing of the third dry dock, do const.mtlj' diminish In- 
desertion insomuch that by tins means the labourers are iCLluccd to 
half their stipulated iiuinberj and as such dcEcrtiou is principallj^ 
owing to lire vei_v l.ihonous rvork tlicy are obliged to perform 1111011 
working at the dock, ly being often up to their middle in mud and 
('hliged to attend at any hour of the night iihen wanted, and all this 
without aiij' additional paj' or consideration for such extraordinary 
ivoik, I have taken the liberty to repicsent to your llonoiii the iiecos- 
sitj' there is of employing five hundred labourers at the dock and pier 
ivoilis exclusive of the number at present ordered to be cmploj'ed, and 
leave it to your rioiioui’s consideialion whether an meiea'-e of ten 
res per da}' be not proper, as an oneoiiragcmeut and m consideration 
of tlicir cxtiaoi dinar }'■ attention and laboui.® 

On reading the aboA’e letter the same daj' the Board resolved in 
cousidciatiou of the very hard duty to the labourers who -work on the 
• docks. that ten res per dieiii additional pay ho allowed them.® 


‘ Boin Gtov. Consull.itinn 2'iicl .Tiily 1705, Tub. rVinry 45 p£ 1703, 457. 

" Bom Oov. ConsHltatioii 30tU .Tuiio 1709, I’ub. Diaiy 54 of 1709, 570. 

® Pub Diniy 51 ol 1709, 70 O. Pub. Ucp. LoUers to tlio Comt Vol 10 of 1709, 57. 

■* Couil to Bombiiy 23tb April 1771 piim. 4.1, Pub Dop Couit'e Lcttcis Vol. 8 of 
1709-1771,257. “Pub Diniy 03 of 177.3, 71. 

® Bum. Gn\. CnnsnU.itinii 2ncl Fob, 177.3, Pub. Diury 03 of 177.3, CG 
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A Con«;HU.iti«in, tlm 17th M'lV 177:5, iPCduU- Tim ..f llm 

M cmiil dock R.ito IwiiifT W'mn and the tliu'sludd of the K.it.-- We, 
as aji])eu'. h> a s^mey Out lias Iwen held mill, an e'-tim itu iif the 
exj ciisc of rejuiiiii'; the same .iTid of lixiiii; llie thre-Iiolil nii -nth :i 
conslnmlioii tlut (lie depth of w.itei will h" the smie a^ m tlm 

outward deck, is now l.iid l.i>foie the Ue.iid ainoniitiiii; (o Us 

It is tliciefore oideied that iL be cxccntcd a}:iei-ihle theieto.^ On this 

(icc.isum the llo.ird leniaik that the dutv paid foi dotkni!; sliip., 1 = \eiy 
tiiiiin^ and imt at all ade«iuatc to (he cxiicnsf ol oiciimt' and hhuilini' 

the dwk f^ates. and other ihaijje- iiic lined theiehy, nm does the dutt 

now- cnlleeleii hen ant de^jice of propoitimi to the Ik nelit that the 
jhip leceites therefiiiiii , it is le'oltid theufeie that from heiiceftii- 
waid this duty he doiilih* what it is nl jneseiit.* 

On the onmidelioii of the thud dit doik, a Coiisnltation of the J^ih. 
May 177.1 iccnuU- As the thud dry dock is cmnideled, the cliaitre 
of it iniis-t he dcliteied otei to the I.ind p.itnn.istoi h_\ the dock anil 
jiier ]).ivinastoi, with all Moies that lK-lon!> to^ it, lists of which 
signed hy them holli must In; laid hofoic the Uoaid.* 

On the eomidetinn of the :^^azpaon Hock, .i Con-iiltalion, the ISlh 
rcbiuaij 1771,ieeoids The deck .ind juei paniiaslei iciioitincr that 
the dock at ^Iiizjjaon is completed, it must be jmt undei the oulers of 
the land pajniastei and c\eijthinif l>cIon»inu: thereto deh\c>ivd with it, 
luvcntoiios of winch signed bj Ibcni both iinist l^i laid befoie tbo lloaid ’ 
Ue^r.iidinjj the Uoinlm Docks, rm tbo 27th Deeoniitei 177S, tlio 
commiltco icpoit to Gotcimnent • IJaMii;' in oltcdiciite to the coiii- 
niands of youi Ilonnni leiy ininutolj mncicd llie Bombay Docks, 
wo hate now the honoui to lav the ohsen.it ions we hate nude icsjcet- 
1115 (hem bcCoic youi llononiahlc Boaid The hciahl of the spnii" tides 
for nine months m the jew fiom the set of the ^.ile is Efeneialh fiom 
1 " feet Hi inches to 1 1 toot The icore 111 the ret now- in inches, w hich 
m.ai be cut .away J inelies moie m.akm^ 1 1 inches, will then sjicc fiom 
, 1.0 feet to 1 . a feet 2 inches In the months of .Tamiaiy rchiuai\ and 
^Lu eh the tide-, use liiphei than in any of the othei months beiiipr in 
gcneial fioin l.'i feet to l.'i feet 0 imhes .alxwe the set of tlio cate, and, 
allowing foi the set will gne horn 10 feet 2 niche- to 10 feet S inches 
This will lake in any 7H-gun sluji, but will not adiiiil the new 74-giin 
slups as tlie^- cannot wath tafetj he hiought to a snuller diaiight of 
w.alcv than 17 feet 6 inches 01 17 feet at laast The bink at the 
cntianec of the dock iiinst aUo lie .alwajs lemoved hv a niiml>oi of 
people at sluing tides licfoic any laige ships can he t.dcon in, tVe aic 
of opinion that no niatciial aUciation= c.iu bo made in the docks besides 
deepening the tcoies in the sets of tbo gate.- ami wademng the middle 


1 Bom Gov. Cniiciitt.ition ]7t1iMii} 1773, Puli Dmrj fil of 177.3, 3‘'C (Xes GA.G) 

' Bom. Goi. Consultation SStli Ulnj 1773 , Puli Dinr^ G 3 of 177 ‘t, lOD 
’Bom Gos Consultation IStli Poll 1771 , l*ul' Diar,, 05 of 177 1 , 02 On tlic 7 tli 
Isoi. 170 s, tlic Solicitor Mr II Foiicslcr CnnaUlilc iirili.s to GoM-ninicut 1 Iiaio to 
correct, or ratlicrto strike out, tbi note inacrtcil in about ji iiru SO of tlic case u ^pccliii'r 
tbo dry dock at Sl.trgaon as to tbo lime it nas made, a- I find it nns not kc^in nil 
.about tbo j car 1770 , and tint llio ground for ulncli an abatcuicnl of lent nas madr 
soino few jears aftri th.it, must bo undorstood to iiicliido tbo place of tlio doci as Well 
ns tbo marine jnril there. Be\. Dinrj S 2 of 1798 , 1733 , 



Uatci'ialB.J 


AND ISLAND. 


201 


dock wIiiVli .it piC'^ciit JS latlici too narrow* for working on llio large 
fcliiljs. Ikit iliP docks can by no means be deepened ■nithoul lendciiug 
them n«'Clc^': for one year at least. "We arc fuilbcr of opinion that two 
^ new* docks may be built abre.ist of the second and tbud docks capable 
of receiving any of the 71-gim slnjis by removing the hospital as 
meiitinncd by the ITononrablc Company in their commands of the 
'1th Apiil 1707, .and lixing the ships foi building w'hcre the hospital 
now* stands. Such a lemoral would gicatly conduce towards making 
the marine yaid mm c commodious as theic is at present little room. 
In Older to show* the c.apaciousness of the present docks W’C beg leave 
to lay before vour Honour a list of sevcial of llis IMajcstj'^s line of 
battle ships that have been m them shownng the draught of w*ater they 
wcic taken in at* : 


Jht Maji-ly's Shipt of the Line tforkctl at Jiomhay, 175S - 177S. 



When Docked. 

At whit Pock. 

VltKITT OF Wmil 
TAk>\ IN, 

Fornard, 

Ahrcaat 

■Varmoiitu 

NowclsiIo , 

Uuinhirtaii'l 

rchniarj 17C0 
I)cecnihi.i IT'iS 
Tuiuara IT.'iS 

Second 

Tirst 

Srooiid ... 

n 

HI9, 

n 

ins. 

'Omfioii , 

.Tiih 17*11 

Do. 

It 

0 

1*1 

0 

"Ugcr 

No* cniher ITH 

1)0 

It 

0 

IS 

() 

Mtilnav . 

I'liathiiii) 

.hih 17C1 

Jamiar* 1701 

Do 

no 

It 

7 

14 

10 

WiMii'iiilh 

Ainil 170.1 

I»o 

14 

3 

11 

3 

•riinlHlli 

Stptomber 1701 

D.) . 

14 

0 

It 

0 

•XordiHiiihorhiiil 

.Tamnn 177J 

Do 

It 

10 

1.' 

0 

UmVlngham . 
‘Intupiii . 

Do. 

Third 

11 

10 

14 

11 

rchniarj 1773 . . 

Snond 

14 

0 

11 

0 

■Orfonl 

Dll 

Third 

14 

n 

1.7 

0 

• 1\ arw lek .. 

M irch 1773 

Do, . . 

13 

0 

1.1 

0 

Sah'lnirj 

.Taiiiiar* 177(1 

Dll 

14 

0 

11 

c 

•Itll'JlO l 

Itlmiar,' 177S> 

Do • 

1*. 

0 

15 



TJ.— Those iiml.C'I " wcrclioic with n lighter. 

On ie.iding the above leiiort at their Consultation, the 11th Janu- 
ary 1779, tlie Select Committee obscixe; Head a rcpoit fiom the 
committee :i]ipointcd to suivey the docks m Septemlier last, w*hich, with 
the list theicm enclosed, is oidcicd to be lecoidcd foi the information 
of our llonoui.iblc jMaslcr*-.* 

_Tn 17 SI Tins Mai’estj 's squadion wns lepairedat Bombay. Touching 
this, the 21th Apiil 17S1, ]le.ai Admnal Sir Edwmd Hughes w'litcs 
to Goseimnont . 'Ihc icady and cheerful a'-sistance ■which I have 
icceutid fiom you in your conjunct capacity as Piesidcnt and Council, 
as well as fiom each of you in youi separate departments of the 
Company's FOI vice, in docking rojiairing and lofitting His ^fajestj-'s 
squadion under my command at this ■sciy ciitical pciiod of our affaiis 
calls foi ill my waimcst acknowledgments. I vciy tiucercly thank 
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* v.nil I’l’l D. .ry 20 ol 1779, 17 -IS. llic Court •; ordor ot ilic dtli April 17C7 

Ipim 30) runs . 'li'* w ".it i f .i ^i-op’r plarc near tlie iinnnc jnnl for the Comjmy 'i 
t.inl'i r, .'liieli i- .vit. tiuri in t'.ie repiit of the CiiTniniltco of rniimri, jcems ahso'.ntily 
nee.’.^iry to lo jtiu .'h l thcrcinn. p.->rmit yoa for tins purpose to make an% .altera- 
t'len a "th lor.inl t ' till' 1 "pit \1 n t am in.inncr that may l>o mo=t conduciNC i"’ 
ovi >sU.'ri-t l*i.h D p < .ii.r. » 1-. v, rs \ ol. 7 of ITirj 170S 213. 

- Sli'. t .O'll i’.i' 1' 2> i f lT;i' 11, 
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3'ou Sii mill penlleinen not only foi j'oin nnne.iiiL‘cl zeal in aFMslnig' me 
to the utmobt of your power in tlic lefit of the scjiiarlioa undei my 
command but alcfl foi tlio jici'^onal alleniioii you neie pleaded lo pay 
to inypcll and llic officers and men tcivinp: nndci ine Ap you aie 
well aeqnamied imUi tlie {jimt utility and ncce.-'-ity of a 'ijnadion 
of Ills M.njc'.b-'s ships being emplojcd in the i;.isl Indies ni the time 
of wai especially foi the pioteetion of the Comjiany's hade and jmis- 
scssions, .and as you hkcuise know tlmt tin’s m the only poit in the 
East Indies wlieie a .ship ot the line can be docked and cffeeliially le- 
filtcdj I think it a duty iiicumlxmt on my station to state to j’ou such 
ineomemcnees as have mison lo me in the coui.se of oui late icfitliug' 
These, though no eveitions of jouis oi mine could at that hnie 
lemedy 01 picveiit, aie now wholly in loni powci to amend if not 
olmale befoic the scpiadion will base occasion lo ictiiiu to this poll 
lo lelit Ihe lust and nvlccd Ihe most c.apital anii'iidmeiit T would 
pioj’osc to 3-011 IS in the pic'ent depth of walei in the low'er and middle 
docks as fiom the want of a few niehes mine watoi tliice of the line 
of luttlc ships weie neaped 01 dclaved each foui teen da^'s longei tlian 
was othei wise nocessai to keep the ship in dock. To oln ule any 
such aecideiit in futuie I beg leave to point out to you the best and 
most ellectiial means that occur to mo to put the ducks and maiinu 
3'aid 111 such a state as tq be able to afloid a sine speedy and cHectiial* 
lefit to Ills iMaioet^-’s sbips. Eoi tins puiposc I would locoinmcnd 
to 3'oii to «et about deepening tbe lowci and middle docks with all 
expedition wlueli 1 am assuied'b}' good autboiit.y ni-u' be done .it ksist 
fioni 12 lo Iti luclies Aho both dock'., should be on the same level 
This will ho attended with tlwi gieatest advantage as it will give tune 
foi putting two ships into the docks on the •-ainc tide as well as 
seem 0 a positive cei taint}' of docking and undocking the lino of hatlle 
ships w hcnevci Ihei' aie in a condition lo dock 01 undock The w-ant 
of this IS a detect scveicl}' fell in the pie^cnt state of the dockp. 

On biiildni" the two new- docks abieast of the iwosent lowci and 
middle docks as icconimendLd to 3'oui Bo.nd in the icpoit of your 
chief eiigiueer and master attendant, c.iie must be t.aken to gne them 
at le.ist IS mebes raoie w-atci than 111 tbe piescnt lowei dock, .and it 
tlic'c new' docks aie immediately- set about so as lo lx* fimslied in all 
next Decembci, the pi e«cnt docks may icmain 111 the slate they now' 
aic for the use of the tiading sliijis and until the new me finished 

The extent of the maiinc y'.iid as it is at thi^ time is much Ici 
siiuill lo give mom foi the necessiny- quantities of timhei and w-oik- 
mcn I eainostly rccommcud to y-ou that you w-ill extend the y-avd so 
as to compiclicnd the two Suigeons’ houpe's and the hospital on that 
Ride Also tliat the piisoneis lie moved fiom the house now- made a 
]7i'i«on, and the w-hole of the house ho ojiened, ac w-a« the case foinieily, 
for the pill pose of fitting iigging and contaiiung the stoics of the 
ships 111 dock Tlie piecent leiy ciowded state of the y-aid evidently' 
letai'db the progie'^s of the w-oikmcn and pievenls its Iwing kept in 
that clean condition so neeepsaiy to the health of such as lahoui m it, 
and thojail, malcmgasitwcie'a pail of the yaid, is gioatly incon- 
Tenient and a luiifcaiico. 

One thing mni,* oecurp to me as not only useful but iiecestaiy wliicli 
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I submit to 3 'oui' coiisideraLion As the Company fiirni.-!!! wureliou-ccs for 
the reception of the salt piovisions sent to this place for the service of 
.Tli<? Majesty^s sipiadron, and as much inconvcmcnce has aiiscii to the 
inhabitants lesidingin the gaiii^on from the necessaiy survej'in^ lepack- 
ing and repickhng the said piwisions, I am of oiniiion that lodging such 
pioMsions 111 a diy ■\vell-built shed or a house creeted on the Ayollo 
giound walled lound and tiled on the roof would icheve the inhabitants 
fiom the mueh-complaincd-of stench aiising from doing what is 
ab'-olutely necessary for the pieservation of the salt provisions 
This change would also tend to the better preservation of the 
pioi'isions as such a house projieilj' eonstnictcd must be much 
Cooler th.an the waiehouscs wlicic thej' ai e now lodged mthin the gari ison 
and the heat of such close warehouses must iiiomotc the decay and 
rottenness of the meat If this mode of stoiing the .salt provisions 
be inn sued the agent Victnaller'.s correspondent here will have my 
orders to remove them to the place appointed by j'ou for then* recep- 
tion * 

Referring to tins letter fiom the lle.av Admiial of his Jlajestj’^s 
sipiadroiij a Consultation, the ISth June 1781, recoids* It will be 
totally impos.sihle to construct two new docks within the time men- 
tioned by the Admiral, and if w’c set about any alteiations to the old 
ones we shall cntiiclj’' be dejnived of their use foi a considerable time 
fi om which gicat inoonvemcnco will lesnlt Resolved that the new 
docks be first constructed and as we have an idea that it msiy bo moie 
convenient to bnild them al. Butcher’s Island as the tide liscs some 
inches higher there than at Bomba)’’, the chief engineer and ma-'tor 
attendant must he dncctcd to give ns their opinion on the siiliject and 
lii)’’ hefuiG ns plans and estimates of the expense of building docks at 
both places The Collector must bo dnected to pitch upon some propei 
spot within the towm w'alls for a jail at the smallest ciyicuse for 
'removal of bouses and the Icjist inconvenience to the inhabit.ints 'J’hc 
suigeons must aho bo directed to loiioitto ns w'liat place may be most 
suitable and convenient to remove tlic hospital to. A jnoper shod 
must be erected on tlic Apollo gioiind foi the reception of the 
King’s provi.sions," 

The follow ing notice of the Bombay docks is iccoided in ililburn’s 
Oriental Comnieicc of about 1808 • The dockyaid is laige and w'ell 
contrived, ha^^llg liaval stoics of all kinds deposited in wmchoiiscs, 
togctbci w'lth huge quantities of timber for lepaiiiiig and building 
ships and foigcs for all kinds of smiths’ work. The di y dock has scarce 
its ecpial foi size or com cnicncc It has three divisions and three 
pair of strong gates so as to be cajiablo of recemng three sliips of the 
lino at the same time. Near the dock is a convenient place to heaye 
dowm sevoial ships at once, wdiich is done W’dl and with great cxjiedi- 
lion Heic is idso a lopc w'alk w'hich for length situation and conve- 
iiieuco equals any in England, that in the King’s yaid at Portsmouth 
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' Pull. Dhiry 78 of 1781, SI 3 -215 Tins siicgcstion of Ailmiriil Hughes seems to be 
the oiigiii of the Cooiici.igc liiiililings on the Kspinnadc. 

= Horn Gov Coiisull.ition Will June 1781, Fuh Pwiy 78 of 1781, 311. Forrcot'o 
Jluiiic 8liic<i, II, ‘-’(ib. 
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Chapter II only oscL*|jtocl , and like ilial it has a covoiing io protect the ivoik- 
Tr^e. Cables and all soit-j of Icssoi coidagc, botli of hcxni) and con, are 

maiiiifaeluied licie ^ 

Liglit Honso, Kegaidiiig' the necessity of electing a light-house on Old Woman's 
liOS. Island, a Consultation, the 5Ui July 1768, iccoids: The Supciiii- 
tendent icpiescnts that it is highly ncces'-aiy io eicct a hght-housc 
upon the point of Old Woman's Island, as well foi the safety of the 
trade in general as for lliat of our Honourable Ifastcrs’ <^lnps in paiti- 
cular nliich geneially ainve in the month of August when it is most 
commonly i,nny hazj' weathei This light-hoii'-e mil liken iso be of 
gicat ii'-e to tlie ciui'-eis sent out to look foi the Eiiiopc sbipo. It 
is tlierefore icsoh-ed that an estimate of tbe expense winch will be 
incuijcd I)}' electing and keeping up a hght-housc be prcpaied and laid 
befoio ns, when we will take into iuillicr considcij.tion the pioimety 
of oai lying it into execution.® 

Two weeks lalei the icquiiod plan and estimate wcie submitted to 
Goveinment, A Consultation, the 22nd Jul}' 1768, theieupon 
rccoids A plan and estimate of the light-house the Suponntendent 
pioposos io oioct on the iioint of Old Woman's Island being now 
laid bcfoie ns, and it appealing that the electing it mil not cost moie 
than fioni Its 4000 to Rs SOOO, ulueh is but a tiiih' when enm- 
paicd with the utility it will be to the liadc in gcneial, it is resolved 
that it be elected on such spot as the Siipciintendcnt may thmk 
propel pioiuded the Engineer has no obioctions " 

Kofciiing to tins hght-honsc on the 7th Febiuavy 1772, the Couit 
wiile to Bombay As the secmity which the light -house cicclcd at 
the Coinpanj’'s expense on Old Woman's Island mil jield to the 
navigation of onr poit must be greatly mcicascd weie the same 
to be constantly lighted instead of its being so at paiticular seasons 
only, winch wo nndcistand to be your picsent piactice, we diiect tliat 
a propel light be kept up during every night thiougliout the ycai. 
As the benefit which the tiadc must theieby loceivo will entitle ns 
to a icimbuiserocnt of the expense of suppoiting the edifice as ivell as 
the lighting of it, you will establish such a duty to be collected on all 
ships and vessels anchoiing in Bombay haibonr as you shall judge 
suliicicnt to dcfiay tlio chaigcs which the Company may incur on that 
account,* 

On the 17 til August 1772, the Supeuntcndcnt ^fi John Watson 
wiitcs Confoimable to your oideis I have the hononi to laj’ before 
yon the cliaiges foi lighting the towoi on Old Woman's Island fiom 
the 1st August 1771 to the 31st of Juh'' 1772, amoiiutmg to 

Rs 629-3-12/’ . J I o 

On icoeipt of the aljovc infoimation, the 10th Augn^ 1772, the 
Board oljseivc. As the Honourable Company have been pleased to 
diicct that the expense of the light-honsc at Old Woman's Island 

* JUbnrn'B Or. Com 1813, 1 170. 

- ii"™ 2°' Copsullatvon 5tli July 17GS, Pnb Dmn 51 of 1758, 385 

• Unm Oo\ Consnlt.itiiin 22u(l .Tuly 17CS, Pulj Diaiy 51 of 17(i8 120 

’ Couil to Bomlijy 7lh Vtl., 1772i«ia31, Pub Dep Comt\ h Vol, 0 of 1772- 1777, 
“•7- ’ Pub Diaii (-1 oi 1772, 700 
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fIiouIcI be borne by the vessels ancboiing' iu llic liarbour, the Superiii- 
lendeni lays before us the above letter onclosiug an aceount of its 
annual cxiiensc amounting to Its. 629-3-1 2, and the mode of levjnng 
a sum agieeable to our Employeis’ oiders equal to this exponso. This 
being considcied, it is resolved and oidcred that 11s 2 for every 100 
tons be collected by the Superintendent fiom each vessel that anchors 
in the harbour ^ 

Eight years later, Ljtli October 1780, the light-house duty was 
i-aifccd fioni Rs. 4 to Its. 10 per 100 tons as recommended by the 
committee of aecounts.- 

About 1808 the following notice of the Colitba Liglit-housc is 
recoidcd by SEilburn: Close to Dombaj', scpaiated only b}' a small 
Clock foldable at low water, is Cohiba, or Old "Woman’s 'island, ■nhich 
liartl}’ forms the north side of the haibour. It is about 2^ miles long. 
Neai its southern extremity stands the light-liousc. This building is of 
a ciieular foim, and has witliin it a flight of steps to ascend to the top ; 
the height is upwaids of 150 feet above the level of the sea, and the 
light may bo seen in clear Aveather tlio distance of seven leagues. ’J'heic 
IS also a signal station uheic nicgular watch is kept day and night, the 
expense of uhich is defiaycd by a rale levied on all vessels ficquculing 
the poit On this island aic baviacks for the military, and occjisionally 
a camp is formed horc, being esteemed a hc.aUhj’ Mtnation. It has 
many delightful villas fccatteied about. The jiomt of Colaba, on 
which the liglit-housc stands, is guai ded on all sides by an extensive 
lecf of locks, divided into prongs; the most dangerous is the S W. 
pioug, Avhich forms the iioithoin boundary of the cntiaiicc into the 
harbour, and Tull leof the sou them. Tlie bic.adlh of the channel 
IxitAvccn the iiroiigs and Tull reef is about three miles ^ 
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' Horn. Gov. ConsuUalion 19th Aug 1772, 1’uh Dmij GI of 1772, 7C.7 
^ Horn Gov Coiimitatioii 13tli Oit 3760, Piih Diaiy 77 of 1780, ilbO As nugiii.'illy 
iinpoccd, the chit} uiis Its 2 in 1772 The rcMilntioii of 1780 shouiithc duty Mas 
raised Iiom Its 2 to Us. -J some time liotivcen 1772 niid 1780. 

'* Milbmn'ti Oi. Com 181.*i, I. 170. 
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Ix 1671 tlic Couifc rccoinmeiulerl that a mint should he 
established .it iloinba} foi coining gold and silicr money (and 
suhscquentlj' copper also) ot such puiity ns to p.ass ainong the 
natives as piccious metal onlyd Those coins weic not to beai anj' 
resemblance to the King’s coin and ncie to ciiculatc onlj" at places 
here the Company tiadcd. 

President Auugicr, and the Council at Bombay, replied that the 
pi eject could not be earned into Lffect, owing to the ncces..itj of 
•sending the bullion to Suiat Koui sorts ot coins would he 
lequired, namelj* gold coins to be called catoliiuis, silver to be called 
anglin.is, copper or eoppteioons, and tin or tiunics “ 

The matter rested until 1675, when President Aungior again 
suggested the cstabllshuiciit of a inmb in Bombay.'* 

On oth October 1G7G the King by Lettei s Patent cmponcicd the 
Company to establish a mint at Bombay for coming nipec'., piec, 
and bujiuh.s, for cii culation in all tlio dependencies ot the Comp.in 3 ' 
in the East Indies,* and a Hi. Smith was sent out .is as>-.iy 
mastci on a ycaily salary of .£60.' 

* The following cxtincts show how the new coin nas leceivcd and 
the difficulties with which the mint had to contend . 

Surat letter to the Company, dated Swally Mniinc 17th J.annaiv 
1G7G "We heicwith send you the scveial soils of coins now minted 
on tlie island. Among the icst wc dcsiie joii to tahe notice that in 
Older to its gieatei consumption the tin coin is made 10 pci cent 
inoie weight}' than it used to be. It Gist went cmrently oH till 
the envious Poitugucsc hiiideicd its passage in their coiiutues and 
tianspoit to the main, almting the value veiy much Mow wc 
hope it will he better cstcunied, and if wo coidd piocuie a laigc 
vent foi it, it would consume a good quantity of tin yearly and 
make it worth Its. 22 the man to you.® 

Suiat letter to Bantam, dated Swally Haiine 25th J.anuaiy 
167G If the Company w'ould please to pciniit a coiiespondencc 
between their ishind Bombay and Bantam and oi dei a corge ot 
copper and othei goods from Bantam thither, it would tnin thuii 
as well if not better to account than as it is now' Ordered; loi tlieic 


> Sec Conrt’sLLttcrs to Surat aiidBnnili.-ij, 2Jnd Pull lC7l Bim.c'sAnn.aKn SiP 2S0 
■Sue Boinliaj I/cttor^i to Court of Idtli danr .and 7t1i Oct 1072 Ilrnco, 11 31S 

* Sco Boinivij Letter to Conit of IStli Jan 1073 in Bi ucp, II ,3CS - HuO 
*Scc Letter from Court to tinrat, 7tli Sr.irrh 1077, in Bruce, II. S'JS, 

’Sco Court's Lcttei to fcurat .and Boinliaj, lotli Jll.ireli IGSl, m Brifue, II. Jl'l. 

* Sur.al to the CDjnp.iiij 17Hi Jan 1070, ."-uiat Patl Out L B 2 of Hi7o 70, 32 
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is a great consumption of copper yearly at Bombay in tlic mint ; 
our pico aiitl other com made there, passing in all parts of the 
Deccan and yields about Rs. 23 the Surat »ia« constantly and 
sometimes more , whereof we pray consider it and if you judge it 
anj' way advantageous to the Compan}’- you may propose it to 
them> 

Surat to Bombay, 21st August 1G76 : As for monoj'' you have 
not signified unto us 3 'our want. Yet in icgard to the mint we 
would have j’ou take out of the ingots of silver to the amount of 
Us. 30,000 or at most so much as will paj* j'our soldiers or discharge 
j'our debts if j’ou owe any. You cannot but be sensible of our 
great engagements at interest and how long it will be before we 
can dispose of such great quantities of goods as aie now come out." 

iSurat to Bonibaj', ]2bh iScptcmbcr 1676. "ire gave j*ou a general 
order in ours of the 21st August which we doubt not but is come 
safe to hand. We then oi dered 3 ’^ou to receive out of the ingots of 
silver to the amount of Rs. 30,000 or at most so much as would 
paj’j'our soldieis and discharge j'our debts (if j'ou owe an}'). This 
we again confirm, for we cannot spare so considerable a (juantity 
of nioncj’’ as j’ou desire from our great engagements at interest. 
If heroattcr j'ou shall be in want of monej’ we shall duly satisiy 
3 ’our bills when you draw them as hitherto we have done.” 

Suiat to Bombaj’, dated Swallj' Marine 10 th October 1670 : Wo 
have made inquiiy for a coiner and shall send you one as soon as 
we can piocuro him.‘ 

Suiat to Bombay, 2lBt September 1G7C : We take notice that 
jmii have received out of the Europe ships 329 plates of copper for 
the' use of the mint.^ 

Surat to Bombaj', 21st November 167G : Wo expect the 
Coinpan 3 '’& ship called the Fotmosa Mcrchani in a short time from 
Tj'wan laden with copper and other goods. We presume she will 
first put into Bombaj'. If so we would have j'ou take on shoic all 
the copper for the use of jmur mint and what other goods j’ou can 
dispose of on the island and despatch the ship with the remaining 
cargo towards us with all speed, not expecting fuither order.® 

Bombaj' to the Honourable Court of Directors, 19th March 1677 : 
I’he Foi mo'.a frigate touched lierc the 17tli Fcbmary in her waji- 
to Surat, out of whom ivc took all the copper being but 1 57 chests, 
which is very welcome to us, we having not n bar left to keep j’-our 
mint employed . There will be gained 80 per cent on the bare 
copper and about 20 per cent more by melting it. We could 
dispose of about 2000 chests in a j'ear besides suppljdng Surat and 
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1 Siiiat to Baiilam S.'tli .Tan 1070, Suiat P.ict. Out. L. 3 of 1073-70, GO 
-fcuiat to Boinkay 21st Aug. 1070, Sui.it Fact Out Lottci 13 2 of lG7i;-7C, 17.'5. 
Foiicst’s IIoiu'o Sciics, I 100. 

** Surat to Bomli.aj IStli Sept. 1070, Siii.at F.ict Out L B. 2 of 1075-70, 101-192. 

’ Suiat F.ict Out Tj B. 2 of lC7ri-70, 220. Fonest’s Homo hciics, I 101. 

Sur.at I’act Out L B 2 of 1C75 70, 101, 

®Smat to Bomliay 21st Noi. 1(570, Surat Fact. Out Lcltci Bool: 2 of 1G75-7G, 200. 
Foirost’h lloine Soilcs, I 111. 
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your other factoiic'!, so (at the .same into this copper cost) 2000 
ehests ■will j’lcld about Ils. 70,000 piofit ^ 

Suiat lettji fioin Mi. G Auiigici and Jlr. G. Chnmbcilaii to 
Bomhay, dated Swally JIai me 20Hi Mai eh 1677: We have lately 
compaied some of the new coined Bupoes nith those toimcily 
made, and do liiid them coar'.er and one viU less in weight than 
thej' used to be This hath caused them to fall in esteem and 
makes the shiofls licie raise the laldv (iliscount) on them. 
Thoicfore we de.siie you to examine this business and see that the 
Honouiable Company leccnc no abuse nor piejudicc thciebj'." 

iSuiat letter to Bomba}, 10th April 1677 . It is vei} ceitain that 
the sill offs heie have put a gicat lulni on youi Bombay iiipees, 
which wc ai e still apt to believe piocceds fiom the coaiseness of 
the alloy and fiom some abuse pub on you bj' the coiners which we 
desiic you to use all possible cndeavouis to prevent.^ 

Bonibaj’ to Suiat, 17th July 1677 • Our last was of the 11 th 
Jul}*, copy uheioot goes heic enclosed. There is a coiner in Suiat 
by name Ratanji who did pionnsc the late President to come to 
BoinbajT and did engage to com oui din/niiis for It/ii.s the man, 
whereas now wc paj* , him This i\ ill amount to a consulciahle 
saving j-cailj’ if no aie but supplied with good quantities of coppei , 
and though he came to no ngiccinenb tor coining of lupees and 
hujiuls yet ho xnoiniscd to make them 20 pei cent chcapei than at 
present they aic made Besides we aie given to undci.st.ind ho is 
an able woikman, which Avill bo of gieat benefit in making all the 
money of a tiue and equal weight, which is veiy difficult to socme 
these coineis not being bicd uji to the tinile, Mnd.an Kisnnji's sou 
by name BhagwimUs 0.10 inloi in youi Honoui s whei 0 he lives. 
Please to hasten him hithci with all speed possible, we being in 
gieat want of him 

Bomba}’ to Suiat, 17th Juh' 1677 A.s to the tieasuic we h.avc 
been in coiisideiation that it may icdouiid to the Company’s bcnelit 
to have all their silver coined on the i.sland ,® for n e licai that the 
discount 01 vafitv between Bombay and Bui.it mpecs is no inoie 


inomliaj to t’.mit Ifitli JIarcli 1077, tuc Out L B 4 of lr,77-16Sr, ?3. runcUs 
Homo Strios I 127 =.Sur.at Fnct Out h C of 1077- 1700, ]•' 

“^uruttoBomhaj lOtli April 1077, Sunt Tncl Out L U 1 of 1077 -1700, 28 
Boiuli.!} to Surat ITtli July 1077, &cc Out L B 4 of 1G77 - loS7, 40 I'oircsl s 
Home hcnc?, I 1S4 
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preferred artiiifr oil the mtliorityciacnlJi tlieir Cluirtei ofliniiisr .i mint at llnmlnv. 
hecau'c tins uoiilil ■•tioufflj impress the iiatiscs sntli the imporfiiir'c of Uio nlirc , and 
they trusted th it in time thej should ho Piiahli.d to suppU the Bcnital market viith 
rupees corned at Beinhaj, or if tint should not ho inaeticiihlc, that thev miirht 

■uhichuouhl pass cmreut in 
Bengal or in anj p irt of tlie Moghal s dominions On this occasion tins snhinittcd to 
^sidcratiim rf tl^ ficniral whether Ihu coinage at Bonihay ought not to include gold 

thorn Chart^* '" •■‘"'I tile KinVs aul W 

th^ Gcno^l an i ^ "I soiere.gntv See Court's Letters to 

Brace II Gil 018 ^°™"^ ^'•SS to luth March 10S9 in 
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Miiiii per cent in SumI., which in tiic sale of the silver iho veiy 
hrohernye ainl .shinIT.igo will pa\' for ; so thai whnt is got hy ininLing 
will he clciir piofifc. Besides wo me given to uiidei stand that 
tin* Sni.it iiipccs me now made of a coarser alloy than formerly , so 
th.ili we heliove onr inpocs maj' .shortly pass without an}'' discount. 
l'\)r yonr JTononi.s’ more full sati.si'action, we liavc hy this cos.'tci sent 
an ingot of silver lefincd just to the alloy of your riipeo.s, which 
weigh.s 9S tolas Sin at, whicli coined will give us 07 1 rupees cle.ar, 
paying for minting and all charges I'herefore please to try Int 
.said ingot will yield in Surat to sell, deducting brokoiagc .shroll.age 
and other chaiges ; and h}' that may be seen what profit arises 
upon the mint. One thing we are igiioiant of, which is whether 
the (Jifoghal) governor will not oblige the Company to mint all our 
rupce.s again into Surat i npees, as he does the .silver ; but of that 
your ITonouii) can easil}’ he informed theie. Even .should it be .so 
we beliei’c meichants may be had who would undcitalce to leniit it 
hither for a .small matter.^ 

Bombay to Snv.at, 21st Octolicv 1677 ; IVe have this day sold 1000 
mans of coppci at Us. 17 i the uimi at four months' time, we having 
remaining by us a gieat qiian(it)' of coin." 

Bombay to Surat, 21st October 1677 : The Company scut out a 
small parcel of Bavliavy copper in calces for a trial. 'I'lii.s cost tlicm 
but £3 10s. the cwt. wheicas the other cost llicm £6 1 Os the cwt. 
This we have sold foi Us. 12J the Sui.at wan ivhich is 32 per cent 
moie in piopoition than the othci is sold for, and we could dispose of 
a good quantity yearly.’’ 

Bombay to Siimt, lltli November 1677 ; The plates of fine Barbary 
coppci we did take ashore and have coined most of them not 
finding vciy vi'silile difteiencc between that and the Swedish. AVc 
have nine plates left of it whicli we sliall send up by the that safe 
conveyance. Tins wdll scivc for a trial so ivell as the whole parcel ^ 

The following extract from the Bombay general letter to the Com- 
pany of Zfilh Decemboi 1686 show’s tint the question of lowciing the 
stancbiid had conic up when the Company w'cre in d]inciiUic.s : All 
sorts of piovLsion.s are very dear occasioned by the w’ai with the Moglnl, 
Sambhap Baja, and the Porluguc.se, all their forces being qnartoicd in 
onr iieighbonihood, so that the poor soldicns can hardly live on their 
pay- If any alteration bo made in the coin to lessen it, they w’ill 
iniallibly slaivc or c.uipc some distraction ; so hope your Hononis will 
he pleased to let the money pass as it now’ does till pros'isions grow 
clicapei.'' 

The Company's financial difiicultics of this time arc further illustrated 
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> Spc. Out. L. B "1 of 1677-1G87, 10-41 Forrest’s Homo Suiios, I 131 
s Boinluy 111 Sill at 21st Oct. li)77, fcec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1077 -1087, GO. Foi rest's 
Home Senes, J. 130 

' ■ Si-c Out. L. B 4 of 1C77-1C57, 50. Forest’s Home Series, I. 130. 

’ Bonilnj to Siiial lllli Nm. 1077, Si-e Out I, B. 4 of 1077 1087, 02 
'' llombij lof’imil 20tli Du- lOSii, S-e Out. I, B. I of 1077 1<!S7, 4’2. Fiiui’i-t's 
irmni i'liK'- I ll'l. 
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Iw ilic followino; Icltcr fioin the Dcjmlv (Jo\enirn .T. IVylwiuu 
aiul Council to the Sniai Gcncial and Council, datrd Jlomhay 28lh 
,Tuh IfiSG: Toi the hill jou diow on u*. foi 10,000 Auiaufjzolj 
lupec:, a*, no eucli lupccs «cic |irocui.ihlo heic, they uould acccjit nC 
nothing hullnlh foi Sm.al. Your oideih licmn: jio'-itnc that wo tliould 
make punctual p.nymcnt we could not lotuin the hill , foi .!•. to junMle 
incicliants il i<5 c^tcomed a f.nluro tshen then Inlh aic piolc^'lcd ; to it 
would he the gre.atcr in people ofhiglicr cai'aciticc. AVc liavc continu- 
all\ made it onv huMnc«-. to lai^e what money posi-ihlu ami <-liuuld haio 
'-ent =oinc hy the /’(I «?Ofiii and Clmin Mvrilniuf had tlicie been coum 
piopci foi Sui.it. 'riicic was not then in ical c.T.h Xei.ipliiiih lO/iOf), 
about •-cvcn-ciglith'i wlieicof wa^in Xp., laii'., fh/f/oniv, ami bujiuk-, 
upon which tlieic would luve liccn a v.ist lo'S. The tolucco, oil, and 
ainir-k leiits, with the Uomlm and Iilazgaon coolciice, accoidingto 
youi contiacls aie pai'able m biijniks. Hii'. is almo-l half the leieniie 
and .dioie ihicc-foiiitii'; paitof theothci leilf i- ocneially paid in ‘■ihci. 
So tint we cannot iccciio one-sixth of the gold jou aic plci«cd to 
cug;go..t. M’e have lemilted to Surat and paid upon that account 
npw.iids of Xs 00,000, besides icpainng the Kinp’« fiig-.itc':, «uipi)lyjng 
them with ncccs-aries and othci incident chaigc': Con.sidcimg no 
nntnnip will licp.aid during the moncoon, we shall lie much sliLUghlenod 
oiii'celvcc * 

The following cxtiwcts contiime the hictoiy of the Bombay ninit 
coinage • Panigraiih It of the Coni L's lot ler of Oth March IToS is .i 
icpclition of foimci ordcis for settling a mint at Bombay " 

No bullion oi coins to be cliangcd or meddled wnth at all wnthoul an 
01 dci of Council 

Couit to Bombay, 27tli iVIaicli 1713: tVe expect you encouiagc oni 
own nuut at Bombay by coming rupees tlicic of the came weight and 
linenccs with thocc at Suiat, oi rerj* nc.ir it If jou make them fmci, 
we skill lose hy it and tliprcfoie von must ho leiy caicfiil to pievent 
it If co.aisoi, they wnll get an ill chai .actor and vcij hkclv it one or 
two])ei cent woiso, they will lie niidcrraluod to thice or foiii lier 
cent Theiefoic they should be of the same (Hnenc=s) , and though at 
fust the sin offs ma}’ endeavour to decry them, yet in time theiiipees 
will lotiieve and aftei wards preserve their icpritatioii, as expciiciicc tolls 
nc tlicicc have rvliich w'cie coined at Madras.* 

Conil of Diiectois' letter, 27th Maich 171. 3, paiagraph 67- All 
goods aic to be sold for inpccs. Such icnts on the island as aic on 
farm may be paid in Xciaplnns if rupees cannot be got.^ 

An entiy made in the Surat Factory Diary on tlie -jth Septem- 
ber 1719 runs Received a letter ot tlie 2dth ultimo from Mi. 


> Sue. Out L B 4 of 1677-IGS7. ’i 

-Comp of Shudmg Ord Vol 1 of 1715 -17^1, 143 

’ Court’ll Irft Sltli Mur 1710 para so, Comp of ,SUmd. On! To! lof 171.7-1721, ll." 

* Court to Bombay 27tli Mar 1713 para 70, Comp of SLinil Onl Vol 1, 171.7-1721, 112 
“Court to Bomba> 27lli Mai 1713 prra 07, Comp of Strndme Ord Vol 1 of 
1715 1721, 111 
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Waters by the Pj’csiileiit’s orrler directing us to .send down twenty 
money CIS to be employed in the mint at llombnj'.^ 

TJie Sinnt factory Diaiy of the GOth Octobci 1710 ri’coid.s Onr 
shrofls being directed to inquire what discount or w/wf is alhn\cdon 
Doinbay rupees among the shrofl's, I’cportthai the discount is at 10 
per cent or theieabouts in pn.ssing them in small parcels and nioic 
in the case of a large paj’incnt Upon this we proposed to onr 
biokers that they .should lake the Bombay rupees at. that price 
or to allow them the real exchange ns they .shall houd fide be cir- 
culated by them in payments 'I’hese pioposals, though we har c 
used manj' words, they will not hearken to, alleging tlieir desiic 
to have the rupees changed for Surat rupees because they must 
appl}- them to pa. 3 ' off their debts to the shrofis who w ill demand a 
greater discount. In line we agieed to lot our biokcis have 
Rs. id , 000 at 11 per cent vnUhi rebate to be chaiged to their account 
the oth November. As lhi.s was the best agi cement we could pn>!.si. 
bly conclude, we hope for the future the President and Council of 
Bombay will take this matter into consideration and settle the 
payment of rupees in such a manner ns to free ns fiom uneasy and 
vexatiou.s .squabbles ■with the biokers.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 22nd May I72d : The Piesideut 
icpic'.ents to the Boaid that there IS about lls *10,000 01 tin juco on 
the island 3 th.al he finds Rs 20,000 sufficient to ansiver the occasions 
theieoujso that theio remains continually in the lieasury fiom 
Rs. 15,000 to R«. 20,000 dead slock. lie theioEoic offers it as his 
ojwnion for the inteicst of our Ilonourahlc Masters that it he inn down 
into bars convenient foi sale, lyhich being debated and considered 
that the late at w'hich the picc is now' current is about Bs. IG the 
Siii.nt man, the iiinnmg of them downi -will he a seeming though im 
leal loss to oui Ilonouiable Employers. And wdieicas in all piobabiUty 
that commodity will lie at a higher rate the next Ecason than it has been 
fur some yoais past, it is the unanimous opinion of the Roaid that such 
quantity of the said picc as shall be found unnecessary be run domi into 
projier bars for sale, which is hciehy diicctcd to bo done ® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 9lh Jiilj' 172S • The Prcbideiit 
ohseives to the Boaid that, tin oiigh our tin dnyd?! is being made cuirciit 
in the Poituguese countiy, theie lias been lately a considerable decrease 
in the Bank gain on the muiitliTy excliange of them. But as a con- 
lenicncy ivill hoieby oJfci of geUing (iid) of a good quantity of those 
diigdinSj and still inoie so by low'ciing llicir A'aliie, w’hcrcby we may 
intioducc the pa«-sino-curient of the copper goz we have received from 
Persia at seventy-two to the rupee. As the Peisian goz w'lll then j'ield 
about 30 per cent piofit this will be moi'C than equivalent to the loss 
that will accrue by lowoimg the value of the former diigdnis. 
Besides we may expect on them the like gain by oxeliangc as -was 
befoic made by the other. Which being agreed to as the President 


* Suiiit F.ict Durv Oil oC 1719-20. = Suial knot. Di.iry Oil of 1710-20. 

■> r.om Go\. Cone\ilt.itioiv 22ml May 1721, Pul). Diray 2 of 172J, C8. Foirc<-lS Home 
Sciics 11 .17. 
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line! ino^t oouvciiicnt, it is ouluictl tlut (he waii'liousc-kcojiui i-siio 
mil lo dll' ]j.mk i\liat coppci ‘sli.ill he llioiiy^lil nece'-^aiy foi that iwe 
to Ijo ‘.(ainpl aiiei\ at TK 20\ the Siinit hiait ^ 

IJomha} t!o\cuuncnt CoiKiiltatiou, 7th Dciicmhei 17J31- Ylicieas 
a conMilei.ihlc qu.intity of sihci nipec^ of iliflciont coni*! and allov*- aio 
biou^lit to this i>!1.iikI fiom the inland pioiniccs of a Milne infciioi to 
the stand.iid of Bomljaj' and Siinit iiipcc'-; and teeing that the «aineaie 
honght lip hy the thrufts and othev people at an umea^onalile di-comit 
ami jupecd hy tlicm iii pa}'ini*nt foi gooil*! and mmch.indi'-e hought at a 
le='- iliceount and ‘■oinctime' at pai , to the great ]ii ejudice and di'coiiiaijc- 
mentof Inwle in gcneml Fiiither ac tlii<! pcinicimit j)i.ietice Im"* heeii 
cai I lod on m ilh impunity, notwith'-tandnig a puhliealion i«uc<l hy nidci 
hi tint Iloaid inulei date I411i Fehmaiy 1721, it i*. agiced that (he 
rolloMin” puhhealiim I'-mic eiifoicing the oh*^eivance of oin loiinci 
oidci All pei'-on*! iilulciei inluhilanl*; of llii*. i-Iaiid iiho h-iMJ hi 
then pns'sov'.vin any iiuiiihci of iiipee^ alnve ten of any coin oi alloy 
olhm than tlio-e of Sui.it .ind 13o*nh.i_\, •-hall in ten d,ii>' .iftei 
the i>-‘!uiug of the ^aid jmhlieatioii hung the ‘-.dd lupoe*! lo the 
ir«inmnahle Companies mint ■wlu'ie due attendance ‘•lull he given 
lo loeeivo and e\cluiigc them for then lo.il i.iliie, di>-comitnig only one 
j>ei cent fm then le-eoinagc AH pei-on<- not duly oh'.civing (his oui 
luihlic.ition ‘•hall foi foil all «ncli Mini oi Mim'. of foieign iiipec*' .i*- ‘•lull 
he found in thou ciislody ten days after the ittuing Ihcicof, one-lhnd to 
he paid to the nifoimci and two-thuds to the lIonoiii.ihle Conip.inj lhi( 
.ill stinngcis who shall bnng the s.iul foicign iiipce- hithei and’ .ne not 
i\ illing to exchange the same in the mint, hut dc^siic to cxpoil (hem 
again, slmll ni tliioe days aE(ci (hen ann.il declaio lo the euslom 
ina‘-(ei foi the time hcing Hie quantity they dc-ne loc\poi(. Fmallj it 
IS c\jire-sly inoliiliiled that any nipces Imt those of Suiat oi pomh.iy 
shall lie teiideied oi iccci\cdin}iaynient astiuiciit comundei the penalty 
of foifeituic lo he mein led hy Hie tendeici oi iciciiei. iJireeled 
that a puhliealion lo the tonoui of this icsidulion lie immeili.ilely 
ssMied III the liIngHsli Poitiigiicsc and fientu languages, and Hut it 1m* 
added that piopci pci sons aie ajqiomled at the land p.iy ofllee to 
exelmnge siUei iiipocs foi pice at tlie r.ite nl 80 pice foi .i uqwe " 
Tionihij Coiciiiment Consultation, 2ltliDoeeml)Ci 173(i Tlio Piosi- 
deiil lavs licfoio the ]3oaid a list of the piiees ivlncli the iindeitafcois of 
the mint do agiee to gi\e foi sundij poitsof siKcr hcio.iflci mentioned 
These i.ites it is olj«ei ved .aic something moie than Hie silvoi pioducc- hy 
the seicial cssai s made in England The iindeit.ikci- of the mint heiiig 
c.illwl in .ind dcehuiiig then coiisoiiL lo give the iiiidei mentioned pi tees 
ioi Hie se\miil s>oits of silver coined hy them it !■! aceoidmgly 
agiectl that the ostablished lales foi all sdvci coined m the mint he .is 
(ollowh 


' llom Go\ Cnn-ullntion OHi Jnl^ 17.IS, Jhil) Pun 3 of 1727-2S, 1C0-I51, 

; Iioni fioi Cnnsnltatinii 7th Dec 173.1, I’lih IJun .ij of 17,ij 3.!, 27.7-27(i 
ISoin Oo\ L'nntnlt.itmn 21lh Dci. 17iir>, Piih Diji v y of 173C, 011 312 
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Two 1 0 . 11 . R later (1738) ilic I'ollonhig ttaicmcHti w.!*. picjiaicd o£ 
llie jji'ocliico of silvei accoiding to n«baj' vcporls miulc bcl'ovo ilie 
llon’lile .Tolm lluine JilsrpiiiCj Gcncial and Governor and ilic Tlonouiablc 
Council, rc'.idino on l?omb.iy for the affairs of Ibe Biiiisli Nation * 


(if Slim Coni'i, liiinibni Mnil, I'l.ifl. 
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JliiliiKil Iiiitl Siirit ni|<CL.| nci;;)i ciili iliii. mJ.iji. iJ. 

— !7 p.Mt.. imkr 1 imic, JO iiiilci 1 ijrniii, Cl grains 1 puili} n eight, CO priiiiw Lights 1 iiuiiii', 
IJ (iiiiiCL. 1 ii.iiiii(l tinj 

J\ ./J — Iiir.||ciililinglhi. |i,ir hi liM'Lii thi' nhin c ihacn iit t<piLiL'Sb( Mlirr jilcisc (ii ohuLiii Ihil 
iiiihclHO s| uiilaiil iiihiiiiii'. loiiiiic to Mipp.isL tho O' (lnt.< gi'.tohu I.s.hh .mil h ilf jicmLstciIg. 
(> ; ) r.oinhii iiipLC iH TC Is IJiI hLltui tlinii stcilg. mill |icr lent 


lloinbav (lovcinment Conf.ulta,l]on, 23id December 1738: TIio 
•tpceics of fdi'i'igu silver obiclly brought into onr mint for the Ilonom- 
a.blo Company a.io ^Mexico .and pillar dollars, the quantity of other 
sorts being veiy inconsiderable j and of these only we iieiccivo as.says 
hiive been made at the 'Power. Tlic Mexico is thcio s-aiil to come out 
by four trials of diffcicut soils in an avei.igc 2‘625 mites woisc than 


Chapter Ill- 

Capital. 

ttliiifc llatus, 
1730. 


Mint A“'.iy, 
17J8. 


• fioiii Gov. C(in,tilt.itioii 17tli Fcl) 1738, Public Di.iiy 11 of 1737-38, 40, Tlic 
liiia ogly pines uscil 111 lliii sl.itcniciil rulalo to tlic old system of nss,iyiii[;; meltils This 
system'll its based on tables compiled by Ibr gie.it .Sii Isaac Nciiloii lii 1717. Neii ton’s 
bistem I niiliiined muse as l.ilc .is ISIG, iilien Ilic aii.ingcincnt non m vogue m all Riitisb 
minis ii.is iiiliodueed. _ Tlio l.iblcs uiidei Keiiloii’s jil.iii eoiisisled of tbo slaiid.nd better 
and wni-plliau llie lliilisli slaudavd Bid tor iias uiillpn B. or bi. and iiorsr ivasMiitlcn 
W. Ill wo and sl.indaid ftilly. Ob stood foi obsolete and y. for tlic llom.m nuinei.ll one 
(i1 Out mc.iiis penny Height. The sihci iicigbl mis the oidiii.iiy Iroy-Mciglil. Di. 
Geisoii lU Cuiili.i. 
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hlanJaid, and the Pillar, dated in the year 1728, is found to he exactly 
English &t.iinlaid, and that dated in 1729 a J dirt, betloi than stafiKlaid 
English ^ 

Couit to Bomliay, 5th Fchruavy 1711: Eoi our satisfaction tlic- 
assay mastei must lepoit to you in writing that he hath dul}" assayed 
ci'ciy paieel of inpces and acquaint you -whethei oi not thej’ come iqi 
to the standaid in fineness and weight. lie mu(.t entei the same upon 
Consultation, and, as is the custom at Foil St Geoigc, one of the- 
Council must diaw five rupees promiscuously out of each month's 
coinage, and seal them up immediately ndlh his own seal, which must 
he tiansmitted to us in the packet ® 

Bomha}' Government Consultation. 7tli Fehinarv 1741 .The piesent 
local seal city of copper having induced the people fiom the ncighboui- 
ing countiies to convey away the luce made of tliat metal, it is 
proposed to com a parcel of tutenaguc pice to he of such a svcight as 
to icseivc a pofit to oui Honouiakle Masteis of 20 per cent This is 
ngiccil to and oidcied Uiat the mint mastei do out of hand coin to the- 
amount of Bs. 2000 " 

' Bomhaj' Government Consultation, 12th June 17 11 ; In consequence- 
of the ahoic oidci passed foi coining tiitenagne picc the 7th Febiuaiy 
last 1741 the Piesident liad piiichased fiom Biiiiji Dlianji Smat 
mans 227 and sers 2G at Rs. 7 } the man, wdiicli amounted to 
iis 1707-1-88 and pioduced Rs 2207-2-0, and fiom the same person 
anothci paicel of 500 at Rs 6-2-50 the man. But as these weic not 
suHlcient foi the ouiicnt service of the place he had piociiied a fuilhei 
quantity of 500 Suisit man.s at the like rate fiom Ivliaiw;dp, -n’liich 
hung the cheapest latcs that conimoditj' could he imichased upon, 
the Eoaid appioves theieof. Tlie account inoduce of the two last 
parcels ainiiot he ascci tamed as tlic mint iicoiile have not as yet coined 
the same * 

Couit to Bombay, lltli March 17-12 In case the inhabitants are- 
thoioughly satisfied with the tutcn<iguo iiice coined (1741) on a 
scarcity of that specie, it is well, other wise lemoic all uiieasiiiess by 
calling them in.® 

Bombay Goveinmcnt Consultation, SOtli .Tulj' 17-41 Considciiiig 
the means of disjiosil of the copjicr goz consigned on the Pewhiolce, 
it lb ohseiicd th.it at the time ne wrote foi tin’s ailicle, the island was 
destitute of a snflicicncy of small com foi the cuiieiicy and ease of 
the pooiei soit of people Though this has since heeii remedied by the 
expedient of commg tutenague into pice, which is found to answer 
tolerably, and wcie we even to appropriate the go/, to the inupose wo 
originally intended them, they would, it IS appicheiided, he soon con- 
vej-ed aw'a)’, copper being now’ somew’hat in demand It is therefor c- 


1 Bom Gov Consultation 23rd Doc 1T3S, PuVi Diarj 11 of 17S7-38, 3.">4 
- Court to Bombay SHi TlIj 1741 rara 103, Comp of htandincOril. Vol 1,1713-1721 
159. ^ Pub Diary 11 of 1740 11, 08 ’ 

Bom Goi Consnltation 12th June 1741, Pub Diarj 14 of 1740-41, 224-223 
Court to Bomb.ij 11th 3Iar. 1742 paw 76, Pub. Den Court’s Let. Vol 3 of 174?- 
l/.'l, 11 



Materials ] 


AND ISLAND 


215 


iiifiuod ili.it 1 VC ili&po'.c o£ them at public auction on Friday seven- 
• niglil.^ 

llonibay Government Diaiy, lib February 1712 ; As Ibc gentlemen 
at Tcllicbcriy have lequested a supply of copper pice, the Board 
esteem it i)io 2 ier to receive about yOO Surat »/a»s to comply \vitb 
tin: 'rclHcbeiiy icqucbt as uell as to meet the other services at this 
idaec.- 

Bombay Government Consultation, 22nd February 1712; In our 
Cnncult.T.tion of the Ith instant (February 1742) a quantit}' of copper 
wa'- le'^erved for coining into picc foi the serv-icc of this place and 
Tol lichen y. 'I’he mint pcojde have coined a jiice of the size and 
Aveight of ponuyweighls 4 and grains 2-j~ each pice. According to this 
comjiutation allowing for charges a man of cojiper inll produce : 

2P0() picf ot jicniijMciglil*! '1 aiifl "i.-iiiis 2^ nH, n- «■ n®. s >■. 

c.icli. llial ]>> .at SO picc to llic iu]icc ... 3t> 1 0 

DiJuct : 

(1) Lnlioiir ... . . ... 3 1 0 

(2) in 1)111 niiig ... ... 1 0 0 

(") t'liaito.il, line, anil st.imping ..100 

(1) Mint inulcilatcib .. ... 0 2 0 

To(.il cliaigos , 5 0 
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J7«. 


Copper Piec 
Coined, 
1743, 


Pioduccs clc.ai ... SO 2 0 

This compared with the price which the article of copper now bears, 
leaves a gain of 2(11 per cent to our Honouiablc Mantels. It is 
thciefoic dnccted the paiccl be out of hand coined according to the 
above c.alculate.'* 

The Suiat Factory Diary of 1742 contains the following account 
of the net produce of 100 ounces of the following species of silver in 
Bombay ihnt ’ . 

Noi.v or old Mc\ico ilollni's fliitofl to tliejc.n 172G, s r. 

100 ouiu c=> now ]iiuducci deal of mint clinigcs . 2-14 3 10 
Ditto 01 new Momco doll.iii dated miico that jear, 
ditto .. ... . . 213 2 28 

T.iiiihIm ni old Pillni dollars dated to tlic }cni 
172S, ditto — . .. 247 1 30 

Dnlooi non Pill.ir dullnis dated since that }cni, , 

ditto ... ... ... .. 241' 1 39 

Get 111,111 rioiMic, ditto ... ... ... 233 2 41 

M.aiL.lianor dnec.'itoono, ditto ... ... 249 2 2U 

Vn<;.ria 01 Lron doll.ii ditto ... ... 19r> 1 4L 

J^illotta';, ditto ... ... ... 1 II 0 0 

Bombay Go^ Cl nment Consultation, lOtli May 1742; There lieing TntfiiiRiie Picc, 

{). ^\nTlt of picc for the use of the island and a quantity of lutenague iT-i’. 

roiuaining in w.uehoucc, dii*ectcd it be delivered for that puipo'c to 
1 o cuniecl.'' 


>?..-ii (5).' C.>ii--i4t 'lion .''•Otli.Tulj- 1741, Pub Dnn- It ofirtO-ll, 274. 
f 15i.li G n P'-n.' !tl‘ l’‘b 1712. Pub. Diary l.l of 174142, 73. 

‘Bun Gfv. Ci.'im’M - ii-Mi 22iirl IVi 1712, Tub. D ary l.S of 1711-13, 112-11.3 
* .'“iir’t I’’ i.Diirv Ma-". 1713 Vol.,"iof 1740- 1743. 145 rorrc'l’s 1 To'iii;n?ii' I. 271, 
M’.o’ l.'‘ Oon«-illit>T lO.b M.ny 171J, Pul. Diary 15 of 1711-13, 213. 
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Bomba}' Goveinmenfc Conciliation, 21st .lannai}' 1713' Gu\it 
quanlilics of jnee of imieli less saluc Ilian onr own beiinr Inon^lit 
fciom the Maivitlia domimons, b}' iias.sin"' m p.i 3 'menls on Ibis i.sl.tnJ 
piejndico the Ilonoinabic Company, Fiiico but foi tbcm a bngiu 
quantity jnelding piofit otabont 30 per cent woulcl ]i.ave been coinrd 
As to diiectlypiohibit the unpuitation of tbe«e pices may give disgust to 
oni neighbouip, it is pioposcd that no pice hut tliose coineil in oni mint 
be received into the tieasury. This piopositioii as it i.s calculated to h.ivo 
the desued ciTect, is agiccd to * 

Bombay Goveinmont Consnllation, 11th Fcbniaiy 17 13 The 
lesolution we came to in Consultation the 21st ultimo (Januaiy 17 13) 
for picventing the ciuiency of all such pice as ucie not coined by the 
Ilonoumble Company, has had the intended effect But as some 
mei chants have quantities of foicign tutenague picc which uill not 
pass now, they piopose lo-coining them if attended -uitli no moie 
expense than mint chaiges This icqiiest, as the diit}* of coinage w ill 
Ik? incoiisidciahlc, n. granted " 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26th Pehinaiy 174.3: Dncctcd 
a puichase bo made of .^00 mans tutenague foi coining into pice, 
they being much u anted at piesent ^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 8th ifaich 1743 • In the above 
Consultafaon of the 26lh ultimo (Fohiuaiy 1743) a puichase was 
oidcicd to he made of 500 iiKins tutemiguc for coimng into pice, 
and Biighoji a Banian haA'mg offeicd that quantity at the pnee it had 
latcl}’ lK?cn sold foi of Rs 8V the man, it is agiccd that it be accepted 
and that the amount be paid out of the treasury foi it at that latc ‘ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 33id April 1745 Upon inspect- 
ing the mint it is found neccssaiy in oidei to miihc a hettci despatch 
that anothei pait of it lie coveicd and moie chimneys added l^nlhui 
as pait of the old loof is so low that it often lakes fue, it is con- 
vement that it he raised and a new loof made upon the old u.ill and 
compound wall. This is agiced to and the land pajTnastei diieotcd to 
give oideiii that the necessaiy additions and iciiaiis he made with the 
utmost fiugality ’ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 23id Fcbiuaiy 1748: It Iicma 
found that a consideiable quantity of false tutcn.sguo jiice made on this 
island aic daily pas«cd in paj'ment to the piejudico of the inhabitants 
partioulaily of thejiooiest sort, it is lesolvcd that a publication be made 
leqniiing all poisons who may lie possessed of such picc to bung them 
to the Ilououiahle Company's mint mthin fifteen ihiys At the mint 
the}' n ill be taken on the Hononrahle Compaii}''s account accoiding to 
the value of the metal and he paid foi out of tlie tieasuiy accoidingly. 
Pnither, aftci the expu.ation of those fifteen days, if any pei son or 


> Bom Gov. Conbiiltation Slsfc Jon. 1743, Pali Diarj IG of 1743, 1.'* 
-Bom Guv Consoltatiun lltli Feb 1743, Puli Dnr> IG of 17t:!, 

^ Bum Gov Biotj SGtli Feb, 174J, Pub Diirj' 10 of 171.1, 37 
■* Bom, Go\ Consultation 8tb Ufar 174.3, Pub Huiij 10 of 174 1, oS 
° lloiii (loi . Consultation Slpl .Ipril ITJ.i, Puli Pi ir\ is uf 174 I I lu-’ 
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pei’pons shall attempt to pass such false pice in payment or be found 
posscf-sod of any such, the same vull he forfeited, half to the informer 
and the other half as this Board sliall think leasouable.^ 

The same Consultation continues : It being considered on tins oc- 
casion tliat pice made of copper from a good which can be cut in 
a neat manner by a European here, would be less liable to counter- 
feit by these country iicople than the pice that have heretofore been 
corned on this'island, it is agreed that 220 Surat mans of tire old copper 
received by the Dntke ketch be delivered to the mint for being coined 
into pice valuing it at Rs. 28-1-0 i the Surat man This esclnsive 
of the chaige of coinage will jneld a profit of 20 130 per cent to the 
llonouiable Company as appears bj' the following calculation 

'J'lie net piorluGQ of a Siu;at man of Persia old copper 
■ cniiiuil nr pice of 20 vilh or pennyweights 3 and giains 
17 d~i, alliiwing the Bonrba 3 ' tola to bo dwt. 7 and 
grams 10 10, lbs 37 333 avmidiipois aie pounds 
tioy of 02 14 dwl 11 and grains lo 5 cnch, lbs 45 oz 4 
dwt 8 and gis 2 00, or, at vals 1571'J the pound, 
vdh 58G.j 8"1, aie pice, of 20 nils each, 2932 9, nfc 80 R'*. i|. i. 

pice the rupee ... .. . . t’O 2 04 

Deduct Mint Ghc^ffes - 

Loss in niolt'ng sers 3*33 the man and v.ilmiig tho irs a. r. 

copper at Bs 2t tho man ^ ... I ‘2 25 

OhaicooljtiadHii/ melting and stamping .. 1 3 7.5 

The people’b laboui . ... . 4 .3 0 

Total OliargM ... 8 1 0 
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. Produces clear ... 23 1 G4 

As old copper is sold by the man of 42 sers, the mint managers 
uxpect the same allowance for dirt and iron usually mixed with the 
puis. Tho present price of copper rs Ila.22j so tliat tho Honourable 
Company mil gain liy this coinage 29 136 per cent.® 

Bombay Government Oonsirltation, 19th April 1748 : As the Honour- 
able Company have lately been sufferers in the custom house at Mdhim 
by receding bad pice as sjiceified in the account custom for the month 
of Foliiuai}’- last (1748) for want of a shroff in that office, the custom 
master is ordered to entertain a proper person for that business at the 
rate of Rs. G a month."’ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 25th jilaich 17 i8 : Seeing 
that the present nndertakers of the mint continue their base practice 
of banng a large sum constantly in tire srveeps to tire Honourablo Coin- 
]iau}*'s detriment, and as from indolence or incapacity they arc not able 
to corn lire fcilver brongbt hither unless assisted from tho treasury or 
by nroicbants mtli large transfer bills, it is tlievcfore jiroposed to give 
the management to Ranclibodset Laklimansct, Rtighusct Bhimset, and 
Ranebbodset Tiimliaksct of fair characters and capable of the business, 
w ho bar e also a set of able assistants. But as neither these nor arij* other 
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MJotii Onv Consultation 23nl Fob 1748, Pub Diary 31 oE 1748, 09 
- Mi Tianmii-c Siiliraii lliiit ATaslcr’s Report .mil IJoiii Gov. C'on'iuU.iliou 23i-J 
Fi-b 1748, I’nb Diaiy 21 of 1748, OS -70 

• Iloni Go^ Diiiv mill Apiil 171S, l"i,p 21 of ITl**, 134 
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gold'-mifli'. in Bomliay can giictlio necosa-aiy wcinily, tlie following 
ipgnlaliona mil oljvute llic difTicully by leaving llil-m no imwci to 
duh.uul the Iloiiouralilc Company oi the mcichnnlc Tlic mint mallei 
to haie an Bnghihman aa his deputy nho will lie coii'-tanlly m the 
mint n hen no Fill cr can he earned in or out nithout his knowledge; 
this per'-on to he paid hy tlio President and mint master. Thu 
mint to he seeiiied with IocIk One key to he kept hy the man-igcis 
the other hv the mint inn=ter , and net ei to he opened oi tlmt 
hut he 01 his deputy aie pictcnt. All hulhon to lie earned every 
evening from the mint to the Port and deposited in a chest under 
the joint charge of the mint mastei and managers. The dies m like 
mannci to he «iiiiod llntlicr every night. All leceipts o£ silvei into 
the mint and payments fioni thence to lie leported as usual to the 
mint master and also nndei signed hy his deputy. That the rupees may 
lie kept up to then one iineness^ it mil be the mint master’s caro 
that the ruiiccs .are frcqiientlj' asc.>iyed As tliese methods duly 
obsened mil certainly preyent cmbc/.zlcmcnls, uliich ansuer the 
intent of any seeunty that can he giien, the Board nnaniniously 
agiees thereto The new undcrtakeis being accoidingly called in, 
ueic made acquainted llieremth, uho aseentmg to the s."ijno, the tcims 
of the contract to he cnlcied into with them w'Cie expl.aiiied to them ns 
follows Tliat the following rates of siKci contained m Consultation 
the 2Gtli June 172*1 1x5 allowed • 


100 ois 

ti or weight of Pillar dollnrs, ohl .. 

SiB 

S r 

0 18 

100 

tio 

Mexico old , . 

215 

.1 32J 

100 

do« 

DnccatooiiE 

230 

3 0 

100 

<lo 

Pri'nch crowns 

2-(5 

1 11 

100 

do 

Old Sol illc ilolhars 

210 

0 61 

10.1 

do 

Giiwadocs 

211 

0 08 

JOO 

flo. 

Peru 

230 

1 .01 

lOJ 

do 

iiTon dollars 

103 

0 BG 

100 

do 

Oerinaa croiwi's . . 

2.12 

2 17 


All otliQi soils of hIvci to he adjusted agree.ablc to then real value 
That they have always in store wood, ashes, elnico.al, tamniiud, caithen 
utensils sudicicnt to dispatch the coinage of 12 lakhs of lupees; and 
if the mint buancss stops for want of any of thcbc ni tides, tlioj* shall 
forfoit such a sum as the Govcrnoi and Council shall direct, 2 n ended 
they aic not impeded by war or other unavoidable accidents m the 
]mpoit.ition. The rupee to he an exact tola in weight or dwt 7 and 
grains 11 and in fineness It} dw't. bettci tlian Biiglish standaid. 
As the mint mastei can employ . . . woikmcn, the undeit.ikers shall 
piocmc and be assisted to piocurc this number 'When comjileled the 
undcitakcis shall ho obliged to keep the woilnnen in constant pay 
and shall not dischaigc them If they arc pioved to dischaigc worli- 
men the undcrtakeis sliall he subject to such penaltj- as the Goveinoi 
and Council may ludge nccess.aiy to inflict Unless prcieiited by 
sickness the manageis and their assistants lie obliged to gn e constant 
.ittendanco in the mrat during the time that sihei dwells thoic, oi 
toifeit then contiact. Tliat theie may bo no suceps in the mint, the 
manageis shall upon the tiist coinage dclivci in .i calculate of what 
Ihcv tind will lomaiii m a Midi of rpiiees oi a less sum Jf on tii.il 
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this calculate is found iiit-t they shall agree to a time for pa^'ment, and 
if the managers exceed this time, interest must be allowed by them So 
long as the'je undeitabers ohseive the terms of their contiact, the Gov- 
ernment and Council engage that the management be continued to- 
them or either of them. As theie will be no sweeps and as the under- 
takers will be obliged to keep a number of workmen in pav, the Iloiiour- 
ablc Company agree to allow them to liavc lead fiom their stoics at the 
same rate as the former- mint undertakers, which is Es. 6 the jalui 
man, the undertakers, after the fust coinage, dcliveiing a calculate of 
what lead a Islkh of rujiees may lecpiire.*^ 

Bombay Goveinment Consultation, 13th June 1749 : Tlieie being 
a scaicily of single pice upon the island and the Honouiable Company 
having about 75 Suiat mans of copper in Maielioiisc, it is agreed 
that the same bo coined into pice as soon as possible, and valued at 
the rate of Es. 26 the Surat man exclusive of mint charges ; and 
the warehouse-keeper is dneeted to deliver the copjier into the mint 
accordingly." 

Bombay Goveinment Consultation, 26th Jlarch 1751 • Being in 
want of gold to send to Ktirwiir to pay for the peppei contracted for 
at that place it is agreed that a letter be iviittcn to the Chief and 
Factors at Suiat directing them to purchase from 10,U00 to 15,000 
Venetians on the most reasonable terms they can and to send them 
down hither by the first proper conveyance.® 

Eeferiing to the above a Consultation, the 5tli Apiil 1751, records : 
Tlie CJiief and Ji’aetors at Suiat could not piuchasc any quantity of 
Venetians to send down by these vessels at a reasonable latc, as since 
the arrival of our orders for pronding them the pi ice of Venetians has 
risen fiom Es. 4| to Es. At the same time by pin chasing them 

in small paicels they hope to get the whole quantity icady by the next 
eoiivoy.ance.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 29th October 1751 : The Pre- 
sident acquaints the Board that some peojile are vciy desiious of 
coining copper pice stamping them in our mint. As this will in- 
ciease tiie Honourable Compan}'^s levcnucs and be a means of raising 
the puce of copper (wliich is now a falling commodity), this jirojiosal 
is assented to.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th February 1754: Eead 
a letter fiom Mi. John Spencer, mint master, setting forth that the 
island is in great want of pice, but that the present veiy high 
price of copper would make them turn out to the disadvantage of 
the Honourable Couipanj'’, were they to be made of that article 
That tutonague IS now cheaper than it has been for many 3 ’eais past, 
and that one thousand or liiteen hundred Surat ma ns will supplj’- the 


1 Bom Gov Consultation SBlli Mar. 1748, Pul) Diary 21 o£ 1718,109-11 b. 
Diajy 2 of 1721, 83. 

= Bom Go\ Consultation 1.3tli .Tune 1749, Pub Diary 22 of 1749, 181. 

® Bom. Gov. Coiibullatiou 2Cth Mai . 17.'jl, Pub- Diaiy 21 of 1751, 102 
■' Boin. Goi. Cnnsultatiuii Otli Aptil 17i)l, I’ub. Diaiy 21 of 1751, 110 ^ 

® Bom. Gov. Consultation 29tli Oct. 1751, Pub Diaiy 21 of I7')l, 3l55. 
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ncco'.sitj* of tlic place Ile<>ohctl that llii'. qiiantit)- lie purcli.a'.ed 
on tlie ino>)t reasonable terms, anti ns a\e nic pcrsimded ii, mil la 
foi t'lc Ilonouiablc Coinpnnj’s advantage to make it on tliiironn 
account allowing the inintcrs sometliing foi tlicir tiouble, diiccteil 
that oidcrs be is.sucd to the mint master nccordingh’.' 

Boinlmy Government Consultation, 22nd Febinaiy 1751 : Being 
in want of tutenngue foi coining pice ns resolved in last Consul- 
tation, and a parcel offering at Ils. TJ the vian the cuiient pi ice in 
the town, icsolvcd to accept it." 

Bombay Government Consultation, 2nd August 17.'»7 : The 
pooler soit of inhabitants complaining ot the want of sm.ill 
ciirronc}*, agieed that the mint mnstei be oidcied to get the snluc 
of Rs 10,000 coined in half and quai tci pice ® 

Bombay Govorninont Consultation, 15th July 1 700' The mint 
master icpicscnting that the Ilukeii lupccs c.iiinnt be coiiicil into 
rupees but must be coined into Bombay lupccs, they arc oideicd 
to bo coined accoidingl 3 '.* 

Bombay Government Consultation, SOlli Jnlj' 17C5 • The great 
scarcit}* of silver wliicli lias picvailed for a considerable time on 
the island being attended with man}* inconveniences and pioving a 
vorj’ gicat picjudico to the trade of the place, the cstablisniug ol a 
gold cuticncy has been thought of. The mintcrs ha\ in" doliveied 
in a calculate of a gold curiencj', the same is ordcicd to follow 
this Consultation, and to be sent lonnd to the scvcial mcmbcis for 
tlicir inspection before next incctiiig.® 

Mintcrs’ calculate of Venetians to be made into new 'coins for 
Bombay currenej’, in fineness 2 rdls alloy the toln of Venetian gold. 
The Venetians 100 full ■weight at Es ik cacli is Rs. 450, namely • 


VcncUnns 100 at 12 idle cadi is vdlt ISOO, at 10 tlir tola ii> 
AIlo} nt S vdle the iol.'i 


Tolls 1 lU 


Tlut, .it lOvliijtlio tola IB xilh ISGO, at rdb 10 nml lire 10 foi cadi 
piece of gold IS pieces 118 and ncc 20 
Tins .at Us ■! the piece is 
Iluduct coin.agc charges 


Ueduct coinage duty .at 2 ^ per cent 


Net 


namcl}' 


Venoti.ins 100 at 12 tSh each » mVs 1200, nt 40 tlic tola is 
AUo 3 ' 2 tdfs the tola 


* • 

30 0 

1 • 

-1 20 


31 20 

10 foi cadi 

li> 

i| r. 

172 

2 0 

10 

3 85 

toi 

2 15 

11 

2 l.'i 

luO 

0 0 

IS 

Rs. 451 

Till i'. V'J 

• •• 

30 0 

• •• 

1 20 


.11 20 


' Bnni Gov. Conenltotion 19th Td) 17S1, Puh J)iaT 3 27 of 1734, fij 
’ Bom Goi. Consultation 22nd Fdi. 17.'iJ, I’uh. I)iai 3 ’ 27 of 17.71, 70 71 
Bom Goi Consult.ition 2nd Aug 17.">7, I’uh Diaiv II) ol 17.'7, 2eii 
^ Bum Goi UMr 3 ' I'ltli J 11 I 3 liOh, I'uli Diai 3 If. ,,1 lifiti, 12'' 

Bcin Goi ConBulhation 30lh Jul.v 1707, Pul- ij ol 170.7, 47 S. 
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Tliis at 40 vala tlio tola is 12(50, at vuls 10 and rice 7? 

(so called) on each piece IS pieces 119 and rice 123} at ns. q. r. 

Hs 4 the piece ... ••• ••• 0 

Deduct coinage charges ... ... H 0 7d 

41)7 3 80 

Deduct coinage duty at 2 i poi cent ... ... H 2 80 

Not ... 43(5 1 0 

The Venetians 100 full weight at Rs. 4-2-SO each i.s 
]is. ‘i'ti2-2-0j namely . Torw.i.iis 

Venetians 100 at 12 vCtls each is villa 1 200, at 40 vdls the tula .. 30 0 

Alloy at 2 vuls the tola ... ... . . ... 1 20 

31 20 

This at 40 iy{7s the tola is 1200, at vdla 10 iice 5\ the piece Rs q r 
IS 121 pieces .ind iico 844, U'hicli at Rs. 4 the piece is .. 480 0 07 

Deduct coinage cliaigcs ... ' ... ... ... 11 3 24 

474 1 43 

Deduct coin.sgc duty at 2\ per cent ... ... 11 3 43 

Not ... 402 2 0 

The minters note the following additional points. The fineness 
of a Bombay gold rupee which weighs ] tola gold contains . pure 
gold, parts 98, alloy, parts 2, total 100. The above nionlioncd 
intended coins of gold are above three touches worse than the 
lineiiess of Bombay gold rupees and therefore have five touch alloy 
in 100. The Venetians must be heated before they arc weighed to 
clear them from wax and dirt. As the making this intended coin 
is a new trial, wo desire you will please order to be delivered to us 
300 Venetians to know 'whother it will turn agreeable to the above 
calculation or not, also to fix the weight of each piece. That you 
will inform us in what manner they are to be stamped If the 
above calculation is not approved, w^o offer to make a gold coin 
that .shall pass current for Rs. 15 and weigh 38 vdls pure gold, so 
that for 100 Venetians full weight (after having been heated) we 
.shall deliver 30 gold coins amounting to R.s. dSO, and stand to all 
our oivn charges and coinage duty. Wo also propose to make 
halves and quarters for the greater convcnieucy of the inhabitants 
of this place.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 31st July 1705 ■ Agreeable 
to yesterday’s lesolution of Council the calculate of gold coins was 
bout round to the several members for their inspection, ivhcn the 
majority concurring in thinking it better to wait the arrival of the 
Mokha ships, as gold will probably then he cheaper, the same was 
determined on.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 6th November 17G5 : Ee- 
suining the consideration of the propriety of estahli.shing a gold 
coin to pass current on the island, it is remarked that this seems 
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* Biiiiil).-iy Mmlcis’ Calculiito, 17C.'5, Tub. Diaiy 45 of 17G3, 483-484. 

- Bom. Gov. (.oiisiillation 31bt July 17C5, Pub. Diaiy IC ot 17G5, 4S1, 
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the propel juncture for can-j'ing the 'anic into cvccntioii as gold is 
now veiy cheap. Itcsohed theieinie that u gold com to contain 
exactly tliiity-eight vuls of ]iuic Vtnttian gold be esiahhsln d 
to pass cuMciit iui Its 15. Thib the mint master is accoidingly 
oidciod ti> make, also halves and (luai tern of the same, iiith the 
nonoiiiiible Cornpaiij’s .nins on one side and Hominy with the 
yeai on the othui. That tnal of this com lie made foi the 
picbciit to the amount of 11 s GU, 00 i}, and, should it he found to 
aiisiici, moie may be made heicafter As fioiii the jucsent low 
puce of gold the lloiioiirable Company will gam consideiably hy 
this com, it must at all times be changed at the ticasuiy sihcncser 
tendered for that purpose.* 

This day ( 8 th Januaiy 17GC) a publication was issued siimifying 
to the inhabitants tbc cstablislimcnt of the gold coin and eiijommg 
them to rccene the same at lls' 15 each, and halves and quartcis 
of the same.* 

liomha}’ G os Cl nment Consultation, 28th ApiillTfiT Great abuses 
liavinglatelyheen expel icnced, 113 '- tliepettyshi oils 1 ef using to leceive 
rupees m the bazar, the pimcip.d mcichants and shrolfs wcic called 
upon to give their opinions wliat lupecs should pass cuiicnt Tlic}' 
declared no objections should bo made tonnj'Bombaj'iupeesMhat- 
ever. whether ciacl:ed,hiokcii, chopped, m ith hoic.s or othui wise, pro- 
MdecI tliat each lupcc was within one fumj ot full weight (lUU 
CKiijda making a 1 upuc) , 1101 to an\' Muluiiud Shaw and Aniud 
Shaw Suiat mpees, whether Lioad ones, cinched, or even chop- 
ped 01 with holes on the rims, pioMdcd thc\' are not chopped 
or have holes on the facing, and are iull weight" The Sccretarj* is 
theicfoic directed to icsiio a puhlicntion reipiiriiig that nil such 
iiipccs ns nic mentioned above be received and do pass cuiiunt at 
the full value of eightj’ pice the lupee" 

Court to Boinbni', 25th Apiil 1771 . The icsolution j'ou have 
taken to make the standnid ol Suiat iiijiccs the same ns the standard 
of those coined at Bombaj’, appears to us a seiy proper mcnsuie 
This iiiaj' tend to put a stop to the ciuicncj' of Bioach mpees, 
the continuance of which will he highh' piujudicinl to the interest 
of the Compaii 3 ' as well as to that ol piiinte mciehaiits. Wo hope 
3 'our next advices will inioi in us that the state ot 3 'oui cash has 
enabled j'ou to cniiy that measure into execution.* 

Bomba}' Goveinnicnt Consultation, 17lh August 1770 Taking 
into consideration the pinposnls from the Chief and Council at Surat 
1 dative to the produce ot the mint there, it is obseivcd that the 
same exceeds that of the mint hcic, notwithstanding which, as the 
agreeiug to it seems to he a ease, of nccessit}', we must acquiesce, 
though even this will not remedy the evil, theie being a mint at 


* Bom. Gov. Consultation Sth Kot 1763. Pul) Dj.irj’ 13 of 17C5, 707. 

- Bom Gov. Diary Stli Jan 1706, Pub Diarj 4b of 1706, 25 

3 Bom. Gov CoDiultatiiin 2Stli April 1767, Pub Diary 4S of 1 767, 20.1 

* Court to Bombay 25lh Apnl 1771 para 14, Pub Dep Coart's Lctlci-s Yol S of 
1760-1771, 237 - 25 s 
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Boarl the above petition fiom sunrlrj' meich.ints pia 3 ']ng that 
the export ilutj- on silver may bo taken off. Though ivo admit the 
mcichaiits do .•^uff'ei some haidship in pa 3 *ing the chit 3 ’ on then 
oxpoitatotho M.ilablr coast, 3 *et as ive can lind no reined 3 * which 
ivill not admit of abuse, as nndci covei of exporting monc 3 " to the 
coa'-t it iniglit lie caiiied to China and B.itavia from whence it ncvei 
letuins, It is thci cf 01 e resolved that the dut}* be continued ns at 
jii e>.ciit ' 

Bonibai* Government ConsnlLifaon, 15th March 1771 : Talcing into 
considei.ilion oui iiiLsent gicat want of sjiecic, and olnoiiiiig that the 
vast expense of the new foitifieations caiiics aw. 13 ' almost all the inonov 
wo can lais:, and that thcicaic now emiiloi'cd theicon full li\c tlioiifr.ind 
men, it IS ngiccd theie he m futnic cmiiloi-ed no moic than 2500 men 
These the Piineip.d Engineer must bo diiccted to emijlo 3 'ou such noihs 
as aie most immcdi.itcly noccssar}'® 

Bomlia 3 ' Government Consnlhition, 19th March 1771 ■ Lettoi fiom 
the Pnncipal Engineci to the Picsident and Council, dated Boml)a 3 ' 
19th ilaieli 1771 The number to be dischaiged agiceable to youi 
oidcis IS t.no thous.and and twent 3 '-cigbt men; then montlil 3 ' par’ 
amounts to Bs 10,878-0-50. I have called together the piincipal 
ofliceis of the artificcis and lalxmicis, and have got them to agree to 
receive foi the ensuing six months a paper curicnc 3 ' cq^ual to the alwc 
amount, pionded that thiee-fonrths of the said papoi cuncnc 3 ’' shall at 
all times lie received into the Ilonoiirable Compan 3’'6 tieasur}' at interest 
the same as cash ’ 

Bead the aliove letter fiom the Pnncipal Engineer addrcs..ed to ns in , 
consequence of oui lesolution last couiicil-da}' for leducmg the number 
of worlcmen employed, and proposing a mcani. foi continuing them h}" 
passing a ptiiiei cuiiemy. On which it is obscivod that it was not the 
meio pa\’ of the woikmen that c.iuscd us to reduce them, but as it nas 
the occasion of a great reduction of expense in matciials likewise 
As in tins lespcct a pajici cniienc 3 * will be attended with gie.at incon- 
venience, it is agieed to confiim our foimei resolution, except in 
regaid to the women and boj's at picseut oniplo 3 'ed to the nnmhei of 
about 400, which are lopresented to be attended ivith a small cxiiense 
The Principal Engincci is Ihuiefoie permitted to retain them, and as 
we esteem this a most favouiqblo oppoitumt 3 'for reducing the pa}' of 
those who arc still to be emploiyd, the p.a 3 'master is diiectcd to use 
ever}' means 111 his power to efie^lt * 

Bomba}' Government Consultationv.l5th March 1771 • As thcgeiille- 
raen at Smat repiescnt that the cliic£''iea'on of the seaicit}' of specie 
thcicis ow'ingto then mint having for some time been shut up, and that 
the searcit}' of specie is the icason of the inability of mcichants to lend 
the money we wanted and directed them to procure at intciest Fui Ihei 


’ Bom. Got. Consnltation StU Sept. 1778, Pub Diary 74 of 1778, C67 rorrc=l's 
Homo fceneq, 11 223 

*Bom (toi Con™ltitinii 1 "111 3Iar 1771, Pnb Diarj 57 of 1771 171-172 
M’uli Miwi .'.7 ofl771, lOS ^ ’ 

‘Bom Goi Consult itiuii lOtli Mar 1771, Pub. Diarj 37 of 1771, 181 - 1S2 
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as wo wish to obviate the diOIciiltie'! which have occasioned the Surat 
mint to be disused, and in older tliat every mcasnic in our power inaj’ 
be pursued to endeavour to procure money at interest, it is i evolved 
llessis, Jervis, Stackhouse, and Taylcr bo appointed a committee to 
entiuuc into the state o£ tlio Surat mint .and how it arises th.at Broach 
iiipces are bettor tlian those of Surat, which the Clncf and Council 
represent to be actually the caso.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th Maich 1771 : Ilc.ad the 
report of the committee appointed to enquire into the slate of the Surat 
mint, and how it arose that Bioach rupees were now prcCciablc to those 
of Smat. On considenation of this leiioit and of the .assay of Sniat and 
Bioach lupees deliveicd in by the committee, and of the several diiec- 
tions which liavc been from time to time given, it is agiccd that the 
committee’s lecommendation th.at the Snr.at mint be opened agiceable 
to the last teiins proposed by the Nabob m his confcience mth Messrs 
Gambler and Perrott under the 5th October last (1770) be now carried 
into execution. In this case ive expect the standaid of the Sniat rupees 
mil Ixj equal to the Bombay. This is what we meant in om* letter of the 
2Ut]i October last (1770) bj' adding 'm other icspccts in like manner 
as jiractiscd here.' Though ive agree the Bioach rupees bo received into 
the .' 5 m at tieasuiy for the piescnt, yet as soon as a sufllcicnt qn.antity 
of Surat rupees are enmed on the piescnt standaid. Broach nipecs aic 
then no longer to be permitted to pass cmient. But we aic of opinion 
discount or vaff/v should be settled on the Bioach nipecs whicli we 
leave to the discretion of the Chief and Council (at Sumt) to do in the 
most cqiutablc manner." 

Bombay Government Consultation, 6th Octoher 1772 : Bc.ad a letter 
from the mihtaiy paymaster with respect to tlie exchange on pice 
which IS daily li'-ing, enclosing one to him fiom the Biig.idicr General 
on the subject, and lequcsting the diicctions of the Bo.aid on tins head 
As by a publication in the year 1757 the exchange of silver into pice 
and vice losa was limited to half a pice the rupee, and as this if duly 
obseived ivill effectually put a slop to the ewl coniplamcd of, it is 
lesolvcd tliat the publication be republished and the most punctual 
obsoivancc of it icquiied under propei jicnalties.-* 

Bombay Government Consultation, 21st September 1773 : Not- 
M itlistanding the publication that was issued last 3 'cai' (October 1 7 72) 
limiting to half a pice in a rupee the exchange to be taken on chang- 
ing tutenague pice into silver, the exchange on changing pice for 
silvei has risen to about 10 per cent As this chaigc is a great loss 
and detriment to the soldicis .sepoj's and labouieis who aic chieflj’’ 
paid in picc, as well as to the poor in general, the means for putting 
a stop theieto is taken into consideration. It is observed that from 
the very low price tutenague has borne for some time past and 
from the vast quantity of pice on the island we have reason to 
conclude that great numbeis of pice must be made on the other 


' Bom Go\ Con^wltatioii ir.tli Mar 1771, Pub Diary 57 of 1771, 170* 171 
= Bom Oov. Con.!ultation ]9tli Mar 1771, Pub. Diaiy 57 of 1771, 180. 

^ Bora Oo^ Coii'juUatioii Clli Oct 1772, Pub Diar^ 62 of 1772, 928. 
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•■M* r.iiiJ lirti>i','lil r liifli- •• Jf !. Il: i.f.iri' n -Itnl Hi..* nji.'r'lf'. 

I M' '! iirpitv 111 /t tiir* i'*;.' 'ti'Tii J(i' \ 'i,> "if j >•' 
fri»<i '••I (ii ll'ii ill < 1. 1 \ rfi|, _ Im r'<ii.i<i> ti< 

jitilt'i' 111 ■! \ I \> n tl • n •<' i.. \ )- in i}. (.I'njw. i i i/r* >1 

In* [M i iii« n»i l},t •»*!■. r 'i!-. ii‘ 1 I ‘ii';’- • - ii ' I" • ti 
liitii. ii*i lilt futtho I l!i t i M jii . 

thittii'i} 1- r i.'i. ‘I III fiittiri ‘‘isll l» Ilf r r, »,ii 1 fii- t<i 

r. nip tiii'l tliBl ilii\ l» Ilf i!< li ft Mii ' 1 , 1 11 ' i'l 1 til r*i • I r tl, • 
Vi.iiii* (if till' injifu r wii'i till « vji' ii< , 111 I i'.'. ,(.*1 , I'rn.'i li' fici * 
fiirv (It I ii 1 ti‘{'i, 1 ; !'• j‘\<i 'mII K cuin. ir, n initii ' 

H'liiln*, t ■ ivi rti'i • ill (‘'<it'iiltiih"ti. ; -t! Si ji'i »iil r ITT.'* Ti)'" 
C ‘li* ■ !(‘r I I'liri ' til 1 1«> ill' 'i [ ' t'f 'll!! iru' I tl/i (rr(i‘'fji'r ~* 

liijtli til’;; til il 41 ” ii 1,1 i!,i II I' i! lii.^' t'lii f ri,(lii\ Ji ! ii.t^'i 

ijii'.Mlil} 'if ji^ •' in Ir.j •! r,' tl i li'iii tl > j till!," it i '■ v i' n-ii 
ns ill,; til' 111 ■iii’‘,ii ff.»*u t»» |u>' *,!■ , rti’ • ti <ii'i •'!!•■; ri Ii< f 
111 - It 111 '111, 1 U nil' ii .1 , it i iiti iniii '1'! til' •! 'iiii-i] t, i n'l. 

fill!' t'l iitfiKl (111 n, “i.iiii r> ht f, n. Ml H i'« tn (■•-.ij" frni.' '■» 
V ho nri* ill tin '11111 pn 'lii'ioi' iit, r.ii I v lin h".! 1 iin ih' iipj>iif..l>i>;i 'n 
111' ‘*1111' iniij'ii . ll' iUi 'llh' ri'fii'c tliiMli' ii lit of tl < to'-ni-i 
rii'l nir-'-l. Ii'riii' 1- ii''iiii.l in |i|i.> fri'iii tin ]•} ("tin L'l'r '1 
in-tvii (lx ill!' til' ilr% I'iti* Wiu mlii' 'll ri tin' nS* nf S*' to i t>i 
riiji, '.till h>‘ ('f •< hi' {1 Inti t fell nn (In Cninj'i’t lint foi 'iny 
mil if of lint '111” Ufi'ii thnt tiii>'\ jih' r,n!. n i\. 1 iiii1,'i nl 
III' jifi -< lit < Nrh'.in;, or in nli'T, l-riii , it m, tin fdin.i'' *(iiin 
finilt ill" I' nt ii »» I* it j liil |o'i;; l , fo’i th'* jiiiMIi itn n,' 

Thnnl'ij (ini I mill' lit C-ni nil itlii 1, 'ilh Otio'r 177 l! ; (iti‘i( 
iiniiilii I'l of fo'iijihutt < tip 'liiili ni’t'li' tlnit tilt' n I ni" pirn tin nm 
]n‘ ■> (tiriiTil in till' I'l'.'.i •.inr* oiu |>r"Hi,nifttii>ii ii -Im ni., ihi ii in 
mini' Thi* npni r»>!i’<i<li miion iv" nro of npininii nmy iti n f,'!* it 
III' viiiri 1"' iiwiii,; to pii' ’ M'l* ln'i't ti'>i\'ii fton ;,’i p r, ni' in 
piiiinnit’ in'"!.' to mn tni niry. It i- Ih'" fii.'i- ."ji-"! in oril't to 
imiii ilj 111" iinny inroiiii nn nr, ioinphnn“l of, t','il (•■"in li> nci . 
fiiiiMinl 111 Jill vuiiii, t' ii'h P'li 111 tlu III", tirj mil -h'llf nil! I- 
pi’riipt«*<l in jiii',' (if ilrsin <l), pioi ii|i >I tin pin >0 tiTnhni'l U i>‘ (hn 
Comping min r'*iii'i';i», .\t tin * inii tiwn'ii. iii' nr- r niiiii'irl 

fioiiilhi' Mi'l (inmitit \ Ilf pi("iinthi' i-l'iinl tli'ilorijit nntnl n* fii'-l 
liftic Ih I'M roini'il Miiirpiiti iIInIv, Mjiich nni-t hnii' liirii"l out ' 
till’ oil lit rnl\iiiit«oi* of tliio" M tin < linn il Hum (iiti 111141:1' foi n ' 
tiiiii pii'-t lini ill" Ik cn nt II it’i \ h>w pure, 11I11I n- iii iitnh r.,t.iini 
til'll (hi- 'inii'jitituui', pirn nil' iiisil^ ili-tiii'.'in'liiilih' from tlm-" of 
till' ( 'omiMiij , it is rc'olii il, ill onh 1 to put ii 'top totlll^p^^n- 
cioU‘4 iiml nnhiM fill jiriittico of roinm;; jiiif ns WiH j. t‘i Ti'iiinli tl>r 
fill Mjlisislin;; hj thn qlmntll,^ that liiis I'l'nn nlii ■ 'I3 cointil,* that 
nil pic' of tin; surirptitioii'- coiiiftoi: pp .1 fm p-ijiimtit nt tlu* 
tii'isiny ‘•Imll hr instmill.\ cut in two initl foifi it. 'l to tin- Company. 
For this putpo'.o tlm tmcr-o-aij uiint'Ts nml i-lirnlV, must .atlrml lit 
llio tii'.asiiiy, M ho shnll lu niiSMOinblc forthi* iici'ipt of niiv picj not 


' Ilim On, ConiiltV'i'i "l'< fri Jil iTT.'t, fill Dmri of 177 : 1 . air- 
'njiii (.m I'H'-iilti'.i.inS'M.'-iii' 1771, I',. I, ti.w'n ( ..'177,., t.',’ 


'••I-'. 


I 



Materials 1 


AND ISLAND. 


227 


coined by the Company, and the assistant to the treasurer must Chapto III- 

always be present m the treasury that no favour or affection may Capital. 

be shown to any one. As we arc convinced that the only 

effectual means of putting a stop to all these complaints regarding Discontinued^” 

pice is to call in those made of tutenagiie, and to coin such a 1773 . 

quantity of copper pice as will be sufficient for the currency of the 

place, it is resolved that os soon as possible tlie amount of 

Rs. 20,000 of copper be coined into pice, a proportionable quantity 

of winch must be in halves and quarters When the same aic ready 

to be issued, the tutenague pice coined by the Company will bo 

called in and all otheis lendered uncuirent.* 

Bombay Government Consultation, 12th October 1773: Several 
petitions aie laid before the Boaid from persons concciiicdin carry- 
ing on the arrack and tobacco farms complaining that they suffer 
several grievances by the late ordeis regariling tutenague pice, 
which they pra}!^ may be remedied As we have reason to believe 
that their complaints proceed more from artful management 
than any real cause of giicvance, it is resolved, in order effectually 
to put a stop thei eto, that the principal arrack and tobacco farmers 
be called by the Secretary and acquainted if they think they have 
any real leasou to complain that the late orders regaiding tuLc- 
nague jneo have been of prejudice to their sales, that the farms 
will be received back from tbein and put up again to sale if they 
desire to deliver them up.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th October 1773 : The Secre- 
tary acquaints the Booi'd that he called upon the piincipal arrack 
and tobacco farmers and aciiuainted them as ordered in our last 
Consultation , when the arrack f.irmei s consented to continue to hold 
possession of that farm as ho assured them the present perplexities 
regaiding pice Avould be over so soon as a proper quantity of copper 
pice weic coiue<l ; but the tobacco farmers pioposed presenting a 
petition to the Bocird on the subject.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26th October 1773 Read a 
petition from the tobacco farmers representing the loss they sus- 
tain in carrying on the farm, not only from the alteration of the 
.value of pice from 80 to lOO to a rupeee, but also by uncurrent pice. 

]i Jpon mature consideration of this, it is agreed the farmers be 
acquainted that any loss which may actually have accrued to them 
by the counterfeit pice shall be made good after the copper pice 
aie issued, on their delivering exact accounts thereof on oath. Also 
if, after the copper pice aic issued, they shall find a loss by the 
alteration from 80 to lOO pice for a rupee, it is further agreed 
that the farm will be received back and again put up to sale.* 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26th November 1773 : As 
between ten to twelve thousand rupees of copper pice are now 

» Bom ^lO^. Consultation 5th Oct. 1773, Tub Diary C-1 of 1773, 673 -C74. 

> ).<)m Gov, Consiiltatioii 12th Oct 1773, Pub Diaiy Cl of 1773, C‘)3. 

■> lorn (!oi. Ooimultalion lltth Oct 177.1, Pub Diaiy Cl of 1773, G99-700. 

* Bum Oov (.oiisiilt.itiou 2Clli Otl. 1773, Pub Dioiy bl of 1773, 709- 
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coined^ resolved that they he issued from the ticasury on tlic 
first of the ensuing month of December Against that time a 
proclamation must he piepaicd, noting that the same me to p.i5<i 
cuiicnt, and declaiing all tuteuaguc piec uncmicnt from that tmiu 
All tutenngne pice that aie of the Company’s coinage and may be 
brought into then tie.isuiy on oi before the Slst of the ensuing mouth 
of December, will be luceivcd on the Comp.iu}'’B account, and we shall 
hcreafici dct^umine how to dispose of them.* 

The Pioclamation regaiding pice, dated 80Ui November 1773 
By the Honourable William Iloinby, Bsqiiiic — In oidci to 
lemcdy the many inconveniences tliat aiisc fiom tutenaguc pice 
passing cuiicnt on this island, which aie piinci])a11y owmg to the 
laige quantit}' . that have been coined suiicptitiousl}', it has hecii 
dctcimiued that a proper quantity of pice made of coppci should be 
Goincd, and th.it when tlic same wcic I'cad}' to be issued the tutca.igue 
pice should no longei jiaos cuiicnt on this Island of Bombay. In 
puisiiance of tins detcrminatioD a jiiopei quantity of copper pice aie now 
leady to ho issued, which aie to pass at the latc of one hundiccl for oveiy 
silvci Bomba 3 iniiee. It is heiehy oidcicd and deelaicil that from to- 
moiiow moiiimg no tutenague pice sliall pass cuiicnt in this Toun oi 
Island of Bombay, nor shall anj' peison or poisons be obliged to leceivc 
01 accept the same in payment from the tune above raontioned. Snoli 
lutcnagnc pieo as haie been coined by the Ilonoui.il do Company m 
their mmt and mat’ be brought into tlieir tieasuiy on or buiorc the last 
day of tlio ensuing mouth of Dcceniboi, wdl be icccivcd and paid for 
at the i.alo of lOt) for a Boinb.ny silvei liiiioc, the picsunt exch.iuge 
All such as may be tendeied th.it aie not of the Conquuy’s coiuiige, 
will be cut in two and foifeiteil to the Companj’.® 

Bombay Goi cinmont Consultation, 7tli Apiil 1771. As we aie in 
immediate want of mono)', not only toi oui cuiient expenses but also 
to disehaigc tlie bills diawn from Oner which aie now due, lesnlvcd 
that all the tutenaguc pice winch have been called in and aie now in 
the trc.isinj', be sold at inibhc oiitci v" loi the most the}' will letch 
Tlic outcij' to be made bj’ Messis Fletcher and Gaidcn, n ho arc now 
appointed a committee foi tbat puiposc, and the amouiit'lio be paid as 
the pice aie Liken awci^'.* 

Bombay Gnveinmcnt Consultation, Idth Apiil 177 The com- 
mittco .ippointed lo sell the tutenaguc pice uilled into the tieasuiy, 
icpoit that the}' met for that puipose on the daj’ appointed , but that 
iiotwitbstandmg due notice was given of the lutcndcd sale, no 
puicliascis wliatcici .ittcndcd Oidoicd tbat tlicj' fix on another daj' 
lor the sale when tlicj' must cndcavoui to dispose of the pice * 

Bombay Goveinincnt Consultation, 3rd May 177 1 • The committee 
a 2 )po]ntcd to sell the tutenngue picu th.it had been called into the 
tie.isiuy reiioit to the Boaid tbat they again met to endeavour to 


' Bom, Go\ Coiisnllation 20tli TSin . 1773, Pub. Biaty G1 of 1773, 800 
= Pub. Di.iiy 04 of 1773. 814 

’Born Goi Cuiisiilhition 7tb Apiil 1771, Pub Di.nj 03 of ]77‘l, 2S1 
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dispose o£ them ; but that no person could be induced to offer more for 
them than Ks. 3-10-0 the Surat man. This being so very low tliey 
did not think tlicniselvcs authorized to sell them at such a late. The 
great scarcity of money was assigned as the reason for this very low 
offer.^ 

IJombay Government Consultatiou, 15tli August 1775: The com- 
mittee aiipointed to make sale of the tutenague pice repoit to the 
Iloaid by letter that they have sold the whole quantity oi tutenague 
pice lu the treasury at Rs. 4-0-50 the Surat inan, and for ready money." 

Bombay Government Consultation, 20th December 177*1 : A 
Lonsidcrablc number of Broach rupees were leccivcd in the treasuic 
lately arrived from Suiat as the treasurers now report. The ruiices 
coined at that place by an assay made in the year 1771, weic found to 
be suxiciioi to those oi Surat, wluch last jiass current here. For this 
reason, as well as because Broach now belongs to the Honouiablc 
Company, we esteem it very proper that Broach rupees should also 
pasb cuirent on this island. Oidered therefore that a publication 
be issued enjoining all persons to receive Broach lupces in pajmicnt 
without demanding discoimt.® 

Bombay Govcinmcnt Consultation, I5th June 1774 : Letter from 
the Mint Master to the President and Council, dated Bombay 16th 
hlay 1774. I have received an ordci to lay before you an account 
of the piofits arising by coining the different sorts of gold coins at 
their pre.scnt \ahie into gold rupees of the Bombay standaid, with an 
account oi the mint charges on the same The variety of gold coins 
in India, few of them oxeejit Venetians being to be had in this 
lilacc at present, pievents my being able to give your Honour 
the account you have ordci ed, as they ought all to be assayed to 
asceitain the alloy in each coin. In older to show your lionour 
the pioiit on coining Venetians into gold rupees of the Bombay 
standaid, 1 shall beg leave to state tlie difference between the nominal 
and real value of the gold rupee now cuiTcnt for 15 silver rupees : 

1 gold luiiue dwt 7 gr. 1 or 38 eah of the linen ess of 

£*4 (..ai.it-* Asliicli IS Veiictiiiii slaiidnid and p.issi.’6 cuiient fm Us q r 
l‘> silvei rupi’es ... .. .. . 15 0 0 

1 gold iiipee wciglinii? Voiicti.ins 3/, oi 38 nt *1 

Its 1-1-50 lU’i VeiK'tiiiii of 12 I’fi/a . ... 13 3 11 

Add Lho nil II Lei s chaiges 21 pel cent, namely 
binii.igu (waste) mi lo'u Vlih'Ii.his .il 21 riih the 
100 Vi-iieliaiis I'quiil lu cent , nuiknnuiahin 

9 lulls the 100 Vein Li.ui*. cipi.il to 1 pui cent , total 
‘2^ pel cent, that is .. . ... . . 0 1 38 
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Total ... 14 0 7D 14 0 79 


Diffcivuco ... 0 3 21 

which is equal to 535 pci cent piofil, niid will alter as Venetians rise or fall m 
piicc * 


’Bom Gov Consultation 3id M.ay 1774, ruh. Diary 05 of 1771, 3C9. 
SRoin. Gov. Cinisidlatioii l.lth Aug. 1775, Pub DiaiyOS of 1775, 534. 
3 Bom Gov ConsultatKin 20lh Di;t 177-J. Pub. Diary (50 of 1774, 000. 
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Bombay Goiernmcnt Consultation, 15th June 1774: It lia\in{f 
been determined that the ticasure lately imported fiom Basra, whic': 
we procured on account of our lionomablc Employers for bills on 
Bcng.al, bboiild be coined m our mint and tb.at the silver should be 
made into rupees of the present standard, it remains now to consider 
of what weight and fineness to make the gold i upccs. This being 
t.ikcn under delibeiation together wuth a lettci fioin oui mint mastei 
shoinng the gam ansing by coming gold rupees oi the present 
weight and standard, resolved after a full disciis^.ion that the gold 
rupees be made of the same lineness as those at present cm rent, 
but that an addition of two 2 dh be made to the w eight, that is 
that thej’ be now’ made of 40 vah weight instead of 3S, and that they 
bc-ar the same impicssion as the silver rupees. By thus laising 
the re.al value (as they aic to pass for 15 silver laipccs as bciorc) they 
will be current m the adjacent coiintiies. As the pnee of gold in tins 
jilacc IS at j^i'Gscnt low, some profit will still arise bj* coming it into 
rupees of the w'eight and standard above icsol vedon It is further agieed, 
in oidei to increase the curienoy of the place, to permit private persons 
to com gold in the mint on their paying the customaiy duty of 1^ 
percent. The gold rupees now cuiientmust be called in, in proper 
time, and iccoincd of the piescnt weight and standard ; the dclicicney 
in weight must be made good by tlic Company as they enjoyed the 
profit that was made on their being fust coined * 

Bombay Government Consultation, 25th April 1775 ; As tlicio is 
at pic«ont a want of silver cnriency on the island, it is agreed, 111 order 
to obviate the inconveniences resulting therefrom, to com gold to the 
amount of lls 6U,U00 into pieces of the value of one silver itipeo each 
to be in fineness e.vactly C(|ual to the gold rupees now curicnt and of 
litb part of the weight of a gold lupce." 

Bomb-iy Government Consultation, 12tli December 1775 ; There 
being Ecvcial counlcifcit gold rupees now cueukiting on the island, 
it IS agreed to offci a reward of lls. 1000 to any person or pci sens 
wbo will m.akc discovery of the poisons conccincd in coming them, so 
that the oSeudcis may be brought to justice^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 25<li Mairh 177S We have 
reason to believe that tlic tioops have suffered by being jiaul in the 
sm.ill gold iiipccs. It IS lesolvcd that no moio of this tom Iw issued 
from the ticasuiy and that the w'holc currency bo called in .iiid 
sent to China by the BeshoTowjh, wdicic they can Iw icali^cd 
without loss. These rupees arc not , J pass cuirent after the 31&t of 
Slay next.* 

Bombay Government ConsiilUtioii, 30lli Sepicinbci 1778; Beccivt-l 
bv' palamar a letter from the Chief and Factors at Tli.iiia, dated £Sth 
instant, 111 which they advu-od that agrceahle to our Older thev li.id 
tailed in all the gold filtccnths in circulation theic, wliitli btuig 126 in 


* nom. Gov. Cunpullatiou 15th Juno 7771, Pub PMrj C"i i.f 1771, 4‘" -421 

' Il'jin Gov C’oiisult-vtiu'i Jotb .Vjiril 1775, Pub Iliirj C7 t>( I77'>, .i'.V-Sj'i. 

’ It III f.o.. Ciiii'ult-vtiiin IStli Iltc 177'!, pub I)mi j (,s i.f 1776, r'li 

‘ Ik”!. Gov. Cu'irulUli'jn 23lb Mai 177', Pub Divr> 73 of 177t, 14J 
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nnmber they then transmitted us and requested a supply of Us. 20,000 
for Ihom ourrent OKpenscs ^ 

The follov\nng extracts relate to the Bate of Exchange • Bombay 
to Surat 11 th November 1677. The dollars and pagodas Mr. Child 
paid us in, we have given Bajiipur factory credit for. Wo have sold 
the first for 5 shiUingB the dollar. Both them and the pagodas we 
have near hand spent, our ships garrison charges and our new bastion 
sweeping away vast sums of money. Our tobacco rent and co()ly 
rents are paid us all in hnjrnh which as they do not pass off the island 
are fallen now to 28 pJiaiha<i the Xcraphin. We aie thercfoic 
forced to put a stop to the further payment of huj nil's or else wc 
shall neither have any trade nor a penny of silver on the island. Of 
the farms of the customs we have not received more than 5000 Xera- 
phins since they were sold. We shall remit what we can spare 
though it wdll be to loss 3 for we can send nothing but Xcraphins. 
If 3 'our worships have anj' occasion of furnishing the factories of 
llajApui KArwar or Calicut with money it maj'- be sent thither with 
far less loss.^ 

Court to Bombay, 4th June 1703 : You arc to pay all salaries in 
India, valuing the rupee at two shillings and six pence, unless to such 
as dcsiie the same or any part thoreol in England, for which you may 
give bills on the Company.® 

Court to Bombay, 15th March 1733 : B}’’ the Mokba ship j'ou wore 
inCoimed that the regulating of the exchange from the Bay was tli'en 
under our consideration. We have since settled the same,' and do now 
pel m it jmu to draw upon us, sixty-one daj^s after sight, for such 
money paid into our casli as our covenant servants while such shall 
have occasion to lemit home, on making affidavit that it is upon their 
own account, after the rate of two shillings and six ponce the Bombay 
lupee, and for all sums upon account of other peisons, aftei the rate of 
two shillings and four pence,* 

In January and I’ebruavy 1731' the Bombay' Government diew 
bills of exchange on the Court of Directois in favour of their servants 
at 2 shillings and 6 pence the rupee, and two months after sight.® 

The Honoiiiablc Company'' have now given positive orders that none 
but peisons actuall}' in their service shall enjoj- the privileoe of 
remitting money at the usual rate of 2 shillings and 6 pence the nipee, 
and all others^ money must be lomittelhomeat 2 shillings and 4 ponce 
the lupcc only.® 

Our Honourable Masters’ last commands arc very express that no 
person but their covenant servants while such, shall be allowed to pay 
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money into llicii ca*!!! hcic at 2 slulliii"'* anil G jicnco tlie nipoOj the 
bills 60 drawn being in both ease", paj'able 61 days after sight ^ 

Bombaj' Government Consultnlinn, 12Ui Sciilcmbcr 1716 : Signed 
the folloning six sets of bills on the llonoinablc Court of Diicutois at 
2 shillings 6 pence the mpec on account of then coicnnnt sci\.ints and 
otliGis entitled to that indulgence, payable 00 days after sight.- 

Coiiit to Bombay, 17th May 1766. '.-We Iicicly dnect that the 
exchange from Bombay aflci these oidcrs come to hand, bo lowcicd to 
2 shillings and 5 pence for a Bombay lupcc to our sci ranis, cud and 
militaiy, and to all othcis to 2 shillings and 3 pence only foi a 
Bombay lupcc. You arc to leccive no mone^', nor grant bills to any 
persons not undci coionants with ns unless immc.li.itely wanted for 
the xjurposcs abovemcntioncd No bills diawn on ns must be made 
payable in a less time than 365 days aftci sight. We iidl allow on 
such bills .an intcicst after the late of three per cent per annum on the 
expiiation of 90 days iiom the date of onr acceptance thereof, beinn 
the latc of interest which oui bonds heic in England bear, cxccjit 
only to the amount of about twent}' tliousand pounds a ycai , this 
being an indulgence to onr eoienant servants for proiiding tlicmschcs 
with neccssaiies. Eov their otliei immediate occ.i6ions, we aic willing 
to pay our co\on.ant borvants at 00 daj's’ sight But you aic not to 
extend your diafts for so sboit a time of payment to a gieater sum 
than the said twenty thousand pounds, such being the amount .illowcd 
b^ cur formoi oidcis. 

The foi tunes or estates acquired by our good and faithful sci rants 
may be icmitted home in bills d«awn upon us at 2 slnllings and 5 pence 
for a Bomb.iy inpec, if the money is ton Jc rad ’'•itlun twebe months 
from the time of then depaiture for England Aftci that pci mil 
tlioj’ are to b.a\e bills at only 2 t-lidlings .and 3 pence foi a Bomb.i} 
inpoc. All moneys tcndcicd belonging to deceased poisons who woie 
undci coicnants with ns, must be icccivcd if walhin the limitation 
in the above paragr.ipli. AUo the money tcndcicd bj’ the commandcis 
and onicei.s of our Euiope ships, so f.ir ab the 2 nodui.c of their piuate 
advenluie extends, they taking the oatli as picsciibed in oui Icttci 
of the 28th Maich 1740 paragraph 86 Likewise for all monej- paid m 
on account of the inoilucc of coial and otlici aitielosliocnseilby ns to bo 
exported by the tiadcrs in diamonds In all and every the befoic- 
mentioncd cases pailiculai leg.ird must be had to the sum tokil of hills 
and CM tificates that the)’ do not exceed by each ship one-fourth p.ait 
of the inioicc of the goods laden thereon as already dirculcd in a 
2 iicccding paiagiapli. And to this w'C make no exemiilion but what 
may legaril Loid Clive whose full icmittances must h.ive the prcfci- 
ence to all others.^ 

A Consultation 1 7tli Oetobci 1766 : Our Honouiablc Mastcis* 
commands of the 17th Slay last being now repeiused and duly and 


1 Horn Gov. Consultation 3id Jan 1715, Pnb Diaiy S of 1733, 3 
“Ilom Gov. Diar} 12tli Sept 174G, Pub Biaiy 19 of IT-IG, 30.5 
*Oourt to Combiy 17th May 17CG paras 13-25, Puli IXp C'onit's Letters Vol. 7 - 
of 17C5-17GS, ISl - 183. Conip of Standing Ord Vol 2 of 1759-1755, 223 
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maturely weighed and considered, the following particulars seem to 
occur in respect to those parts iclativc to tlio drafts to be made on 
them : 

First • in preference to all others they have been pleased to indulge 
their servants with an annual icmittancc of twenty thousand (20,000) 
pounds to be drawn for at 90 days’ sight at 2 shillings and 5 pence 
tho rupee. _ , . . 

Secondly : that all the estates of those gentlemen who die in their 
service and the fortunes of such of their good and faithful servants as 
return to Europe, are to be accepted and bills given for them at the 
same rate of ovcliangc but at three hundred and sixty-five (365) da3'3’ 
sight, provided the same are paid m mthin a twelve-month of their 
death or their return to Europe. 

Thirdly ; that these different sums are allowed to be paid and bills 
given for them as an indulgence to their servants, provided nevertheless 
the whole of the bills or certificates granted bj’ any one ship do not 
c.vcccd one-quarter part of such ship’s invoice. Eut as we know tho 
servants will want to remit much more than this can at an}* time 
.amount to, it becomes necessarj’, in order to prevent discontent, to lix 
the proportions to be allowed each, out of the twentj' thousand 
(20,000) pounds permitted to be diawn for at 90 days’ sight. The 
following occuinng to us as most eligible, it is agreed to establish tho 
same as a standing order lor the future ; for notwithstanding the 
military and maiine are not by our Honourable Masters included in 
this indulgence, ,yet as wo are sensible some have occasion to loniit 
home money for the support of their families and other necessary 
occasions, wo think it but reasonable to allow them a small proportion 
at leist until our Honouiablc Masters’ pleasure can be known regard- 
ing it jj. 

To the Picpidpnt 2100 

To tlio Meinbi'i's of Council, iiic1udin{r Jliijor anil 

Suppiiiitoiulcnt, 14 nt 800 each 11,200 

Ohiipl.1111, Secretary, Sciiioi and Junior Mcichnnts and 

J'^actoia .. 4r,00 

Wiitois Oyo 

Miliiniy and JIaniie, to each Corps £700 each MOO 
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Total ..£20,000 

Court to Eorabaj’’, 21 st November 17GG: The exchange from yom* 
Presidenej'' is to continue .as settled in our letter of the 17th May last 
at the rate of 2s 5d. for a Bombay' rupee to our civil and military 
servants, and to all others 2s. 3d. only for a Bombay' rupee.® 

Court to Bombay', 11th November 1768' On reconsidering our 
Jormer directions relating to the exchange for bills that we shall draw 
on our respective Presidencies for money paid into our treasury' here 
by the owners of our freighted ships for the said ships’ stocks, or by 


’ Pom. Gov. Consullt.ilion 17th Oct 1700, Pub Dmry 47 of 1700, 07.-; -070 Comp, of 
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nlhria who m-u ha\c oor-aaion to nuhe innitLincoa to Tmlia, v e hair, 
in oiili’r to ('iicoiii.iyo thou to niahc tiicli ji'ij ment->, flctoi imnc<l to ji-'-a 
0111 ili.iii'jht'i ai.iMidint'ly at Ihc ii»llni\hi;; latf'-. nainolv on Itombav 
•at ill. tliii Uoinh.iy riijiei’; on Toil SI. Gcorfro at 7f-. .‘ifl. lliu cuiront 
jnooda, .'inl on I5i;!ii:.il at the cmimit iiijici'.' 

Com t 111 Hoinlnj-j 1 Itli Xo\onilicr 1708 . You aic aho to t.iku notice 
tlial llio (li.iM nin faxniii of the aroKi'niil oiincis ml] lie marie 
jniolile at Hie afti'r niilil To induce the on not'? to rjne 

(hn.i'linn«. to tlie cnininaniii is to lake from llie Cnnijunj at an^ of the 
I. 'id I’ri'.idoni ii''> Mil'll r.i*-h tlioi iii.iy nant for lln"i' {.laps' n'r*, siioh 
mil am o a*- ‘•h ill In* innde to llicm aif to bo ncoonnUii tor at thcfolloinn!' 
lato'!: ,Vt IJonilny I'*', t’d the llonilwy riipooj at Tmt St Georfre 
7'' I'd till * 0111 will ] .iijiida, and at Henjj.il 2 ‘liillinirs the ciirront riii-uc. 
Yfliinic tlicioroiclulionllontiio that no far ai they {-liall conLCiii inn the 
aboic diieetion- are oonipliod mill and loii aic In oall iip-m the fcici.i 1 
ooriiiiKiiidoii of Hill frcifjlitod frliijis n ho aniiont join ]>ort to know 
if llioj nio in iiaiit of money for their '•hip.'’ ii'^e, and it mii'-t apjie.ir 
on j'oiii Coii'.iill.ilioii!! thnt joii h.ii e so done. As tlie reasons !siicii 
ill 0111 adia.es dalctl 181h March l.T-t still subsist for liiiiitiiii' the 
diaii^'lits to be Made on us fiom Bonibiy, joii arc hciehy nidcied not 
to O'er ecd the s.iul sum of .b20,00o in the draupli(= you make on us by 
the '■liip'. to ho dt"-!' ilclicxl home in thcscason of 1 Ib^, 'ind all dmii£rlils 
must be at the nile of 2s. 2d for oich llombiy rujicn IJy the aboic 
limitation, no do not mean lo include Ihosmii of .b.-iOUO whieh ivuallow 
the coiiini.inder and olUcors of eieh of our ships of this season (o pay 
into our c.isli on the terms .aforesaid at suth setllenienls n hereto tlioy 
am consigned. That K to s-ny those conslijned to j our Picsidcnci aie 
to be conihicd to pay in at the scvci.il settlements on jpnr eo.ist a sum 
not oscuednig {..'lOUO for oath ship , and those coii~i<^ncd to the co.isl 
and baj’ arc to jny in the like sum at cither or both of tho-c Picsi- 
deiiciPs unless oui foriirc may iei|iuic tlicir despatch from any olhei 
Pi csideiiej' 1 II that e.ise ani' ]iai t of tlicii iinp.iid ipiola inai ho i cccii cd 
tlieic As the coininaiidcis and oniccrs of none ol oiii .ships arc to be 
alloivcd moic than .L'ltlOO on this aceount in the iiliolc loi.spe the 
seieinl Picsulcncics must take the nccess.iry caic in th.it lesjicct by 
diilj adiisintr c.icli other of the sums iccciicd fumi those eominaiideis 
.anti ofllccis. In legard lo those iiho call at Madias on their way to 
China they aic lo be icstrained to the latter place fni paimg: in their 
alloii .nice' The jiioportions mIucIi the olficeis .aic to bc.ar mth their 
rotiiniaiidciN in the said sum aie to be 'cltlcJ aceoidiii? lo the r.itcs 
mcnlioncd m the printed indulgence iiilli respect to their adientiiies 
oulMnid. Such eoniniaudcrs and ofliccis as may apply to you on this 
oeensioii, must thcicloic liaie cciliricales granted llicm in the usual 
manner upon their making oath ns oidcred m our leltei of the 21st 
Xoiomher 17G6. If the atloincjs of Loid Cliic t-hall applj- to you 
lo p.iy in anj' pail of his Loidship’s jih/ir for bills of exchange on us, 
you arc licioby diicctcd to leceive the same Minch is to bo c.xcIusivo of 


’Conit to Honilwy 11 Hi Kor. 176S para 3S, Pul) Dep Cuiirl'i. Letters Vol. 7 ot 
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the baforcmcntioned £20,000 wliicli you arc ponniltod to draw for by 
tbo ships to be despatched fiom your side of India. ^ 

Coiutto Bombay, 30th June 1709 : We have considered seriously 
oar foinier directions upon tlio subject of bill.*? of exchange and liarc 
given due attention to the inconvcincnecs resulting from the jncsent 
lestrictions That the Fiench and Dutch will be supplied wdth English 
money by those who want to remit to Euiopa is a natuial conscijucnce, 
and that they will in Bengal insist upon being jiaid in silver, seeing 
that silver is the only legal tender that is or can bo in that country, 
and fuither that they will export from Bengal as much as they think lit 
notwithstanding any orders to the contraiy is to bo expected. Such 
being the evident inconveniences of our refusal to receive money into 
our cash for bills to bo diawn upon England it will bo said the lemcdy 
IS in our hands if wo will open our tieasury the French and Dutch 
will no longei be supplied. Tlwy mil bo under the necessity of 
importing bullion for thcii expenses and investments and we shall hi\e 
it in our power to export to China as much as we think the circum- 
stances oC the country will bear. We sincciely wish things could be 
biouglit to this .state, but the single and insurinoimtablc objcclion is 
that, if bills aie drawn to an unlimited amount, wo maj’^ bo put to the 
utmost distress and diflieulty to make good the papnents in England 
For this lea'-on we have been undei a neeessil}’ so to model all our 
ordeis upon this subject as to confine the draughts to some degree of 
pioporlion with our invcotments Tins rule wo must not now lose 
sight of, although oiu' intention is to extend our power of taking iiji 
money as far as it 'can possibly bo carried uitli any deg ice of prudence. 
Accordingly having considered tlio matter fully and maturely and 
having granted a further extension of remittances to our servants at 
Bengal on account of their increase of investment tins year, wo aie 
■willing to encourage you to do the same We thoiefore do hcieby 
icioke our foinier oidciB upon the subject of icmittances and in lien 
thereof we pcimit and empower you to draw upon us this season for 
£50,000, and beyond that sum for the whole amount of tlio siiiiphes in 
specie which you may be able to send to China. At the same time we 
depend on your zoal and assiduity in cxlendiiig your investments in 
such manner as may enable us to pciform our cngagomciits and to 
continue to you the same indulgence in future sca‘>onB Besides the 
above Slim ol £50,000 you may grant coitificatc.s to the cajitam and 
officcis of eaib homeward hound ship as far as ,C50U0 each ship under 
the express conditions mentioned in the 55th (43id) par.igrapli of our 
gcnoial letter of the 11th Noveinbei last Notwithstauding our order 
of the said 11th November, paragiaph ‘J4, you arc not to include 
Lord Cliie’s jdgn in the said £50,000, it being our intention that any 
paj’mont on that account should be made in Bengal only. 'I'he sum 
of .£50,000 first to he drawn as aliovcmcntioncd is to be divided and 
applied among the Company's servants, civil and military, in such a- 
manner as may appear reasonable to you upon an mi pai tail consideration 


- » Ooiiit to Bombay 11th Nov. 17GS pains 39 - 41, Pub. Dop..Courl'a Lottois Vol. 7 
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of tbcir Eomal situations and nicumbtancps. lYc shall depend upon 
your making tins disposition in such an equitable manner as may lea\e 
no just cause oi complaint. The China remittances aie to be opened to 
flee mcichants or any otlici poisons residing under oui piotuetiou as 
■well as to the Company's sen ants The same lemark applies to whatevci 
sums shall be olfeied upon account of the estates ol deceased poisons. 
The bills for the sum of 1.50,000 iiist aborcmeutioncd are to be diaivn 
at the rate of 2s 5d the Bombay rupee and at 355 days' sight. The 
bills foi biicb furtbci sums as shall be sent to China arc to be drawn 
at the 1 ate of 2s. 6ld the Bombay lupce payable three yeais after 
Bight, this latitude being necessary to enable the Company to bring the 
amount of the bale of then caigocs into ciiculation at the time the bills 
will become due You will obscivc that wo have increased the late 
of exchange in propoition to the time allow ed tor payment This we 
mean to stand in lien of the intciest foimcily paid for the exceeding 
time attei the ninety daj’S You are accordingly to gii e the bill-holdcis 
to understand that they will not be entitled to any inteicst upon bills 
that mil be diawm in consequence of these oiders.^ 

Couit to Bombay, 23id September 1772 Notwithstanding we have 
already oxpiessed ouisclves tully on the license you h.ave taken in 
donating fiom our expiess and positive ordcis of 30th June 17G9 per 
Jjapicing lespecting the amount and lates of yoiu diafts on the CouiL 
of Direotois and have apprised you in what light wo shall consider 
biicli conduct, yet as the effects ot your disobedience in this icspect is 
of such a natuie as may endanger the cicdit oi the Company, no deem 
it nccessaiy by tins conveyance to renew oui peicmptoiy injunctions 
that you do not, on any account or piclonco wdiatsoever, issue biils on 
us foi moie than the amount of £50,000 exclusiie of ccitificatcs to 
commanders and officcis of ships payable in one year and at tlic latc of 
exchange expressed in our oidcis of 1700, which oidcis aie to continue 
in full foicc until we shall signify our fuither pleasures hcicin. 
As w'c have come to a resolution to send such suppliCb to our Council 
at Canton as wo shall deem sullicicnt foi the puiposes of providing 
caigocs foi the outwaid bound shqis of the ensuing season, we heieby 
revoke the permission giien you by oui heforementioned orders to 
diaw on us for the amount of all supplieb in tpecie ivhicli you might 
he enabled to send to Cluna And we diiect that you do not fi eight 
any goods or merchandise on piiiatc account in oidei that the amount 
sales or any part thereof be jAaid intooni cash at Canton to be lepaid 
bj' bills to be drawm on us by oui seivants tlioie Y'ou aic how'cver to 
obscive that w'c expect and requne j'ou to use everj' means m your 
power to increase our China stock fiom your own resources and that in 
particular you do not fail to proiidc a caigo of such goods as may be 
most propel for that maikct to be loaded on tlic ship winch shall he 
consigned by us to your Piesidency in her way to Canton and such 
caigo must be ui goods nndtrcasnie to the lalue of £40,000 at Icast.- 


1 Court to Eomhay SOUi jrune 1769 paras S4-33, Pub Dep Court’s Letters Vol 8 
of 1769-1771, gu- 93. 

= Court to iSombay 23rd Sept 1772 paras S-C, Pub, Dep. Court's Letters Vol.OoI 
1772-1777, 02-03. 
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Court to Bombay, 24th November 1772 : It is impossible to describe 
the difficulties the Company now labour under for want of cash in 
their treasury here, arising as well fiom your unwarranted conduct as 
that of our servants in Bengal, who together contrary to lepeated and 
positive orders liave drawn upon us last year for upwards of one 
million sterling and this sum with what the Company have lost by 
indemnity on tea which is about another million, is a burthen almost 
insuppoitable. To remedy this evil for the present we hope the aid of 
Parliament will shortly be stretched forth. But to remedy it in future, 
must entirely depend upon our servants by a well regulated system of 
economy in every department that falls under their management by a 
duo attention to our orders, particularh' to those of the 23id September 
last, respecting bills to be drawn upon us, and by a proper exertion at 
least for the two following seasons, of their utmost abilities in procur- 
ing the largest investments possible consisting of the finest and most 
valuable commodities. lYe order you most zealously to take m hand 
this important work. As a means to attain m part these indispensable 
pui poses by reducing so far as possible the very burthensome charges 
of your Presidency, from the great expenses incurred at your subordi- 
nate factories, we have it under consideration to retrench them by 
withdrawing the military from all except the castle of Surat and to 
place the collection of the pepper on the Malabar Coast with a Resident 
at each to bo assisted with one or two -wnteis. We have thought 
it proper to apprize you of this our intention by the present conveyance 
and shall communicate our final lesolution by the du*ect ships consigned 
to 3 ’-our Presidency this season. 

In addition to our abovementioned orders of the 23rd Seiitember 
last respecting bills of exchange, we hereby direct that in future you 
observe it as a standing rule not to pass any bills or ccitificates on us 
except those for the amount of the adventuies of the eommanders and 
offieers of our ships but by the tw'o last shiiis of the season that sail 
from Bombay. Nor to diaiv for a larger sum than permitted by our 
said ordeis of the 23rd September as we are determined in case of 
disobedience to letum the bills above that sum back agam to Bombay 
unaccepted It is our further Older that in the bills wm allow you to 
draw at 365 days’ sight, you leave it at our option not to pay the same 
under twa years, tliough, should we think proper to accept them on 
the latter teini, we shall have no objection to pay them at the rate of 
2s 5 {d. a Bombay rupee wnthout allowong any interest. 

Notwithstanding any tiling said in the preceding paragraph you are 
hereby absolutely piohibited drawing bills or passing ceitificates upon 
us for any sums or in favour of any poisons whatsoever in 1773 except 
certificates only for such sums as the commanders and officers of our 
fjcightcd ships liy our standing oidcrs in their instructions are jicrmit- 
ted to pay into our cash in pait of their privilege. In tlus prohibi- 
toiy Older we include your draughts for any money we have heretofore 
permitted you to receive for bills on us And you are further positively 
enjoined to make all possible saiings in each branch of our alEairs. 
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Tor the disticESC! of the Compan}* arc such as immediatelj' aud loudly 
c.all foi eveiy a'.sist.ince and the letioncliing of ovciy expense.^ 

Court to Bombay, 11th Fchinaiy 3774 • The snhicct of lemiltances 
thiough the Company's caoh hy MU'- on the Cniut oi Diicctois having 
been eon'^ideicd m the last sessions of Paihamcnt, a Ian* was accordingly 
enacted lestiioting the Company aecoiiting or otherwise binding 
themseh es in the space of any one year foi the payment of any bills oi 
exchange diawn by any of then offiecis or servants at any of then pie- 
sidencits m Ibe East Indies fm any sum exceeding £30i),0l)0 (exclii- 
siic of ceilifieates to ibe amount of £5000 to the commandcis and 
officers of each of the Companj 's ships) without the consent oi order 
of the Commissioneis of IIis Llajcsty’s Tieasuiy or the IlighTieasiiicr 
for the time being. 

It therefore only remains with us to notif}* the said law to our 
sei\ ante in India and to propoifcion the diaughts allowed to he made 
on us foi the said sum oi £o00,000, ivhieh wc herchj* do so fai as 
concerns your Pic'iidency in the following mannci To Bomhaj, 
£j5,000 to he lemittcJ hy oui civil and mihtaiy seivants, and the 
fuitliei sum oi £10,000, one moiet}' of which latter sum we would 
Ime lescived foi the hcncllt of lice mcichants and othcis not in the 
Company's seivice and the other moietj* foi the advantage of deceased 
lieipons' estates and of peisons letiuned fiom the Company’s secv’ce 

And it IS our pleasuie that the said sum of £15,000 he consideicd as 
the total amount of the hills to he diawn hy you in the conise of ono 
yoai commencing from the 1st August 1774 and ending the 31st July 
1775 j hut ivo do not mean to include in that sum the £5000 lor 
whieli you aic peimitted pmsuant to the said Act to giant ceitilicalcs 
to the comraandeis and oilieeis of each of the Company's ships diuiug 
the couisc of the voyage 

The lulls j'ou maj* draw foi at Ts. 5d each Bomha)* rupee and they 
must ho made pa 3 'ahlo at 12 months and not at 305 da^'s after sight. 
Aiithout mlciest, and the ceilificales must he made out as U'-uaT 
■without mentiomng cither the lale of exchange oi the tciin for 
paj'ment " 

Court to Bomb.!}’, 10th ifarch 1775 Having taken into onr 
considciation the rates of exchange foi which hills are di.iwn upon ns, 
wc have thought fit to leducc the same in the following manner 

Fiom Bonihij' at 2s "d the Bombay i upec , fiom Bengal at 2s Id. 

the cuiient lupee; fiom Foil St George at 7ij id. the pagoda; and 

i'lom China and Fort Maillioiough at 5b the Spanish doll.ai. 

AVe hciebj* authonre and pcimit }*on to diaw upon ns foi ono 
year commencing the 1st August 1775 and ending the Hst July 1770, 
lor £30,000 stciling to lie icmittcd bj* oiii civil aud mihtary 
seivauts; and the fuither sura of £15,000 stcilmg foi the benefit of 


’ Court to r.omliay 24tU Noi, 1772 paias 7 - 10, Pub. Dip Court's Letters Vol 0 
of 1772-1777. OS -71. 

* Court to BomMy lltli Pcb. In4, paras 13 -IG, Pub Den Court's Lctlcrs Vol. 0 
of 1772-1777, 123-120. 
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frco xnoi'cliaiits aud others not in. tlie Compauj’^s service, aiid on 
account o£ deceased pcisonfi^ estates and of persons leturncd fiom tlie 
East Indies ^ 

Comt to Bombay, iGtIi April 1777 ■ We permit j'on to diaiv upon 
us this year for the sum of il‘1'3,000 at the rate of 2^. 3d. the Bombay 
lupeo. ' You arc in no case to exceed that amount " 

Bombay Government Consultation, 5th Maveh 1783: It being 
necessaij' to fix at ivLat value we shall issue the rupee to his jMajcstj'^s 
tioops agiecable to the request in the jiaymaster’s letter read last 
Council day — liC'-olved according to the Ilonouralile Company's 
orders that the amount of his Majestj^'s troops’ subsistence be paid 
at the exchange of Its 2 4 as. the cuircut Bengal rupee (valiio 
110 for 100 Bombay lupeos) But the additional and extra allowance, 
home by the Company, at the same rate as their olRcers leceive it, 
namely at 2.s. 6d. the Bomhiy lupce.’ 

Tlie follonung extracts relate to questions connected \rith interest and 
loans : 

Paragraph 76 of the Court’s letter of 15th ilarch 1733, confums a 
bylaw against exorbitant u^ury.* 

Bombay Government Consultation, 27th September 1784, directs 
that the bylaw confiimed by the Ilonourablc Court of Diicctois for 
inoventmg extravagant inteiest being taken on small suras of money, 
be tiaualated into the Portuguese and Gentu languages and aflixed in 
the usual places, in ordci to bo the more publicly known amongst the 
inhabitants.® 

LeXter from the ]Mayoi’’s Court to Bombaj’ Government, Gth 
November 1784; We hake this opportunity to desire your Honour 
will lecommciid home two moie bylaws, one in favour of llespoudentia 
Leiideis who, the Couit thinks, ought to have a right m the ship 
.and caigo their risk is on, iirior to othei bond creditors. The 
other for the relief of Indian creditors of persons d 3 'ing hero 
insolvent being indebted likcivise in England ; the Court csteemirg 
it a gieat haidslup tliat the India creditors’ money should be paid 
awaj’ to tlie English crcditois though the insolvent person brought no 
effects out ■with him.® 

Bombaj' Government to LLayor’s Court, 15th November 1734 ; 
With the utmost willingness wc shall lecommend to the Oouit of 
Directors the establishing the other turn bylaws mentioned in your 
letter, being convinced that tlicy aic cntu'cly consistent with reason 
and justice^ 


1 Court to Boinl)oy lOtli starch 1775 pains. 15 and 10, Pul), Dcp. Comt'b LclU-ri Vol. 
Oof 1772-1777, 200 

® Court to Bombay ICth Apiil 1777 para C, Pub Dep Court Letters Vol 9 of 


1772-1777,320 

® Bom. Gov Consultation otli March 1783, Pub. Diary 81 of 1783. Comp, of Staiul- 
inc Ord. yd. 2 of 1769-1788, 312 
4 Comp of Staiidms Ord Vol 1 of 17J 5-1721, 202. 

'• Bom. Gov Consultation 27tb Sept 1731, Pub Diniy 7 of 1734, 170. 

= Piib. Diary 7 ol 1731, 211 ^ ^ . 

’ Bom Go' to Itc Mayoi s Court 13th Nov. 1731, Pub. Diary 7 of 1731 215, 
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Tlie following cstiacts iclatc to tlio cstaliliolimoiit and lii&toiv of llio 
Bank 

Couit to Bombaj', 21st Februaiy 1717. As Iheincicace of tiadpliaea 
natuial tendency to inciea=e onr levenucs, ivo sball heie, in ansnei to 
the 72nd paragiapliof ibolcttci of the 21 st .T.amiaiy pi opo'nng leave to 
settle a B.ank of a lakli of lupees for the onlaiging the ti.ide.it Bombay, 
tell you that ive consent tlieieto, pronded you take effcctnal and con- 
stant eaio to seeuip the lopajment of the money by raflieient pledges 
of goods or other sccnntics and that it be lent as you propo'o at nine 
pci cent inleicst. Let us know uliat good effect it liatb every 
year.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 20tli .Juno 1720 • As the ■Jetting 
a Bank on tins 1‘jland will indi'sputabl}' lie for the mutnal Iienefit and 
advantage both of the Eight IIonovn.able Compan}' and the inhabitants 
by the increase of the trade and icicnnes tliereof, and oui Iloiiom.'iblc 
Jlasteis hanng hecn pleased to encouiago this pioposal in the 7.3id 
paiagiaph of then Icttei by the Adilison, the Piesident moves that 
Mcssis Blown and Plullipps be appointed for his assistance in that 
affan and that they picpaic a scheme for the more legnlar caiijnng 
on the same, to bo bid bcfoic the Boaid for then appiobation This 
is appioved and agiecd to.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 25tli July 1720 • Letter flora 
Messis W. Brown and 0. Pbillipps to the Ilonoumble 0. Boone 
Picsidcnt and Goveinor at Bombay By -nitne of the oidei of 
Council to us the 20th June 1720, to prepaie and la}' before youi 
Sonora a scheme for electing and cstabbslnng a Bank on Bombay 
for suppl^nng the merchants with ■rams of money whereliy they may 
the hcttci be enabled to extend and cany on the giomng tiadc of 
this Island necoidingto the direction and indulgence of ora llonouiable 
Masters, avo humbly ofiei the following pioposals : 

1 That a sum not exceeding Es 1,00,000 be taken ont of the 
Eight Hononiablc Company's cash and be set ap.ait and appiopnatcd 
£oi the puipose as the capital stock for the Bank of Bombay. 

2. Tb.at the caic and management of the said stock and all the 
tian«actions of the Bank lie nndei the immediate dncction of tlic 
' Governor and two of the members of Conned whom he shall apiiomt, 
w'ho shall keep books and enter tlieieln all their piocecdings in the 
disehaigo of this trust, and once a year, namely in the month of July, 
dcliTCi into Council an account of the inteicst made and gained on the 
money lent and issued out by the Bank, and pay the same into the 
tieasuij' foi the use of the Eight Honourable Company. 

•S That any peison or pei«ons inhabitant on Bombay whether 
native oi the Eight Honourable Company's covenanted oi lined 
servants may boriow or take up money of tlic B.ank upon giving 
security to the satisfaction of tho managers afoicsaid. This security 


' Court to Bomliny 21st Feb 1717 pir.s, 73. Comp, of Stsndiii^ Onl. Vol 1 of 
1715-17^1, 132 

' Bom f!ov Consult.stion 20th June 1720, Tub 1 of 1720, 8D. Forrest’s Home 
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phall be eilher by a deposit of goods lo the full value of the money 
lent (and in such case ihe boirower may retain and keep the mone}- for 
one -wliole year or until bo can dispose of those goods and receive m 
the money foi the same ■which shall soon hapiien) or othoiwise the 
boiTOwei shairproouTC one substantial meiehant oi other inhabitant 
of the place lo be joint secinity in a liond ivith him to repay the ‘•aid 
money and interest Ihereou within the teim of six calondai months 

4'. That m consideration the Eight Uonourahlc Compaiij- ha\o 
given us leave to issue out of their cash the sums to be advanced from 
the said Eank j that therefore they he allowed by the hoi lowers an 
interest for the same aftei the i ate of 9 per cent per annum until 
the principal and interest is paid. 

5. In considciation of the trouble and chaigcs of the management 
of the afl’airs and tiansaetions of the said Bank cveiy hoi lower shall 
upon hisentciing into a bond foi thcnionei- then lent him, pay to the 
managers one per cent for their said trouble 

6. That as a further encouragement to the borrower, the Bank 
sliall be obliged to receive fiom him at any tune upon tender thereof, 
before the expiration of the times limited in the third aiticle above, 
any even sum or sums of money (not le^s than Es, lUU) in pait of 
his debt and the interest of such part so p.ud shall from IhcnccCoith 
ccsi‘>c and deteimino Similarly for goods deposited the owners shall 
liavc f ICC! liberty at all times to show and dispose thereof in whole or 
in part j and upon pajnng the pioduce into the Bank, the same sliall 
be accepted and received in part or in full paj'iiieiit of tbc debt 
according to the amount thereof. 

7. That any person who horrow's of the Bank may have cash- 
nolcs if they choose the same lather than money The said notes to 
be signed by the managers and sealed with the Iliglit llonoui.abk' 
Comp.T.nj'’b seal, (whcieoE none) shall be for less than lls 51) and 
shall luu (in the) following manner; Bombay Mtli July 1720. 

We promi.se to pay or order at demand 50 silver rupees cuirent 

of Bombay' on .accoimt of the Bank (Sd.) A. (Bd ) B. (Sd.) C. 

8. And if any person sliall lend to the Bank any sum of money of 
Es. 100 or upwards for the term of six months certain, he shall have 
a note signed and scaled as afoiesaid heanng interest sit one fiurjiini. 
a day for Rs 100 and payable also at demand after the cxpir.ition 
of the said six months to lum oi order by endorsement . Bomb.ay 14 tb 

July 1720. We promise to pay or older Bs lOOcurientof 

Bombay, together ■with the interest at one dvgnni a day from the date 
hereof for Es. 1 00 on demand after the expiration of six calendar 
months for and on account of the Bank of Bombay.^ 

Messrs. Brown and Phillipps now deliver in their above pchcmc for 
setting on foot a Bank on this Island, agreeable lo an order of Council 
of the 20th ultimo, when they hkeudse acquainted the Board they liad 
talked with the most eminent black merchants about it, who v ere well 


1:483—31 
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F.nti'sficd witli Iho pioj'O'al .anfl lohuiiaiil}' offcieil the one per cent to 
the inaiia^eib foi tlioii tioiiblc Tlie =ainc li.inng been duly -wenflied 
.ind maliiich’ con'.idciod, oidcicd that jMe«srb Waltei JJioun .ind 
Ouen I’billipj)'. pi ejrai c .1 place foi .m oflico, a ec.-!! and books .and bo 
le.idy to open the Fame, .ngieeable to the Fchcmo ahoi ementioned, i\hen 
i\c tee coiucnicnt for out Bonouiablc Maslcih' intcicst fo to do ^ 

I’ubli-hed 22nd Deecmliei 1720 a piochiniation that the Bank isiioii' 
elected on the conditions on -uliicli it is cstahlibhcd.* 

Cuuit to Bombay, 20tli Maich ITII' You did i\ ell the ."Otli 
Bccembci in appointing* a committee to (‘xaminc into the Bank debts 
.and the Fuiriciency of the siveial seeiiiities, as sums aic said to hate 
been lent upon jicisonal bonds, and as the liou'-cs and oaits mortgaged 
foi many jean, maj' bo decayed We expect that on the committee 
making a leport effectual caic was taken to juevent oui Fiifleiing in 
any instance whatsoetci “ 

Bomb.av Got erament Consult.ition, 2Clli Octohei 17*11’ Bepoit oE 
the Bank debts and seeuntics made by Mc'-sis John Moiley Geoige 
Dudlc)' and John !Mumo, dated Bombay 26tli Oetobei 17-11*. Ye 
being Fome time ago appointed a committee to ex.imine into the state 
of the Bank debts and Fccmitics, h.no nn.ivoid.ibly been pi c\ anted 
luthcito Eioni making any icpoit of oui ciiriuiiy thcieiii'and lajing the 
Famebofoio youi Ilonoui as nc ircie Milling to h.avc the fullest 
and best infoimatiou lelating theieto as could he possibly obtained. 
Ill 01 del that Mc might bo tlioioughly Fatis/ied Mhetlier the Fceui ities 
giicn foi money boiioned fiom the Bank nie.at pio«cnt ie.'>lly sufli- 
cient 01 not, as most of the debts due aie of a long standing and the 
i.iluc of the houses and landed e.st.ates moitgageilof couise gieatl.v 
diminished, m'O diiocted the engincei and icicadoics of Bombay .and 
Alilliini to m.akc a tioio and as exact a v.ituahon as they could of the 
seveial lioiises oaits and batty gioiinds titnatcd Mitlnn their lespective 
districts 'lliat they mtcio not able to finish this laluation till the 
rams m’oic oyoi is the chief reason that mc could not complete this 
pininiiy eoonei But they having at length finished it and delivcied 
then valuation of the m hole, lie Tieioiiith Lay the Fame befoic your 
Ilonoui for your notice and ob'eiv.ation Wc liaic likeinse caupcd 
the legisteiF of the Mayoi's comt to be Fciiitiniited that iie might 
knoiv Mliethci anj' of the Bank Fccuiities iveie moitgaged to other 
]iei=ons befoie then boiioning mono}' fiom the Company. But upon 
the stiictest ex.aramation ive have not found above one inst.ance of its being 
done and thci efoic M'e have rceommciidcd the debt to be i ecovcicd or fresh 
Fceuiity giien as yoiii Honoiii may esteem pi opei And that yoiii 
Ilonoui may have at once a clear vioiv of the Fta^ of the Bank debt® and 
secuiitics, iVo now picscnt j-^our Honour iiith a full and as exact an 
account theieof as m’C c.an possibly collect to this time, M-heiem the 


* Ijom Go* Con«ultation 23Ui .Tnl^ 1720, Pnli Hiarj 1 ol 1720. 118. Forrest 's 
nn.nr.S.riL'i,ir .SI ' I’nl) r)iiir\ 1 of 1720, 1S7 

' C'o'irt ti> llomli'iv 20th llnrcli 1741 l>ir,*i 72, I’uli lien Court’s Letters Tol .S of 
1712-1751,72 
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namos of the borroworSj date'? of bonds \v]icther morlgaiyP' or feimido, 
tliG sums boiiowod, Avhat at picsent is oulstaiidiiiw, -(lie nature of the 
pecurities, idicro situated, their pie'-ent value, sufTieiency or insudieiency 
llieroof, aie particulailv speeilied with sucli lemavkb theicoii as we 
esteem proper and to wliieli wo loquest you will please to be icferieil 
Upon a, view of tins state j'our lloiiour Avill observe that -some of 
the del)ts aie of twenty yeais standiiiff, and many of them above ton 
whereby the securities given aie greatly lessened in their value, and 
seveial of the oavts and batty grounds pledged laue been sold or other- 
wso alienated, bj' ivhich mo.xns the Company may be pul to great 
tioublo aijd eharge before they oan be reimbursed what they have lent 
theieon Therefore lest the Hank should suffer by their continuing 
any longer in tins state, we humbly apiirehend that all such bonds 
ought to be paid off inthout delay To prevent any such practice 
in future, we beg leave to recommend that all inoitgage and simple 
bonds ho jiaid off and cancelled once in five years at fuithest And 
that, before any nionei' be issued fiom the Bank, fiesh secuiities bo 
given and a new valuation made of the estate and the ou nei"’s title be 
fully examined. 

It has hitheilo been customary to lend uiion houses and oarts and 
batty giounds iieai the full value of uhat they haxo been esteemed bv 
the vereadoies and other proper .ludges to be worth. But as the iisk of 
lending upon houses IS much gi eater tlian upon a landed estate which 
is not subject to so many casualties as house propoity, and besides if the 
debt IS outstanding soma years, as hath hitherto been the case, the houses 
will b'* subject to decay aud at length be icdiiced to a small value. We 
theiefoio tiiko the liberty to iccomraend that in time to conic only 
ono-half of the value of anj' Iioufcs offered to bemoitg.Tgcd he lent 
thereon and not above two-thirds or tin eo-fourths of the value of any 
oavts or batty grounds Tins luecautioii xvith the leiiew.d of such 
mortg.igea.ud sccuiity evoiyfive years as above pi oposed will effectu- 
ally prevent all insutiicieiit securities. Notwithstanding this valuation 
when the money is lent w’c think it would he projier to have the 
oarts houses aud hatty grounds inspected by piopor persons every two 
01 throe years at fuithest. 

Diiniig the com sc of this enquirj'- we find that several persons who 
Ii ive borrowed money aie dead, nor have their hens discharged the 
bonds since th-nr decease This wo humbly appi'chend ought to he 
t.aken caie of m future In every such case the heir should be 
obliged upon tlie death of his ancestor either to discharge the bond or 
icnew it in Ins own name and give Ruch secmity as the managcis of 
the Bank shall j’udge proper. 

It ajipeais to us that several small sums under Rs 200 have from 
tunc to time been lent to necessitous persons upon trifling securities 
many of winch are still outstanding, though they have been of a long 
datej and as we are mfoimed, it is mth some difficulty and trouble 
that the interest can bo recoveicd. AVe tliercforo think proper to 
recommend to your Honour that all pums under Rs 200 ho fortinvith 
collected, and that no sura under that amount he hereafter lent to any 
poison whatsoever. 
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TIk’ whole .iniount of the Bank dchts now out^tandino; is Es 1 , 00 ,S 1 3 , 
whciPofEs 12 , 9(10 1=. upon pcisonal ‘•ccuiity, lately bon owedj n Inch 
belli" on in" by people of undoubted cicdit .and besides two oi moie 
jiei sons belli" bound jointly and sepaiately in most of the bonds, we 
esteem the money secure, and tbeiefoie your Honour m.vy eithei 
continue it in theii hands or leeovcr it as 3*011 think most proper. 

llupji Dhau]! bouowcd Rs, 1000 , the 17 th Auspast 1721 , -nithout 
nni' secunti* or poison luniiid foi him in the bond, and as no part of 
this debt has as let (I?!!) been dischaigcd, we think it ought to be 
p.nd oft diTectl3', or another person joined with him in a now bond, or 
such Eceuiiti' giyen for it as 3*0111 llononi shall think lit.* 

Bomlia3* Go^ eminent Consultation, 11 th Deccmlier 171:1 • Tlie 
icjiorl of Messis JIoile3*, Dndlci*, and ^Inmo of the state of the Bank 
debts and sceuiitics is now considcied As it is neeossai3' that that 
jiait of the Ilonoui.ablc Compan3*’s estate should be iindci «omc legula- 
tions, the Boaid uiianimoush' agiee that all moitgagcand simple bonds 
of abore ftyc ycais outstandin" be icncwed 01 called in, and that hcie- 
aflei onh* half then yaliie be lent on houses and two-thiids of then 
value on oaits and batti' giounds That the moitgiigcs be duly 
inspected evci}* tvvo 3'cais or oftenor if necesEai3’, and a new valuation 
made thcieoii ; and, in case of the death of the buiioucis, thcii bonds 
be p.aid ofE or reneued b}* their heirs uith ]iiopei sccunt3*. That 
the amounts of .all bonds under Es 200 1« immediatcl3' called in, 
and though the pi aeticc of lending upon good pcisonal 6ecurit3’ ma3' 
be continued no less .sum than Rs L’OO to be lent heicaftei Oidcicd 
th.at the above legukation lie copied, and tliat, uith the papers 
dolivcicd in b3* the committee, the3’ be lodged with the assistant 
manager of the Bank - 

Bombay Goicinment Consultation, £lth 3103* 17*18 ■ As the Bank 
moue3* b3* the jiicsent piacticc of letting it out on bonds continuall}’- 
icncwablc, though the Fceuiitiesbo good, mai* get into pailicul.ai hands 
and theieb}* not answer the ciiculating of it in ti.ade tor uhicli it uas 
mtciidcd, it isthciefoie resolved that all bonds of llie 3*001 s standing be 
instanth' paid off and that llie like method be obseived in futiue * 

Bomb.15’ Government Consultation Slst Juli* 17 .i 0 * Read a 
petition fiom 12 Fazandihs of 3 Inhim lepiesenting th.atthci* have 
lioiiDWcd nioiici* of the Bank to the amount of Rs 6250 foi &ecinit3' of 
which their estates aic moitgagcd, and tlut the3' icgulaily paid 
Intel cst foi the same 01015’ six months andaie leadi* to do so in future ; 
but that the asbist.int to the manageis of the Bank haimg demanded 
the inincipal as iiell .is inteicst, the5' were not able at piesent to comply 
theiciiith and tbeiefoie lequestthe space of foui months to pa3’ it m. 
Upon this it Is oliscived tlrat foi some 3*eais it has been a stniding 
rule to demand the principal of all monc3*s boi lowed of the Bank 
iihetlici upon moitgage 01 sim^ilc bond sceuiitics once in 6103*01115, by 


' Viili "niSTj 17 ot 1744,310-322 
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•Jcl. the lupeo, wo are 
lai go fciiniB unless by 
Tins, exclusive o£ its 
think we 


aic 


such means to prevent as much as possible its fund from being absorbed 
ill dead secuiities, and that the Dauk may alwaj'-s have a sufficienc}' in it 
to answer the purposes for which it was established However as it is 
considered that all trade is entiiely stagnated during the lains and that 
thcie 16 a seal city of money at this time upon the island, lesolved 
that they be indulged with three months time to clear their respective 
debts of which the Secrctaiy is diicctcd to acquaint the assistant to 
the managers of the Banlc.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26th October 1770 : Letter fiom 
Mr. "W. Taylcr to the President, 7tli October 1770 The very gieat 
distiess our Ilonouiable Masters as well as this Piesidcney in geneial 
labour undei for want of a flowing cash or some geneial currency, has 
become an object of seiious consider.ation. Tins is especially the case as 
we have been disa.ppointed of the icsourccs the Picsidcnt expected to 
have had it in Ins power to have furnished us with. As appealed from 
what passed at our last Consul t.ation, except the very inadequate 
sum that may he paid into the treasury at 2s. ’ 

not to flatter ourselves with the hojjes of any 
raising the excliangc to Company's seivants. 
being hut a tempomry remedy, I can by no means 
authorized at piesent to do. I theiefore beg leave to piopose foi your 
consideration the followiugmodes for frusli.ating the gicat inconveniences 
we must otliei wise become liable to, which, besides lemedj’iiig the 
evil, •« ill be attended with veiy lucrative advantage to our Honour- 
able Eniployoi s In the fiist place if the debt due from tho treasury 
to the Bank was to be lepaicl not by specie (that being impossible) 
but by bills of the natuie of Bank notes, and lent to those who 
might apply on the present terms of secinity, it would be one 
certain mode of relief and yield to the Iloiiouiable Company a 
sure yearly profit of near Bs. 72,000. These bills might bo from 
Bs. 40 in value each or less to Bs. 400 or more as might be judged 
most convenient. Secondly, if the Bank was to be opened for the 
receipt of all private moneys on the teims of allowing an interest 
of 6 per cent on all sums to be lent out again on an interest of 
9 per cent (sufficient sccuiity given), the agio of 3 per cent would 
be clear profit to our Honourable Emploj'ers. I presume few who 
live under tho Company’s protection would not picfer to lodge 
their foi tunes in tho Company’s Bank to placing them in the hands 
of piivate shrotts whose piactico is to receive money in this 
manner from which they reap great advantages. To obviate any 
objections that may bo made from apprehension of the Bank 
being overrun by too large demands upon it, this addition to the 
currency of the place and the general utility of the measure will 
prevent any such risk. Private persons never can and the 
Company's servants it is to be hoped never would make any such 
attempt. On the contrary they would support tho Bank to the 
utmost and have it much in their power to do so. However for 
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convenience sake a certain number of days of giaee miijlifc he 
limited in the conditions foi drawing out the sums deposited, or 
a pieatei or lessor niimhei of days m pioportionto the sums. No 
bad consequences I conceive can ensue iiom these pioposals huiiig 
earned into cvecutioiij foi as long as the Honouiahle Comp.inj’s 
ciedit lasts, the hills will have then v.ahdiby The great case they 
implj' in tiaii'-acting husincss and the security they gi\c to pii\ate 
poisons must be too obvious to neeil e'cpatiating on. 'J'lie pecuniuiy 
advantages to our Honoinable Bmploi'ers aie ccitain. Above all 
in futiiie .snj' occasion of exposing then cinci gencies, as lias lately 
been most scandalously the case, will ho aioideil For ccit.nnly 
a inoio poisonous stab cannot he given to then cicilit than lef using 
at the tieasuij' to Ininstoi then hills Uiidei the new pioposal 
whenever tlicio is llowing cash the bills if thought necessaiy cun 
at any time he called in ^ 

On icceipt of the .above letter the Boaid observe Upon this 
oecasion Mi. Taylei deliveis the above letter, pioposnig as a mode 
of easing the place in point of cuiiency the issuing of hills tiom 
the Bank on loans upon the picsent seeuiiiy Tins being duly con- 
sideicd woAio ot opinion that though it will not hoof any im- 
incdiato rernodj' to the present voiy gicat scaicitj’ of specie it will 
ho attended with gi*eat futuie convenience to the ti.ide of the 
island, exclusive oi the vciy gieat advantage oui lloiioinahlo 
Musters will derive fiom the niteiesb aiising theieon KesolveJ 
thciefore that this pioposal of lli Tayler ho caiued into c.xecu- 
tion and that notes be immediately piopaied to the amount of the 
debt duo fiom the treasuiy to the Bank being with inteiest about 
Es 8,00,000 The notes to be ii om Es 40 to Es 1000 each signctl 
ly the Managers of the Bank and sealed with the Ilououiublu 
Company’s seal" 

Bombay Government Consultation, llth Novemboi 1770: The 
Pjcsident acquamts the Boaid that in conieisation with Mi Eobcit 
Blachfoid, the peisoii lately come out by pei mission of the Ilonouiahic 
Companj' to settle the Late Mi. Spencei’s aflaii-s, on the subject of the 
proposed plan for hank notes, Mr Blachfoid stiteil he had been biod up 
in the banking buMiicss andrvas dcsiious of giving some hints foi the 
improvement of the liank note scheme This the Piesident peimitted. 
and now laj> the same befoie the Board, nhich with the Icttei fiom 
Ml T.iylcr on the same subject is lefeiicd to the coiisiilciation of the 
commiltcc of accoiiuts 

Mr. Blaclifoid^s Hints -The Company owe the Bank 8 liiklis to 
dischaigc iiliich notes shall ho delivcicd out fioin Es lUUO to E« SO. 
That the notes shall heai an inteic'.t of 6 j>or cent to commence fiom 
Iheir date, which mil be the day they weio lent on loan oi by money 
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paid into the Bank. That as much iiouhle will aiisc in paying notes 
that have been taken out but a da}’- or two, it is to be recommended that 
no inteie&t shall be calculated on any note or notes except they be of ten 
days standing 'J'his will iiieveut peisons fiom lodging money over- 
night and drawing it out the nest morning for the sake of the day^s 
interest That a poison boriowing money of the Bank shall be under 
the ueces'.ity of taking notes to encourage the circulation by which he 
can lie a loser -only of the dilleienee between 6 and 9 per cent for ten 
days, as all notes will be then payable at the Bank on pajunent being 
demanded with intoicst thereon for the ten days as well as for any 
time ovei and above. That the Bank wriU not lend the said notes 
under 9 jior cent. That it will be neeessarj' at tbe first setting out 
with the pio])osod plan that the treasmy should assist the Bank w ith one- 
thud of tJ hildis in siieeie and that the tieasui}’’ letam in their hands notes 
to the said amount to be leturned when the specie is icpaid. This specie 
w'lll bo absolutely nccc-csaiy although it may not be used. For, should any 
note appear for payment at the ex 2 iiration of ten days and not be dis- 
charged, the credit of the Bank will then be stoiiped and no iierson 
will leceive again as current that which ho cannot dc])cnd on wdien he 
may stand in ni ed of liis money That the Bank will certainly clear 
3 pel cent upon the notes taken out, supposing them to remain in the 
hands of individuals ever soshoit a time; for as the capital of the Bank 
should not bo dunini‘'lied but by money being lent for the service of 
liade, there never should be less in then power to lend than the S lakhs 
w'liich was (heir piineiiial stock before Idle Compaii}’- wnre so much 
indebted. The notes being jiayable in ten days and bearing interest for 
tliat tune, wdll get the better of the shroffs as they w’onld not find it 
answ'or to take money for so short a time Even supposing they 
should, the Bank wnll coitainly have the piefeience moic especially 
when the intcicst given is equal. The form ot the notes should be as 
ncai iho'-e of the Bank of England as possible particularly m this pait, — 
For the Governor and Company of the Bank ol England, Otlierwuse wns 
any accident to happen to the Company, e\eiy gentleman of the Coun- 
cil m whose de 2 ).aitment it may be to sign the notes, wull in law be 
ausw’crabic equal to his gi anting a note of hand on account of his 
own juivate coueein. But if they sign — For the Couit of Dircctois 
of tlie United East India Company — then the Company alone aie liable 
and the gentlemen of the Council into w'hose caie the management of 
the Bank is enti listed, w ill be safe. The Bank should be opened with 
notes agieeable to the following numbcis for eachhildi, namely : 


Jscilpo Value 

10 oE Bs. luOO 

cadi 

lotal Aniniint 
... 10,000 

24 

„ 500 

If 

12,000 

24 

„ 300 

91 

7200 

lOO 

„ 200 

99 

20,000 

200 

„ 100 

99 

2(1,000 

400 

„ 50 

99 

20,000 

olO 

9 , 20 

99 

10,800 

1298 



1,00,000 


That after the Bank has been some time established, the mauagcis 
will be able to judge for what notes tlicie appeals ihe greatest demand. 
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When tliat if. ascei tamed, notes for ■n-hich tlicie has been no call, sliall 
be dcstioycd and to their amount othcis shall lie signed -n-lnch may 
appeal to be most n'anted. That nhenevor small notes begin to ciicii- 
late, the Bank mil find a gieat adrantage, as the diffeient poisons m 
ivhose hands they may be, mil think 6 poi cent a vciygood intciest on 
money M'hieh they can at anytime command. Consequently two-thiids 
of tlie small notes mil in all hkehhood icmain out, if ire aio to foimany 
.iudgment fiom those delii cied f lom the Bank of England That notes 
being curient and the inteiest on them accumulating cveiy day at sis 
pei cent mil in a shoit lime pci haps can 3’ a picmium mtli them, as the 
Tndia bonds do in England , because the Bank intending to issue no 
moie than 8 laldis cannot aftei the dehvci}' to that amount (except for 
notes bi ought m for pa3Tnent) giant an}"^ moie mthout enlaiging the 
pie=ent pioposcd plan Fire pei cent can be got in England on vciy 
good peisonal secuiiti', 4^ on moitgagc, and 4 jiei cent m the funds. 
Yet India bonds, because the mone}' may be commanded at an)' time, 
carii'a premium, although tlio)' onl)' beai an interest of .3 pei cent. 
B)' this ire ma)' judge that 14 poi cent or 2 pei cent is no object foi 
a poison who is unceitam how long he will be able to lend out lus 
mono)-, and that the diffeicnce of inteicst is not to be put in competi- 
tion mth the satisfaction of knowing that the money is not only safe 
but lead)' Tliat it mil bo absolutely necessary thcio should be some 
limitation logaiding what may be lent any one peison OOiei wise a veiy 
few may engage the 8 Idkhs, in which casotlic thoiough ciiculalion mil 
stop and the Bank so newly established on tlie piindple pioposed will not 
bo able to go on at least mth so httle specie as one-thiid of the capital 
Therefore no one person should be lent more than Rs 8000 at one 
time, and the B.xuk to judge should any second application be made. 
That the Bank w'ouid find a very great advantage by opening 
accounts current, allowing thereon an interest of 5 per cent, as 
then all pei sons will be enabled to loceive interest for eveiy rupee 
foi which they have no immediate occasion, .and be at libcity to 
diaw on the Dank ■whenever they maystand in need of the irliole 01 
any part of the money This will be a check on any peison's own 
books and w'ill prevent Pin roes from making use of 01 embezzling 
any large sums of money as the ow-ner will then have occasion but 
foi a trifling sum to dofiay petty expenses ^ 

Bombay Goremment Consultation, 16th January 1771 : Repoit 
from the Committee of Accounts to the President and Council, dated 
1.5th .Tanuaiy 1771. Met to take into considci.ation a letter fiom 
Mr. William Taylei proposmg a mode for casing the place in point of 
ciuiency by issuing bills from the Bank together w ith some hints 
from Ml. Robert Blachfoid on the same subject, refoired to us by the 
Boaifl the 15th instant (November 1770), also the undermentioned 
books and accounts leferred under the following dates. Hiiving 
pel used Mr. Robert Blachford’s icmaiks lefei red to us by the Boaid 
we are of opinion what he proposes is veiy proper, and that wlion- 
ever our treasui'y mil admit of our lepaying to the Bank two or three 
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Idkhs of rupee?, the same may be carried into execution, and may bo 
attended with great advantages to the trade of the island. But Mr. 
Blachfoi-d not being immediately in the Company’s employ, wo arc 
apprehensive that referring such a point to him may not meet with the 
Qononrable Company’s approbation; and even if it was at pioscnt 
practicable, we would recommend that the plan be carried into execu- 
tion upon a smaller scale. In order to enable the Board the more 
speedily to cairy the same into execution we would propose that 
if procurable, two Itlkhs of rupees bo borrowed for a twelve-month 
certain at nine per cent and that all persons who borrow any sums 
from the Bank, either in monej’^ or notes, shall execute bonds for the 
same at nine per cent and a term for six months* certain, with the 
same security ns heretofore practised on all loans taken from the 
Bank. On any sums paid before the expiration of the six months 
ill part discharge of such bonds, no payments to be less than 
Bs 500, only an inb'rest of six per cent to be allowed, and the 
sums to be lent to each respective person to be left to the discretion 
of the Managers. We propose that the notes be printed in sections 
agreeable to the foim herewith presented with the Company’s mark 
in the margin, to be cut through the middle with an instrument 
made for that puipo^ie, liy which one half will remain on the 
Company’s section and the other half on the notes ; each note to be 
also signed bjf^ the Managers of the Bank. It appeals to us that it 
will be also necessary to have an office for the Bank in the Castle 
with an additional Assistant as Cashier and a Shroff and a Puivoe 
for Ins assistance. We would .also recommend that deposits may 
be received to bear an interest of six per cent, provided they are 
not repaid within ten day.s, and each deposit not to be less than 
Rs. 1000.^ 

Read (IGth January 1771) the above report from the Committee 
of Accounts on the subject of the pioposcd notes to bo issued from 
the Bank, but as the present gre.at scarcity of money renders it 
- impossible to carry the same into immediate execution, it is agreed 
to defer it till a future opportunity," 

The following extracts show that long after the foundation of 
the Bank the Company continued to lend money lo native 
merchants : 

Consultation, 13th December 1731 : Ambaidds Takiilds requests a 
bian out of the Company’s treasury o£ Rs. 50,000, lie and Ldldlis 
offering to give their joint and separate bonds for the same at three 
qnartcis iicr cent per month interest, which is agreed to.” 

Bomb.ay Government Consultation, lOtli February 1735 : Navroji 
Rustamji and Rnvaji Dharamset requesting a loan of Rs. 1,70,000 
on tlieii’ joint bond for the term of three months .at the rate of three 
quarters per cent per month, and as we have no immediate occasion 
for the money, and that our complying will bo an additional' 
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advantage to tlio Honourable Company by increasing theii customs, 
the same is agreed to ^ 

Sluvaji Dbaiauisct requesting a loan of Rs 70,000 for thiee months 
at inteiest, it is agreed to comply tlierewitb, as it will be a gam to 
oui Honouiable Masters of so much interest and an encoui.igenient 
to the tiaile of the Island ” 

Bombay Government Consultation, 3rd Februaiy 1738 ■ The 
President dcsiies the consent of the Board for his boirowing out of 
the tieasui}' the sum of Rs 30,000 for a month’s time at interest, 
which is agreed to ® 

Bombai’ Government Consultation, 29th July 1760 : Letter from 
the Collector to the President, 29th Jul}' 1700. Agreeable to your 
order signified to me by the Secictaiy, I have rlulj' received hom 
the New Fortihcation Pa 3 'ma*'tcr the sum of Rs 630-1-39 being onc- 
fouith part the value of Jivanset Padamset’s house pulled down in 
the 3 ’oai 1757 The same is dulj' bi ought to his credit in account 
u ith the Honourable Compan}* Regarding the produce of his oaits, 
thej’ having been for some j'cais past managed b}' llio Hnuoui.ablc 
Companj’’s inspector, it appears bj' accounts in the Collector’s oflice 
that then real value or produce is hardly at present Rs 200 a j’car 
This was chiefly owing to Jthe bad state tbej' were in before the 
Honourable Company took thorn into their own liand.s, and this 
with care might still be impioved. Two men RilnAbhdi Vithoji and 
Hirilji Madanji now ofier Rs 800 a year for the said oaits valued 
bj’ the vereadores, provided thej’ can have them for nine j'enis 
It j'our Honour approve it, the same inoj” be rented to them, 
and the produce paid annuallj’ against his debt to the Honourable 
Company'. Another small oar t at Malum is allotted ioi JiAansct 
Padamset in truck for that part of Ins oait cut clown foi making 
the foi tificd line to Back B.iy With this he pui poses subsisting 
himself and tamily The result must depend solelj’ upon his own 
industry, as the cbaiges on the ."iaid oait are in fact more [at 
present) than the produce amounts to ‘ 

A Consultation, 29th July 17C0. Read the above letter from the 
Collector setting foith that he lias been ollcied Rs 300 a j’car 
for the oaits belonging to Jivanset Padamset, prosidcd thej' aie let 
for the term ot nine years. On this the Collector is oulered to 
make the best agiecment in his power .about the said oarts that 
the produce maj- he applied towards discliaiging Jivanset’s debt to 
our Honourable Masters ® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 7th A 2 pril 1776 The letter fiom 
the Governor General and Council nas dated the Sth .Tanuarv m uluch 
they acquainted us it was not in theu power to fiimisli us with lenut- 
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lances to paj’’ off onr bond debt, and observed that oven if they could 
spate so large a sum the loss the Company would sustain by the, 
exchange and by so considerable a diminution of the curient siiecie of 
those Provinces would piobablj' equal the single advantage we should 
deiive flora the annual saving of so much intoiest. They were of 
opinion however thcie wcie other means more regular and moieeasyby 
which the same end might be in a great degiee attained, and which 
they lecommcnded bn the strength of their own experience, namely to 
open our treasury for the receipt of all new loans, which might be ten- 
deied at five per cent, and to appropriate the amount subsenbed to pay 
off the old delit, or if this measure should fail at Bombaj' they were of 
ojiimon it might bo accomiilished by lenuttanccs from that Presidency 
made by individuals, as the large pajunents wlueh had been made of 
their bonded debt had left large sums in the hands of the oiiginal 
propiictors which they could have no better means of employing.^ 

Two days later the Board obscive : The above expedient pioposcd by 
the Govemor Gcncial and Council for lessening our bond debt is totally 
impracticable at this Presidency, but if any money should be remitted 
f 10111 thence by private persons at the interest they mention we will 
ivilhngly receive it. At the same time we must remark that although 
our tieasurj' has been so long open for the receipt of money at nine iier 
cent, none has been remitted fiom Bengal even for that advantageous 
interest.® 

Bombay Govemment Consultation, 29th July 1778 : A list of the 
Bond Cl editors is now laid before us agreeable to order whereby we 
obseive on the 1 st of May when the accounts w’ere last closed, it 
amounted to Bs. 27,92,370-3-87. Ordered that the list be entered 
after this Consultation for the notice of the Honourable Company wdio 
will obscive that few individuals at the other Presidencies appear 
tlierem As the debt due fiom the treasury to the Bank now amounts 
to a very large sum and appears annually to mcioase by the accumu- 
lation of interest, the Honourable Comjiany must be desired to give 
us their diieetions whetlier to fix it at a certain sum or to wnitc it off 
altogether and establish a new- Bank whenever the state of our finances 
will permit ® 

The following extracts relate to the w’ages of unskilled labour in 
Bombay : 

Bombay letter to Iklr. Brabourn, 17tli September 1696 : We gladly 
hear that you arc so well provided with materials for building and 
do not question but that the Honourable Lieutenant General and 
Council at ]\Iadias will do theii' utmost to supply you with workmen. 
We hope they will be able to do the same witii coolies for w'e esteem it 
iraiio'cihle for ii'? to supply coolies Smee tlie war on the island not 
one-half the necessary number has been available To obtain even 
what W’e have has lieen a heavy cost to tlie Honourable Company, they 
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JioiHg a people so nocc«aiy foi the good of Uie island and the increase 
of the Company’s icvcnuc’ 

Court to Bomliay, 2lPt Fcbiuaiy 1717 : Remember to lalco into 
your pailiculai caic the soil of TColis on Bonilwy which by the 
constitution of the island aie accounted a kind of slaics to us Wo told 
you how uEcfiil tlicy' aie And youi Icttci of the 2Jth Fehniary takes 
notice of them that they may' be made ucefnl^ and that the boy’s wcic 
oideicd to be put out to several handicrnffc trades Adijscns ycaily 
what seiWcc they do u** We imdei‘-tand they' aic moie to Ixs depend- 
ed on as to fidelity' ingenuity' and labouiiousncss than any other If 
so you may’ encourage them wlicn iicccs'.ary by advancing then pay of 
foiu Xciaphins a month We find y'on have made .an adiancc m the 
ease of othci.' lahouiciE As to tlieii giiimbhng hceausc tliey' Lave so 
small wages when they' can cam half a Xeiaphm a day, considci them 
a sort of slaves, and tlicn y on have an answer nhy they’ should woik 
cheaper for us than foi others ® 

Bombay Goiemmont to the Collector of the rent, 30th Jamiary' 
1740 : Oidoicd tliat the Kolis’ wages allowed by the Company' be 
incicascd to a half lupec a montli c.acli man.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 6tli October 1767 ’ We 
(committee of accounts) observe of the diifercnt account disbnreemcnts 
now befoie us, that the \rages of lahoureis in the icspechvc offices aie 
conridcrably higher than they were some y'eare ago 'J'lns incicasc wns 
at fiist occasioned by' the gical demand foi labouicis on account of tlic 
new fortifications duiing tho late French wai. But as the number 
of norkmcn now employed on this service is greatly' dccicasod, we bog 
‘ leave to iccommeud to the Board’s considciation "nhethei the wages of 
the iahouiuia lu gcncial might not be considciably loweied, wluub tho 
pre.scnt plenty and cheapness of rice induces us to think might be 
easdy effected.* 

Bomliay’ Government Consultation, IStli Octoliei 1767 We approve 
the above rcmaik upon the Ingh piice of laboui And as neither that 
nor the latc of hamalage Las for some y'cais been loguhited it is 
agreed to appoint a committee foi tins purpose to consist of Sfesns. 
Boddam, Joivis, and Mosty’n, taking the Engineei to their assistance ® 

Report from the Committee to the Piesident and Governor, 13th Febin- 
aiy 1768, In consequence of y'om Honour’s older of tlio 1 3 th October last 
(176 / ) foi legulating the pay' of labouicis and rates of hamalage, n c ba^ e 
duly’ considered the same and taken all possible mfcimation regaidmg 
them As to the fust we aie of opinion that twelve pee a day' or 63 le^ 
for nine houis foi an able-bodied labourer and less in piopoi lion atnccablc 
to their ago and strength, wdl be fully sufficient and that none but 
oveiseois should be paid moie either on the Honourable Company-’s 


'Soc. Oat..L B Cof 1604-1096, 30. 


, Boralwy 21st Fch 1717 iwra 75, Comp ofStindmgOrJ.Vol. lotlTlO- 
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* Bom Gov Consultation Otli Oct. 1707, Tub Diary 19 ot 1707, 54S 
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■works only oi by in’ivatc poisons (the oilier side people only excepted), 
and even not those unless it be impossible to get them -without an 
advanced late. As to the hamalage we now enclose your Honour 
two different lists of lates thereof, numbers 1 and 2 , the fiist being 
what we deem a reasonable and sufficient allowance and the latter 
being the viuMdanis of the hamah* proposals, less than which they 
rejnesent they cannot engage for. We therefore leave it to your Honour 
to approve whichever of the two you may judge most proper ; ^ 

List No. 1. Hates of hamalage proposed bj'’ the Committee : On 
all weigiiable goods whether stajiles in bags or other packages from 
the Bandar Pier to the Company's bandar warehouse 1 1 annas the Surat 
man, and to the adjacent houses as far as the Governor’s and in a 
line 'there'n’ith 1 pice the Smnt man; to the bazar and distant parts 
of tire English houses near the Eamparts lA pice the Surat mail ; 
from the custom house to the parts of the bazdr adjacent 1 pice the 
Surat man, and to the distant parts of the bazar or English houses 
1 i iriec the Surat man." 


From the Pier Head to the Comiianj'^s Bandar Warehouse : 

ricc. 

A leaguor of liquor ... ... ... 1(> 

buff ... ... ... ... 13 

Apipo ... ... ... ... 0 

Ahogaliead ..^ ... ... ... C 

A le.'igiier to tiro adjacent liouBcs as far as the Gover- 
nor's ... ... ... ... 4S 

A butt do. ... 30 

A pipe do. ... 27 

\ hogshead do. ... 18 

A leaguer to the bciZiir and dist.rnt ptVils ... 72 

A butt do. ... ... 54 

A pipe do ... ... 40 

A hogshead do. ... ... 27 


Weighing and storage as allowed in the Coinpany’s 
Weighing charges each : 

Bombay lhandi 

B.rlc of goods, sucli as silk or ailk or cotton piece goods, 
if airried by 4 h.imdls 
If c.nriod by one on his h.ick ... 

Cotton to any warehouse within the line of the church 
, Cotton to any w.aiehouBe at or without the oldM.indvi 
Piece goods m dicsts, 15 to 20 preo each ... 

Chests of hquoiB ... 

1)0 to tire parts near the B<imparts 


warehouses. 

PlCC. 

10 

20 

10 

10 

15 

20 

30 

40 


List No. 2. Hamals' prices for their hamalage on sundry goods 
for bringing from the water side to the warehouses in town, weighing 
and caiTjong fi’om the warehouses to the water side" : 


One bale of cotton, bringing from the Frcrhead 
to the ■warehouses of Mr. England, Mr. 

Hunter, Lav]i, Apollo Gate, Church Gate, n® <ir « 
or any other WiardiouBcs ... ... 0 0 50 

One bale of cotton from the Pier head to the 

ha/dr ... 0 0 76 


» Pub. Diary oO of 17GS. 1C9 - 170. » Pub. Diary 50 of 17C8, 170 ■ 171. 

* Pub. Diary 60 of 17C8, 171. 
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(]r, rs 

One lialc of cotton from any \raiehnii&e to scic^v 0 0 5i) 

Do iiom ^ciew Louse to tlio Pici 

Lead .. . .. ..0 0 25 

One Icagiiei of .urack from tlic Pici Lead to 

•iiiy 'ir.iTuhnnsc .. ... .300 

Ono piiio of madcira from tLe Pier Le.id to anj- 

tvatcLimse from 3 qm to ... ... 1 0 0 

One Logshead of Lquor from tlio Pier hc.id to 

•xny tv.ueL'ui'e .. . . . 0 1 50 

One dicst of Lquor &om the Pier Le.vl to any 

ii.ucLoiiso ... ... 0 2 0 

One IJiandi of any goncU from the Piei he.id to 

any tfiUeLoUhC and iteigLmq ..010 

One c.inistei of sugar horn the Pier Lead to .my 

warehouse aiid stcigLuig . .. 0 0 50 

One Lirgc h.de of Bengal piece goods from the 

l’ierLeadto.inyn.iTeLoii5c with 12L.im, 11s 12 0 

One large L.de of Bengal piece goods fioin the 

Picrlic.id tu.iny sr.iiuliousc witliS Laiii.lls 0 3 0 

Ono small hale of Bcng.d picee goods from tlio 

Piei lieadtoanyw.ucLousewithdli.'im.'flb 0 10 

One Lag of .1 .imims ir gram from the waterside 

to the iMandvi . .. .. 0 0 25 

Company's goods, non copper and lead, fur 
Liingiug from the waterside lo the waio- 
L<iU!>e,3U res for bringing and 20 for tt eigli- 
ing a Uiawli .. ... 0 0 40 

Ooinp.iny’s ono bale of cloth for Lringmg to 

the warehouse ... ... ... 0 0 10 

One hale of O.tmbay Surat pieco goods for 

bringing to the naicLonse . . 0 0 20 

Ono Iwle of Oanibay Surat piece poods for 
c.sTr}ii]g to the Pier Lead from, the n.iTe' 

Louse . .. 0 0 20 

One Land of gnnjionder from the Powder 

Louse to the Fort Magazino .. ..0 0 15 

Ono liTgo bale of piece goods fiom iLe Pier 

head to any waieLou.se 0 0 50 

One large bag of gram to out tlic g.'itu of LLludi i 

ni custom house 0 0 50 

One b.ile of euiton fiom the waterside to the 

uusbim Louse ... .00 SO 

One Lslc of cotton from the custom Louse to 

any w.ireliouse . ... .. 0 0 50 

One tiian of any goods from custom Loii°e to 

shopkeepers in the bazdr ... .005 

One canister of Migai from the Pier head to 

the custom Louse ... 0 10 

One ca&k of redlead from the Pier Lead to the 

custom Louse . . . .10 0 


Bombay Govemmont Consailtahon, Z6th robruaiy 17GS • Eeperitsed 
the lepoifc fiom the committee appointed to regulate the pnee of 
lahoui and hamalagc, wheiein they fix the foimei at 12 pice a day 
or 63 res foi 9 houis foi eveij' ahlc-bothcd lahonier and lesb m jiio- 
poiiion to the age and sliengUi o£ otheis. They hkcwiso enclose two 
lists of the rates of hamalage, one framed hy them and the other by 
hamdls, tlie foimci of winch is appioved , but as Mr .Teivifc, one of the 
committee, now expiesses a fcai that the hamdls mil not be satisfied 
therewiUi, ho and Mi. Bylcy (who is ^ apiiomtcd m the room of 
Ml Boddam) aie oidcied to take the opimons of the piincipal and 
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most disinterested meicliants thereon in order as much as jjoswble to 
pievent any inteiiuption to the tiadc of the place. The rate of labour 
IS appioved and the necessary oiders to be issued to the sevcial oiliccs 
to observe the samc.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 12th Pebmary 1788 : As the 
regulatious submitted to us by the Chief of Thdna, lelative to the hire 
of bigdris in Sdlsette, appear conducive to prevent the inhabitants 
lieing oppiessed, ue readily give them our sanction and they must be 
enfoiced accordingly ® 

The following extracts relate to the slave tiade chieflj' until 
Madagascar : 

Bombay to Suiat, 17th Pebmary 1677 : Please to order whether 
the Companj^'s thiee slaves shall be sent to Si. Helena in the Bantam 
ship.® 

Bombay to St. Helena, 19th Maich 1077; Having icceived older 
from the Honourable Piesident and Counal in Suiat to send such slaves 
of the Honourable Company as we have heic, to their Island of Si. 
Helena, these aie to advise you that we have put on board the ship 
Peisia Machani four men slaA’Cs, and heie enclosed send you the 
Captain’s receipt of them that there may be no demur when you make 
demand of them.^ 

Court to Suiat, 13th Maich 1683 : His Majesty hath required 
of us to send to India to provide for him there one male and two 
female blacks. They must be dwarfs of the least .size that you 
can procure ; the male to be about 17 years of ago and the female 
about 14. Next to their litilcne.s.s w'e would have you to choose 
such as maj’^ have the best fcatuies, and to send them home upon 
any of our ships, giving the Commander great charge to take 
caic of their accoiiimodatioii, and in paiticular of the female that 
she be in no way abused in the voj’age by any of the seamen. For 
their provision and clothes you mu.st take care to lay it in, and 
let them be set out with .such ear and nose rings and shackles for 
ornament about their legs (of false stones and brass but not with 
gold) as is usual to weai in the countl 3 ^ But let them not be worn 
bj' them in the voyage, but scut to us apart.® 

Bombay to St Helena, 18th January 1087 • This serve.s to 
accompany the Kani, who has on board four black men which we 
send ior the use of oui Right Honourable Masters as appears by 
the enclosed receipt under the Cajitain’s hand.® 
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1 Boni. Gov. Consultation 2Gtli Fob 1708, fiib. Diary 50 of 1768, 108 
- Born. Gov Consultation 12fcli Feb 17S8, Pub, Dmiy 03 of 1788, 133. Comp, of 
Staniling Old. Vol 2 of 17.')0-1788, 181 

* Bombay to Siir.al 17 111 Fub 1077, fccc. Out. L. B. -1 of 1077-1087, 10. Foirest'a 
Home Senes, 1. 124 

* Boinbav to St. Helena 19th M.-irdi 1077, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1077 • 1087, 23. 
Foiiost’s Home SericR, 1. 137. 

® Court to .Sui.at 13th Maicb 1083, Pub. Dep. Couit’s Lcttera Vol. 1 of 1081- 1085 42 
e Bom. to St Helena 18th Jan. I(i87, Sec. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677-1087, 51. 
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Bombay Government Consultation, 27th August 1736. A report 
is laid before the Board of the Cotiicea received by the Uanington 
-os follows : 

hicn ... ... ... .. dG 

Large boys ... ' ... . . 17 

IVonieti and gills . ... .. 73 

Cbildicn not yet fit foi eei vice .. .SO 

Total ... Ifii 

And the President proposing to the consideiation of the Boaid 
in what mannei to employ them, it is judged that the men will be 
most serviceable on board the vessels as maiiners, the huge boj's to 
he put into the mai me yai d and there bred up as cai pentoi s caulkci s 
and sawyens, and the women and girls to be emiiloyed as bigdris 
01 labouicrs upon the Honouinble Conipanj-'s woiks This is 
accoidmgly resolved on; and the childicn as they giosv up, to ho 
employe*! as abovcmcntioned *■ 

Letter from Dr. David Drummond to tbe President and Council, 
1st September 1736 Having had the caie of 165 sLives from the 
Island of Madaga-scar to this place, I humbly hope your Honouis 
will allow mo such a gratuity as to you shall seem proper ~ 

Bomliay Government Consultation, 3rd September 1736: Dr. 
David Diummond of the Haiungton icquestvng to bo allowed a 
gratuity for his caio of .the slaves brought on that ship from 
Madagascar, it is agreed to refer the same to the Honourable 
Company ® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 21st October 1736 Pursuant 
to the Honourable Company’s oidcis in the IStli paiagiapliof their 
letter of 5th December 1735, directed that ten of the slaves bo sent 
on the JDi/n/i for St. Helena, namely 5 women 3 boys and 2 gills, 
all the men being cmploj'cd on booid oui ci ui'-ei s ‘ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 5th Januaiy 1737 : Oideied 
that 6 ■women ami ‘1 boys of the Coflices bo sent to St Helena on 
each ship (the men being all out on boaid the cruiaci's) ; and that 
the usual supply of giain and airack he sent them,'’’ 

Letter from Mcssis J, Jtontgomeiy and R Sliutei to Bombay 
Government, dated Bombay 16th January 1737 : As we conceive 
it to he your Honour’s ple.asuie to send on each of our ships .ionic 
slaves tor the seiwicc of St. Helena (whereof sis aic to he women), 
we beg leave to represent the inconveniences that n c appi ehend 
will occui fiom such your icsolution : (1) We have no conveniences 
on board for the accommodation of such people, bung fjuito full 
between decks and then mixing with the ship's company, especially 
the ■women (who wc camiot contrive how to keep separate), will 


* Bom. Gov, Consultation 27Ui Ang 173C, Tub. Diarv 9 of 1736, 30B. 
Pub, Diary 0 of 1730, 312 

® Dom. Gov. Consultation 3id Sept 17.10, Pub Diary 0 of 17.10, 30S 
■♦Bom. Gov Consultation Gist Oct 173G, Tub Diary D of 1710, It'.l 
® Bom. Gov. Consultation 5lh Jan 1737, Pub, Dwry 10 of 1731,-17, 2 
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occasion such irregularities as may in all likelihood put us under 
the greatest difficulties both with regard to health and good 
discipline. (2) Should our passage round the Cape prove otherwise 
than favouiahle, the ill accommodation we arc able to give these 
people might possibly subject them to that common evil the scurvy 
which complicated with what we have above represented, might 
infect in a most fatal manner both our ships’ cicws, the consequence 
of which your Honours arc sufficient judges of. Whcrcfoic wo 
humbly pi ay your Honours will for the above reasons wait .some 
other opportunity for remitting the above slaves and thereby 
prevent the mischiefs which on the contraiy seem to present.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 20th November 1738: Our 
Honourablo Masters having been pleased to direct a number of 
slaves may be sent annually for the supply of their island of 
St. Helena j Ordei od that 3 men o women and 4 children be now 
sent, and a fuither number on the Niassan when she sails." 

Bombaj' Government Consultation, 2nd April 1739 : Taking into 
consideration our Honourable Masteis' oideis concerning the division 
of the OolTrec slaves to be sent to Madras in equal proportions between 
our two settlements, the President lemarks that our greatand e\ idciit 
want of men in our present situation had induced him to give 
01 dels for the disciplining the small number icmaining of the 
males, being no more than 42, and making them serviceable in 
the military in which they have arrived at such expertness in the 
use of firearms that thej’ were much preferable to the topasses 
■who are dwindled and dccaj’-cd, so that few aic left fit for service. 
That in the way they arc now employed they arc too necessary to 
pait with. And as we apprehend our necessities will justify to 
our Honourable Itlastei.s our detaining them, it is agreed that ivc 
send on this ship only the supernumerary women to the number ol 
29 with their children, and that older be given accordingly.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 22nd Ma}' 1741 The 
President mentions that the inhabitants frequently disposing of 
tlnur slaves to others who are of a difierent caste or sect, creates 
great uneasiness and trouble, and repeated applications aic made 
to him on the .suliject fiom 'the Mardthas That in oidcr 
efiuctually to remove any matter of complaint in future, a publica- 
tion be issued absolutely foibidding undei a penalty of Its. 100 
any whoih.socver to sell or buy a .slave but from or to one ivho is 
of the same caste and religion To this the Board agrees, and 
ordcr.s a publication to be fiamed to the above tenour ‘ 

Publication bj' Older of the Honourable Stephen Law, Piosidcnt 
and Governor of Boinbaj’’, 3rd June 1741 • Whereas expciienco 
hath shown the custom which hitherto prevailed on this Island of 
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persons Buying and selling slaves from or to whomsoever withont 
any rcgaid to their caste or religion of the persons so purchasing 
or selling, has been attended with great inconveniences and 
frequently occasions disputes and troubles to the Government of 
this island, the said President and Governor by and with the advice 
and consent of his Council doth heiebj’ order and diicct that from 
and after publication heieof no slave either male or female be 
bought or sold to any person but such u lio are of the same caste 
and religion both witli respect to the seller and puichasei. Any 
person who shall presume to act contraiy to this older, shall he 
subject to a fine of Bs 100 for everj’ slave so bought or sold, 
and the slave to be letumed on the seller’s hands. To the end 
that no peifcon may plead ignorance, the said President and 
Govemoi hath caused these presents to he published by heat of 
drum and afhxed in the usual places. Given in Bombay Castle 
this 3id da 3 - of June in the year of our Lord 1741 ^ 

Bombaj* Government Consultation, 10th September 1741 . Tho 
land paymaster reports he has leceiveJ fioin our Honourable 
Masters’ ship Onslow 19 slaves brought fiom Madagascar, nanielj* 
14 men 2 boj’s and 3 women. Consideiing how to employ the men 
most for our Honourable Mastexs’ adx ant.ige, we cannot at the sarac 
time help reiiu-vrkxng that fiom the expcx-ieixce of thosj ahcailj' 
hero they axe but of little service and the inaintenauce of them far 
exceeds the expense of paj’-totho othci common laboui cl's. Whctlier 
fiom the change of climate or what other cause we cannot saj\ the 
^fadagascar slaves do not appear of a constitution xobust enough to 
heal ail}” laborious noik adequate to the charge' inclined^ We 
axe of opinion the only method will bo to employ them in the 
inihtarj’. _ The Paj'inaster is theiefoxc dixected to fxxinish those 
noxv leceived as well as the otheis on the place, with proper 
nccoutiements, and the oiBceis ai'e enjoined to I’cnder them expel t 
in the use of drearms." 

Bombaj' Government Consultation, 21st Januaiy 1713 As the 
Madagascar slaves axe of no uiauner of use heie and axe expensive 
to tlie Honouiahle Company, the Board arc of opinion that it ivili 
be best to send them down the coast on these slups to be cmploj'cd 
on Dhnimapatan, whcic they will be of sex vice in planting and 
cultivating the land which xx ill hear the expense of them , and can 
be emploj’ed ns soldieis on anj* occasion '' 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th April 174S . Several 
robberies as xvell as some cruel murders hax'ing been lately coin- 
uxitted in XX hicli tliere are stxong suspicions tliough no pi'oof of 
coffiee slax'cs being concerned, it is considexed on this occasion that 
persons being possessed of slaves, xxho, there is gi*eat icnson to 
oeliex'e, have not means sulEcicnt to support such their slax'cs in an 


> See. Out. I, B 8 of 1738-1741. 

®Boni Gov. Consoltatmn 10th fcept 1741, Tub Pinry 11 of 1740.41, .1X2. 
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Materials.] 


AND ISLAND. 259 


honest livelihood, must he productive of many ills to- the peace and 
■welfare of his Maje.sty’s subjects on this island ; Resolved there- 
fore a publication he issued requiring all manner of persons of 
what religion or degree soever to evlubit unto the Collector of tlie 
revenues on or before the 28th instant (April 1748) nn attested list 
of what slaves they are possessed of, whether lualc or female, 
.specifying their names ages and native country and provided after 
the expiration of the time abovementioned any person shall be 
found possessed of any slave not inserted in the list abovementioned 
and which ^yere .such persons* pi operty at or before the time of 
this publication, it is fuitlier resolved that such slave or slaves 
shall be forfeited to the Honourable Company, and the informer 
by whose means the same shall be duly proved shall have a reward 
of Rs. 10 for cveiy .slave so forfeited, to bo paid,by the owner of 
such .slave. Directed therefore tliat a publication be accordingly 
made and affixed in the usual places.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 8th May 3748: Mr. Dorril 
lays before the Board a list of .slaves belonging to different people 
on this island, which has been taken by him conformable to our 
publication noticed in our Consultation of the 19th ultimo (April 
1748), which is ordered to lay upon the table for our coming to 
some resolution thereon.® 

Court to Bombay, 25th October 1752 : We are fully satisfied 
that Madagascar coffrees will bo of great service to us in many 
respects at our Presidency of Bombay especially they will make 
good soldiers, as the President and Council of Port Saint George 
have assured us that their behaviour in the field is equal to the 
Europeans, and that they are as much dreaded by the floors In 
order therefore to supply ynu >vith a number of them, we now 
despatch our own ship the Siaalloiv, burthen 180 tons. Captain 
John Bell Commander, to Madagascar, and have directed Captain 
Bell and Mr. John Cleugh, or the commander and chief mate for 
the time being, to proceed to St. Augustin’s Bay and then to such 
other ports or place.s upon the said island where they have reason 
to hope for success, there to purchase 800 slaves and as many more 
as can be convenientlj' stowed in the Swalloiv, if to be procured in 
the time limited in their instructions ; two-tliirds of which are to> 
be able bodied men and ■well giown boys. 

You will observe by our said agents’ instructions, a copy of which- 
is now forwarded to you, that we have agreed to allow them the 
following commissions or rewards, namely to Captain John Bell 
20s. a head for so many as slrnll be delivered to you alive, and in 
like manner Gs. 8d. a head unto Mr. John Cleugh, which you are 
hereby directed to paj*- them accordingly. But if Captain Bell or, 
Mr. Cleugh shall die before the business at IMadagascar is fully' 
completed, in such cases we have reserved the distribution of the 
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rlcccased's comiTiL'.sion in such inannci and among such peisons ns 
■\ve shall judge equitable, and thcrefoie you must ivait for oui 
oidcis for the distnbufcion thcicof. 

You will likewise obseive by the said insfci actions that wc have 
agreed to allow to our said agents five shillings a head for so many 
slaves as they shall assist the hi agon with, which you are t<j pay 
to them accoidinglj’ upon then pioducingpiopei ceitificatcsthciool 
uiidei the hands ot the Bi agon's agents, .suhjeet nevertheless to tile 
above icstrictions in case oi the death of Captain Bell or Mi Clough 

If you find the smgeon has taken a proper caio of the slai es, 
you aie hcieby dii acted to pay him five shillings a hendfoi so many 
as shall be delivei ed alive. 

Although our piincipal view in sending you Madagascar cotTiccs 
IS to have them seiviecablc in the mihtaiy and the niaiinc, j'et uc 
shall leave it to j'oui piudence to emploj* them m such inamicr and 
in such places as may best contiibutc to the Company’s inteicst 

You nie to treat oui sln\ es humnnelj' , and although thoj* are 
to be looked on ns our sole piopeity, yet they uie to have all fitting 
and proper encouragement that they inaj' cheerfullj’- peifoim then 
duty in whatever station yon shall think piopci to einploj' them 

That we may have the greatest benefit tiom the sen ice ol 
oiu slaves, you are hereby directed to appoint a coniinittcc to 
consider of the pioporest measures for rcntleiing them most useful 
to us, as hkcwise to icgulatc their habitation, diet, and clothing, 
in such a manner as may best contiibutc to their health and miiku 
then servitude ens}' to them. What oeciiis to us ns necessary on 
this occasion is that they be lodged together in a coni cnient place 
or places, under the paiticular inspection oi some tiiisty pm son or 
pei.'-oiis to be appointed foi that pui pose ; that the soldieiy and 
otheis has c ns little inteicoui so with them as possible to ])i event 
thcii being debauched by them, that their diet and clothing bo 
.iscci tained, which is to he lea'-onable and fully suilicient ioi them ; 
that the slaves he acquainted with the pniticulnis of their .said diet 
.ind clothing ; tlmt iJ tlieyaic not duly supplied therewith, they 
may, ou complaining to you, have justice done them , that they be 
attcndeil, when sick, liy oui .surgeons with ns much caie ns the 
soldieiy. These hints arc to be observed by the committee ns 
instiuttions foi foimiiig proper regulations which w hen methodi/cd 
anil improved, and whatever else shall appear necess.aiy is added, 
they arc to report the whole to j'ou, that j’ou maybe enabled to 
fix upon and cause to be carried into execution such rules and 
regulations as j'ou shall judge will best auswer oui intentions, .and 
wc particularly reconimcud it our President to .sec them encctually 
executed ^ 

Bombay Govemment Consultation, 23id-2-lth Julj' 1753 The 
Ilonoui.'ihle Company having iccoinmended some points to oui con- 

’ Is r«iiilisj 23lhOa 1752innw 1-S, riili. Dlii Cmul’" Lillcr Vol lot 
1752- 17.‘il,, „y-ll 
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siiloralion and in a more particular manner to the President in 
rcg.xid to the slaves expected by the Swallote, he proposes for^ the 
piescnt that JEessrs. Sewell, Syininons, and Hodges be a committee 
for ovei seeing them, and having drawn out some regulations, ho 
recommends them to their considciation.^ 

Letter from ]\tr. Price Secretary, to Messrs, John Sewell 
Si'inmons and Hodges, dated Ijoinbay 27th July 1753 You being 
appointed a committee for framing icgulations lor the better gov- 
ci nnient of the Madagascar .slaves, herewith j^ou will i-cccivc copy of 
the 8th paragraph of letter of 25th October 1752 of the Honourable 
Couit of Dii ectois- relating thereto, to which the President has added 
the following wliich he recommends to your serious consideration : 
111 legaid to their cinplo}’, he proposes that 100 of the ablc.st bodied 
iiiPii bo stationed in the train of ai tillery. I’he remainder of the 
men to be equally divided among tho military and niaiino. Tho 
hoys to be put under the caio of tho master attendant for their being 
trained up carpenteis caulkers and smith.s, of which the island is 
in much want Tho women and girls to irick oakum or do any 
other seivice that may be requiicd. The cofirees at present on the 
island to the number of about 30 to be incorporated with the rest 
excepting the men who from a habit of idleness having for some 
time past been under no order or contiolmcnt, may the easier 
debauch tho new comers. It is proposed that they be immediately 
employed in the cruizers. In regard to thcii habitation, it will bo 
neccssniy that some commodious one be pitched on which is left 
to the disci etion of the committee , but as the Swallow is shortly 
expected, the house forniorly built for the weavers may for the 
present bullice Their diet and clothing. A particular regard to 
the diet of the slaves to preserve their health .and thcieby render 
them more lit for effectual scivicc being c.ssentially necessary, a 
sober judicious poison .should have the caie of inspecting their 
provisions to prevent any abuses in their quality that so the .slaves 
iiaving no cause of complaint, their servitude maj’’ become eas 3 ^ 
A sober humane man to bo in the natuic of a guardian to the slaves, 
having his liaijitation near them to prevent any irregularities. 
Tlieir food to be good khichadi and fish five days in tho week and 
two days lle.sh provisions ; each man to liavc one rupee and each 
woman half rupee for purchasing tobacco hotel and other triUcs; 
and that some of the waste giound near the powder mill be allotted 
foi inising greens for themselves. Tho slaves in the train to have 
two pair of dangri drawers and two Banian shirts every six mouths 
and a cap and uniform perpet coat every year. Those in tho 
military the same. Those in tho cruizers, linen tho same and a 
broadcloth coat and cap once a year. The hoys to havo two hluo 
dangri Banian shirts and two pair drawers twice a year ; and as they 
arc to bo under the master attendant and m.ay occasionally he 
employed on private work, he is .to he accountable for their pay, 
which will in some measure alleviate the Honourable Company of 
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tlicir chnigcs. The women to liavo four hingis and four bine band* 
kercbicfs everj’ year. Positive ordeis to bo given to tbc land and 
sea oQicci'S that llicy be ticatcd mtb the gioatcsthmnaiiitj', carefully 
instiuetcd in their respective piofessions, and on no account wliat- 
ever be made either servants or di-udgcs. These are intended as 
gcncial hints ; it is left to the Committee to add or (hininish as 
they may deem requisite.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, ISth September 1753 : Bead 
a letter liom Captain J. Clcugh requesting head-money on the 
slaves landed hero and delis cicd to the Dragon being 71 as per 
ccitificatcs pinduccd, signed by Captain Kent and Mr. ]Mic1iacl 
Morgal, which is oidcrcd to be paid." 

Bombay Government Consultation, 21st September 37.>3‘ Being 
di<4ippointcd in the number of slaves received b}' the the 

nhole number of men now on the Island being 33, rcsohed that 
they be cinjiloi'ed in the cruizcis, namely 1C on board the Pi ofeefor 
10 on board the Bombay giab and 10 on board the Gvntdian, nith 
stiict injunctions to the commanders to teach them their duty and 
treat them humanely , resolved likewise that the women and girls 
be employed in the powder house and the boys in the marine yard 
The small number of slaves received by this ship gi\ es us little 
encouiageinent for ictuining the Stiallow to hladngascai on the 
llonourablc Coinpan 3 ’*s account But ns from his late experience 
Captain Clcugh must bo the properest judge, he is called before the 
Boat d and his opinion being asked dcclaies thcic is ^cry little 
probabilit}* to hope for success, and then withdrew. This being 
taken into consideration together with the latitude given hj' the 
Honourable Company to employ her in any station we might judge 
most bcnclicinl foi their interest, and as we arc greatly distressed 
for want of the Guardiaii now at Gombioon, resolved that the 
Sicalloiu be despatched thither to relieve her ’ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 20th Julj' 1 756 : The Super- 
intendent reporting that the commanders ot the cruizers hare 
represented to him that they find it impracticable to make use of 
the Madagascar slaves wdio rvere received by Sirallow and destined to 
the marine agreeable to a resolution of Council the 31st September 
1733, since from their dislike to the sea they attempt to desert 
on every occasion, and the Superintendent recommending their 
being employed os labourers in the marine yard, it is agreed that 
they be ordered to that duty ^ 

Bombaj' Government Consultation, 24th June 1757 . The Super- 
intendent reports that the Madagascar slaves liar e lately commixed 
many great disorders and cannot be made useful in the manne, 
though they have been very much encouraged Ordered that he 
deliver them over to the new fortification paymaster, to be 


> Palj Diary 20 of 17.'i3, 237-239. 

SBom. Gov. Diarj 18th fcept 1763, PiiI'. Diiity 20 of 173.3, 318 

®T5om Gov. Consiilt.ition 21st kept 1753, Pub Dnrj 20 of 17.71, 324-325. 

* Bum Go\. Consnltatioo 20tli July 1750, Fab Dinry 29 of 1750, 2CS 
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confined to work in chains with lascar’s allowance only, till they 
do alter their behaviour.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 2nd August 1757 : The 
Superintendent alleges that the Madagascar slaves lately oidered 
on the works have given assurance o£ altering their behaviour 
and beg to be employed in sawing in the mai-ine yard. Agreed 
that as many of them be returned to him ns he may have occasion 
for.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 20th September 1757 : There 
being some male . slaves latelj' brought here by a vessel from 
Madagascar, ordered that they be purchased to bo sent to Madras 
by the first conveyance in consequence of the President and 
Council’s i-oquest.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 6th October 1757 : The 
Madras gentlemen advising that slaves are wanted at St. Helena 
and a vessel having brought some a few day.s since from Mada- 
gascar, i-csolved that we endeavour to purchase all the males to be 
sent thither.^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 19th October 1762; Ordered 
that public notice be affixed that wo will receive proposals on 
Tuesday the 26th instant (October 1762) fiom aiij' persons vho 
may be desuous oi contincling with the Ilonourabfc Company for 
slaves to be delivered cither at Fort Marlborough m Sumatra or 
this place.® 

Bomb.'iy GoA’ernment Consultation, 8th December 1762: In 
consequence of the notification issued for contracting for the cofiicc 
slaves for the use of Fort Marlborough, a proposal has been made 
to the President to contiact for 500 at the following rates and in - 
the following proportions, which being deemed reasonable and will 
we judge tuiii out cheaper to the Honourable Company tlian 
sending a vessel on purpose, is accepted and a contract ordered to 
be executed accoidingly, namely® : 

_ ‘ ni. 

For cveiy miui from 20 to 10 j e.ira of ngo ... „ 110 

„ woni.in of thu paiiie age foi eveiy one of winch 

Ihoic .aie to he five men . ... ... 80 

„ hoy fioin 14 to 20 }c<ais of age ... ... 75 

„ gnl of the Fame iigc for every one of which 

there ai e to be five hoys .. ... 50 

Bombay Government Oonsultation,4tb October 1 7G3 . Mr George, 
witli wliom wo last year contracted for slaves for the use of Fort 
Marlborough Presidency (that is Bencoolen on the south coast of 
Sumatra), not, being returned, and the season being far advanced, 
it IB agreed, im order as much as possible to obviate a disappointment 


'1 Bom. Gov. Coiihultatioii 24tli June 1757, Pnb. Diary 30 of 1737, 2.38 

* Bom Gov. Crnibultation Slid Aug. 1757, Pub. Diiuy 30 of 1767, 291. 

^ Bom. Gov. Ooiisultation 20th Sept. 1767, Pub. Dmiy 30 of 1757, 3.52 

* Bom. Gov. CoiisuHiition (Jtli Oct. 1757, Pub. Diaiy .10 of 1757, 376. ' 

' Bom. Gov. C'oiifiultation 10th Oct 1762, Pub. Diary 39 of 17G2, 597 

'■ Bom. Gov. Coiisultotioii 8 tli Dee. 1702, Pub. Diary 69 of 17CJ, 723 . 723 
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iu wliat the gentlemen at Fort ATarlboTongli iepre‘!cnt as so essciiti.'il 
to the ivelfaio of that place, to puichase the following slaves who 
hare been pidced out and oftbrcrl by the piopiictois at the unchn- 
mentioned pi ices which aie consiilci ably lo.ss than thoac wc h.ise 
engaged to give to Jfr. Park, namely^ . 
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Bombay to Conit, 25th March 1761, para 18 We have liefjnonflj’ 
advised youi Hononrsof onrieadniLSs to assist the PrcsKlency of Foi t 
Mailboiough, ■nhich in a Icttci from j'our seiv.aiits theic, ic^eiicd 
by the ship on winch wc last year freighted sundij' stoies, Ihey 
achnow ledge in very obliging terms. As thej’ have i epresented the 
gi cat importance ot then being furnished with colfiec sl.nes and as 
the poison with wdioin wc last j'cai contiactcd for 500 has not bcLii 
ahle to fulfil his engagements by his having been pi evented tliioiigh 
nnavoid.ihlc accidents touching at the several poits be intcndiul, wc 
on the '1th October (176.3) pnichnsed 78 men women and childion 
As the most certain way ot fuitlicr suppljung the Poit Marlbo- 
lough wants wc detei mined on the 5th Januaiy to fi eight a ship 
and send hei to the caist of Afiica and Mnclagascar with u jirojici 
assoi tment of goods for the purchase of slave.s, oui ci niseis being 
veij' impropci vessels foi this pin pose, as they cannot w ith an j 
convenience accommodate any number. Wc likewise issued 
public notice that w’c would pmehase any slaves which might olfcv 
upon the island and lequiicd all poisons wdio mierht liaie any 
vctsels to let to freight to dclivci in then proposals In consequenro 
of this the owner of the Xepftme gallej' teiideied hei for this 
seivice at the latc of Rs 2500 a month and Rs. 3000 a 
j’car piivilegc to the commander and ofliccis, he to be at all 
chaiges of w’ages, pioMsion, wear and tear ot the icsscl. winch, as 
no otliev oflers were made us, wc accepted alter hci being sui- 
veyed bj’ the Master Attemlunt and Alastei Binldei Khc is 
fitting out accordingly foi the voyage, having piocnn.d ji pii. pur 
assoitnienl of goods fiom Suiat to put on boaid of her , ami w’e 
hope will fully answer our intentions. Tlie boats iho Piesident 
ainl Council dcsiied to be limit foi them last 3 ’eai .aie now rejtlj- 
and w'lll shoith' pioceed, when such fuithcr assistance a.s in.iy be 
in oni power will bo alluidcd them • 

Comt to Bombay, S2nd Maich 3765. We appiovc of the 
step 3 'ou have taken fox piocuiing .slai cs on Madagascar and llic 


1 Einn. Goi, Consnltslinn 4tli Oct J7C", ThIj Di.irj 11 ii£ 17C", Cl.'i 
® rn'i> Dell lA'tlr'i to tlic Coftrt V«1 11 iif 1761, -’G-27 P.oin (Jie. Coii'iiltsfii ii of 
Clbt Fill. 1701, Full Dnrj 42 of 1764, 128, 
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coast, of Africa for Bencooleii whore they are much wanted.^ 

Coui t to Bomhaj', 12th IFarch 1760 . With regard to tlic slaves you 
sent to Bencoolen, we arc sony to observe they were invoiced so 
high as 150 dollars each. As that Presidcncj’’ has a sufficient 
supply for the present, you arc to send no more thither without our 
express leave.® 

Bombay Groverninent Consultation, 30th September 1706 . There 
being a number of coffrec slaves lately aiiivod, the custom master 
is ordered to purchase the women on the most reasonable terms he 
can to be sent to Fort Marlborough on tho Royal Admiral agreeable 
to the request of tho President and Council there.® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 20th October 1 707 : The 
Bombay custom master reports that he has purchased 38 coffrec 
women for Fort Mailborough, amounting to Bs. 2155.* 

Court to Bombay^ 22nd March 1766 : The method j'ou have 
fallen upon for training up slaves as caulkci s to go to Bencoolen, 
meets with our appro! lation.® We think it may be carried still 
further by having alwaj's a number in the yard at Bombay, as w(! 
undei stand the Superintendent is often in great want of them and 
in such case is obliged for that purpose to take away tho Mdzgaon 
coolies from (lut covenant servants "who arc employed by them n.s 
cooks and servants and often times very inconvenient to thorn 
po.rticularly the younger servants. This vrill be remedied by tho 
abovr regulation which wo recommend to you to put in practice ® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 24th February l7C7 : 3'akin" 
into consideiation that part of the Honourable Company’s cominand.s 
of the 22nd Jfarcli 176.j relative to tho purchase of slaves to breed up 
as caulkers in the marine yard instead of the Mdzgaon boys, the 
Collcctoi is 01 derc-d not to send any more of those boys into the 
marine yard, but to cause them to be bred up as cooks and servants 
in the nusiiner formerly practised. And that the marine service may 
not be distressed by this regulation, a sufficient number of boys 
mu.st be purchased by the custom master when any slaving vessels 
arrive, to be bred up as caulkers agreeable to the Honourable 
Company’s recommendation.’ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 26th June 1764- : Mr. Edward 
Chandler making a tender, by letter, of 14 stout coffrec slaves at 
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1 1703 para 12, the Bombay Government wtUo • "We 

ihaU afford e\oiy as<.ibt.TBca m our Town to hruig tho settlement of Fort jrailhoionrfi 
to tho perfection jou wi<.h. ior nhich purpose wo have purchased n number of collrco 
<»nTwi caipentors caulkers smiths and coopeis, and shall 

17 M *1'?? tlatkci “s opportamties offer. Pub Dep Letters to the Court Vol. 10 of 
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Us 150 each, oidcrcd they he inspected by the surgeons and shonld 
thej' piove fiee of anj' defect, it is agiecd to accept them ^ 

Bombay Government Consultation, 7th May 17G5 : The agents 
to the captors of Fort Augustus and Barce having made a tender 
of 25 cofiree slaves belonging to the captoia, it is agreed to 
purchase them on the Honourable Company’s account and the 
land paj’master is therefore ordered to settle then piice with the 
captors on the best terms he may be able ' 

Bombaj' Government Consultation, 1st November’ 17GS : The 
maiine pa}’mBstcr and superintendent lepresenting that they 
cannot procuie a sufficient number of coffree slaves for the use of 
the marine j*ard, they ore ordered to agree with the owners of any 
vessels bound to Maskat or the coast of Africa for whatever 
inimber they may ivant on the best terms they can ® 

Bombay Government Consultation, 21st January 1771 Public 
notices must immediately be issued for any persons desirous of 
furnishing the Honourable Coinpan}' nithSOO slaves to be delivered 
at Fort Marlborough, namely half males and halt females, nob 
younger than twelve nor older than tw'enty-five 3 'enrs , and such 
only as shall be landed alive to bo paid for j to deliver in then 
pioposals bj’ the 8th of next month (February 1771) at fur£h£%t.* 

Letter from Mr. John Watson to the President and Governor of 
Bombay, 1st February 1771; Confoinmble to j'onr publication for 
proposals to furnish slaves to be delivered at Fort Marlborough, I will 
cntci into a contr.ict to furnish them on the following terms . (1) To 
be paid 110 Spanish dollars a head for every* slave cleliveied at 
Fort Marlboiough between the age of 11 and 30, half of them 
males and half temalcs or nearly so , (2) 300 to he cleliveied ilierti 
in one year ti oin this date and the remaining 500 to bo delivered 
within two j'cars fiom tins date, (3) Bs 15,000 to be advanced on 
signing the contract ' 

Borabaj* Government Consultation, ISth Febiuary 1771 : Beper- 
used the pioposals deliv'eied in bj* Mr. Watson foi .supplying Foit 
Marlboiough with slaves As this is the only* offer made us in 
consequence of our publication and ns they icpicscnt then great 
want of slaves and it also appearing these proposals are reasonable 
il, is agreed the same bo accepted ® 

Court to Bombay, 1st April 1772 The contract you have entered 
into with Ml. Watson for supplying For b Muilbuiongh with 800 
slaves, meets with out approbation except the stipulation that 
there shonld be sm equal number’ of both sexes We tbeiofoie 
recommend it to you to procuie the numbci that shall not have 


I Bom Go\ CkmbuItationCCUi Jano 17C4, Pub Diary 42 o( 17G4, 381 
s Bom Gov. CiOTSultatwn 7th Moy 1763, Pub Dia-y 14 cC 17C3, 292 

' Bom Gov Consnltation IstNov, ITGS, Pab Duuy 51 of 17<<8, SSG. 

♦Bom Goi Consultation 2Ist Jan. 1771, Pub Diary 57 of 1771, 65 

* Pob Diary 37 of 1771, 111 ... 
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been delivered when you receive fchia letter in the proportion of two 
males to one female.^ 

CoUit to Bombay, 5th July 1780; Having given diicction to our 
servants on the west coast of Snmatra to send to Bombay on the 
Snow Elizabeth, a number of coffrees which were unnecessnry at 
the beforementioned settlement, Ave direct that the said colfrecs be 
emploj'ed under your Piesidency either in your militaiy or marino 
in such manner as you shall judge will best promote the Company’s 
interest. The snow likewise is to be detained for the services of 
your marine ® 

A population rc'turn of 1780 shows that of a total of 4-7,170 
people 4.3 1 were slaves. Of these slaves, 189 were in the Bombay 
district and 242 in the Mahim district, the population of these 
two districts being 33,444 in Bombaj' and 1 3,726 in Mdhim."’ 
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fMIAPTEll IV. 

FORTIFICATIONS AND BUILDINGS. 

Section 1 —Fortifications. 

Or llic foi lificatiuiis of Bomljay in 1 GGi, ivlien the Portuguof e allon cd 
j\Ir Cooko and liis men to laud on the i^Iand^ Baldicus fays • The 
liaibour of Bomb,a\ is furnished nitli a capital caetle tint can" piotect 
tbo anchorage ^ Fiyei (New Account, 6.") lias loft the following 
description m niton in Deecmlier 1G73 At firtt landing Coolcc and 
Ins men found a picttywell seated but ill foi tided liou=o, foin braos 
gnu*- licing the nliolc defence of the island except a few cliambeis 
(01 .‘bolt caimgclcfs cannon) housed in small tow cis in convenient 
])laees to *-coui the 2^1n1abai jnrateo About the bouse oi castle in 
Bombay ira® a delicate gaidcn said to be the pleasantest in India 
Bcfoic Fiyci icachcd Bombay (Decembei 1072) the sliady milks 
ol this gaiden had liccn opened to the sun and loaded with cannon, the 
boncis had hcen tinned to lamparts, Iho tiees looted out, and 
niasonij n alls had taken the place of gaiden fences Thc-e changes 
note the icsnlt of an oidci of the Conit dated ll308 that the castle 
fliould be enlaiged and stiengthcucd • 'IJiey \ioie elnelly caiiicd out 
by^fi Philip GyJIoid (1GC7-3G70) nhom F'lyei (Pitto, 65) dosciibcs 
a-< laising and in a inannci tini'-hing the ba'>tions, a noik nJucli 
n as still but bcgninins* by the lost Betnien 107J and 107" Mr. 
Anngiei so impioiod the foil that in the .-piing (Febnuij" 20) of 1G7-J 
linding l^onilttj’ foit as staikasthe deil the Dutch it tiealed to then 
boats without any booty "* 

In Ueccmbei 1673 niUiin the feu t n eic iroiintcd liH pieces of oiduaucu 
and in other stands 20 moic, Iic-idcs sixty tick! piccc^: in then carnages. 
To the foit belonged 3U0 Eugli'-hmcn and 100 Tojusscs or Poitugal 
intmon, 500^\cll aimed Militia iindci English Icadcis, "00 Bband.ms 
with chibs and othei weapons, and some thousands moio that could not Iks 
iclicd on if malleis came to a push In Dccembci 1G73 Fiyei found a, 
li ciich being dug out of the bard i cck i ound the castle to moat it ii ith the 
fca and lioiniioiks bcingdcMsed, a work, in Fijci’'e opinion, too costly 
evei to lx? c.iuicd out by the Comiiany and at tlie same time faulty 
since it should h.iie extended to a tank Mitlioiittlicpaiadc In anolhci 
l)a==age (New Account, 322) wiitten two jeais latei (3675) Fiyei 
lefois to ceitain nnnecessaiy appendices to the foit being pallisadoes 
in mud FO contrived that they iicic lalhei a means to take the foit 


• BalJxus’ Malabur and Coromaadi,! Co-ist Amstcidam, 1072, race 08 
- Bruce's Annals, U 226 

* Tlio Dutch commoiloic Kickloffe Van Goen besides the noil mnnnrd foit li.^d to 
face tlircp Bnglish and fit c allied French men-of-nar. Ho nitlidren and planned n 
drscent on Mabini but Aungier marched to H.'lhim.md lining the shoio with Jus 
Bliand.tns .ind other troops seemed too formid.ihlc to he meddled iwth. Orine'ir 
rin”iiicnts , diiderson’s English in IVcstciii India, ,19 
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than 'to defoiicl it, wliieli aftcrwavcls were all washed away by the 
laius.^ 

The earliest detected reference to the fortifications in the Bombay 
Eccords, IS in a Surat letter to Bombay of the 6tli April 1672. In this 
letter the Council write : We woie at first dissatisfied in your beginning 
to build the tiench about the fort in regard of the great charge it will 
put the Company unto and the hindrance it will set in the way of otlicr 
necessary works We would therefore have you desist from going on 
with the trench until the PiesidonVs coming down. The front curtain 
we indged. by what 3*011 wiite to have been defensible enough against 
the enemy. Thciefore seeing that wc are at peace with all and have 
no reason to fe.ir Shivap, we would liave 3'ou desist from raising it at 
pieseiit till the more uccessaiy works are finished.** 

A fortnight later, .ippaien^ in replj'-to a Bombay letter expressing 
satisfaction at tlie advance made towaids completing tlic fort, the 
Su].at Council write (23id April 1672) : What you advise coneerning 
the trench gives us satisfaction ; we agicc with 3*011 in hoping the 
Bie-sident at his ariival will approve of wlwit you have done thoicin. 
Wcaicglad to hear that the front emtain and uorth-e.ast bastion is 
in such a forw.aidness, and hope the next monsoon will go vciy near to 
complete the fort.® 

Tn 1672-73 the Piesident and Council of Surat informed the Court 
ihat Ml Aungier had gone to Bombay in May 1672, wheie his 
oxperienco and authonty weie emplo3'e(l m putting that island into a 
f-tate of defence against any attack which might be meditated bj* the 
Dutch or .any other enem3* ; that ho had strengthened the fortifications 
and by strict discipline prepared the troops for action ; that the iuliahit- 
auls were formed into a inilitia to act nnlli the gaiiison; that the 
iortilic.ations as oiigmally designed by Captain Smith were upon too 
nariow a scale for the defence of tbc island.* 

In 1671-75 in the island of Bombay tlie enlargement of the fortifi- 
e.ations had been postponed from' tlie want of money to dofni}' the 
charges Jiiid from the detection and jiunishment of a dangei-ous mutinv 
in Captain Shaxton’s conipan3’ of infantiy.® ^ 

In tlie following year, 1676, the Bombay Government boinff 
apprehensive of danger fiom the Portuguese, the Surat Council poimit 


'UEiS'a.Sy’SdSto'i roncrt;.n™os..i.,,i so. 

Fojpo.t '8 Home .S 510 .. 1. 03 ^ ^ V 1 oi 1G30- 1C7.3, as; 

(Honi. 'jou‘, liavcllci DolJo) 

>jln^h.thc i:«sli.h President conmoidy Lc^ aesSScc jJ’/.'' *' 
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them to build a hreast-work at Mdhim. The Surat Icttci of 7th 
Apnl Fays: We have already given you oiu diiechons uhich vre 
as^in confirm that seeing tlic monsoon is so far spent, ivc cannot tlihik' 
of Imilding any fort 01 bulnaiks at Miilnm; }'ct if you aic anywiiys 
appiehcuFiic of dangci fiom tlic Foitugncsc or othcis ^ou may build 
a stioug bicast-noik of toddy trees and dirt nhich ivill be of sufTicicnt 
foicclo withstand all their attempts.* 

During the next fcicn months the progress nith these noiks of 
defence seems to hate been somewhat slow. On the dthNovemlici 1676 
the Smut Council irntc to Bombay : For the advance of the 
Compan}'’6 intcicst and the gcnciul gain of the island we think good 
to iccommcnd you to Imtcn the kistion so fast as you can. IVc 
arc ashamed tliat work should he so long on baud. That it may be 
finished with all speed, except you have some woik to do to the 
ho<.pita1, new ould have you laj aside all work till the bastion be done.* 

About tins time' 0676} Colonel Bake, who Lad been engiucci in 
charge of the fortification works, ictumcd fiom England toBombar and 
went by laud to Smut. On the 14th November 1676 tlic Smut 
Council wntc' By the I/oip/< Colonel Herman Bake returns to his 
charge on the island. As the Honourable Company have been 
abundant kind to him w'C wonld have you be favourable and respectful 
unto liim and in building the fort give him all possible help you can He 
has desired us to dcfiur lus chaigc coming up hither by land. IVc 
Imc icfcrrcd him for th.it and some other requests unto you, and wonld 
have 3 ’ou pay him what you judge icasonable though it would Live been 
less cliaige had he come upon the ships For your better government 
we here enclose copies of clauses of the Company's letter touching him 
and Doctor WiLon whoiein you will find the Company have given the 
Colonel £100 salary and £50 gratuity. His dict-mone}’ we had some 
time in dispute. At length we determined that also should be allowed 
him with the pi or iso that, in ease the Honoumhlc Company shall not 
approve, ho must make the chaigc good to the Company here '■ 

Within Zl months Colonel Bake died at Bombay. On the 26tfa 
.Tanuaiy 1677 tlie Surat Council w’nte to BomLiy . We .aie sony 
for the de.ath of Colonel Bake We would now' hare the fortifications 
continued as they were in his absence bj' Mr. John Cooper * 

To meet the heavj' fortification charges special Lixes were found 
ncccssaiy. One foim of this taxation was the imposition of an 
additional customs duty. A Bombay letter to the Couit of 2Hh Januarj' 
1677 has the following ■ Captain Shaxton decc.'ised, farmed the one 
per cent custom for the foriweations, in which he pretended to hai'e 
received a considerable loss,® 


1 Butat Fact Oul Ii B 2 of ] 675-76, 108 FoiresL’s Home Senes, I. D1 
’ Snrnt to Boinltiy 1th Ifov 1676, fcaiat Fact. Out L B J of 1673 76, 210. 
Forrest’s Home Penes, I 108 

8 Sniat to Bomln} 14th Not 1676, Surat Faet. Out L E 2 of 1675-76, 251. 

•* Surat to ^mbay, dated Swnlly Marine 26th Jon 1677, .Purat Fact Out L B. 3 of 
1677-1700,8 

* Bomba} to Court 24th Jon. 1677> See, Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 1657, 13-14 
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In reporting to the Court the progress of tlie fort the Bombay Council 
on, the Zl'th January 1677 write i We are getting up our fourth and 
last and indeed our best bastion. It is veiy difficult being so far in 
the sea tliat wo can work on the foundation only at new moon spn'ngs 
and then hut two or three hours a day for four or five days. TVe 
have both sides pietty well up to liigli-water maik and next spring we 
hope to finish the foundation of all. After this we shall quickly run 
it up. Then we want only finishing the ditch and a ravelin with the 
two hoin woiksj if they shall he found necessary, which will malcc the 
fort one of the strongest in India.^ 

On the 21st October 1677 the Bombay Government wrote to 
Sm'at : IVe are putting our fort in the best posture of defence 
possible in case of any accident, fitting all our guns with shot and 
partridges, ready filling our granados, making 200 or 300 powder 
shots and stink pots, and getting all other necessaries in a readiness 
'that we may not be taken unprovided." 

In 1679-80 the Government of Bombay concluded th.at they could 
not promise that the revenues would improve while the island was so 
imminently exposed to the native powers. They thought it would not 
be prudent to discontinue the fortifications because the worloncn who 
had received wages under tliis head, having no other subsistence, would 
necessarily leave the island and the cultivation of the land ccasc.^ 

In spite of this provision of arms and ammunition the fort seems to 
have been by no means completed. In a letter to Bombay on the IStli 
August 1683 the Court write : We would have you with all manner 
of wift and good husbandry finish that bastion and trench which are 
not yet completed. We shall recommend it to our President and Council 
at Surat to order such ship or ships of ours that have been or shall be 
fieiglited to stay some time in the country to rido in Bombay road 
when they shall find the exigency of our affairs and your security to 
require it. Subsequently in their letter to Surat on the 7th April 1684 
the Court add : .Caic must be taken concermng the workmen employed 
in building or repairing that bastion.* 

In this same letter to Surat of the 7th April 1684 the Court 
direct the transfer of guns to Bombay. They write : Any of our 
guns not in use in Surat ma}' be sent to Bombay to be mounted as a 
further strength to our island.® 

In 1G85-SG the island of Bombay had not recovered from the effects of 
Captain Keigwin's lebellion (1 683-84) and measures for its improvement 
were rather on paper than in practice. The fortifications required repairs 
and additions and the garrison needed a supply of recruits to render it 
efficient that the island might become a centre for trade.® 
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' Bombay to Court 24th Jon 1677, See Out L B 4 of 1677- 1687, 10. 

- Bombay to Surat 21st Ocl 1C77, See. Out. L. B. 4 of 1677 - 1687, 59. Forrest's Homo 
Senes, I. Id9. ® Bince, II. 444. 

■« Pub. Dep. Court’s I ei.torF Vol. 1 of 1681 - 1685, 55, 82 
s Court to Surat 7th AprJ 1684, Pub. Dcp. Court’s L. Vol. 1 of 1681-1685, 86. 

* Bruce, II. .661. 
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I 

Tkoii^Ii llio fort fli Mdliim trns of little iiec it ‘nfl<^ siippo=vd the 
house there would nuke n {rood foi t nt n small cost. In 1 GSO on tlic Gth 
Soptembor, the Bomluy Deputy Govcinor and Council wntc to Sir 
Jolm Gajev, Gcneial and Prc-idcnt, Surat Since ^\c icceivcd join 
oidcis to pl.ice the Hutitet fiigatc liefoie MiUum to constrain nil 
vessels to pnj customs there, we luive been lound the islands A'cirelc 
CM’aili) and Malum, and do find .an absolute necesytj' foi the building: 
up of some foits or wateh-lionscs that nic fallen down and me afariin". 
'I'hc foit at ^Idlnm is not worth .a doit and the house is af-'illinq' down 
It IS concluded bj' all of us, with the adnee and assisUnce of Mi. 
John Butlci, that the house nt ^[alum is well situate and w,ll lie 
clic-ipor made into a fort or gaiiison than it can be icpaiicd as a house. 
"Wo would liavc had Mi John Coopci’s adiicc on this point but he is 
voi V ill .'iiid hath been ill for some time. ^Ve have thought of going on 
with the said woik and will find out .a waj- to defray the chaigc of 
it tVe hope j'oui Excellency will come and settle mattcis j-oursclf. 
Till your coming we take all tlio caic we can to secure the island and 
wull spend no more monej' in doing of it than needs must The ITvntcr 
IS gone to hci Ixnih before Malum with orders to enforce the customs 

The Deputj' Governoi Sir John lYybornc lias sent Lieutenant 
Jacob Barbor to command at Malum, ludging it a command ton big 
for a Serjeant, and a trust too great foi anj’ under the degree of a 
commission officer and ho a sober icsponsiblc man * 

At the close of the same j'car (1C80) the Bombay Government 
communicated to the Court the results of several sun CVS made on the 
island since Sir Jolm 'Wj'bonic .assumed the government of Bombay. 
In a Icttci, tlie 29th December 1686, thej' write • Since Sir John 
'Wybome'fa arrival to tlic Govcinment we have with gicat caic and 
diligence made several surveys about tlic island. TTc find roauj' tlungs 
Jugldj' neccs.sary to he done, and prmcipallj’ lliat some foits and ont- 
w’oiks must bo built before ivc c.an give anj’ repulse to au cnem3'’s 
landing upon us The draining of katty gionnd wall be of adianlagc 
when cfEcctcd but the cliarge of it will not in many j cars be defrayed. 
The main tlung to carry on w’liat we heie mention, is ticasiuc At 
present wo liave httle moic than will paj' the cost of the gatrison 
■charges. And to draw* on Surat factoiy, wo are lughly scn'-ible, will 
not at present neenmmodate us Tliat the pnncipal kashon .and cm Lain 
are sfall unfinished is really a pity. The reason voui H ononis well 
Itnow, which does not only hinder that good intent of building liarracks 
in the fort, but tho cfEccting manj’ other dcbigus laid down by your 
Honouri!.- 

The following Bombay oidcis from the General Sn John Gayer and 
Council to officers in charge of iMiihini and Sion forts in *1694-‘>.a 
show that these forts were placed under ensigns and scijeants In 


I Bombay to Surat GUi Sept 1686, See Out. Ii B 4 of 1677-1687, 16 Forieit's 
Homobenps, I 145-146. 

* Bombay to Court 29tb Dcp, 1836, Bet, Out. L, B,'4oF 157?- 1687, 10 - 43. Forrest’s 
Home Senes, 1. 148. 
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16P4> ail order, dated the Slid August, diiecls Lieut. James Ilanmer to 
jopair to Mtiliim and receive charge of the fort from Ensign Caddie. 
In 1095, the ] 7th January, an Older dii eels Ensign William Shaw to 
io]).air to Mdhim and receive charge of the foit theie from Mr. 
William Aislahie and follow such directions as Mr. Ai&labie had. In 
the same ye.ar Government is.sued similar orders : One dated llth 
Jsinuarv directing Serjeant Hocke to lepair to Sion to receive charge 
of that fort from Seijcant Shaw and to follow such oiders as Seijcaut 
Shaw had. And the other dated 8 th Fehruai}’’ direeting Sei leant 
William Swan to repair to Sion to icceive chaige of that post from 
Serjeant George Roclce and follow such oideisas Sei jeant Roclce had.* 

Towards the close of the 17th century the necessity of cieeting a 
strong fort at LllJlum occupied the attention of Govcinmcnt But, 
in consequence of the tioublcs at Surat, Sir John Gayer had to leave 
Bombay for Surat and the De 2 iuty Governor Mr. J. Burniston and 
Council at Bombay had therefore to foiward the MiShim foit scheme 
to Suiat In 17*00, the 28th Novembei, the Bombay lett 3 r says; 
Heiemlh wo remit wh.at letters avc have hithei to received in 3 'our 
Excellcncj'^s absence, as likewise Captain Staee 5 r’s oiiinion of the fort 
at ]\l!lhim, unth a scheme and calculation of what the charges may 
amount to,® 

After w.aiting for a month, on the 28th December the Bombay 
Council again write to Sur.at : When 3 '’our Excellcnc 3 ’ shall think fit 
to send 3 our 01 dors for Mdhimfort, a due ie.si)cct and regard shall bo 
h.ad thoicto.® 

Between December 1700 and August 1701 oiders on the Mdhim fort 
.scheme weic received and the work was Ixigun. On the 2 nd August 
1701 the Bomba}' Government issue the folloiviug order to Lieute- 
nant Shaw at 5rahim ; B 3 '' the be.aier heieof Mr. Chr. Boone wo 
send 3 ’ou Xciajihins 200 (about Rs. 145) to dcfia 3 '’ charges on account 
‘ of the designed new fort. You must keep an exact account how, when, 
and to whom 3 'ou dispose thereof. Y’ou must also send for half the 
Gentu and other soldiers (Euiopcaiis and Toiiasscs excepted) fiom 
Y>^arli and othei places under 3 'our direction to bung stones and other 
materials for the use of the said designed fort. On Monda 3 ’' next 
we design to send 3 ’ou fiom hence lialf of our Gentu and other soldieis 
from Mdzgaon for the same intent ; and also two stone cutters. The 
two boats 3 '’ou aie to keep constantly emplo 3 ’od. Notivithstanding 
the laecars are down here, we sup]iosc some of the forementioned 
soldiers can carry the stones from Darv 3 'e (Dhiiravi) to Mtlhim and 
back again as well as lascais * 

On the 8 th August 1701 Govenimcnt issue the follonung orders to 
Lieutenant fShaw : Hbrewith comes a list of the Gentu soldiers wo 
send fiom -lienee to work upon the designed new foit. All of them ^'ou 
are to keep constantl 3 ' employed. As soon as the reins are over, they 


» Bcc Out. L P 5 o£ ICOl-lfiOG, G, 30, 31, 31 'Sec Out. L. B. 7 of 1609.1702, 3. 
’ Spc. Out L. B 7 of 1690-1702, 12 

* Bom. Gov Oidoi to U. Sliaw, 2ml Anif. 1701, Ppc Out L, B. 7 of 1699.1702,03. 
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Follle mill yon. Yon must allow llicm IkiIE a hMnn ami 
five fhrrs toliicco ciciy inontli ‘ 

To pircuic malcrul*. for the new fort .at Mjilnin, on the 26th An^iict 
Ijiciitcnant Shaw icceucd the following order' ■ Let j'onr people 
begin to pull (lonn all the old waichoiiFes Ijeloniriiig to the Bight 
Honounddo Coinji.iny .at M.^hini except th.it of uliicli you Fpulfc to 
C.apt.iiii St.acey ; let this st.and till i\e oider the contrary.* 

The 1701 lecorde contain oidert. for the transfer of oflicpi-? and men 
fiom one fort to another, issued nndei the sijrnatnics of the Deimty 
Governor and the memlien. of Council or tkat of the Sccret.aiv hv 
ordei An oidoi to Licuteimnl IVilliam Sh.aw d.ited "rd .Tuly inns' 
The lie-sieii- licieof, a Scije,ant, ‘ix linglish and six Top.ass soldiers, 
wo tend to reside in M aili Fort. If lou think am of I'oiii men aie 
more fit foi that charge than some of tlie?o, jou are to exchange ®o 
many as jou f-hall indge ncecss.ny. Tli.it being done, Fond them .iway 
to 111 aril foilhinth with the l>est instiuelioiis you can give them foi 
the liottor defence of the pl.icc. For your own licttci goicinmcnt 
that gainson is to he undci yowi direction and yon aic upon all 
occasions to give them the ncccsrarv orders sending us advices 
thereof ’ 

- A Geicrnmont Older (hitcd the 11th August, shows that Cnphain 
jilichcll Gcoigo was in cliaigo of the Dongn Foit Owing to ill licalth 
he was directed to iiialco over cluigc to Busigii "WilliLMn Shepherd * 

On the 23rd Oclohoi the following order wn* issued to Bnsign IViHiam 
Shepherd: On leeeipt hereof dcliici up the charge of Dongn Foil 
to Scr leant Jacob Barlow whom we have onloicd to t.akc pos'cssion 
thereof, and do you forthwnth ictum to Bombay Castle to do duty as 
foiracily,' 

Tlic Fame daj Soijcant Samuel Sellers received the following ojdcr ; 
On icccipt hcicof lopair to M.izgaoii and take charge of the foil there 
from Seijcanl Jacob Bailow, who on delivery of our ordeis hciewith 
given 3 oil for him w ill put 3 ou in possession of M.izgaon Fort ® 

The fortificatious.it Malum, begun about the close of 1700, continued 
in pi ogi ess dining the next two 3 c.ais Besides at M.-ihim, about ilie 
middle of the tame xc-ir 1702, Govcinmeiit oidercd a Fmall foil to 
bo elected at Sion and the hi each c.anEcd in the IVarli Foit hv the 
cail 3 ' licaY 3 ' monsoon to be built up ' 

Ou the Slid June 1702 the Dopufc 3 * Govcnioi miles to Licutcii.ant 
Shaw IVc take notice of Uie accident 3 'ou w iitc is lioLillcn the plat- 
form boats Wo aic glad it piovcd no worse As the lasc.ais have 
been excused all the summei from the woik hi* icason of then 
voyaging to and fio, wc tluuk it very le.isonablo that during 



Tlicclnct i^jmcnts insre ROD Xtriplims on the I Uli of Tub, 300 on 
the lOtb of .Ipnl, ."00 on the Stli of Mny, BOO on tlie 2ml of .Tunc. 500 on the 1st of Auc . 
COO on the ICth of Sept , COO on the 3lbt of Oct , awl KHIO on Uic Ut of Dec, 
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the raiuy season they do now a^sisb at the woik. As to the Kulambis, 
we cannot icasouably expect they should come to the work it now 
being the time for them to sow their lauds '■ 

On June 26th ho wiites ; The General and Council (at Surat) 
having oidered us to finish the Mdliim Fort mill all possible speed, 
we desiic that you will take caic that no time be lost oi missjicnt. 
To that end we would have you forthwith entertain such and as 
many people as you think may bo noccssuiiy for its more spccdj' erecting. 
^Yc have ordered the Dombaj' chiiimm maker here to make chunani 
for us as fast as he can, the which shall be sent you ns you want it 
We have likewise oidoicdMr. "Waid to send his boat and Inscnis when 
he lias no urgent occasion for them for the use of the yacht, to as'sist 
in towing lip the stone boats or m whatsoever else there is occasion 
foi them We have sent up Doi.ib Nauabhdi and Futhlji Scrivan to 
assist in keeping the pcoiilc to then woik.® 

On July lOtli he writes : We would have you entertain as soon 
as you can 200 sepoys more, For the picsent let them he listed under 
the subhcditis of M.thim and Warli, half in one and half in the other 
company. The 13th instant wfe shall send up the enginoei to Sion to 
direct the election of a small work there. Therefore till that d.iy and 
no longer, you must employ the Sion sepoys at Aldhim.® 

On July loth ho adds i Till the woik at Sion is finished the 
Deputy Governor and Council would have you not call the Kulambis 
of tliat place and the villages adjacent to their wonted soivico at 
Malum BO that they may nftoid it to the woiks at Sjon ; you must 
Older Mr. Duron to give his utmost assistance for the moio speedy 
and well erecting of it.* 

On August 1st ho wiites: The Goncial and Council at Suint 
having diiccted tlie breach in the Warli Foit to bo icpaircd, you must 
Older the subhed.-tr and sepoys belonging to that place to rep.-ur it 
On Monday or Tuesday we will order blr. Duren to supeivise thorn. 
Meanwhile let them be clc.aiing the stones fiom the lubbish and 
getting togethoi wliat quantity of stones they can ® 

What rhuninii we have ready heie, which wo suppose is about 26 
Iclmndis, is ordered to be sent to j'ou as soon as possible. Tho lainy 
wcatber has hitherto pieveutcd nioio being made because the pits could 
not be kept clear of w.atcr. AVhen the weather begins to be somewhat 
fair, moie shall lie got ready hero as fast as wo c.an. We would have 
you give tho like order to the chunam-makcre atDh.'trd\i ® 

The 3id August he' continues ; On receipt hereof you must order 
tho Bubhedar and sepoys at Warli to build up the bicacli in tho fort 
as soon as they possibly can, and in sucli manner as they think will 
bo most defensible. It must bo built -with stones only, without 
chunam, Tho Deputy Governor and Council apprehending tliero is 
no occasion to send tho engineer up to direct them, wo omit it.^ 
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cliaiges together In lumped arconnts wo cannot foim am tiling ol a 
jiulgincnt which if reduced to paiticiilars we niiglit have done. To 
jiicvent any one in future divciting our ca'h dc-igned £oi tiadeh}- 
lapng it out in liuildingB, we add that if hereafter any new buildings 
he setaljout without oui picvioiis lca^c fioin hence, we shall expect 
the Preeidcnt and Council to icimbuisc and lepay into our ras^li what- 
ever IS expended thcicon, and will do our utmost to iccoici it We 
luve come to this i evolution to prevent any more laiisliing awa 3 ' 
oiu monc_v in the mannci wo have foi some time past so often 
complained of,* 

In 17:17 (ISlh Jan) Jodo do S.ildauha da Gama Viceroy of Goa 
wiitex to the King of Poitngal: Tlie Cattle of Bombay in the citj' 
has SIX inodcin bastions begun in 1716. Its aitillci^ is not known, 
but it IS well defended. The Vicoioy also mentions foits at Dongii, 
Milzgaon, Siwii, Sum, Mabim, Warli, and Biitclior's Inland ~ 

In 1728 the Piesidcnt, the llonouiablc Mi I’lnpps, oulcicdtbc Com- 
mittee of Suivc.vs to survoj' the liandai pier and icport to Goicinmeut 
On the 11th Nmcmlici 1728 the Committee wiitc , Having, in pursn.inee 
of 3 'oiii llonoui-’s 01 del, surveyed the bandar pier w e licg leave to lai’ the 
following icpoit thereof hcfoic 3 'our Honour Bi' the infoimation 
we have fiom llaniji Puriroo who was at the building s.iid pici we 
undcisland that thoio was not an 3 ' foundation onl 3 ' what its own 
weight foimcd nor legular cut stones except the butt end 'lliis 
deficiency is the cause of its decay and picsent ill state. To the licst 
of oui judgment fioni what we now’ poiceive and what wc have from 
infoimation learnt it cannot stand an 3 ’ considorablc time without con- 
tinual cbaige of lepaiis which of ncccs'it 5 '' must be gicat, Kow in 
order i)eifectl3' to Eccuie the pic^cnt pier we do judge the stiongest 
and cheapest method is to rase it with regular cut stones, the tw'o out- 
waid ones being well clamped and the whole woik laid with lime 
Sinking tlic foundation of the casing to a film bottom will cQcctually 
Fccuie the w hole A piofile of the old and new' woik wc herewith lopie- 
Ecnt to 3 'oui Honour with its icfcicnccs. As to the additional length, if 
intended for the boats to he alwa 3 B lloating and to seivo as a landmg 
place at all time of tides, it must bo oxtended 50 U feet,“ 

At tlicir Consultation on the 27th Apiil 173 1 the Bomb.a 3 ' Govern- 
ment appointed an oveiscer of the Comi)an 3 ’'s woiks and a master 
of aims. The icasons £oi this appointment aic thus stated There 
heiug a want of a piopcr person to ovcieec the Corapan 3 '’E works as 
well as a master of aims and Mi. Archibald Campbell first Lieutenant 
of the /'rnicess Oarolina gallc 3 ', licing an ingenious jicrson and haMUg 
a good notion of arcliitcctnic and other iiarts of the mathematics, is 
willing to nndei take tho.se posts until we are supplied with another 
from our Honoiuuhle Masteis, at the usual allowance and lienee icnt, . 
namcl 3 ' Bs. 30 a mouth as cloik of the w orks and Be 40 as master 
of arins, he is aocoidingly cnteitained as clcik of the works and 
master of aims at the afoiesaid latcs fiom 1st March 1734.* 

’ Court to Bombay Sotb Slarcb paras 7S, 79 Comp of Slamhng Ord 1* ol 1 
of 1716 >1721, 165. 

* Arcliit o Fortuguoz Oricntil Fas G Supplomcnt tfew Goa, 1376, pages 237 - 2P2 

> Pub Diary 3 of 1727-28, 21G. * Fub Di.iri 7 of 1731, M. 



MaterialE-] 

AND ISLAND. 270 

At a Consultation, the 4th Apnl 1737, the Pre=iclcnt acquaints the 
Boaid that having with the offleois of the militav}- 1)ccn lound the 
town iu Older to knoiv its condition for defence the}' wcie unanimously 
of opinion that should an enemy come against it., the ton ii would ho 
esposed to gicat hazaid, thiough the number of eoeoamit trees standing 
near the walls, among which great numbers of men might lodge and 
with little difficulty secure themselves in such a manner as not to be 
annoyed by the guns from the tomi wall. As we cannot be certain 
the enemy will not force a passage upon the island and attack the town, 
its safety ought to bo provided for by cutting dorni all tice& within 
point-blank shot that is within 1 20 yaids of the wall and thinning 
them for such faithei distance as shall bo found necessar}'. A sin vey 
made by the fazandais and the landholders and cldeis shows that about 
3200 trees may bo cut down. Tins, for the reasons before mentioned, 
itisagiccdbc foi th with done and that we take a proper oppoilunity 
to proportion the loss.^ 

Four days later, at a Consultation, the Sth April, the Pi evident 
acquaints the Boaid that it had been often icprcsentcd to him that the 
pai-apets lound the tomi wall not being above 16 or 17 inches thick, 
would be easilj' boat in, should the tomi be attacked. In such a case 
our people ivoiild not bo able to keep then posts on the walls especially 
on the moie exposed pait facing the hill of Dongri, The rampaits of 
Bie curtains arc likewise so very narrow tliat a single man cannot 
conveniently walk on them. He theicfoie proposes to lemcdy these 
inconveniences by diii-ing cocoanut trees into the ground at a suitable 
disUmce within the wall, and filling the space until eaith, which melhod 
will be less expensive than any other. The Boaid being iinanimousl}’- 
of opinion that the same is absolutely neecssaiy and ought not to be 
delaj'-ed, it is agieed that tlie woik bo set about as soon as jjossiblc. 
And it IS diiccted that the charges be cariied to the head of building 
the town wall, to bo cleared by the gromng duty collected on that 
account." 

At a Consultation, the SidMay 1737, the President acquaints the 
Board that on inening the several outfoits uith some of the 
militaiy officeis, he was shown a place in the river that paits this 
island from Ssllsctle Ijnng between Sion and Siwii atpicsont entiicly 
defenceless, opposite whereto the water is so shoal that^an enemy 
can ford over with case Foi the protection of this foid it had been 
pioposcd at a cost of about lls. 2000 to raise a small forlilicatiou 
capable of being defended by 12 or 15 men. This mattci he now 
recommends to the considcratiou of the Board. The ivoik appearing so 
necessary for the safety of the island ii is unanimously agiecd 
tliat the same he set about as soon as the necessary materials can be 
got in icadiness. It lias alicady been observed that several foidablc 
places in the river between tins island and Sdlscttc are not commanded 
by any of our fortifications or batteries. Fuitherthat their deep 
draught prevents any of our vessels being brought near enough to 


' Bom. Gov. Consultation 4tli April 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 173G-37, 84. FoiTcal’ff 
Home tieiics, II. 70. 

’ Bom. Gov. Consultation 8tli April 1737, Pub. Dmiy 10 of 173G-37i 93. 
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those passes to defend them. The safety of our island is thought 
greatly to depend upon the pi erentmg an enemy's landing. For lE 
they once landed Are should find it as diffieult to reniovo them as onr 
neighbonis (the Poitugnese) now do. And, though we would not put 
our Honourable Masters to any expense which we could possibly 
avoid, yet we think it a dnty incumbent on us to provide for tlie safety 
of the island in the best manner we run. This wc can never think 
secuie Avbile we have an enemy so near us and passes out of reach 
of our fortifications left nngnarded. It is now to he considered 
whethei for this sei vice we shall laise batceries or build fiat-bottomed, 
boats to mount six or eight guns each. As the President ocqnaints 
tho Board he has been assured that fiat-hottomed boats would not 
only be moi e serviceable but cheaper, it is agreed that three such 
boats be built in the cheapest manner aud with what expedition pos- 
sible. A further inducement for this lesolution is that should affairs 
take a more favourable turn than we c.in expect and the Map.ithas 
bo drove from Sdlsette we can employ the boats orotlicrnisc dispose 
of them in order to lessen the expense to our Hononi able Mastci s, 
whereas the charge of raising foi tifications would be actually sunk.^ 

Towards tbo close of the same year, 1737, it was reported that tho 
Mai .ithfis wei o intending to attack Bombay. On inspecting the gar- 
risons of tbo outfoi ts and taking a view of the passes, it was noticed 
that from Siwii to Mazgaon tho liver was defenceless, only tn o boats 
cruiziug betv/een these two places. As a measure of gi cater safety 
it was resolved to fit up ten small gahvats. At a Consnltniiou, tho 
Ibt September, the Picsidcnt acquaints tho Board that having on 
the repoit mentioned in our last Consultation, been ivith Mr. CoekcII 
tho engineer and some of the ofiiceis of the inilit.iry to luspecc the 
garrisons of the ouHoris and take a view of the passes, it was by 
them unanimously thought that they were not in a piopcr postnie 
of defence against such a number of men ns it is reported nro 
designed against us This report has not been contradicted and tbo 
number of men at Tbcina has been greatly increased .and other 
picparalioiis made there since tho news reached us Tlieto is, 
therefore, sufficient reason to believe the Mar-itha intention is 
to attack this island. Fiom Siwri to hidzgaou the i ivei is almost 
defenceless, having only two boats cruizing between those places. 
And as cruizing gahvats are moie proper for the defence of that 
part of the river than shoio fortific.ations w'o think ourselves iindcr 
an absolute necessity to put oui Honourable blasters to the expense 
of fitting out ten small gahvats foi the defence of that part of onr 
river. This it is directed be douo with all possible expedition and 
frngality." 

At the same Consnltation (1 Ft September 1737), it is .alio recorded 
tliat, as was proved when (1720) the Portuguese landed in Malum 
Ixiy and Immt the village of "^Yaili, the hay between and M.thim 
is not defended by eithei of those forts. It is theicforc thought 


• Bom GoiV Consultation 3rd May 1737, Pub. Diary 10 of 173G-37, 111-112, 
’ Bom Gov. Consultation Ibt Sejit. 1737, Pub, Diaiy 10 of 173G 37, 210. 
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^lecessarv' to secure tlie bay with three small palm-tree batteries. To 
lessen the exijcuse it is ordered that sundry fallen trees may be 
purchased for tin's ser^'ice, what more are wanting being cut from the 
Company’s barren or nearly barren palms.^ 

The same Consultation fuither notices tliat a great part of the 
mortarless pier run out towards the sea from the old custom Iiouse 
bastion of the town wall being tumbled down, the President acquaints 
the Boaid that he had ordcicd a calculate to be made of the expense 
of lepaning it. But the engineer had represented to lum that as the 
bay ■n’lthin the town wall on the north side of the foi-t was entiicly 
open and not well commanded, a number of hostile boats might land 
there, and the encmj’- at once bo in the town. Such an evil result 
might, at a cost little greater than the repair of the custom house pier, 
be pie\’entcd by raising a breast woik and two small bastions from the 
custom house bastion to the fort along the said ba}'. It is accoidingly 
resolved tliat the breast woik and bastions be set about mth all 
convenient expedition." 

The same Consultation fuither notices tliat there is also a pass 
opposite to Dhiravi between Siou and hlahim wheic at low water the 
depth is not more than one foot. There is indeed a bieast work ovei 
against the said pass but this is not judged a suflicient security. For 
should a small number of the enemy get over at any other place, they 
could easily drive our _ men from tliis breast “work, there being nothing 
behind them for their security. As the keeping possession of siieh 
fortilioations as command the passes, is of the highest impoitanee, it is 
esteemed necessary to raise a small square work of stone. Considering 
the above the Board cannot but agree to the building of those w’oiks." 

In Dccembci 1737 one Bdmji Paibhu offered to build a wall fioin 
Bewa to Sion. A Consultation of the 5 th December has the follomng 
entry : IlAm]i Puivoe presents a proposal to the Board for building a 
wall to cost ]ls. 3000 along the sea side from the new fortification of 
Bewa to the batteiy at Sion. This -wall Bdmji agrees to make at 
hrs omi charges piovided we rvill contribute Bs. 500 and give him the 
ground Ijing between the causeway already raised and the proposed 
■wall, confirming the same to him and his heirs for ever. On 
consideration, it is observed that the raising such a wall ■will be a great 
security to the island as opposite thereto is a shallow pass. Further, as 
no one ■will undertake to cultivate the ground which is now useless, and 
as even after the ■wall is built some years must pass before the land 
produces anytlung, it is agreed tliat we let Bdmji have the said piece 
of ground, on the wall being finished and on his engaging to keep it in 
repair for ever, and pajing the Honourable Company a yearly 
acknowledgment of one rupee. Also that we allow him Bs. 500 
towards completing the work.* 
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The mca'.uics of defence ie<^ol\cd on diinng the jnevioiiP 3 'eai Ijaving 
been cained oulj attention was next diiected, about the middle of l7t5B, 
to lediiec tlie expenpo in connection nitli the tafetj- of the island' At 
a Consultation the 26tb Maj', llie Pi evident acquaints theBoaid that 
the kittcij’ agiced to be laired at Pimuiicc (Pcgamlian) being now 
iinibhed jind the guns mounted thciein, it isbehevedthepoveial foidablc 
passes between this island and Sabette aic non in fan seciiiity 2'o 
icduee the piesent gieiit expense, it is agiccd that the Iljonouiable 
Coiniij,n 3 ’’b galivats which had been stationed in the iivci'Toi the 
defence of the said passes bo hauled up and the lascais disehavged, 
keeping only one galiiat afloat and tno small boats which aic 
absolntclj' necessaiy to patiol in the night ^ 

A j'oai latei (1739) the outposts weie found suflicicntlj' manned, 
but the gicat opening at the Bicacb was defenceless and icquiied a 
foitilication At a Consultation the lOlh Apiil, the Picsidciit desnes 
Ml. Cluilos Pigb}' to acquaint the Poaid uith the slate o£ such out- 
posts and paits ot the island as ho had been to nea the incecding day. 
Mr IUgbj' leports accoidinglj' that the scicral post® appear to him 
buflieicnily manned, hut that some of the cannon wcie either of unlit 
swes or might be Letter mounted. Also that the gieat opening at the 
Pleach was at picscnt defenceless Itcsolred thatsomc foitification £01 
the safety of that pait of the island be cons-idcicd as soon as possiblci’ 

Aucclclatei at a Consultation the 16th Ajnil, the questions of 
1 . using a foil at the Picack and of foitifjing Dongn ueic considcicd. 
The icsnit of tlio delate is thus iccordcd: The foitifiing of llongii 
being considered, it is obscised tliat the dcfuncclcsE, condition of a jiost 
fiom aluch the castle had been so much annoyed in tlic Sidi ivai 
(1089-90), and uas still liable to annoj-ance icquucd a speed}- dctcimi- 
nation. It appearing essential to the safety of tlic toivn and castle 
that tbe Dongn pryst should be put into a state of defence, -abicb -anil 
be tlie 611101 as in case of attack succours may he thioa’n in by a'alci, 
the Boaid agreed lliat the same be set about aithoiit loss of time. 
Puither that at au inconsidcrahlc expense a icdoubt lie laiscd at the 
Pleach to defend that opening.® 

A suivcy made the same month (Apiil 1739) shoacd the necessity 
of a ditch lound the town wall. The debate on this subject at a 
Consultation the Ist May is thus iccoidcd • 'J'he Picsident la>s befoic 
the Poaid the necessity of making some immcihatc pionsiou foi 
foilit}'ing and fuither seeming our loun wall, wliicli on a suivoy 
appeals "to he in a most defenceless condition lie obseiics that 
howovei btnet tlio Honouiablo Compam-^s oidcis aiipcai against 


•Enm Oo'V.CunsnUationSrith May 17.W, Pull lliarj II nf 1737 US, ICR 
-Bom tJo\. Cfiiisiiltition 10th April 17 1'l, Pnli ])i irj 12 nf ITIS-'iS, 122 
'Bom. f!o\. Consultation lOtli April 17 JO, Piih Pi.itj 12 of 17.?,s-i‘i, ]2S 123 
Ainniic loss DO details Brnce (Annals, II fifii-Uhj "iinl II I 'I,! - Ds) imticis iliiriiultiis 
III Limncctioii iiith the withdrawal of the .Snhs from Bnmhi} ind aildh IJniiiliiiy 
ai li d on the rti'fi nsw c aiul did not atUu k. tin. Sidi'- (Iiit, his llict iiiidi. nvi-iil 
di-iint on the I'tiiid Ilf Boinhay, III wliii li lliLV V I ri ii jiiiKi d hi tin Knyli’h tiiinji'- 
'I 111- Siili'i, llrc.1 -Iiid aiiiiy Iiii.idri1 B-iiiih p and tn-il jm ■ ■ ,ii,ii nf ilinn M i/.-.inn, 
and tioii, Ihc Gun iiiui aiid llic^iiii on iuil liLiU^id in ll.'. iuvii iiid tin. C.iolli 
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cnlciing on anj csiicnsivc building-'^, tlio Courtis orders are on the 
other hand not Ic'-s strong foi omitting nothing’ towaids the safety and 
jiieservatioii of this their island. That for Ins pait in the present 
visible sta^e of the foi tifications lonnd the town, he should ill dischaige 
his duty if lie pictcnded to answer for the secmity of the place till 
some lequisite additions be made to stiengthen and secure the wall. 
Nothing oceurs moie fit for the puipose or more necef-sary than a. 
ditch to he run round the town wall To estimate the esponsc it is 
piopo'sed that a stated measure of ground be opened in a fitting place 
to the calculated depth and Ineadth, and a report of Us charge be made 
to estimate the whole by a mean. The Board agiccing thereto, it is 
resolved tluit considering the danger of further delay, no time be lost 
in testing the cost of the proposed ditch.^ 

About the close of June the same year (1739) the merchants came 
forward ndth a voluntary subscription to aid Government in fortif^'ing 
the wall. They say : The great happiness we enjoy under the English 
Goveinmcnt in the perfect security of our property and in the f ice 
cxcicisc of our respective ways of worship, leads us to lie veiy desirous 
of continuing the .‘'amc advantages to oiu* posterii 3 \ As the foi midable 
power of th^ Mardthds has subdued the neighbouring country and as 
the invasion of this island is threatened, we cannot avoid being .'iiixious 
that such a defence may be seemed as may tend to disappoint their 
evil designs As we apprehend the tovra wall was intended ns a 
. scciu'ity to the mei’chani s admitted to the piofccction of this Govcrnmcnli, 

* for the erecting of which we have long contributed} and as notwith- 
shinding that we aie ajiprized it is not yet in a condition to resist the 
Tieighbouiing power, and seeing we have no othfer place to retreat to in 
cape of an inva.sioii, we liumblj' request tliai the said wall may bo 
foitifiod wnih a ditch and such other additions made to it as may on 
an emergency secure oui effects and families Towaids defTaj'ing the 

expense of tlic same, we the merchants residing in Bombay and whose 
names are hereunto subscribed, beg leave to pioposc that a duty of one 
per cent be laid and collected until the amount of thirtj^-thousand 
rupees be raised which is as much as we can offer, considering the 
picsent decaj' of trade and the want of substantial merchants.® 

In laying this repiesentatiou before the Council at a Consultation 
on the 29th June 1739, the President remailts: Our present situation 
admits of no longer delaj' in coming to some resolution for or against 
the cair^ung of a ditch lound the town wall. The principal moicliants 
of the place convinced of the necessity of putting the town in some 
better slate of defence have subsciibed the sum of tliirty thousand 
nipces towaids the expense of this work. This is as much as can bo 
expected from that bod}’ considering the low declined slate of trade. 
And whereas, for the reasons set down in our Consultation of the 1st 
Ma}"^ last, a lesolulion passed the Council for testing the charge of 
eomploliiig the proposed ditch the faihue of submitting such a 
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icpoitis owing to the iain«i setting in, and preventing digging to, a 
competent depfJi. At the same time infoimation is available for the 
calculation that admitting the ditch to be fiffcj' feet bioad and 
fourteen deep, the chaigc will conic out about eighty-livc to ninety 
thousand rupees. It remains then to determine what is most expedient 
for the Ilononiable Company's inteiest, Om piesent inseeuiity fiom - 
the weakness of the fortifications lound the town, is fully setfoith 
in our Consultations of the let and 10th May last. As the same is 
appaientand evident to eveiymember of this Boaid, and as the secuiii>y 
and pieservation of the island, and the tianquillity and piotection of 
the inhabitants a,ie tnists essential!}' reposed in this Government, 
since this addition of a ditch to the town wall appeai.s the only means 
to sticngthen our defence, the question is pioposcd to the membeis 
severally for their lespective assents, and is earned in the afliimative , 
Ml Gbiekie only dissentmg. The Consultation adds • A§ this Eosolu- 
tion IS of so gieat impoitance the following summary' lecapitulation 
of our icasons is submitted to our Honouiublc Masters for theii judg- 
ment and satisfaction, iLat in this determination we aie guided cntiiely 
by oui duty and a legaid to their interest and to the preservation of 
then estate entrusted to our caic and management. Howcvei ex- 
press the llonouiahlc Company's repeated injunctions may be against 
burying then money in expensive works on any pietext w'hatever, 
when these orders are set agamst and compared with then icpeated 
a«smances of grudging no expense for the immediate defence and pie- 
scrvation of the island itself, since no sufiicient dependence c.an be had 
on any pionuse, treaty, or assuiance from or with the Maratlids, our 
piesent situation is undeniably such as will wiiirant this only stop 
we can think of for the attainment of any tolemble degice of sccuiity 
In tiuth without the addition of a ditch, the town wall may be 
reckoned of no use oi significance to the purpose of defence, and con- , 
seqnently a neat loss to the Honourable Company. Itoi the iiulli of 
this wo need only appeal to the suivej' of its piesent untenable condi- 
tion more amply set forth in our Con^tation of the 16th May last 

Our inhabitants are giown so apprehensive of the insccnic postuie 
of the place agamst the ponrer of oui cncio.iching neighbours, that it 
is liighly necessaiy foi the Government with all expedition to piocnrc 
and pronde for theii sccuiity in case of an invasion. Such secuuty can 
in no wise he so effectually obtained, as by fortifying the town itself 
for the greater assurance and encouiagcraent of the inhabitants The 
trading pait of these mhabitants have voluntarily contiibutcd the sum 
above declaied, and in futnic no caie shall be omitted to cousidci all 
fitting ways and means to hghten the biuthcn to onr llonouiahlc 
Masters. 

As the calculate now funiishcd is as exactly taken as the natme of 
the subject would admit, the amount of the* ch-aige cannot but be 
esteemed by oni Honourablo Masters on a consideration of all ciicum- 
stances w'cll applied towards sccuiing so great a capital and iirteiest 
as they have in this place and its dependenaes Noi do wc sec how 
we could justify the neglect of oui duty' m the majntenanie of this 
gicat trust or hazard, the loss of the inland, foi feii 'of incuiiing tins 
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addiiioiial espouse, witlioul. which all the rest maj-' be counted thrown 
away, or in so dangerous a state as to deseive no reckoning on it as 
a property in slock, unless the Ijung at the Marathas' discretion can 
be esteemed any degree of tnistAvoithy security. Agreed likewise tliat 
the most efficacious methods be pitched upon for completing the ditcli 
m as e.asy a manner to the inhabitants, and worldng people, as can lie 
devised.^ 

IMr. Geekie's dissent from the above resolution regarding the ditch 
IS thus recorded in the Government Diary of the 6th July 1739 : The 
following [are Mr. John Geekio's reasons for dissenting from the 
lesolution of the Z9th Juno Consultation to set about out of hand the 
making a ditch round the town wall of Bombay. The Honourable 
Companj'^s positive ordens (in their last letter by ship Harrington) 
against any enomous csjiense of what land soever, seem to me a good 
reason why we should not set about so eliargeablc a work, as no doubt 
this will prove,' without their previous commands conceraing it, 
especially as further I j)rcsume tliat it udll be impossible to finish 
the ditch In time, so as to bo of service on the emergency, for which it 
is judged necessary to make this ditch. 

Again from the many works already in hand, and the groat 
complaint for want of people I presume that this new and heavy woik 
can hardly bo caiiiod on without force, or at least without causing great 
uneasiness to the labouring people. As our new neighbours are en- 
dc.avouiing by all means to diaw these men from us, it is not unlikely 
that any order for forced labour may contiibule to the dimug such 
of them away, as during the late troubles have taken shelter amongst 
us. Themoieso, as in the treaty with the Maratluls now on foot, 
one of the articles they insist on, and to which we have consented, is 
tliat all recent immigrants who are willing shall have liheity to go back 
to their ouTi country. Bor all these reasons I dissent from the said 
resolution of setting about the ditch for the present.® 

The Board at their Consultation, the 6th July 1739, obsciwe : The 
Board pi oceed to consider of tlie most proper method of raising the 
voluntary contribution of Es. 30,000 towards the said work of the 
ditch from tlie body of merchants as set foi-th in our Consultation of 
the 29th Juno, and the same being debated upon, wo arc unanimously 
of opinion that one per cent be levied additionally upon the trade 
which is subject to pay two per cent contiibution to the town wall 
until the amount be eleaied and the proceed of this new duty be earned 
to a head of contribution to the town ditch. And it is ordered tliat 
the custom master do collect and distinguish the same accordingly 

Onthc6lh July Government appointed Mr. Thomas Marsh pav- 
raaster of.the torni ffiteh. A fortnight later Mr. Marsh applies for 
palanquin Kolis legirding winch matter the Bombay Diary of the 
20th Jnly has the foUowing entry • Mr. Thomas Marsh appointed by 
Couiicjl of the 6th instant, paymaster of the toivn ditch, apiiljdng 
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foi palaiKiuin Kolis in icgaid to tlic distance of tlie woik and some 
consideiation foi the cxliaoidinai y tionblo attending this oflicc, the 
Boaid tliiiilis it iciibOTuihlc to allow him «.omc cncouiagemcnt to a 
punctual disdiarge theieof, and agrees to fix his .appointment, at B,<? JO 
a month and the pay of palanqnm Cooleys (Koli'.). Fmthci whcicas 
Ml Maish’s assistant Mi William Nicholls continue', still to attend 
the waichouso, as well as this additional cmploj', in oidui to oncouiago 
liim to do his dutj' pimctually, the Boaid allows him Es. 30 a month 
cxti-aoidinaiy Tlie ivhole is declaicd cL'iigeablc to the account 
expenses of the torni ditch ^ 

The one pei cent duty rcfeiicd to above was oidcicd to be levied 
fiom the Istof August 173D as appeals from the folloniug Govern- 
ment Icttoi to Ml William SedgvMcke, Miihim custom jn^stev, dated 
the 1st Novembci 1739: The mcicliants having made a subsciiption of 
one pci cent on thcii tiadctowaids the ditch yon aic hcicby oidcicd to 
collect the same fiom and aftm the 31st July last (1730) and to open 
a head on j'oui 1iool:s for the amount thereof entitled ' Contiilmtion 
to the Town Ditch.' - 

On the 13th November 1739 Government appointed the following 
sixty-one European gentlemen to the several bastions as shown below 
BnsUnn — 1 Thoinns Waters Esqmre; 2 Mr Hearry Bcrhel 
.3 Mr Jno Brandlmg,4 Mr WiUiam K’lchoU't, 5 Captain Thomas' 
Stonelinm, CMr Bohort Nisbitt, 7 Mi Etlnard Dunstcr; 8 Captain 
Fr.incis Atkins , 0 John Anthoney. < 

Bnyal DatUon end Piahcad — 1 Thomas btoncsticct E'.quiro ; 

2 hir Franci'i Stnidirickc , 3 hlr Thomas Mninh , 4 hlx Edward 
Onen , 6 tir. Bobert Bandon, 6 FIuUip Fascoh , 7 Mr. Bobert Collson ; 

8 LIr Cromchno , 9 ^Iich- B<izor ' 

Old Miindii Bast xonBaitay . — IJohn Goclao Esquuc , 2 Mr Hugh ' 
BidircU , 3 Ml. Thomas Hodges , i Mr Plicaaant Crisp , 5 Mr. Lauronco 
Sullis.'in, G Mr William ShiMvtll 7 Mr. Michell M.ir.sh.ill , 8 Mr 
George Craig , 9 Ml Samncll PeteiB , 10 Mr. .Tohn H’lchoNon,"!! Jfr, 

•lolm Hiuiton; 12 Mr. Anthony Brandon, 13 Mi .Tohn Maniiisco, 

Ik Ml. Say, 

Mailborouyli Badion —1 .Tohn Shoilcy Esquiiu, 2 Mi. J.unes 
Stun art, 3 Ml W.iltcr Bay; 4 Mi Geoi-go Scott ; 5 Mi Pucliaid 
Bioughton , C Mr Bobert Baldrcy 

Klnnhiipr Birdwn —1 Mr ClcLind, 2 Mr John Sewell , 3 Mr Samuel 
Price , 1 Mr. George Jonkmson , 5 Lewi" Vcnd.ill ; C Thom is Biidd, 

Cliiiuh Badion — 1 Mr. George Dudley, 2 Mr Willmm Dims, 

3 Ml. Gciiigc Sadliui , 4 Mr Ch.alts Mnnningliain , 5 Hciiiy A’'enbuhl , 
r. Biclind Kovlaiul 

MoinaJJadinn—t Ml .Tohn Limbton , 2 Mr .Tohn T!uich'ill , .3 Mi 
Ale>.iiiiltr Di)Ugla«s , 4 Bolml Worih; G WiUi.mn T.-i>Ior, (. :Mr 
Xcwiiini 


' Ewn Gm Ci.n'ullalinn 20lh Tnlj IT.'J'*. Pub Dilrj 12 of 17.!S .{o, 279 
= Hmn l.m loittcr lit Xo' liTUtotlic MMiini Cmtom Jla.ler, Sec Out L B 8 
of 1735-1711, 3S ■’feec Out. 1* B S of 17JS 1711,09-00 
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J{(un/(rt — 1 Mr Gcorgo Porcual , 2 Sir. Ilugli Syinons, 

3 BIi. J’ngli "Willis , 4 John Dicks , 6 John Long 
111 171*1 (lie question of compensating the ownci's of tlic trees and 
gionnds icqnivcd for ilic fortifications came before Goveniment. The 
following is the iccord of a Consultation of the 8tli May 1 7ll : A number 
oT cocoanut trees having been cut dowi by order of the Pic'^ident and 
Council, as appears in Consultation the 4th April 17o7, for clearance 
ill pait of the town and also round the foi-tifieatioii at jM.llum, and 
olbeis ‘since at Bombay for forming a proper space to cairy on the 
lampart, and some batty grounds contiguous lieing talccn into the ditch, 
the means by which icstitution shall be made to the owneis of such ticcs 
and grounds aie cousideied. An account of the several claimants ivitli 
the icspectivo damage sustained aecoidiiig to the vcreadoies' valuation, 
IS now piesentbd to the Boaid. Biom this account it aiipears that, 
notwithstanding the sums there set down are considerably under- 
rated, the Avhole amounts to lls, 2974-2-56. Weie we to pay aceoid- 
ingly, the persons would greatly suffer and theiefore the Boaid aie of 
rquiiion that it tnll be the most equitable method to assign an equivalent 
ill trees and ground from tliosc of our Honourable j\Iasters. To the 
end that this transfer be fairly adjusted and if possible to the satisfac- 
tion of all parties, the Board aie of opinion that the oveiscer of the 
oiirts wiUv the assistance of Janoji, All Bawa Coat (Kliot), Joseph 
de Ciuz, Thomas do Silva, Ignatio de Silva, and Antonio de 
Azavedo, W’ho aie esteemed competent judges and honest men, be 
appointed to inspect and report the particular parcels of ground and 
number of trees proposed to be made over that the necessaiy oideis 
for dclivciy may pass fiom this Board. And as by tliis expe^ent we 
hope thoso concenicd will be better pleased tliau by the receiiit of any 
sum w’e could propose to pay them, as from observation w'c find that 
through their special leuow’ledge the native possessors of oaits gene- 
lally makc-them pioduce more than those of our Hoiiourablc hlastcis 
*■ 'and as to make ictuni in money only by the premontioned cstiinalion 
would afford matter of uneasiness and complaint, so we hope our 
llonoumble Emjiloycis will acquiesce ni this lesolution, since all things 
consideied, W'C conceive this method to be tiuly most advantageous to 
them. The ncccs'-ary instructions for Mr. Saudcis the picsent over- 
seei of the oaits to the foiegoing purport being prepared aie approved.^ 

The follow’ing is the account lefcricd to in the Consultation of the 
Sth May : Account of cocoanut trees cut dow'n by ordci of Govenior 
Home and .Council as appeals by the Consultation of the 4th April 
' 17.'J7 as also of such as have been lemoved in oidcr to form tlio ditcli 
*' ■'and in electing the inihlarytopass houses w’ithm tlietomi-wan,the w'holo 
taken and valued by the vercadoics as appeals by their lespective reports 
now' in the Poitugucsc sccietaiys olfice: Tices 621 j Its. 2971-2-56. 
Besides the above demands YithakUs Kasidas had, in February 17 JO, 
.IS aiipeai.-'by the ConsulUtion, a slui e of the oai t Collat assigiied linn 
bel<m<»mo to the 11 onom able Company in lieu of 201 cocoanut tiecs 
cut dow'ii ill his o.vit c.illcil ifecluck and valued by the veicadoics at 
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B*!. d'GGi. In tlio above account, accniding to a enirent practice of tlie 
vcrcadores, Cl ciy good eocoanut tree IS valued at Rs This rate lud its , 

liso when the Bank began to lend money on landed security. In leahty 
tbe good tices aie ivoith and null commonly fetch double that sum. 
Iloweier as nc, say the Board, return an cquiialentin tiees to the 
piopnetois fiomtlic Compan 3 ‘'s oaits, the}' mil not suiTci by our 
under-iating.* 

jMcntionis made above of the imposition in 1739 of a one pei cent 
duty to meet the expense of making a ditch lound the town wall. 
Tlie measure was icpoited to the Couit of Diicetors nho'-e opinion the 
Bomlay Government icceived in 1741. Theii diaij of tbe 3id 
August contains the folloning note : Oui Honourable Jlastcis in 
paragraph 101 intimate tlieir opinion that the duty collected as a con- 
tiibution to the tonn ditch ought to extend not only to the black 
mcichants hut all others. A mohon is made to come to some resolution 
in tliai paiticulai, but the membcis not being prcpaicd to cntei on a 
discussion of the point, it is rcfeiicd to another daj' ” 

On the 7tli August 1741 tlie Boardicsume : Our Honourable Masteis 
in paragraph 101 of then last commands intimating that the one per 
cent contiibution foi defia 3 mg in pait the chaigeof tbe town ditch 
should extend to all merchants, this mattci was deferred at last meet- 
ing for fuithei consideration It is now' lesumcd and though it is 
coi tain even at picsent the tiade is considerably bnithened, jet as it 
seems to bo their pleasuio and is designed foi casing them of that 
heavy though necessai 3 ' w'Oik, ivo bolicic it will bo the moic icadily 
submitted to Thciefoie it is directed that fiom and aftei tins da 3 ' an 
additional dut 3 ' of one per cent be collected on all English private trade 
and beappiopiiatcd to the head of Cliaigcs digging the Town Ditch ■* 

Consequent on the above lesolution the following older to the custom 
masters of Bomba 3 ' and Mdhim was issued the same clay, 7th August • 
The Honourable Compan 3 ' in then last commands lianng been pleased 
to intimate that the addihonal duti' of one pei cent .should be lei led 
on all trade in general towaidsdisbuising the cliaige of the town ditch, 
vou are heieb 3 ' diiectcd to see the «ame collected fiom tins day 
foiwaidonall English tiadc, and caiiied to the head of Contnbution 
of the Toim Ditch * 

At a Consultation, the27thNovember 17 11, the President Mi Stephen 
Law la 3 'S befoic the Board insti notions necessaiy foi tlie better con- 
ducting of the work of the town ditch as -well as for picventing any 
fraud 01 imposition on the pait of the Puivoes, subheddis, and othei 
fcupemsors These being lead the Board unanimously approve thereof 
and diiect that copies ^ dehvcicd to the usual persons foi their stnet 
ohsei\ance.® These instructions are given below. 


204. 
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1 Pub Diarv 14 of 1740 11, 180, 182. 

= Gor ConsulWionSitlAos 1741. Pub Dl-ii^ 11 of KlO-tl, 213-2 
» Bom Go^. Consultation 7th Anp 1711, Pub Diary 11 of 1710-41, a03..1.. 

* r,mn Go,. Order to the Bomlnj and mhiin Custom Masters, ith Anp 1/Jl, 

Item. Goi^* ConbuUaUon 27th Koi . 17 11, Pnh. Diary 1 1 of 1 740 11, -177. 
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Rules to be 'observed for tbc works caTrpng on at tlie town ditcb 
and- Moody’s Bay, namely 

1 That c.icli Biihlicdilr attends liis assigned business G\cvy morning 
oaily foi bunging the Libouicis tugctlici and that so many siib}icd.iis, as 
also ni.isons Btoiio-cutiers and Pun oes, bo employed in tbo most likelj' mannor 
to ansvrei the main end of despatch Each snbhcd.lr to havo a list of the men 
entiusted to las caic, noting the pay of eserj' man and the muster to bo taken 
in the picscncc of the paymaster’s ofiicci .ind also that to bo appointed by the 
sublicdar. At the close of the evening the said sublicdai must sign the list 
ascertaining the numbci that day at work nndcrhini, which must sene as a 
voucher to the payment to bo made by the paymaster’s ofHccis and such 
soiichcis to remain on register for producing u hen the monthly accounts aio 
to ho passed 


2 'Wlioroas an ongmeor or master ducctoi of the works, or his assistant, 
mil attend a daily abstract must bo given to luin of the i)do])1o .it uoik for 
knouing whother then attendance be gi\on , and ho has moicosei a liLeity to 
bo present .at the miistor for s.stisfjung lumsolf that justice is done to the 
Company When lie is at such miistci, ho should also sign mth the subhedar 
as a testimony that the muster is right 

_ 3 In order to rcgul.ato the chops (clihn’ps meaning seals) ncccss,sTj' to bo 

issued at c.ich division, there must bo iinmcdi.itcly an account taken of all 
chops that aro distributed These must bo called in and pud for. Then the 
whole chops ascoi tabling their number with exactness must be lodged in a 
good chest under two locks, each subhedar, where the division is, to have one 
key and the p.aymastei’s odicci another, the chops tlicnco to bo issued, a daily 
account to bo kept thereof and seen to it that the Company aio not injuicd for 
which Olid the ehops should be called in and discliarged everyday. For dis- 
tingiiishing to which company tlie chops belong, D.tji Niiik's must bo 
Girnmak’BNo. 2, Qimji’s No 3, Son ^7nk’s No 4, Mahmud 
AiiiK s Ito 0 , and the chops to bo confined to tho division .issigncd 

4. To prevent every instance of abuse tho accounts of tho subhedar 
rijspccting each ^vision, us well as tho same kept by tho pajTuaster’s ofliccr, 
must bo lod^d in a good chest with tw-o locks, cadi subhedar to have one key 
and the p-iymastei’s oiliccr another; and tho accounts to bo adjusted and 
niiiHhcd o\ eiy d.iy at each post and there .also signed. 

6 That the subhod.ir at each division do indent to tho paymastoi’s 
storekeeper for every tiling w’anted. As it may not bo possible to comply 
entirely, such storekeeper is to send with tho tlimgs a note to tho subhcd.ir, 
expiossiii" the quantity so sent and in whose charge. IVlien tho note is brought 
to the siibhcd.lr, ho is to cxamino if tho ai tides wdiich come to linn agree with 
, the note. If not, ho is to make the bcaier answerable for any dchciciicy And 
Biich honror Bhould count tho thmgi so dclircicd'.by tho sfoielccopcr at the 
time of tainng them into his charge Provided tho things are light tho subho- 
tl,ir IB to sign his name to tho note .is a vouchei. This note, with all, others 
lliiit come ■witlim tho month, must bo given to tlio p.iyinastef for-kcgukitm" 
the account with his stoickeopci lie is also' to keep tho notcs’hy diim for 
proving- hiB acedunts when dohveicd into tho. accountant’s office. '.-Thb' samo 
^ution and method to bo used when tho suhhcdntiB send any old stoics to tlio 
storekeeper by mgning a note Tlus note tho storokoobor 'is to 'pfosen-o and 
sign, on unding tbc contents to answer. ■ ■ ‘ ' i. 


!i' 


faigiij on uncling the contents to nnswer. 

C That rcg.nd bo had to dividing the people to' ovonrparf'df tlib woik in 
such proportion as the business to bo done ficoly requires. "^Wen tbo .musters 
tom O'® JoWlo-jiiimllpniMiBjm!- 
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7 . All the materials n anted for the irorlcs must be duly laid mb}' the 
pa>in.v<itcr so that no stop or hindr.incc ensues. At the end of ciciy month 
the paj-mnstcr must giio in an nbstmet to tho President of nhat then remains 
inth their true value and he may see to the gettmg what rhall be requisite for 
future service In case the norhs bo not properly supplied, the bubheddr 
must report tho want to the engineer, the pajmastcr, or to the President at ' 
such tiiiies ns the latter takes lus round for visiting tho works 

8. The Bublicdirs are to have a true regard that the people empli^cd 
whetlier ns Purrocs or othcrKiso bo faithful and qualified, no moio than w.int- 
ed to be kept m service On any failure m this matcnal article, they aro 
required to make a report to tlie President. 

0. lYhatesor mortar be bi ought for tho works must bo measured and 
t.ihen in an exact manner at the places assigned for receiving it The subhe- 
dar so recenmg is to p.iss a receipt for tho cjiiantity, inscrtmg tho nsino of tho 
seller TlusTccciptistoscnons asouchei to tho paymaster and at the end 
of Cl ciy month 18 to bo sent intli the others mto the accoimtant's office witli 
his accounts 

10 That tho subhedars do report to the President nnythlnff they haio 
to offer for tho benefit of the service The works to bo lined ont by tlio direc- 
tor of the same and to bo afterwards inspected by Ibimji and Giimb.lji Funocs, 
who aro to bo apprized of tho number of men of osery denommation on work 
eieiy day 

11. For dcbvonng ont chops it is apprehended the mihtia sublicdiirs with 
tho approval of our subhed.'irs.may sene mstcad of the Purvoes now employed 
By tins means tho pay of twenty or more Purvoes may be saved tho Company 
csety month This therefore must be tried and contmuodimtilsobdre.tfens 
.■tin oflered to the President for altcnng it 

At tlicir ConsulbiHon, the Snd February 1742, Government atlimfc 
the necessity of placing one more Lieutenant at Sion Fort* Considering 
tlie o-ieat consequence of that post of Sion and the scveial passes from 
S.'il«5:to Ij’ing moie immediately theieabouts, sihich obliges ns to 
continue a laigo number of people on duty there, it would be eligible 
to liave anotlier Lieutenant in stition. So long as tbeic is only one, 
svhen he has occasion to repair to town on liis piivate affaiis, tho place 
is left destitute of a propei command. The President therefoie pioposes 
that Mr. Thomas Andiews the eldest ensign, of -nhom the captain 
commandant as well as others give a handsome tibaractei, he .appointed 
a Lieutenant and stationed under Sir. Sterling at Sion where ho will 
also be of seivico with respect to w’hat Las been mentioned of tlie other’s 
want of writing. The Boaid after some considcrabon resolve that 
SIv. Sterling be oidcied to take the command of Sion and Slessis Lane 
and Forbes to suceeed to the tw'o TOCant compames. On tho President’s 
motion Mr. Hollomore to have a Lieutenant’s commission as also 
Mr. Thomas Andrews who is for tho present to do duty at Sion.^ 
Necessaiy repairs to Sion Foit formed the subject of debate ataOon- 
snltabon on the 22nd Februa^ : A lepoi-tis made of the present bad 
condibon of the Sion Fort. Ino store-rooms apartments and magazine 
are in a most ivTetched state, insomuch that no kind of stoics provisions 
or ammimibon could be deposited theic dnnng the rainy season without 
bang spoiled by the weather, and the roofs of those several places are 
entirely decayed. Tlie expense that will attend this repair, by a calculate 


■ 1 Boiai‘GoY.''Coi)siiItatioa 2nd Feb. 1742, Pub Diaiy IS of 1741-42, 71. 
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now presented, we are sorry to observe ^vill amount to so large a sum 
as Rs. 2686-2-50. At tire same time they are so immediately 
nece-saiy that ■without them tlic fortification cannot he deemed of any 
bouelit. This leaves no room for hesitation in oi doling the lepaiis. 
At the same time the Picsidcnt icmarks that the frequent occasions 
of repail s to the Compan 5 ''s buildings piocced in a gieat measure 
fiom their being ill fabricated at the first thiougb a mistaken notion 
of rendering the espouse loss. Tlus saving was only in appcaiance, 
for the event show's they have turned out really dealer than if made 
substantial and of the best material at the beginning. Therefore wnth 
the consent and appioval of tlie Board it is positively diieeted and 
fixed as a standing rule that no mats be used in the roofing of any 
house or building designed to last for any number of years. Instead 
of mats laths sawed out of teak must be used. The lafteis to be of 
the best sorts of the same timber. Fuitlier that it be particulaily 
given into the charge to the woilcmcn em 2 )lo 3 'ed on anj' building to 
inspect into the timber and see to its goodness as well as all othci 
mateiials used on the w'ork thej' are carrying on.^ 

The acting engineer Mr. Josejih Smith submitted a report on llie 
condition of the dock and bandar jiiers, on whieli the Board at a 
Consultation on the 18tb October obseive : Bead a report from 
Mr. Joseph Smith, who at present acts as engineer, of the dceaj'cd 
condition of tlic dock and bandar pieis. The estimate of repairing 
boUi in a pioper durable manner is specified in his report. "With 
regard to the dock pier the Board are entirelj' of opinion some repair 
should bo immediatel}' given as great part is fiillcn and the safety of 
the shipjnng in the dock solel}' depends upon the iiier w’ithout ■wliicli 
the dock itself must be useless. The Board tlierefore direct the repairs 
be sot about with the necessai}' speed. Mr. Smith's jiroposals as to 
the bandar pier the Piesident dosiics maj' be icferrcd to Mr. Wake'S 
dctermmatiou wiicn on the siiot. In this the members acquiesce." 

On leaniing,tlie completion of the tow'u ditch the Court, in their 
letter of the 13tli ’March 171-3, pam 70, write: We arc glad to find 
by the advices bcfoie us that the toivn ditch is nearly completed. As 
it hath cost us Rs. 2,50,000, the one per cent diitj' levied on the trade 
must be continued till ivo aie reimbursed the same.® 

The work of the towm ditch being completed, the President gave 
orders for selling off the cattle as they were no longci ■wanted, and an 
aceouut sale of them w'as laid befoie the Board on the 3rd June 1743.* 

At a Consultation on the 1 3th June 1743 the President acquaints 
the Boaid that the several persons emploj'ed bj' tlic ditch paj'master 
liave been discharged by his directions except Wo Purvoes wiio are to 
be kept for tins month only to bring up and close the -several accounts. 


COiapter IV- 

Fortiiications 
and Ruildiugs. 

Ropair-i to 
Sion Fort, 
17-12. 


Hopairs to 
tlic Uock and 
Untular Pier, 
1742. 


Cost mill 
coin])lctio» o£ 
the Ton 11 Ditch, 
1713 




> Hem. Gov. Conwltation 22ntl Tub 1742, Pub Diary 15 of 1741-42, 113 - 1 M. 

= Horn Gov. Consultation 18tb Oct 1742, Pub. Dmry 15 of 1741-42, 494 - 405 
=> Court to Bombai 13th March 1743 para 70, Pub. Don Court’s Letters Vol. 3 of 
1742.17ril,41. 1 . > i 

* Bom. GoV, Consultation. 5nl Juno 1743, Pub. Diary 10 of 1743, 149. 
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Then tlicir pay as well as that of the paymastei and his assistant will 
eease ^ 

In their letteie of the IStli and 30tL Maich 1744'^ paragraph 79, 
the Couit of Dneetois wiite* Tl'e diicet tliat Mr Jo'^eph Smith om 
present bombaidierdo act also as engineer and in the several oiliccs he 
now holds Foi tliis ive ivill give him Es 140 a month in full for all 
allowances for the said emploj’nients provided our Piesident shall think 
him qualified foi those stations.- 

"With a luew to pi event the Maiathds from taking possession of 
Butcher’s Island, it was found neeessaiy to keep the fort on iliat island' 
in good lepaii. The Bomliay Government Diaiy of the 16th j\raich 
1744 has the follomng cntiy . A icpoit of the condition of the fort 
on Butcher’s island and ofDceis’ apaitmcnts, as also a calculate of 
the expense of the neees'-aiy repairs amounting to Es. 1642 hcing 
picsented, the Boaid aic of opinion that as it is leqiiisitc to keep 
lio'-session of tLat island to pieventoui ncighhouis’ settling Eieie, fioni 
n hence the entiance into kLiliim nvei and even into this haihoui 
might be incommoded, the submitting to the above exiiense is unavoid- 
able, The repairs proposed aic therefore ordered to be given and caie 
must be taken that the}' do not exceed the calculate ® 

Part of the banAai' piei haiung fallen doivn by the continual washing 
of the eea, the stones at first not being laid with ehnnam, on tlie SOlli 
July 1745 the Boaid diiected that the bandar pioi be immediately 
iO]).iired n'itli the utmost fiugality and that Eio work be ellectu.'illy 
jieifoimed, an estimate of tiie expense being first made and dclivcied 
to the Boaid ‘ 

On the 13th August 1745 the land pajinaslei lays befoie the Boaid 
an estimate for the lepairs of the bandar piei amounting to Es. 4490. 
This estimate is on the supposition that the found.ition is \sell laid , 
otlieim«c the repairs must exceed the estimate The Boaid diicclcd 
that the repans be earned out with tlie utmost caie and fiugality ® 

In then lettei of the 25th Febiuarj' 1747, paragia 2 ih 57, the Court 
exiircss tlicii aiipioval of the repaiis to the bandar pici and othei 
buildings Tliey uiitc ; "We cheeifully acquic..cu in the icquisito 
expense to icpan the bandar piei, make the mint moic commodioiib, 
and for putting the paisonagc house in decent oidci.*' 


1 Bom Gov Consnltotion IStli Juno 1743, Pub. Dnn 10 of 1743, 151. 

= Pub Pop Court’s Letters Vol B of 1742 - 1751, 42) SS 

'Bom. 6o\. Consultition ICtb jlfarcb 174-1, Pub Biar}' 17 of 1744, 00 

* Bom. Gov. Co.iuiltstion 20tli July 1745, Pub liiuy 16 of 1744-45, 210. 

° Bom Guv CuuiiuUition latli Aug 1741, Pub Biarj 18 of 1741-45, 221. 

® Pub. Ibp Court's lytters Vol 3 of 1742-1751, 141 The Parsonaue Tlonso uas 
bought bv lioicmincnt in 173S and 11.15 continued av a parsnnngu till IbOl 'ihe site 
1 - across Cathedral Street .shout 30 jards south of the 50uth-nc.-t gate of the Cathedral 
It is the second liousu to the south of Armenian Lsne The house nnsgiienjip m, 
1801 Kcausc ns the nport snys the c1crg}ii.an vms i.nublc to sictp 111 coii'iiiuence of n 
cotton scren built clo-c by it (Collcttor’s Beenrds, Compilstinn P 331 of 1827.) 
The clcr:r>m.in uho coinphsincd uns the itei H. Buipiv-s after liliom os icrorded in 
1815 lij C)ii Hni (Ad'.cntures) tbehonipur hurling ginund on Back B.ij was knoiin 
J-. Pitlre Biirrons' Go I)u.m. - Padre Biinous did not u=c liis o«n (Jo Bonn. As 
Istr so lits I'c otsted in an Ibial.'-li law unirt that hc li.'d bicn a rcsiilunt thaphun in' 
Bxuiiia} fortj-tHo'jcsrs Mr Jainca Bouglas ■ * 



Materials ] 

-AND ISLAND. 293- 

• At -tlieii- Consullation on the 3id July 17-17, the Bombay Council 
icmark : Some part oi‘ the bandar pier being represented to us as 
icquiiiug flesh facing, it is directed that tlic same be unmcdiately set 
about and iinishcd uitha paiapot at the end in such manner as on 
occasion to admit of mounting thiec guns' the chaigc of wliieli is 
computed at about Rs. 400.^ 

In, 1750 Grose notices : Tlio fortified house (the Castle) built on the 
site of the residence of the Poitugucse Government ought to have 
been taken down and built at Mcndliam's Point. The piesent site is 
commanded bj'’ Dongri lull. The Castle was well built with regular 
gradients of stioug liaid stone. One of its bastions was called the 
tank bastion. In it was a large quantity of water. Thcic is also a 
well u-itlun the foit, but the water is not extremely good, and liable 
to be dried up in the beats. The town wall ought to have included 
Dongri as the lull commanded both the town and the castle. The 
cuitain of the wall between the bastions was very fiail. A ditch had 
been made at gicat expense and fiooded. The foit was one of the 
stiougest of the Company’s places." 

On Icai-niiig of the death at Fort St. David of Mr. Robins their 
engineer general the Coui-t in their letter of 4tli ^laich 1752, paia 78, 
write to Bombay To our unspeakable concern the filiaulloui bi ought 
us the news of tlie death of j\Ir. Robins, our late engineer general at ]'’oit 
St. David in July last. It was part of our scheme that Mr. Robins 
should take a ^^ew of our scvcial settlements on your side of India, 
and give, liis tlioughts upon the fortifications works and buildings. 
In this by the. event of liis death we are most unliappil}' disappranted. 
You are theiefore not to undcitake any expensive w'orks until you 
have our express leave for the purpose, and you aie to be full and 
explicit in dcsciibing such ivoiks, the necessity of them, and an estimate 
of their expen.'se, in doing which you aie to take to your ns.siBtancc the 
most knowing persons m such matters who may be icsidcnt at your 
Presidency.’’ 

Of the state of the outfoi’ts the Bombay Diary of the 25tli August 
17.52 has the follonung details: The President acquaints the Boaid 
tliat as, some tune ago, it was repiesentcd to him that the outforts 
■weie in a very bad state, he ordered the piwisional storekeeper, one 
of the military captains, and the first Lieutca'iiit of the train, being 
judged the most pioper people, to make a regular sun-cy of them. 
They liaving delivered him a report, dated '24. th August 1752, it is 
now read to the Board. From tliis rcpoitjt appeals that the works 
in general aie much decayed, and the greatest part of the gun carnages 
quite unserviceable. ' As the safety and preservation of the island 
so miieh depend on the artillery, it is imammously r'esoh-ed to lay m a 
quantity of timber proper to gun carnages’, as tins is deemed the 


* Bom. Gov. Con?ttlt.itioit .’iril July 17-17i Pub. Dinry 20 of 1747i 228. 

* Oro-.L-'s Voj.iao, L 40 - ,’jO 

Court to Bombay 4tli Marcli 1732 paia 78, Pub, Dcp. Court’s Letters Vol, 4 of 
1752-175G, 14. . .. - 
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cheapest season of the rear foi entering into n contiact. In regaid 
to the woiks it is agreed to defer making any altciations additions or 
repairs, but such as arc immediate]}'’ and absolutely neccssaiy foi their 
preserration, nntil n'e receive ordcis fiom the Honouinblc Company on 
this liead, for -nhosc inspection it IS oidcicd that a copy of the rcpoit 
be tiansimtted to England by the Hist tliip.^ The repoit is as follows * 
Outforts suivey icport fiom Messre. John. Hope John Stanton 
and Eiic Boling, to the President, dated Bombay 24th August" 1752 : 
Agreeable to youi Honour's oidcis icccived fiom Mr. Secretary Pi ice, 
■ne have sun’oyed the Ecxeial outfoi ts belonging to this island The 
follonmg arc such icmaiks as we appiehcnd most iivoithy of notice : 

Muhttn Tbrl, 4th Augtut 1753 


No. 

Pounder 


Itcmarlc. 



Cnt 

qr Ills 


1 

5i 

24 

2 13 

Good gim, the camngo net repairable, 
being quite rotten 

1 


24 

1 21 

Do do 

1 

5i 

24 

1 6 

Do dn 

1 

H 

16 

3 18 

The gun leiy old, tlic carnage may be 
made ucc of till anntber can be provided 
but IB very wide betwuct the cliccls, 
hcing not intended for the gun 

1 

4 

10 

3 12 

Both gun and carnage unscrMceablo 

1 

4 

10 

2 6 

Good gun, carnage not icpaitahle 

1 

4 

11 

0 12 

Good gun, carnage unserviceahle 

1 

4 

12 

3 (> 

InihfTcrent gun, carnage not tcpairahic 

1 

4 

9 

3 24 

Good giin, c.im.’igc not repairable. 

1 

5i 

24 

2 18 

Do do rotten. 

1 

3 

8 

0 0 

Do. dn uDBcniccililc 

1 


24 

3 17 

Do do not repairable 

1 


24 

0 18 

Dn do may be made use of 

until another can he provided 

1 

5i 

24 

2 4 

Do do do capsquarcs 

wonting 

1 

5i 

24 

3 26 

Good gun, anmage un'^crviccablc 

1 

0 

23 

0 27 

Do do rcp.nTahle, capsqunies 

nen wheels and axlctrcc -n.mtmg. 

1 

c 

24 

3 23 

Do do 

1 

4 

10 

3 0 

Do. do 

1 

b 

22 

S 12 

Do do 

1 

€ 

20 

3 14 

Do do 

1 

6 

22 

1 0 

Do do 

1 

G 

24 

1 7 

Good gun, complete carnage, wants only 
a Bmitli to bend one c.ipsquaru a little 
more 

1 

6 

23 

0 14 

Good gun, carnage repairable, wanting 
capsquarcs .izletira and new wheels 

1 

4 

13 

2 22 

Do do. 

1 

6 

22 

0 7 

Good gun, ouriage lepairablc wanting a^ 
the one heforo 

1 

26 

1 

2 

2 6 

Good gun, .carnage unserviceable. 


1 Bom. Gor. Coimiltation 2otb Ang, 1762, Fub Diar} S3 o£ 1712, S6S-S.'i9. 
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Jifoi tar Bedt. 

1 8-iuc1i unscrricealilo being too ligM and rotten. 

1 4i-iiioh bowitzei bod, but vcly mdiffciont. 

2 

"New quoins (or ^\'cdgcs) -wanting for the whole number of guns. 

The powder chests want to he new canvassed and dammeicd. 

Some of tlie above cariiages were never made for the guns that are 
mounted on them. The eight swivel gun-posts to be moved and short- 
ened being quite nnbandy and extremely dangerous to i e-charge the 
guns, occa'sioned by the height of their jiosition. All the gun aprons 
ought to be exchanged. 'W'ooden hoises aie icqnhed for the musquet 
cartiidges to stand on. The spunges want to be new thnimmcd. 

, New wadd netts are wanting. 

Tliirty grape shot of soits want to be rcpaiied. 

The gunpowder in magazine of tliis fort is pretty dry. 

The gunners and military stores agree with the officer's list. 

Sion Fott,5tli August 1753- 


Ko. 

[■oundcr 

WclRht. 

llGinnrkt. 



Cwt. qr. 11 k 


1 

3 

8 

0 G 

Good gun, and nevr carriage comploto. 

1 

3 

5 

3 12 

Do. do 

1 

C 

16 

3 22 

Good gun, tho caniago nt.ay bo mndo use 
of iiro'viBionnlly, but ir.'intB c.apsquarcs 
and noir 'tvlicols, likoivibo vciy ividc 

1 

3 

G 

2 22 

Good gun, tho camago Bound, but unnts 
as the foimcr, and ib too long and wide 
botwixt tbc clicckB 

1 

3 

7 

1 10 

Good gun, new enrringo complcto 

1 

3 

8 

0 22 

Do nn old but Bcrvicc.-iblo carri.'igo. 

1 

6 

16 

3 16 

Do tho c.'UTingo bcrnconblo, pi-ovi- 
bionally WiSuting aapsc^unrcB now uhocls 
and axlctreo 

1 

6 

16 

3 1 

Good gun and now carriago comploto. 

1 

G 

17 

2 21 

Good gun and Bound carriage, u anting 
capsquarcB 

1 

6 

17 

2 14 

Good gun, now camago comploto. 

1 

G 

2.3 

3 25 

Do. do. 

1 

6 

21 

1 18 

Good gun, carnage wanting only now 
wliccla. 

1 

G 

17 

3 21 

Good gim, now camago comploto 

1 

G 

17 

3 4 

Do. do. wants only a Bnutli 

to alter tho capsquares 

1 

2 

4 

0 0 

Bad gun and biid ship c.’irriago 

1 

2 

4 

2 2 

Good gun, indifferent ahip camago. 

1 

1 

2 

2 26 

Brass bwivel gun good. 

1 

18 

2 

3 27 

Do gun dismounted and unno- 

cesBOiy. 
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1 7-incIi howitzer 10 2, good field enmnge 
1 4i-iiicli brass inort.tr and one ^-indi howitzer good, but boUi 
irant new beds. 

a 

The flaw-staff is lotten in the socket, and very loose, tvants lepaiiing. 
Some large and small gun qiloins'aie -wanting. ‘ Tlie arras in this foit 
are in an indiffcicnt condition and gieatly moie than necessaiy, the 
post l»eing lelievcd monthly, the soldiers cany their aLContrements 
complete mth them. 

Thcgunpondei in the magazine of tliis foit is piett}’ diy. The 
gunners and nulitaiy stoies agree with the officei’’s hst. 

Passage Battarg, oth 1752 


'So. 

Ponndci 

Wciitbt. 

Heinir^ s. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

0 

6 

3 

1 

3 

Ort qr lbs 
10 0 0 
30 3 21 
24 2 3 

7 3 6 
12 0 

Good gun and new 01111.106 complete 

Do. do 

Do. do 

One 7-incli howitzer good, the camago 
rotten and unserricc.ible 

Good gun, scrvice,iblc canugc 

Do. swivel 


THiis s’lvivol gun to he removed, the post being lottcn, icquires a new 
one, and the threc-poundei gun, standing on tlie hank of the nVer, to 
he moved to the sepoy chaulci, it being liable whcic it stands to be nailed 
up and overset m the night time nobody being neai, at hand. New 
hand spikes and quoins required. Very necessary to make new plat- 
forms for preventing the carriages and wheels rotting, they now 
standing on the bare ground. Likewise proper to cany the paraiiet 
further out to tlie river side, and the fitinks fionhng the Tank B.ittery, 
and sepoy chaulci to he cnlaiged, that thieo guns may he ahrci^t. The 
whole battciy out of repair, seveinl paits of it being tumbled dorni. 

Triangle Batteru, 5lh Avgust 1752 


Ko 

Founder 

Weight. 

KcniarV". 

1 

c 

C'vt. qr Ib^ 
24 1 11 

Good gun, tbo oun.igc rotten and unscr- 

1 

c 

24 0 21 

Ticeablc 

pti do. 

1 

c 

24 0 23 

Do. do 

3 





Here the gnus stand on the ground so tliat the trains and wheels 
sink and must soon rot If this battcrj' is to be repaiicd it requiies 
a hank to be raised and a stone platform to he made If fianlcs are 
made to the Passage and Tank Batteries theie is no gicat need for 
tlus battery. - - - - -- 
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New .ijiions and quoinR wanted. This battery rc<inircs platforms 
j and flanks. Theie is no gun that can be brought to boar on llewa Foj't. 


t 

\ 


I 

J 

i 

i 


1 


Bcioa Foiit Sill Angxist 17SQ* 


No Pounder Weight, 


ncmorlk*) 


Gnt. qr, lbs 

4 10 2 2 Good gun and cairiagc. 

3 8 1 21 Do do 

4 12 2 lb Do do. 

4 9 3 0 Good gun and body, the c-amago loquiioe 

now wlicols 

4 12 2 14 Do do 

4 13 0 9 Good gun and cjimago 

4 13 0 20 Do. do. 

4 9 3 21 Do do. 

4 12 3 11 Do do. 

4 12 2 25 Do do. 

3 8 0 2 Do do. 

Now quoins '» anted. 

No sp.iro anus in tins fort. 

ircoZi Foit, Otli Atrgmt 1752 

4 12 3 12 Good gun, 0.1111,100 indifToicni 

4 12 3 12 Do and Ciirriagc. 

4 12 3 12 Do and caniago may bo made use 

of till another can be piovidod 
4 12 3 12 Good gun, c.iiiiagc rotten 

4 12 2 2l Good gun and carnage 

G 18 0 0 Do. do. 

G 18 0 0 Do do. 

C 17 1 14 Do- do. 

G IS 0 0 Do do. 

G 17 3 20 Do do. 

G 17 2 21 Do do. 

4 12 3 12 Do do. 

4 12 3 12. Do ’ and carriage indilTeicnt 
4 12 3 12 Good gun, the c.irriago iciy indineient. 


llflili Butlciy, otli jVugust 1753. 

•1 8 ' Good gun, tlio carnage dcc.i>ed 
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hn. 

1’otinili.r 

WcIi-lU. 

RcniarX". 



Cnt qi lli^ 


1 

G 

IG 3 15 

Good gun and now caniago comploto. 

1 

G 

15 3 12 

Do do. 

1 

3 

8 0 2G 

Good gun, Uic c<aniagc serviceable, want- 
ing capsqu<iics and new .i\lcti‘co 

1 

3 

8 0 <1 

Good gun, the carnage lotton and unsei- 
•nce.iblo 

1 

3 

8 0 2 

Do do 

1 

G 

3 

8 0 G 

Good gun, new c-inioge requued, being 
rotten in the cheeks 


I 




p JS'S-SS 
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At W.nli may be ma'lea ^ootl Kallcry. Tlic gun baling no platform 
to stand on i uns n chance of being overFot in firing, occasioned by stones 
and locks. The jiaFsago it is set in iiill not permit of one person 
pasting on cithci side. New set of ponder mcasuics to bo sent, to 
ili.it each mcasiiicfuU lie the just allowance for that soit of oidnancc, 
the call ndges filled being % cry une\ on, and, on ■weighing, seici-al of 
them gically deficient. We judge about Kirrels short on the wliolc 
of the cartndgos being 300, for which the oHiccr could not account, 
licing jcais since they wcic filled. 

The arms in this foit arc in a \ciy indiffcicnt condition. The 
gunners and military stoics agree with the oflicci's list 


Sun Fo)(, Cth August I7.>3 


No 

rounder 

WtLht, 


1 

G 

cu 

IG 

qr« IIk 

2 21 

Good gun nnd oimago but wanting ca{>- 

1 

6 

17 

2 7 

square**. 

Do rio 

1 

6 

17 

O Oj 

Po do 

1 

G 

17 

3 20 

Do do 

1 

4 

9 

2 10 

Do but mounted on .an 

1 

4 

8 

0 8 

indiiruront G-i>oundcr cam.igc 

Good gnn nnd enmage 

1 

4 

8 

0 1 

Do do. 

1 

4 

8 

1 G 

Do do. 

1 

4 

9 

3 11 

Do do. 

1 

G 

24 

0 14 

Good gun, tlic c.aiT].agc mdiiTcicnt, w.antuig 

1 

G 

17 

0 7 

new wliccls c.ipvqu.ares .and nun .lalctrcc, 
the i)ic<-cnt being lottcii 

Good gun nnd c.uT].agc 

I 

G 

17 

1 12 

Do cnrri.agc serv'iccalilc, w.antuiga>> 

1 

G 

17 

3 12 

aboic 

Do do 

1 

c 

17 

0 2b 

Do do 

1 

4 

10 

0 2 

Good gun, enmngo pcnicenblc, onlv too 

1 

4 

8 

0 11 

wide 

Good gun nnd ennange 

1 

G 

17 

1 8 

Good gun, c.ani.igc senacc.il)lc, w. anting 

1 

G 

21 

0 7 

new wheels c.apogu.arrB And new niLlciiue, 
Good gun and enmngo 

1 

G 

17 

1 18 

Good gun, c-aiTingo incliflcrcnt, being too 

19 




wide betwixt tlio cliecks, wanting ns 
.iborc. 


Higher wheels aio required for all the carnages in this foit or elfc 
the parapet to be taken off a foot lowci. As the guns aic now mounted 
it is impossible to lay the gnns low enough to do any execution nearer 
tlian at the distance of 700 or 800 j’aids. 

The two dj^-inch mortars want new beds. The gunpowder in 
magazine of tins foit pietty dry. 

The military and gunner's stoics ogicc with the oHiccris list. 
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Uuzgnon Foit, Gth Avgust 1752. 


No 

Founder 

U'cight. 

Itcmarl s. 

1 

3 . 

Cnt qr. lbs. 

8 1 2-t 

Good gun, slup cainngo ■r ciy old. 

1 

O 

O 

8 18 

Good gun, slup conugc unEcmceablo. 

2 





The plaifoims ought to be repaiied being full of holes and tom up in 
many places. 

Dongn Foi t, Gth Avgust 1732. 


No 

Pounder 

Weight. 

Biunaikb. 



Gut. qr. lb<i 


1 

3 

8 

1 0 

Good gun, cnniago very indificrent, c.ip- 
sqiuics granting. 

1 

3 

7 

3 20 

Good gun, caiiiago scn'iccablo piovision- 
ally, but wants ctipsquarcs and ncu 
axlotrcc. 

1 

O 

t> 

8 

1 13 

Good gun, carnage serviceable, wants now 
a\lcticc. 

1 

3 

7 

3 0 

Good gun, rotten and unserviceable cai 
riage. 

1 

3 

G 

2 10 

Good gun, very bad carriage. 

1 

3 

8 

3 20 

Good gun, Eomceable carriage, wanlb 
c.xpsquarea and now wheels. 

1 

9 

29 

1 0 

'Good gun and carriage. 

1 

9 

29 

3 0 

Do. do. 

1 

9 

30 

3 0 

Do. do 

1 

9 

20 

3 0 

Do. do. 

1 

18 

50 

1 9 

Do. , do. wants new n^k■tlce. 

1 

18 

48 

3 14 

Good gun and caniagc complete. 

1 

9 

30 

2 7 

Do. do. 

1 

6 

23 

3 0 

Good gun, c.'unagc wide but seiviceablc. 

1 

6 

23 

0 7 

Good gun and c.aTiagc. 

1 

6 

2-t 

1 14 

Do. & cam.igc Ecrvaceable but too u idc. 

1 

G 

23 

0 14 

Good gun,' carnage unsemccable. 

Good gun,' c.UTJ.age indiiTcrent, now a\lc- 
tico wanting. 

1 

G 

23 

2 0 

1 

19 

6 

24 

0 7 

Good gun, rotten carnage. 


The u heels in geneial arc good, but most of the caniages require new 
axletiee?, the present being absolutely too slight for sncli heavy metal. 
The tank to be lepaucd, the wood work being entirely rotten and liable 
to fall in. 

New lanyai'ds wanting for the aprons. Powder mcasuies to be 
sent The gun cartridge'? want to be started and measuied over 
again, being a long wliilc since it was done. The gunpowder in the 
magazine of this foit pretty dry. 

The gunners and military stoics agree with the oflicejL''s list. 
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Titcach DiiUetti, iCth Atrjusl 17o2 


>•(1 

roundel 


IlcinvCs. 



Cirt. qr. lUi 


1 

o 

4 S 4 

Good gun, indiflLicnt c.irringc. 

1 

o 

4 1 

Do. scriiLC.d>1c c.iii]iigc. 

1 

1 

2 1 27 

Do. mounted on a bu i\ cl. 

1 

1 

2 2 18 

Gun inucli uorn, niuuntcd on a e\ii\c1. 

i 





On Ixiltcij’ aie llucc empty cmlnasuics. The Lallci > i*; ^\oll 
pa^cd If rc(piiicd to be of any fcimcc mii&t ha%c hcaiiei metal 
and tn o angle cmbinsuics to be cut out of the parapet. 


IPou II H'nF, SOtli Auguit lTCi2 


No 

roumlir 

•\VtiJit 

lUiimrls 

1 

9 

Cni 

37 

qr IM 

0 11 

.. Sanda) I’m 

1 

9 

37 

0 7 

1 Good guns and nun- cam.igu'*. 

1 

9 

28 

2 11 

3 




UnllLty l‘ii 1 

1 

32 

01 

0 21 

"1 Thu guns mounted on this battery aro all 

1 

32 

09 

3 14 

{irutly good, although old , tlic u;im.igL« 
nicnlso ■iui^ice.’iblc, c\cci>loiio nluih 

1 

32 

01 

0 21 

1 

32 

00 

0 0 

K ^cty bad. The merlon (p.impcli of 

1 

32 

01 

0 0 

tlio (irst 32-poundcr gun to the left is 

1 

32 

SO 

2 5 

y must tumbling dnnn, not Imiiig ils 

1 

32 

SO 

1 12 

projicr length and dist.uico fiom the 

1 

02 

00 

3 7 

cmbnisiire. Ken- Epirc cani.igcs ought 

1 

32 

00 

1 11 

to hu made, the guns being hu.i \7 .uid 

1 

18 

19 

2 26 

most of the cnni.-igis, though scnicc- 
.ible, inctly old. 

10 




liiii/al JSuttnu, 

1 

18 

41 

U 0 

Gou<I gun, bad cairiagc. 

1 

18 

44 

0 21 

Do. do 

1 

18 

14 

1 21 

Do. do, no Ciipsqu.iic':. 

1 

18 


3 0 

Po. indiilcrunt Csiiiiagc, no ca])- 

1 

18 

45 

0 0 

Do do 

1 

18 

so 

1 17 

1 All indiirercnt catn.igcs, no capsquarcs 

1 

18 

39 

2 19 

V nor tram irons, and ceiy bolncen 

1 

18 

40 

1 4 

J the chcehs - ^ 

1 

18 

41 

1 17 

Good gim and cani.ige, no capsquarcs. 

1 

18 

52 

0 0 

Po. ixidifleruiit cniriagcp no c.ip- 
Wllln^c^ 

1 

18 

50 

1 D 

Good gim, new cairingc. 

11 






All the nhccls heic must of nceos<sity lot poonor than oidinaiy, as 
no f-cuppci holes are inoAidcd at the foot of the parapet for the natci 
to iiin out. 

The topnoik, nlieic the old casemate wa®, ought to ho lc\ellcd uilh 
the ic'.t of the parapet. On occasion it mil do iiilinite mischief and at 
no time is it of scimcc. 
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fTown TJ’a??, 20lh Aitgus( 17S8. 


Ko 

rounilct 

n’oight. 

Itcmarks. 



Cut, qr ]l)s. 

Boijal Bastion. 

1 

18 

39 2 39 

Good guii, had carriage. 

1 

18 

CO 2 21 

£> 0 . indifTeicnt caiaiagc, wanting 
arpsquarcB and tiain uonx. 

1 

9 

29 2 0 

Good gun, enmnge Ecrviccahlo till nnotJici 
can he provided. 

1 

9 

29 2 4 

1 ) 0 . do. 

1 

9 

40 2 0 

Good gnn, carnage scn'icc.rhlc. 

1 

9 

29 0 0 

Do. caiiiogc nerv. 

1 

9 

31 3 14 

Do. and catringc. 

1 

9 

30 2 21 

Do. do. 

1 

9 

30 2 14 

Do. do. 

1 

38 

CO 2 5 

Do. carnage indifibrciit, W'anting 
caxisqtinies and tram irons. 

1 

33 

38 

CO 1 23 

Good gun, rotten caiTingc. 


Chapter IV. 

Fortifications 
and Buildings. 


Town Wall, 
1752. 


Hero aic two empty embrasure'?. On each side of the Apollo G.atois 
requiied a gun, mounted to defend the gate, beic aic cmbiasures and 
platfoims for them. 

Totoii Iran, SOtli Auffiut 1732 


No 

ronndcr 

Weight. 

UcmnrVa. 

■ 


C«t. 

qr, Iba. 

JfaiViajovgh Bastion 

fl 

9 

23 

2 14 

Good gun, indiiTeicnt caningc, w.’inting 
capsquaTCB and tram irons. 

3 

9 

24 

0 4 

Do, do. rotton wheel'?. 

1 

9 

30 

0 19 

Good gun, indiilorent canidgc, wmituig 
capsqu.ires and tram irons. 

1 

9 

22 

2 14 

Do, do. 

1 

0 

30 

2 0 

Good girn, Boiviceahlo carnage, no caii- 
squaies. 

1 

9 

29 

2 23 

Do. do. 

1 

0 

22 

1 4 

Good gun, tho hody of the Ciiriiago scrricc' 
ahlc, no c.ai>squaie8and tlicrvlicolB rotten. 

1 

■1 

27 

3 7 

Do, do. 

m 

■ 


• 

Sianhope Bastion. 

1 

B 

.31 

0 7 

Good gun, Bcmccnhlo carnage, wantmg 
c.apsquares and tr.iin irons. 

1 

9 

20 

0 IG 

Do. do, one whcol rotton. 

3 

c 

15 

1 10 

Do. do, wnntmg only oapsunarc.s. 

3 

G 

25 

0 8 

Do. do. 

H 

9 

2G 

1 9 

Good gun, indiiTciont carnage, wanting 
only capsquarcs. 

B 

9 

29 

3 0 

Good gun, the caniago wanting oapsquareb, 
and tram irons. 

B 

9 

27- 

3 0 

Do. do. 

B 

9 

20 

1 0 

Good gun, scmcoahlc camage, 

IToio aio two omptyomhiasiuos. 
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Chapter IV. 

Fortifications 
and Buildings- 

Town 

175.*. 


T“i'n lift//, Snih .tvyuft I'.j’’ 


^0 

PttunOcr 

WfUh" 


III ■ll.llk* 

] 

1 

r. 

G 

CHt qr* 

27 ri 8 
18 3 21 


C/ll’) > It Btitinlt. 

1 

fi 

18 3 7 


IIcic lire ‘ill pwKl pnii ninimli'd on ffifM! 

1 

fi 

2t 1 11 


conipb'toi miip’* Vdiirfiriiil y tmlim- 

] 

G 

19 0 0 


on i-icli »ii1l‘ of tin n-itc, oiiglil to 
Imo n gim inoimtid in e icli. 

1 

G 

18 3 21 


1 

1 

8 

G 

G 

18 0 21 
23 1 7 


1 

9 

31 2 0 

'.Vb )i t’ Iltitlnm. 

Gtiml pin, •■miLi iMo i.htukc, nnmnn: 

1 

9 

30 2 0 

ciji'finin-’s -mil Iriiii iri>ii‘ 

Indillunnl pin, oM ImiI ^•■nKClllIl■ rir- 

1 

G 

no 2 11 


n ige, wanting c.ip'-'in in. end tr.iin imn* 

1 

f; 

2.3 0 0 
23 2 7 
21 2 0 

Goofl pins mill nil the t irnngi s in seiy 

1 

G 


goDfl condition. 

1 

9 

2G 1 7 

J 


1 

9 

2G 2 0 

ClfMxl pin, sen iccililc c.iiTi!ig>', but iin 

8 

1 

9 

31 0 0 

cip'siiuin.''. 

Snn'fin • 

GothI pm, iiiilinriTcnt L.irnn(,’c, -’inotliL-r 

1 

9 

32 2 34 

niii'-t be pnniilcfl. 

Good pm ivnil Lamiuni ^\i<nling cip'iiuari’i 

1 

9 

31 2 ^ 


and train iruxis. 

Do, do 

1 

9 

27 1 7 


Do. indiGcrcnt carri-ige. 

1 

9 

29 0 29 


Do, nnd csrmgc. 

1 

9 

22 0 7 


Du. Bcn icoable uirrngi-. 

1 

9 

31 0 21 


Do nnd camngo w-iiiting only cap 

1 

9 

23 0 17 

pqnarcs 

Good gun, frcmccpblc caningo v anting 

1 

9 

27 0 0 

CAji'^qiiarc?* 

Good gun, sndiiTcrcnt carriiigou ' * 

9 

7 

9 

2.J 3 11 

Pfinro'e Ba^'ion. 

Good pm nml cnin-'ise. 

1 

9 

30 2 0 


Do. lints Iiigbcr wheels 

1 

C 

25 0 11 

' 


1 

G 

18 3 0 


.Good guns nnd good coinplcto c images. 

1 

1 

fi 

G 

19 0 14 
21 0 3 


jood pill, indirran;nt carnage. 

1 

G 

21 2 7 


Do. nnd carn.ige. 

1 

1 

9 

0 

9 

23 3 7 
29 2 0 

1 

■ Good guns and camnges. 




lilaterinis.] 
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T-Iere are tv^o ompt}' embrasures. On aicli side ol the bazfir gale 
onght to be a gun mounted in defence of the gate. The parapet on 
the light is very much decayed. 

Town WaV, 20tli Avgast 1752. 


Koi 

PoundiT 

1 

G 

1 

G 

1 

9 

1 

G 

1 

G 

1 

G 

1 

9 

1 

9 

1 

9 

1 

9 

1 

9 

11 


1 

G 

1 

G 

2 


1 

9 


9 

2 





iVcigiit 


Cnt. (|r. lli<! 
21 2 21 

22 1 0 
30 2 14 
22 1 21 
23 0 17 
17 0 20 

27 0 0 
37 0 0 
22 3 22 
0 0 
1 14 


38 

37 


19 0 0 
17 2 12 


29 3 0 
29 3 21 


ItcninrlB. 


Old MAndvi Bastion. 

Good gun, bcn’icciiblo c.iniagc, wanting 
capsquiirc*. 

Do. _ do. 

Good gun and carriage. 

Do. w.intjng only capsqnnics. 
Do. do. 

Good gun, indiftoront enmaga, wanting 
ciipsquarcs and train irons. 

Good gun, c.'iiTingo iranting capsquorca. 
Do. do. 

Do. do. 

j-Good guns and coinploto Ciiningcs. 

IIcio aro two empty cmlir.'isiircs. 

Two Gun Battery. 
j- Good guns and cam.'igcs. 

Kero Jfdndri. 

I Good guns and cannigcs. 


Chapter 1V> 

Fortifications 
and Buildings. 

Town 

1702. 


Here is one empty embiasuie. The works round tho town wall aic 
kept m a very dirty condition, wliieh occasions tlie destruction of the 
wheels, and ti.ain of the carnages, the platforms being good but full of 
earth and grass, the embrasures .and merlons (parapets) being filled with 
weeds and grass, and the ramparts shamcfally torn up by tlio hogs. 

Butcher 'a Island, 21st Avgust 1752. 


Ko. 

PiSHh'kr 

« Mciiilil. 

RrinarlB. 

1 


Cni. C|r. Ibr 

23 0 0 

Good gun, tlio carriisgo strong onongli, but 

1 

5t 

51 

24 

1 25- 

no capsqnaics and tram ironii. 

Do. do. 

1 

2.-) 

0-0 

Do. do. 

1 

gT 

28 

1 6 

Do. do. 

1 

4 

13 

0 7 

Do. do. 

1 

4 

13 

1 2 

Do. do. 

1 

4 

14 

0 G 

IndilTcrcnt gun and carn.'igc. 

1 

4 

12 

2 0 

Good gun, indificicnt B]iip-c.siil<sgo not fit 

8 




for tlio gun. 
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Island, 

1752. 
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Chapter IV. 

Fortifications 
and Buildings. 

Biiti lier’s 
Islinil, 
1752 . 


Chief Kn!;inccr, 
175 J. 


IIcic is a wooden tank made unscrviccablo by the while ants. Tt 
ought to bo taken up and a tciiacc tank made in the towoi in its 
loom. 

The powder heie keeps veiy diy, but the magazine is in the middle 
o£ the towel, which being not above four feet deep aud no tuiningi., 
lendois it csticmel}’ dangeions If oceiasion icquiies a ;.mai t engage- 
ment n ith the oidnance, it will be liable to be foiccd in fioin the 
iccoil of the guns. 

Tlie foicgoing is a tine state of the" oiitfoits and works heloiiging 
to this island. We shall take pei mission to rcmaiknhat we judge fuithoi 
woithy youi Honour’s obseiration. Notwithstanding the powder in 
geneial bolongmg to the magazines is piett)' dij’, yet it is much clogged 
both in tlic bands aud eailiidges and ought to bo biought donii .and 
staitcd, and a fiesh siippl}' of new powdei sent in its loom. Tliat on 
weiglung fcveial cailndges ive found laige dcfieieneies, fiom which, 
ivith the indiifcienoy of the powder, it was impossible to do the execu- 
tion expected fiom the weight of metal. The fiist pait: of this we 
presume to think might bo easily icmcdicd by your Honom’’s oidcrs to 
the oiliccis and guuncis on their ichcnng each othci' to examme moic 
stnctl}’’ into then stores This at piescnt we have loo much icason to 
think IS not the case. Appaicntly a list of stoics is handed fiom one 
to aiiotlicr thiough foim, without fuithor inspecboii. As all the foils 
havopiopei pon der measuies foi the different metal, tins should admit 
of no such fiivolous excuses as aie made use of at picsent. The well in 
this foit haling not been cleaned for some ycais, the lilth lendcis the 
water unseiMceable ^ 

Bcfoic issuing oidcrs on the above lepoit the Court in Mai eh 
1753 appointed two ofliceis, one styled Engincci Geneinl of all the 
pcttlcmeuts in India, the otliei Chief Enginoei of the Bombay 
Picsidenoy. In then letter to Bomliay, of the lltli Maich, paras 78, 
7fl, 80, and 120, the Comt wiite : We have appointed Caiohnc 
Ficdcnck Scott Esquiie Engineer Gcncial of all our settlements in 
India Wo have also appointed Jaques do Eunck Esquiie to bo 
Captain of tlio company of artilleiy at our Picsidenoy of Bombay, and 
likewise Clucf Engineoi of tlie said Picsidenoy. 

Captain dc Punck is to take an exact suivey C'-all oiii forbfic.atious 
and woiks,and gne his thoughts upon tlie natuie and condition of them, 
and nhethcr any and what alterations addibons oi amendments aie 
nccessaiy to be made This together mth the estimates of the expense 
of such alterations additions or amendments is to be laid lief ore yon fiom 
bme to time, apd afteiiraids transmitted to us ■until yom' observations 
Woiks absolutely necessarj' and not attended with laige expense maj* 
lie set about immediately. But bcfoic you entei upon expensive -worlm 
you must ■wait for our duections. 

Captain de Punck, who is a veiy slalful engineei, is in general to do 
and pei form whatever appcilains to that post under your ducetious 


’ Fub Diary 25 of IT^-i 239 - 2C8. 



Mate! inis ] 


AXl) ISl.AKl), 


ao!) 


llul you me to obsono that if Colonel Pcott shall al any time come 
to vour PicskIchcv, Caplain cle I’mick miM duiing Colonel ffeoll’s 
stay act in siihoi dinalion to him as Jilngincci Gciicml as hefoi-e 
mcnlioued. 

You are to jiay Capt,'un cle Fiinelc fort.\ pmimls a year for lii^ 
fcn’icc': as engineer ovci and ahmc tlie cslahli'hed jiay of Ino liiindied 
pounds a*' Captain of the artillci \ 

On the Ist of Doeoinhcv ITo.'i the Bomhav Government lepoiled to 
the Coiiit Upon the airiial of Captain do Ftinelc no diiccled him to 
take an c\act sui\('i of all the foitifieat ions and noiks and guc* Ins 
thoughts upon the natuic and condition of them with what alleiations 
or addition<i might he ncce'-sary and in gcncial to comply with loiir 
Honours’ commands. lie has hilheito been able to make little juogie*-*' 
theiein." 

Befoic the ahoye piogicss rojmrl icachcd them, in the noKt year 
lifit, the Court of Diicctois made (otli Apiil) the following leniaiks 
on (lie Bombay ‘•nrvey of the outfoits and gnn-oa mages • AVe Iiaie 
inspected the re])orl of the siir\ey which you cau*-cd to he taken of 
the foi (ificaiions and outwoihs ujion the island ol Bombay, and 
tiansinittcd to iis by llie Slufhnni. AVeaie ‘•oiiv to lind ino‘>l of (hose 
foils ai(* in a niinons and had condition, and tliat in gonoi.il the 
gun c.T.iiiages are doc.iyod and olIiciway*> un'-er\ icoahlc Uiion the 
whole veil lit tie atlcntioii seems to have been paid to keeping the soyoiiil 
w'oiks ii]nin the inland in such a condition as to nii'^wcr the iniijio'-os 
foi wliicli Ihe.v Iia\c fiom lime to iinic been al gicat e\j)ciise ci octet]. 
The neglect of bestow mg the nceo'saiy lep.-ins at pio]ior times will 
now we aic aCi'.iid ]iioye a lic.-ivy huithon upon ik Undoi llio'-c 
ciicunisl. necs wo think onrsclvos foilnnate in sending you last season 
such an .able cngiiieor a*- Ca])tain dc Fuiitk In oiir Ictloi of the 
1 I ill ^tr.'iKh l7.■•o anil weio actpuiinlcd he was to t.akc an exact siiivoy 
tif till our fortilieatioiis and avorks and gia'o his tlioughts upon the 
natmc and conditions of tlicni, and aaliat altciations additions and 
amendmcnls aie ncccs'-aia. 'I'hc'e looellici aiith eslimtitcs of the 
c\]jo]i<-e of such altcr.itions additions and .iniendinenls aie to he laid 
heloie you fiom time ij^tinie anti li.aiismiltctl to iis avilli your ohseiaa- 
tions tlicicoii. Befoie aaecan give' any ]iiecisc oideis we niiisl. sec 
the result of onr above diieotions. Jloaaoa'cr, a’ou aic in the moan- 
time ompoweied to ‘•el about, ana' woiks th.il sh.dl ajijtoai to a'ou ujion 
!i stiict iiir[nii'y to he absolutely necessary for the defence of the jil.ace, 
and the defeiihig whcicof may ho attended aaitli dangoions conscqucncos, 
AA'e 'oh^ci ve yon had laid in timber piopci for gun-cainagcs, and avc 
hope, hetorc this re.iclies .you, you aa'illlm'c completed the mounting of 
all the aitillery 01 at le.ist of so many as .aic iieccssaiy. If not a on 
must proceed iheroupoii aa'itli the utmost expedition.'’ 


Chapter IV 

Foitiflcations 
and Buildings. 

Cliiir I.ii^inccr, 

iT.au 


SarM'y of 
rortifii’nlions, 
17.1 ». 


' CniirL to Tiomliavl Uli Mnitli 175.1 paras 78- 80 and 1-0, I’ut. Dep Cuiiil'hL. 
Vol 4 of J752- 17.70, R8, 102. - 

® Hoiiiliay to -Court 1st l)cq 17.73 piii.i 01, Pul>, Dtp LcUuis to Com t V<il 2 of 
J7J'»-]7.71, 2fi.7 

^Ciimtlo ]3oinl)a\ .'(li Ajnil 17-71 p'u.i 101, Piil» Pop Couit's TJolt(T^ Vul. lot 
177-'- 17.7'!, 1 Ii:J - If'l. 

li IS'!-'!') 



300 


BO^iJBAY TOWN 


Lllistoiical 


Chapter IV 

Foitifications 
and BuildiiiE^s 

Biiirlnr J’loi 
and Doiks, 
ITS! 


Ill paias 106 , 107 , and lOS of the eimic du'-patch the C<niitadd' 
It Ini'S been lepicsenlcd to us that the bandai pici head at pictent 
luns baicly half way to low' watei inaik which pievents the Inggane 
and olhci boats landinjj gooda till lialf Hood, and that coii'Pipiontly 
they cannot stay foi iceeiiing goods foi shiiijung Inngei than half ebb 
It likewise has been icpiesented to us that anothci gioat lundiance to 
the desiiateh of busiii-ss antes fiom the pieis being sq shoit and 
iiai 10 w, that when «cvoial lesscls mipoit toRothei thcie is not looni 
Eufficient to woik at the cianes These difliciiUics ma_\ be lenicdicd 
by limning the same piei out to low watei maik, by whiih meins 
goods mav be landed oi expoited at all times of tlio tide. You aio 
aeeoidingly heicby dnccled to set about so useful and necess.ny a 
w oik without delay 

It has been fiiithoi icinesented to us that the docks and maiine 
yaid aic extiemcly exposed to all cueinics hanno no secuvity fiom 
the battci \' piei to the foi t, and tliat when the bandar- jnci is earned 
out as luenlioned in the pieceding paiagiaph, a lery small expense 
will bo fmlhci inclined in caiiimg on piles and iiinning a boom 
aeioss Fiom this a double adi.intagc will follow It will scenic 
(lie town which in that pait is defenceless, it will abo in a gicat 
measuie pieient descition, which we aio told oflen happens, bv the 
Eumpeans luniiing away w'ith oui boats in the niyht, as thcic is 
nothin4 to impede then going out This Ihcicfoic appealing to us to 
be a w oik likewise absolutely neccscaiy, you aie hciohy dnected to 
complete it as soon as von liave can icd out the bandai piei as betoie 
due<.*tcd As the hofoicracntioncd w'oiks will be attended with an 
expense, w-e shall depend upon youi caie and best endeavoiiis to keep 
it within as loasonable hounds as the natuic of them will admit ^ 

About the close of the year 1751 ' Goxeininenl appiovcd the additions 
and alteiatioiiF to the piei head and dock pioposcd by the siipoiiii- 
tondent - 


In the next month in eonsidciation that the woiks to be oiiiied 
on at tlie piei head will leqniie a stiiet attondance of a paj niastei 
to ovcilook the labouieis, and as tins additional Feiiico appeals too 
gi eat a hill then for the land paipiastei’s off o, the Boaid nominato 
Jh llioinas Bj feld to tins sqix k-c 

Cnpt'iin dc Fimck's the hcoiniung of 1755 the Com t complain of the 'want of a 

Sumo, icpoit by Captain de Funck on the piiivoy he was to make of the 

IT.Vi foitifications On the 26 tli Maich the Couil w'lito For want of the 

=111 icy will! h Captain de Fimck xvas to take of the foitifications and 
woiks at Bombay it is miposbihlc for us to foim any idea of their 
condition so as to give any iiaiticiilai diicctioDK thcicupon But we 
1 epeat our commands to you to set about anj woiks tliat shall appear to 
you upon a stnet enqmi^' to be absolutely necessary for the defence 


^ Court to Homliny filli Apiil 1754 lOS Pul) Dep Court s Letters 

Vol J of 1752-175(>, l(jt»-H)7« 

-Korn Go> Diiir\ ITitli Ool 1754, Vul) Pi.m* 27 of 17’il, 2^8 

CioA I5lhXo\ 175J, Puh. Piin,\ 2/ of 175J, J 10 
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o£ "the place. Tli i^of more cou!«equciice lliat Midi woiks f-liovild be 
iimdicd out of Jiaiul, a*! llic present .Mtnation of affaii.s liciwccii tlie 
ISnglisli and I’lcncli nations seems to be at a ensi.s and ni pindencc the 
worst event, we mean an open ruptine, ought to he pro\ided against. ‘ 

In a letlci dated Ist July 17oo Captain do Punch piomises to 
submit to Govcinmout his full icpoit of Ins survey of the 
foitiiicatious on the island Ilcsajs AVilh leg.aid to the description 
of the survey of the fortitications on this island, tlicii p]e^ont condition, 
together nith the alterations and additions I may judge neccs'^ary, 
the same shall be laid he'oic your Honour on Tuesday next, in as 
full a manner as the time ivill peimit of, and as soon as possible 
aftcnvauls I nill deliver youi Honour a plan of them, and a more 
paiticular descriphon." 

On the 23id September 175.5 Captain dcFunck submits the follow ing 
icpoit : As I lately iceeivcd veibal diiections from the Jlonouinble the 
Picsident to deliyci in a dcscriiilion of the state of the castle and town 
of Jlomhaj', ivith the woihs absolutely ncces.sarv to be immediately set 
about for the better defence thereof, 1 now enclose the same to your 
Honour and Council and shall in a slioi t time pie.sent you with the 
diffcient plans mentioned in the said description. In the meantime 
that no o])i)ortunity m.ay lie lost in getting the piopei mateiials in 
leadiness, I have ahiidged to the end thcicof the works that aic 
moic immediately noccssaiy to be set about, and shall be leady to give 
any attendance oi diioction m the fiiitherancc thoicof as your Honoui 
maj in youi good oinnion think piopci to ontiust mo with the inspec- 
tion of.’’ 

Dcsciiption of Ilomhay and its fortifications by Captain .Tacciucs do 
Punek 17.')5; A deseiiption of Doinbay town and castle mtli the 
disadvantage of Dongii hill as the situation st.inds, how built and 
fortified at picscnt, likewise how the same w'oiks arc to bo .amended, 
for its better delenee, sun eyed in the ye.ar 3755 

The plans show' the tow'n and c.astle of Bombay, w ith the situtation 
of Dongri Foil, exaeth' incasuied. 

Horn bay tow'n be.aiii\o south of Bombay fsland, is fitiuated on very 
low' gi ound close to the w atcr opjiositc to the harboui, and foi tificd with 
a castle and other irregular W'alls in form of bastions, surrounded with 
a W'ot ditch, and commanded by a hill called Dongii. 

Tins tow'll encloses a spot of giound about 739,-100 square yards, the 
most ptait of which IS t.ikcn up by a number of sm.*!!! houses and gaidcns 
with their stieots, formed according to this country method in an 
iiicgulai manner. The Honouiablo Company’s houses and magazines of 
stoics and goods aic shown by the drafts with a fuither explanation. 
The' foi tifieation by the band .side of this town is composed of seven 
polygons, formed irregular and constincted to diffcient bastions, namely 
iive bastions ordinarily called IMarlboiough, Stanhope, Chuich, IPrincc’s, 


M.'oiiit lo Homlinv "fith Jlnirh ir.'i" pun T’lil) Drp Cn\u('s L Vol 1 of 17.''2- 
IVoS, 217 -215. -'V. I'l.iiv JSof i7Vi, I’lil* Dui.. ol 17 .m, ll'd 350. 
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and JIdndii bastions, and two lia'.tion'! tion'inei (oi dcini Ija'^lion-') 
called tlio Moms' and Biininn Ijastions, and one otlici half bastion, called 
the Koval ba'-lion All ili^FO bastions aic 30incd b'yeLliei, nifh the 
^ame numbei of ‘•in^le walk oi eiii tains, and the n liolc sin rounded 
with a small net ditch 'lliis ditch is made pas-.ible at noiih, nc-t, 
and fcoiith hi thieo stone budges, opiio'-ito to ninth aic tliice gates, 
called the Baz.ii . Chuieli, and Apollo gates, as aiipeais by the di.iffc 

Scan aid this ton n is foitificd nith a castle, and to the nghl and left 
o£ the e.^stle f-eme otlici walls and detached batteiies The castle 
IS c.alloJ Bombay Castle and is ^itiuted on a low gioundy about the 
middle pait of the ton n, clo<-c to a bed of locks in the sea oJlpo^ltc the 
haihour and is foimod in the tig.iic of a tiape/oid which is eonstiued 
into foul Ijjibtions called the Flag, Biah-liee, Tank, and C.iiahei b.-ustions 
These bastions aie .imned by the same numN'i of cuit.iins Bound the 
polygon intciior ol this castle aic some buildings fm lodging a small 
pait of the enil and militaiv, besides the houses fm the (toiciiioi's 
Connell 11 oom, and piibhe oflices ot aeeompta lit, societaiv, stoics, .and 
tie.asHiy Cndci the nail of this foit aie ni.igaziiics foi pondci and 
pioMsion namely Undci the south eurl.iin is .1 niagiuinc e.illed the 
Pi oof magazine, c.apahle of holding foin hiindied Iiaucls of ponder 
Undci the Bi.ih-tico bastion is a ni.igaziue of the sime name, capable 
of holding one bundled and sc\entv-luo Iciiiek of pondei Uiulei the 
T.iiik bastion is a inaga/inc tailed the Gi.iiid magazine, callable of hold- 
ing tin ee bundled and seicnty Uiiicls ol pondei A hit lo below the 
tlaiik ot the Tank liastion aie two maga/ines called the Flonci-tiee 
magazines, one cap.ihle oi holding tn 0 hnnilied baiick of pon tlei and ilio 
othci litty haiiels Two of them aic constiiicd n ilh a tank of watei , 
opposite each dooi of them, .isshonnsopaiatelybvtliediaft.andagieit 
Avatci t.ink hes oiei the middlcavf the Iwstion of the same name ])onii 
below, bef 01 e the south polygon has been begun a small ditch nitli a 
Eimall pait of a coveicd nay 

Between tins silo of the Castle and the half Instion Kojal, me thico 
batleiies fionting lo the luiboni, called Roial, MiiiiiiDPiei,nnd Jjanclai 
Piei The Hoi al hattciy 1*! f-iliuted upon a bed of locks fionling the 
ha'houi, and is joined on one side hi iho point of the Roisil Kistion mid 
on the olhei by a communicated line to the jMaiii'c'Pici Battg^v , these tn o 
lines fiiim togcthei a single tcnaillc 01 ditch 11 oik The AlainiePici 
luttciy IS joined 111th the abovenientioned tciimllc, and hes upon a point 
oi lociv close to the eutianee of ono side of a duck, and fmms a soil t>f half 
ledoulit, the f.icc of iihith fronting the liaihoni is a little cuiied, and 
the other tiio side lines foiniasoit of flanks This katteiy has .1 
little soutciiani foi a small tinantitj of pondei, nliicli is separately 
fchoini by the plan 

Between this Maiine Piei Ixilteiy and the Castle lies the B.aiidar 
Pier batteiy detached fiom the icst, in foim of a tiumcan 01 pici and 
constructed in fiont of a budge by .a single line of thiee cmhiasiiies 
This hiidge piojects into the sea L '50 feet ojiposite the middle- part of 
tlie Honouiahlc Companj't bandar naielimise 

Between iho olhci side of the castle and jM.IndM liaslion aic two 
batteiies called the New Mandii and Ihc Tno-giin li.illeiie'. The New 
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IMjikIm baltoiy lies oppusitc the Comiiany’s custom house fionhu" 
the linihom inthefoim ot’ ii single hue, constructed with two emhiasures, 
light and left, by the side of an aiipaiell (or niasonry wall i*). The Two- 
gun balte.-v IS placed upon a high wall n Inch is joined by a gate fi om the 
New !^^s1nd\l battery It likewise is joined by the other end with the 
tlaiik ol the ManJvi bastion nlnch the diaft n ill shew more parti- 
cul.iilv. Hy the outside of this tower, overlooking the town and castle 
of llombay, is '■ituateda lull called Dongii bearing iioiih 33J laidsfiom 
the jMandM bastion. The hill ri«os dote by the water side, opposite the 
harbour, being 19 J feet high, taken hoi izonlally w ith the foot of the 
M and \i bastion 

This lull IS foi tified wdth a tower. To the noilh sule iL is joined 
with .1 small towel w'orkAiluch is constructed with a half tower and 
one bastion bound together w'lth thiee single lines oi curtains Itoiind 
the inteiior of this foi tilled woik aie some small bnildings foi the 
inililaiy stoics and commanding ollieer. Likewise thcic arc two water 
tanks, one m the tower and another upon the curtain ncai the half 
towel, and one powdei magazine is joined b\ the outside of this foit in 
view to the land side This fort is inostli snrroniidcd close hy the land 
side with a niunbei of conntiy houses and hedges. An old Calholie 
chinch also lies oi)po.sito the iioilh side of tins foit 

The town of Ilnmbai is likewise by the land ndc sniioundcd clofc 
neai the whole ditch witli a gic.it numher of houses, jiagodas, streets, 
gaidens, hedges, and ticcs, inhabited and cnltivatcil by the conntiy 
]ieoj)lo, those bouses hedges and tioos giving piojier eovcied way for 
the enemy on aiiv occasion Tlic defence of tins town's fuitilications 
c.innot be otliei w ise than very indiltcient and we.ik, as the constnic- 
tion of the woiks lias not any connection oi baimony one with anotliov 
to be of eiinal stieugth and conseipience. The fovtilieatioiis c.imiot as 
they ought make an equal defence over all, but give an enemy the 
oppoiLumty to picfoi tlie attack upon the weakest side. 

The polygon oiiposile the llazili g.ate of this town wall is moio weak 
and more mif-en iceable than any of the olhei iiolygons by the land side 
of this foitilieation Ilecanse the face of the Mitiuhi bastion is not to 
he seen from any of the ollici lines of tins polygon, .Tind of consequouce 
IS not to be flanked oi defended as the other lines, and, as all fortified 
woiks in genoial ought to he, this polygon ought necossauly to he made 
cqnalh' defensible with the others ,pjmod to it I’lie othei jiolygons at 
the kind side of this town aie tolerably well defended by slioi t flanks 
of tw'o embiasiires But these flanks have not a sutTicient length foi 
the polygons as the flank is the best line in all fortifications and docs 
the best sciviee on any defence All the curtains round this wall aic 
out of pioportion by being constructed too long wliicli makes the mo.st 
jiait ot its length to second flanks sennceablc only for small aims. 
Tlic thickness of the paiapct round this wall is variable At tlie cur- 
tains it is sis feeb, and at the bastions double as thick, neither of 
w'hich is -of suflicieiit thickness. Tins p.napet ought over all to be 
eighteen feet thick besides its talus or real slope. Tlieic is not any 
leason wli}' the paiapot upon the curtains should ho loss thick than the 
paia]ict upon the bastions, since the cm lams of ilie tower arc as imicli 
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cxpo'-cd aoaiii--t an LTieim ’s liattcry as llic Lice and miicli moie Ilian the 
flanks of the Uistion As this mentioned line oi ciutain is not as it 
ought to he covciccl hy anv othci outwoik oi ia\chn it is the moie 
iieeessaiy it c-hoiild have a good tluclnie«s to re-ist the cnenii’s flic 
Though the diteli make-- the tow 11 walls moie eapahle o£ defence, it 
IS iieithci deep nor hioad enough nor f-iifliciuntly icgiilai to the woiks 
A covcied wav should Ik* ma'le loiiiid this work, and a letieit lavehn 
opposite each gate. The town would then he moie lespcctahle as the 
enemy in such case could not laiso any hattciy opposite the gate as 
IS now piacticahlo It is likewise neccssaiy to have a diawhiidge at 
each gate, tlieic henig none at pieseiit 

The houses and hedges aie so clo'O lound the woiks that it is nccos- 
taiy to deal liuthoi louiid them, as an enemy may make appioachcs 
to the woiks iin'cen to the town's gicat disadvantage The dcfeuMhlc 
pai(s of the town walls to the haihuni side aic of the same 'natmo as 
explained of tlioie on the land side The Castle is not coiistiuclcd in a 
mannei to make a siiilieiciit defence Any hatlciy h3'land oi h^' walei 
is able to iiiiii the wall of thisfinfc m anj* pait of its polignii, hefoic it 
IS capable to dismount anv gun ol tlic batteij' opposite below', because 
its woiks. lie too high, and cannot make anj' lioiizoiitalflic against such 
ail object If tins loit oi easlle could he (.uiiouudcd hj' a lowei wall lu 
foim ofateiasse Imtiso oi sloping paiapel, it w’onldhe a gicat pait 
stiongei and able to make a defence agiunst anj* attack that o\ci 
possiblj’ could bo made in this coiiiitiy In the mannci pioposcd in the 
joint jilaii a little ditch to the land side hefoie this castle and a diaw- 
hiidge at the gate aie ncceesaij*. 'J'hc thickness of the pxiapet louiul 
tins foit IS not moie than thiee feet, an insiifficient thickness foi anj' 
foi tified woj ks 'J Ins foi t's parapet ought to have an oi dinai y thickiicbs 
of eighteen feet, the same as the pioposcd measnie at the town wall 
But ns the Castle hes high and the constiiictioii of the rampait will not 
jiei nut one lai go pai apet of that kind, twelve feet tluekiie^s mil ho passable 
but not less as this is one-thiid ji-nt weakci than oidmaij', neither is it 
iieccssai j' to bent stone In towei oi towei baslionaii' one is obliged to 
make the paiapot of stone As the consti notion of tlus soit of w'oik is 
oidinaiilj' small, it mil not jieimit a laigei parapet than eight to iniic 
feet and not le^s This is the piopci thickness ioi a parapet of stone. 
Konnd this lent the parapet is not of h.ilf tins thieknet-s 
as the parapet is at pieseiit, am cannonading Ehonld happen against tins 
foit, the stones would aimoj and tioiihlc the defeiiileis moie than the 
cncnij's Inc It uould hicak the c.uiiagcs and dismount the guns 
upon tin* rampaits, and make the small aims iin=ei i leeable 

Foi the foicgomg leasons foi the foit’s hettci defence, such paiapels 
should he made of a piopci thickness to pieieut the inconveniencics set 
foi Ih, and cover the people on dntj* upon the lampai Is, 

The rampart in this foit is not coiistiuctcd w'ltli anj* appaioll (or 
mnsoni j' wall as is necessaij* to diaw* guns and carnages ea'ilj' up to 
the w’all&.andlikew'i-etohimg powdei ball and other stoics foi the seiiice 
of the peoiilo upon the lampait All tins addition will be repiosented as 
Ecniceahlc by the proposed plan. The magazines ot powdci he iindci 
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llic curtains and bastions of tins fort's fortifications, in liicli is not a 
piopcr place for them. Foi in case any danger by an attack at tins 
foit should happen, these magazine'' bv ha/aid oi olhernise may 
unlnckdv take fiic, demolish the works, and give the cncni y an ad\ antage 
of mounting such bre.ach as in such case may nithcasobe made upon 
the bastions and curt.ain<! Such bad idacing of a ponder magazine 
has often by dangei of fire gi\ cn the enemy pos‘-e''sion of a work which 
would Imebeen othciwi'-e diflieult to gam All magn zincs ought to 
be bniltand placed ^epaiate fiom the loi tilled woiks. Too many ])ondei 
magazines in one ])lace aie both dangcions and tioublesomc This foit 
has fl^e magazines but two arc suflieient, one for a necc.'-sary quantity 
of powdci m ic'serve, the other for the ponder in daily use 'Jlie 
other soit of magazines for piovisions may be consti noted under the 
walls when the jdacc is not large enough to binld tlicm ajiait. All the 
powder mag.izines in this fort look to be bomb-proof, as the thickness 
o\er their aiclics demonsti.iitcs, thev being f.ir .above the oidinaiy 
thicknees of a usual bomb-proof I’he llooi of all these mag.a7ines 
bcang paved with stones, is very bad and m.iy be of great dangci. I'or 
if a band should fall donn upon the lloor, it m?,y foicc a giam ol sand 
to lake fire cand the whole ipiantity of pon dcr blow and cast up the 
magazine in the an. If, as is customary, these llooi saveic laid of nood 
the magazines could not he =o exposed to danger as at pi c'-cut. Neither 
iji these magazines ib theie any ventilator to gi\ e jnopci air to the ])on dor 
■which IS absolutely neccssaiy The water tanks opposite eacli door 
must damage the powdci as in the rain time thcie falls agieat qnanlity 
of watei nhich fills tlic tanks and casts a damj) Ihcioin, nhieh must lie 
incpidicial to the powdoi. 

The place interior of this Castle is hn gc enough foi lodging a pi opei 
gaiiison, stores, and ammimilion ]lul the picsent Imiacks foi the 
artillery aie m a. very bad condition, and have not loom to eon tarn 
above sixty to ‘■ei eniy men besides the infantry gnaul joom is not 
snflieiont for ancccssaiy garrison in tins Cadle 'Jhcie ought to be 
barracks for four hundred men at least, and sncli baiiiicks should be 
placed separate fiom the other woik.s, as mucli as po-Mblc for the 
licncfit of air, nliicli is gre.atly conducive to the be.!!!!! of the people in 
tlie.se warm conntnes. The best iilaec for the lunacies is the line nliicb 
goes paiallel clo'^e lo the rampait of the ]Joly<ron iniunor, nliicb .at 
pieseiit IS the t-Iovcrnoi-'s hniit-e and olliccs as the di.ift explains. 'Jbe 
udiriiacks ought to he built stiong and eonstiued with aparaiiet, in order 
■ to CO vci the inteiior of the foit from shot and shells from the seaside, 
and at the same time seive foi defence, and lodging the garrison and 
keeping other m<atcnals in good older. 

The Govcinoi’s house in the foit at incscnt is built with gic.atl 
inconvenience to the fortification, it hemg consider, ihlj’ higher than the 
foitified works, which'ought not lo ho. If the guns upon the two poly- 
gons at the seaside of this fort should he fired with any warmth, it Avon'ld 
bung the bmldiug to the ground, the ruins of which would pi event the 
people from doing their duty on the rampart ’’J’hc Land side of this 
fort is greatly incommoded with sovcial buildings of the IJonoiirahle 
Compan_,''s, which lie so near the fortification that on this side the 
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defence of the fort is \ciy much Inndci'cd The mini houfc In-s Ino 
elote opjio'-ilc the we^t polyff«in of the foil, niid liindeis the guii'. fiom 
this side I’loin doing an\ hcrMce Tins hoiifC tlicicfoic ought to he 
built in anodiei place, as should likewise the fouiidiy and snnllis’ and 
caiponteif-^ iioikhouses which he loo iieai the foil opponte fhu Jluh- 
tice bastion The mfantiv baiiacks he too neai npjiosite the face of 
the Tank bastion in «u<li situation lhat the guns finmthis face c.innot 
do much fCiMce Seawcids these h.iii.ieks he ipiilc open They ha\o 
not any foilified hue bofoie then face and aie not to Ic seen in flank 
fiom the toll 

The pieseiit ])l.ice foi the eommnii snhheis in these Ii.niacks is nol 
ahlo to contain ahoic lul) men 'Jhcic ought to he limit siiflieienl 
h.aii.icks foi the gainson of this town, th.it is piopm places foi 2li0() 
men at least 

The haiMcks ought loin* hmll, and detached fiom anv othoi hiiildiiigs, 
one hy each g.ilc, hut not f.ii fiom the foitilicd woiks, and the suh- 
allein oflucis to he lodged m the mugs of the same An aitillery 
liiiiaek to tlus gaiiison is ah'olutely necessaiy, as the jnesent one i* not 
Buttieiont, .nul is in a lud condition All the'O Imi.itks onuht to ho 
built so that the fieeh rai can Imc .i clc.ii jiassago tlnoiieh them, which 
contributes much to llu* peoplcV health I’ho aitilleiy haviaeks ought 
to he togelhei, and iieai the niaganncs of stoic®, c.iipciileis' and smiths' 
shops, with a piopci coveimg on each side foi the ppaic gun coinages 
as explained in the plan 

The Iloiioui.ahlc Company's gi.and waiehoiises on the h,iiidai aie 
loleiahlv well situ.itcd bi the seaside*, between the foit .and nuiiiic 
pici lleiiig cpiile niicn on e.iih side, it js iiecoss.ii) to luic a foitificd 
line hofoi e them Nothing at pic®ent defeiuk Ihein but the small Hand.iv 
pioi h.itlcij 

Fiom the j\r.iimc Piei batteiy to the Tioy.al half b.isliou the hue is 
ill defended and in a had condition The Jio 3 '.il batleiv has no olhoi 
defence tli.ni m fiont, c.innot be defended or fl.iiikcd bj- moic (li.iii one 
gun fiom the Mamie I'lei Iwttcir, and all tlic .shot fiom tins giin will 
stiike obh<iuel\' on the object, and of conspi|ueiice its defence is of litllo 
01 no w’lMce Neitbei tlus battei j foitificdwitli.nu' ditch .as it ought 
to be One man c.in easih niinint tin oiigli the cmbiasuios ot this b.ittei \' 
without any gicat tioublc It is tlicicfoic neccssaii' to iep.iii these 
defeets on this side, with some otlici lowci woiks befoic the jioUgoii, n. " 
luinionj' with the othei foitihcd woiks loiind this town Ui' the 
intciioi of these hatteiics, an* two magazines foi powdci Ihe small 
m.igariiic will contain only s-i\tj'rfoui haiicli; of powdci .ind is so iciy 
ill coiistiiicd that hj’ an accident of flic it might i inn the whole hatloiy 
It IS likewise exposed to take watei when the spiing lidcfa aie high 
w'luch damages Uic powdci, and make® tins magazine iinsemccable 
The plan shows the othei called the Ratfeiy magazine, which is capable 
of containing 300 bai i els of pow'dci , and f i om the exti ani dmai y lluckncsb 
of its aich, appeals to he homb-pioof , but the walls louiid, which 
siippoit the aich, aicnot in pioportion to bear it; tliciofoie it is 
ncce®s,iii- to bo foitificd with conntcifoits or butiresscs on e.-ieb side 
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This magazine is built in the Royal liall! bastion two sides of its face 
lying under the rampart of this work. Opposite its door a tank of water, 
winch by the falling of the rains has overflown, ontois the magazine 
and damages the powder. 'J he floor is likewise of- stone, wliieh ought to 
be of wood, for the reasons heretofore given on speaking of the magazines 
in the foil. Notwithstanding these inconveniences this magazine can 
be put 111 order at no very considerable expense. 

As these magazines aic not snflicient to hold the quantity of powder 
necessary for tins f ortiflcalion, it js proper to build a now magazine 
sufReient to contain f lom eight hundicd to a thousand bands of powder, 
bomb-pioof, dry, and secuie from danger. The best place for such 
a magazine is by the Mdndvi bastion, as explained in the plan. The 
other magazines for piovisions and other nccessaiics for the town's 
defence shall be cxjilaincd in a future address. 

As is to bo scon b}'- the draft, the fortified line seawards from the 
foit to the Miindvi bastion is not half finished, the countci forts being 
quite open, and only a part serviceable for two guns finished. The 
construction of tliis line is mostly defended in liigli front and in 
oblique flanldng to the fort. And at this side of the Mdndvi bastion the 
face is not flanked from any pait of the line as it ought to bo, winch 
will be better icpiescnted by the draft. 

The present condition of the polygon opposite the bazdr gate, is 
mentioned before, and how near the lull Dongn is situated to the same. 
It is proper to connect the fortified w’orks of tliis hill wdth this polygon 
of the towTi wdth some lines of art, for to have a secure transport for 
people and ammunition in time of w'ar, and it is absolutely necessary to 
be performed with all eiqicdition as tliis part may be reckoned the key 
of the island. The present foitifieation on Dongn bill is bad. 
The interior of the work is not sufficient for the guns and people to 
do good seiwice on any occasion, neither lias it any magazine for 
pronsion of w’ar, moie than a miserable place for twenty bands of 
powder, Avhich on any attack lies by the outside of tliis fort, in view 
of an enemy. The tower is of small defence, lieing built too wc.'ik, 
and cannot bear great guns or mortars. Tlie other works below 
cannot defend one another, which makes seveial dead angles. In 
short as the piesent w'oik is built and constructed, it is very easy in^ 
many w'ays "to surprise this fort. The houses and sticcts tio closely’ 
surround this woik, so that w'ithout any tiouble the enemy Cian come 
under the guns from any pait. The old Poxtuguese Chuich, as it 
lies now opposite this f oi t, upon a little height, may serve the enemy 
to a great advantage for to make a lodgment and batterj\ All these 
ineonveniencies should be lectified, and a proper view given round this 
jilace as the hill has great advantage in lying high, and commands the 
town and harbour, and is not commanded by any hills iieai it. There- 
fore it ought to be fortified in a proper manner, with a good communiea-- 
tion to the town in oider to lender both the castle and town stronger, 
and more rcspoclable to an enemy. 

The w’Oiks most necessaiy to be set about immediately aie as foL 
lows : ( 1 ) The communication from Dongii Poit to the polygon 
D 48.S -JO 
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opposite the bazdr gale and at the same time to put the fortification 
oi Dongn in more defensible Older. (2) One low wall oi faus'^ehiaye 
on the sea side of Bomk-i}' castle, and to make the paiapets on the old 
woiks of this foit of a sufficient thickne's. (3) One defensive noik 
opposite the Eoj-al and Maiine Pier hatteiics; hkenisc to amend the old 
woik with a flanking line, to make it defensible, 'nhicliit is not at 
piesent (4) Thiee diawbiidges one for eaeli gate of the town wall, 
■which aie absolutely neeessaij'. (5) Bairaeks foi the militaij' and 
aitillciy, and to put in oidei the hatter}- magazine as fast as possible ‘■ 

The same da}', 23id September 1755, Government passed the fol- 
lowing oideis on the above lepoit: Bead a letter from Captain Jacques 
de Punck, also liis dcsuiiption of tlus town and castle and the pie=ent 
disadvantage of Dongiihill, showing fiom a suivey taken tlus year 
how those works ought to bo amended foi its better defence As 
Captain dc Funck judges that some woiks moie absolutclj- necessary to 
be added oi altered than the lest, ought to be immediately begun, it is 
unanimously resolved that the Picsidcnt give orders for that puipose.® 

Six months later, 9lh Maich 1756, Captain do Funek writes to 
Government • I now- lay befoie your Honour a plan of the toivn of 
Bombay, mth its fortifications, castle, and Dongn Foit, uheiehy you 
■nill see how the same is at present siiiioundcd uith houses and hedges, 
Likewwe an annexed descnptionliowto render the same moie defensible 
and secui e, difteiing veiy little fiom the one I dehveicd near six months 
past. All the parbcular plans and pioflles to this general one now 
dehveied u ith those designed foi the intended new woiks I shall picpare 
fiom time to time, and lay bcfoio youi Honour heieafter.® 

On the same day Government pass the following icmaiksi Benda 
letter fiom Captain Jacques de Funck (9tli Match 1756) dehveicd 
■with tlie plan of tlus town, its castle, foitifications, and Dongii Foit, 
also a description annexal how to lendei them moie defensible, ■which, 
as he mentions, we peiceive diffeis veiy little fiom that delneied the 
23id September last j and that he has not yet piepaicd the jiaiticular 
plans and piofilcs of tiie new woiks. The Boaid agicod that the w hole 
now before UP 1x3 tiansmittod by the Sbeihuin for our Honouiahle 
IMastcis' inspection.* 

Thieo months latei Captain J. de Funck attends at the Goveinment 
Consultation on the 8th June 1756, ■when aftei debate the following 
oiders aie passed : Captain Jacques de Fundi attending with a foul 
diaf t of tlie new woiks, the same is inspected And as in the present 
situation of affairs between ns and the Fientli wo deem it the gieatcst 
impoitance to put ourselves mapiopei state of defence next the haihour 
to secuie the place against the attack of large ships, it is icsolved that 
those woiks he cained on ivith the utmost expedition and the considei- 
ation of the rest is dcfeiied,^ 


1 Fuk Diiiy 28 of 1735^ 319*362 

^Boirt Gov. Consultation 23hl Sept 1755, Piilj Diary 28 of J 7.73 .34"’ 

= Pub Diarj 29 of 1736, 123 Escept tlic 23id Sept. 17 jodesonptioi noted above, 

none of the papers or plans mentioned in the tc't are aiailaUu 
<Bom Gov. Cfln°ult.ition 9th Match 176c, Full Diaiy 29 of 1736 117-118. 

'Bom. Gov. Cviisiiltiitioii 8th June 1/30, Pub Diar} 29 of 1766 240. 
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The following notices relate to the supply of workmen and super- 
vising ofliceis m connection with the foitification works. At a Con- 
sullatioiij the 5th June 1756, the Boaid remark As our Honourable 
Masteis now again direct ut to get the fortifications in pioper oidei, 
and as the Chief and Factois at Surat advise they shall not be able to 
piocuie any woikmen there, it is lesolved that the new fortification 
paymaster endeavour to hire a Butficient number of workmen at Goa or 
clsewheie.^ 

At a Consultation, the 20tli July 175G, Mr. Byfeld representing 
that Captain de Punck has lately sent some Euroiicans belonging to 
the ti am of artillery to be employed on the works as overseers who, he 
IS appiehensive, may want to be allowed Bs. 18 a month and desning 
our opinion in logaid to the allowance ivliicli ought to be made them, 
ive think Bs. U a month, exclusive of what they receive from the mili- 
taiy pay office, wdll be sufficient for that purpose. He is ordeied to 
regulate the rate accordingly, Wc hope tins encouragement w’ill excite 
the men to discharge their duty with alacritj'. Cajitain dc Punck is 
likewnse informed ® 

Shortly after the Bombay Government received a letter of the 31st 
of March 1756 flora the Coiiit, approving the works ordeied at the 
dock and pier head: We are well pleased to find that the works wo 
gave oideis for at the dock and piei head, arc, in your opinion as well 
as ouis, of the most public utility. 'Wc shall thero[orc expect j'ou w ill 
carry them on and complete them as soon as possible, agreeable to the 
plan tiansmitlcd to us, with such additions and vanations as you may 
think necessary in the progress of your works Although they aie 
cariicd on under the diicction and management of the marine superin- 
tendent, a due regard must bo had to the sentiments of Captain de 
Punck w'henever it may be necessary. "We shall depend upon your 
assiiiances that the -whole w’lll be executed -with as much frugality as the 
natuic of the woiks will admit.® 

On the 4-tli ^lay 1757 the Court iviilc to Bombay : The directions we 
have given for tluee years past have been to empower you to set about 
. any -works at Bombay that .should appear to you upon a strict enquiry 
to bo absolutely necessary for the defence of tlie place, and the deferiing 
whereof might be attended with dangerous consequences. In puisuance 
of these ordeis we find you aie c.'irij'ing on seveial rvorks upon the 
projects of Mr de Punck. But as -lli 03 >- seem to us to be calcrrlated 
-\nth Irttle regard to cx])cdsc as well as not to come -irdthirr our intention 
of having absolutely necessary works onlj'- erected, rve intended to have 
put an entire stop to your proceedings. Mr. Mace's going to Bombay 
gives us the oiqiorlunity of being more satislactoiily informed of -what 
IS necessary to be done. Tl'hen therefoio he comes from Gheiia he is 
to take a careful survey of all your woilcs and form a project of what 
may be necessary to render the island defensible upon the most frugal 
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phn wliioli, togcllioi uitli c&Uinalce of the time and c\]icn‘-c nccPt.t.riy 
to complete it, mui^t, witli yom oh'-civatnms, lie tranMUiltcd to us foi 
mil diicetioiis. IVithout oui direction*? you arc to piocccd no fuitliei 
on Ml dc Funck's goneinl plan or any otlicr, unlc'-s Mi. jilaco sluill 
make it appear ••omD uoiks aie ciidcnUy ncee'‘!aij loi the iinmediatc 
defence of the island Sucli}ou}i.'i\c onr full authoiity foi electing, 
nitliuiit Malting foi onv further oideis.’ 

On the employment of the ivoikmcn dining the lain*? Uie liomliay 
Bwiy of the IM 111 June 1757 lia*? the following entry: Mr. Thomas 
Bylcld, now foi tifiLsition pajmastei, lepiO'Ontmg th,it the Moikinen 
piociiicd fiom the adjacent comitnc*: foi caiiiing on the additional 
luiLirication<? and buildingb c.mnnl lie all constantly employed on tliat 
f-ci i ice diinng the rain*?, deciles the opinion of the Boaid Mhcthei any 
of them should he discliaigcd foi the iiicsciil or destined to acsitt in 
any othei niannci in mIucIi they may lie most iiscfnl to the ten ice in 
general The Boaid deteiimne that none of them lie di.'eliaiged nb the 
pioounng tliem has been attended nitli t-o much dillicnlty and esjiense 
but tli.it the pai mastei employ them at this Fcason in such nranner as 
may be most condncivc to the Ilonourablc Coini>anj'’s inteiest.- 

Mr Thomas M'lutcliill icpiccenting that the diift sand tin own up 
against Miilum foit is almost a.s Ingh a.s the embmciues, the Boaid on 
llio 2nd August 1757 diicctcd to set the militia of that district to its 
immediate clcaiing auay.^ 

In August 17.57 the K<'tmdii laliouicrs employed on the foi tifications 
and other ivoiks Iwmg asked it they Mould foini themselves luto a 
logular body of militia, piopo.-.cd the folIoMung ni tides : 

1 That Mlicn funned they shnll rcninin cntuely under tiio cnmniand of 
their OM n oilicein nnd notlio called or scut to duty or draughted anjTihcre 
upon or off the island nor ho subject to any luiht.iTy scnico till the jilnco is 
ntUched In orent of attack they’ mil, to the most of their skill and power, 
do whit may ho required of them proiided Gaiiih iji Pall iji, the head osorseeT 
of tho coiiiitiy’ u orkiiicii, bo nppointesl their conductor who lias made ft lolun- 
toiy oiler of his sen ico on Biich .in ocassion. 

il. Tliat in C.ISO nny of them_ bh.ill ho wounded, maimed, or killed in tho 
defence of this place, a prosisiun shall ho made for thcinsedi cs i>i f.iiuilics 
equally as if they woro in constant luoiitlily pay in the senace ns rcgiAir sepoyc 

3. That xnoMded tho xiayanastci is proviously acquainted thcrcvitli they 
shall ho allow ed to oxeiciso whenes cr their oilicers may judge iL iiccos^aty' as itli- 
out being Mibject to a check of nbscncc on tho w orking iniister-i oils, and th.it 
whjn sickness ortho inclemency of thDwc.athcr will not pennit of their dis- 
charging thou: duty of hibourors ut tho public arurks full p.ay shall ho allowed 
as to all other inontlily' serrants, Al*?o a coiiiitiy doctor and such proper 
medicines ns ho may tiunk necessary to m.iko use of for their recoacry. 

4, That they shall ho oldigc*! to form thein^ula es into coinp.inie5 of 210 
c.arh and no nioio, oflicors uicludcd, n.imcly 1 bulihcklr, 1 Juinlevkirs, 8 fc.ir 
N.iiks, 1 Colour-hcareT, 1 Trunipoler, 1 Bh*lddr or usher, and 200 Pna.atomen 

Por tlio o^traonhnaiy tronhlo their siibhcdars will liare in disciplining and 
IrL'cpuig thorn and their anus rcgukirly together for imincdutc duty their 
jirosont Es 11 a month must bo increased to Es 15 to be conliiuied to them 
Avlnlst in tlio scryico Wlicn employed in dcfcnibiig the pLico nsiinst «iu 
cncmyi tlicy and tlio ouiccrA arc to oo allo^^cd tlio folluv^ing iiionilily I'silos 


S .Comt’s L Vol s of 17.'.7 - 1701, 33 -31, 

Go\, Consnltition 24th June l<o7,Pab Dian 00 of 1757 
Bom. Goi Consultation 2nd Aug, 1767, Puh. DiirC 30 of 1767, *201. 
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Sublieddr ... ... ... Bs 20 

JiimlccTtii? ... ... ... ij 13 

bciF !Nciik ... ... ... IJ 8^ 

All otlieis in tho said coinp.iny to continue at the pay they now loceue as 
Lvljumcis ^ntliont any futihei allowance except it ho a perpet (poipotuano or 
acigej jacket nliicli they icqueat niaj’ he allowed If gr.intcd they will esteem 
tliemschcs ohhgcd for the same and deem it as a distmgmshmg maik of 
favour. In case any of their cuimtiymcn bliould ho heioafter cntcicd .at grc.itor 
p.ay and .illow.mccs, they aio then to he lint on a footing with them in le.spect 
thcFoto 

6 Thatif those pi opos.als should prove ngice<ahle, tho undciinontioucd body 
of G48 men will immediately fuiin tlicin&clvcs mto reguLu companies conform- 
able to tho foicgoing statomont and vigorously opiioso tho eflorts of any 
enemy th<it may .attempt to mi ado this i&l.ind using such aims as they haio 
been accustomed to make use of ui then own countries which will distmctly 
appeal by the following ab8ti.ict • 

Kdrndlt Jfih/ia, 1757. 
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ICS 

JUS 

8 

74 

S41 

50C 

re 

»*> 

iSS 

JS 

33 

OfO 


On the above pioposals the Bomlvay Diaiy of the 12th Angnst ha's 
the following cnti}' : The new foitificatioii pa)’inastei lajing hefoie the 
Board an ahstiact of 048 lahunicis fiom the adjacent eountues mubtcied 
ye'steiday before tlie Piendent and now employed on the new foilifica- 
tions n-ith their pioposals .to aFsi&t in defending the island^-cnsc-of^ — ' 
its lieing attacked by the FiencK or anj'-othoi-mcmyj^ie same me 
lead and being duly consideied, me unanimously appioved Bj' this 
aiiangcment we shall secuic such a Imge hod}' of men for the small 
additional expense of Rs 4 a month to theii snbhediiis for disciplining 
them and an incieasc of then own, theii subhcddis', and then Sai Naiks’ 
pay in case of then being actually employed in defending the place 
agamst an enemy. With a peipet jacket to each of the coips we me 
lesolved to mdulge them as a reasonable giatuity foi tlic zeal and 
alaciity they show foi pieseiving our Honourable Masteis' estate and 
piopeity as also in thcii request that Gambaji Putla ji may be confirmed 
then conductor or Icadei. 

Being in want of mms for this militia and a' numliei having been 
lately sold to tlie 1iaz<lr people by the agents for the captors at Gheiia 
the new fortification paymaster is diiccted to cndeavoni to pui chase 
them for the use of lus men on the most reasonable tcims.^ 

Some weeks later a similar abstract of two moic companies was 
presented to the Boaid, when the following' or deis weie iccoided at a 
Consultation held tlie 27th September: Mr. Thomas Byfcld, new 
foitification paymaster, presentmg an abstract of two enTn 2 if^ m(.g moio 
of the foieign labourois, consisting of 432 who have offered to serve as 
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sepoys on tlie terms agieed on the 12th nliimo, ho is directed to 
incorporate them wth the rest of that corps.^ Tire details are ; 

Kdmati Mililia, 1767. 


Captains. 

Mcd. 

AnM& AND Tllh Mrs*. 

Castf. 

Firelock 

Men. 

Match- 

lock 

Mull, 

Pataw 
or l/me 
Snord 
Men 

Snord 

and 

'Parget 

Men 

Qontus. 

Stoors. 

Christ- 

iinRi 

Fhnnisli 
or DO 
Caste. 

Shaikh Ahmad Londia 

34 

IS 

12 

1 

0 

14 

18 


n 

Ihr ihiinkhan Piitcl 

60 

SO 

• 

••• 

4 

32 

65 

44 

iV 

Bich N nk 

21 

24 

««« 


44 


4 

■■■ 

31 

llusannji M,tk^ , 

SO 

30 

•a« 


4 

4 

Dfi 


30 

Klmndnji ICnrrali 

24 

IS 

• 

1 

s 

24 



4 . 

Aiiuiidariiii JAdhav 

0 

7 

1 

4 4 

1 

D 



4 4 

Shaikh Ab lul Ilnhiman 

11 

11 

• 

4 

,4 

3 

8 


j 4 

\bdul hh iliphJamSdSr, 

S 

7 


4 

1 


8 

. . 


M 1171 Hiisan Bcir 

3 

3 



4 


3 


4 4 

Abdul KAdar 

0 

8 

• I- 

4 

1 

1 

3 

444 

0 

SbniUilldu 

11 

11 





11 


4_^ 

Lsiiint Hi'LIA]! 

4 

4 


•M 


1 



... 

Bkbu RAo 

- 10 

8 

. 

^ 4 

2 

10 




BSpiili.BoIl.T~ . 

0 

0 


4 

••• 

G 

4 

... 

4 4 

SSriankar NSik 

0 

0 


4 4 

4 4 

4 



0 

nii'hnji Balusa 

8 

7 



1 

8 




Ivabir Miiliiimiiiad 

0 

8 


4 

1 


0 



nhiAiln Sinsh . 

40 

37 


1 

0 

27 

1‘3 

1 


Kno'SI Muhammad . 

1 

4 



4 


4 



1 .ikir Muhammad , 

23 

24 


1 

4 

18 

7 



Ihrahimkl.an 

11 

0 

TIC 


A 


11 



Shcr Muhammad 

1 

1 



,44 

1 




Gom.iji Unntira . . 

1 

1 



4 

1 




Ilussaup Walk . 

3 


1 

«« 

3 

1 

2 



Shi> N‘ik , 

U 

13 


44 

444 

444 


Mk 

13 

Mall till: 

A 

2 


4 

4 



444 

2 

ttliii]! N.aik , 

10 

l.*! 


1 

3 

10 



3 

Sliiiji Itndam , .„ 

13 

13 




13 




Yithaiji K.uK „ 

6 

1 

• 

« 

1 

r> 




Total .. 

112 

370 

11 

G 

31 

180 

151 

1 

84 


Gngmcci^^^^.ng. 

the 13(v^ 


Men, 


[SO to soJoo to 4n,|l0 to GO.jSO to CO, 


Age, 


Coi'NTPt . 


Mntiitli'i Angri.i'i 


Sidl’s. Qujnr&t 


S- 


, a. 


Chapter IV* 

Fortifications 
and Buildings, 

Kttmdti Militia, 

1757. 


Shaikh Aliniarl /.niidit 
llirlhimlh'in Patel .. 
Dach Alik 
Ilnstanji Niik 
IOiaiKln]i ICarrah 
Annnilir'io J'ulliai 
S(T.i,.I I’.Ajidol ll.ihini'in 
Abdul Klitilipli JiiiPJ'id ir. 
Mirpa lluMii Deg 
Abdul h.ular _ 
itaiu , 

LitanC bllinl 

iiiiiub’ ' . ; 10 

itspu]! SjPltr . , , n 

Sh inkar Mtik , , G 

UriuhojiU.ilii>ia . , 8 

Kiii'r Mulinininad .. 0 

lillaufin Sin|;h 111 

KamSl Mill oiiiiad i 

Takir My — in id 
Ibrihin/ I Jl 

Blior/. • wind | 1 

1 
.1 
13 

n 
lO 
13 
5 



Tohl 


St 

60 

21 

SO 

21 

0 

11 

8 

0 

11 

4 


133 


10 

US 

1 

10 

0 

0 

3 

1 


4 

10 


8 
C3 
18 
1C 
0 
4 
0 
0 
1 
4 
G 


«l 

10 

5 

4 

0 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

0 


C 

b 

7 

G 

21 

2 

14 

0 


mo 


211 


0 

3 

1 

’l 

1 

"i 

3 

1 


2C 

C2 

24 

SO 

24 

0 

10 

8 

’’'o 

1 

4 

10 

0 


78 


0 

8 

1 

33 

21 

10 

1 

1 

n 

13 

S 

10 

2 
3 


.HO 


33 


/■ 




11 

2 


21 
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Chapter IV. 

Fortifications 
and Smldinga. 

lUinAti Militia, 
17C7. 


Ttcqucst 
for Bitty, 
1737. 


At a Consultation tbo 24tli Octobci' 17.o7, the BoaiA iccoid llie 
following entij' on a similar appliaation : The new foihrication pay- 
master presenting an abstract ot another company of laboiiieis who 
offer to serve as scpoj's he is ordcicd to incoiporate them ■with the 
rest.^ The details are : 

Kttmaii Mthtia, 1757 


Captains, 

lien. 

Ami A\0 Tin ilK. 

• 

CisTa. 

FirctocV 

Men. 

Mnicli- 

Jock 

Men. 

Pubu 

or 

Suord 

Men. 

buonl 

and 

T'lrjfct 

Men. 

Centura 

Moon 

rhnn- 

1 ins. 

P}jir2d) 
or no 
Castf 

Tl'mlji Kill. 

23 

ss 



n 

sn 

2 



Jktpuli bclfir 

A 

5 




C 


• • 


Alidiil Itihnnan • 


10 



3 

11 

8 

, 

S 

Aiihoji 17 Ilk 

•I** 

22 


1 

D 

4 

6 

a . 

SO 

Atidtii Kliilinh Jain^ddr 

fl] 

22 



1 

B 

IS 


• 

Miabh B&lu 

IB 

13 


• 

‘ 

10 

8 


. 

Abdul Is^dr Subbed^r. 

21 

21 




“ 2' 

'J5._ 


3 

FaMr T 

in 

10 

•M 



8 

8 


. 

Kfislrdm 

15 

11 



1 

4 

2 

a 


XUliKu • 

10 

10 




10 


, a 

, 

GoYjndn^m PArab 

!•! 

11 



4 

n 




.VIrluI Kidir 

7 

7 




3 

4 

a 


Konddji 

1 

1 


— 


1 




Total , 

210 

103 

.. 

1 

£0 

ins 

70 

3 

i5 


(hptnin9« 


nifmtfji Ktfik «• 

M l Schr 

Rahimtn 
^ lUioji 1741k • 

Mhlm Kkiliph J'lni^Ur 
\i BAlii 

Athlul K&rlir SublieO^r. 
1 akir I.^iJia]JI 
Ka^iruin « 

iWrfboJi 

Gntiinu^lni PArab 
Abdul K&dir • 

Hand ijl « 


Men 


2n to CO 13 » to 40 40 to 50j£0 to 60. 


^ Total j 210 1 2to 


Aor, 


CO 

0 

10 

SB 

18 

14 

21 

11 

8 

C 

0 

1 

1 


ICO St 


Cui>TllT* 


MATftthv4ngnaV| Sidi'i GujiMt 


23 

S 

22 

s! 

23 

19 

S] 

in 

10 

15 


1 


11 




awards the close of 1757 the workmen and 


tlllir o« 




empyed on tlie fortifications ieqiicstcd_t^a_hB,alJmc«LJiatty at a 
ccita, rate,,_The Boml2a.v__4.heisr7 oT^e Ist November 17571iatVj™ 
following entr)’: The new foibfication paymaster lays before the 
Boaid a petition presented him by all the oOicers and people world g 
under him prajang th.at they may each be allowed two jihoids of batty 
out of the Company’s warehouBe m p.irt of their pay This they 
offer to receive at the rate of Us. 31}^ the miida wliile they may be 
employed here, as they can have no dcpcndancc on being supplied by 
the ciitchems (Kachards or grain dealers). As we hope grain will 
Dt long conbnno at the present high price when we caimol expect 
j will abide by their offer, it is resolved that hirtty be issued to 
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iliera at the market piicc which wc hope will encourage a more chhgent 
dischai ge o£ their duty.^ 

The T}onil)ay Diaiy of the £0lh Deccmher 1757 andtheSid January 
1753 have the follow mg entries : 

December SOlh.—Tha chief engineer (Captain de Funck) having 
this day acquauiLed the new’ fortification pa 5 ’inastei that thero aie 
some pinalMioiiscs and hedges contiguous to IJic rampait of the Banian 
bastion W’hieh ohstiuct his fimslmig the Cavalier, it is ordered that 
the new foitification paymaster is, with the assistance of the cleik of 
the works, to survey the same, and deliver in an estimate of the 
expense w'hieh will attend the lemoval of the houses to a proper place.® 

' Janunr)/ 3rd . — Fortification Paymaster to Goveinment: In 
compliance with your command signified to me hy the Secretary, I 
have, with the Clerk of the works, luewed the sevcial houses 
contiguous to the Banian bastion w’lueh Captain de Funck desiies 
(20 til December 1757) niaj’be removed. I now' enclose an estimate 
made hy the vercadores, master eaipenteis, and hiicklaj’eis, whom 
I sununoued for that purpose, of the expense amountmg to Bs. 400 
that wull attend the replacing them elsewhere.'* 

January 8rd . — Bombay Govcniment Consultation : The new” 
fortification paymaster delivering Ins lepoit survey of eight houses 
contiguous to the Banian bastion which Captain Jacques de Funck 
on the 20th ultimo lepicsented ought to he lemoved elsewheie, it is 
ordered tliat the paymaster make good to the propiietors the expense 
•which must he incurred thoreb}', agreeable to his estimate being 
Bs. 400.* 

At the close of 17 j 7 IMajor j\[acc w’ho had been appointed principal 
engineer for Bombay arrived fiom England. After Sli. Mace aiiivod 
the Bombay Government, the 3id January 1758, dnected that the 
Secietavy write Mr. James Mace to survey all the foitifieations and 
woiks of this town and island, and report to us what arc and maj’ 
he ncce.'jsary eonfomuhle to para 101 of our Honourable Masters' last 
communication (of 1757), a copy of whichhas been delivered him. At 
the came time w’c w’ould have him survey and make a report of the 
foilifie.T,tions of the towm previous to his iiroceeding to the out forts. 
Captain Jacques de Funck must he ordered to lay befoie Sir. Mace as 
principal engineer, all his plans descriptions and designs relative to the 
fortifications of this Piesidcncy, and give him all the information as 
well as assistance min'! power tor executing the Honourable Company’s 
pommands i dative thereto. Copy of tins has likewise been delivered 
to Capt 4 .m de Funck.’ 

As differences of opinion hetw’cen Captain de Funck and Mr. Mace 
prevented due advance with the fortifications, and, as the Bombay 
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Thinking it highly icqnisite that in consequence of such resignation 
Cajitain do Fimek should deliver in to us any plans or designs he may 
have lomaining relative to his having been so employed at this Presi- 
dency, the Secretary is directed to lequire his compliance herein. And 
it being the opinion of every member (Sir James Fouhs and Mi 
Hornby c\ccptcd) that by refusing to obey the Honouiable Company's 
orders, as an eugineor, ho has forfeited Ins title to the command of 
the first artillery company, it is resolved that he be dismissed from 
the command of the first artillery company, and Major Fouhs is 
aeeoidingly ordered to signify tliis decision to him.^ 

Two n'ceks later ('23rd February 1758) Captain de Funck writes 
the following letter to Government ; Agreeable to your orders I now 
send you the lemaining plans of this island as per enclosed list. As 
you have thought propel to dismiss me from the Honouiable Company’s 
sendee n ithout any ajiparent can«!e or foini of Inal, I hope you n ill 
be pleased to order me a passage to Europe on boaid one of the 
Company’s ships, ivith projier accommodation agreeable to the innlc i 
came abroad in." 

On the 28tli Pebriiaiy the Board pass the following order on the 
above letter • Read a letter from Captain .Jacques de Funck advising 
tliat he dcliveis all his lomaining plans. But as thoj' aic now inspected 
and found to be only ion gh and impel feet sketches ndthout any scale 
or graduatiov'A^'-'' hem, wo arc induced to conclude that he must ha\ o 
some other uschii plans of the island, which the Secictary is diiccted 
to intimate to him, and that wc expect ho should deliver them, uhen 
we will determine in regard to ordering him a passage to England 
conformable to his do.siie.** 

On receipt of a reply from Captain de Funck, the Board remark 
on the 3id ilarcli 1758 : Read a letter from Captain Jacques de Funck 
'declaring that he has no other plans than those lie has delivered. It is 
resolved theiefore that they bo cojned and the oiiginals sent to the 
Honourable Court of Diicctois for their obseivation. And it is agreed 
that an older bo given to any commander of the tluee' homeward 
bound ships for rdceirfng Captain de Funck and afEoidiiig linn all 
suitable accommodation in the passage on his signifying on which ship 
he intends to cmbaik.* 

The Consultation of the 3rd January 1758 has the following refer- 
ence to a fresh measuie for i arsing funds to meet the cost of the 
foitificalions : Our Honouiable Mastcis having for some time been at 
a prodigious expense in increasing the fortifications and works on tliis 
island for the security of the inli.-ibitants, a gcneial contiibution towards 
rcimbuising oui Masteis is taken into consideration. Tins being judged 
highly loasonable, it is resolved that from this day till countermaiulcd, 
the Bomba}'- and^Iiihim custom rar stars levy an additional duty of one 
per cent on all imports and exports, in the customary manner and the 


•Born. Gor Consultation 7th Feb 1703, Pub. Diaij- 31 of 1758, 92-93. 
= Tub Biary 31 of 1738, ’ 

■'’Bom Gov. Consnltalion 2'*tli Fob. 1738, Pub Di.irjr 31 of 1708, ICl 
<Boni. Gov. ConbiilUlion 3id Mnich 1758, Tub. Buuy 31 of 1708, IG3. 
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most immediately leqiiiie citlicr allcralion or addition to mate them Chapter 17. 
defensible. That as the whole is to he defended, attention must he Fortifications 
had to every part hut e&pccially those which stand most in need, I Buildings, 
theicfoie humbly apprehend tliat seveial amendments might be cariicd 
into evecution at the same time and more especially m an uncommon 
degice where there is so urgent an occasion for it. In my humble 
opinion the gates aie not sullicicutly protected. 1 he condition of the 
parapets is most w'l etched On the land side the walls fail to proiidc 

any sufllcient cross fire ; and the northward end of the town near the 
baziir gate icq^uiics the utniost attention. Bcfoie the bazar gate all 
is m the gicatcst disoider imaginable Dongri 'fort not only coni- 
inands that part wliieh is now' so defenceless but even the whole town 
itself. I do myself the honour to lay befoie you this my general 
opinion of the condition of Bombay .as far as concerns the laud side 
which I cannot but think merits not a little consideiatiou. Any parti- 
culars you are pleased to lequire 1 shall have the honour of explaining.^ 

On the next day, 31st .Taniiary 1758, the Picsidcnt Lays befoie the 
Bo.ird the .above letter from jilr. .Tames Mace, piinci])nl engineer, 
sotting forth the defenceless condition of Dongii and the town in 
genci.al on the land side, and caincstly iccomniending thoco works being 
put 111 a proper posture as foon as po«:&iblo. The Boaid icmaik : As 
we arc desirous that as therein proposed, Air. Alace should explain the 
same, the Secretary is ordered to require lus attendance at our next 
meeting.® 

jUtho next Consultation, the 7tli Fcbiu.aiy 1758, Mr. Maco'atleiidiiig, 
the following entry is loeoided • Jfr. Mace, piinciiial engineer, 
attending with a jilaii, m order to explain to us the ncces'sity of fortify- 
ing the towai on the land side, puisnant to an oidei of the 31st 
January 1758, the same is cxamiucd and approved as far as our 
judgment enables us to judge of it. At the same time as he 
reiii'cscnls that he deems it absolutely nceossar}' to caiiylhe same iii 
execution without loss of time, in which case our Honourable M.^slcis 
have directed us to proceed iu w’lulever he may icenmmend without 
waiting then oidcis, ho is leqiiired to repicsent by letter the reasons he 
h.as now 111 god for that inoasuie for our Ilonouiable Dmploycis’ .and 
our own satisfaction. That no time m.ay be lost Air. Alacc is diicclcd 
immediately to give the necessary oidcrs for the w'Oikmcn employed 
on the ncAv forliliealions proceeding thei cm undei lus ducclion with 
all cxpcdiiion," 

A week later (11th ITelnuaiy 1758), Air. Alaco sriliniits tlie 
following letter to Govcinmcut : Agico.ablo to your oidcis of the 8th 
instant by letter fiom Atr. Sccret.aiy Di.aper, 1 do myself the honour 
to sot forth the luduceinonts 1 had for jn’oposmg to fortify tins low’ll 
from Dongri to Back Bay aecoidmg to the plan w'hich I had the 
honour of laving before you tho 7ih iustant. To put this lowm in a 
proper coridition of defence it wall yet require many alterations and 


Uiiclcfcndccl 
Conihtioii of 
the Town, 
1753 


> M. 1 CO to 301U .T.iii 17.'S, Pnh Di.iiv 31 of 17."iS, 09. 

■ IJiiin, (io\- ConsiilUtKin 3181.1.-171 ITo.S.rub. Diojy 31 oflT.jS, (il. 

' IJoiii flo\. OoiisiiU.ition 7tli l\-|j 1758, Pub. Di.iry 31 of 1753, 92, 
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under all tlio difficulties that tlio present situation offers. The 
expense of the line which I propose to be foitified cannot greatly, 
if at all, exceed that of putting the old works in any toleiablo 
condition. Tor the covert way round the present walls would 
be one-third longer than the covert way m front of the new line of 
four bastions and a half that I propose. The now lino will also 
secure the following advantages. The town will be considerably 
enlarged, tho inhabitants in security w-ith their effects, and that 
security "will invito others to settle in it. How far this will 
tend to the advancement of trade and in consequence to the emolu- 
ments of the Honouiable Company, is humbly submitted to better 
judges, but this method is particulaily recommended to your Honour’s 
consideration as the most effectual to secure the possession of 
Bombay I should propose, for tho greater despatch, to have tho 
new work begun and carried on at several parts of the parapet of 
tho gates, and tho flank.s of tho bastions at tho same time By 
this means I hope before long to have the work in a respectable 
condition, even before it be near finished.^ 

On the above letter, the Board at a Oonsnltation on the 17tli Feb- 
ruary 1758 remark : "We unanimously think that Mr. Macons 
reasons for proposing to fortify tho town from Dongi i to Back Bay 
are very exjilicit and satisfactory. Tho more so, as it appears a 
considerable expense will be saved by preferring tho execution of 
that plan to that of altciing and amending the present old works, 
by a vast charge in making ravelins, laising cavaliers, and other 
ivoiks as therein mentioned without being then sufliciciitly strong. 
It is resolved, therefore, that the Secretary signify to Mr, Mace our 
entire approval of his icasons for fortifying the town by a now lino 
from Dongri to Back Bay agreeable to his plan, and repeat our 
orders for his executing it with all possible expedition.® 

Finding it necessary to liavc a committee to look after powder 
ammunition and other military stores the Court iviitc on the 12th 
May 1758 ; Wc have already laid down some directions rcsiiecting 
tlie poivdcr and ammunition and the survepng of our mihtaiy stoics 
that they aie always good and sufficient. We now judge it necessary 
to place this impoitant tiust ivith a committee who aie accoidmgly, 
eveiy three months or oftencr if j'ou judge it necessary, to examine and 
suivey our magazines, tlic foitiffcations, ramparts, guns, carnages, plat- 
fonns, amis, granary, iii short to take under their consideiation and 
inspection even tlicmost minute articles and constantly to lemark to the 
Board all defects and deficienccs. It being oui meaning and intention 
that our island should he kept in all icspocls in a state of defence 
and proiudcd ivilli ammunition and provision, we will have no quantities 
of ammunition (paiticnlarly powder) or military stores sent fiom your 
gariison to olhci places ivithout a report first made to you by tliis com- 
mittee, assigning leasons for their approval or disapproval. The whole 
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» Jlr. Mace to Government 11th Feb. 1738, Pub. Diaiy 31 of 1758, 130-1.39 
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of tliL'ii tiansacHoiis aic to l)c cnlci oil upon join CoikuI fat 1011= Hut 
for oin oli'^ciiatitin lot them lio liaiiMnillcil to ii" f-opai.atch anil we 
appoint llio Jlajoi, Supciiiitendcnl, and lingincei for tlio time bung to 
1)0 tins coinimtloo.* 

A" vcgaids the c\lia allo^vance to bo paid to military inon wlio ivero 
rmplovcd a*, o^cr'00l>? dniins the piogiL'"-*- of tbo foililiirilioii-wdikh the 
Hombay Hiaiy of the 21 tU Oololioi 17 ."i 3 has tbu following entrj • 
Head a lottoi from Captain Ilicbaid ^Liitland, commandant of the 
Kmc’*' dot ichmonl, atUi'-ing tbal be 11 unncijaintod wiib tbi'nllou.iiiMc 
usuallj' made to odicoi^ cmplojod a*; oicr'cei'. of wciikc in lairope , al^o 
a lotloi fioin Jlnjoi M.a»c icprc'cnting tbal li.ilE a oiown or two fIiiI- 
liiifs a da\‘ bate been allowed m Kiirope; that wa*! loolwl on a^ mucli 
too trilling and tbat Ibc nmnbci of men cacb olllcer Inil to oioileok 
in Huiope was aerj small in comiiainon to tliofeciiiplojcdlicic. In 
concidcmtion of lbe>c doLiilcandof IbejnogiC''; made in tlie woik*. ■-inco 
tbc King’" otlicci" ha\e acted a« oveiiceis it i*. agreed to fix tlio allow'- 
anco of cacb at f«mi ‘-billing" a day." 

It bas liecii noted above tlwi wbeii (be qiiC"lion w ai raided if ow mg 
to min'! 01 olbciwi'c the foilifimtion building woik could not bo 
caiiicd on, whclbei tbc lalioiiiei'! «ibonld bodisebaigcd, m bow oUc tbcj 
should be cmplojcd, it was decided that tliej' ^boiild lie foiincd into 
mihtaij' complines and taiigbt to m\c a" a militia tYben this sub- 
jocl cainc to tbc notice of the Coiiit of Diieelois they wioloon the 
Solb Apul ITotl: We obicivc that jou have enterc'd a number of 
labonicis a" occasional soldieis at frcominglj'a small incicarcd ovponsc, 
and apiiointcd Gumbaji Putlaji ibeii leader The niL.i'-incm.iy be light 
anil judicious in tiaimng up such men uiidci piopci lestrietions, but in 
no shape could a Piiivoc bo a til per-onto goiein and conduct them. 
When tlic wcallier will not peimit of then w 01 king, these people aic to 
be allowed the same pay when thej cxcicibc They aie to e\eieiso but 
when tbcj' please, to be Imblc to no nnlitaij' dull", to Ijc subject to no 
command but that of Giimbiji Putlnji, to be clothed with a coat and cap 
.at oui cvpciisc, and if tbcj' aic maimed or womulcd 111 onr sen ice to bo 
in all such icspecls jiut upon a fooling watb oui soldieis llie number- 
less abuses that niaj'oicep in under co^ol of this pl.in, llic gicat cxiicnse 
tlial wo concenc will lie entailed upon us m paj'ing such mimliers evci v 
d.ay llicj' do not w oik .and tbc little c.xpcctalion w e c.an have that w itli sueli 
sort of di'cipbnc these men will piovc better than Ibo oidinai j' inhabit- 
ants, aic suHleient considerations foi ns to disapproic of the =cliome. 
Upon icccipt of this letter we dnccl tint tbc whole be abolished. And 
in its place we iccoinnicnd that j'oii are .atlenlive in training and dis- 
ciplining tbc liodj' of mihta (and the inbalntanl'. of j'oui island maj' 
loim a veil' good one) and these in case of an attack in.aj- proio of ical 
semcc.'* 


1 Court to Bom'b'ij' 12lli Mnj 1753 pim 122, Pul) Dpp Court’s Letters Vol 5 of 
1707-1701,123-121 , „ „ . ^ 
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A year later regaidmg the employment o£ military men as overseers 
of works in progi css the Com t write on the 25tli Apiil 17G0: The 
appointing peisons to oversee the laliomers and check their musteis we 
do not object to, and i£ j\Ir de Funck^s assertions are true it was high 
time for Major j\Iace to enter upon such laudable legiilations But 
we condemn youi la^nshness and extravagance, nor can we approve of 
your employing people in our affairs, when onr own servants aic willing 
and equally capable to manage them. Instead of looldng toiraids 
Em ope for precedents in the allowances to officers for cxtia duty, prud- 
ence should have diiceted you to your own customs and practice Then 
you might have seen that if mihtaiy officers were necessaiy to oversee 
the works, that as our own, when .at out-posts or other service gencially 
benefited about fifteen rupees a month or fifteen pence a d.ai’-, thev 
do.ibtless would gladlj’ Imve attended tlus duty on tlie like terms ; and 
thus by entertaining six strangers at ten shillings a daj', you increased 
our expenses full £800 a ye,T,r and disgusted our own military who 
have certainly a prcfeicnee to om favoui.^ 

In the same letter of 1760, paragraph SO, the Coiiit positively oidcr 
that no works of anj* consequence or expense be begun without their 
peinussion being obtained, unless they aie of such a iiatuie as not to 
admit of waiting for the same. Thej' wiite : Upon leccipt of tliis letter 
you are to stop all such works as can possibly bo lot alone for the charges 
of Bombay and the suboidinatcs arc become enormous and bejond 
hearing. Our engineers, when they get abioad, seem eithci infatuated 
or suffo)' themselves to be grossly misled.® 

Begaiding the progress made in the fortifications since Match 1759 
ihe^ Bombay Government write to the Court on the 27th Febinary 
1760, paiagi.iph 160' The bastion of the castle called the C-avaher 
bastion has been i.-uscd 1 6 feet, filled up with earth, and completed for 
mounting eleven guns j and the passage which communicated with the 
lower part has been convcited into a small magazine foi fixed shells 
The low emtain between that bastion and the flag-staff bastion has been 
i.aiscd nearly to a level with the Caviilior, completed, and mounted with 
ten o2-poiradcrB. The embrasures aic disposed so as to liave a more 
extensive command over the greatest part of the anchoirag ground 
before the fort Two bonib-piuof casemates either for troops or stores 
aie nearly finished, one behind part of that which was a low curtain as 
abovomcntioned and the otlici- behind the low cm tain on the other side 
of the Cavalier bastion. By tlus mc.ans also a good communic ition is 
made for tianspoitiug guns and that curtain will be bioad enough for 
conveniently worlnng the guns thcicon which it was not before The 
parapets of the face and flank towards the sea on the fl.ag-8laff bastion 
which before was a mouldering sod work, have been faced with brick and 
masonry. Another embrasuie has been made on that face and five 
32-poundcrs mounted theicon. A batterdeaux or dam with a sluice has 
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been niaflc acio'=‘? lliu tlitcli near tlio Apollo gate to Fccurc tlie water in 
ca'-o of any accident to ilic fIiiicc at llio angle of the Bojal liaFtion 
The dock wall lia*! liccn conlinucd and .ioincd to the last face wln'cli is 
almost up to its piopei height The wall called licro the dock wall is 
built Fo as to ansnci thcpnriiooe in case another side Fliould bo added when 
another outw aid dock \s'ill lie complete Tlietwolow' flanks at the Iloyal 
Instion ha\o been iai=cd ncaily ten feet higher and Ih ice embiasuics 
pioMded in each Tlie iiarapcts on the Roial Imstion have been faced 
with bnek and masonry The co\cit way and parapets to the noith- 
ward have been continued and the communicator to Dongn hill has been 
can ied above h.ilf-w ay Tlic two flanks and one face of the laichii 
beloie the Bariii gate’ ha\e liccn completed and teiiace pl.itfonns laid. 
One face w ith fi\ c embrasures and fl.inks to each and the othei face mth a 
draw bi idge a 1 e fai advanced Se\ cml of the deep holes a nd jii t s adjacent 
to the walls Imc been filled with Fand fiem a rising gioiind opposite 
to the Pnncc’fi bastion A liatlcry to tcenic the giound Ijcfoicthc 
Apollo gate and pieicnt ani* attempts to land near Old Woman's 
island is not quite linit-hcd A wall has been raised about eight feet and 
c.iiricd fiom the north Flionldcr of the Cavalier ba-stion, nortliw.wd 
obliquclv befoie the low cmlain between that bastion and .that of the 
tank ill this wall there will be tbico rctuins oi faces towaid.s the 
bcfoicmcntioned .uichoiing giound opposite the Caswlier bestion Tin'p 
IS extremely nceossaiy as the liattoiy which was behind it and raibcd 
with cocoaimt tiecs nas wasted awaj' and rcudcied useles.s.* 

Boniliay Consultation, 10th JunolTCO: Oidcicd th.at the principal 
cngiiicoi be again ici]uuc(l to debvci ns copy of the plans and scctinne 
of the foi tifications on the isl.and, transmitted to oui llonourabli' 
Mast Cl f. by the Chnfon.- 

About the middle of 1760 the principal engineer Sfajoi IMaco writes 
the follow ing Icttei (7lh July) to Govcnimcnt legauling the Dongii 
fort: I hare alwais looked upon the commanding height and situation 
of Bonsrii lull 01 foit to be such as might pi o\ oof dan geious consequence 
to Ronilny whenc\ci attacked. And thcieforc in iny humble opinion 
I deemed it ab-olutcly necessary that the lull s]]ould ciilici be foitifie-1 
01 the foit oiitiiely demolished The foimer I Imc begun but am fo 
much impeded by some houses and Ecicral huts that I fcai it will not 
bo m my powci to Focure the icmamdcr of tlie hill as it ought to Iw 
against the attempt of an active enemy unless those obstructions are 
icmovcd Foi by the Mcinily of tlioso liouses an enemy may un«eon 
come up to the vciy top of the lull Thcic me some houses which on 
ilio Fame account wcie ordered to be removed above two veare and now 
icmaiii a complete nuiFanec to the defence of tJic hill. Upon this 
account lest there maj'" not be rime sufficient to put that pait out of 
danger, I humbly appiehend it ought as much as possible to Ixj icndered 
iin=eniceahlo to an enemy and to ho done in time whilst in oiir jiowei 
It may be made leady foi blomiig up whenever it i® found icquisitc 
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^and only such a part now be destro3'C(l as may be most advanlagcons to 
the pic'ent puipose I luimbl}’’ beg leave to observe that in my opinion 
I cannot see of nliat benclit that woik is now to bo to the tomi. 
But I ventuie to affirm it would afford veij' singular advantages to 
an enemy attacking the town. I hope j'our Honours mil please to take 
this affair into consideration and at the same time be entirely assuicd 
that it is thiough a strict adherence to my duty that I now press this 
point. I never had and hope I never shall have a desire to remove a 
single stone or an}' other pai ticular whatever but such onlj- as appear to 
me detiimental to service. I must also beg leave to recommend to j'our 
Honoui's consideration the obstruction I now meet with from the 
houses befoi’e the bazar gate ravelin and immediatelj' in the way of the 
glacis, tell owners of some of them as I have been well informed having 
dwelling houses elsewheie let out at a very small icnt.^ 

This letter was read at the nest daj'^s Consultation when the Board 
remark : Head a letter from the principal engineer representing tliat 
he IS gicatly impeded in cari-jung on the public works b}' several houses 
near the bazar gate ravelin and in the way of the glacis, likewusc by 
several neai Dongri fort, not being pulled dowm agreeable to former 
orders, proposing at the same time to destroj^ a part of Dongii foit 
immcdiatelj'- and to prepaie the rest for being bloun up to prevent an 
enemy getting possession of it. It is resolved that after a valuation he 
be lequiied to proceed immediately in pulling down all the afore- 
mentioned houses and such others near Dongn as he maj- .iudge neces- 
sary, and that he be ordcicd to acquaint the pioprietors of those houses 
alroadj’ directed to be pulled down that if thej’ do not forthwith set 
about the same, it wnll he done at their own expense. The determining 
with lespcct to Dongn foit is deferred till the principal engineer 
delivers a more particular account of Ins proposals regaiding it - 

Four daj's later the principal engineer submits his further explana- 
tion as required bj'' Government on the 12th July. He wiiLes : In obe- 
dience to jmnr Honours^ directions to me for a further exiilanation of 
wdiat I propose in icgard to the demolishing of Dongn fort, I propose 
to dismount and take out the guns from the tower, to bicak 
up the floor and clear out the eaith down to the rock, to bieak down 
the walls which join the low works to the tower so as to make a 
separation suflicicnt to picvent an eutr.mce by that means into it, to 
make mines uudei the tw’O small platforms bcfoiemciilioncd lu older 
to their being destroj'’cd wdien necessaiy or w’heu tlic other pai t of the 
lull IS put 111 a inopor condition of defence TVIicn tins is done I am 
humbly of oiiiuion tliat the tow’cr and other works should be demol- 
ished.® 

On receipt of the above letter the Board pass the follownng orders 
on the loth Jul}*: Bead a letter fiom the principal cngmcei wherein 
he particularl}’’ explains the proposals he made the Sth inst. in 


1 Major Jllacc to (lovcrnmcnl 7tl> .Tuly 1700, rul) Diary 3 1 of 1700, .I] 8 - 019. 
s Horn flov. ConsuUaiinn Sth Julj 1700, I’uli Diary Jl of 17l)9, .il.i . 
sjlajoi Mace to tio\ crnmeiit 12th July 1700, Pub. Diaiy 34 ot 1700, 530 - 537. 
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icgaid to ilemoli'-liiiipf Dongii fort. Bui .as we deem it .a ni.all<jr n[ 
inijioitniicc and as two inemLeis of llio Boaid me now indispo-ed 
the doteiinining tlieicon is dcfuiicd idl another meeting.’ 

Twoveuks latei on the 2*1(11 .Tnly consideration of the piincipal 
ciif?ineer's letter legnidimy Donepa loit nas lO'iiincd nlieii the 
fi.lloMiii^ oidei.. a\eie p.isscd: ltcpeiii.-ed the ])i]nei]ul enfjiiiccr'b 
lettei dciiieicd the loth 111 st c\]il.iimn" his pioposnls about deinolhli- 
in^ Bom'll foil As he has re]>ieseiitcd under the Ilid iiist. that 
he eminol see what Ixineflt th.al foi t c.m he to the ton n, and (hat it 
noiild alToid veil smffiil.u adiant.i'^'s to an eiiemv afriinst the town, 
and ho liciiig the jnopeie^t judye in tliefo t.ise=, it is lesolitd that he 
piocced in demolishing the fuitiii the inaniiei he jiioiiobcs - 

At a Coiibiilla'inii, the £2nd .Tnly 17C0, the Hoard observe : 
Tlieie licing nnn\ hammals and carnais {hhinint 01 s.nlins) on the 
island nho me not cnijdii^cd at this fo.isoii .and ne ha\o lensoii 
to lielieve noiild woik on the foi(inc.itions weie they assiiied of liciiig 
called off to their own piopci hnsine=s as the season ojioiis, the 
Piesidcnt ])io]ioscs putting them nndei the Boinhay caittom iii<istcr& 
oideih foi foitilic.atioii puiposes which is appio\ed.“ 

Some ecpojs being employed .as lahouieis on the woiks, thou daily 
jKij loi .aeiiiig 111 that ca]».icity is settled at 12 jneo e.ieh being le-s than 
what IS allowed common laliouicrs * 

Several mtiliecis living at M.irgaoii comjdaimiig of then Iicing 
assessed foi the county i|.iil and of then wives being obligi'd to woik 
on the foi tiliiatioiis, an impiiiv into the p.unc is icfeiied tu the cullec- 
toi “ 

'the riOMdcnl .aeiiuamting the piincijial engineer th.at he Hunks it 
advisable to l.ike into considciatiun the hlale ol the foi liilcat ions now 
going on and vvliith oi them arc most ahsohitoly necessary to lie coni- 
]ilcted at this jiinetuic, the engincvi leinesonls (r;{iil Sejitcmhei 17u0) 
that the woik at Doiigri foil and at the ravelin hcfoic the har.ii g.atc 
willhevciv slioitly imishcd, the essential jnit bung done, and that 
lie IS now completing the Hank of the Dock Hind bastion, Hie 
battciy below the Tank Ixislion of tlio foil, mid Hie coveied wav 
Thc'O he thinks aic mo-l ahsohitoly ncccss.uy. He is oideied to 
finish them heiore he lA’gms .any new woik.® 

llogaidiiig the deinohlion of the Poilugiio=o chin eh Hie HnmKiy 
Govcimncnt wiite (2UHi Novcmhci 1700) to the Coiiit: The Poitu- 
gui'i-e chniili without the hizai gale lieiiig coii'^idoiahly vviHiiu 100 
y.iiilE of the gate and as wo aio £.itisficd that, if alf.ieked by an 
Euiopcaii oncin}' the chuicli vionld piovc of the utmost ill consequence 
to the defence of this jilace, as some of Hie walls wcic foui feet tlmk 


1 Bum (7o\ Consultation ]3tli .Till} 1700, Piili Biar} .TI of 1700, .'i2S 
- Itoni Goi Coiisiiltation 29Ui Julj WOO, Puli TJiar} 3'> of 17WI, ."itiC. 
^Boiii Ooi Coiisnltatioii 23iul .liil} I7(i0, I’lili Di.ii} 17 of 1700, '.33. 
^ Iti.in Goi. CsMsultatiuii 29tli Jiil\ J7s'i, Pub Jli.ir} .10 of 1700, Ol.O 
sBiiin fioi Dnr} .7tlj Aiir 1700, Pul. I'l ir} 35 of I7C0. '.‘>2 
'Bom, Gov. Consultatiou L’3id Sept. 1700, Pub, Uni} J3 of 1700, 710 
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built of cbuiiam and stone, we resolved on tlie 29 th July on its being 
pulled down and oi’deicd the principal engineer to pitch on a piopei 
place for the materials being removed that the church may be icbuilt 
and the now valuation amounting to Hs, 18,675-3-9 .t or Es. 7565-3-73 
less than the estimate made by the clerk of the woiks in 1755 be paid 
to the ])ioprietois. This diilerencc has arisen from our allowing SJi 
feet thicn, onlj’-, sufficient for the walls of the new chiiivh and the 
valuaj?oir^' an oart belonging to youi Honours given in exchange for 
- due^ppropiiatel to lebiuld the eliuieh in, mil be deducted fioin the 
valuation. The demolition of the church is neaily effected and we 
hope that your Honouis on consideimg its extiemely dangerous situ- 
ation and prodigious stiength of the walls will concur with us in the 
necessity for having it icmovcd ^ 

In the same letter the Bombay Government continue icgarding the 
. other n oiks : Since the month of February, the last face of the Dock 
Pier Head has been raised and closed to the wall for a tliiid dock and 
the retaining wall to the ramjiart of those faces of the Piei Head lias 
been raised and lillcd with caith. An arched bomb-proof jiassagc has 
been earned under that rampart to communicate with the small pier 
for covering the gate of the outward dock fioin the ^^olenee of the 
sea. Upon the three faces of tlie Doek Piei Head embiasures aio now 
foiming for eight guns (seven of which the engineer says will bo 
leady by the end of this month) liaMug an cutiie command over the 
chief anchonng ground before the fort which on that side will be well 
flanked thereby. On the other side of the fort near whcie a battery 
of cocoanut trees and earth liad been raised but Ava'^hed awa3% 
batteries of masonry well flanked are raised from the outermost rocks 
at low Avater to the height of the floor of the cmbiasuies Taa'o sides 
taco t^>A aids the afoiementioucd andioring ground and command it 
. Avelhbeing almost as near to it as the caA’aliei bastion before aa Inch it 
layi^. Tins batter 3' has the adA’antage of not being seen from ships 
uAtil the3'' come on the ground and are iejAd3' to drop their anchors as 
/the batteries he retired liehind the shoulder of the caA'aliei bastion 
/ under a low cuitain and the tank bastion of the fort Avhich they 
coA'ci The communication up to Dongn hill is just done except finish- 
ing some banquettes and two or Ihiee platforms. The aa-IioIc hill is noAV 
made cap.-ible of being disputed aaiUi an enemy 1)3' its bieastAA'oiks and 
platforms (both Avitli embiasures and barbette) for running on field 
pieces or mounting guns occasionall3'. All this lies open to the guns 
of the tAvo northern bastions, to the caA'aliei on the Piincc's bastion and 
to one face of the raA'eliii before the bazar gale. So that an enem3' must 
bo A'er3' numerous to prcA'iul oA'er these difliculties particularl5'- as the 
toAvei IS now rendered useless against the toAvn, should an enem3' get 
possession of it heieas before had an encm3' forced or suijirised 
that adA'antagcoiiB post and ground it would haA'e been almost im- 
possible for the toAA'n to haA'e Avitlistood the anno3'anco that might 
haA'e been poured on it from that quaitcr. The parapet and banquettes 
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of til e place of aims and coicicd ivay befoic the Piince's I'a'slionaie 
done and tlio glacis is ncaily foimcd Ihe paiapets and otliei paits 
of the coveied way befoie the Banian Bastion arc canning on Part 
of the llooi of the nest cm tain in tlie foit, under ivhicli aic a magazine 
and some stoicioonis^ liaving fallen in by the beams lotting in the 
walls two bomb-jiioof casemates iindci that pait aie now well 
advanced,* 

To icduce the cxpcndituic on foitification woihs, at a Consult- 
ation the 27th .Tanuaiy 1761 the Bombay Goveinineiit diiect. 
Ml. j\Iace being picsciitto considci the state of the foi tiHcations and 
the llonouiablc the Court of Hiicctois' oideis couccining them, it is 
lesolvcd that the numbei of people emijlo 3 ed thcicoii fiom tlus date 
shall not exceed SOU in the nhole though 1800 to 1800 have lutheito 
been emiiloyed. Mi Mace pioiio«ing to dchvci his opinion in wilting 
of the woiliB he judges most lequisitc to be c.iiiied out, liken i^e the 
ncce='-ity foi the woiks which have been finished, the same is appioved. 
And ho fiiithei pioiiosing, as Bic ictaining n.all of the covcit naj' is 
:hii advanced and he deems it absoluteh' nccos'.aiy for the safetj'' of 
the place that it should lie completed with all expedition, that an)' 
people who niaj' lie willing to cany it on ly contiact undci hn> diicc- 
tion ma)' be employed foi that piiiposc, we concur tliciom Agiccablo 
to tins the Secietaij' IS oideicd to gi\o notice we shall sit this day 
foitnight to leccive any scaled pioposals that maybetendciedus. The 
iMapi and Piincipal Engineer then withdiew " 

On file 3id Februaij' 176], Mi James Mace submits the following 
detailed lepoit on the state and icqiuicmeuts of Bombaj' in point bt 
defence and '■cciiiitv to the inliabitant'- • On my aimal lieic 1 often 
hcaid it was generally expected that nuniheis of black meichants w oiild 
come fiom Siiiat .md other p.iits to settle at Bombaj’, judging zfc 
would bo a scciiic icsnlenec, not oulj’ fiom the insults of au enemy 
but also to avoid otbei inconveniences, which thej' weie lepoitcd to 
lie subject to uiidei the countij’ goieiiimcnt That these meichants 
would want to build laige houses and w’liich could not he done within 
the piesent town, neithci in mj* opinion ought it to be pcnnittcd within 
GUO ) aids of tlie town walls The w.ills appealed tome to he geiic- 
lallj' had, and fiom then consliuction, ailoided veij- little defence. 
Tlie enviions of the town weie veij' disadvantageous On the south- 
west a body of tioops might he lodged and shclleied within tw'o 
bundled yaids of the place, undci cover of hou'-cs, walls, banks, holes, 
faces, and a hurjing gionnd with large monuments UmC** favour of 
these means of shcltei au cnemj’ nuglit ajipioach unseen within a few' 
paces of the Apollo Gate. 

Towaids tlie noith end of the town an attack might be foimed with 
gicat advantage fiom behind an offensive n>.mg gioiind siiflieient 
to cover a numbei of men Tins using giound extends soiillnvaid ncai 
the length of the town, and is too appaient an advantage foi au 

* Bomliay Gorcmmcnt to Couit 20th Nov 1700 p.ira 126, Pub Dcp. Lcttiis to the 
Court Vol. 7 of 17C0, ing-200 
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enemy to iioglccfc, besides tlie many quairy holes for sand stone ■wheie 
in a short time battciies might bo foiined watiiin one bundled yaids and 
much less of the wall. 

Between the piementioned rising giound and Doiigii, upwaids of 
two liundi-ed houses weie standing far wilhm the four bundled yaids 
which long befoie weie ordoicd to be cleared. Adjoining to these 
house's and fiontuig the noith end of the town stood the commanding 
hill and towci of Dongii. As fiom their constrnetion and other defects 
I considered the defences of the town to be veiy insuifieient in ca'.e of 
an attack, and as the environs weie so favouinblo to an enemy I felt 
these evils could neither easily nor speedily be remedied. Add to tins 
the gieat lull of Dongii commanding the whole tonm, hiding behind it 
good landing places, and, as ships can pass above the middle ground so 
near as to cover a landing thcie, the probability and danger of an 
cncmj’ jiossesring that hill or forming even a lodgment behind it with 
socuiity, appealed to demand my utmost attention and capacitj'. 
On these and the like considciations I foinicd the ® bne from 

Dongii to Back Bay, which would then have shut out an enemy fiom 
annoying the toivn m the most defoncelcss places. By these means 
likewise there would have been sufficient loom for the niimbci of houses 
w’anted, not oulj' in lieu of those pulled dowm, but for the new' inhabit- 

IS expected. Nor would this have been so expensive ns imtting the 
^"’ilind side of the jiresent tow’n in a piopcr condition of defence. 1 had 
the stiictest attention to the interest of my Honouiablc Eniiiloycis. I 
judged it the best, and indeed my only motive for not having vigoioiisly 
puisucd that plan was my doubt of its meeting the Honouiablc 
Compan^'^s concurience. 

I hiimblj’’ beg leave to obseivc it is not piobable any Euiopean enemy, 
least of all the French, would attempt this place only by sea. The 
land is their moie immediate view on tho^e oecaMous, and their military 
capacity would easily avail itself of every adv.antagc. 3’hercfoie 1 
thought it my duty to have an eye to every p.nt I judged dangerous, 
and the woik wws conducted wnth all the despatch I wns capable of 
■'^Iriving the w’oi kmcu to. J acted wuth true zeal and used all the frugality 
possible, whiCii. I hoiio will never be doubted, as I can solemnly declare 
tliat m all my 2 JJ oceediiigs hcic I never meant other than to do the 
utmost in mj” power foi the Ilonouiable Company's mtciest. The 
huge sums expended have been chiefly axiplied to those services pointed 
out in the lionourable Company's 9Hh paiagi’a 2 ih, such as the Dock 
Pier Head ^ the lias tions and cui tains of tlie I'oib, the battciies below 
ihe Cavah ^ and Tank bastions commanding the anchoiing giound 
before the Castle. Those w'cio mostly in bad condition, and some, 
before the additions, weie incapable of defence. 

The Dock Pier Head, as it w^as intended to be conducted bcfoie 
my pioxiosal of alteiing its Icnglh and diieetion, I may venture to 
afliim, would have been infinitely more expensive tlLHi anyllung that 
has been done in my time It would have prevented tlie constmciion 
of a third dock, and w'ould, no w'aj s, have commanded the anchorage 
from the Castle. ^ This it now docs with seven cmbrasiiies. The two 
faces of the bastion in the fort called the Cavalier, w'cic so low"^ as to be 
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cnmmandi'il l)j llir ‘hJiw, and at liiirli water (lie Pinlirn-ine': inifrht 
lia\o Ij’ori (‘iilori’d fiom ljo-it< The piraju-l*- killi on tlio 
lt.i‘'li(in ami in the foil tow.nnl llip FLM Iicin»; too thin, hid Iiei n a’l;'- 
iiiiMiii'il with tod voil:, and thoiiLrli in llio h-it-; tontlmlK waloufl to 
hind .ind piL'tone tlmn, jet -neru falhn down In liie Imiiowini,' of I'll' 
and ollici \ ciiniii 'J he hilleiy m.idii of ( .u'o iniit tie-' and v n tli ludow* 
thpC.i\.ihci iiulT.mk Catltons T Iib-wi-c found iniiiiiis hoinir nioslly 
washed .iway liy the tei and do'tnn I'd liv vermin. attention w.is 

tlicnhi}rhl\ due to tutli woiKt who-c niinoiit and dofuiiCidn'S (ondiljo,! 
01 otlioi dcfeels diniaiidoil iniiiunh.ilc leiiicily. 

Ilcdumiij the hill at Doni'ii to ii jnojier lend woiild boawoikoF 
manyjeai^ I'lirlher, as the intended line fimn th-* lowei to Jhiek 
Ilay was not Ix'tn'ii. A was iicce''.iry to s >c‘iiie the hill fioiti a i enemy 
pnssc-tjon, hj hmiifi a srond ei)mniiinie.itioii tlieielo, 'J'Jie top of the 
hill has now a temjini.iry hie.isluoik to jneionl a Furjni/e, And 
the line of coiniininRalinii is coinm.iiided l>y the ^^i^l 1 d\i anrl Piinee's 
It.islions, the Ci\nIioi and one f.io-* of the Itaisdin hefoie the llarir 
Gate, while hy its owni flankin'? aii'rles the line coiiiin.inds tlic thoro 
tow aids ^Liroaon nioie ficely than the towci 

111 e.asc of tlic intended line fiom Don{»n to Baek Bay not meolin" 
the Ilononinhlo Coinp.im’s eoncnrience, it l)cc.ime still inoie necessatv 
to ^iiaid a<minsl what might oceiii fiom the had situation of t. 
prc-enl town walls, at leiist bj the additinn of a coveied w'av and 
glacis (the jurapet of winch i? alic.vly earned fiom the Mnnd\i to 
opposite the B.uiian Bastion). As the sitmtinn of the irround lound 
the town walls was so disadvaiikiirciuis to its defence, it would Iii\e 
liccn highly rcqui-ite to ha\o clean’d .way OCO y.iids lound it instead 
of 'lUU (as Inltoiics for lnc.itli might Ic i.aiswl at the Littci distance) 
wliitli would lia\e added considei.dilj' to the c’tjicnse winch hy the 
intended line might hive licen .amidcd All th '’.'0 iiiconicmcnces 
which I had to ciifomitci will, I hope, show the nceessitj fm what his 
hcon done Also that in justice to my llonouinhlc Bmpkneis, I could 
no way asoid giving my o]>niinn fn’cly of wh.it I could not hut think 
was so highly icquisilo foi the defence of the ]>Iacc Had any accident 
liapjionod how miglit not I have lioen cousin ed ' 

Tliicc d.i) slater. Gill rchniiTy 17Cl,Mr JLicc writes anolliei leltei 
to Goicrnmcnt icgaiding the woiks lie thinks alwolutely lequisito. 
Agiceahlc to voui llononr'f. oidcis 1 h.aio now the lioiionr to loy 
licloro you such works as seem in my huinhlc oinnion to be absolutely 
rcijuisitc. The foundations foi tnnungarchob undei iho \*'nipait near 
the dock pici to lie laid heforo the i.iins a= the woik will lioacri' 
Irouhlcsonic Bomh-jiioofs undci the west cm tain in the foit to lie 
conhmied, oi the icniaining part ni.iy till in, as that now aiclied did 
lasl 3 c.ai. As it isj communication nvei the w cst cut tarn to the I'lag 
Instion is not safe The building of otlici nuga/mes, those in the fort 
heing bad. The Chuich gate and Apollo gate to bo seemed, hy eomo 
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Fmall w'ovkljofoic tlionij moio paiticiilarly llio Apollo gale, a? the 
piUialion hefoic il is vciy cli>!aflvaulngcoup to lhat end of llio town.* 

Ou icceipt of the above two Icttcis the Boaid pass the following 
Older on the 6th l'’ebniaiy 1761 • Head two letters fiom the piincipal 
cngmeei, one urging the neccssiiv for the works which have been 
caiiied on since his aiiival, the othei icpicscniing those woikshejoL 
deems absolutely requisite. Determining on the latter of thcfo leltcis 
is deferied till proposals aie reecued £oi completing the ictaining wall 
of the glacis b}* contiaofc. But the piopo'-cd d.immai house ncai the 
Dock head being very essential to tlie maiine scnicc, it is agiced that 
he be oideicd to set about it diicelly." 

On- the 10th l^Iaich 1761 the Bnaid oidcr that Itfr. i\racn he 
diiectcd to piepaic tw-o sketehos c£ the buildings inund the Rieen fiom 
the !^^.1ndvl to the^ Mniinc House to bo tiansnnttcd to the Honourable 
the Couit of Direct 01 by s-hips JHijinouf and Lon'hm to shoAV them the 
true bt ate of those building.s and that none have been can icd on betn con 
the Chuich and tlic Fort.-* 

Begauling the progicss in the foifific.ilions on the Jib Apiil 1761 
the Bombay Government write to the Court, paiagiaphs 13G-1."7 ; The 
follow'ing progiess has been made in the ftivLillcations since (27th 
Fein nary 176U) the last ships wcio despatched to your Honou is The 
two huge bombpi oof casemates undci the west cm tain in the fort aic 
closed in and the upper coat of the ten ace is laving on 1 ho batteries 
between the Cavaliei and I’ank bastions aio in forwardness, thice 
ombi.asmcfi being fmibhed and scion olhcis begun. [Most of the 
relaining ivall for the rampai t is done and tilled with cnitb, Thiee 
platfoiins on the Dock Pier head aic laid and the olheis coinjilcting. 
Under the rampart ncjii the flank of the Dock Pier head d.ammai and 
cook rooms for the shipping aic begun. The paiajict of the glacis is 
carried on tow aids the curiam betw ecu the Banian and Mooi Ixistions.* 

In legard to the hcaiy expenses on the woiks on the dth Apiil 1761 
the Bombay Govcniment wiitc to the Couit; We of the Council aio 
concemed that notwithstanding the anlhonly given in the 101st 2 )aia 
ofyoui command.s of the 'Hli May 1757 for oicctmg .such woiks a.s 
Mr. Jface might think evidently iicccssaiy for the immediate defence 
of'thc island without waiting £oi fuithor oideis from your Uonoms, 
and the letter ho.delivcicd us in Consultation Uic 17th Fchiuary 1758, 
fully icpicsentcd in the 145th pavagiaph of onr addicss of the Sth 
Apiil following, yom Ilonouis should censnic the forlifiing tho 
towTi on the k-.id side from Dongii to Back Bay so seicicly as to deem 
us guilty of an absolute breach of ordeis. The necessity of thi.s 
work ilr. Mace has represented in a letter delivered the 6th Fohni- 
ary last to which wo heg leave to icfcr 3 'our Honours. At the 
same time we have long desisted from caiii'ing on the land foiHfiea- 
tion. Indeed no fmlher piogicss has been made therein than clearing 


1 Mr M.1CC to Hominy Oovcnirntnl Ctli Feb. 1701, Pub Dinry .10 ot 1701, 148 
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aiva} the eccoanntiiecij for lajing 11.0 foundation of the uj]] Willi 
lospcct to yoiii Ilonouis icmaihing that ive haic lately jieimittcd laige 
and lofty home', to he built hclw ixl the Chuich and Foil, -ho liken ifc 
beg leave to lefcr youi Ilonnui'! to a tketeh ivo oidorcd ^fr. Mace to 
diaiv to 'how j ou the tiiie s-tato of the building' loiind the Gicen fioin 
the Mandii to the Mamie Iloiue and nc fhall pay a due icgaid to 
joui Honiiui's' oideis foi no Iioufc'. being built in iutuie but with the 
engineei’s wiitten appioval ^ 

On the Glh May 1701 the Couit niite In yoiii leltei of the 27lh 
Fehinaiy 17(50 jou gne ns an aeeonnt of the woiks n Inch you thought 
iiccc‘«aiy to he earned on and a derail of the piogic's made theiein to 
that tmie These \\c oli'civc aic attended with veiy hca^y or pemc^ 
not only in can ring on the woikc, but hkewire in tlie pulling and 
ciiltiiig down many houses buildinp«! and tiee"* to the amount cf 
Es 1 CijOOO and uiiw aids w hicli w c find has been jiaid to the ]« opnctoi s 
on that aceoiint Woiks of leal u.-o and immediate nceesFity you liavo 
had our leaic to set about and only such without oiii pienoiis 
appioliation We expect you will most stnctly attend to and ob-cno 
oui oidcis on this head and in paiticulai those contained in niii gciicial 
Icttci of last searon under date of the 25th Apiil 1760. These w'eie 'o 
loiy full and explicit that wo ilattci oiiisehes aftei the iceeipt theieot 
you will gne u« no fnithei occasion to ainmadieit uiion joui conduet 
with icsiiect to tliefoitifiealions and w'oiks,® 

Seeing that eei tarn woiks should be speedily completed, the Bnaul 
diiect on the 8th Septemher 1761 It being absolutely iieees'aiy the 
following eight woiks should be comiiletcd as fast as i)o«ihle, the 
expense of w Inch w c judge will not be considciable and a"* the lieople 
cmploicd on the dock may woik thcicoii when the tides will not admit 
of then woiking at the dock, it is oideied that they be eniplojed 
accoidingl^’’ The woiks to be completed aic (1 ) The aichcs intended as 
daminai houses (which aie alieady ncaily completed) as sueh houses aie 
much wanted and the aichcs in then picsciit state aic liable to much 
dangci (2) A letaining wall to be luu fiom tlic'e aiches to the wall 
towa ds the sea that the uppci flank which is paitly foiined bi them 
may be made useful and hare gnne mounted on it which cannot be done 
lints pic'cnt state This foi ships coming tow aids the load will he a 
yciy useful iiic (3) The cntiaiicc of the aicliway to tliolowei liastinn 
Tins 111 its tnescut unfinished stale iiiav inonldei aw ay and submit the 
Company to a much Iioanei cxpeu'^c than will lie inclined by finis hmo 
it now. ( Ij The two small aiclics inleiided foi cookicoii^ and the slope 
iij) to the lamiiaits being woiks ol little expense as then foundation*! 
aic laid and hiought above the suifaco. These aichcs will not oiih 
.idmit of mounting useful guns low aids the sea hut the ecoki corns finis 
fixed will picvent the Fcamcn of the squadinu making files in tlie 
dangci ous mannei they now do in dillcient jilaees a juactiee wluili 
without fixed cook looms it is haidly possible to jn event (5) The 
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single of ilic at llic onlwaiil ilaek-g.itc, tlie work llicic in it*; 

In C'cnl nnlini'-Iiecl statu being li.iblu to receive mneh damage. (9) Tliat 
open pait o£ the lu‘-tion once l.ilkcd of a*' a inag.i/.ine. 'I In*- nui‘-t. be 
converted into a ‘•in.ill tuinpoiaiy inanaxmc for lodging the ])owdci 
of aiij- ship or vc'-'-el 11111011 may haul into the dook 01 a'-bore to 
picvont tlie laigc store ning.uinc*! being ojiened so often sis they aie at 
piO'enl. f7) 'I be diam 01 cut thsit leads fmm this intended magaxine 
to the d''ck must be lilled up. At pic'cnt it only ‘■(•nt's to oolleet 
ivatei i\lm.h inooinnvides the docks as the woiks aboi cincnt ioned 
lilscui-e do in thciv ]ne>-ent nnlini-hed state insoinnoh that they sue 
a consulei.il lie addition to the oypeme ol keeping the doeh.s free fiom 
nater. (.S) A piopei diain to bo contiiicd for (.aiiiing the natoi clcsir 
of the docks nliieh will save a eoii'-idcinblc montJdv cbsiige.* 

Ivegaiding the heavy CNpciuc-. on i\ oiks the Oomt .ag.iin wiitc on 
]Olh Apiil 17(52 ; It is alw.ais ivitli concein i\c begin oni rem.iiks 
upon fortifie.'itions and bnildiiios^ no find b^' the aeconnls yon fmm 
time to time g'iie us of the noiksj that Ibei ate atlcndcil wiib be.ivy 
e\' 2 )enscsj fsn moic than lie bad any iesi«on to c'j.ce1. TJie tnecuding 
as nell as oui last ye.u’s oiders ivoie cx]»rcss that no uoiks <-bonI(l be 
< allied on but tleue that weic most nmncdiatelv and alisolntcly 
noce savy. Wo toidt notice IsinI jeav of the laigo sums panl foi lioii*os 
building.- and ticc-. Now wo find this aiticlo swelled nith llio 
demolition sind icbiiilding the Poi lugue'-c eliuuh and pai iiig foi still 
moic buildings amounting in all to lls 2.‘),2fiS. We innsl >5uppoce 
that ynti bad extinoidinavy good ic.^^ona for lbs*; transsiclion. Jt i<? 
endent if an ininiediatc stop is not jiut to those cv.pense>«, on the Ic.ist 
opening gnen tliem the eiigiiiecis will bo cvci foimmg now jiiojcct-?, so 
thiit our nioiicv nill be bmicd in stone w.ills clnmam and evjionsiio 
ojiui.ilioiic, iibilc our mcicanlilc concerns languish .and we cvpeiioncc 
ilis.ip]ionitmcnts which i\c should have no reason to cxjvel if oui iiioncy 
11 . 1 *; not c\]iL’nded on thcsc iniinnfitahlo norks, J'’j<im the loiigaceount 
you give nC the state of them in the 12(5lh paia of voiir letter of the 
I’Oth Noiciiihei 17(5(1, sutlicicnt *:cems to he done f»)r yiuii sceuiitv in 
the jioiiits MO diiectcd Conscipicnlly all the future eliaigcs iic slull 
expect to lie.ii of m ieg.aid to them mil be only i\ bat may )>rc*?civo 
tboin in gcod oider. Poi ivc positively lejical bcie that no moio be 
imderl.ikeii ivilli'Uit oui jnevious a])j)iobation.- 

Tii the t.nnc lottei the Court eonliuuc . Ouroideis are pcieiii]itory 
and cvjnor's. You shall cntei ninm nocxiiensnc iioiks Milhout ouv 
ajiiuohation, cxceiding such as necessity obliges you to and ivboro 
your sjifety mil not admit of ivaitiiig for our dncctions. Can yon 
po*;sibly .avoiv that the demolition of the Portuguese cli arch conici under 
that descniition ? 'Jhcnivhy slioiild at a lime, nlicu no most 
cauicslly called upon yon foi every aid, ivanlouly dissi^iale tlionsands ? 
Wc can haidly paidon such gross disohcdicncc. And once for all 11 c do 
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positively tell juuiliut mg slia.11 call upon \ou in anutlici maunci if out 
oiiluib me time dieic'rmiletU 

In 17G1 (Aiipiiht Hill) the pi incip.i1 cng;iiicer Mnjoi Mace died m 
Boniliay .anil the Hili-cnsfineei Cn])t.ain Andreu’ AVcriici u.ae placed in 
cliarpo On the loth -I line 17*32, Caplain Wcinei inspected the 
Iiiiblications niiA faiilmiilled to (lincinnient the follouin" detailed 
lepoil Iljiviny l.ili’ly inspected the slate of the foiiilicatione, I think 
it inciimlicnt on me to icjne'^ent to you the additiinis .and lopnire I 
coneidei altsoliiteli ncec'eary, to lie ininicdutely "iicn them to iviider 
them teiiahlc in e i<-c of an att.ick fioni the enemy, I ha\o lAcwi-e 
enclosed .i of Midi stoiee as I think uill lie suflieicnt for a nx 
months’ ‘■luMc Since without tlie«e slnice all oui endeaioiii'- foi the 
defence of the pl.ico miL'ht lie iti.idc ineflecliial, thej oii<>ht to he pro- 
iidcd A couple of fiie ‘■hips would also he of the peatcst foi lice 
ajj.ainsl .m attack hy ‘ca, but .is tliiF does not come iiithm.niv Fj.hcic, 
I !«" lenic merely to offer my oimiion. Ilio iioiks iilich 1 deem 
inmiediately ncceitaii are . 

1 The two c.imlieis on the Prmce's nnd Biiiiaa ba‘twiLs to be tLpuii.iI 
and guns iiioiiiiUd uii them 

U A Lind of rivthn for coicring Uie tbiiicb .and Ajiollo gates- 

J To cunijdetu tbc gLtcis loiind the tonii n.ill. 

<1 To coiiiphlc llic batlcri uiid) rttiu T.iiil; bastion of tlic c.isl1c m lucb 
maniiLi as to iliuIli it ht foi niiiiiidi.itv SLaiiti* 

.' 'I o mill) Buiigri fort for In tag li'oi> n iipiiic.i*c of an tiiimi s lAing 
poisvssioii of It and to li.iiL sonic siimll gulls niuuiitiJ thtru to opposj llioir 
lunding 

0, A Inlteri to bo ircLtcd nl Sl.l/gaon 

7 Guns to be iiiunnUd on the Bmd.ir iihaif on the side tow.irds the 
M.ii me Ifoiisc 

8 I'o 111 iLi' some 1* nnli-proor pi icos for the pic'Crv.ilion lI the men oT 
dull .uid fui ail liospital dining tli>- siigi : 

On the points noted m the ahoie leltei the Bo.iid pa=s the folloiiinjr 
ic'oliition‘5. (1) 'Jlio select committee conciiiiinp’ in the necessity of 
lepaninn: the two e.uaheis on the rniice’s and Jt.aiii.an hnslions anil of 
mounting {Jims on them foi the Ijetlei defente of the jil.iec, the 
bastions aic oiJcied to lie lepaiicd in the spyL’dicsl niannei and ‘o as 
not to rcqmie any fuither .additioin (0) ’J'lie Clmick and Apollo gates 
Ixang vciy niiitli cx 7 >oscd, a Iniid of mi elm for coieimg them is 
dcciiicd icry Cssontiil to then scom i(_'^ , and is tlieiefoie oidcied to be 
conii>lutcd with all possible evi'edilion hy tin on mg iipeaith foi the 
piescnt to ‘Cl VC in case of need and to he .iftciiv.iids f.iced ivith 
inasoniy nlicn time mil pcimit, sJnuild it then be lomid iiecestai}-. 
(3) As to completing the glacis lound flic town mill the Band olisciio: 
A good ]).ait ol this iioik is alieady ihusliedj and as it must he .alloiied 
to bo of the gieatcsl use foi the pie«eii.ition ot the toim, it is ie=olicd 
tocairyil on a-s £ist as possible. But as it mil be impiuctic.able to 


’ 0.111 1 to Boinlny lOlli AikiI 1702 jnro PS, I’ub. Don Court’s I/;ttcr» Vol- C of 
17C2-17I>1. 17 

' tiib-L'n^inccr to Goieriimcnt 15th June 1702, Pub Dj.'iiy.SSof ITC2, S12 311 
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complete it ivith masojiry in the same manner as tliat pait already 
finished^ the sub-engineer is oidered to thiow up earth as pointed out 
in the incccdiug aiticle ^ and it must he constructed so as to adnut of 
ledouhts being thrown up to strengthen the cuitdins. (J) To complete 
the battery under the Tank bastion of the castle in such manner as to 
lendci it lit for immediate service, is a work so veiy essential to the 
defence of the iilacc towaids the sea that it is agreeable to complete 
it with all iiossiblc expedition. (5) To mine Doiigii fort for being 

S iij) in case of an enemy's taking possession of it and to have some 
gains mounted tlieie to oppo'^e their landing, arc also deemed 
r and ordcied to be earned into execution, the tower not to he 
up till the last exticmity, as it may be of service (o) As icgards 
ery to he elected at iMilzgaon, as the eiicmv cannot biing vessels 
er the discmbaikatioii of their troops at this place, a battery is 
answei essential, as the field pieces, it is imagined, -will 

enquiied^ same purpose j but the expeclienc}’' of it to be fuithor 
side towai^®’ mounting guns on the Bandar whaif on the 

necessary to pi'b^ie-iii^e House, the Boaid remaik : This being very 
mcr liead it is oidcieh'ic enemy landing between the dock and bandar 
nreoent very thin, it irto be put in execution and the parapet being at 
the" pier so that b'^r Sust lie thickened as well as that at the end of 
small ffuns alicady-iiP^’ cannon may be placed theie instead of the 
places^ for the y mounted. (8) As icgauls making some bomb pioof 
tluiino’ the rtcf/icseiVcition of the men oil duty and for an hospital 
'aCjowm be de^®j Boaid lesolved that iMajois Munro, Piers, and 
Uipv ’■‘_^od to suivc}' the fort together with the sub-ongiueer 
and'wita-fiivcr they iccommend in this lespect to be complied with.^ 

At the same Consultation the Board consider certain measures 
proposed by Major Munio. The Diaiy has the following entry : The 
President having some time ago dcsiicd blajoi Munio to give him his 
sentiments in wilting with ic.=;pect to what might be icquisite in case 
of a siege, that gentleman dchicrs the follouing list of what measuies 
he judges absolutely nccessaiy to be immediately taken : 

1. .itll sloies to be cvaminecl and a icpoit made of their condition. All 
shells to be piovcd and fitted (hlled), and the guns on the seveial -noiks to 
be Rtlcd with cniii.-igoB These steps have been oheadj taken and oidcr.s 
- I'-sucd uccoidiiigly. 

2. Field pieces to bo fitted v ith sea cairiagcs to be nsed occa-sionally on the 
woiki Thu being <lecnied very propei, the maiinc payicabtcr is oideied 
to make such .x nmiibci and of such dnnciisioiis as the coinmandiug olliccr 
of Ai tillci y may ncipiaiiit him v ill be neceesarj'. 

3. A small temporary magasime to be made to each bastion for holding 
lion der for immediate sen ice Thicc of the h.istious have ahc.ady got 
thc^e small magazines and to each of the others it is agiccd to make one of 
laigc liiiihci planks and fasenies in the he.st uianncr the tunc will admit of. 
i All houses and buililings vitliin cannon-shot of Iho works to he 
t immediately lazed. This is a incasiiic -nhich will undoubtedly be t.aken on 
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tlio nlipc.iuiiicc of in (iiriii\. Till llioii mu tliiiiU it iiiiiioci'> 113 lo Milijrrt 
tliu Ilniiniii Ml. ('uii)]i.iii\ lo Fo cn nt .111 t^I)“ll‘■u .n*. tip i Mniilil iii ti .--.irili 
iiipiii lij it.i living dime iiiiiiu ill 

r> A', lioliv of lliu giin*< on the M iiiiIm h i~(iiin c'linni.'iid tin inTuliii liLfoiu 
tliulii.-'n (he I’oiiil iiiilurid tli.il .1 (-iial'vi In iniii.idi.itpU built 

tli'n to iiiiiidr tills iltfiLt, nml .is c.ii.iliii'. .iic .1 grv.it ih fuiiu-. to .1 
fomrn iliiiii Mitlnn.i nul'ninl.-, it 13 njULil iibiii tiiiiu Mill {iciiiiii tu iii.il c 
I’lic lo c 'I'll b'.-ti.ni 


Tlio lli'.iiil tiUu ouluietl lli.il .ill ilip nililicPtii anil 1 ilminci.. mIiIlIi lly' 

Mili-unginuL'i ii’.'vi juilire netussiii fot cm uiiir on llie Moil's ji.njio-mjfb 
lx; Jmnicdi.ilcl} cnlcrl.micil AKo lli.it the 13i>iiili.iv.iiu1M.'iliiin ciisltJ™ 
iiinstui'. lalro an aecoiml oC.ill Ihe ]iio\is5uns mid ;rimn m tlieii r^' 
spuctiic disliicts and niilcc .1 it'jmil IhuiciC to lit'* litmd. that mc/ 
KnoM mIi.iI is Miliionl .i«? moH as nithin tin* Iomii AVilli 
the list of stoiL’s jiidijod nece^taij hy the snh-ciii'iiieei, 

.ilic.idy ool a {ru’.it mam r[ lliom and sneh a^ Me h.iic not 
to he iimnedi.itolj ]uinided * ^ 


con 

mte 


The suluel oomniitlee acquaml. loth .Time 17 ^" ' ^ Board tlul in 
nsorjnciK-e of a letloi lioin the suh eiiEji "‘‘f,’ i'-'J>ii''C>din" the 
(.e-siti of ‘Oinc M'<nk« InMniy tluown np foi* ^ inimc.liite 


derptice of the pl.ice, Ihev lud I'siiud the net ^ 

pnipo'Caspei eopj of tlieii pioceedinKS no.v I.nd j ’ 

•whieli li'Miiir ro.id ate nTuniinously ijijnmcd and the .'■^’l't*"Hl‘-‘imeni 
01 del ed to comet t the G'lioi/^ttni and Fot Ifctili a® fit 
to piojndtee the foiiner as a ciiti/ci if this can lx* aMiideiTu 

Ai theio i« a gicit difliculty in piociiiint; .iitifipcrs and blx '” 1 ?'! Im 
the jiIhivo M'oiks, a iiuhhc.ition !«! iinniediately oulered to he i"ned th.it 
no people lx: cniploied m any ptivale MOiks Mhitcm until the 
Iloniiuinhle CoinjumV Minks me fuiui-litd Mith as many a^ the 
suli-cn"incei may judije ncccts.iis 


At a Consnltalmn, the 2 Plh June thcf-imo le.n, the Bomliay and 
o^I.ilnin cnstoin inasteis laj IxiEoi e the Boai d an aceonnt of the p-inin 
in then le'peetnc distiicts Ahstia(.t <5 of the=>: .iceonnts .iie •'iveii 



ISuhibty Uiain Ston 

.fpi.v IToJ, 



TUtly 

fl* 


i Pllll 


It Cl 


Khi Its 

VI 

Oh 

Jf f » 

.lltl 


i>». 

ri7 

01 

/M 

1 

hw 


iRi 

I irLiiC'l 

K-", 

• >3 



(till in *V7ojf 

■711111 jTo; 




riic.. 

Oil 

(.hi 

Bitl^ 

llIwU 

1 illi 

]lUi 

N iM*. 
ni 

n In i( 

r.t M 
j 


"M & 


M. j< 

M. 1 . 

l\m p 

M p 

K |i 

U P 1 


TmI 0 


7 

*s 


7 ji 

•S'. 1 

17 0 

^lorl 

ro 0 


2 *n I'l 

1 1 


«> 

3 i 

1 7 '2 f. 0 >0 

1 r-ilii* 

ii » 2 » 


17 

1 n 



1 4 

1 J 1 IJ.'S'J 


2 o 0 0 


747 17 

1 21 

bi r. 

fi lb 

2 2 

I. s| 

Tutsi 

iij'i :n 

27n 

I/"#* fi 

0 ^ ■ 

SIS 1 

n 11 

1>l^ i 

"0 3 


1 Hnin f!oi Con^ultition nth June 17C2. 1’uli Hun IS ui I7ii2, .tl2-."4.' 
- Ill nil fioi Cousiittatiim nthJiiuL 17(>2, I'lih Zli.irj tiS of I7(i2. 't.l 
® IJoni. Goi , Consultitiuii 2i>lU June 1702, 1’lih Diarj JS of 1702, 17 .’. 




Matciials.] 


AND ISLAND. 


313 


A*? rogartlp ovorpceib the Bombay Diary o£ the 6th J ulj' has the follow- 
ing entrv , Being of ojiinion that the appointing gentlemen to o^Cl^ce 
the Avoilcincii emiiloyed on the fortifications n ill greatly I’oni ai cl the same, 
and in the end piovc a coiisideiablc faimg to our Hononrable hlasteip, 
and many ofliccis of vespels now nnemplojed having made a tender of 
thoiv suivice on this occasion, it is agreed to entertain them at the latc 
of Bp. 18 a month or four shillings a day being the same as is 
alloM'cd to the military oflieeis. The snb-enginecr having bkewise 
’•■>piesonted that a palanquin is not sufficient for hmi to attend the 
*=GreiaI noiks which he is under an absolute necessity of visiting every 
ily, tlic paymaster is oidcicd to make him an additional allowance of 
a month for a convcj'ance.^ 

OiUhc cpicslion how far the new fortifications aic sufficient for the 
sccuiifj^of Bombay, the Suh-Engiiiccr, on tlie 3Utli July 17Gi, makes 
the follovjng fuithci icprcseutation to Government. Notnith- 
standmg th(i great defence wo may iuslly expect fiom the new forti- 
fications non? carrying on, j’ot iqion examining the gionnd round about 
I have observed some deficiencies which T think it my diit)' to laj' hefoi o 
your ] Jouonis. It it, m my opinion piobahle that any European oiioinj' 
tli.it would atlciniit a siege against this place, must land their tioops 
u])ou Old ’\t'ouian^a islaisd as the most convcmciit place both for landing 
the men and warlike fjAjiep, and the point beliind Sir Conil's houpc 
Mould afl’oid thciiyu"i’ery sufficient shelter till such time as they could 
.survey the giouinff along Back Bay. I therefoic humbly suggest that 
in Older to scoiiJi the lieach opposite to Old Woman's isl.aud fo as to 
.annoy the oiiojjn^'' and hmder their gaming an}' favouiite spot of giound 

, Tniik convenient for them, a ledoubt phoiild be laised behind 

tbc Old llosiiital ivitli a communication ivitlitbc ontivorks of the town. 
"While ibey leinani Mitliiu cannon shot tins redoubt ivill alco cioatc 
the ciioni} as much iionblc aud loss after passing it as befoie tliey 
came up to it Tlic clipfance of tlio icdonbt fiom the town ditch 
Mill be but 620 feet mIucIi reiidcis the communication tolciable safe 
and MiU amount to but a small expense It is fuilhei my opinion that 
no gams ouglit to bo mounted on the Irnttery Mutliout the Apollo gate, 
M’bicli the late ]\I.ajor Mace laised. Field pieces M'ould lie mncli more 
sc-niccalilc, and their letreat moie e.asily accomplished, should an 
enemy make then aiiiicaiauce on Old Wonian^s island In the next place 
I muH beg leave to rclue^cnt the inconvenience of the tope of cocoanut 
tiees by the Madagascar hoiiEC® These tiees Mould fiunishmatenals 
foi the enemy, should they be lucky cuougli to gel that lengtli, for raising 
ab-itleiy, -and the lull tliey stand on is so much liigher than the s.and bill 
that unless our outwoiks; M'cie complete, m'c liaie not ni the poM'oi of 
our guns to hui t them M’lule lodged beluud it. An enemy may he 
pceincly lielund the hill fill they find an opportunity of taking possession 
of the sand liill, and raising h.i{tciies, M’hich may be done in a night time. 
In oidei to obstnict the encm3'’s designs still furllicr, I am of opinion 
that a mine m ith several blanches to it caiiicd under the sand bill, would 
be veiv nccc&paiy (as indeed M'cic tlicic some moio dangerous places 
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luulci mined nitliin cannon f'liot it nonld. not lie ami'':) and a*; we arc 
nol sine of liaMU" lime to icditce ifc In a lc^cl, ] jnopo'c tlial tlic mine 
should he of ‘inch a depth a*- Hint the Icvclhnc: ^f R'C lull nt nn}' tune 
may not ailed the g.illpue=!. It will .il«-o he oi gical U‘c to have that 
angle of licc'. cut down fiom the cuti.incc of Soni!}’!'! to the present 
huiying gioimd, which !■; hut a\eiy<ijnall ipaee and will open tlie 
avcmic foi oui gun'? to play fioni the caialiei njion the riincc’''ha‘tion 
and outwoilce. All the*'c icpic*entalion‘i I huinhly heg loa\c to refer 
to j'om llonoui'^s coiiMdciation, and a*. I thought it my indi^pcnsah^ 
dull’ to lay them hefoiu ion, I liojic you will pardon the liouhlc * 

On icceipt of the ahoio Idler the Romhay (loieinnicnt pas's h<! 
following ordci Read a Ictlci fioin the sidi cngineci f-etting fJ'th 
the ncec’s'-il} of electing ‘■nndiy additional woiks tlioiein pointe*^ 
for the hetlei defence of the jihice He cousidciation !«! fe^ 'some 
time defeiicd, as wo have not heen able to piocme a sullieicr*^ numlicr 
of lalioiiici's for the woiks aheady on Jiand. Rut the Collcctoi is 
nideicd to lalne the coeoanut ticcs thcicm menfinntd as *'CCCrs?iy to 
1x3 cut dow’n and to make a lepoit thcicof to the Roaid ‘ 

In coii'sofpicnce of the Goieinmcnt Rc'olution of the 30th July, the 
Collector was 01 del cd the following day to icpoit on the lahialion of 
the trees to 1 o cut. lie aecoidingiy submits dhc following lopoit on 
the Sid August 1762 In oliedienco to yom/ commands of the 31tt 
ultimo, ] now cnelo«c foi }'oui ITnnouis a tiansfa'ic of the icieadoic-*^ 
and matlaias' icpoit cf the valuation of 171 coceaV^'t ticcs, and 25 
vacant spaces cf the oait belonging to Fakii Shaw .Tinrinlla dtnate near 
Back Baj, i allied at lls 1 icq^ucst 3 'oui diicohons 

thereon.® - 

At Iheii Consultation on the =amc daj'the Roald make the following" 
icmaiks on the aboic letter Rcadalctlci fiom the Collectoi, cnclo-ing 
a icpoit laluation of the oait liclonging to I'akir Shaw Janulht winch 
the sub cugiucoi wants to cut down pgiccable to an oidei last Council 
daj'. As we do not knowhow thcnhoic Fakn became pos=cs=ed of 
the said oait, the Colhctoi is diiccted to cnrpiirc into it ® 

On the nth August the Collectoi submits the fipllowing report 
rogaiding Fakir Shaw’s rail In compliance with the oideic uf tlm 
Roaid, I h.ue made cnquiij' how Fakii Shnw' .Tanulla bec.iiile po'fesspd 
of the oait Mtuated near Rack Raj. I find that a grant thcicof w.as 
given to his widow Saianibai bj'' the Picsidcnt and Council on the 13th 
August 174S, 5Ii Thomas Doiiil being at tliat time Collector On 
making the gi ant 1 S j eais 7 months an J 1 a daj s' pension w as i cco\ eicd 
flora lici, and ‘he waste j>ay foi the hist ten jeaisiit the latc of 
Es. 13-1-50 foi cvcij' lOOtices, andcici aftei at thciatenfEb 26-3-0, 
a ceiUricate being giantcdhcr aecoidingl}- She now (17G2) pais the 
Ilononinblc Companj' annuallj' : n« qr^.n*. 

rciision .. ... .. ."ja 2 82- 

T.qx. ... ... a s 20 

Total ... Ts ‘2 2 
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I plioukl iioi have failed io deliver in the account before, but the 
A\idow lopie'-ontirg to me that the vereadores and mattaras liad gi'catly 
nndei valued the oart, 1 caused them to inspect it again .and deliver in 
a leport of its intiiusic^n’oith for j'our Honour’s notice.^ 

On the 2‘Jth August the Boaid passed the following order on the 
above letter ■ Read a letter from the Collector leprcscnting that the 
nddow of Ralcir Sliaw Janulla became iiosscsscd of the oart near Bade 
Bay iu the year 1 7*18 b}'’ a grant as usual from the then Collector of 
the Honourable Compan}’’s rents and revenues j it is theicfore oidered 
that the Collector eiifjinre audrcpoit to ns if thcic arc an}'' of the 
Tlonouiablc Conipau} ’& oarts which can be given in exchange for it," 

On the same subject of Hakir Shaw’s oait the Bombay Diary of 
the 2.)th August- 1702 has the follou'ing entry * Reiid a letter fiom 
the Oollectoi whciein he actpiaints us lliere aienono of the Honourjiblc 
Comjianj’s oarts but ivliat aie lot out to farm to give in exchange for 
that near Back Baj', and theiofoieiccommends our giving ono of those 
n hose farmer IS in a bad condition in lieu of it. As no have often 
found gloat diflleulty in recovering the icnt of such oarts, it is agreed 
to give the oart recommended h}’ the Collector; and the trees in the 
Hack Bay oart aie, agreeable to the sub-cngincei’s iccomnicndalion, 
01 deved to be cut down and the compound null and house situated 
therein oideied to be valued.^ 

On the SSth September 17G2, the new foiiifiealion pa 3 ’Tnaster 
dclivois a lopoit valuation of the house and compound wall of the oait 
hcloiiging to the nidow of Fakir Shaw Janulla, amounting to 
Rs 357-8-15, nhich sum the Boaid order to lie dischaigod.* 

In August 1702, owing to want of fodder, the owners of cattle employ- 
ed in c-onnoetion with the fortification woiks icqnestcd iierraissiou 
to send them to the other side to gia'ze The Boaid pass the fol- 
lom'ug 01 dors- The ornicit of private carts leqnesting iiermission to 
Fcnd their cattle to giaze on the othoi side, as lias been alnnys usual at 
this s,eason of the year, but lately prolnbitcd on aeconnt of the works, 
declaiiiig th.T.t foi want of foddei they lose man}” auunals, the same is 
agreed to But the new fortification pajunaster is oidcred to take securi- 
ty from the owners that the c.attlc he bxonght back in tn o months to 
be employed ag.nn upon tlic woiks. In the meantime the pajunaslor 
must pnic]ia«^c some oxen and buffaloes for the Ilonouiablc Company 
on the best teims he-ciin that the ■works may not stand still.'' 

On the 14-tli September 17G2, the Snli-Enginecr made the following 
piopo'-als to expedite the works : Obsemng the slo'vi’ progress in 
filling up the glacis, and the length of tunc unavoidably recpiircd to 
complete the ivork by carijiiiff the caitlnu wheelbarro'ws fiom the 
picscnt dist.ance, also since both the difliculty and expense will become 
gicatcr with the increased distance the earth has to bo carried, I w’as 
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led to eoiisulei the natiiic o£ the gioiind iicai the woilrs IIoMngduly 
examined it, I am led to make "the Boaid a pjopoMtion that I am 
convinced vnll gieatly Ic's'^en not only the expeiipe hut tlie time leqmied 
foi filling the ghiLiSj and mil at the tame time add much to thepticngtli 
o£ the town 

Fiom neai the Piinee'b hastinn oniound to Ihc Mailhoiough Instiou 
tlie ground is pofl, and fiee fiom mckp, except an ea'^ily '•I'lianitcd 
tand f-tone Afmt^-foot ticncli at the ioot o£'the intended glaus 
uill ailoid suflicient earth clo-se to hand to complete the glacis m a 
f-hoit time I am pcisuaded that doing this mil not he attended mth 
one-hal£ oui piesent expense 1 his ticncli is to be foiined paiallel to 
the Avorks in such mnnnci as not to affoid any sheltei totheappioaehes 
of an enemy, but lathei aftci haling made appioaclics at a distance, it 
AVill be a gicat check to them, and lay them open in full sight of the 
PCA'Cial tiica and gioatly ictaid tlieii piogicss I do not citciid this 
ticnch fuithei than fiom Piinco's bastion to the Sfailboiough bastion 
as tlieie the giound glows locky and haid I hai'C also considcicd that 
the const! uchng by each larchnand icdouht of small lunettes, oi lathei 
batteries o£ a few gnns, mil, at a veiy little additional expense, add 
much to the sccunty o£ the place, and leqniie scaice any additional 
people Tbo'O quaitcicd to the ledoubts mil man the piopopcd woiks 
with the addition ot a few gunneis onlj’^, as they communicate uitU 
and depend on each othoi. Such lunettes will add so much to the de- 
fence and so little to the expense of the woiks that I cannot but lecom- 
mend them cainestlv to be conshuctecl Indeed Avitliont Inrcfctcs it 
Avould not bo so safe to Avoik tlie tieneb as pniposed. The gioat 
length of the cm tains of the old woiks of the tomi wall, aKo makes 
these lunettes nece'saiy. Without them the uall, uhicli fiom its 
onginal constiuction is m itself vciy weak, would icm.im latlier too 
much exposed to an enemy. Lest I should not liave sufficiently explained 
myself, I take the libeity of laying befoie yon a complete iikm of the 
Avorks as now pioposed. If any difficulty oi doubt lemaiiis^ I amU m 
peison if nccess,Ary give you OA’Ciy mfoimation m my poAA'oi in lespcct 
theielo. Tins tienehis to be foiraed sloping on each side to such a 
depth as eaitlimay Iw lequiiecl foi the pui poses of lilling up the 
glacis The tieiich lequncs no masomy unless the Boaid sliould think 
masomy necc'Saiy in the faces of the small lunettes Even this is 
not of matciialimpoitance Tins tiencli Mill for many jeais coiilinue 
to ansAAOi the puipose of defence. Ileieaftei if nccessaiy it might lie 
easily conA'cited into a legular ditch. Ea en os a tiencli it aaiII i hope 
be evident to you that it a\i11 answei OA'Ciy puiqiose we can aii-1i foi. 

I beg leaA'c to hai'e youi dcteiramation on this head as poon as possible, 
as the speedy completing of the AAoiks m band so much depends on it 
I shall in a futuie addie-s to tins Boaid ox]iLimmy.scl£ astotbemtciioi 
Avoiks m the plan, the above at piesent being what lequnes the most 
immediate atfention It may he ncce-saiy to leinark that the leniains 
of the pand hdl oi high gi onnd aaiII be lje.st thiown down into the hollon s 
neai at liand by the side of the middle road, or used to fill such other 
hollows neai at hand on the csiilanade or befoie the town as may 
rcquiie it. 
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T\ro of llie piineipal powder houses ].a 3 ang veiy near the woiks, are 
very necessary to be pulled douTij as if they take possession of them 
befoio the new works aie complete, the)- arc or miy be a gieat slielter 
to an enemy, there being no guns that can play upon them fiom the 
town. 'J’lie ict-t as well as these two should bo lemoved as our works 
legiilaily ap]iroiich The only place to remove them, ] imagine, Avould 
be to Old AVomau-’s island. I have also cnquiied and find a very 
complete well may be dug near the tombs in the diy season. This 
would answer foi the use of the powder works as there was a well 
formcilv on the same spot As the rains are almost over I should be 
o\tremely glad to have one thousand labourers more employed on the 
woiks, to tiuish at least the glacis and the coveicd waj's.^ 

At the Oousultation on the same dav, l*l<th September 17G2, the 
above pi opos-als from the sub-engineer Captain Andrew AA^’erner were 
lead when the Board made the following loinarks . Bead a letter from 
Captain Anil lew AA^erner aecompanj'-ing a plan of the works he has and 
does propose erecting. As he leprescnts that it would be attended with 
less expense to cut a trench at the foot of the glacis (while it would 
add considerably to the strength of the town) than to hiing eaith from 
the distance he docs at present to complete the embankment and would 
also require much loss time, the same is agreed to, as his reasons for this 
proposal appear to us to bo well founded Further the great difliculty 
we experionee in procuring carts renders it A’crj' tedious and expensive 
to bring a suflicieut quautitj'- of earth for this purpose Besides this 
WQ shall by this moans be able to remove the sand-hill so long 
complained of as a nuisance to the works. For these several reasons 
Capt.iin AA'erner is ordered to cany on the works in the manner he 
pomes out, in doing which the strictest frugality must be enjoined.^ 

Tlio foll.iwing extract from the monthly accounts of disbursements 
on fortillcatiou works shows wbat works were going on in 1762 and at 
what inonthlj’ cost" : 
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Once more, in a clc<^patcli o£ 6lh A]n'il 170", the Coiiit caution llic 
Bombay C-iOicininent nnnin&t unilei taking iiililitioii.il ivnik-? anrl s.liift- 
1}' enjoin fiu 5 .alil 3 ' Foi the leasoni yiion by you and Itcai Admiiat 
Coinisli ive nc(|iiictce in yoiii continiiini; and linibliiiio the thud dry 
dock ; the Dock pier IwUery and Dock incr he.id in.ay al«o be 
completed, togellici with the damniai liou'ie's, cook looni'; and the 
small inay.izino that i^ to hold the powdci of i-liip® conniiff into the 
Dock But as ne aie now* at peace nitli Fi.incc, jou mu-t not •■ct 
about any new oi additional woilcs that aic vciy expuii-ivc nithout Hist 
^cplc^entlng to us the absolute necessity of them, and waitin" fm oiii 
ansnei \Ve CKpeet jou will bo as fnitfal as po-ablc in cairjmg on 
these neccssaiy woiks, and tee tliat the matcioals aic laid in at the best 
h.ind AVe fee that you had begun to leduec the lowei flanks of the 
llojal liastioii to then onginal f-landaid. If a icgulai fiiiTcy had liccn 
made and iqioilcd to the Boaid befoic tlief.iid Hanks had been ra’scd to 
an impiopci height, w e imagine this ti ouhle and expeiiEC might have been 
caved "i ou must thcicroic ho eautioiis m fiituie and not siiflei the 
woik of one engiiicei to lie undone bj' his successor w itliout assigning 
Bucli leasnns foi it as may appeal to you Fatisl.ictoiy,* 

About the middle of 1763, in eoiiseqncucc of the close of the Fiench 
wai, the Bumluy Govcinmont had to consider what foitiljuation 
woika could be dofenod so that tlic ciiiicnt chaigcs might be leduccd 
The &nb-ciigineci snbnutted his contimonts on the subject at a 
Government Consult, ation on the 7th Juno 17G3 Uhe Boinhjiy 
Diaiy of that date has the following cntiy In coiiscijuoiice of the 
intelligence wc have leccivcd of a ce,ssatioii of aims bet ween Gicat 
Biitaiii Fiance and Spam, the &ub-engiiicci is now c.illcd upon to give 
his Ecntiraents as to tiiei»ic=eot state of tlicfoililiKitions, tli>. possilulilv 
of lessening the expense of the woiks now m hand, .and Mopjiing such 
as can he deloucd until the llonoui.ible Comp.in 3 ’'s iiicasiirc c.ni he 
known He tlieicupon dcclaies that the lunettes without the LOicied 
waj’ and the advanced woiks pioiiosud m his ])laii to ha earned out 
tow aids B.ick Bav iicai wheie Uienaial hospital foiincily stood may he 
dcfciied Blit that the lavelin and lunettes within the cm end wav 
caiijniig 011 at the Apollo gate and the ledoubt between tliat and 
Chiiieh gate conslnictcd with masoniy, aiein sutli foiwaidness that 
they cannot now’ he left undone without the Tlonoiiinhlc Conijiany's 
sustaining a heaiy loss ly then niniiing to mm if left in their jucsont 
unfinished state. 'Jlio woik wliieh at jueseiit in his oiiinion ief]Uiiebthe 
gie.atcst and most immediate attention, is the constniction of the lavcliii 
at the Chuich g.ite and that it may he hnuight to such an height hcfoic 
the cxpuuiion of the lams that, as has heen tlic case tlii.s season, the 
watei may not be so low as to Ruhject the Honoiuahlc Company as well 
as innate people to a gicat expense hyobligiiig them to funiisli the 
cimzors .and pm ate ships with w’atei’ hi ought iiom the .=oveial w ells, 
Ihc engincoi fuithci icpiosents that this w’Oik is alicady caiiied on in 
pait and IS absolutely necessary considering the weak state of tlie town 


'Court toBomlnj (itli Aja.l I7G! ini w 7I wiiI 7 ^ Piili Diii Coiiif- I. Vol C of 
1762 1761,201-30.' Ctiiip. of M’lulinj Oiil Vol. 2 oi 1730 - 171 G, 191 - 102. 
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on tliali f-icle. Fuvihcrif tins irtvelin woio not. comnlelcil, tlic C'^i)onFc of 
the Avork.? .■Alrcnily cairicd on in tlwit part Avonld he tin own away as of 
no nsc AAithont it. lie ako rocoinmcnds the coin]ilclinij the eovcictl 
Avay already in gicat forw.aviluc'JS. This eo\ creel Avay avc con^itlci a 
Avoik Aviueli may ho c.ariicd on at leisiue or as ourenouinf'tauco^ peiinit. 
^Ve concur nilli the f.uh-cn£»inecr in the nceossity of complctiniy the 
other Avoiks aho\c mentioned, paificularly the laiclm at tlio Chnicli 
ji.ito. The nuinher of men iccpiiied for llu^j puipoce and loi eoinjdct- 
ing the thud diy dock and its pier head being conMdored, in older that 
Avc may i educe the ex]icnsc as much as pos^ihle, Captain 'Weiner thinks 
5‘17 men including artilicei.-! and labouicrs of all .soits as hy an abstract 
now dchveicd hy liim mil ho sullieiont. It is theiefoio uidcicd that 
only this iiumhor ho employed m futnic As to the niiiks pioposcd in 
the plan to be eieeled mtliiii the town (except the small magazine and 
cascmatcb carrnng on to complete the bastion in the mniiiie y.iid nhich 
being now so far adianccd cannot he left uiifiiiishcd nilhoiii siihjceliiig 
the lIonouiMble Comp.nivto ahe.ivy lose), it is agieed to defei o.iiiyjiig 
them into execution until ive baxo our Honourable ]\I.aslcis' f-entimenfs- 
on onr ivoiks in general Avbieli ive .shall piobably icceivc by the oxjieet- 
ed ships. '\Tilh respect to the trench pioposed to be ent mthoiit the 
glatis, the Enb-cuginecr will consider and rcpoit to ns lioie-Tfler how 
lav he jmli'cs it mil answer the puiposc of s,i\ing oxiionso bv lilling up 
the ghveU, If he is satisfied it will save espunse, the ditch will be 
cariicd on unless ordcisto the coiitiary should ui the intoiimbc icceived 
from the Ilonouiahlc Company.^ 

At. a Consultation, the 9th August 3703, regarding Dongii fort and 
lull GoA’eniinent ohsoivc : In consequence ot the laic eiiniiieei’& ficqiieiit 
lecomincnilalaui for the demolition of Dongii fort and hill as Ijoiiig a 
veiy dangoiuus j.]iot m case of an attack, the foil pome time ago ivas 
dibinantlciV, As the most cffectnal and least expensive waA* of lemov- 
iug the hill mil he to requiic all stones a\ anted for biuldings and 
hallasliug <>L ships to he taken fioin tlicncc under a ])enalty of Its. 100 
foi cveiy omibsion, a puhlicatiou must iscuc to that etfcct and the jiay- 
inastor be oideicd to employ such a luimher of ]abouiPr.s and diilleis 
to hloAv np the locks and got the stones m rc.'idiuess foi being cairicd 
oil as ma}' be deemed nccopsaiy." “ 

On learning the aboA'C orders of the Doaul, Captain ■V^'■elllcr the snb- 
cngiiicer Fubnnts the following lepoit on the 5th September 17G.'i: 
jraA’ing lately rcceiAvd copy of the lIononiableDo.nd^s ordei to tlienew 
foitillcation pa3nnaslei dueetiug the IcA'clling Uongii foil and hill F 
tliink it a duly muimbont on me to lepiesont lo your Ilonoiu that sneli 
a AA'ork AAill not only he at! ended Avilli an cnoiinoiis expense and a 
tedioub length of lime (foi I ivill A'cntiire lo say that 2000 men a day 
cannot complete it in 15 j'eai.s) hut after all aviU not ansn'cr the pmpoFc 
intended as the ground at and about Dongri in geneial as far as 
JM.uiekji's hill or the Seven Drab-tree'j is coiisidciably higher than the 


Chapter lY- 

Fortifications 
and Buildings. 

ricdnctions, 

1703. 


Donpn IIiU 
to llnll.A&l, 
17G3. 


> Horn Go\. Coiisiilfcilimi 7«i .T«ne 1703, Tnl) Diniy -10 ol 1703, 412- li 1 
= IJoin Oo\. CoiisiilUUoti ntli Aufr, 17(,;j Pn),. Ui.iv\ H of 1703. 015 
fclnwlinij Otil. Vol, 2 ol 1730-178S, 102 - 103. ‘ ' 


Coin2i. of 



Chapter IV. 

Fortifications 
and Buildings 

Voni!n}Jt}I 
turntil to 
17(53 


Captain Keating 
I’liiicipnl KngincLT, 
1701, 


I Historical 

050 BOMBAY TOWxV 

toivii u all and coiiiequcntlj ' m ill alway*! command llie town By tlic 
cnclo''ed diaft o£ the inofile o£ the lull, sliomiijr the height breadth and 
length, yoiii Ilunouis may paiUy judge how tedioiip and expensive the 
levelling would piovc Ac this is a pound nlion something should be 
done to londci that spot a*- seiviceablc as pos-iblo to ns and a cheek to 
the piogiccs of an cnem}*, should they make attempt*- on that quaiiei 
of the town, I liumhly Ixig leave to offei it as niy opinion that the lull 
should he M ell fortified ami the woiks midci mined The cxpencowill 
be tiifling in compaiison to tliat of levelling the hill and foit A 
time may he a'-cei tamed when it may be Lompletod It nillgicatly 
stiengtbcn that side of the town u hull is weakest and eutiiely com- 
mand the shipping in the haiboui and gieat paiL of Back Bay. 'llie 
pait of the lull « Inch at all events it is nece-savv to blow up, mil 
supply stones enough not only foi all the public and piivatc woiks but 
also ballast foi the ship? Foi this w’Oik about lOU men mine than 
aic at jnc-enl emplo\*cd must be added ^ 

The above Icttoi was icad bj' the Boaid on tlie Gth September 1763, 
when they olyscivo. Bead a letter fiom Cajitam-Licntenant Andiew 
^Vomci, whciein he stiongly lepicsents that our latciesolntion £oi 
demnlislung Dongii hill and foit cannot he effectually earned into 
execution in less tlian fifteen j-eais, noi without a most enoinioiis 
expense, which will far exceed that winch would be luciiiicd by 
foitiCsing it m a piopci mannei , and which, as the gionnd continues 
fco high as always to command the towni to a gieat distance, is in lus 
opimoii by fai the most eligible scheme. It is agieod, tlieicfore, as it 
IS noiv jiraeo and as tbeie is no .absolute necessity foi coming to .an 
inmicdiate dcteiminahon to wdiicli of these two nicasuics to give 
the piofeience, that wo sabmit the same to oiir Ilonnui ible JListeis. 

In ordci that tliej' maj- be the hettei able to gi\e us Bieii t-euti- 
ments thei con, Ciptain T\''emci IE duected to piepaie and deluei in 
a plan of the work he pioposcs to ciect there In the mc.anlimc tlie 
Xuibhcation for o.iii jmg all stones for ballasbiig of ships and juivatc 
buildings fiom Dongii must lie contradicted At the same time such 
stones as m.iy be wanted foi the w'oiks now being e.iiiiod on aie to lie 
hikcn fiom Dongii in such mannei as may foiwaid uitbci of the above 
measmes the nonoui.ible Company may detciuuno on - 

In 1761' the Comb apiiointed Caphoin Ke-iting lumtuiul engiiieei - ' 
at Bombay In then letlei of the 3id Apiil to Bonibaj tlicv w-iite- 
H'o have* aiipoinied Caxitam Thomas Keating to" be oui Pimcipal 
Enuincor at tlie Piceideiicy of Bombay. Ilo has bacn vciy welliccom- 
mended to ns foi a gentleman of abilities in his, xuofession, and wo 
Lope will fully answei oui exxieelations Be-idcs his post of ciigincei 
he IS to succeed to the command of one of our aitillei j companies 
iilion the fust vacancy that shall happen aftci lus aiiiial Calilain 
Keatinn* as imneixial ongineci is to lank as captmii and to have the 
annual salaiy of tbiee himdicd iiounds in full consideiabou foi lus 


‘ C.apt AndrcTT Wev, t io Government 5th Bcpl 17ii3, Tnli Dnij H I'f 17C.1, 
531 - "i.'ii rorrc't e lloi'tc SciicE, II 12G • , ,, 

-Iloin Gov CiiiiMilfcation Ctli l*cpt 1703, Piih. Diaiy 11 of 5763, 34I-51i> Comp, 
of Stauiling OrJ Vol 2 of I759'17tS. l'J3. 
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eersices in that hlation. As captain of one of onr arlilleiy companies, 
upon the fn.sl vacancy that shall happen after his arnval. Captain 
Keating- is to have the cstahlishcd pay of two hnndiccl i)oiinils a 
3 ear. In the meantime and until such vacancy ha]>pensj it is our 
pleasure and diioction that he be allowed the .said pay of tno bundled 
j)ound.s a yeai, and take rank as Cajitain upon Ins. ainval.^ 

On his ai-iival at Dorahay Captain Keating took a purvey of the 
foitifieatioiiE. and leporied theicsults to Goveiiimenli on the 20tliNovem- 
hei 17Gt: In conccquence of j'onr letter icccived fioni Jlr. Sccietaiy 
Eamsay I have taken a survey of the iort-ifieations of Domhay and beg 
leave to give my opinion as follows The works that I tliink most 
nceessarj’^ to be c-iriicd on at present arc the fini.shing the Chuicli 
Gate lavclin, completing the flagstaff and cavalier bastions, and the 
curtain between ; next the finishing the Apollo Gate lavclin. After 
thcpe woiks aie in a proper state, I would leeominend as soon as 
possible the cbmplctmg the covert wa}* and glacis of the place as with- 
out this the place, bo ifc over so well gai risoned and outwork heaped on 
outwoik, it can never he said to he tenable. I must aelcnowlcdgo mj’ 
surprise at the great care and attention tliat has been given to the oiit- 
woikb 111 general, while the parapet of the body and that excellent defence 
(1 me.m the covcit way and glacis allowed b 3 '*all gentlemen to be bo who 
have evei wrote or seen service) is entiiuly neglected. You all gentle- 
iiieii must know what good defences wcic made in the last wav by the 
forti esses of Louisbonrgli and the hloro, against I will lake upon nic 
to say an army of eleven tlioupand as good troops as ever were taken 
into the field and as well supplied with wailikc stoics. And ncilhor 
of these places had moie than a ditch, coveit waj', and glacis. Not to 
mention the gi^'at expenpe it must he to the llonouiablc Coinpauj' to 
build .md kcc]) m repair tbese aina/aiig outw'oiks executed and 
miended, thcie is a still bcavicr one belund, I mean that of maintaining 
a suflicient body of tioops to piopeily defend them, without ivhieh 
ivoiks can be of no manner of service, but rathei help in ca'-c of being 
attacked to the reduction of the place In older to demons tiatc to i^our 
Honours tliat the present iiulitavy establishment at Bombay is” not 
nearly siifTicicnt to defend the jilacc in ca^e of .m attack, I have taken 
the lihorty of enclosing an ahstiact of the immher of troops which I 
tiuiik necessaiy for defending the foitrcss accoiding to the de.-.ionod 
plan, suppo.smg it to ho besieged. As it is the opinion of imirtaiy 
gentlemen in general that no place can lie piopevly defended for any 
length of time that has not thieo leliofs of troojis, according to tlup 
Bj'stein the luiraher lecpuied for this place will be lOG L men Tins 
may appear mysterious to your IIoiiouis, but any gentleman who has 
road Authors tliat treated of this subject will liud I have laigcly 
allowed forihe difforoiico of Pituaiionp hclweentlns country and Euroiie 
(wheio more than double the number w'ould be w-anted to w’orks of our 
extent) by ledncing the minihoi-s, not only in the fronts nnattacked, 
but also 111 that attacked as twelve hundred infaiiti-j" is often thought 
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Chapter 17 . Hlllc ciiongli foi ileCcndin" a fioni o£ llie Fame cxli,-nt. B3'aconFi-*, 
Poriitotions dui.ilioii oI llioric maltuis j oin IIohouif, 1 llattoi iii3'5clf, ^MlJ Iju con- 
and Buildings 'meed ol the a 1 )‘-iudii\- oC .in eiiifinccr cxlendiny tlic i\ oilc'. of .t foilicss 
_ , one iiicli bc3’oiid tlie ical iicco'-fil3'. Had llic itionci that has been 

np^ajn vpatmgs Qx^cndotl on the outwoiks lieen i)iopeil3' made iwc o£ m lepaiuiijj the 
roitific^tions, bndi of tbo place .and Qiiing it a piopci coieit n.13' and glacis, 1 mil 

1704. venlinc to Fay "o might (snpiiO'iug Hoiigii to haic a Hinplc .ind plain - 

fortification) bid defiance to anv foiccllut e.in be bioiight into this 
p.nt of the \ioild, and tliat mth one-half the number of tioops leqimcd 
to gaiiison our intended jdan. The mentioning Dmigii, gcullemon, 
has led me in pail to gi\c ini' pic'cnt opinion of that '•pot as speedy 
icsolnfionF ,aio absolutel3' nccessai3' to lie taken in legaid to it. I 
’ give it as mi’ humble opiiuon th.it toi li£\ ing Dongi 1 is the most eligible 
and best method, as the icmovid mil be attended mth a 1013' hcav3’ 
and tedious expense. On the other hand, if foitified, it is so 1 013'’ 
commodmiiFli' silaatud foi the .annoi'ancc of .an 01101113* in then 
appioachcs, and m all pinlubiliU' ma3' iclaid a siege until icmfoicid, 
and l.islU' as it IS c.apable oi heiiig foitificdat a modei.itc eiqicnso bv 
having the matciuls iieai at luuid Upon consideimg the alTau of 
lodgmcnls I'oi the tioops oft dut3’ m case of being attacked, I nffei it 
as m3' opinion that limslmig the MOiks T base befoie mentioned is 
of moie consequence £01 two leasoiis Fust w'oiks begun and not, 
hnisbed aic a lioai3’ expense £01 no end. Second a iilaee of l>omb.i3"& 
extent cannot w .ant safe lodgments, as it can neicr be sd w.avml3’ 01 
cloFch’ bo-siogod, but tlwic nuy bo 5-hcds erected in pl.icc? fiec. fiom the 
enemy’s shot 01 fIicIIs It is aKo mv opinion lb.it, for the distance of 
*iU0 }’.iid& at least fiom tbo foot of Iho glacis, the Ifispl.inade should he 
cleaiod fiom a^l mcmnbianccs and levelled As I bai-e obreiiodraany 
of the ivoikii (the ]i.n.ipets in paihciilai) li.ive gnen w.i^ and •.ep.ira.t<2d 
in a YOiy fIioiI time, I luve taken =omc i).uiis to insp;.'i' h.to the 
nainie of the w’oikmeii and upon the whole of mi’ ob;cii.ition find the 
masons and biickl.i3-eis in p.iitieulai have a vei3' impeifcct Iniow- 
ledgo of can3mg on the woiks of a foitific.ation, as tbe3’ p.ai’ no Foit 
of icg.ud to lii3mg the masonii in piopei and icgulav coiu«C 5 mlbout 
ivliK'li a woik c.m nevei be dm able jUl that I c.in &a3’ to them on 
ibis subject is uf no suit of consequence an3’ longei tlian I icmam 
on the spot. T Ins, gentlemen, makes me take the hlicit3’ to bog vou 
w’lll icqnest the lIonoui.iblc Corapan3"’s pending fiom Emopc six good 
woikmen (at lc.ist) in each of the hi .inches m the list suhjoined to ho 
undci the duccliuns of the engmeer 01 as the TIonourahle Govciiioi 
.and Council pka 11 think piopei. 'rhe=o, gnitlemcii, aie the pnucip.al 
oLseiiations and loinaiks which I beg leave to offei to 3-oui eonsidci.a- 
tion at piesent.^ 


' Fnniiiial Engincci Capt.im Ihoinss Kcatiii" to Uoiiili ij Goi cruinciit "Otk Kor. 
17G4, Tub. Dial 3 ’ 13 o{ 17bl, G70-b79 
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Kii nTtillct} alloircd to aork IG motl.irs, but supiioso tbem to be scried li^ tlmse detnclicd to 
lIlC t'lUls 

fi II— It iin) sliips of flic €01111101 'iTP III siKbt, the set f ice wilt n i|ulrc a crcil niiny more iniii, 

C'.]|i'Unt urtilli.1 1 men in tlie libnrntory iind mail) nilicrs lu artinoprs, not alloi ed (nr 

At ilie same Consultaiiou tlic Bo.'iid passed tlie follow'iug oidora 
on the aliovo ici^oit: Ile.id a Icfclor fjom tlic piincipal engineer, 
tvlioioin agiocalile to onr oidcrs on liis fiisL arrival he gives his opinion 
oP the tvorlffi now cairjnng on and wliicli o£ them he thinlcs mo'^t 
immcdiiitely necc’i'.'ny to he compleled. On taking his opinion into 
conritlctoUijn it i-s obserted that Captain Keating, at tlie same time 
th.iti’ lie recommends the immediate completing o£ ‘lome other tvoiks, 
taj’b it is ahcolntely necessary some speedy reooliitions should ho taken 
ahonti Dongri foil. As onr pie.‘cnt ciicumsiancos will not admit o£ our 
'Cairying on hoth at the same time, that gentleman is called in and 
asked whether the woiks alieadj’- begun sliould he fust fiiiMicd or 
Dnngii foitified. - On this he declares the foimor to he most essential. 
At the same time he is o£ opinion no delay should ho allowed in 
setting about a plain and simple fortification at Dongii uhonever 
circumstance'? will admit of it. lie is thcrcfoie now diiccted to carry^ 
on the works in the manner ho points .out in Ins letter and in the 
meantime to iircpaie and laj' hoforo ns a plan of such a work as ho 
judges absolutely necessary at Dongii. It is agreed likewise to request 
our Ilonouiable Mastei’s in the aildicss now prepai-ing by the Anson to 
send out the aitifieers Captain Keating icprcsonts to be necessary." 

Eaily in the next ycar,-rchi uai-y 1765, want of funds compelled 
the Bomb'aj' Government to stop all fortification works. Two months 
later, the 25th April 1765, they write to the Court : Little has been 
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done to the fortiiications since our last address. On the 2Gtli Fehniai j' 
finding the balance in our trcasuiy to ho reduced to Es 17,01)0 - 
and that no had then \ery lilllo probability of soon liaving it in our 
powei to reemit it we determined, as a mcasuic which could not in 
such cncumstanccs be avoided, to dischaigc at the end of that month 
all (he worhmen employed on the forliQcatioDs ns well as on the docks 
and olhei public works. Although we wcie and still are thoroughly 
sensible of the utility and indeed absolute necessity of completing these 
■works, j-et as it is peace we wcio of opinion this service could bettoi be 
dispensed with than an}' other. Cncumstanced as we weio it was 
impossible to cany on those works and om investments at the same 
time As soon as our situation will possibly admit we shall not fail to 
complete the woiks.^ 

At a ConEult.alion the 5th ]Maich 1765 Government considcied the 
assistant engmeor’s repiesentation icgaiding the .niches to the 
gatewaj' of tlie Chinch gate ravelin and passed thofollowang oidcrf.; 
The assistant engineer lepiesents that tlie niches to tlio gatewaj of 
thoinvclm at the Chuich gate wEl infallibly go to ruin unless completed 
out of hand, which may be done in tw’o months by 229 woikmcn and 
labouieis whose paj' wall not exceed Rs. 1500 a month. It is theieloro 
agiccd to complete them j and as the lunettes aie rcpicscnted to be 
luvnccossaiy, it is oidcicd Ibo guns thereon be disunounted and the 
platfoims taken up.® \ 

On the 10th May 1765, the principal engineer CsMitain Keating 
.submitted a icport showing the juogress made inthofoitificatinnsMUCO 
bis aiiival | • On my taking cliaigo'of the cngmeei'sj dcpaitment 
the woilis in hand woie the lavclin hefore the Chuiclb gate, the 
dock piei head, and the additional ivoiks in the Afhe Chinch 

gate laiclin lias one of its faces and il.'ilik . raised as lii^h as the 
coidon, the other face and flank not so high hv two feetAno part, 
of the gateway was begun and not moic than half thc^mpaii 
filled ill Tlie paiapet is now cntiiely completed. The aiLhcs'\oE the 
gateway tumod and the rampoit filled up and little moie is wTUuhiig 
to finish the whole of this woik than coieimg the aiehes, lerraLlng it, 
and laying the platfoims. This I behove will bo completed wish the 
numhei of woilancn now employed by tlie 14th or l.itli of next inoutli. 
The cuitain butw'ccn tlie cavalici and flagstaff bastions in tJio ‘castle 
w'as oidcrcd some time liefoie I aiiived to be loweicd six feet aiwl now 
liaiapels to bo built to the afoiesaid Iiastions The paiapet of the 
flagstaff boshon w^as fim«hrd except the hanquelto, that_of cavalier 
just boguu, and the lowcnng of the cm tain commenced the day I 
nulled (oOth Scptcmbei). The whole of tins woik was fimslicd 9th 
Januaiy 170.5 

The dock pier head, the other woik then in hand, has been mieed 
npw’aids of twolvotef t It liadlong auce been flm'shed had we not been 
detained foi the caiponter’s woik which is to come from* the marine 
3'ard. Ten masons, as hard stone-enttert., and 4 0 Inlxiuicis will finish Uic 


'iombaj to Coiiit 2otli Apnl 17C.1 p.ua .">7. Tub Dcp. Lcttfra to Court V'ol 12 o£ 
noi, IR s iioi Coji»nltatiou Otli Mar 17C5, 1’liK Uiorj -IJ of 1705, 120 
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work ill 17 or 18 days. On linisking; tlie woiks in the castle I set 
‘ -some part o£ the workmen to carry on the lavolm befoic the Apollo 
' gate, one face and flank of this work was laised almost as high as the 
' coidon, the other face for the most seven and eight feet lower, and the 
‘ ^ otlier flank the foundation not begun and veiy little of the ditch dug. 

1 The whole of tliis lavelin (except eleven feet of one face and. one flank 
: wliich is ten feet lower) is now raised to the coidon, a good pait of tlic 
ditch before tlie south-west face and flank dug, and the glacis before 
this part well advanced as also that before the Church gate. Those are 
the n hole of the woiks on which ail)' pcoiilc have been employed since 
my talang charge of the post of cngineei.^ 

After visiting the several outforts Major J. Gouin submits the 
following report to Government on the 24th September 1765 : In 
contequcncc of your Honour’s diicelion I have carefully vi'sitod the 
several outforts in company with the engineer and commanding ofliccr 
(j£ the tiain. I find them to be in vciy good condition but beg leave to 
point out the following necessary alterations and repairs. The lino of 
communication between Sion and Eewa forts to be repaired as also the 
redan of 'the said line. The front of Eewa next the water to be 
laiscd ivith some altciations in the figuic so as to be flanked j one of 
the bastions of Maliim fort to bo made a letucniciit to soive by way of 
, citadel. All these arc esteemed hy the engineer absolutely iioecssaiy.® 

On this report the Goicrnment remark; Bead a letter fiom Major 
Gonin rcprcscutiiig that sundry additions and repaws aic absolutely 
necessary to the several outforts : ordered that copy of this letter lie sent 
to the engiueer who must he directed to frame and lay before the Eoaid 
an estimate of the expense which -will be incurved by the repairs and 
. additions thciei:’;;monlionod when we shall come to a resolution.'’ 

At a Consultation the I9th November 1765, the Boaid iccoid : The 
^'p'and ehauki being greatly out of repair the land paymaster now lays 
• hcfoie us an estimate of the expense which wall be incuiaed hyrepaning 
it amounlinT to Es. 217'!^. Ordered that the same he lopaired 
accordingly,’ 

It has been noticed above that the'plan of the foit and town prepared 
hy the sub-c'iigincer Sir. '\^’'enier w'as submitted to the Court of 
Dircotol's Their orders regarding tliis plan dated 22nd Mai cli 17G5, 
were received some time before the clo®e of the same year. 'J’lie Court 
say • B) the Speahor we reedved the plan of the fort and town drawn 
by Mr. 'tVerncr. "We observe what you say about the works and should 
have given our opinion theicon agreeable to your desire by this con- 
vcyauco. But as we last year sent out Captain Thomas Keating as 
priiieipal engineer at 'your settlement, wo think it proper to defer our 
opinion until we have his Bcutiments on the works in gcuci'al and Dongii 
ill paitiailar. At Dougii we would have no additional works made until 
you have our further ordcis ; it appears to he a matti.r of consequence and 
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yon muft continue lo pay duo icgard to our oidcrs about caitying mi 
tile n’oiks.^ 

In liis lotlci to Govci-nment on the 4tli Febniaiy 1706 tlie Principal 
Enuincci wiltcs* As the Apollo lavclin and lunettes aic non bo fai 
.advanced tli.al a niimliei of bnckla 3 'C‘is are unneccs'-ai}' foi tliat ivoik, 
I t.akc the bbei'tj' to iccomnicnd to yoni Ilonoiiib llic ean 3 -ing on tlie 
adjoining icdonbls duiiiig tlie icmnindci of the fair season TJio 
additional monllilj' cxpcn'c inclined by c.aiiving on the above noik 
n ill not exceed 11b 1 200 exclusive of inatcnak " 

At the =amc day’s Concullation on ]>cnibing tlie Jilwve Icttci Goiem- 
ment romaik : The cngincei iccomnicnde completing the ledonhtsat 
the A]<ollo laAcbn This is agreed to as thcbiicklaycis must olhuniisc 
be discliaiged, and when once thej' lca^c the island it is difficult as well 
as expensive to gel otlieic.* 

Fii c days Later, thcOlli February 1766, the Piincipal Eiigineei’ submits^ 
his jirogrcEs icpoit to Goiomment lie wiitcs Under the lOtli of 
Hilaj 1 7G.) I laid before the Ilonmimhlo Boaid the progiess made in the 
fortifications fioni my arxiv.il to that day. 1 am now to aciiuamt 
join Ilonouis the Church gale laiclm wants notliing io Lomplete 
tlian laying the platfoiin most of ivhich is rc.ndy for nailing down 
and making doors .and avindow shutlcis for the .arched rooms of the 
gaitway. This woik worrld liaac liccn long since linrsbcd but lli.it 
1 luilgcd it best to lot the filling of tbo rampart settle well h"fote 
T l.iid the platforms or made the banquettes. Tlie dock and pier 
lie.rd remain as pei my last foi \v.ant of the timber work being’ 
fomplotoJ. The ni.asqmy of the Apollo larclin is hnislied all but the 
galcwMy. A small part of tho i. arojiait. and parapet adjonirng that of the 
lunettes will be coinplolcd in a few dajs Forming the ditch of-flio 
abo\c i.arcbn has been a vcij’ hcavj’ woik. IiV most places we hare 
been obliged to cut ly mines tbrougli nine, ten, and elei cn foot of solid 
and liaid lock The ditch is now well adunced as w'cll as the whole of 
the laiclin lunettes coroit waj' and glacis exccpt'the terracing orur the 
gatcw.iy and raising the lianquctlcs and the platfoiius wliioli will be 
completed licfoic tlie •=etting in of the rains I am .ilso cari^'ing on 
the glacis and coioit w'aj' fiom the Apollo lavcliu towards the toiifli- 
wcbL redoubt. At picsent this redoubt lia*- a little moic ilun lulf 
its face r.riscd within four feet of the cordon and tlic diteh is ouc-tliiid 
formed I propose forwarding this w'oik as fast as po.'fciblo during 
the remainder of the fan season,' ' - 

On the S9th of last raonllr I rcceircd fiom 2ilr Bams.a^’, a copy of 
the n7tli paiagiajib of the gcnei.al letter fiom the llouoiiinblo' the 
Court of Diicotoib wherein they say 'that'noUiiug relative to the 
foriifj mg Dongii must 1«? undeil.rkcu _ iiiitiL thoj’ liare rti^* soutiuicnts 
tlicicon In my letter to the Honourable Boaid lindor tlio 2Utli 
Novcmbei 176 i I have given it as my opinion that foitifyiDg Dongii 


•Comtto nomliv SinilJIucli I7(i3iiitti3I7, X*nl>.PLii Court'? L Vol 7of 37C.- 
7(.S,.{S 'J.nSmccrtoC!muimi.int IlhF.l. 17W., I’nl. IIimj 10 c.n7S0‘JJ. 

Hoi’i (!.n- Cimsultotioii Itli ftb. 1700, Tub, Diaij lb of 3700, 07. 
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■' was by no means to be neglected. For supposing tbc whole of our 
' worhs'to be completely ihnsbed and an enemy in possession of Dongii, 
it has so very, formidable a command that the idacc must infallibly 
,i . fall in a short time. I beg leave to take tlie liberty to recommend 
^ to your notice Ihe great necessity of carrying on the works in gcneial, 
* having at this time the advantage of a tranq^uil peace. For should it 
happen that war were to break out between any Euiopean Powers 
.aiid the Honourable Company, the works then must be carried on 
with such hurry and confusion as must lie attended with many incon- 
veniences particulaily the two following : Fii'st ihe procuring more 
than 000 or 700 labourers at short notice becomes at all times very 
expensive. I may venture to say one-half moic than at present since 
in such extremities they must bo fuinished with provisions. Secondly, 
works obliged to he caviicd into execution upon emergencies of this 
kind arc seldom if. ever properly conducted. The pooi>le emploj’^ed 
,011 them are mostly unacquainted with their business, so that badly 
put logetbor works arc (it may be) scarcely finisbcd bcfoie an enemy 
attacks them. The cou'icquence is the w’orks are fired from before 
they aie half cemented. It follows that by the explosion of our 
cannon they are sliaken and rent to pieces, perhaps to the very found- 
ation. And, if you are so lucky as to keep possession of them, they 
.lie constantly in want of lepair, These aie .some ^ of the bad conse- 
. »pieuo‘cs that may arise from want of timely determination which I beg 
'■ . leave to submit to your better consideration.^ 

, Two ihijs later, on the lltli Fcbiuary, the Board ordered that this 
report follow this Consultation and a copy be transmitted to our 
llonouiable Masters by the True Biitonr 

•Attlic close of the rains of 1760, 21si October 1766 the Principal 
Engineer .niade the following recommendations ; As the season is now 
opened I beg leave to iccoramcnd to the Board the finishing the retaining 
wall of lie rampart vvillnn the town to commence near the Apollo 
Gate. This work I tlie more waimly lecommend as the works of 
the body in general sustain the greatest damage for want of the 
said wall and the cattle having free access to all paits of the 
rampait and pcii-apet a hcjivy daily expense is theieby incuri'ed. 
'A'li additional advimtage will be gained by carrjdng on this vv^ork 
at present as it is nearly connected with the worlcs in hand and is 
moic ' immediately under close inspeelion. The additional expense 
of carrying Ibis woik on, all materials included, will be aliout 
lis. 2-106 a .month. I must once more beg leave to mention and 
recommend to the Board’s most sciious attention and consideration 
the absolute hccc.ssity .for commencing the fortifying of Dongii 
hill. To leav;e, this post iii its piesent defenceless state must in 
case of an attack infiillibly cause the loss of Bombay. In older that 
the nononi.'iblc Coiiit of Diicetors may the more fully and clearly 
nndcist.nid tlyj 'situalion and con'^cqucuce of Dongii I take the' 
libjity of miking the follow-ing^ remarks. The Mtindvi and Royal 


> I'lliiLipal IjiiL'iiifcr to Go\cininont 9th Keb 17CC, Pub. D arj- 4G of 17GC, 100-102. 
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In'-tion<3 arc llic extremity of the Fca oi liailoui (as also the land 
face*-) licaiinff ncaily noitliby west and south l>y oast. The toim is 
an obloii" wideiiiii" gia'luallj fioin the Sldiidn to the Rojul Ixi'^tioiis 
of A\hich the above Ijastions aic the gicatcst cxlreniitics and is 
composed of six mote l>a«dious ticing toirard*. Back Bay and the 
land. Doiipii hill the gic.ilcst height in the touji, bcais ncaily 
7101 th of the JIfintUi Inshoii, distance 32*1 jards, its height 3t5 
feet above the tcncplcin of the ramjiait. By being to advantageously 
situatwl Doiigii hill lias a mo'-t, lormidablc plunging lire botli in 
ruverte and ciiriladc into all the sea and most cL the Liud faces of 
the tow n. ^Vji enemy once in poi-scssion of Uongri and their haltcncs 
judiciously elected, it uonld be next to impossible for ilic place to make 
any tolerable defence, No uondci if tbemost alaiming con'etjuciiccs 
arc to be drc.ided fiom the neglect of a post of to great iinpoi tance, 
the moic c‘-ix'cinllv as the lull is naturally formed and situated to admit 
of Ijomg tlrongly foitificd at a moderate expense. If tliongly 
foi tided and fuflieiently gammoned I will venture to afliira, coiitfidenug 
our gloat db-tance from Euiopc and Ibc many dii-advaiitagcs an enemy 
lalioiirs iindei m such c.xi)cdition5, Doiign will most clteLlually 
fcciire the Ilonoiimhlc Comp.uij's settlements on this coast I nm 
noiv piejiaiing and m a few days shall lay before the Board a plan of 
the u oiks which I think ibc most adapted and least expcmivefov 
sccuiing Dongri.‘ 

This letlci was icad at the same da}‘'6 Consultation when the 
Board remarked • Head a letter from the princijial unginLor Cai>hiin 
Thomas Keating, iccommcndiiig the comitlutiiig the rolaiiiing wall of 
the mmpart within the tow*n and urging the necessity of erecting a 
fQctiflc.ilion uiion Dongri hill. The considcialion of this is di-feiic.l 
until the plan he mentions in his letter is xcady to i.iid lioloic u^.■ 

At a Consultation, the 2Sth Octobci, the sann. jc.vr, the Piii'eipal 
Eiiguiccr sulimitted a plan icgnidingDongii, when thcBosiil iciiia’ia’d : 
Tlic pnucipal engineer now dclivcis a rough flrari of the woik he 
Xnoposcs to meet upon Dongii hill. As the determining of 1hi> 
seems to he a matter of gieat impoibince, it is agiccd to meet .■'gain 
lo-monow puiposclj’ to consider thcicof when the major and engineer 
must also he present. In the meantime the Sccielaiy is dnoLted to ha\ e 
iccouiEC to our Iloiiourablc ]Mastcr.s’,l.itc oidors on tins pnhjecl that 
we may regulate ouisches conformal tie tlierclo in the resolution we 
nia}' take on the engineer’s letter.® 

aVs agiccd on the pretuous day, on the 20th October the Boaid met 
to con^idci the proposals legardiiig Dongii liill The Bombay J)my 
of tliat day has the following entry . Jlet agiccahlc to our lesolution 
purposely to take into considciation tlio piincipal engineer's Icttci 
lead and cntcicd the 21sl inst.aiit wlicicin he icconimcnds the 
finishing the letaming wall of the rainjiai-t within the town mid 
.strongly uigc? the uecc‘!sity of electing a foilification upon Bongri 


’ Pniiciiiil rnaiiii'cr lo CoMmiin.iit 21st Oct. i7C(i, Puli 0..\rv IT ofl'CG, OS' 
■■ Po.ii ao%.Con'-uUation21btOct 1700, Vnli I)Mr\ 17 uf irGG, bSi-b:>a 
Eoiu Cox Consultallou 28tli Oit 170C, Pul) Onu 17 of'lTCO, OUl. 
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' hill agreeable lo a plan ycslcrclay laid before us. His JcUev being 
ropciiiscd and duly and inatmely -weighed and considered and the 
finishing the retaining wall of the rampart appearing lo us to be a 
: veiy ncccssaij' woik and one that must sooner or later lie completed, 
and as he repiesents the monthly expense of it-a’ill not exceed Bs. 2400, 
r he is ordcied to early the same into execution -nithout loss of tunc. 

■ Notwithstanding the veiy urgent manner in which the principal engineer 
sets forth tho necessity of erecting a fortification upon Dongii hill, 
as on reference to our Honourable IMasters^ orders for these three years 
past, -wc find they expressly foibid this woik being cairied on without 
fiuther orders from them, we cannot possibly proceed thereon until 
such ordeiB are received. Therefore that no further tune may be lost 
in setting about this necessary woilc. Captain Keating is ordcied to 
finish tho plan now Ixifore us in a proper manner and to prepare a 
profile of tlio hill to be transmitted to our Honourable Masters b}' the 
Royal Charlotte nith any icmaiks or explanations he may think 
pioper to load them or those whom they ma}' be pleased to consult mi 
the occasion to foim a proper judgment thereof. It is agreed that at 
the same time we set forth the absolute necessity of this work being 
erected irithout delay and desire their final orders regaiding it.^ 

On the 25th November tho same j'car as desired in the picnous 
month, the Principal Engineer pubmits to Government a suvvoy of 
Dongii. Caiitain Keating writes ; Agreeable to yoin orders of the 20th 
ultimo, I now lay before you a survey of Dongri hill talcing in the 
space of six hundred yaids from the siiUent angle of the Maudid bastion 
iritli one centre and live cross and diagonal sections of tLat plot as also 
my design for fortifying the said lull. Upon examining irilli accuracy 
into the present stale of the old toAver laid doivii in the plan 1 fin'd 
the late Captn in ‘Werner succeeded so far in his intentions of demoli^i- 
ing it fiom the top of tlTc parapet to within four feet of its otlscl. I am 
not able to give any kind of leason (nor do 1 believe it jiossiblc to 
give a good leason) for liis attempting to demolish the said lower, 
Bor lot the foim gi\cn to the defences of the hill be what it mil 
they must at all events take in Uie tower. Erpinlly certainly tlic 
loAver must be a work of the utmost consequence being so high as to 
have a very formidable command over an enemy in tho ivholc of their 
approaches either against Dongii or the adjacent polygon of the town. 
The finding the said tower cannot be turned to so good an account a.s 
I at fii.st expected, has led mo to make some alterations in my first 
design. This 1 think vhen executed will fully answer the defending 
this' post. In this dcsigii 1 have endeavoured to help nature at m 
, little expense as is possible by not cxteinling the u'oiks more than 
w’hat cannot po.sBihly be avoided without tho place hccomiiig so very 
small as to be able to make only a like small defence On the othe'r 
hand had the design boon more extensive the expense would he greatly 
increased by carrying the works on the low ground which of course 
must 'very much enlarge the expense of masomy. My reasons for not 
making any works to flank .the Avest face of the S. ‘IV. B. S. bastion 
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<.niHl the N. E. E. N. face of llio S. S. E. Insiion n.n<i that iinny 
opinion an ononi v will nc\ei vontine to cair} on an nlhck agniiiil the 
formov as in that ca^-c they mn^.t Iio f-ituntod hetnoen two icry 
heavy fives. And snppo.sni^ they shonhl fimfc take the town (licy then 
would find them^ches \ciy fc \ 01 el}’ ff.allcd in Ihcii appioaches on the 
angle of this Iwstion by.ahcav} plunging file from the loiind touci 
Mlueli hy being i-o mucli abo\o them they s\ill find ven liiivd to iiiiii 
eveninits defences Thcicm.'i.y hkcuiscltc a teinpoiaiy batlciy cicctcd 
ncai the gorge of the S. W. J1 W. derai-ha'tion th.it nil! abo thank 
thoKaid lace. In legaidlothc N. E. J3. N. face of the S. S5. E 
bastion tlicio isno gioiind for an enemy to noik on. E\cn if there nas, 
gicatjiaitoE the obiections it icmoscdbythc fame adiantagcsfiom 
the old lowei and a like batteiy nc.ar the goigc of the other demi- 
bastion. Although the dc'.ign is fm.all jet sve bli.ill lie able to pie'ent 
a pietty formidable fiont to the bill And (be cui tains being niched 

attoid SCI y commodious icpositorics foi all Iciiids of stoies .and pion’sions 
The magazines, fiom tlieii situation no.ir the fi.iukE: of the hastions, will be 
-TCiy secure Should, aCtci a length of siege, no be obliged to cvac'ialo 
the foit, the magaziucs licing used as mines mil seive to open the 
nhole Iiont to the adjacent iiolygon fo that an cneinj- mil not find 
their ov]icctatioiis so fully ansiveied as thej' might hope. The arched 
rooms of the rampait mth a little lioublc may he tinned to the s.ime 
use as likewise the round lower. As a gicat ile.il depends on the plaec 
in.iking a long defence we should cndc.a\oui to inalcu use of cveiyait 
in Older to spin time to its grc.atost verge so as to be able to liciiefit 
fiom the many casu.alties to nhicli .an aimy in tliose climate'- is liable, 
as likomsc fiom any succouis siliicb maybe cxjjeclcd fi nm oiii olhei 
settlements. Along defence in a gic.at me.asnic depends on being, 
able to keep up a good and safe coinmunicaliou Lctne.’n tbe town and ' “ 
Dongii ioit, in Older tint in ca'C of an albick on tbe Kiid foii' Ibeie 
may be a constant 1 chef of flesh ti oops tin own into it every twentj- 
foui liouis. Foi those imsons loo much care or pains cannot be t.iken 
to have such a communication. This mil I think be tullj answeied 
in ray design as I intend tbe communication to be cocoicd with a' 
fctiong pa\.apct w.dl «-evcn and a kalE feet liigli covered with a glacis 
wliicli from its situation is vciv little subject to an enfilade Upon 
the -whole I think the foim of this design will fully pi event an encraj’ 
possessing tlicmselvcs of this post without a rognlai and obstinate 
siege. Should they think it licst fust loieduco the town and in that 
attempt succeed, I tliink oui aimy by sending a good p.sit of Ibfii 
stoics into Dongii and taking post to the noiiliwaid of it, might 
cliangc tlic .scone .and from llie besieged liccomc the besiegers. Or at 
le.ist piolong the i eduction of the island until wo leceiveJ Biiccoiiis 
or might be able to form pi oper connections on the continent Fiom 
coiisideiing the sections of the plan now licfoio j'oii and by the 
Irnow ledge each gentleman in Council l>as of the liilVs situation and 
foim, the Honourable Boaid will he able to foim a complete judghient 
of tbe mattei. To these plans I tUer-^ic hog lc.avc to rcfci.^ 


’ rnncipil Enpincw Tliomas Kvating to Goicrnmcnt 25tli Jim Puli I>j.wy ■17 
of 1700, 781- 7bl. - . 
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On the above letter at their Consnltation the Pamc da)- the I?o.aTd 
remark ; Read a letter from the Piincijial Engineer accompanying his 
plan for fortifying Dongri. This plan is now inspected by the JJo.'ird. 
Avith copy of the letter oidcred to ho tian.'.miited to the Honouiablc 
Court of Directors by the G/iflj'/oi/c agreeable to our resolution 

of the 29th ultimo ^ 

Oh the ] 8 th of November 17fi6 Colonel ICeating the piincipal 
engineer, submitted -his thiid pi ogi ess report. He mites * Under the 
9th Eobi nary last I laid before the TIoiiour.ible Boaid the inogresa 
made in the new foitificatioiis from my arrival to that day. 1 am 
now to inform your Hoiiouis what has been done from tli.at time to 
this date. ISscept the doois and w-indow shutters of the aiched 
looms, the Ohuich g.ito’iavehu is now complete and the guns arc 
mounted thereon. The dock pier head w.ints nothing more than the 
masomy lilhiig louiid the mast which could not ho done in the rains. 
Pini.shing this will he the work of a few daj's. Except l.a'^nng tho 
plaifoi ms, making the banquettes, cleaning a small part of the ditch, 
and lixing the standing and drawhiidgc the Apollo ravelin is 
finished The letaming w.all of tho glacis has been enm'cd round from 
the salient angle of the Apollo gate ravelin to the Chinch gate 
ravelin m loiiglh 2S18 feet containing 3870 solid feet of masomy. 
Tho glacis is cairicl from its extiemiiy near the salient angle of the 
Eoyal bastion lound the S. W. redoulii ^or lavclm in length 2083 
feet. The -pnlisading of the covert way lias been cairied from Iho 
salient angle of the Apollo ravelin to the saliVt angle of the S. "iv. 
ravelin in Icngtlr .about 11. oO feet. As I fdnud the S. W and IV. 
i.avolin would be trifiing woiks and of very littW use if finished accord- 
ing to j\tr. ATenier’s plan, I have c.arried on th^facos and terminated 
them on the eonnteiscaip of tho body and c^mninc.atcd their ditches 
with the main ditch. 'Uicsc alterations rendm- them much moio foi- 
miihible a" ’the cm tain and adjacent panics arc hcttoi coveied and the 
commnni-.ition of tlie ditdica 'pmvciits them from hcing cariicd hv 
ui.Eault to which they M’^c very liable befoic by having their ditches 
detached .and their goigi open to the coveit w'ay. This ivill he more 
plainly dcm'nisti.ated hyl reference to Mr. Wornor’s iilan. Being in 
great w.ant of magazines and stoic rooms I have coiistrncted one small 
mag.azine m caeli of those lavcliiis capable of cont.aining npw.aids of 
three hundred han'els of jiTowder each. Also one stove loom for holding 
tho aitillerj' apparatus of the woik Those mng.azincs and sloie looms 
aie quite secure’! ; they mil be very useful and the cx])en'^e is 
little. I li'jLve .also opened a communication Ciom the body of tho place 
to each of those! ra!\eliiis. This oommnnication which w’as entirely 
omitted in Mi ' AVernerts d^esign, makes those works capable of being 
defended to the last oxtreinity and then affords a safe rctrc.at. The 
S. AV. ravelin is iaised all round within four feet of the cordon stone 
the pillars foi the bridge of commumcation are finished, the timber for 
the standing part 9 C the bridge Jaid, and ilic passage of communication 
tliiough the cm lain is raised- to* ‘the spnng of the arch. The west 


’ Bom Gov. ConswUation 2 .-.II 1 Nov. 17Ct?, Tub Dwj.v 47 of 1700, 77 s. 
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ravelin liai it.s rampaits Fometliing moie advanced and the pillais 
of tlio hiidge of coinmnnicahon aie linielicd. But the passage through 
the cm l.iin is not yet begnn Upon the whole the woiks on this 
side of Ihe tou n are fco fai advanced as to give mo hopes of hanng 
it m my ponei to get the whole of the foitilication £iom tlie Apollo 
gate to the Chuich gate (except filling the gl icis) fiuii.lied both body 
and out-w'orks by the petting in of the ensuing lains 

1 hope b}' the sailing of the next ship to be able to lay a plan of the 
works in geneial (with the altciation'. and additions made by mo) 
befoio the Boaid which will the moie fully explain to the Hononrahlo 
Couit of Diicctors the advantages gained theieb}'.* 

On pel using the same day the above letter fiom the Piineipal 
Engineer giving an account of the progicss made in the woiks since 
the Tme Biiton’s depaitnre, the Boaid ordered it to he cntcicd in the 
diai 3 ' and a cop}' tiansmittcd to the Comt of Dncctois - 

About this time (3766), regaiding the tntifications of Bomkij, 
Mr Eoibes (Oi.Mcm I 131) writes. The WW'n of Boniluy is ahout 
two miles in oiicumfeience snnounded bv,j>rtJdcm fortilic.itions with a 
fosse, diaw'lnidges, tliiec piincipal g-.i-cs and sevcial sallyiioits ; but 
the woiks haling been constiuctcd under dilleient engineers without 
any legulai plan cannot boast ‘bf the sticngth or unifornuty which 
wonld otheiwise have characteiized them. 

In then Bomba}' letter of the 4lh Apiil 1767 the Court make the 
following icmaiks on a plan foi cleaning the town (btch juoposed in a 
Bombay Despatch of tno 29th Apiil 1766 TVe apjpove the mclluid 
you pioposc of cleaning the town ditcli undei diiectioii of oni p.ayma'def. 
It IS absolutely neces^y to have the ditch cleaned in a piopei manner, 
otheiwise its state i^^Ththavc a liad cifcct upon the health of' the 
inhabitants. The expcns\o£ this cleaning must be chaagi'd to the town. 

On the loth May 1767, 'Colonri Keating, the piincipal engineer, 
laid befoio Government Ins plan of the fc'i tilications of the town. lie 
wiitcs : I now lay befoic the Honouiable Boaiid a plan of the foilifi- 
cations of the town of Bombay, showing the nllemtioiis and additions 
made by me. My reasons for these cKanges I gaie tlio Do.iid undui the 
Ifalh iSoiembcr 1760, anil to them I bog leave to lefei. Uiidci the 
said date 1 laid befoio you the then state of the works, since which 
iiimo X ^3l^c done ns follow’6. Xlinislicd tLe dock pier loi^-cd n 
traverse baibette at the extremity of the cuitam ne.ii the piei bastion 
to command shijis headmg into the load , raised a baibette batteiy 
on the south-east face of the ]lo}al Kistioii for the above pm pose , 
alteicd the south-west £rce and new' laid the platforms of the Boyal 
bastion so as to Lave a file to command the passage fiom Old Woman's 


Keating to GoiLmiiicnt JStI, p„,, 

*Doni. Go; Consultation ISth Koy 17C6, PulSrbnr:- 47 of 17RR — n 
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island on which hitherto not a single gun bore ; finished and repaired 
the pai opet o£ the body and banquettes from the salient angle of the Pier 
bastion to the north Hank of the Stanhope bastion excejitmg that part 
immediately adioining the passage of communication to the soutli-wcst 
ravelin ; finished the retaining wall of the ramiiarts and its talus (or 
slope) fiom the Pier bastion to the Church gate in length thiec hundred 
and seventy toiscs, containing about 41, 050 solid feet of masonry, and 
filled in the lampait ; raised a tiaverse cavalier in the gorge of the 
Church bastion, containing about 21,756 sobd feet of masonry, and 
filled 'U'itli earth j the Quecn^s lunette is finished, platforms laid, and 
ready to receive its guns. 

The work of filling the glacis has been carried from the south-west 
ravelin neaily to the salient angle of the west ravelin, in length about 
nmety-two toises This work has been very heavy being most part 
deep hollow ways. Palisading the covert way has not been much 
advanced for Avant of timber. The south-west and west lavelins are 
well ad\'anced, I believe they will be finished (except la 3 'ing the plat- 
foims, flooiing of the magazines and bridges) in about six weeks. 
This IS the present state of the fortifications. I liaA'e taken every step 
in my poAA'er to forward them with the greatest expedition and as little 
expense as possible.^ 

On poiusing the above letter the same day the Boaid resolve that a 
copy of this letter Avith a plan of the fortifications in their present 
state, bo transmitted by DiU’on'>liiro to our Honouiable Masters ® 

On the 23rd Deeembsr the principal engineer submitted a farther 
progress report. He writes : Agieeable to an older of the Honour- 
able Boaid sent me this day - by Mr. Secrotaiy Ramsay, I noAV lay 
before you the progiess made in the Honourable Compan 3 ''s fortifica- 
tions since the 3 5th of last May. The glacis near the salient angle of 
the Avest raA'ehn has been completed in length ujiAA^ards of 50 toises. 
This pait being a very deep chasm has been attended AVith hcavj' labour 
The palisading of the coA'eit Avay has been carried from the salient 
angle of the south-west raA'clin to the salient angle of the space left 
for a lunette opposite to the S. S west face of Church g.ate lavelin, in 
length 1S39 feet. Terrace platforms and banquettes haA'e been made 
to the Apollo raA'ehn, the arched rooms of its gateway jilastcred, 
the guard rooms paved, the ditch fimshed, and the standing and diaw- 
biidge completed, except the balance beam; so that this Avork is ready 
to receive its guns A new bridge has been made to the Apollo gate, 
the old being too narrow, as also much decayed. The south-west and 
AA'est lUA'chns are completed except la5'ing the jilatforms, la3'ing the 
magazine floors - (Avliich is near half finished), and arching the passages 
of communication. All these will be done this season. A guard room 
has been built in the rampart adjoining the Church gate for the 
use of that guaid as alsp necessary houses. On the 5th of May last 
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I lined out the new ravelin marked in tlio plan 26, and, previous to the 
Ilonouiable Governor’s tnonlcdyo, took the lihuity to name it 
Hodges’ ia\ elm. It is non* laiscd in all pai ts eleven feet above the lc\ el 
o£ its diteli The contents of the masonry now fiiiisbcd is 129,15J' 
solid feet; part of its ditch is foimed; the glacis fiom the salient 
angle of the Gliuich gate invelin to the salient angle of Hodges’ 
invclin IS complete, in length 229 toiscs , as also the ictaining wall, ni 
length 13G8 feet containing 18,2 10 solid feet of inabouii . 

The 2 1st of last Septcmbei I set alioiit remoiing the sand hill and 
levelling the esjilanade to the northwaid of the Chuicli gate Since 
that time, as near as I can compute, ii 2 jwaids of 480,000 solid feet of 
sand and eaith have been icmoicd from the sand lulls and filled into boles 
and the low batty giounds lietiieen the Chinch gate and hlooi men’s 
bill 1 iiig ground. This is a woik nhicli is attended iiith gieat tiouldc. 
Kevcithcless it is indispons-ibly necessaiy, as gieat pait of the sand 
hills aio iiiiwards of ten feet liighei than the lei cl of the csiilanadc, 
nliilc the batt}' giounds aio so very low and also diy in the fair 
season tliat an enemy might make then ajiinoaebes on that side iii lb- 
out oui guns causing them moie than a vciy slight annoyance 

On the 8lh Novcmlici last a road was commenced leading from the 
Cliuich gate to the black town, and one blanching from it to tlie 
load leading from the Inzai gate. These loads aio to confine 
cainages and other vehicles fioni cutting the glacis and e'-jilanade, the 
repaiis of wliieli inustbe attended iiitli c-viiense Each load is foitv 
icctii’idc The load flora Chinch gate to the black town is canied 
\ei V neai its full length of 360 jniids Anotbei biniicli lioin thi'' load 
leading G72 feet to the English buijing gioiind is neailv riiii-liod. 
On the 1st of last Novembci the woik of removing the uppei jui t of 
the Govornoi’s late dwelling house in the Castle was Iwgiin The 
lower paits oi as much as m.aj' be found soiiiceable aie inteudi'd' to be 
iiielicd, andinade bomb-pxoof foi holding aitillciv and olhci stoics, as.ihi) 
foi lodging the Goicinoi m time of a siege. The igijici sloiy, except 
that p.iit immediately over the laboi.itoiy, is lemoicd How niani' 
of the lower .ajiiitmcnts will answ'ci the piopo'-eJ end is not in iny 
powei at picsciit to dcleiminc as they ajiiieai to be in a iciy luinoiis 
stale * 

At the same daj-’s Consultation tbc Loaid lead the aboio Icttei fiom 
the Piincipal Engineci giiing an account of the juogiess of the winks, 
cnjiy of ivlucli the Boaid oidcicd to bo entoicd in Ibo dial}' and aho to 
bo transmitted to the Couit of Diicetois = ' 

On Ibe 22nd Janiuiy 17GS, with a liew to icndei the piei Iittid 
sonicealilo both foi defence and landing, the Boaid direct : As tbc Piei 
bead is now cairving on and may, as is lepie-cutcd to us, Jjo conslnicted 
so as to sci\c Iwlh foi the defence of the baiboiii and for landin''- of 


> rrmcijTil Enrinoor CiiloBcl Tfaiimaj Ktnlin^ IVr 17(57, I’lil', 
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goods, tho Principal Engineer must for tins reason be joined with tbc 
supenntendent m the cousti notion of tins work.^ 

It lias been noted that Captain Keating’s plan and piofilo of the 
works to be elected at Dongii together with his letter on the subject 
weio tiansmittcd to the Court of Diiectors On consideiing these 
papeis the Couit wiile to Bombay on the 18th Maich 1768 : Captain 
Keating’s plan and piofilo of the noiks pioposcd to be cioctcd on 
Dongii hill nith his Icttei setting foith the advantages and almost 
absolute necessity of them have been considered. We have determined 
not to foilify the hill but to destroy it. 'J’hongh the removal of iho 
hill IS represented to bo a work that will ictimie a gicat length of time, 
we appiehend if it is begun on that part of the hill next to the piesent 
woiks of the town wall, so much may be lemovcd in tlic course of a 
year as to piovent any great danger b}’’ its falling into the hands of an 
enemy. Building a fort mil bo attended nith a gieat and almost 
constant expense. Besides this fort will thaw off a 2 iait of oiir foiccs 
fiom the works within the town. Purther its ijossible fall into tlio 
hands of an enemy would bo attended with fatal consequences As 
you Lave now our icsolulion to demolish Dougii no time must he lo^t 
in carijaug it into execution Tho stones may be taken away as 
ballast for ships If no other method can be found an older must be 
made that all ships and vessels sailing from jonr poit must take tlioir 
ballast from Dongii which will save the expense of icmoving the stones. 
We sliall depend upon your utmost attention uith rcgaul to this groat 
woik now to bo caiiicd on, that all iiussihlc fingahty be obsoived m 
cvoiy iusta,ncc. See that such of our covenant seivanis as may be 
employed fol’ pai'ing and inspecliiig the laboiiicrs arc those you can 
depend upon If aiij'' people can be found that would undertake 
blow my up the hill by contract we should be better pleased uith that 
mode ciL eaiiying on this woik than any other. AVe aie lufoimed that 
some work of this land has been done at a quaitcr rujice tbc squaiu 
foot. The committee of woika must also legulaily inspect the 
accounts and lay befoic tho Board a monthly statement Ihuieof." 

Though the Couit oidcrcd the demolition of Dongn, in the latter jiait 
of the same letter they provide for a final inipniy They mite • Piom 
llio amide teslimo'mals ue have icccived of the abilities of Lieiitciiaut- 
Colonul Aicliibald Camiibell, we have been induced to ajiiioiiit him our 
Chief Engineer at Bengal Inoidei to lender liis soi vices as extensively 
useful to the Comiiauy as iiossiblc, he lakes jiassage first to j-our 
Picsidcncy on t.he mil) T/iamcn Then he, in conjunction with Colonel 
Keating^ may- lalm a ‘•uivcy of the works and fortifications theieat. 
AVhat we have inoic iiarlicularly in view in this service is that those 
geutlomcu should also take a suivcy of Dongri hill, and give their 
sentiments as to the proiiricty of its demobtion or erecting a fort 
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tlicicon 'Wlialcvor may bo ibeir ojuninn in this respect nin^'t piiiilo 
jou in givinji' the nccc-^aiy oitlci"- accoulin^ly, not\ritIi<il.indiTifr it 
may bo entii cly o]>poMto to oiii diicnlinn foi dcmoliehin^ tbo hill as 
cxpie-'-cil undci the fifth head, ]i.iia"i.iph<! lUO and 

In the s-.ime Icttei the Conit oidei the fidlowin^ .appointment's o£ 
cn^inceih and mihtari ofilcei's* Notwifh'st.anding; the adiaiicemunt 
ol Captain Thonu'. Ke.iUnij to lie Tnenienaiit-Cnlunel of aitillery, he 
i*. '-till to continue in his employ of Piincipal IJn'.nnecr Mitli hispictcnt 
Rilai}' of .tytld a jear. This m to be in full for all allowances on 
account of that station. C.iptain Nilson the pre'cnt assistant 
cnpiicei to Liouti'iiant-Coloncl Kc.iting is to conliiiiie as assistant 
with his p.iy of ten ‘hillings a dav over and almvc his pay and 
ciniiluinents as CajiLnn of an arlilleiy company in the manner ho 
now enjoj's Mi Loekhart lliis'sell who now piocccd'. to Bomkij- 
!'• to be fctond as'-isl.int engineer to Linutenant-Colimcl Thomas 
Keating in the ciiglneeiin'.r dpp.irtnicnt Tor tins his .illow ance is to 
be ton sliillinirs a day and his lank with respect to the military coips, 
IS to he th-at of CapLiin. The said Mi. Ilu‘-scll is also to haac a 
comjiany of .iitilloiy on the lirst vacancy that ph.ill happen after 
JI.ijoi '1 homas Lee IS proaaded for avhen he is to have the iiEiwl piy 
as C.iiitaiu with the IwnoHt aiisinc: from clothing But as Mr. 
llussell’s huforemcnlinncd allowance of ten slulhngs .i day as assistant 
engineer will not ho a miflicicnt maintenance, until he gets the 
eumm.and of a comimiiy, w e direct, until th.at event happens, he h i\ c 
.an addilion.al allow.aneo of ten i-hillings’ a day, which s,ud additional 
allowance is to cease upon his succeeding to a company. It is oui 
pleasuie and we accoidingly clnccl that upon a i.aeaney by the death 
01 otheiwa‘-o of eithei Captain Nil=on or Captain Itusseli, the survivoi 
bj the .assist.int cngineei, it lieing our ine.auing tlut after such an 
event there ‘Iiould be only one princijul nssislanl - 

It has Iwen noted tluit on Ins way to Bengal L’culenatit-Coloncl 
C.aini>bell was to aisit Bomlxiv and suivcy Dongii and tbeotliei foits 
On the 13th Ocloboi 1708, after inspection, Colonel Campbell wniles 
to the Bonibiv Goieinmeiit AgreL'.ible to join nrd>’is of the 30th of 
July, T h.ivo, m conjunction ivitli Colonel Keating, t.ikeii .a siiivey of 
the foi lifications of Jiombay, and executed Mich sections of the principal 
grounds in then omnions as w'cic iicccssaiy to deteimmo mu in the 
piopncly of ci.azing or foitifjang Dongii lnll,“ Tli.atniypailicul.ir 
Ecnlimcnts ill this icspcct may bo fully and cleailj' undei>tno(l and 
s'lew'cdiii tlicu piopei light, it is necessary that 1 should lay before you 
Sii and this Ilonouiablc 33oaid a stale of the foitifieations as liioj' 
bt.ind at pieecnt, being the most cifccliial method of discovoiing tJie 
inatciial defects of this foitiess, the defence ifc is capable of making 
ag.unst a brisk and slalfnl enemy, and the only certain means of 
investigating the weight of such leasons or the' piopiietj' of such 
impiovcments as may hcreaftei bg eScicd towards placing the capital 


’ Cimrt to Bomlny IStli March 1?C8 para 1.15, Pub Drn, Court's L, Vol. 7 of 1705- 
170^ 3-1(5 5 Ditto, paras 150 • 1C4 at p’^os 355 - 30b. 
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of tills f-ot^lemcnt ivitli tlio most reasonable cjqionse upon a seciiro and Chapter IV. 

icspectable footing. Plan No. 1 . — Tlic south fiont A 13. is by much the T?nrtifiM+iniin 

most icgiilar part of the foitilicatious of Bombay and in the liest state Buildincs 

of repair, althougli fiom its position it is little exposed to a land ^ \ 

approach oi open to a sea attack Part of the outworks is deficient ^Siiirc ’”of***^*'° 

in flanking' file ; yet I am of opinion that tins front is noveilheless FoitificatioM, 

cajiable of standing a siege pioportionablc to the probability of it*! being 17CS, 

attacked. 'J'he original dcsig^i of the west fiont B. C. is a weak long 

ill constructed line for defence, consisting of a bad disposed fire fiom 

several iriegulai projections that could affoid but little reciprocal 

defence in themselves, and much Ics.*! to the collatcial fionts of the 

fortifications. Weic it not for the additional ravelins and covoit-way 

that aie alicady almost comiilcted by Lieutenant-Colonel Keating, an 

enemy Avould have it in his power not only t«) advance his aiiproachcs 

lapidly to the counterscarp of the ditch without matenal nsk oi 

impediment, but also might enjoy the means of piotcctiiig t le uholo 

of his ticnchcs on this side uith little ti cubic oi inconvenience from the 

cocoamit grove and the heights of the adjacent burjing giound. 

"NVlien Lieuten.ant-Colonel Keating’s intentions aic acconi] dished on 
this side, an enemy a\i 11 not only have a numcious ai tiller}' to combat, 
but also an extensive and voiy cmbairassing fire to ovcicome. The 
1101 111 front 0 D IS b}' much the smallest in capacity and w eakest in 
point of defence of any of the foimcr fionts, notuilhslaiiding the 
natuio and situation of the giouiid befoic it iciiderf, this pait of the 
foitilications the most exposed to an encmj’’b attack. For fiom the 
north-east quarter the hill of Doiigii is scarcely distant four huudied 
yards fiom the body of the pbicc and is not less than thirty-four feet 
above the lerropleiii of -tlic lampart And as this hill is open and 
very accessible ton aids the country, the consequence of its being 
po.sses.sed by au enemy m this state, must invevilably tuiii to the 
immcdi.atc hi^a and certain destruction of the garrison. The fiont 
D, E. althijugh it is cmbiaccd by the sea is v'ciy inijirudently left open 
towards the docks foi two hundicd yaids and to the iiurtlinaid of 
the castle for 3h0 yaids. And as the east face of the north-east 
bastion is Jhn.l'cd by no kind of fire, there can be no iiiannci of doubt 
that either of tlio'Q places arc jieifcctly cxjioscd to the assault of an 
enemy after cloud of night, a time the most lit and probable for llio 
execution of such au cuteipiiEc. If to those inconvcniencies in the state 
and disjiosilion of Ihcfoitifications of Bombiy and the natuie of the 
giound about tboin, we add an entire want of liomb-proof casemates 
foi the lodgment and securit}' of the tioojis, the only iiossiblc means 
of giAung icst to a biave and active garrison so as to support 
the fatiguing operations of a siege. At the same time recollecting 
that the jiiesont confined state of the rampaits, occasioned by Die 
encioachmcnt of -the ' town' buildings, deprives the gairison of that 
space so essential and necc.s6ary for the construction of counter 
batteries, and the manoouvring of 'liuch troojis and artiller}' as are 
absolutely indispensable in a siege, it can sc.arccly be denied that at 
this instant the forticss of JBombay laboius under the greatest 
disadvantages that ever attended a fortification. Can Bombay tlieiefovc 
under such circumstances Avithstand a tolerable siege against a brisk 



Chapter IV. 

Fortifications 
and Buildings 

Lt -Col C-implioH'" 
Siirvij of 
I'crliliciilionn, 
l7(jS. 


.1G8 


BOMBAY TOWN 


[Historical 


mid ontoipri’sin" onemj* acquainted M-ith tlio opemlioni of w.ii, the 
iiatinu of the ivoikc, and diicclcf] bj' [he knowledge of their defect*.’ 
Ko So far .nm I from th.il idea ill, at T dccl.aic it iny opiniun.ind should 
think mi«i‘lf hifflilj* umvorthv that tin«t tlie llonour.ildc the Dircctois 
aic plca«!«l to icpo'-c in me, did T not cmhiiicu the carhc'-t oppni [unity 
of ncipiiiintiiiq' yon Sii and tlii*! Tlminnrahlc Board th.at at tins inptant 
Bomliay is in itself so open and so insecure that it is capable of hem" 
a-seanltcd at am hoiii in the ni"ht with the loss of a iciy few lues to 
an enemy Ilmiiiy thus pointed out the disadiMiitaifc^ an*-!!!" .is well 
fioin the defects of the foititications of Bomh.ay as fioin the natnio of 
the "loimd .alxint them, I can now nath iiioie propiiet}- expic'-e siieli 
sentimcntfi as occnrictl to me lelatiic to the mo't cffcclnal and 
rcasonahlc means of iemo\ in" tho'e inconvonieneies.and of 6lrcn"thenin" 
and impiovjngtlieii defence. 

As it sceincfl at one lime to he the resolution of the Ilononrahlc 
Com t of Diiectoi.. to destioy the hill of Dongri in piefi'ieiicc to its 
lieiii" fortified, on account of tlie "leal expense th.it might .itlciid ihe 
Imihliii" a foit thcicon and keeping it in lejiaii beside theeiicnnislance 
of dianin" off part of the tioojis fiom the town and the tilal 
consequences of its falling into the hands of an enemy, it liee.imc a 
duly very iiicnmhent on me uiion tins occasion to cv.imine in the mo't 
stiict and acenrafe manner how far it might lie loi the intciesfc of the 
llononiahlc Kasl India Comj. any to Imc then first icsohition l»nl in 
execution I Ikitloi miself the mcasuies I have t.\ken for that pm pose 
arc the most cflcctn.il tluit could luve been puisnod In the tii't plaeo 
in icspccl to the expense tliat might attend leinoiing the hill of Dongiij 
I found from the several sections I took along and acio.-s it~ ridge' tli it 
the ijuantity of giound neccfsaiy to he taken awhv to m.ike the situation 
of an encnij upon a level with the cicst of the glacis and distont frf.iii 
the liody of the place for eight Imndicd jiiids (winch is ahsoliilcly the 
least Hut c.'in possibly lie taken aw.iy to ni.ikc the town in a situation 
to withstand a lolci able sic’ge) amounted to 5,2ti2,l‘h> cubic fd'l. As 
it is almost eiiliiely rock the ex|x;nse of lemoviiig it at the common into 
of one quailcr of a iiiiicc the cubic foot, would amount ncaily to 
ICs sterling It is tiuc tliat when the lull is leinoicd 
the noith Iiont of tlie fortifications wall Ibcn weai a lictiei aspect 
But fiom the insignificaiiej' of its extent, the bad di-poMlion of its 
woiks, the weakness of its flanks, and the injudicious mannci it 
oceupic- the giound on tins side, an enemy will alw.ivs have iV in Ins 
pow Cl to pie«ent a fiont double to what llie foi Hficalions can ojiposc 
which IS diicctly contiary to cvciy piineiplo in w.ar .rclahi c to tlic 
defence of w*oiks. The noitli fiont must tbciefoic be slrcngtbcned by 
fortilicMtions piopoihouablc to the supeiioiiti" an enemy enjoys ovci 
it in point ot extent, to effect which .the whole of Ibis fiont must ho 
new modelled, and so foimcd as to afford the collateral fionts poifcct 
security m flanks and he siqipoitcd reeipioeally bj' them Tins 
ciicumslance alone would be attended with an .additional expense to 
the Company of between ninot}' and a hundred thousand pounds 
•' sterling, besides the constant expense of kcepiniL-jlliose woiks m icpaii. 
It IE fiom a tlioiongh knowledge of these facts that mj- opinion is 
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entirely gnicleil with respect to fortifj’ing Dongri hill, I hope they 
will be satisfactory to you Sir and the Honourable gentlemen of this 
Board, when I inform you that by dropping the former resolution of 
the Honomable the Court of Drrectors, and fortifrnng Dongri, an 
ex])onse of at least one hundred and thirty thousand pounds sterling 
wjll not only be saved to the Compairy, but also the preserration 
of the place sceured hr a more ample and certain degree. It was with 
those views that I have executed a design for occujiyrng the height of 
Dongri, the objects of winch work are not only to oover and secure 
the whole of the north front of the fortifications but also to throw a 
galling and plunging fire rnto the fiank of any approaches that an 
enemy may attempt to carry upon the capitals of such rvorks as are 
constructed between the old Mdndn bastion and the Chinch gate 
ravelin. This udth the addition of the redoubt Z advanced iijion the 
capital of Granby's ravelin, will immediately put the gaiTison of 
Bombay in a state of enjoying a front superior in height and crpial 
in extent to anything that an enemy can possibly oppose — two of 
the mo.st considerable advantages that can be attained in the defence of 
fortilications. It is necessary to icinaik that the whole ridge of Dongri 
lies between Dongri road and the sea, that the highest part of the 
said hill is that end next the town on which the proposed work is to 
be coiistnicted, and tlrat from thence the ridge drops gradually for a 
thousand yards along the coast to the level of ten feet above high 
watermark. It is also proper to observe that the fiont of Dongri 
fort by eonstiiictiou consists of twenty-five pieces of cannon disposed 
in. two licriS'of batteries well covered to the cordon, and of such e.\tcnt 
'ns- to occupy double the front an enemy can opjiose niron the ridge 
' ilho.dt, an immense e.xpon'^e of labour time and materials. In front 
-of^ils ditch I have eoiibtiuctcd a casemated redoubt with a jialisadcd 
conimumoation lo secure it against an assault. As this redoubt is in 
it'-elf bomb-proof and cannot be seen or broken by cannon from 
the field, it will perform its service in this respect very completely 
against the most daring attempts of an enemy. Tlierc are casemates 
in the fort for three hundred men with their ofliceis, the jrroper 
garrison for ils defence, that is to say one hundred Europeans aud 
two hundred sepoys ; and as the whole side of the fort next the town 
13 open to the aitrllery of the place, but perfectly secure against 
musquetry or any sudden assault that may be offered, the' town 
will always have it in its power (lest at any time by treachery or 
any other unreasonable unforcseeu events an enemy should get the 
fort in bis posse.«!sion) to pour all the artillery of the north front into 
the. very he.aifc of the casemates and scour the body of the fort from 
one end to the other, a circumstance that will make liis situation 
extremely uneasy to him and render the establishment of his lodgment 
in that fort almost beyond the power of being accomirlislied. So long 
as the gorge of Dongri'fort is open to the town, tire troops of the 
garrison 'unll have it in tlioir power to storm it again with little or no 
risk. And, when the body of the fort is regained, an enemy can 
scarcely exist in its ouhvorks as tlyjy arc so confined commanded and 
looked into in reverse. As I found inyseK confined to a particular 
point in respect to the situation of Dongri fori, which I'emoved this 
Ji483— 47 
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Tvoilc .it toogicat .1 distance from the body of the pl.ice to reecho 
fiom thence th.it piotcction which is so c'ssentrall}' ueccs'san- for its 
prcseiviitionj 1 was obliged to adiancc a icdonbt half way between 
the town and Dongri foit cnntaimng twelve pieces of cannon sccuicd 
against an entilade. Six of the=e will beai directly in flank of any 
lodgment that an enemy maw attempt to foim upon the iidge of 
llohgiij and the otliei tix in flank of such appioaches as may be can j- 
ing on against the woiks to tlic weptw.nd 1 would also pioposc ioi 
the mole clTeetu.il scciiiit)’ of the noith front, . to couveit the eoveit 
way into a simple envelope with a casemated ledouht m e.ich place of 
.11 ms As tins woik is in a mamiei aheady foiracd, it will be attended 
witlia 101 3' inconsideiahle cxiicnsc to the romp.nivin propoilioh to the 
advantages acipnied theieb}'. I'^oi this woik m style of an envelope 
can then he conveitcd into batleiics that will dispose a vei^' fonnidable 
i.iionnant fiic njion the giound beCnie it, and not onli- Hank the left of 
llie. advanced icdonbt m a veil* complete inannoij but also picsent a 
vcivniimcious aitilIoi3' upon ilic iidgc of Dongii, jiait in diicct flic 
and pait in i icochct 

Yiom tlie ad\ .meed icdonbt to Dongii foit on one side and to flic 
envelope of the noitb fiont on tlie otlici, I jiroi’ose that a simple line 
of cnticneliraciil 'liould be evtended to snppoit tlio cumnniiiic.itioii of 
tbe icdoubt in ease of assault tlie pailicuUi construction of tin*. 
w<iik the g.iinson ma}' be <mpphefl with the mostactnc mo, ins ]>oBhihlo 
ol fcallyiiig out upon an cnom}' a whole battalion in fiont, ic.id\' diessod 
,iml foinicd foi action. As this is the gicat ohiect w idled £oi in sallies, 
and upon w Inch then success almost totally dei'cnds, its utihci' may 
with pi 01111013' icciiinmciid the micntion, althougli it is the lii-st 
mblanec of its apphcMtion Tim. line of entienehmcTit on other occasions 
m.n' also be eonvcited into eouutei batteries, and in tliis lespect can 
atfoid veri maiciial snppoit to Dongri on the nght oi ilic fovliliiations 
of the west fiont upon the Icit. It is absolutel}' nccessai}' likewise 
foi the moie effectual piemen ation of this gaiiison that the raiiip.ir(s 
be clcaicd of eicry incumbiaiicc that mai' impede the manicunmg of 
tioops 01 aitillcrj’, and that no building wliatsoovci shall be pcnmtted 
to stand on any- p.nt of the espl.anade liom tiie Ap&lle g.ite' lomi'l the 
iiJgo ol Dongii lull, and that pait of Dongri town itseli shall be 
icmoicd and the cocoanut giove taken aw’a}' as f.ir as I have cx]ncsscd 
it upon the plan No 2 , that the ciicnit of the foil ifieulions ni.'i}' lie 
peifectly fieed fiom the veij iinpiiident and dangci.oiis eove'i that is at 
picsent in the power of an cnenn', and the ground itself bo clcaicd and 
inoperl}' adaiited for action To the eastward of the old M.indvi 
bastion I would piopose to advance .i lunette one side of which to flank 
the eisb face ol tlie old ^lundii liastion and the otliui to ilisposo its 
flic .dong tlie south paits of llic c.isl front, and be fkiukcd lecipiocallj' 
by them I would also iiioposc to shut up that p.ut of the town 
which IS open to the noithwaul of tlie casllo hv a ciemaillcic woik 
roiit.imiiig a space snflicient to admit of bauaJes ±oi a battalion of men 
with thin oflicers complete. Uiidei the i.-impaiC^f these works ciiso- 
matcs aic designed foi tJio same iiiinihei iif men,, which at present will 
answci the pm pose of kit chons and j'cllais to the b.in.icl;?, and 
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cfra'! 0 (i\iently save to tlio Honourable Company the erecting btlier office 
Jiou'.cs for that purpose. This in time of a siege will also serve the 
oiigmal intention of bomb-proofs for- the necessary rest and seem-ity of 
the garrison. * 

The castle should also be cleared of tlie rubbish that is at present 
contiguous to the rampai't on 'the south side, where the Governor’s late 
hou'.e stood. And as Lieut -Colonel Keating has aheady received the 
Governor .and Council’s order for turning such parts of it as might 
answer into casemates for the lodgment of tioops and stores, and as 
ho was pleased to consult my opinion upon the same, I emimincd the 
f-tatc of those ruins, and find fiom their rotten bhattored condition 
th.at no part of them are adapted to suppoi*t bomb-proof arches. As the 
situation of those ruins is. preferable to any other, their siiace ought to 
be occupied ndtli cabemates for the above purposes. 

I would also propose that the dock and bandar piers should bo carried 
out into the sea, agreeable to their present direetions so .that the head 
of the former pier bliall be iii a direct line with the outside of {hclattci, 
and fbstant from it one hundred and fifty feet This will confine the 
enhy of the bason not only to a proper extent for the egrc&s and 
1 egress of shipiung, but .also for making a secure and very respectable 
defence on this side of the town against an enemy,- by the means of a 
boom and the designed casomated lowers for cannon and mu.-.ki try 
that ivill ]nii{pct it. It is aUo to be observed that by the pier.-; over- 
lapping oacb other in this manner, the swell of the sea, which .at 
piosent,rolls in a ''ery considerable degree into the bason and oft(«n 
occn. '=10118 luucli dapiago to the docks and such vessels as arc stationed 
ibw;e,.mll be cfi’cctually guaided against and prevenlod. 

- .Il.w-ing' thus slated the principal irapiovemcnts I have to offer to vou. 
Sir, and this ITonoui able Board, towaids placing the fortifications ol 
Bom^iiiy in the best posture of defence that their siUiation would admit 
of, I o' ill proceed to oxainiuo the natuic of such a defence as this fortress 
wjll then bo c.apahle of pei forming ag.iinst our natural and inveterate 
enemies the Fiench, the only power m Europe at pioscnt we have 
most reason to appieheud a visit from lu this quarler of the globe. 
Let it ho Piijiposod tliercfoie that a French army is E.afoly landed in 
the island of Bombay and that llio town is invested in form, I’hCir 
parallel in that c.iso will crabraco the Qxtciior circuit of the esplanade, 
along the front of Dongri toum, as far as the bmymg ground to Uic 
westward. It is csident thcrcfoie that the front of the foitifications 
opposed to him, exclusive of its superior height and situation, is fully 
as extensive as the front of the ground he must occupj'. And as his 
worlcs cau be only temporary works, foiced under the warm fire of the 
ganison, and the foitificalion of the place by construction, duiahlc, 
solid and well covered to tbo field, it udll require very little knowledge 
in tlie art of wav to foresee the difficulties he Mill naturally labour 
under m cari-j’ing on lus approaches. The situation, command, and 
galling fire -of Dongii fort will caily and too sufficiently engag'j the 
attention of a skilful enemy not to aim him with pioper caution 
.igaiust the fatal cousequenecs of its fin* existing any length of time 
upon his Uank. .Nov has lit 5 .uiy othei alternalivo left him Tint a 
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ECiious and spirited attack upon tlio fort itself. It is tlierefoie most 
)S!asonabIc to imagine he 'will cndc.ivonr to eaiiy on his approaches 
against Dongn foil m tliat manner which is most easy to Inmself aiidt 
least exposed to the cannon of the place!! This can bo effected only •- 
® along the ndgo m fiont of Dongn foit If it is consideicd thcicfoie 
that an enemy must cair}' his eaitli along with him, on this occasion, 
and force evci y foot of his ap^noach upon a bate liaid'i'ock, which 
deprives him of the means of sapping or mining, and exposes Ins attack ^ 
to twenty-five pieces of cannon that plunge upon him directly m fiout 
and tliat completely sweep the whole of the confined iidgc fiom one 
end to the other j I say if. with those embarrassing ciicumstances in 
his fiont, it IS consideicd that the gaiiisoii of Bombay will ha\c it in 
their power at the same time to play fiom the sevcial paits of the 
noith front .alxiut forty pcee® of cannon upon the flank of his appioach 
by direct and ricochet fire, tlioie mil be no impiopriety in asseiting 
that Dongn fort thus constincted, thus strengthened and piotcctcd, 
miiy in itself u itlisland a sieije of six montlis by the exertion of biave 
ti oops n ell acfiuaintcd with the natiiic of their duty that have the 
Company’s seivice and the honom of the Biitish arms at hcait. 

If an eiiemj' should be stubborn and still peisist in this point without 
foimiug an .it tack upon the foilifications to the wcstwaid, he "may 
tacnlicehib wiiolc aimyin the attemiit without considciable lisk oi 
cion veiy material luuassmcnt to the gaiiison of Bombay For as 
Dongii toit mil draw’ only thice hmidied men out ol the gaineon, the 
advanced icdoubt and communication one huudied inoie .and tJic point 
oi attack 1 k‘ confined to a mere naiiow space it is evident lliat the 
demand of troops for duty will Lc insigiiilicant, th.it the lelicfs for Oio 
nece-saiy sen ices will be easily siijiplied and supjiorted, and that tlio 
town of Boinb,ay itself in this case mil become a jnost noble magazine 
in the rear of Dongn, to furnish its foit with troops, ‘ pi owsioiis, 
ammunition, and evoiy necessaiy material foi defence, circimistances 
of voiy weighty eousidciation, indeed all that can be wishcJ foi m a 
siege As theiefoie it is not jirobable that an expeiionced and judi- 
cious enemy, aflei a tlioiongb knowledge of the stale of the woikt, 
mil content himself with tlie attack of Dongn alone, his next effort in 
all human piolnbility will be at the light of the paiallcl fiom the sand 
lulls ncai the buiying giound, upon the capitals of some of the woiks 
to the w'csb side of the town In an attempt of this nature it will 
become ab'-olutclj* necessaiy foi an enemy to make himself master of 
the adranced ledoubt Z whudi without this piccaution w’ould alwwys 
bear upon the flank of his appioacli, and as lie advanced to the town, 
view’ it pcifectly in icrase. As tins ledouht b}' coiisliuclion is 
lendcicd above the iiow'ci of an assault, thcie is no method left him of 
obtaining this jiost without caiiying on an appioach against it Iloic 
it may he ohscucd that the letiied position of the icdoubt will 'diaw 
him along the fiont of the most consideiable 2 iaits of the foitifications 
on this side of the town, and conECiincntly will expose the fl.ink of Ms 
appio.icli, not only to the fiia of about eighty pieces of cannon, oxeln- 
si\o of oBiei natuics of aitillciy, but will aKo bazaid the whole of bis 
ticnchcs to be bwcjit by 1 vigoious sally fiom the town, .is often as 
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this manoQuvro may ho pracUseil against liim. Por the oblique position 
of his jiaialluls, and the small extent ofliis places of arms, will absolutc- 
ly put it out of his power to support so long an appioach with any 
■ degree of certainty, and he cannot possibly give them a more diicct 
position or greater extent without exposing them to the enfilade of the 
town. Under these circumstances an enemy mil find the progress of 
his approaches to the westward almost as embarrassing and diilicult 
of success as that of Dongri to the eastward. I am perfcctlj' of 
opinion that unless he can amuse the garrison of Bomlny -with an 
additional attack upon the ccntie of his extensive fiont, all his attempts 
to reduce it will prove exceedingly rain, and abortive, if theie aic only 
1200 iiiCintry 300 artillciy 1000 lascars and 5000 scpoj's in the 
lilace, its necessarj' garrison in time of war. But before an enemy 
can have it in his power to cany on three several atlticks against 
'Bombay, in this very respectable slate of defence, and supjiort his 
communication between each attack in a xnoper and secure manner, he 
must be supplied ivilh at le.ist twelve tlionsand men for tins service, 
the tianspoiting of which aimy to this part of the world, is in all 
human probability' a thing next to impossible. It is thcicfoic evident 
that Uie impiovemcnts alwve specified aie quite suflicient, and yet no 
more than nhat arc absolutely uecc'sary, to place the fortifications of 
Biimbay in such a rcspeelalile slate of defence as will scciiic tins 
valuable Brcsidoncy to the Company, against even the most vigorous 
attempts of au European foice. For those ic<isons alone I declare it 
my fixed and delennincd oiiinion that not only the fortifying of 
Dongi'i is in every respect preferable to its being removed, hut also 
tha{ the work ought to be eairied into immediate execution to prevent 
consequences of loo fatal and too extensive .a nature to be estimated. 
Can itbo' supposed Ibal so vigilant and iiolitiwil a power as France 
is' s’fill ignoiaiit o*' the Company's defenceless stale in this part 
of the world, and have not discernment to place a just valuation upon 
Uie importance of such a conquest to them, or its irreparable loss to 
Biilisli Company ? Or can it bo expected with 2 >ropiiety that 
although we aie now at I’eace \rilh that nation we can nssurc ourselves 
of if'S continuance when we sec them daily increasing and indefatigable 
in discipliuing a numerous aimy and maiinc 7 But I .am transgicssing 
the linuts of my piofcssion. You Sii and the Honourable gentlemen 
of this Boaid, are better judges how far it may be consistent with 
the present stale of iiohtics in Europe, the situation of the Compan 3 ’’s 
affairs m this im-t of the Avoild, and the powei s y’ou enjoy', to delay 
the execution of those ^dans I have the honour ol laying before you. 
It only' becomes my particulai duly to jiouit out the picsent unnunent 
danger, and to suggest cveiy reasonable ciicumstanco in my power 
that may' jiossibly tend to the jiicserMitiou of the Honourable Coin- 
l)any'’s iwopcity', and the sncecss of the British arms. I Ikuc only to 
add with cxtipme P,atisfachon that Lieutenant-Colonel Kc.ating's 
f-cntimenls relative to the improvements .above Bjiccificd nic _pcrfcetly 
coiresiionding.^ 


> L(.-Co1. Ai'cliibaM C.iiniibfll Piiniip.il T]n"iiiccr. fifncal, to the Goveta- 

mciit, IStli Oot 170S, Pub. Ui.iry 5L> ot 17US, 370-387. 
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In the above survey lacutenaiit-Coloncl Campbell Avas joined bj’- 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kcatmg the piincipal engineei. On the 18th 
Octohei 1763 Colonel Keatmg wntes : Agiceable to your oideis of the 
1 st of August I have in coninnction with Licutcnant-Colonel Aic'aibaUl 
Campbell, taken aiiothei simey of Dongii hill, also a gencial one of tlio 
foitilications In icgaid to the foimer I am still of opinion. that 'the 
foitifying it, 1 “! in ovciy lespeet ahsolutelj neeeesary, and on no account 
to be dclaj ed. I do not heSitatc a moment to dcclaie that I £oi 
manv lea'^ons piefer the design now laid bcfoie the Honouiablc Boaid 
to that I had the honour of piesentiiig them in November 1766. One 
gieat jioint I liad then in view was the dislniismg as little as was 
possible, u ell knowing the Ilonomablo Company's jffaiis on tins side 
of India would admit of no other than the stnetest f nigahtj', and tins 
was their constant and waim recommendation. Since this the face' of 
affaiis aio much cliangod and the Honouiablc Company aiipciir 
deteimmcd to put cvcij'tlnng tending to the safety of this tettlement 
on the mo«t seeuie a’ld stable foundation. Foi the above leasons I 
most leadily agiec and apvc it as my fixed opinion that the -above men- 
tioned de'-igii for foi tiCyrag Dongii hill, as alto for sticngthening the 
body of the place and sceuimg the commumcation between it and Doiigii, 
should he eaiiied into execution witliout lo'-s of time The gieat ncces>-ity 
fill addibonal baiiack.s and bomb-pioofs f oi the security of that iiarfc of 
oui garrison off duty in tune of a siege, together ivith the weak state 
of our sca-line as atpiesent, makes the now woiks intended for that side 
tiuly nocessaiy. The doclcs (an affaii of veiy' great consequence)-! 
have often observed though nevei till very lately lint any way. under 
my inspection, aic badl) secured, eithei against an enemy oi the tui- 
hulence of the monsoons. The amendment, piopo'-cd in Licntehant- 
Colonel Camiihell’s design I think mil fully answci both puiposcs^.- - 

I received ordeis some time ago to pull down the upper Flovy-nf- the 
GoveinoiV late house, in the Castle, and thiow bomb-pioof aichasovei' - - 
such paits of it as would answci foi lodging pait of the ganison and 
holding lahoiatoiy and other stores. On lemoiing the uppoi sto^* 

I found the lowei paits so much imncd l>y length of bme^md considei- 
ahlo alterations tliat 1 judged it unlit foi the puiposes above mentioned. 
TJus opinion I lepoited to the Honoui.ablc Goveinoi, but knowing a* 
joint judgment on those mntteis is preferable to a angle one, 1 de-ircd 
the favour of Colonel Campbell to look ovei it, and who, T am pleaswl 
to find, has the same sentiments In short it onlj now lemains 'mth 
mo to assuic tins Honouiablc Board that I am well convinced the plan 
now hefoie them, when executed, will in evciy rcMpeot answei for the 
scciiiity of tins valuable settlement against any attack rwliatever 
proiidcd it has a tolerable gaiiison and is well sloied. - 

Pcimit me heic to make use of tlie eailiest opportunity to return my 
most sinceie and giatcful thanks to the Honouiablc Com b of Buccbois- 
for the great mark of their fovour they liave boon pleased to honoui me 
with, by-appointing me to the command of their battalion of aitillcry 
with the lank of Lieutenant-Colonel, and also coutiumng me at the head 
of then coips of cngmccis I beg leave to assnie them (tluough the 
channel of this Hquonrahlc Boaid) that w'hilc I.Jiavc the honuiii to 
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serve (hem ii shall be ihe greatest j)lcasiirc of mj' life by every act and Chapter IV. 
means to eonvince them that their honour and interest shall always 
rule my actions aecording to the best of my Iniow lodge. I at the 
. same time beg leave to observe my humble apprehension of a mistaltc ^ ^ ' 

in the d.aie of my Lieutenant-Colonel's commission by which 1 am 

- junior on the establishment, notwithstanding I have had the honour ‘ 1708 .^’ 
of serving the Honourable Company upwaids of four j’oars in India, 

and none of the other Lieutenant-Colonels ever served them before 
'theii pre.cent appointments. The affair appeals to bo a mistake in 
some of the oil ices at home, as no copy of m3' commis'.ion is come out;, 

01 anv' notice taken in the gcneml lettei how or to whom I rank next 
which is different in lespect to the other Lieutenant- Colonels. These 
matteib added to tlie assurances of m3' f liends in England that things ■ 
were othciwise, induce me luimbl3' to represent the affair to the 
Honourable Court of Directors' considciation, assuring them I shall in 
the most chceiful manner submit to whatever the3' qre pleased to 
determine on the matter 

On receipt of these letters from those two engineers the Board observe 
on the ISth of ‘October 1768 ; Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell having, in 
conscfiuoncc of oui Honouiable Masteis’ comm.i.nds signified to him by 
n«, taken a SUIVC3' of the fortifications of Bomba3' in conjunction with 
Lioiitcnanl -Colonel Kc.ating, now delivers in a letter containing bis senti- 
\.menlb theioon in a voiy clear full and ample manner accompanied 1)3' 
plant, to illustiatc the same. Tins letter being now lead is oidcrcu to 
folfow-tliTS C'onsult.aiion in prefereiico to being entered upon the public 
■ diaiy, a?, the mo>^t fatal consciiucnccs to the settlement might be appic- 
hendbil fioin .its falling'iuto impiopcr hands. Head also a letter from 
Lioutouant-Coloncl Kc.ating siguitying that he has been made full3' 

' ae(jjiai?T*cfL-wilh Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell's sentiments upon and 
dcalgnb for.iiiijjiovmg the foihfications of this settlement, and cntiiel3' 

- coiicunihgtheiein. As both those gentlemen aie fiimh' of opinion that 
the erecting a fort upon Dongri lull is in cveiy lespect prcfeiablc to its 
dcigplitionj And as, in the iy 2 nd jiaragiaph of their commands of the 
IStli March last 1 - 708 , our Honourable M.astoi& have been pleaded 
expressl3' to older us to .abide 1)3'' the determiuation of those gentlemen 
in this respect, and to can 3' the same into immediate execution ; Wc 
direct til, at the work projected by Colonel Campbell foi foitifv’ing the 
lull (which Colonel Keating cxjircsslv' sa3's he piofcrs to that formorl3' 
given in by himself) and strong tliemng the north front of the foitifica- 
tions, also the sevcial other works iionited out m his letter as abfcoliitel3' 
and indispcnsablv' ilccessary for the sceurit5' of the settlement, be 
accoHlnigl3'. set about without loss of time. Wo obseive also that 
fortif3'iiig the lull -in the uiannci those gentlemen recommend, n'iH not 
only m their c)])iinon bettor .answer cveiy piiipo'^c, but will also cost 
£1 y 0 , 0001 c =3 than its dcmoli lion, though this must be understood cxclu‘'ivc 
of the value of such on additional number' of trees and houses as 1)3' a 
demolit ion must uuavoidabl3' be pulled domi. At the same, time as they 


I f 

’ Lt-Col. Kcciting J’rincip.il Ungiiicui, Bomb.aj', lo tlic Bombiiy Govcinmciit, IStli 
Oct -1708, Pub. Biaiy 5a ol 1708, 387-33!). 
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have omitted to deliver in an Chlimalc of the expenee M Iiich will Ijcincnu cd 
by the otlici new n oilrs Colonel Campbell reconmiends, be and Colonel 
Ivealmg must be ealled npon foi bueb eblimalc At the same time ihey 
must be de'-iicd to give us tlieu opnnon as to the gamson uliicb should 
be kept up in time of peace They must bkcwise lie icquiicd to suivcy 
the pic«ent hospital, and lepoit to us uhetlici in their opinion, it is a 
pi oper one in point of situation, size, and accummodations foi the sick. 
If not how its defects can best bo icmedicd ^ 

As called foi in this Consultation Colonels Campbell and Tveating, in 
their Icttci of 31ht Octolxjv following, lepoit the cxpenditme that 
will be icijuiied" They wiitc. Agicoablc to joui oidci of the 15>th 
instant wc beg leave to lay befoic you the following estimate of the 
expense which will lie incuiicd b)' the additional woiks recommended 
for placing the fortilications of Bombay on a respectable state of 
defence : 

Hbtimale for fotbfijbig Dongii Hill and ihenglliening the noitli fiont of iho 
foitideiUiont of Bombay £ 

To conpUtG Dongri fort caseinntiB ... ... 7.'>,500 

To two nibnncpil ic<iou1>tB with thur comimiuications ... 12,400 
To the cmelopu and iinpro\cinGnts in the body of tliu 

idaco , . . . ... ., ... 30, GOO 

, Total ... , ns, 1(10 

JSiltmatc foi fmtifywg the tael front, itimiiing the Ca^llr, and »fc«/ ing the 
Voikyind and Bann, 

To a Innstto to scour the cast face of the aoitli cast £ 
bastion . . , ... J.iOO 

To a crcinaillcrc woik with caBuin.atc« and b,irrachs foi .SOO 

men . . ... . . » , . 20,320. 

To repairs of tlio Castle ... GlOO 

To cniTjiiig on the dock and bandar piers and fi>rtif}iup ' " - 

tlio same ... ... ... 10,200. . ' 

Total . , ■ 51520 

Gmid Total . ... 171,720 

On the 8tb Maicli 1769 the Pimcipal Engmcci lopovts that Bic 
Dongii foil Mill bo ready to lie bloivn np and icquosts oidcis The 
Bombay Biaiy of Uie same date has the following entiy . The Presi- 
dent acqu.unts the Boaid that tlio piincipal enginoei lias infyimed 
him that in a veiy few days Dongii foit will be leady to be blown np. 
The Boaid oidercd that the inliabitants whose Lonsc« lay contiguous 
tbcicto have ten days notice of the same to give them time to lemote 
then effects. As sevoial lionses will lie damaged by the explosion and 
as in ordei to c.'uiy into execution Colonel C.unphcil's jilan, man}' oilier 
bouses must be pulled down and Ecvei.-il oaits neai the Ilill elcaicd, !Mi. 
Jcivis as new' fortification paj-maslci, jlTr Plctbhcr as' Collectoi with 
the Piincipal Engiueei aic aiipointcd a committee to value tlie houses 
and faces They will take to then assir,tance the cleik of the w'orks 
with such othei piopei peisons as tlicy may deem necessary, and leport 
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Ibe valuation of the whole to tho Board.^ Six months later (28th 
Oetohci 1769) this comnnttee leportecl their valuation on which Govern- 
ment passed the following oiders : Bead a report from tho committee 
appointed to yaliie the houses necessary to be j)ulled down on account of 
the new woiks enclosing a valuation of one hundred and fifty (houses) 
immediately wanted to be reraoved, amounting to Bs 9556-0-23. 
Oidercd that the same be made good to the proprietors and other ground 
allotted to them for rebuilding their houses ^ 

During tho same year (8lh April 1769) the committee of accounts 
made the folloiriug recommendation to Government regai ding the rocks 
at Dongri to bo blown up : As tho charge attending tho blowing up 
of the rocks is considerable and as Dongri lull is most contiguous to 
the woiks now carrjdng on, we would recommend that no more be for 
the picsent blown up but at that place. On tins the Board observe-; 
The comrmtteo^s recommendation for liaiung rocks blowu up only at 
Dongri seems very piopcr and must be complied with accordingly ® 

On the 19tli April 1769 Colonel Keating the principal engineer 
submits the following progicss report of the foilifications ; I now' lay 
before the Honourable Board the progress made iii the Honourable 
Company's new fortifications since the 18lh December '■767. The 
icasoii of my not giving an account thereof about this tame last year 
was my having been employed on seivico aw'ay from tho Piesidency 
(for most part of tho time from November 1767 to May 1768). Duiing 
the time up to the end of May tlie sand hill was being removed, ucaily 
800, QUO solid feet woio filled into the adjacent batty grounds. Tho 
glads lias been filled from tho Church gate to tho southward about 750 
feet in length lepresenting about 270,500 solid feet of eartli. Tho 
-.«’outh-west ravelin has the terrace platfonus, the banquettes, the floorings 
'df iho' magnrine and stove room and the passage of communication all 
finished.'” The west lavclin has its teriace platfoims advanced, and the 
;'fioorings of the magazine and sloie room and the passage of communi- 
cation finished. Hodges' ravchn is finished except maldng terrace 
platforms, lajung tlie woodwork of the bridge of communication and 
building the passage ; the .additions thereto, since my last, represent 
138,776 feet of solid masomy. Opposite Hodges’ last ravelin, the 
retaining w'all of the glacis containing 10,500 solid feet of masonry 
has been completed and most of the glacis in front thereof filled in. 
The Duke of Cumberland's lavelin to the" north of Hodges' mvclin was 
begun on the Sid July 1768. It is now inised as high as the coidon 
stone containing 203,808 feet of solid masonry, the paiapct -will be 
finished by the lOUi of June next The removal of Dongri lull was 
begun on the 23rd Octobei 1768 The rock and hill removed equals 
about 205,000 solid feet including the foitificiitions of Dongri wliicli 
were destroyed by mines on tho IStli Maich 1769. The object of these 
changes is to clear the ground plot for the new works. I beg leave to 
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observe to the Honourable Board it is a very heavy ivoikj and tlcit for 
the proper and moie speed}'- removal of the same, it ivill be ray necei- 
eaiy to fall upon some cfEectunl means of eollectmg a mucli gi eater 
number of labouicrs. 1 have tiicd eveiy method but uilh lets succe'-s 
than I could wish In Much 1768 a grand magazine nas begun at 
Metzgaon to contain the 4300 buicls of ponder belonging to this island. 
TIio niasoniy of this work will be finished about tlie 20tli of next Juno. 
This IS the principal put of the woiks finished and in hand since the 
date of my lettoi in December 1767 As I have taken everj’ method 
to.foiivaid the leal inteicst of my Honourable Emplo3'ei5, I flatlei 
myself the icsult ivill meet with tlicii approbation, and likewise that'. of 
the Ilonouiablc Board to ivhom I beg leave to refer on this occasion ^ 
The folloiving Icttci fiom the Piincipal Engincei to Goicrnment 
shows the difficulties in the waj’ of pioeuiing labourers On the Jid 
•JjinellOO Colonel Keating writes On the 1st instant T leceivcd sixty 
labomti-^at Rs 7^ each and one viuhulam at Rs IQ- a month Thc'-e 
men it dpjicars have been entcicd at Surat foi the scince of the 
Honouiable Company's new foitifications. I am to obseive to j our 
Honour, that the abn\e is much gi eater -wogesthan have ever been given 
to labouicis since mj' aiinal in India, moie in fact than they cui b"mg 
nothing moie than common biginis- possibly earn. These late's will 
add greatly to the e.stimated expense of the woiks. They mil aho 
occa'^ion a general uneasiness to the labourers aheady employed, and 
2 )icveut us in fntuio fiom getting others except by eompljung with the 
same extravagant demands. The above leasons induce me to apply 
foi your 01 dors to dischugc those men alieidy arrived, and give .jour 
oiders for pievcnting any moie being entered on the .above tci ms I 
am very well assued on my leprescnting to the Honourable Bpawl the 
difficulty of getfang men, liad you given me oideis lograiit’an idiauoc 
of nine res (41 pies) a day, that is an addition of tw'o iiuai.teis .and 
twenty res in the month of 30 days, and tLat only to good and strong 
men, I believe on those teims I should be able in a shoit time to get 
as many as I should choose to emploj' '' This would be a saving of 
Re 1-1-70 a man, a very considerable item in oui monthly expense It 
would also bo a fully sufficient not to ‘say a large ptij-menc for then 
labour. I would suggest the entertainment of laboureis on the 
following terras^ : 

1 That any man -who -will on or hefo^u-^bi}. 1st of October 1709 rni'-c 
and bring to Bombay for the vices of the fortlSB.itinns lYfenty-hvc .ible- 
bodicd and stiong -workuig hiifat is, shall be api)oiu*cd olEcoi of the “'imo 
■with tbe pay of "ninety ics '(= 3 as 7 pies) a d.iy or'.'iiwaids should his 
diligence ment it. 

2 That every tigCax so entored sh.ill be paid fiom the day of Ins arnv>il 
at the late of eighty tes a day, or ten ns an horn This pay he shall lio 
entitled to receive dming his’ being ill of niiy hurt he may ictcive in the 
actual execution of his duty. 


'Principil Engineer Colonel Ecating to Goicrnmcnt lOth Apnl 17C9, Pob. Diary 
CS of 17(10, 470-471 

* Bir in, btnctly unpaid nr forced, has tho sense of unskilled l.abourcr. 

'Pub. Diarj 31 of 1709, 511-516. 
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3 Tlmt cveiy higth i so cntcicd shall be entitled to two days’ full pay to 
moot Ills expense of tiavclliiig lo Bombay. In lieu of this and all other 
benefits he receives he is to onpago to seivctlic Honourable Company in the 
above st-iliou foi the space of tin oe j'cais, during which time he is ou no 
account to attempt leaving the island without a passpoit from the 
engineer, and fill thermoie is to subiect himself to all manner of customs 
and foims of checks made use of for the bcttci icgulation of the Iloiiourablc 
Company’s now foitific.itioiis. 

On these proposals fiom the Principal Engineer the Pomhay Diary 
of the 13th June 1769 has the following enliy: The President laj-s 
hefoie the Boai-d a letter he has received fiom the principal engineer 
icpresenting that the terras on which the Snrat lahouicis aie engaged 
aic much too high, and enclosing proposals for engaging here as many 
as may he necessaiy. Wo could have wished the engineer, when he 
set forth the want of lahouiers, had made Uiesc pi oposals which would 
have pievented oiu- applying to Surat, and conseiiuently saved the 
expense of hiinging domi those which liave been engaged theie. 
Howevey^as a veiy mateiial sanng will arise by engaging men on the 
terms proposed by the engineer in preference to bunging them from 
Sui-at, he must be empoweied to engage as inanj'- as may be necessary 
and to discliarge those ai lived from Surat unless they will soivc upon 
the same terms The travelling charges of such as may choose to 
return in consequence must be dofiayed.^ 

On tlie 15th November 1769 the principal engineer submits the 
following progress icport; Agiccable to your orders of the 7th instant 
I now lay before you the present state of the woilcs, also what has been 
done since my address of the 20tli April 1769. The west mveliu has 
had additional tcriace platfoiras and banquettes containing 7956 solid 
feet ' of, masonry, the lampart is filled in where wanting in all about 
2500 «?olid fq&t,of earth This and the soutli-xvcst lavclin are ready to 
leceive their guns as soon as necessary'. Hodges' lavclm lias additional 
tcira""* platforms and banquettes containing 17,212 solid feet of 
masomy'j the mago zincs floored ivilh plank, and the stoic room with 
toiiace. This ivork is ready to receive its gnus as soon as it may he 
thought necessaiy. Duke of Cumheiland's r.avelin has had a ixiiapct 
added conlaihiiig 3-1,518 solid feet of masonry ; one hundred and ten 
feet of the retaining wall containing 5280 solid feet of masonry has been 
built; the magazines stoic rooms and guard loom contaniiiig 20,756 
solid feet of masonry, have been aiclied and terraced except the last coat. 
Of the rampart 120 feet containing 51,8-10 solid feet of earth have also 
been filled Except platforms, hanqncttcs, and flooring the magazines 
and store rooms tliis work is finished The removal of Dongri lias been 
continued with as much spirit as onr numbers admit. Nearly 4-00,000 
solid feet of the hill liave been taken away for forming ditches For 
some months' past the whole aica under removal has been little other 
than one entire table of rock. I may safely venture to affirm it is one 
of the most obstinate works ever undertaken. However I hope to bo 
able to begin the masonry of the envelope of Dongri next new year's 
day and have not the least doubt of rendering it a very strong post 
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liofoio ilio elo^c of the on'.iiing year. I began the foumlalion oE tlic 
line oC coniminiicatiou fiom the In/iii ravelin to Rongu on the I'll 
in':!.!!!!, nhicli I hope to complete in the gioc's Mith° ih detachwl 
redoubt in the time sibo\e specified Tlic noilr in the c.ist]e, nhich, 
on .aecminfc oE the seaicilyoE noikincnhad been Lud aM'de for pome 
inonUi'5. M.as cot about the Isl in-.lant Gins 1 hope to bo able to 
conlimic until Iwmb-pioofs foi lodging laboratoiy and other htorcs aic 
completed 

As pome months ago it appeared to me that I should be muLh 
(list re‘'-cd for c.iiU to cany fiom Dongii to Mody bay the sbmes and 
c:ulh Manted fni the crcmAiUeie work uitli the IlonOuiable Guiernor'e 
peniii-'-ion, instead of calls 3 set alxnit making gondallo (gondola) 
lH)ats. G'uo oE tliesc boats arc finished and one has licon at uork about 
poveii necks. They aii'ner fully e\ on to my niches G'hci mil cost 
iiixm n medium 31s, 1200 each G'licii dcjienscs, one tiiulal at Its 7, 
fmnleeu J.isairs at Its 6-0-30 each, and contingent espcii'es 
31s IS-.G-SO a month Glib, jiiloicst included, bungs tbc niontlily 
osponbC oC Oiich boat lolls 120 Jilach lioat make- tn o tnps in the 
tuonti'-Iuur hours and nl each tup ci rues one hiindicil caitload<nr 
upnaids. The common ime paid foi eich caitload nas eight nnglc 
pice, and with this the cai Imun n ere dNconlenicd. By this it plainly 
appens each Ixiat cams lls. GOO a month j fo that she cleaiF heisclE lu 
Fci entj’-fivo dai s, and then iiwkes a monthly sanng to the Ilonomublo 
Comp.’.ny of IIf. iSO As four Imts will be nanled, and ate in haiiil, 
the annual F.'iving mil Ijo £2SS0 slciling. 

In compliance with yoni oideis of the lltli June 1769 (and jgiceablc^, 
to iny pioposals undo to the llonoui.iblc Govcnioi) f sent ofliVi;{(|^‘" 
difCeient p-irt® of the continent on rcciuilmg sciMC" •■^^’H^^allce 
luthoito succeeded iciy -well as 992 laboiiicis Imc hem 'Jivcrb and 
tluit time I have engaged a guut many o£ these men svt 
tluan the pioposcd tcims and m llic course of the season hope to 
as many as is iiceeFs.aiy, On 2000 men the ycaily dilterence betwi-cn 
the Siii.it plan and raino mil bo upwards oE lls. OlsOUO, A^ it has 
c\cr been iiiv ondcavoui to c.iuy on the Ilonnnmble Compmj’’s 
works with the giisilcst despatch and on the most fingal jilan, I hope 
tins ainingomciit has and will mcetuilh join Ilonoui 's ai<prohafaou 
If so, I humblj’ request j ou mil srgnrfj' the same to mj" llonnutahlo 
Masters.' 

On the 1 ith November 1709 Government order copj' o£ llii-. letter 
to be Ir.riiimiltcd to the Court of Riiectois. 

On tliC forenoon of the Ist ,Tami.aiy 1770 Colonel Keating the 
puncipal cnninoci l.iidthc foiind.ition stone of the now foil at Dongn, 
and bj' older of the Govcrnoi named it Foil Gcoigc in honour of IBs 
llajestj' George IIl." 

On the ruucipal Engineer lopiC'entmg tlio great uanl of .assist- 
ant crigincpib tor the new works in luogiess the Board pass the 


' PriDLipal KiiginccrtoGovirnmcnt l.7tliXov irS9,Put) Diarj Jt o£ 1709, 7S7 789. 
•Bom Oov Diai-j UtJnn 1770, Pul) Diari Cj 011770, 2. 
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following' oidci's ou the 2ncl January 1770: Bead a letter ffom 
the inincipal engineer rciiresenting the gieat want of assistant 
engiuecis foi cairpng ou the pi esent new works and recommending 
SIS gentlemen to he employed m that capacity. The same is agreed to 
dunug the cairying on of the present works. ISut as five of those 
recommended by the engineer to the Piesident belong to the artillery 
corp.s which alieady fiunishes six oQiccis to this diitj'-, it is icsolved 
that only two artillery oITiccrs be cmplo3'’ed on this occasion and that 
Ensign llobert Lambert with any other three gentlemen pioiierly 
quabtied make up tlic number. Captain Loekart Uiisscl must also be 
oideied up from Tcllichcri}'' bj' the tirst oppoitunitj'.^ 

It has been noted above that the Court wore in doubt whether 
to demolish or fortify Dongii lull and they put olf a final tlccisioii 
until the hill was survej'cd by Colonel Campbell. On receipt of his 
leport, on the Gtli April 1770, tlie Court approve of the action taken by 
tli/^ Bombay Government The Court uTite : AVc have verj- attentively 
cousidcied 3'our adneos icspccting Dongii hill, also the plan pioposcd 
by Colonel Campbell foi forti£3'ing it. If that gentleman's estimate is 
collect tliat the demolition of the lull would cost .0130,000 moie than 
its foitificaliou, we cannot hesitate a moment to approve the 01 dors 3’-ou 
li.ave given for the execution of tliat woik in the manner iccominendod 
by Colonel Campbell Wc therefore direct that you cause Dongii fort 
to bo completed witli all possible c-xpedition.® 

On the 23i'd April 1770 Colonel Keating submits his progicss 
u.repoi t of the fortification woiks. He writes : Agreeable to 3'our oidei-s 
Ou® 3'c&teiday I now la3''befoie 3’'ou the pi ogress made in the Honourable 
On Tipau3''s fortifications since m3' last under 15th November 1709, 
ljcgiiii]^'^ukc of Cumberland ravelin lias had the last coat of ten ace given, 
tim-^ '’ jhitfoim over the magazines and proof stoic and guaid rooms. 

hill, to clear a site for the fort about 570,000 solid feet 
^^^^[*■.13' lock have been removed On the 1st Januaiy (1770) I laid the 
foundation stone of the new fort and by oidci of the Jlonouiable 
Govenior ili. T. Hodges, named it Foit Geoigc. Since then the 
envelope has been carried on as fast as possible. It 'is at picsent 
neail3'’ 10 feet high and contains about 72,000 solid feet of the veiy 
best raasoniy ; the lainpart being filled with tlie most solid materials 
containing about ] 28,000 solid feet. The retaining wall of the counter- 
scarp IB carried on from south to iiortli about 300 feet in length and 
10 high containing about 17,000 solid feet of masoni^' and stones and 
caith filled therein in quantit3'- about 300,000 solid feet. The gallery 
for counterniiniiig tlie counteiscarp is earned on in length 2iG feet 
containing 4700 solid feet of masonry. The line of communication 
and its redoubt were begun the Ist of November 1769. The whole 
of the masonry is carried nearly the level of tlie coidon. The parapet 
of the first branch coiitaimng about 100,720 solid feet of masomy is 
begun and about 7 5,000 solid feet filled m to the rampart. Tlie woik in 


> Bom. Gov. Coii'-nltatlon 2nd .Tiin 1770, PuIj. Dinry 55 of 1770, 2. 

® Court to Bombiiy Gtli April. 1770 para ‘13. I’ab, Dcp. Court's. Lettura Vol. 8 oE 
17G9-1771, loO. ■ * 
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the castle has been continued. Every objectionable pait oC the old house 
has been removed and most pait o£ the foundation fiom the bomb- 
proof lodgments aie laid contaimng about 21-,500 solid feet of 
masonry. 

I have the satisfaction to bo able to aesuic the nonoui<ablc Boaid 
that by the close of this yeai, Dongii will be above the power of .an 
assault fiom the most vigoious enemy 

Seven months later, the 27th Novcmhoi 1770, Colonel Kotiting 
submits a further progress leport Accoiding to your older of the 
13th instant I now by* hefoie you an account of tlie piogiess of the 
woiks made in the Honouiable Oompan 3 '^'s fortific.ations since the 
23id of last April. The Duke of Cumbciland's ravelin has had the 
stole looms andhomb-pioof tcnaced and theplatforms andbanqncttcs 
ncarlj’ finished The removal of Dongii bill to inalce loom tor tho 
casemates and ditches has been continued. About 450,000 solid 
feet most pai t of it solid rock have been icmovcd and filled into tho 
glacis. The envelope of Port Geoige has its masoniy finished 
except terrace platforms banquettes and aieh over the ciano The 
masoniy added to this work since mj- last is about 128,010 solid 
feet. As tho situation of this work makes it of the greatest con- 
sequence, I have been in tverj* lespect as attentive as possible to 
its strength and may venture to saj* it will be ns secure and 
serviceable a woik as any whatever. Tho counterscarp of Fort 
Geoigc from the line of communication to the n est-noi tli-n ost 
salient angle of the envelope is finished in length 435 feet Fiom - 
thence it is carrying on (and is at difibicnt levels) to tho tcmiius’ 
tion at the watei side. The masonij' added to this pait since 
last IS about o2,010 solid feet. The idling behind the 
the counterscarp for forming the glacis is ivell adv-Ti^'d.r‘''"ce 
milling the countei’scaip has al^o been continued. '139 
galleij' and the chamliers are completed, and the leiiminder lai?® 
as high as the spimg of the aiches Platforms and biinquettes" • 
.excepted, the whole masonry of the line of communication and its 
redoubt is finished. The masonry added since my lust is about 
72,400 solid feet , and the earth filled into the rampart 170,000 
solid feet The bomb-pioof laboratory and lodgments in the castle 
aie nine feet above the level of the flooring, lepiescnting since last 
Apiil an addition of nearlj* 44,500 solid feet On tho 21st Jul^* 
last I began the envelope of the noith fiont of Bombay Since then 
tho counter-scarp of the body has been raised 44 feet loi 945 feet in 
length that IS about 11,340 solid feet of masonij*, and the caitli flllud 
in Older to form the lanipart of the envelope. On tlie ditch and 
tho scai-p and counterscarp of the envelope about 20,000 solid feet 
of masonry' have been expended.® 

The Collectoi and Chief of Miihim delivering in a report valua- 
tion of tho Honouiable Company’s and piivatc oaits cut dorm. 


* Principal Engineer to Goicminent, SSrd April 1770, Puli, Diar\ o5 of 1770, S90 
, 291. 

• Principal Enginca’ to Govt. 27lb Nov 1770, Pnli Diarj 6G of 1770, 719 - 721. 
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on account of the now works, the Board, on the 13th February 
1771, ordered that, as before diiected,tho Company’s oarts must be 
immediately sold and after satisfying the owners of tlie private 
oarts cut down, the balance must be paid into the Honourable 
Company’s treasury. Further as allowing credit will much benelit 
the sale, it is ordered that on furnishing ample security purchasers 
be alloAved two months to pay.^ 

The Collector and Chief of JMahrm laj’’ before the Board valuation 
of the Honourable Company’s oarts at Mdhim and of the private 
oarts cut down on account of the new works. As the proprietors 
of the private oarts have agreed to take the Company’s Mahiin 
oarts in exchange at prices stipulated and the prices named being 
reasonable and the arrangement more satisfactory than selling the 
Honourable Company’s oarts, the ^rroposal is drrected (26th March 
1771) to be carried rnto execution.' 

On the 20th April 1771 the Clerk of the Peace writes to the 
President : At the last Scssion.s in their representation to His 
Majesty’s Justices the Grand Jury urged the great necessity for 
cleaning the town ditch. If not removed, the lilth therein might 
prove very prejudicial to the health of the inhabitants and 
requested an order might bo issued for that purpose.® On the above 
representation the Board, on the 2:3rd April 1771, direct that the 
town ditch be cleaned so soon as the proper season arrives.* 

Abuses in the contracts for Dongri hill and other mines having 
come to their notice Government appointed a committee of imjuiry. 
On the ■25th Jlay 1 77lthe committee submitted the following report : 
On reference to the fortification paymaster’s books since the 
beginning of the works in 1753 we find that in Mr. DeFuuck’s 
time the mining work was done by European soldiers who had a 
daily pay ror this service exclusive of their garrison pay. From 
the time Mr. Mace had charge of the works until January 1759 the 
mining work was performed by gaiTison sepoys who exclusive of 
their paj'- as sepoys received one-quarter of a rupee per foot mined. 
From January i709 to March 1763 mining was performed by 
different persons at Re. 0-1-50 {as. C) the foot From 17G.3 to the 
present it has been at one quarter of a mpee and forty res 
(Re. 0-1-40 that is as. SyV) as now paid to Vishvanilth Ndrdyanji. 
We called on Yishvandth Ndidyauji the contractor and asked him" 
what and how he paid the miners. He told us from 16 to 22 pice 
the foot according to the nature of the stone, the lowest being for 
soft stones and the highest for hard. We also examined on oath 
several of the miners who confirmed the same, particularly acquaint- 
ing us that at.the north front of the town they receive 22 pice the 
foot and at the south side of Dongri lull 20 pice, on the east by the 
sea side 18 pice, and to the north in the ditch which was the softest 
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16. We then asked YislivanAfcli Narayanji hotv the proGt arisino' 
between the contiact price and the prices paiil to the niineis 
was disposed of. JIo replied he had one pice the foot lor lookiii" 
after this work and paying the people, and that he paid the 
difference to his master the piincipal engineer. Wo then called 
upon him foi his monthly pnj ment lolls But he on oath acqu, tinted 
us that they weie not in his possession but in Colonel Keating’s. 
By the muasuiemcnt account foi Apiil which he produced, it 
plainlj’ appears to us that it is impossible to distinguish theieby 
s\ hat mines were blown up at Dongn hill and what at the haz.ir 
gatej and he picvaiicated so much that we could get fiom him no 
satisfactory accounts whatever The mincis who woik at Mazg.non 
dock undei Mr AVatson weie then interrogated on oath. They 
declared that they icceive no more than IG pice the foot, whether 
the stone be haid oi soft, that they have stone at Mdzgaon equally 
haidasntthe baz<tr gate, that they had before woi bed both on 
Dongn hill and at tlie Apollo and bazar gates, for which they received 
16 pice , tliat thc 3 '’ nevei received any nioie, nor ever lieaid that 
nioie was given. Noi, as Mr AYatson acquaints the committee, 
have they ever asked for any inci case in their paj', or ever expressed 
the least dissatisfaction at what is now allowed them ^ 

After debate on the above repoit at their Consultation, the 28th 
Maj- 1771, the Board icsolvcd that as a punishment for his contempt 
of their oidcis to pioduco liis accounts, Yishvanitli be iminedmfcel}' 
committed into close confinement in the castle witliout pciiiussion 
to speak to anj’ person whatever until he is ready to pioduco the 
-accounts demanded of bun which the Board arc cons'inucd he must 
•have in his possession.® 

About the midille of 1771 tJunc 2Gth) Government ordered that 
in futme the new foitification paj’^master must suffer no cocoauut 
tices to he cut down without giving the Collector previous and 
sufficient notice.® 

The same jmai (August 13th 1771) Colonel Keating pioposed 
-the following change in a poition of Colonel Campbell’s plan: 
Upon my having minutely examined into the nntuic of the gioiind 
within the limits of the esplanade I find that the icdouht and lino 
of communication intended to be elected on the capital of the small 
west lavehn will he of very little (or indeed no) service towards 
retarding an enemy in their nppioach fiom the north of the tonn, 
as it IS 1491 j-ards from the nearest part oi the lino of etplaimdc and 
is consequent!}’ much too fai off for its fire to ho of matciial service. 
For the above reason I beg leave to iccommcnd to this Honourable 
Boaid in hen of the above mentioned woiks a redoubt and line off 
the Duke of Oumbeiland’s ravelin as laid don n in the outlines of 
the foitific.rtions now in the possession of the Honourable Goveinoi. 
A icdoubt in front of the Duke of Cumberland’s lavelin will 
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severely clicck an enemy innch earlier in iheii appmaeli tliai a 
redoubt off the small west in velin. It will also be full as easily 
supported, being well secured bj' a hcavj- fii c on every pai t. l^csides 
the above a gieat advantage arising therefrom is that it will take 
in a gloat deal of high ground, winch othciwiso must be removed. 
The Honouiablc Governor and General 'Weddorburn walked over 
the giound and from what they declared it appealed to me they 
coincided with what 1 have heie obseried. As I do esteem the 
above work of much utility and veiy necessaiy to be .set about 
without the least loss of time, I beg to have the Uonourablc Board’s 
orders relating thereto as soon as nia}* lie pleasing * 

On perusal of the above letter rcpiescnting -that the redoubt 
and line of communication intended by Colonel Campbell’s plan to 
bo erected on the capital of the small west ravelin will be of \ory 
little u'se, and proposing that one be erected a little to the noith- 
waid of the Duke of Cumbeiland’s lavelin, the Board at a Consul- 
tation on the 13th August 1771 ordered that the engineer lay 
before them at their next meeting Colonel Campbell’s plan of the 
works and a plan of that which he proposes should be ci'ccted. 
The Board will then take the same into consideration.® 

A week later the piincipal engineer submits the plans as diicclcd. 
lie writes, 20lh August 1771 ; j\gicoable to your oidcis I now lay 
before you the plan of tlic fortilicalions of Bombay, showing llic 
situation of the redoubt intended to bo erected in lieu of that laid dow ii 
on tlio capit.ll of the small west ravelin, .also the olowitions and sections 
of the Aiiollo laveliii, the soutli-ivest ra\elin,tlic west ravelin, Hodges’ 
lavelin, the haiidiir pier, and tlic new' building and ten-gun cm lain in 
the castle,, I'liose of the remaining woiks earned on in iii}'- time am 
ill hand and sh.ill be laid before your IJonouv as soon as finished. T 
likoivifco !.iy before this Honourable Boaid lists showing the sums paid 
for workiug the mines fiom November 1766 lo .Tuly 1769 Tlie rest 
of those lists slmll he laid before you as soon as I have got coiiuct 
cojiics made of them.'’ 

On perusal of the above letter flora the piincipal engineer enclosing 
a plan of the fortifications, showing the silualioii of the woik he pioposes 
should he eiccted in lieu of that intended by Colonel Campbell, 
and at the same time giving cover to the elevations and sections of 
Bimdrypaits of tlic avoiIcs and Ins accounts of the sums p.iid for woiking 
the minC'. to .Tuly 1769, Govornmeiit direct that the consideration of 
the engineer’s !» oposal ho rcfericd to the coinmittco of surveys wdio 
must examine the same and ropoit their opinion thcicon * 

Probably in conseiiuonce of the abuses discoveicd in the mines’ 
contracts Goiernmcut aiipointcd a committee to frame rules m iCMpcct 
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* Principal EiigiiW'cr to Go\l. I3tli Aui; 1771, Pnb. Dmiy 5S of 1771, 783-781. 

= Uiim Gov. CoiisuUalion lUth AIl^^ 1771 , Tub. Diniy SS of J77I, 707. 

“ Piincipal Unginocr 20tU Aug. 1771, Pub. Dwiy 58 of 1771, 817. None of 
tlic'.o pKinb niicl libts li.iNO been li.acurl 

* IJoiii. Uo\. Coii'iulUtion 20lli Aug 1771, Puli. Diaiy .">3 of 1771, 807. 
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to llic now n oilfs. On tlie 20th Angnst 1 771 Govcnimcnt leceived the 
follo'ning icpoit fiom Ihis cointnitlcc : We now enclose j'oiir Honour 
such iuIl’p and (Incctions as ajipcnr to up nece's.'iij- for the guidance of 
the comnnltcc of survcjp respecting the foriilications Also some 
further icgulatious for the new £ortitic.iiiou paymaster and ]iiincipa] 
engineer’s ofliccs. The following legulntions aio neocssaiy for the 
committee of Bui\cys respecting the fortifications ; 

1. That no nicmbci of tins committee shall he dliccily nr indirectly 
concerned in any contract^ pnrcha'-C'; or providing materials, oi in jiaying 
any of the peojilc. 

S. That the committee rcpoit to the Hoard what contracts may appear 
to them iicte>-snrj to be made in onlcr that the Boai d may gii c tbe nccessaiy 
diicctious icgnnlingit 

3. That a Board slinll he held once n wcel: or oftener if necessary. 

d. Tliat a Btorc-tccpci bo appointed who shall have the charge and be 
>*iccniiii(al>lc for all stores, to Ih: independent of the |>n\ master or engineer 
further Ilian ns hcrciiiaflci mentioned Tho principal eogincei In indent 
ns occnsKiii mny rcqnire for all stores to the paymnstei. Such indents if 
niipiovcd to be couiiteisigncd by the comniiitcc, tlicii hr tlic paymaster, 
mid then dehvcicd totlicetoie-kecpcr of llic woiks wiioN to i^suc no 
■•Icircs whalcrcr hut hy indents fium the ]>iiiicipal cngiucci’s n'-sistants 
coiinU'i signed by the principal engineer This store keeper to dtlncrhiH 
inoiithlv receipts and issues to the paymaster who is to check the same 
With the principal ciigiuccr. 

U. That two gentlemen of reputation and capacity he appointed as 
sun 0) Cl'S under the committee, who arc to visit nil the works jnrds and 
stoics as often a-s tliej mnj think piopcr or arc directed That the store* 
I copoi ‘s assistants, cngincci 's assistants, practitioiici cngincei s, ir.spcrtoi », 
muster masters, Puriocs and nrtiliccrs any waj employed on iho works in 
tho 3 aids or iitorcs, aliall be directed to give the sun 1*3 ors the most satis- 
factory iiifoimntioii m their power 111 all their inquiries icgaidmg tho 
materials, for what uses tlic3 arc intended and cier3’ otliei information iicccs- 
fsSiy foi c^cclltlI1g this oiScc. 

0 That all matci lols shall be o’camiiiod by the committee or tbeii siir- 
vo30i's 'When the 8urvc3''ors cnnduct tho c^amillntIOn thc3' shall iimle 
imiiicdiate]3 a report of their qualil3 to the comiiiittcc bofoic the same are 
■purchased. As soon as tdie coiitinctors for furnishing timber report to the 
committee that they have imported a paicol of timber, tlio piincqxd 
ciigmcci IS to inspect tho same and whatcvei of it will answei foi tho 
Konoiirnblc Coinp.iiiy’s works and is ateolntcly wanted, must he oideied 
h3' him to have a murk put thereon iWieii tho maik is cut the piincip.d 
ciigiiieci IS to m.ake an indent for the eaid timbers Should the name bo 
n]i]iiovcd b3’ the coinnuttee the following peisoiiB must he ordered to tale 
an exact account of tho mcas-uroincnt, namely one of the two snrvc3'Oro, 
one assistant of each oflicc, the sloi e-kceper, and tho overseer of the timber 
3nid The3' filial] see tbe same measuicd examined and mnikcd with the 
JJoiiournhlc Company’s moik and number and tho qii.antity it contains 
marked on each inece When the whole of their accounts aio delivered in 
sepal atcl3' and .SIC found to truly check with each other, the hill is to ho 
certified by tho committee and ]>airl, but not otherwise. 

T. That four young gentlemen, or more if the3’ shall be found necessaiy, 
shall be appointed os sub-sun G3 ors who must attend constantly and 
inspect the qo.nitily and cxjicnditnic of all stores. They must see wh.it 
work IS doiio hy the mincio of different places, see the mines exactly mcn- 
Fuicd, tlicqu.aiitity of powder used, examine when they are blown up, and 
sec tliat they me all hied and that an exact account is taken of .lU the con- 
tinct cut stones and mcasuicmeiUs. 
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8 TliaL llie sub-'iiii'vcyois Bliall ^ hit nil tltc stores and j'aids ami woik-* 
and that tlic f.loio-kocpcf’B nE'»i'"laiils, engineer's n‘<sisliiiiU, in.w.ti(ioiicr 
oiigiiiccis, Puiioes, niiihler in.isteii, inspLelors, and aitificeis eiiiplojed, 
sliall satisfy them in their inqiiiiica iczaidiiig matciials, then n<'e.s, and 
voikincii how eiuplo3’i'd as fai ns 111 their iiowcr. This they nic to ic]ioit 
to the coinmitlco n cckl^' or oftcnei if nccQs.a.iry. 

0. The snb-svinoj’ois to make daily leports to the head sunej-oin and 
tliertotho committee once a week or oileiior if rcqniied, noticing any 
abuses that iiiaj come iiiidci then ohsciialioii. 

10. A vcckl}' or daily icpoit of Ibc number of workincii employed, tlic 
incasurcmenl ot the wnik done, the receipt and ovpcii'-c of slnies iiiid 
maleii.ils slumld be pl^en by the oiriecr iii clinipo uf each voik to the 
]iiincipal ciigiiicoi iilio Mill lefcr the same to the snli-eiiginccr to be 
foimcd into one gciier.il icpoit to be laid before the committee diiecll}'. 

11. Tlmt a book-koopei be appointed for cntciiiig the lepoils of stoies 
and to ‘•t.ite the accounts for the evaininatinn and coiitiol of the coiii- 
inittcc. 

12. Tli.st .all ofTico books and .Tccoiints relative to the forLiricnlioiii sli.all 
be open and ficc to the e\.iiiiiiiiitiuii of .my of (be inemburs, 

18. Tliat the monthly’ .iccnniits of cicrj' depaitincnt be laid before the 
comiiiittce by the 20tli of llic bticcccdiiig month. 

Tlie Commiltco continue : As tve esteem it nccc'-'-.iiy tliat (he prin- 
cip.*!! engineer thoiild deliver montlil}' a paiticulav account specif \ mg 
how the stoics issued to him have been cxiumdcd in older that the 
])aymaster 01 lus assistants may examine and check Iho same (winch 
has hitherto novel yet been oidcrod), we ate of opinion he ‘•hould lx* 
allowed the liiuopcan assistant and Puivoes he has applied for in older 
to enable him to have snch accounts duly and regularly kept. As Iheio 
is gicat jC.acon to suppose that, accoiding lotheprc‘-cntmodc of p.i 3 ing 
the tvoikmeu, the Honourable Company lose a gieat deal by the tiieks 
of the Pmvocs W’lio do not bring to the Company's cieilit the '•uins 
aiising by d<"!Oit]on and the dc.athB of many people wlio lime no ical 
hens or any olhcis piopeily authorized to rcceue llieir wages, it is m 
futmo positively oulcied tliatanassistautfiomcachofliccis tobepicsent 
when the diffcicnt comp.anics of nitiliccis or laboiucib ate jiaid. These 
assistauts aio to ho fiuiiishcd with a copy of all payment rolls, and, as 
they see the people paid, they ate to iioslmaik them, nor shall the 
Purvoes' accounts bo allotvcd of fuithcr tlian they check w’ilh tho'-o of 
the assistants. To picvent the said assistants being imposed upon by 
liersons assuming false names, the salmis of the company and oflicei 
of the division that aio icceiving tlicu pay, must he ])rc‘.ent and voiieli 
for the identity of cvciypeison. If any sabnis or oflicer or any pei.son 
IS detected in cndeavouiing to pass one man foi another, he must 
receive the most exemplary immshmcnt. The better to enable the 
above gentlemen to do their duty and avoid imposition, they aio to do 
no other business than seeing the payments made, and taking check 
musteis upon the dilfeient works in liand. "Wlicn employed njiou the 
last mentioned duty, by fiequcntly view'ing ivilh attention every per- 
son they muster, they ivill in a little lime become vciy well acquainted 
w iih their faces. It is hoi e necessary to olisci ve and it it. well known that 
when any poison is inclined to desert the service and has no other 
impediments in the way than wages being due to him, ho e.'in \eiy 
readily find those in the bazar who make a inacticc of buying >-uch 


Chapter IV< 

Fortifications 
and Buildings. 


Bull's for 
Foi libcstioii 
Woiks, 

1771. 


I’.ij in.isttr's 

nigiil.i(ii>ii!i, 

1771. 



38S 


BOJIB.VY TOWN 


[Histoiical 


Chapter lY. 

Fortifications 
and Buildings. 

I’.ij maslcr'i 
KcguKitiona, 
J77J. 






wages foi a infle. By this means the Ilonouinlile Company lose their 
uoikmeu anil p.iv moiici'to men uho nevei give lialf value foi it. A 
man ulio is noted for tlio«c piacliccs and has Iwun detected in them, is 
one Saeiah (Shankai) a Banian. To icmedv tins last abuse, as mueh 
as may be uithout pi oof on oath checked by the cngineci-'s pay sheets, 
no wage is to he paid to any peison on piclencc that ho or she to 
whom such wage is due, is dead As it fiequentlv happens that 
among so laiije a numlici of people as aie emploj'ed on the woiks, 
niimhcis aic disabled by .sickness fiom attending at Uic piopor times 
for iceeiving their pay, it i«. theicfoie nceessaiv that four days m each 
month should he aiipomted for calling over such people<;' name'- As it 
is vciy propel that those foui days should be know n to the w hole of the 
woiking people, the 2nd 4th b’th and 8th days of each mouth aie 
apiiomtcd for that puipoeo. In ordci to pievont dcscitiou even foi a 
time, 01 woikmcn going fiom the Honourable Companj'’? to pm ate 
woiks, any pei cons who shall stand moio than tuo months unpaid 
without being able to pi ovc that their not attending^ Lcfoie was entuely 
owing to then want of health, sliall not lie entitled to icceive any sums 
\whieh might have been due unto them All such sums undcmaiidcd 
for the space of foui months, shall then ho caiiied to the Honouiahle 
Gjorapany’s ciodit. Of these legulations all pei sons now' emplo 3 'ed upon 
the woiks must icceive due notice ; and evoiy one who shall in future 
oiitei into the soincc must ho made acquainted with them at the time 
of' licing icgistciod. As to have a fixed price for each aitiolo of 
potty stoies will save an infimte deal of lioublc in adjusting accoimtc, 
such* stindaidpnce must be settled upon the following plan* Agiee- 
ablc to the ictm-ns given m annuallj' hj' the pnncipal ono^noer 'the 
following aiticlcs shall lie laid in dunng the month of Decemhci. 
The pice of eadi article shall then be ascei lamed by the 'Honourable 
Boaid, and shall not be alteied for one ycai aftei, iiamelj- Middle 
baskets of Bombaj', ditto of Tlislna, laige biskets, large BIuwTidi 
lafteip, ditto of small sort, ditto smaller, Hnka (half'diessed'i’) 
laftcis, Chowkas squared raftcis, Daskattjs pciliaps oi barge 

poles, Ijigo Fmkils (■«'), small Fuikils (?), Virally soltas oi Ixitons of 
iizdli wood(’), cliarcoal in bundles, laigc wooden handles foi tools, 
Gool Gull {gugiil) ljal=am, hemp, ledcaith, Bombay con, Urgcoi small 
biieks, clulk, cwjaus, B.ijapur fucwood, twine. As the following aitielcs 
\.aij' in piiee, two statements should he made, one in the montli of 
December the otlioi m the month of Julj*, namely Bamboos laigo, 
ditto small, tattas, jmgcllj' oil, dammar, jagii, and Calicut con ^ 

On the above icpoit tlie Bombay Diary of the 20tb August 1771 
has the following entrj*. The committee appointed to fiamc rales 
and icgnlations foi the committee of survej’s m their superintendence 
of the new woiks, now* laj's Lefoie the Boaid a Icttei enclosing the 
legulations thej' liavi; drawn up for that purpose, and foi the better 
goieinment of the engineer and paymastei’s offices All these are 
now* read and being matuiely debated, it is icsolved that they lie enr- 


■IVon 'U'cirV-i Rules niitl Regulations Committees Report, lUtli Aug 1771 Tub, 
Diarj Sb of 1771, bie-S17p 
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riod inio execution. In order thereto ilie following' apiiointments are 
now made : Mr, Benjamin ITollamby, stoickecper to llio foitificalions 
with a monthly allowance o£ lls. 100 and ^Iv. Homy AUc^ti, a 
e.ulet, clerk o£ the receipts and issncs under the ttoickeeper with a 
monthly allowance o£ lls, 30. Majois Dagon and Burr, survcj'ora 
nndei the committee with a monthly allowance o£lls. 60 for a caiiiagc 
and palanquin to enable them to discharge their duty. Licutenantii 
Tnmer, Torriano, Ilollamby, and Black, 6ub-sur\evoib under the 
committee uitha monthly allowance of llh. 30, Mi. I’l-ancis ‘William 
Pcmbciton, accountant to the committee, with a monthly allowance 
of lls. 30. Oidcicd that the engineer ictain an Euiopean assistant 
and the additional Purvocs iccommcndcd by the committee that the 
accounts of his ofTicc may he moie duly and legularly Icept.^ 

"With a liow to reduce the current expenditure in connection w’ith 
the new ivorks, on the 22nd October 177 J the Boaid pa^s the follow- 
ing orders : The Board taking into consideration the \cTy low state 
of the treasury with the necessity of reducing the current expcnccs as 
much as possible, and as the monthly expense of the now works is very 
gieat and such as we arc not able to continue until ue may ha\e a 
Honing cash, it is ordered that the Committee of Surveys rciiort to the 
Boaid as soon as possible the works in their opinion iminciliatcly 
necessary to be earned on, wth the number of men wanted foi them, 
and a calculate of their expense that we may dischaigc as many ol the 
men at present employed as. can possibly be spared.® 

Two weeks later Govcinment furtber lesolvcdand ordeicd at thoii 
Consultatn '1, llie 9tli November 1771, that no new uorks, machines, or 
implements that will amount to more, on making, than the sum of 
lls 500, be constiuctcd on the new foitilication oflice or any other olllcu 
whatever v itliout the eauction of the Boaid signified in writing.® 

At a Oonsnltation, the 25th February 1772, the Boaid debated 
whether any individual member of tbc committee of surveys established 
by the Honouiablc Corapany^s commands, dated 12tb May 1758, lias a 
light to question and iiitoirogale wdioniFoe\eu lie jilcascs w'hotlici 
artificers or othcis belonging to the several ofliccs to which that com- 
mittee iclntcs. Aftei mature dchhciation it was icsolvcd that every 
meniher of Council has a right to make such inquiry as to them may 
appear proper of whomsoever they think necessary. Siiiiilaily any mem- 
ber of the committee of surveys may inquire in tho^-c olficcs to n Inch 
that eommitlcc lelatos At tlie same time neither the nicmbcis of 
Council nor the committee of surveys have any powers in coiipcqnenee 
of inquiries to give ordcis without previous rcfeience to the head of 
tlie ollice.^ 

As legards the daily wages of the aitificeis and labourers tlio 
committee ajipoiutcd in 1772 made the following report to Iho Bo.aid 
on the 2‘1'th Febiuaiy 1772; In obedience to your older of tho 18th 
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insi.'inl wo now lay before yoiir Honour .a statement of the daily wascs 
alIo\\cdilic dilfcicntnitiilGCis and labouici'b employed on the Ilonomublc 
Companj-'s woiks in 1740, 1750, 1760, 1707, .and the pieoent time 
(1772) with an account of the puce*! paid for batty at each of those 
dilfciout pciiodb^ • 

Daily ll'tiyra In Ciaft'-mni and Lalonia^, 1740-1772 



1740 

K'-O 

ITlO. 

17C7 


Bicc 

Tiic 

Pico 

Picc 

Cin** ntcn>, • 

!:b 

27 

27 


27 

i>o iatlifFcrLfit 

Sfl to 21 

22 to 21 

22 to 21 

22 

to 24 

Smiths, alilc «• 


19 

18 


211 

liicIifTcrciit 


15 

I'l 


25 

labuurciM, 

9 to 10 

lu 

11, IS to IS 

1*5 

to 12 

Do. iniiUIIiiiff 

7 to S 

8 

10, 11 to 12 


tn 10 

Bricklayers, alik 

11. lotolG 

22 to 2i 1 

in 2i> 

21 

to so 

Do. lIKlllTCTCot 

U to 13 

20 to IS 

20 to 22 

20 

to 22 


02 to 21 
sil 
111 
ID 

51 lo 27 
20 to 01 


Dining' the above ycais the xnices of batty shown in the gcneial 
books were : 


Year 

Jliec, 1740-1772. 

Ilui»ru‘i 
the MUfliT 

1740 

• •• ••• 

20 

1730 

••• 

25 

17()0 

• •• •«# 

. . 10 

17e7 

••• ••• 

• . 23 

1772 

••• 

... 18 


On onquiiy into the cause of the gradual incicase of pay to the 
nitificois and still moio lo tlie labouici«, we woio informed by the he.id 
ovctsccis in the dilfcicnt dcpaitmcnls that it has been chictly occasioned 
by not haring suIGcicut numbcis of those people iiilubitauts of 
Bombay. This lendcicd it necei.=aiy at diifciont times to send foi' 
and engage laige numbeis on the other side, nho, in consideration 
tbcieof had an advanced jiay allowed them In October 1707 we hud 
the committee of accounts icraaiked on the high price of laboui and 
iccommendcd leduclion In consequence Mcssis Boddam, Jervis, 
and Mostj'n weie appointed a committee foi regulating wages, to nhoso 
Report we beg leave to icfer your Hononr. It ajjpuais that tins com- 
mittee proposed 12 pice a tLiy for an able-bodied labouici and less ni 
jiiopoition agiccablo to slicngUi and age At this latc the Honourable 
the Piesident and Council fixed the same by publication In Apnl 
01 May 1769, oiders haiing been given to the pimciiial eugmeei lo 
incicase the number of woifcmen on the fortifications, he on the l.lih 
June addiesscd a letter lo the Honoiiiable the Piesident and Council 
which was laid bcfoie the Boaid and in consequence the daily pay of 
labourers was incicascd to 80 and 72 res. The^e rates we find have 
been continued flora the above peiiod until the beginning of this month 
when the Hououi.tblc the Piesident pioposcd to the difEcient pay- 
masteis to lower them They have accordingly been again leduced to 
the daily lato of 63 res to an ablc-lwclied man. Though fiom the 
best information we can pioeuro we aic of opimon the latc cannot be 
at present fiulbci i educed, is to be observed that the above ought 


1 Coinmillcc’s Report to Go>oniincnt21tli Fell 1773, Pul) Diary CO of 1772, 214-210. 
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lo be consitlcreil ilio pay o£ tho most. Ftoiii able man and pbould be 
propoilionably less to those who aic advanced m 3 'cais or arc in anj' 
inspect dciicicni in sti’cnglh. The pa.y of :irtificcrs is not greatly’ 
incieased and we aic nssnicd, will not admit of much if any reduction. 
IVe submit to j'our Honour’s consideration the rates lioiealtcr entered 
nhich We are infoimcd will be most just and equitable, coin-idcicd 
both nith respect to tho noikmcn and our Ilonourablc Einploi'cis : 


CiaflMiunand Labowna' Flayer, lt73. 




nilo, Ticc the Di) . 


Cnipciitci good ... ... 

Do, iniddling 

llricldayci'i and Stonc-cuttciF, good 
Do middling ... 

Smiths, good ... ... 

Do. iiiidilliiig 

’WorkniL'ii, nhic-liodicd ... 

Do, iiifciior 


27 

20 to 21 

2 1 to 27 
20 to 22 

Iti 

I.*) 

10 


On Tccciiit of this report the Doaid p.as 6 cd the following oider«, 
the 2.'jth Ecbriiniy 1772; 'ilio committee .t 2 i])ointcd in our last 
(18th Fcbruaij") Consultation to oxaminc the i.itcs p.aid to aitidccri. 
and laboiucrs, to asecitain the prices of pioxisions at ccrt.am slated 
l»cuods, and to suggest the present piopcr rate of ^\ago'., now lay 
the same bcfoic the iioaid. It is Ihciefoio resohed that thckC\oi.il 
l)aj mast CIS be directed to paj* tbo^ mtes bcicin mentioned in their 
icsjxiotnc ofRces. At the same lime if it can lie done uitbout 
])icjudice to the public service they are lecommendcd to u'C tboir 
utmost cuflcavouis to 1 educe w.ngcs even lowci and the Secictaiy is 
diiccted to issue .n publication stncfly enjoining nil piivatc pcis-Ws on 
no account to pa'* inoic than the latcs herein siwcificxl 01 on coinietinn 
of the contiaij' bcfoic a magistiatc by' the oath of two ciuchbic 
witnesses they sliall Ixj fined m tho sum of Its. 100 for such olTcncc, 
one-half of which to go to the infoimcr and the other to tho Company. 
Any lahouicror aitificcr refusing to^\Ol•k at the rate incntinned therein 
shall be put to haid lalxinr on the woiksfor one month for the first 
offence and for c^cly subsequent offence shall icccivc corpoial punish- 
ment at the disci clion of two Justices of the Peacc.^ 


On the 10th March 1772 the commiltce of Bui-vcys infomi tho 
Poaid that thcpiiccs of I.abourcis’ wages have bccnicdnccd fiom thn Icon 
])iee per day to ten pice for the best hibouicrt» and the othcis in 
propoition.® 

On the 17th March 1772 Captain Nilson Uie acting piincipal 
engineer submits the following jnogrc'B lepoit to Government: 
Before the depaitmo of the Jlam 2 ')shi'ie for Eurojio I take the libeity 
to laj' before your Ilonour .and Conned a icpoit of the pi ogress of the 
foitific.alionR fiom the time I took clmrge and had tho diicction of 
them. The qinantity of cubic feet of matonry' completed on the sovcinl 
woiks is as follows ; 
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.. 41,103 
2700 
.. 1H5 

6400 
SOiiC 
20,021 
17J0 
.. 52,210 


Total ... 141.375 

Tlic gtallerios of tlie countonnining casemate gateway and magamc of 
the emcloijc of Fort George are all pla'steicd, amounting to siipeificial 
feet 1 2,500. The gicatc<5fc paii of the glacis of Foi t Gcoigc is al'm lillud 
lip containing ahoi e 1 30,000 solid feet of cai tli and stone. The casemate 
on the side of Fort George is moie tlian halt completed, the suiipoiling 

aichesfor those on the east side are two-thuds completed, the 

mount foi the nest euitain is entirel}’- finished, and tlio pillais foi the 
eacemates on the noith side tn o-tliirds finished. I have completed thieo 
faces of tlio redan at the north tiont and built a paiapct 14 feet thick 
and 245 feet in length behind the rampart nhich can mount 12 pieces 
of cannon. The foundationfor another icdan of the noith fiontis low 
being laid and the retaining wall of the rampaits is finished as far 
as the hazai gate The two sallj-ports of the llodgcs’and Cumlierland' 
ravelins arc almost completed as al^o the ictaining will of the caviiher 
of Prince's bastion j two ai dies of the castle casemates, 105 feet, long 
and 20 feet hioad, aic completed to a few keystones of one pE them ; 
and five p.aved platforms arc fini-hed at tlio dock bastions l|lic mim- 
Iwr of mines sprung is 2j,Glt. The numbci of ITaili cut aieh stones 
fixed in the arches is 158S and those of the Mdzgaon stone amount to 
7806 I have begun to dig the ditches of Hodges' larclin and shall 
shortl}' begin the ditch of tlio Gnmbciland ravelin, both which I hope 
to complete hcfoie the rains Evciy possible diligence and despatch 
■will be ii'cd to effect the so-much-nished-for compluhon of the iroiks'. 
of tlus foi tifuKition I humbly hope that my attention Inthcito h.isj 
mciitcd your Honour’s appiobahon. It so, I sliall esteem myself veiy 
happy and take the hbcity to i.eqncst tlic favour of yoni Honour .and 
Conncil Ixjing pleased to iccommcnd me to the Honourable Company for 
succeeding to the post of principal engineer if it should so fidl out 
that Lieutenant-Colonel Keating docs not letum hither in that 
station.^ 

On the 17th lllaich 1772, on leading the above lettei fiom the 
acting pnncipal engineer, the Boaid oidcred that it ho onteied at the 
foot of this Consultation and add As wc arc convmced Captain Nihon 
is veiy attentive to this branch his lequest is complied with in 
iccommcndmglum to thcHonouiahlc Company to succeed to the post of 
pnncipal engineer." 

land required On the same day, 17th IMaich 1772, the Collector acquainting tho 
for Honecs, Boaid that on acconnt of the objections made by the piopnetoi® of 
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oarfcs on which houses arc io bo buili, he fiiidt> gicat difficulty in allot- 
ting giound for the por.'-ons wliosc liouses aic pulled down, .and, at tlic 
same time, laiung before the Board the draft of a publication for their 
n])proval which he beliovos will in a greatmea&ure obviate the dilficult)', 
it IS accordingly now ic.ad and being .approved the Sccrctiiry is directed 
to issue a publication to th.at offeet.’- 

In reference to the orders diiccting tlie tomi ditch to bo clc.ancd 
the meichnnt& submitted a petition on which, on the 30Lh June 1772, 
tlie Bombay Council issued the following orders ■ Rend a petition 
fiom the priueip.al Geiitiis Mooinien and other iiiha.bitants of the 
island desiring to be excused from paying any proportion of the 
charge of cleaning the town ditch, and instead suggesting that each 
caste furnish a proportionable number of people for that service. 
As Ave find this method n ill be attended with delay and as on account 
of the advanced season it is necessary that the tlitcli should he 
cleaned AA'ith all expedition, the land 25a3'master is thoicfore dircclcd 
immediatelj' to engage a suflicicnt number of persons to clean the 
ditch. He is to keep a distinct account of the charge in older that 
it maj’’ be made good bj' an assessment on each caste excepting those 
merchants uho liavc paid Rs. 100 aniiu.all^' hj- the custom house 
books for customs as thej' tliei'cin pa 3 ’' one per cent towards the 
fortificatioiia, and also such persons who for particular reasons have 
been usually excepted,® 

The Bombay Diary of the 14th Juty 1772 lias the following 
entiy • Tho land 2 )a 3 ‘mnstor acquainis us that the greatest part of 
the ditch before tho noith front lias hecii well cleaned but the groat 
Avant of baskets prcA'cnted liis going on Avith tliis Avork and he theie- 
foic discharged the laboiuers on the 9lh instant 

In February 1773, Mr. LaAvronco Nilson, the acting inincipnl 
engincei, submits tlie following piogress reiioi-t • Before the 
dejiai till e of the ship Sjica/ccr 1 noAv agiccahlc to 3 'oiir Honour’s 
commands repoit the progress of the fortifications since 1113 ' last 
letter of March 17th. At Foit George the excavation for the Ica'cI 
pl.ain of the inside of tho fort is oiitiicl 3 '' fiiibslicd , tho cxcaA'ation 
loi.lho AA'ater cistcins is also completed, tho nieli Avork of which 
I AA'ill begin this moiilh j Uic ca^cmalcs to the east and a\ cst sides are 
ontiiely iimshed, lluit on the east side consists of five bomb-proofs 
ri£L 3 '’-tAA'o feet 111 length and ten feet in hic.adth, and those on the aa'csI 
side of Iavo arches fi£t}'-four foot long and tAvclvc feet hioad j on 
the north side tA\'o magazines for poAA'dci and stoics aie about half 
completed, and the arches of those ca'cmales on that side more than 
half finished, the g.atc\A'a 3 's begun, the oxcaA'atiou for the redoubts oil 
the Ciast side IS almost lialf done. On the eiiA’clopc of Foil George 
eleven stone jdatfoims have been laid, a Iciracc thiOAvn oA^cr a magazine 
to pi event its being damp m the iain 3 ' &e.ason and foi Avant of Avhicli 
it AA'as before enhrel}' useless, the slope for bringing up the c.aniioii 
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li.is Iwon maile, all llie lianqiicltc'. alco made ami pla'-lcvcil, llic whole !<! 
ontiiol}' finished anil clc\ on pccos- o£ cannon mounted on it On thft 
icdouht of tlic lino of communication fiflcon f.lonc platfomic liaie been 
laidj the Imminettcs and the icLaniiii" wall of the iiim)'ait iai‘-od, and 
the icdoubL made iii all w.aj-p ready foi mnuntm" cannon Tl>c 
icictnicnt of the envelope of the noilh liont has Ijcencntiiely completed 
to the loft of the Bazar Gate as f.ir as the Cumhci land ravelin, the 
foundation for all the phatfoims laid, almost all the haiifiiieltcs made, 
and a parapet n ilh tlui ty-L*ight cnihrasuics fiin-hcd ; the ditch hefoic 
this cm elope has been dug Ijcfoictlueo f.ices of the icdans, and a tem- 
porary hi id"o made at the gate The ditch before the Ciimhoilaiid rmelm 
■was dug licloic the last laiiis as deep as it was then possible The 
connlei scarp before the noith-casl face of tliat i.nclin has been corn- 
plelcd, and 1 .shall do m3- utmost endraaouis to get tluit ditch and 
coicicd way completed .as soon as possible The ditch hcfuic the 
Hodges* raid in lias liccn dug and the cjith icinoied, and the glacis 
liefoic the south-west rii\ elm and the coiintcrscaip of the ditch have 
been entirch* conixiletcd. The ictaining w.all of theininpaits lias Iiceii 
iini'licd iiom the lia/.li Gate to the ^I.indn liaslion, 9'he es]i]anadc I 
have licen iorced to defer levelling as the gicatc I paifc of my J.iboiucis 
IT’S. to the new' foitiiications have loi ’eng been cmplo3'(Kl on the 
Biud'tli}' dock, noi can I iinderi.akt to level the esjibnadc until I can 
get mi’ full complement of laljomoi*. as oidcicd bj'j'om Honour .as 
the}' Imio Intel}' grentl}' diminished for the reasons I had the 
honour to tcpic-cnt in n letter nndci the L’nd instant In the 
castle one bomb-proof of 10,> feet in length and 20 feet "in hicndth 
has been begun and finished, nnd tavo othoi.s ol the fcninc bigness 
ivliosc centie stones wcie not closcil lime also been completed This 
woik has also been stopped some time past owing to the great 
scnicit}’ ot laboniers, but 1 nm in hopes short!}' torecimt ns man} ns 
inav enable me to continue it, nnd commence levelling the espl.anadc. 
The thiid Diy Dock is so lar finished that ships may he loceived 
into it, .and wants only some few' mlditions which will .shortly ho 
completed The cubic feet ol masoniyuscd on the dilfeicnt woiks 


* Wurlv. Ciil'iclirl, 

Fort Groref ... C'VUO 

,\rc1inor1. . . 21,"i4L' 

North Fiont . . 135,^02 

Contr.aLtoi’H M I'oiirj . fi'l.OsI 

CumhcrhuiiVs UsMlm Cunnter'cjiip 1C,(>22 

ilnilgis’ I’arclin CuuiitiT'C.aip . ... 11,771 

llctaiiiiiig wall and dual il-room at Gate ,, G.IOU 


Total 3.SG,131 


The number of mines blown up is 48, "18 amoiniting to 78,101 
feet. Wnili stones laid 2300, Ab'izgaun nicb stones 20,500, nnd 05 
stone platfoiins completed. My piincipal object is the finishing 
those woiks W’hicli are already begun Nnr can I avitb any propriety 
piopose to begin any otlicis that me laid down in Colonel Campbell’s 
plan, unless the number of labouipis is increased, ns the present 
number oidcrcd by yoni Honour to be employed is no moic than 
sufiicicnt for completing those w'Oiks which wcie begun by Licnto- 
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nanfc-Golonel Keating. care and attention to the -works in 
general, I flatter inji^self, meets with your Honour’s approbation. 
I shall ever use my utmost enclca\ ours to carry on the same with 
every possible despatch and diligence, and I hoiJC my assiduity 
hitherto may merit your Honour’s favourable mention of me to the 
Honoui.iblo the Court of Directors.^ 

On the 2Sth Miy 1773 Government ordered the new fortification 
paymaster to pay the contractor for ai died masonry at the rate of 
its the brass, agreeable to the acting engineer’s valuation." 

Thc Bombay Diary of the 1st June 1773 has the following entry 
regal ding the cleaning of the town ditch : It being now the most 
proper season for the much-wanted cleaning of the ditch, and ns 
because the lainy season was far advanced onlj' a small pait could be 
finished last year, it is icsolvcd that the work be immediately set 
about, and that such a number of people be cinjiloyed ns will do it 
eficctiiallj' and in a .shoittime. 7\.s was dctei mined last j’cnr the 
charge must he kept separate in the land pn 3 'mastei ’s books and 
rcimbuised to the Company bj* an assessment on the inhabitants.® 

Regarding the want of monoj'- to meet the cspcnscs in raising 
fortifications the Bombaj*^ Diaiy of the 26th November 1773 has 
the following entry ; On leading advices from the President and 
Council at Port William it is with the utmost concern we observe 
that there i.s great piobability we may be disappointed at least in 
part of the sura wo have applied to that Presidcncj’- to furnish us 
with. A statement of the ticasury now laid before us shows ivo are 
.still considerablj’- in arrears to all our offices. From all this we are 
unanimouslj' of opinion that it is highly necessary to put a stop to 
eveiy public work now carrjdng on that can possibly be stopped 
and to discharge all the workmen till such time as we mnj” have 
sufficient to dcl'rnj' our nccessnrj' charges. Jt is thcicfoic resolved 
and ordered that n't the end of thi.s month a stop be jiut to all works 
buildings rcpaii.s and alterations canjdng on under the new 
foilificatioii, land, and dock and pier paymastei.s, and that with the 
following exceptions all the artificers and labourers employed in 
tho.se offices be then discharged. 

• As completing the levelling of the esplanade and laying the 
platforms in Fort George aie works very requisite to be .speedily 
finished, under the now tortification paj’-mastcr 500 laboureis and 
ailificcrs and no more must he retained without our express oidors. 
Whenever either of these w'oiiis is completed the w’orkmcn now 
emploj’cd thereon must be also discharged. One hundred artificers 
and laboui evs nud no more must be retained under the land paj'inastcr 
for executing the repairs immediatelj’- requisite lo the Company’s 


1 rrincip.'ii Engineer to Govcinmcnt Euli. 1773, Puli. Di.iry G3 of 1773, 82- 8G, TIio 
total given m the iceord is 37'i,731 but the details cntci cd give .a total o£ 356,131 
which lb bhoun in the text. 

* Uoin Gov. Diaiy 28th May 1773, Piih Di.aij 63 of 177.3, 403. 

* Bom. Goi. ConsiiUation Ibt June 1773, Pub. Di.iry 63 of 1773, -123. 
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biii1Jing<;, Fill tlicv, ns it is highly ncccssaiy thnt the i epaii s o£ the 
niirlrllc dock slioiilil he Epocrhl}' timshcrl, one liuinJiccl aitificciE and 
luliouicrs and no nioic must be ictniiieil under the dock and pier 
jinj-inastcT for thnt pinpose A piopoi tional niinihci of ])inctitionei' 
engineers oversews and all othui ofiicws of artificers and l.slxiureis 
must he sti lick o(i As thisMill be afniuuiahle time fori educing the 
pay of the people itisicsoUcdthnt hcncctorunid noinoicthan oO nt 
(2 ns ) he allowed foi the <laily p .13 of an able-bodied Jaboiirci instead 
ol GO J PS (2g rts.) the piesent pa}', and thnt in nil the ofiices a piopoi- 
tioniil 1 eduction be made in the pay of evci y kind of 111 titicei s As w c 
tiic in iiiiinedintu u ant of money to pay the aiieaia to all oui ofiices 
and fur some months hiue no piosjicct of a speedy or considerable 
supply fiom Bengal, diicctions must be sent iniincdiatcly to the 
Chief and Council at Suiat to iciiew their cndcavouis foi piocuiing 
on the best tcims money for bills on the Piesidcncy of Bengal or 
even on that oi Afadins if any money ean be proem ed by that means. 
It is lesolvcd aho that wc wiitc to the Ficsident and Council at 
Madias advising them of the gicat disticss the Company’s alfnir.s 
hero are in foi want of specie, and cninestly requesting them to 
assist us, 01 ail}' of our settlements on the coast, so far as may be 
in their power cilhci by lennttnnccs of bills 01 in specie of any 
kind whatever. ^Vc ilattci ourselves, by theii late successes against 
T.injoi their situation must be so opulent as to enable them without 
difli'cnlty to comply with our request.^ 

On the Sill .Tnniiaiy 177d Mr. Lawience Xil=ontIiD acting piincipal 
cngincci submits the following pi ogic«s icport' In obedience to jour 
llonoui’b commands I now W hcfoie yoiii Ilonoui a lepoit of the 
pi ogress of the foilification Moiks since my last letter on th.it subject 
At Foil Gcoigo all the homh-pioot casemates arc cntiicly finished 
togcllici with the gateway and two magazines of powder and stoics. 
A cistom for lain-w .itci has been completed, cont.iining 66,400 gallons, 
wlneh on a supposition that each man be .allowed 1 J gallons a day for 
dunking and cooking, and that the gaiiison consists of 400 men and 
200 lascais and labourci s, would 1 cjacscnt a daily expense of 900 gallons, 
and conscqiicntlv a supply of water enough foi ten weeks I’lic ditch 
of Fort Gooige fioiiting the town has been excavated All the parapets 
on the noi til and west bides aic completed, and pait of those on the 
cast side Thiec pljtfoims aic finished and the foundahon foi tlmicen 
moic has been laid, the graxtest p.ut of the icvetment to the noitli 
cm lam has been raised togetliei witli the slope for bringing np the 
cannon, the cutiic ictaining wall of the north curtain has been i.ai&cd 
and the lampaits on the west and noith sides filled to tlicii intended 
height, and that on the east side is i oiy near completed. The sqii.aic 
redoubt of Foil Gcoigc ncai the sea side is comiilctcd as far ns the 
bpring of the aichcs, the entue ditch of the same has been excavated 
The magazine in Bio envelope of Foil Gooige lias been flooicd and tlio 
casemates 111 the same lough-tciinccd. On the cnvclojie Iiefoie the 
north fiont of tlic town scvcntcoii platfoims have been laid; all the 


'Bom. Go>. Consultalion SOth Koi. 1773, Tub. Di.irj Cl ol 1773, SHl-50ff 
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parapets of llio said envelope as far as ilie redan by llic IM.-liuhi bastion 
are iinifrliodj a levctmcnt 300 feel in len"lb lias been laiscd and 
completed before the Mdndid bastion, logclbcr with the counlcr&caip 
befoie the envelope of the noith front, which has liccn laiscd extending 
itself by the ditfcient turnings 1350 feet in length ; also the counter- 
acaip befoie the Mdiuhi lia'.tion. Tlie ditch before the sawl envelope 
has been dug to the offset of the foundation being 11 feet 10 inches deep, 
and has been excavated befoie three different faces since my last icport, 
but the nhole of this ditch is now dug as far as the offset A ditch 
has been excavated before tiie face of the curtain of the envelope befoie 
the IMsiiidi’i bastion and a sluice made at the end of the said ditch by 
the tea side. The Cumbeiland lavclin chtch is dug to the offtct of the 
foundation, and the entire counterscarp of the taid ravelin is now 
completed. In the Tlodgcs’ ravelin the letaining wall to the laniparts 
has been laised tivo feet and earth tilled up on the ranipait in pioportiou. 
A ten ace has been laid ovei* the guaid room of the JJazar Gate and the 
said guard room is now tiiiishcd. On the esplanade the houses that 
contained the old j)ondei woiks have been removed, and all that part of 
the esplanade is levelled to the extent of 162,000 square yaids. On this 
ground gicat holes have been filled and rising grounds lemovcd. 
Befoie tlic Stanhope bastion and without the covcicd n ay a considciablc 
tank has been filled and upon it a glacis of the said covered way 
eoiuplctoJ. This glacis, together mth that bcfoic Gianby's ravelin, 
extends 037 feet in length I have the satisfaction to inform your 
Honour that the nine-loot high sand hill, only 220 yaids from the 
salient angle of the Cumberland lavelin, has been enliicly iemo\cd; 
and its 07,606 cubical feet have been used to fill a large extent of hollow 
ground icsultnig in the levelling of 97,650 square yaids Omng to 
the gieat scarcity of bucks 1 have not been able to* cany on the 
building of the castle bomli-jiroof laboiatoiy, but have taken caic to lay 
up inateiials to carry on the said building when I again icccive your 
Ilonoui's commands. The cubic feet of inasoniy completed on the 
seveial worlis at Foit George aie : 


Works 

lloictmcnt, ictainiiig iinlls .md foundation for Flalforins ... 
Casuinntes .iiid ^lagiiAincs ... ... ... 

M.isonry made liy tlic Uonti.ictor ... 

The Scinnic Uedouht ... . . ... 

The Cistern Wall . ... ... 

Ikorlli Fioni 

M.isnniy made lij- the Coiilractnr ... 

ConntcrbCAip of the Ciinihcrland Ra^olin 

Itctnming wall of the llodgi'i' Uaseliii 

XcriMCO and pniiipct hj the guard-room of the Barnfi Gate . 


07,7.'ll 

57,776 

32,57-t 

53,457 

902G 

1.33,421 

1.3,310 

2124 

1172 
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. Total ... 401,813 

The nnmher of mines sprung is ll,28l<, amounting to feet 18,377 
and 7 inches. Q’he number of cubical feet excavated of the ditch of the 
noith front amounts to 41‘J,058; also of that on the face hcfoic the 
Mandvi bastion, and the ledan .adjoining 129,600. The excavation of 
the ditch of Poit Geoige amounts to 160,425 cubical feet. 

Having thus given your Ilononr a faitlifnl account of the progress 
of the foitificatioii since my last report I heg lc.ave to dcsciibc what 
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icmnins to be done to woiks alieadj’ bejjun, as aloo ii hat woiks aie 
3'ct to bo commenced befoie Colonel CampbeU’s plan can be said to be 
exccatcd. Of ivoiks alieadj' an piogicss I shall begin nith Toil 
Geoigo, whcie the foUoivmg pailiculais remain nniinishccl The sijuaie 
icdoubt to be made bomb-pioof, and tivo dian budges provided foi the 
same Tlie countciscaip of the datcli fionting the town, jiai-l of the 
cast cm tain to be [illcd. up, paiapct to be made on the said cm tain and 
a g-aaid loom foi the commanding officer, as also a stanca^o on that 
Bide A ditch to be excavated bcfoie the two north bastions of Poit 
George and a ca«emated icdoubt m the ditch bcfoic the envelope All 
the ditches of Foit Gcoige and the line of commumcation to be pali- 
saded tluonghout and the glacis on the north side to be completed, the 
two magazmes to be floored, gates and doors to be made, the arch over 
the dram to bo turned and the covered way of Port George to be 
p.ihsadcd In the redoubt of tlie hue of communication from tlie 
town to Port George is a casemated ledoubt to be begun and completed. 
The whole space rnthm the line p£ communication to be levelled In 
the em elope of the north front of the town the following particulars 
remain undone. Tliiec small casemated redoubts on tlic le-entoimg 
angles and forty-five platforms to be laid, the lianquctles to bo rough 
plastered and the ditch liefoie the whole to be dug The covered way 
and glacis befoie the Oumlieiland invclin as far as the Hodges' ravelin 
remain unfinished The biidge to the Cumhoiland ravelin is made, but 
not 3’ot laid One budge is wanted to be made to the envelope b}’ the 
Baz.lr Gate and another from tlie cm elope to the Ime of communication. 
The ditches liefore the Hodges' and Cumberland ravelins require to be 
dug three feet deeper. The rampart and parapet of the ^te of the 
Dock bastion remain j'et to be made The two towers at the cnhimcc 
of the boson to be made at the ends of the bandai and Dock pier 
and those tw’o pieis completed The fai gicatcst part of the espljn.idc 
lemains to he levelled These aic the piincipal heads of wliat 
lemams to bo done to those woiks already in progress. I now take 
the hbcity to pomt out those works laid down by Colonel Campbell's 
plan that have not j-ct been begun. The alterabon of tlie Mandru 
hashon, and tire lampaits to be raised bj’’ the wall that leads from the 
Mstndvi bastion to the Pive-Gnn Battery bj’ Moodj^'s B.ry. The 
lunettes by the 3 I.tudvi liastion by the sea side. The flanking wmk 
bcfoic the Baziir Gate designed for the defence of the ditches bcfoic 
the MdndvT. and Pimce's bastion. The cicmaillcic woik staitmg near 
the castle and jornrag the town wall bj' Moodj^'s hay. The JIooi 
and Banian lostions to be alteied. The detached redoubt to be advanced 
on the capital of the Granby's ravehn. I beg leave to remark that 
the yeiy few workmen at present allowed for Icvellmg tire esplanade 
and lajung the platforms of Port George mil cause those worlo. to be 
carried on ver}- slowl}*, particularlj' ns great part of the esplanade has u 
many large and deep holes, for filbng which earth must be brought u 
from some drstauce.^ f 

* rrincipil Engined to Goicmmcnt Bth .Tan 1774, Pnl> Dn: 

The total of cnhic feet u given in the rceoid at 424,559. The 
401,843 as sliovni in tho tc^t 


/ 


iiy li5 of 1774, 21 - 23 J" 
ochailsgiica total ov 



Sliterials.J 

AND ISLAND. 399 

The follomng further report to Government was made by the 
Pnncipal Engineer on the Zlst Pcbinaiy 177‘1' : Having agreeable 
to the orders leceived from the Honourable Board completed as many 
platforms at Fort George as was possible since that order was received, 
there remain at present seven more lobe finished on the north-west 
bastion of the fort. Those on the north cm lain and on the north-east 
bastion would not at picsent be safe to lay, because until next rains 
the earth will not be sulliciently settled to Bu4ain their weight without 
sinlcing. In the meantime I have to request your Honour’s orders 
and permission to complete the icdoubt of Fort George already begun, 
together with the counterscarp, west curtains, or such other woiks as 
remain unfinished. This I will endeavour to do nith the same number 
of men 3 'our Honour has alreadj' been pleased to oidcr ^ 

On the 25th Fcbruai_v 177‘1< the Board passed the follouing orders 
on the above report : On reading the abo\e letter from the acting 
principal engineer wherein he represents that as manj' of the jilat- 
f or ms at For t George as can at picscnt be laid, arc completed, it is 
ordered that the aitiliccrs and labourers who have hitherto been cmploj'cd 
thereon be set to finish the other works pointed out in this letter “ 

About 1775 the merchant Parsons wiote the following account of 
the fortifications of Bombaj’- : Between the two marine gales is the 
castle properly called Bombaj' Castle, a vei.y huge and strong forti- 
fication r\ Inch commands the bay. The rvorks round the town arc so 
many and the bastions so veij’ strong and judiciousl}'’ situated and 
the whole so defended uitli a broad and deep ditch as to make a strong 
fortress, which, uhile it has a suilicicnt gariison and piovisions, may 
bid defiance to any force which maj' be brought against it. IIcic 
also he adds, is a spacious Green capable of containing &c\ eial regiments 
exercising at the same time.® 

In cons'cquenco of the Mardthas landing at Thana, and proring 
troublesome to the neighbouring milages, on the 27th tTanuaiv 1775 
the Bombay Council observe : It appears that the most cirectnal means 
for preventing the Maiitthas from malcmg .nij' such attempts in future 
will be by establishing a foibficd post at Dharavi, the northernmost 
part of the island of Sdhettc and almost opposite to Bassein Kesolvod 
theiefore that it be done accordingly at tlie least expense that the service 
icquiied will admit of. The principal engineer must therefore proceed 
thither to exaimne and report the work that maj*^ be requisite and the 
expenses that rvill attend erecting the same * 

On the 7th Fcbruaiy 1775 the President lays befoie the Board the 
chief engineer’s estimate of the exiien^e of repairing Dhdram battery, 
of malang a stone staircase to the top of tire lull, and of making a 
store-room and magazine there, amounting to Rs. 537 As this 


> riinciiwl Knginccr 2Ut Tub. 1771 , Puli Diaiy 66 of 177 - 1 ,' 1 17 . 

5 Pom Gov Consultation 25tli Poll 1771, Pub Uiaiy 66 of 1774, 112, 

* Parsons’ Travels m Asia and Ainunca (1808), 216, 

■* Pub. Diary 67 of 1773, 118. Coinii. of ■Slauiluig' Old. Tol. 2of 1769-1783, 172 
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is a post of much impoibince b}- the gieat command it has of the 
Ba«em livcr, it is^oideied that it be completed as soon as poseibk* ‘ 

Two months later the dearness of piovisions compelled a use in 
laboiucis' irages. The diaiy of the I4th Apnl lias the follomng eutij' . 
Jt has been repiesented to the Boaid that the pay of a huuhi, nlnch 
foi some time past has been reduced to 50 res (2 ns ) a day is too 
little for Ino EulMstenee, and that for this i cason, as -well as on account of 
the dearness of pionsions^ it is nocostaij' that the paj- should he raibcd 
As we aie satisfied of the 3 astice of this repic'entation, it is a^ieed .ind 
ordered that tlie pay of an able-bodied bvjai i which is at jne-ent 50 1» 
incieascd to 60 res (2^ as ) a day and to other bvjans in proportion." 

Towaids the close of 1773 a letter was reeened fiom the Couit 
of Dneotoi-s dated 12th Apnl 1775 directing that no othei woiks 
than wliat woie lequiied foi the immediate defence of Bombay should bo 
undci taken and that the c\.pcnditnio on account of buildings and 
fortifications lie limited to Bs 1,00,000 a yeai The Comt wntc: 
In regaid to fuitifications and bnilihngs it is our Oi.picss command that 
no moic than one l.lkli of lupces be cirpcndcd thereon in any one yuai 
and tliat in such expenditure paitioulai regaid he had to tho‘-o public 
woiks which aie calculated foi the immediate defence of oui settlement 
at Bombay We liaie commnmc.itcd joui List adnees on tbis subject 
to Colonel Campbell, oni late chief engineei, and icquestcd lum to 
point out nliat woiks would come undci the above dcsenpbon. Tli.it 
gentleman is of opimon that Foit George should bo fiist completed, 
that a redoubt of communication should be begun and complctea, that 
the lunette east of the IVldndn bastion shoidd be finished, tliat^Alfie* 
ciemailleic woik fiom the castle to the east front of the, Y?and\i 
bastion should he hkem'C finished, and that the icdouht.p.IlTanced on 
the capital of Cumbciland's lavelm should also lo compiUi^d That 
the altciation in the Mdndvi liastion and the flanking woifi'vfoi the 
defence of the ditch befoie the Mandin and Pimcc’s liashons may' Iw 
postponed and tliat clearing the space within the line of communication 
is not immediately necessary. Wo transmit the .above foi jour 
observation and direct that jou call upon our chief engineei to 
laj' befoie you a plan of such woiks as he shall deem neces'.aiy to be 
fiist completed, an estimate of the chaige to be incuiicd theicbj*, and 
also the specific sum to be expended upon each paihculai in the 
appiopiiation wheieof due caie must be taken to keep the gioss amount 
wi thin the yeailj' sum of one lakli of lupees " 

In the same letter, paingiaph 39, the Comt diiect As our 
foitifications at Bombay aie for fiom being completed, we cannot 
consent to relinquish the tax laid upon landed estates m 1753 which 
was designed as an aid to the Company in tho electing of those 
foitifications.* 


1 Bom Gov Consult.Uiun 7th Feb lf7o, Pul> Diory 07 o£ 1775, ICT 

= Bom Gov. Consultation Itlh Ajiril 177."i, Tub Di.iry 07 of 1775, 321 

s Court to Bombay lyth ,\pril 1775 piiraa 31-30, Tub Dep Couit's Letters l ol a 
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In pursuance of these orders at a Consultation on the 23id January 
1776 the Bombay Government duect : The engineer must la}' he foie 
u& a plan and his Ecntiments of such n'orks as he may deem necessary 
to he first completed u itli the pro])er estimates thereof, as directed hy 
the Jlonoui able Company in the 36th iiaiagiaph. And the land and 
new forfafication paymasters must be enjoined to confine the expense 
of all woilcs and buildings -nithiii the 3 'eaily allowance of one hundred 
thousand rupees.^ 

On the 30lh January 1776 the land pas'masler lays before the 
Boaid estimates of some repairs iieecssaiy to the "Warli JIiiii and 
Sion dams or vcllaids, and to the salt pan sluices between Sion and 
llewa, the former amounting to lls, 536-0-38 and the latter to 
lis. 552-3-87. These being lepairs not to be dispensed with the Boaid 
ordoied them to be completed torthwith.® 

On the 22nd December 1776 Government unite to the Coiiit 
regauling the ^irogress of thcfoitifications : No gicat piogicss has foi 
some time been made in our new woiks on account of the small number 
of workmen that have been employed and the sum yon have been 
jileaced to limit foi our annual expense in buildings and foitificalions 
wliich will not admit of anything considerable being effected. 'I'ho 
workmen have been pnnoipally employed in the Castle and in finishing 
the inside of Port George under the diicction of hlajor LawienccNilson 
who has liad the superintendence of oui foitificationsduiing the absence 
and tiial of Licut.-Coloncl Keating.''’ 

At their Consultation, the 31st December 1776, Government read the 
following letter fioin Ml. Nilson the acting pi iiici pal cngincei, dated 
21&t December 1776 : Befoie the departure of tlic ship Lnffutui I have 
the honour to lay before you the jn ogress of the woiks under my 
direction since my last loport on tliat subject The laboratory in the 
castle is now cntucly completed, consisting of three long casemates 
Si feet in length and 20 m breadth, four scpaiale looms of 20 
feet by 15 feet, one of 20 by feet, one of 23 by 14 feet, 
one of 21 hj' 12 feet, and one of 51 by I'l feet, all bomb proof, also 
one long casemate of 102 feet in length and 20 feet broad and tuo 
rooms on each wing 20 feet in squaic each, all bomb-proof, Iho uhnlo 
building so far completed as to want only a coat of plastoiing 
on its external .sniface of tbo norUi and oast fionts, a ten ace in the 
sq^uarc below, and some doois and window's. The tw’o magazines under 
the lampait of the south curtain in the aastlc, each 34 by 18 feet, are 
made homb-pioof agreeable to oiders hut the passage leading to them is 
not yet completed. A new' hiidgo has been laid leading to the Cumhei- 
laiid ravelin. At Fort George the homh-pioofs of the casemateil 
redoubt on the cast side have been finished. The commanding ofiicoi.s' 
apartments have been completed and a vcianda 265) feet long and 
12 feet bioad made in front of the casemate lielow' to sci 0011 the trooiis 
there from the inclemency of the monsoon. Tlie scarps of the icdan on 
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flic ‘sniifli '■itlc arc lini'-Iicd, aKo flic ^•dlIn^c^‘>(^^IJl lyfoic each ticc 
IiiouL'hl up to it^ piojcr liet^hl ami a great pait ol tlic oxcavalmn oC 
fins tlifcli ln«! been made. The picfcnt ‘c.iicily and dcamc^^ of timlici 
has picicnUd me lanng before vfoir Jlnnom fhe estimate ordoied for 
the sc\cnil wnrlrs tliaf remain still to lie put in execution As soon 
as any detci mined pnee lias been fixed I shall delivei m the same njlh 
nil possible desjiatch 

EeCeiiing to this piogress rcpoit Government icmaik: Bead a 
repoil fiom the acting ]>nncip.il cngincei of fhe jiiogicss of the noiks, 
eopj of ninth h.us Iwcn ti.insmilted to fhe Comp iny hy tlie Lathnni 
and is oidcicd to Ik entcicd aftci tliis Consulhilion ' 

On the Slid July 1777 Jfr. L. Nihon, the acting piincipal 
engineer, Milimit« the following lepoil shomng what nuiks arc 
necossny to Iv completed: IlaMiig malnrtdy considered the sacral 
2 iaiagr"phs of Colonel Egerfon's letter to \oui Tlonoiirahlc , Board, 
selting foilli fhe neci'ssitr of completing the uoikt, theieiii pioiio'cd 
I jM-Tfeefly e-mcui with the Colonel m Ins opinion ic«poeling the same. 
I sli.dl thereloic cndca\oiirto cx^ikiin the necC'-Mty of putting the-'e 
n orks into iniincdiatc execution 

In forfiCving a place the first consideration obvlousl}' is to leave no 
one ]nrt moic exposed than another It follows that the line between 
the MooJj 's bay and the castle, which is at picscnfc open, should ho 
secured by the cictiiaillcic woik pioposcd and piojccted m Colonel 
Camiiboll's plan The 170 a ards between the castle and the bandar 
]c much exposed I’liie it is defended hy a low’ battery of heavy cannon 
liointmg towards the hubonr. Still, as the rcvctnicnl of this balleiy is 
so very low that it is only a long stepfiom some pait of the loclrs below 
it, it cannot be said to be secure against the altcmjit of an entcipnsing 
enemy who would not full to iislc a great deal to get into the jilaco 
so easily. This part therefore demands our most serious attention. 
Tlic s]tacc Ixstw’eon the lundai and the dock is equally open and 
exposed. And as finishing the piers, agrce.iblc to Colonel CampbolFs 
lilaii, will t.ako much time, it being a laboiious and diflicull woik, I 
apee with Colonel Egeilon that somo suitable woik should hci.aiswl 
along tins line sons to effectually secure this pait of the town. A 
magazine mtho noith part of tho town is indispensably necessary. For 
wwnt of a magazine, duiing an att.ick,the powder must Ik transpoi ted 
from a great distance, undoublcdl)' a ■vciy dangerous piocecdmg 


1 Tiili Distj 70 of 1770, 922, 910-932 The following is the qnintiU of arch 'inil 
Tti«"h ipaso'iry and olhir wort ni'>de since the last report on tin- ouhjci I (1) The 
hoinh-pniof loliciratniy and the co'cinoti m tbi’ Casth' , Arch ninsoory inado with 
inotri^uie and Warli stones, cubic fti-t 13,817, Arch iii'isoiipj mode i.ith’hricls, S9(il! , 
Horn'll inasnntj , li3,477 ; T< trace Ind, oh7S . PI isteiing, l.i.blS rijuiro feet , I’nicmsiit 
laid, , I.nrgt moulding stones from Worli quorio, G7G. All the large sliclics 
completed in the third casemate anti the end rooms (2J Ihc tno m.agarini's m the 
Castle Aicli misunty made of nia-raziiic .and IVarli stone, 3C72 tnliic fset , Anii 
masonry with bricKs, 2211, llumrli masonry, 0l7o, Phiitoniig, 112+ sfiuarufee* 
(>) At Fort George .\ri.h misonry made aiith m.aga/ino .and IV.arh stone, .'i07S 
cnhic feet. Arch masonry made with bricks, 7010, llougli m.asonry, 30,878, 
111 c.aiatcfl from the ditch hcfoic the n.a1an in the aolid rock, 20,810 ,*ria^lcrir;r, 
13,576 squ.ato feet , Fna cnient laid, J lOli, 



Iilatcnals-] 

AND ISLAND,' >103 

■which mij>hi; occasion serious hindrance in the defence of tliat part of the 
fortifications. The covered way and glacis of the Ciimhoi land ravelin 
remain unlimshed It is my duty lo point out that it is highly necessary 
this part should he completed. A-Q-y attack from the land side on the 
capital of this ravelin and its coveicd way might gieatly shorten 
a siege. In the present condition of the Cnmheilaiid lavchn the 
enemy would not fail with little delay lo make their lodgments 
on this'part. If the coveied wa}’ and glacis were finished, the enemy 
could not effect a lodgment except at the lisk of very great loss. 
The lajing of platforms on the north front is plainly equally ncccssaiy 
with any of the other woiks proposed. During a siege tlus outwoik 
without jilalfoinis would become almost uselecs Tin total want 
of bomb- 2 >ioofs, one of the chief defects of this fortilic,ilion, points 
to the necessity of comiileting the cast face of the Dock bastion 
wheie bomb-pioofs may be made for a considciable number of 
men. ‘ Derides in suppljmg bomb-proofs, the face of the Dock 
bastion when mounted with eight pieces of heavy camion would be of 
great senuce m harassing the entiance of an enemy’s licet into the 
harbour. I need scaiccly dwell on the impoi lance of levelling onr 
esplanade. If the e&jilanadc is not levelled the garrison mil find tlw 
enemy advance towards our works with greater raindity than ho would 
even under cover of hollow ways.*- The barracks round the Slahmcd 
Davey (]Mumba Dc\i) Tank to the north-west of Foit George, aie so 
laige as lo enable a large body of men to be perfectly socuie iiom the 
file of the place Tlic glacis of Fort Gooigo is also far from complete. 
In its picseut condition an enemy might in a vciy short time and 
without any material loss advance and make his batteries on the ciest 
of the glacis. As the great point during a siege is for the gariison as 
much as possible to retard the jirogioss of the enemy towaids their 
works, it follows tliat cveiything which can possibly contnbute lo this 
great jiurposc is of the highest iinport.ince Tlie peifcet levelling the 
esplanade, I declare to be one of the most effective mcauf. of lelaiding 
the enemy. Across aiicifectly level e.splanadc the enemy would ha\ e 
lo advance every steji with much labour and caution, lie will bo 
foiced to openh].s trenches at the greatest distance possible, anopeiation 
which ill -tins climate will gieatlj'' -fatigue and harass an European 
army and ictaid llicir jirogiess. 

The eontinuing the Rope Walk in its present dircotinii by maldng 
a bomb-proof under the lamiiait is auothci oliieet well deserving oL 
attention Dy tins means an additional urgently wanted boinb-inonf 
will bo added to tins garrison and the communication on the ramparts 
be laid open, the ineonvemcncc of any obsliuction lo winch is too ivell 
known The total want of bomb-proofs within this fortification would 
dm mg a siege subject tins garrison to the gieatcsL disa Ivantage. 
During a siege at least two-tliiids of the sejioys ought to lio at 
rest The want of any place that would affoid .sceiirity to that 
number would in a short time make the garrison so harappcd .and f.atigncd 
as to be almost unfit for common duties. This want of bomb-inoofs is a 
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defcc'. of futli ooiiEcqHcnce that •.tii'ct attention if. icquiicd to fccnre 
aMiflicienfc niimlxii to contain at least Uo thuds of this g.uii'-ou, A 
homb-pioof hosjiital and hakehou'-c aic also acquired togotliei uith 
homb-pioofb foi grain and othci provisions nccc«.nj' for su^tnuing a 
long «iege. As no plaec seems bettei e.ilciiliitcd for siieli buildings 
than under the rain 2 iaits which aic intended to lie added to the long 
wall by JIood\'’b b.iy, 1 would ])iopo>5C to have them built theic I am 
well convinced that when linished such a woik would piove of the 
highest importance and adaantage foi the sccuiity ot this iilace. 
lliiMiig maturely considcied the sitiution of the open space belweeu 
the castle and the upper dock, winch CKtends no less linn 570 juids 
in length, the inconvenience in fortifying the whole of this line would 
lie that any w oik that would be constincted llicrc would veiv much 
enci oach on the buildings ol the tow n and on the m.innc d It would 
nnjiedc the building ot ships and make the mud dock less convenient 
tli.in it IS at pi csent To obnate any obsli notion I haic pifijcctcd a 
slinit polygon sliowm by the j'cllow in the accomp!in 3 ing plan Tln.s 
will cfleclnallj' seciiic that side of the town and lij malaiig two cipen- 
ings one on each side of the bandar jnci, neither the launching of ships 
noi then oidmaij- ingieos and cgics-. wnll he in the least impeded I 
also piopoFc to make a gate under the lamparts which will be ])laeed at 
the end of the bandar laci Ihc flight of steps hcfoic the fiont of this 
gate will make landing icij' commodious oven at low’ water The hie 
of the cannon planted on tins woik, between the Castle and (he 
liaiidai, w’lll also he moicdiiccton the harbour than it is from the 
jiicsent batleiy which may remain as it now’ is until the new pioposcd 
woik IS raised so high as. to imjiede its fiie Having thus j».aili- 
culanzcd the several aliovc mentioned works all and" each as 
indispensably nccessaiy to Ijo eomidetcd, and W’ltlioul the comidebon of 
which this I'oiliricaliou cannot be said to lie in a slate of common defence, 
how' fai it m.x}’ he piudent to deter the execution of them j’our 
lloiiouiablc ]3o.nd <aic the best judges 

Agiccable to the oideis of youi Honour I shall now’ proceed to point 
out such woiks as claim our picforence to be earned into immediate 
cvucution 111 C'onFC<]uonce of the liimlatiuns to one Iftkli of iiipccs a j'O.'U 
'J’lus allowTince w ill not admit ot moi e llian 800 men being emidoj cd, 
w'iiosc pay tngetliei with the cost of matciials will neailj’ amouiii to 
that sum I piupuso these 800 men be emploj’cdiii the following 
manner : 


] Fui the cinnaillcie woil; ... . 3T)Q 

2 Foi a inagaaiiic in tin- goige of llie i bnhtiiui . , 100 

3 Foi the new work bctncLJi tlic Castle anil clubi: ... 300 

-I Fill laiiiig the phttfoiin ol the iioith front 60 


Tot.-il . 8(i0 

I have Ibus disposed of the 800 men and liax o been neeessitalcd to 
alloxv 50 men le..s foi the cicmaillcic woik than I pioposcd in mj' erti- 
mate which I g.aac to Colonel Egeiton witliout Iwing able to prondc 
ioi the coieit waj’ and glaeis bi’ the Ciimbeilaiid lavclm noi foi .uu’ 
of the olbei w’oiks befoicmenlioncd As tomiileting the Cumliciland 
glacis and coicicd way is of verj gicat couscquciicc and as it is a woik 
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not expensive and willi 300 men will most piobably be Rnisbediu about 
four months time, I cannot help inleiesting myself in its completion by 
proposing that 300 men moie be employed on this woik, which as soon 
as fiuislied may be immediately after discharged if your Honour 
shall think proper. I must not omit mentiomng Fort Geoi'go which is 
alieady so far completed as not to demand an attention in equal pio- 
portion to the beforemeutioned works. Although I am well convinced 
that from the beginning it has been a gieat mistake to make the 
foitificatious BO extensive, still, as the greatest expense has alread}' been 
incuricd, it seems pioper those which aio .already nearly finished should 
be cntiiely completed, even rhould it be hereafter found more convenient 
to reduce our fortilication nithin a smallei compass, that, in case of an 
attack, nothing may be wanted for those woiks that maj' prove condu- 
cive towards a ngoroiis defence. To prevent Fort George falling easily 
into an enemj-'s hands, the danger and inconvenience of which must be 
too obvious to your Ilonoiir, also since I have laid in materials which 
aio alieady charged to this work on the pajunastcr’s books and which 
cannot be removed without an additional expense, I leave it to the con- 
bidciation of your Honourable Boaid whether befoie an entire stop is 
put to this work the materials alieady laid in should not lie expended. 
'Pliis may be done b}' employing 100 men moie for about one year. 
Tt^'liile 1 have the honour to communicate my sentiments to your 
Honourable Boaid on this subject, I beg leave at the same time to offer 
my oinnion on what works should lie completed in succession, after those 
works mentioned in the foregoing jiaits of this letter have been 
ontiiely finished. On the supposition that we should still continue to 
follow Colonel CampbolFs plan after all the above iccommciidcd woiks 
have been completed, my opinion is that the inteiior pails of Fort 
George togcthei with the casemated icdoubt within the line of com- 
mumcation, and every pait of the said line, be the first taken in hand 
and finished ; then the alteiation of the jMoor and Banian bastions pro- 
posed to piocurc a flanking file to the Church, HoJges, and Cumbciland 
lavchns, m which they aie at present deficient j then the advanced 
indoubt on the capital of Granby's invclin ; then the completion of 
the alteration to the Sfandvi bastion audits eivaliei ; then the casemated 
icdoubts in the rc-enteiing angles of tlie envelope of the north front ; 
then the lunette by the Mandvi bastion ; and lastly the completion of the 
dock pier. As the 2 ilatforms which ai e Lately oidercd to be laid with stone, 
as also tlie new plastciing and icpaiiing the iiaiapels and banquettes of 
the works all round the town, come propcily under the aiticlc of ro- 
jiairs, I beg leave to piopose that an older be given that all ropaiis be init 
on a sejiaiate head and not mixed with the outlay on new foi tifications. 
I also beg leave to iufoim your Honour tliatthc sea docs continually 
so much encroach by the Queen's lunette bcfoie the Royal bastion that, 
if some precaution is not soon taken, it ivill veiy shortly wash part 
of the glacis away, A hue of rough wall well made without moi tar 
will be Bufliciont. I therefoie lequcst your Honour's oidcrs accoid- 
ingly.* 
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On the 23ulJiily 1777, the same day the aLo\e Icttei uas. icad, llie 
Board passed the following oideis A lettei from the piincipal eiigi- 
iieci in con*-equeiico of oiii oidci and letolution on the last Council day 
was lead, lu which he desciibes the ^ciy impeifect stale of oui foiU- 
fications and the additions which he judges necessaiy to he made thereto 
Tlie piesence ot the engineoi being deemed iieces'.uy while this sulijcct 
is under considciation he attends and aiiswcis sundry inteiiogato.ips 
put to him by the seicial membeis. After wciglung this matlci 
thoioiighly the icoult ofoui delibciatioii is thit, cncuinsciibcd ns weaie 
by the Honourable Compan 3 ’soideis, nothing is leit to us but to apply 
in the most beneficial mannei we can the lakh of lupecs allowed foi oui 
aniinal foi hlication expenses As the ciigincci i epie-ents that iiiidei that 
limitation not above bUO men cau be emplojeil, it is icsoUcd that he lie 
diieeted to complete the woikmen to that niimlioi and to confine them 
entirely to those woiks ton aids flic sea pointed out in his lettei as 
elaiuiing a prcfeicnce to be caiiicd into immediate execution The woiks 
iindci tins dc'ciiption aie the eiem.iilleie noik in jiloody’s baj', the 
magazine in the goige of the jM.tndii Iiastion, and the ncwpiopo'-od’ woik 
betw ecu the Ca'^tle and the dock, avIulIi the cngineci must comjilcte 
as fast as the numbei of men allowed him will peimit Tiie engincci 
Alas paiticulaily inteiiogatcd whether the A\-oik between the Cadle 
and the dock might not be attended w ith injiii}' and ineonA-emciice to 
the docks bypiCACiitiug thcictuin of the mud and diit biought in aaiIIi 
the tide To this he answers that he liad pai hculailj' pronded against 
that objection by conslnictinff the Avoik on such laige aiehcs ns ticclj' 
to pciinit of the rctuin of wbatcA-ei lo biought m hj’ the tide It must 
be iccommendcd to the Honoiiiablc Comjianj' m the maiinei the impoi- 
tauce of the subject lequiies to peimit us to pioceed in hmshing oiii foiti- 
iicatious, ccpeciallj’ those lowaids the sea aaiUi moic expedition than the 
restiiction laid upon us in oui cxpeii'-cs aa ill allow'. The expense of 
icjians to the ayoiLs and of ncw'-lajnng the pLitfoims must be kept on a 
sepal ate liead, and not blended aaiIIi the chaige of new foitifications to 
AA-hith Avc shtili devote the whole sura allow cd by the llonouiablo Company 
The w.all of loiigh stones to jnCA'cnt tlie eiioioaehment of the sea on the 
Queen's lunette must lie caiiicd iuto execution forthwith ^ 

On the 26tli jMaich 1777 JIi. L NiI--on the pimcipal engineoi 
AAiototo GoA'einmciit As tlie town dikh is no iv become so a'cia' foul 
a" to icqimc to be thorouglilj' cleaned, 1 take tlie lilieitj' to lepic'cnt to 
j^oui Huuoiii the neccssitj' of entci taming about tif teen bundled laboincis 
foi tLit puipo^e As such a numbei cannot alw.ays be bad, I beg le-aie 
to piopose tliat tlicj' should be cntcitained immediately andemploj'od m 
the inleiim on the toitifieations fiom aa hence tbej' aaiII be discluiiged as 
soon as the cleaning of the ditch is begun I thciefoie icqucst j'ouv 
Ilonoui would lie pleased to giAe an oidci foi tins pmpose, as the 
militia IS entiiclj' insufficient foi this cxtensu'c Avoik which ie({iiiies 
desp.itch, and cannot he done eireclu.Allj' w ith a less nninhor ot men 
lh.an Ailiat I i>iqio=c. I fui thoi lieg Ic.aa e to icprcscnt that the foulness 
of the ditch aaiII evci he AXij gie.at and the AA'atci tlieicof a’Cij' oficnsiAC 
to the inhabitants, wide tlie commou ecaa-cis of the toAAn aio sufteied 


^ Horn. Goa. CouEultat'on 23id Julj 1777, Pul) Diaij 71 of 1777, 300-302. 
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lo difcliargo ilicm?elvcs into at. I woaild llicicfore piopose tliat sewers 
l)c made to dif-charge them'.elvcs into the sea .as it will be a means o£ 
liiccervmg llic water of tlic town dilcli puiei, and conscfpiontly prove 
moie salutaiy to the inhabil.inls than .at piesent.^ 

On the 1st Apiilon leading the above letter the Boaid observe : Bead 
a letter fiom tlie .acting- pimcipal engineer sotting- I'oith the necessity 
of cleaning the ton n ditch and proposing that a fiii thcr miinber of 
l.ihonrcis should he cntei tamed for tliat pmiiose. llcsolvcd th.i,t orders 
he given for cleaning the tomi ditch in tlio most effectual manner and that 
InUO men he inimediatel}’ i-aised for this service who must be employed 
upon the £ortiiic.at]ons until the p-opei se.ason siriives foi setting about 
the other noik. And as the common seweis which are dischaiged into 
the ditch m.alre the n.aloi- vciy oll’cnsive and we arc inclined To think 
must .aliect the hc.iUh of the inhahilants, it is fiii-thcr ordcicd that 
estimates he piopaicd of the expense of making scwci-r lo disclui-ge 
themselves into the sea which in every respect must he prefciahle to the 
picsciit ones.' 

On the Ifith Apiil the Lnginpcr writes: Agi-cc.ahlc to the commands 
of yonr Ifonouiahlo l) 0 <aid 1 have given the necescai 3 '- directions for 
enteiiiig loUO lalxmrei-s for cleaning the loini ditch. I h.avo not yet 
been able lo got any on this island, owing as lam informed lo the 
gicat Fe.aicity of lahouiing peojilc. 1 fear likewise that I shall not have 
the numbei oidcred nor pi-obahlj' half tliat number at the time they are 
ivantcd As in this case so noeessaij'- a work cannot be carried into 
clleetu.al execution I t.ikc the libcitj- to in-ojiooe to j'oiir Honoui's con- 
sideration whether, as they aio now so ver}'- ditlicult lo be li.ad, it would 
not bo ])i-o]icr to lestoi-c the foimcr pay of the lubourcis sixt 3 '’-llirec j-cs 
(21 OA-) a daj* If this encouragenient iveie oUcicd it is probable I shall 
not find it so baid to get the number of people oidorcd foi this 
impoi taut SOI vice I also beg leave to icpiesent to j'onr Honour that 
thcic aie now on the old works of this g.ai'i-iFon sixtj* lotten wooden 
pLatfoims wliicli should be removed and replaced with stone platfoims. 
J tlieiofoic -wait j'our Honour's oi-dois for that pm pose 

On receipt of the above letter at a Consultation the 16lli Apiil 1777 
the Bombay Council ob-jcvve: Bead a Ictfcr from the acting pi inci]).al 
ongineev lepiecentiiig that it is out of his power to r.aise the number 
of lahoureis wanted for cleaning- the ditch upon Iho present lodnced 
J>a 3 ', .and pioposmg that the pa^' of these iicoplc be incie.asod to the 
foiinor standaid As tins is a nicasuie we Avish to avoid from tbo bad 
coii'secpicnces such a piecedcnt will piodnce, though at the same time 
wc aic sensible that it is ali«olutely neec'sary the ditch should he 
cleaned, it is agieod as the better expedient to omploj-- the sepoys off 
duty on this woik and to .allow' such as choose to bo emploj'cd therein 
the same pay as the other labourcis cxclusiye of their pay ns sepoja?. 
The unseiviecable wooden platfoims mentioned in the cng-incci's letter 
must be taken up and leplaced w’lth stone ones * 
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< rnncipal Engineer to Go\eimncnl 20 th March 1777, Pul). Diarj’ 71 of 1777, 181. 
- r.om Gov Consultation let Apiil 1777, Pub. Diaiy 71 of 1777, 171. 

■> Prmciiial Engineoi tofioit ICth April 1777,' Pub Iliniy 71 of 1777, 220-227. 

* IJoiii, Uoi . Consultation IGth April 1777 , Pub. Diniy 71 of 1777, 223 - 221. 
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_ The following ontiy in the Bombay Diaiy of Apiil SOtli shows that 
in spite or the above order Uie cngincei could not pioeuie a suaicient 
numbei of sepoys ■ Bead a lefctoi fiom the acting piineipal engincoi 
acquainbing us that he cannot piucure a sutllcient numbci of sepois for 
the puipose of cleaning the ditch and pioposing as the onlj* expedient 
foi getting woilcmcn foi this sei vice that they bo allowed the same pay 
as the people employed in the docljs, the work being cquallvlaboiioiis 
The neccs‘-ity of the case obhges us to agiee to tlus piopos,d and their 
pay must be augmented aecoidinglj-. But as it seems to us ihit tlio 
ditch may he moie effectually cleaned by letting the sea into it than by 
any othei method, a report must be nude wlictlici tlie tides use to a 
sufficient height for this pniposc ^ 

In puiEuance of the above oidei the engineer on the ffiid Jlav 
mites legal fling the use of the tides: Having caicfully exainiiie'd 
JiGW high the spring tides use aliove the sills of the sluices of the town 
ditch, 1 find that upon a medium it rises aliont thiee feet, and at 
veiy high springs something more. But as the quantity of water that 
would lie received thiough the sluices dunng the highest pail of the tide 
would not mneh exceed a fcot in height above the sills of the shuees 
tluoughout the whole suiface, the benefit aiwng from lotting the sea 
water into the town ditch would tlieiefoio in my opinion be veiy 
small. And w CIO it possible enluely to fill the diteh the slowness of 
its dischaige tliiough the slnices would occasion so gieata quantity of 
mud to he left liehiiid as would gieatly incommode us * 

On ie.iding the above leport from the piincipal cngineci of the 
height of tlio tides tlie Boaid oideicd on the 7th May that by way of 
experiment the sea be lot into that port of the itch next to the 
Bazh' Gate." 

In Octobei 1777 the engineer piopo=ed a plan of bavmg flat- 
hottomed boats to clean the ditch. This plan did not meet with the 
approval of the Boaid On the 22nd Octobei they icmaik An 
e-.timato of the expense of building tw'clvc flat-hottomed boats foi the 
puipose of cleaning the ditch is now' laid bcloro us, amoiiiiting.to 
Rs, 3G00, Tins appeanng too considerable an expense for the object 
the engincci is now' called before ns and asked if proper boats cannot 
lie hued fiom time to time, oi stages made to answer the same 
purpose as the flat-hottomed lioats .As ho seems to tliink tins may be 
clone, and as tlus last method will be attended with a much smillei 
expense, the pioject of budding these boats is given up * 

On the 21st Jannaiy 1778 the principal engineer submits the 
following progress icpoit . In obedience to the commands of yoai 
Honourable Board I have now the honour to lepoit the piogices ol ilie 
new’ fortifications since the 21st of December 177G At Foil Gcoige 
a great pait of the glacis Las been filled up, the covert way comjilclcJ, 
two small ditches before the faces of the two north bastions liavo 
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been excavalcfl, one of whi'cli is completed and palisaded, tlie esfcicmity 
of tlie ditcli before the envelojic has been paliwled, and the paiapets 
and etnbrasnies on the cast side finished. A lei race lias been laid 
over the noitli-ivcst bastion to sociiie the magazine under the said 
bastion fiom damps. The slope of the soutli-ivest bastion h.is been 
terraced and the cistern toi raced and plastered. The cascm.itcd 
redoubt has been completed except its draivbiidgcs, the coimtcrscaip 
completed, all the bleaches in the line of communication stopped up, 

, and the new line of communic.ation finished. The south extremity of 
the ditch of Foit George and the ditch before the noith side of the 
line of communication base been palisaded. A magazine under the 
north-west bastion lus been floored with plank and completed. 

In the castle all the plastciing and tciracing which lemaiucd undone 
has been flni>-hed, two worlang rooms in the lahoratoij' have been 
floored with plank, and a compound wall ivitli palisading has been ciceted 
round the building of the laboratory. The passage to the bomb-inoof 
magazine has been completed and one of those magazines flooied with 
plank. A new doorway has been made to the old ground magazine 

On the ciemaillere work the levetmont of two ndw faces has been 
cntiiely completed and the ramparts of three faces filled up with e.irtli. 
Half the levetmont of a thud* face has been ciccted and the parallels 
and cmbiasiircs for seven pieces of cannon havo been brought up and 
eight new' stone platioims have been laid. 

On the town wall rcpaiis havo been completed to the banquettes and 
paiapols of four bastions awl tin ce cm tains, namely fiom thc^Dock 
bastion to the Stanhope bastion. Thii t 3 ’’-lhree old unserviceable 
platforms have been removed and the lamparts of the nliolc repaiicd. 

'I'he new work which lias boon onlcicd to be earned into execution 
on the open space between the castle and the dock n ill he started the 
heg railing of next month. Tlie want of a sulficient quantity of 
roalcrials has pi evented the magazine in the goige of the Alaiidvi 
bastion fiom hciiig hcgiiii nliich I sliall bo able to start some lime next 
month. I beg leave to take Hub oiiportiinity of expiessing my gralcfnl 
thanks for the appointment of major aii^ chief ciigiiieoi, the dut}- of 
which I shall ever make my paiiicular aim to cairy into oxcciitioii 
nitli all possible attention ^ 

'In comimim'cating the above repoittolbe Court the Domlw,}’’ Gov- 
ernment in tlicir letter of 25th Januaij*’ 1778, p.ara 5-", add' The .sum 
liraitcd by you will admit of our emplojuiig onlj'^ 800 men with which 
no great expedition can he made in completing those works tliough .all 
the others aie m the mcantiinc at an entire stand Notmthstandiiig 
the laigc sums expended on our £oi tilications the town is still veiy open 
towards the sea and so long as that is the case wc cannot derive much 
soeiuitj' from our other woiks. It gives us jiain touige j'ou on this 


* Principal EngfiiJcer Mr Nilmn to OoTOrmiicnt Cist ^.iii ITfS, Piili Diftry 73 of J/7S, 
48-03. Uomliay to Court 25th .Tnii. 177S parn 02 , Pub. Dep, betters to the Court 
Vol. 24 of 1777 - 1778, 13. Poi the quantity of inasoni) erected scepsp's 19-52 ofPuh. 
Diaiy 73 of 1778. * 
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head aftei the great expenses you have already incuired "But ivo 
think it oui duty to lecommend to youi most seiious consi-Jeiation the 
necessity o£ poimitting us to proceed with the utmost expedition in 
finishing oui foitifications especially low.ards the sea In the me m- 
timc ive have icsolvcd to devote to the new foitiGeations the whole siini 
you have allowed and to keep a scpaiatc account o£ allnecessaiyicpaiis 
to our 11 oiks and huildmga ^ 

On the 19th March 1778 the Couit mite to Bomba}’ • Hanng 
taken into our most senous con=ideiation the lejiresentation contained 
in yonr ‘cciet lottei of the 29th July last, we pioceod to m.ikc such 
ohsci rations thereon and to give such further instructions concerning 
the foilihcations at Bomha}' as nx>pcai to ns necesc,ny at this junctuic 
The loth January 1776 j'ou leccived the oidcis nluch icstiictcd 
you to theyeaily expendituie of one lakh of rupees on public noiks 
and buildings and likewise the opinion of Colonel Campbell respecting 
works calculated for the immediate defence ot Bombay As this 
opinion was tiansmittedfoi your ob«er\ation, only, you weie diicctcd 
to call upon yoiii chief engineer for a plan of such woiks as lie might 
think necessary to be liist completed, togethci with au estimate of the 
gloss ehaigc and of the spccafic sum to be expended on each paitieulav 
part Two months afteiwaids, namely the 21st Maich 1770, joii 
ndiiEC ns that our orders had been commnmcated to the chief engineer, 
tliat he had not then given his opinion of the works proper to be 
completed, tliat 3 ’ou mil however take caie that the annual expense 
shall not exceed our oideis, and it was mth pleasure 3 'ou infoimed us 
tliat the whole amount of thenewfoitificationpaymaster'bdisbuiscmcnt 
liad been no gi cater thanBs 5o,357 for tlie year pieceding With 
these mateiials before ns we weie led to hope that Es 1,00,1)00 a 
year would be moie tlian suOicicnt for such public works as iveie 
immediately necessary for the defence of Bombay Wo find no general 
plan prepared of u oiks to he completed, accompamed by the estimate 
refiuired fiom youi chief engineer in consequence of our oideis on the 
subject But in youi Consultation of the 30th January a letloi is 
cnteied fiom Alajor Nilson containing an estinute ioi lepaiiing 
magazines in the castle amounting to Es S035. In Decemliei 1770 
the Major repoits several works done in the castle and at Fort Gcoige 
audinfoims you that the scarcity and dearness of tunbei liavc pi evented 
him from laimg bcfoio you the estimate oidcicd for the several 
woiks that remain to be put in execution ; that so soon as anv dctoimmed 
price shall be fixed, he mil dclivei it unto tlie Board Of tliis veiy 
unsatisfactoiy icpoit you transmit us a copy mthout an observation 
of 101U own for OUI fuithcr information In the same lettei you 
acquaint us that little pi ogress liad for some time been made in the 
works not indeed on account of the dearness of tiinbci as notified by 
Major Nilson hut omng to the small unmlisi of woikmen employed 
and to our limitation of the sum to lie expended The 29tli of July 
1777 you infoiTU us that the town toivaids the sea is almost entirely 
open and think you should be permitted to pioceedmth more expedition 


• Tub. Dcp. Letters to tlio Court Vol. 24 of 1777 • 1778, 14. 
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in completing’ tlic foi lifiGitions AVe are really at a loss how to .answer 
these c\triioi (Unary advices and paiticularlj' your iccjinsition for le.ive 
to proceed nilh ^icatcr expedition. In the first place we were ffiven 
to imdeist.and that our oidcrs had liecn communicalcd to the chief 
engineer, and consequently we had a right to expect that pl.ans and 
esumalcs would ha soon ti.ansmiltcd to ub. Jii the same letter you 
signiCv to us -mth much pleasure that the sum expended in the year 
picceding our oiders h.ad been little moie than half the amount 
authoiizcd by us foi the succeeding year, and shoilly aftei wards that 
no gro.atpiogicss has been made in tlie woiks,bociinse we h,a\oiestnclcd 
the expense The next information on tlie subject is that estimates 
aie postponed, because timber is dear. And now wc arc told that the 
town is almost cntiiely ojiGn'to the r-ai and tltat wc ought to permit 
you to proceed with greater expedition. It is not sufiicient that 
Ave leeite the above ciicumstancos to piove 3 'onr inconsistency, hccau'-o 
j'oui letter implies that j'ou liavc not been permitted to piocccd with 
the necc' 5 &.ai 3 ’ cxiiedition But .allowing that in 1775 the Court of 
Diicctois Averc of opinion tlbit it Avas ncces^arA' to limit the expense to 
beincniredin foitificaliou and buildings, in AA'hich opinion Ave most 
hcaiLil^' concur, it Avas ncveithele^s tlieir plcasuie that jilans .and 
estimates of the noccssai}* woiks should lie prcpaied Their pot-itiA'C 
oidcis left you no disci otionary ktiludc on tho'-c points. Have jou 
then taken these piopaiatorj' measures ? llav'c wc been thcicby ciiafilcd 
to judge of the piopncty of extending the sum to be expended on 
fortifications, and have avc on proper inlornution refused to have such 
necessary AA'orks completed ? Wcie notouroidois of 1775 explicit ? 
II.aA'c 3 ’on neglected or fulfilled them? Did 3 'ou lemonstiatc or at all 
acquaint us AAdien you icccivcd those oiders that the tOAvn Avas in dangci 
and the sum allotted b}’ us madcqu.ato to put it in a slate of defence ? 
Did not 5 'our answer rather impl}’’ that a less sum Avoiild hai'C In’cn 
sullicieiil, bec.ausc little more than half the amount had been expended 
in the iireccding A’e.ai’ Aie avc noAv to admit that, bcc.ansc timber 
bears a Ingli piice no estimate could be formed ? If timber be dear, it is no 
doubt .an nnfaA'oui.Ablo circumstance and Avill enlarge the amount of .an 
estimate. Jtc.auiiot rcndci an estimate impi.aclicablo or improper. The 
usual piice of tiraher might liaA^e hecn estimated, the excess might also 
have been estimated, and it Av.as n’ortli}' 3 ’'ourconbidei.ation at least ivliethcr 
a temporaiy advance of the piice of timber could be considcicd b}’ us as 
a suflicieiit excuse foi abrcacb of our most posiliia* oidcis. You now .al.arm 
US b}' icpoi tin g the toAvn open toAv.irds the sea, but Avitli this report 3 'ou give 
us no estimate of the expense to be iiicuiicdin nuiking it sale. In short, 
after sustaining bcav 3 ’ losses .and expeiiencinggicat .abuse in conducting 
the public AA'orks at Bombay, after finding the person Avlio had the 
immediate .and 2 nincip.al dneclion of those works appealing to members 
of tlic Council for a proof of his haAang enjo 3 'ed great emoluments 
arising fiom ovcrchaigcs and consequently from impositions on the 
Company for sei'cral 3 -ears together, and afliiniing that such emoluments 
Averc received Avith the knowledge and without the disajijirobation of 
the Council, unless vre wall neA'crtholcss continue to invest 3 'ou Aidth an 
unlimited aullionty for the disposing of our piojierty at your discretion, 
we arc to have our commands disieg.aided, and by diicct implication 
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bo given to nndciiitaud that we are oni -selves responsible foi mdeiB 
which may oventually hazaid the safely of the scttlemeut. Yom List 
lettei wh’ch conveys to us a geneiiil idea that the woiks towards the 
sea aie open was received by ns the 9th ultimo Wo cmbiace the 
caihest oiipoiluinty of iepl3'ing thereto, anil, unpronded as wo aio 
wnlli any estimate coneeiiiing the expense of the piopo'-ed woiks oi the 
latitude j'ou maj' think ncecssaij' ioi 3'our future pieccedmgs, wo 
li.iie thought pioper to consult 3 oui late engineci lesiicctiiig the sura 
rcqiiibite and the tune nccesFar3'’foi jiutlnig thefoitificalion&of Bomba3' 
in a piopci sLite of defence. Befoie we deseend to pailiculain. 011 
llio'-o two points we must obseive that Colonel Keating, on heiiig 
made acquainted wntli the icpicsentation contained in 3’oni last lettei, 
luis giicn it as Ins opinion that although fiom the doet lucr to jMood3' 
ba3' liank a space of neail3' 800 3'aid‘5 isfoi the most p.iifc open, 3'efc 
that jl IS seemed and icndcrcd ■\er3' formidable b3' 55 jiicccsof cannon 
from I’lcr bastion, Bandai piei, Powhs's battei3', thice fionts of the 
Castle crcmaillcio w oik, and Mod3' ba}' flank. And th.it, as capital ships 
c.iunot anebor neiicr to the woik> than *150 I'aids, he thinks that 
(bstance ton gicat to admit of then top-liic gaflnig the aitillei3Tncn 
while woiking the guns, and finall5'’ that no gieat daugei is to be 
ajipieliended ftom the Piench, should the3' attempt a m.iinie attack 
on the I'land of Bomliay. We tiansmii these paihculais meiely 
foi 3'oni ob'-civation without being able to attirn 01 den}' that 3’ou 
ought to adopt the ideas theicin contained. We must necessaiil3' 
depend upon i-om vigilance to pievcnt suipiise and trust to I'onr 
wi'-dom courage and tideht3'^ to lepol an invasion b3’’ 01013 means in 
3'our pow Cl should it take place fiom any qiiaitci wdutcvei. xViid .is 
ire find it possible that under all cncumstanccs landing on the island 
ma3' bo effected, e3pec]all3'£iom Malum or Siilsettc, 3-011 will, we doubt 
not in case of snob event, pa3- a particular regaid to our seeiel 
instructions of the .30th Jannai3' foi opposing the landing of an eneni3' 
and for oL'-tiucting then appioachb3- disputing 01015'^ step of the 
gioiind between the sea and the town of T3omba3'. In icgaid to 
the tune necc'!<!ai3' foe completing the fortifications Colonel Keating 
IS of ojunion that m one fan sca^^on 01 m about eight months time the 
defences on tlie land side mn3’' be icndcicd impregnable, and that, in ' 
.two seasons at the most, the whole of the foitilications in the islaiut of 
Bomba3' including the W’oilis towards the "ca ma3' be entncl3'’ finished. 
He assiues us that moic w’oilc tli.in that which lomains to be done 
has been accomplished b3' him in the course of two fan seasons 
Ilespeetmg the sum to be allowed for the above 2)uipo‘.es, the Culoucl 
has declaied that no cngmcei c.in supeiintend moic woik than is done 
lor the sum of Its 35,000 a month provided due caio be taken to sec 
itfiugall3- andproroil3- applied Having no doubt oiluslieing ablcfiom 
cxpeiience to ascei fain as ncarl3'’ as ma3 be the above facts we heiohy 
anthoiise 3'ou to expend, if necessaii', to the amount of Its 2,80,000 in 
the ensuing ycai and the like sum the 3001 following on the foitilications 
of I3omlia3'. We ahsolulcl3’ diicct that the w'hole be .niipiopiiatcd to 
those woiks .alone whuh arc calculated foi the mimcdiatc defence of 
the place and tliat no part thcicof be ovjicndcd on othci buildings or 
repaire on ani accoimt 01 'picleiicc whaleioi. 
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We once more direet that plans and estimates he forthwith prepared as 
spcciliud in our oiders of 1775 and transmitted bj^ the first opportunity 
ioi onr information. Wc again enjom the stiictcst fingality in the 
cxccntiou of the works and have only to add that if we find you 
dcliuicnt in 3'our attention to these our oidcis and instructions we shall 
consider 3 on as unuorth3'^ of our confidence and as impioper persons to 
till the stations winch 3'ou hold m our eervice.^ 

Itcgaiding the cleaning of the tomi ditch on the ] 0 th June 1778 
the principal engineer lepoi is • As the time diau's near for cleaning 
the town ditches I take the lilicitv to address 3'Oiiv Honour on that 
sub.jcct and to request an order for entertaining £01 the puiposc 500 
lahoni CIS at the same rate of pa 3' the3’' wore allowed last 3'ear whicli 
was 70 I’cs a da3\ In carrying out the present labonous works towards 
tlio harbour, I am obliged I0 lay the foundation for the levctnionts in 
places where the mud is vei3'’ deep This makes the labour so great 
that mau3'' labouieis Lave left tire woiks tiiinking their pay inadequate 
to tlio SCI rice they peifoim As all laboniers at present emplo3Td on 
laborious work at this place earn 70 jcs a da3'', I beg leave to pioiiose 
that I ho allowed to entertain 200 labomers at the rate of 70 les a day 
for la3ing the foundations of the lei'ctments. 

Having latel}’ . eiaimincd the state of the artillery baviacks in tJie 
castle, I thinlc it m3'’ dut3’’ to acquaint 3'our Honour that being situated 
immediately under the south cuitam it is entirely unsafe to transport 
any cannon 01 stoics over them as the}' must inevitably in so doing fall 
in, tbe timber woik being eiitirel3'^ rotten and in maiy iilaces tho 
planks which supported the tenaces are fallen down or mouldered 
awa}'. In the very same condition is the pavement o\ er the gateway 
leading mto tho castle j the ivood-woik which supports the teiiace tliat 
coveis the cistern is also dcca^'ed. I therefore beg leave to pioposo as 
we have very few bombproofs, that these barracks together with the 
g.‘itewa3' and cistern he made bombproof, this being the most economi- 
cal as well as the most useful method of repairing them. Had tho3'’ been 
made so at first, any future repairs would Im e been nnncccssavy. 
Should 3'oni Honour judge pi oper to have these icpairs made m the 
r, manner I propose, I ii'ill deliver m a iilan and estimate for that 
purpose as soon as possible.'^ 

On leading the above letter the Board, direct • 500 labourers must 
he entoi tamed £01 the purpose of cleaning tbe ditch at the same pay 
as last 3'oav. Tor the leasons assigned b3' the en^neer we permit of 
the ad\ aiiced pa3' being allon ed tj 200 labourers emi)lo3'’ed 111 la3’iiig 
the foundatiou of the new work -towaids the sea. He must he duect- 
cd with all expedition to deliver in a plan and estimate of the proposed 
jcjiaiis to the castle.'* 

On the 1 st July 1778 , in consequence of the difficulty of proenring 
lahoureis, the Bomba3'’ Council ducct : As there is a vei3' great 
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(liflicuUy ill piocuiing labouicis .and nialenals Eor Companj'^s iioiks, il 
is ipsolvcd that a publication be issued pi ohibiting any new' piivate 
buildings to be uiidci taken or cbunani burnt till pei mission is again 
given toi that jiuipo'-o ^ 

The new fortification pajinastei lepoiting that 60 coige of Bassem 
timber is wanted for the new woiks and that he can puichasc the 'arae at 
Bs SltT Iheeoige, Government oideicd (Ist Julj' 1778) that the timbei 
aftei being ^^l^t duly suive} ed bj' the engineer be pm chased aceoidmglj-.- 

Tlie Couit’s 2 )iotcst of the lOtli ]M.iieh 1778 led to the piibmis-ion 
oE tlio following detailed lepoit by the iniiiciival engineei, dated the 
28fh Apiil 1779 : llavmg maluiely eonsideied the picsent state of 
the foitilicalions, togethci with then defects and the best method to 
lemedy the same, 1 now, agieeabic to the llonouiable Oompaiij-'s 
commands of the 19tli Hlaicli 1778, lay befoie yoiii Honour my 
thoughts and iiropo'-als iclativc to this subject I fIuU point out the 
difleienl woiks ncce=Faiy to be uudci taken in oidei to lendci these 
foitilicatious ns complete as then oiiginal constiiiction mil admit in 
oidei to put tlio s.'unc in the best possible state of defence. 'J'ho inc- 
sent extent of oiii esplanade is only 600 y.aids fioni llie '■ahent angle 
of the rnncc^s bastion and -lOO j'aids fioin Foit Geoige So fai 
fiom tins distance Iwing sufficient it is baiely half tlio distance 
lequiied. In Ins letter to tlic Honouinhle Boai^ in 1768 Lieutenant- 
Colonel Campbell expicssly recommends that to the distance of 800 
jards the csiilaimdc be cleaied of all buildings and using giounds 
'Phis distance i« undoubtedly the least winch ought to bo cleaied 
Supposing .an enemy faiily lauded and lodged in the sulmibs at the 
distance the buildings now stand, he will have the adv.inlage of henig able 
to open Ins ticncliOh on the salient angle of the rnnee’s bastion SOO y.aids 
ue.iici the pl.ice than he could if the esplanade was of a pioiici extent 
Again, opposite Foil Gcoige, an enemy has it in his power to oiect 
hatteiies under eovei of the bniliLngs at the distance of ‘JOO yaids, .a 
veiy eomeinent distance foi his fiist bat tones He will have the 
advantage of foiining small paiks of aitillciy for the snpidy of the 
•ittacks close to the opening of the tienches which could not be done if 
the cs 2 )lauadc extended to IttOO yaids fiom the foi tific.ations, '11ns 
nearness would gioatly facilitate his woik®, p.avticu1aily the cneiira- 
slaiice of his being able to suiqily lus battoiios wuUi stoics lioni lh.it 
slioit distance For w'hcn the csidanade is eleaicd to the distance 
w Inch it ought to bo, the enemy will then have to bung Ins stoics to 
the salient angle of the Piincc’s bastion at least 40U yaids fuitlier 
tlian he lus at luescnt and 600 y.iids fuitbci to his attack on Foil 
Gcoige. a cncumstance wdnch cannot £iil gicatly to add to the fatigue 
of an Euiopean enemy in this climate duiing a siege In shoit tlie 
jnesent small esplanade w'onld enable .an enemy to save both time and 
men in lus attacks It is almost ncedlose, to mention tlie gio.it 
advantage an enemy w'ould leap fiom being .ible to keep the best part 
of lus aiiny nndci covci of the houses at so shoit a distance leady to 


• Bom. 6oi Con<;nUation let July 1778, rub. Djirj 74 of 1776, .tIO. 
= Bom Oov. Diary lat July 1778, Tub Diary 74 of 177S, 510-511. 
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support the ticnclies whenever anj’ considciahle sally is made fiom the 
ganisonupon any of his works. As the great object dining a siege 
IS as long as iiossible to keep the enemy at a distance and to throw 
eveiy obstacle in his nay in order to obstmet or ictaid his norks^ the 
having an esplanade of a piopci extent is one of the gieat moans for 
ellecting this purpose. Aflei nhat I have advanced I believe theie 
can icm.aiii no doubt that our esplanade is by much too small and that 
it consequently ought to be cnlaigod. I theieforc gi\o it as mj- 
opinion that as soon as possible the whole c.splanade should be 
cleaied of all buildings to the distance of 1000 j-ards fiora every part 
of the foitiflcations, that is 400 yaids fmdher than .at piceent fionrihe 
salient angle of the Pnnee’s bastion and 600 yards further on the lidgo 
of Dongii lull Stiietly spcjiking the distance of 1 0 00 yards is less than 

is gcneially allowed, but the making it of greater extent would biing 
on .an enormous expense. Nothing but the most absolute necc-ssity 
could make me pioposc to extend the esplanade to tlie disl.anec of 
1000 yards. But as the enemy will then Iiave all his materials and 
stores to bung upn-aids of 400 3 -aids to the place of his fiist battcue.s 
I judge m such a climate this 400 j-aids will prove sulHclcntly 
titiguing. Upon this esplanade theie should afterwards on no account 
be peimitted to remain any buildings trees or hedges, or in geneial any 
thing whatever that may in the least inteicopt the view, and the high 
sand-bank by Back Bay ought to be cntiicly levelled in such a manner 
that tlie cannon of the iilaco may scour every jiart of the F.andy bo.ach. 

mile the esplanade is dealing away to the abovementioned 
disuincc, the follonnng woilcs should be earned into execution • Tlie 
ca^ein.ated redoubt in fiont of the cnvcloiie of Foi t Gcoige should be 
completed j all the ditches of this foit palisaded, the di-awbiido-es 
completed, and, in general, eveiything done to put Fort Gcoiec in a 
most thoiounh state of defence. The casemated ledoubl ■nithm the 

adianced redoubt of the line of communication should be made .alonff 

t he whole of the said line and completed on the c.ast side and palisaded - 
the Mandi-ibashou and its inteiior cavaliei, the lunette by the Mandv! 
bastion, casemates for the gariison and a bomb-proof hospital m 
Moody bay phould be completed • the c.ast cnitain of the castle icquires 
to be somenhat raised; the dock pier should be curicd out a little 
further to take off the great swell which at picsent during the mon- 
soon incommodes the dock gates, and a b-attciy be placed on the dock pier 
Ihionghout the covcit w.ay traveises should be made and places 

I'l .'mglcs. The Bani.an .and Moor bastions 

should be altered agiccablc to Ooloncl CampbclFs plan .and piopoils m 
01 der to bung a flanking fire onthc trees of tlie CumLland, CK ai { 
Chui ch lar elms, of winch they aie at present deficient. Small bridffos of 

o£ fc north front olronld ho dog .t boot tlTt 
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ci'Pimlcd iwloiiljK in Hip re cnlcnnp: aiisrlec of tlie envelope of l!ic 
Jiyidi front hlunild ho voaiplcltxl. A"* l.iid down in Colonel LninjjU'lI - 
jihu and jiroj.o-i'd ly lli.il "ciitlcm.rn tlie forwnid lerlmilil fIioiiM Iw 
luU.tnitd on the c.vjntal of (jranhj*'f. mchn 'Jins is a ^^ork 1 think 
hifjldy neev-Mry a- it will /»rea‘iy di-tiiih and annoy an enemy dnnn;; 
Ill's att.iek upon the cajiitnl of any of the ontwoil.'s Ixjfwcen the ChiiiLii 
and 11:i7(ii fi.vles At the tame time I am of i>]tinion tint Gianl)\‘'F 
I~l^elln is so miifli icti'wl that the distance Iwtwcen it and the salilljit 
nnolu of Undoes' iiwelin is 7(10 jaids and from the Cumlieiland 
r.iiehn "OO y.irdp, and from the s-alient an{;le of the fnveloi«; on the 
capital of the Piince’s Instiim iipwaids of llUU imd', 'I'hi- jiO'^ition 
has tlio disid\antn{je lint besides tlic reilonhl'p fire liein^ veiy 
oblique the sc\eral distances arc tneb as would make its execution 
M'li inconsiderable. I would therefore propa=c that as before Fupjpisfod 
a risloubt of the •■amo construction lie adi-ancisl on the Clnircli Gate 
raiclin. A icilonbt tliut Htn.itod would Iiaic all the adranfapes of 
the jiroposod Gr.inby icdoiibt to a imieli prealcr depice. It would iic 
\ncwed moie in leicrse from any of the silnmt nnples of the outworks 
that mipht lie att.icked and consequently prn\c moio nb^linclivc to tlie 
cnoin\‘’F woiks. It wouldlie 37.') iwrds iicwrer those outworks than 
the G mull V redonht Consequently its fire would do inoic execution 
and would p\c a smartei and moic tluect fire on the Imrymp giouml 
and the iKnelv which is much wanted, and it will 1)3 licttoi tlankcd and 
nqiportod from the collatcial fionts. T thercfoio give it as my 
o]iim(m lh.it a icdmibt adianccd on the Chuicli Gate rarelin is cssen- 
li.illynecc5s.iiv and of the greatest utility duiing a riesfe by lery 
cfroclu.ally ohstiuctlug the cneim’’p works and retarding Ins pioprC'S 
towards any of the outwoiks of the west front. Nor c.in an enemy 
cai 13' on Ills, attack with any pioliabilitj' of mccpss till he is in pos- 
FC«sion of the said icdonbt which mil sene grc.itl.v to lengtlien the 
dcrcnco. For the Fame reasons J am fnithcr of opinion that the 
ic.loubt ought to be placed at the distance of 00 toises or aliont 100 
j-nidi. from the s.nd capital of tlic Chuicli ravelin I have taken 
the liljcit.v to point out these woik.sas C'scnlial and if 3-0111 IIoiioui 
sli.all be jilcascd to giic me oidoi for that pniposc 1 w-ill endeavour to 
caiT3' them into execution as specilil3- as po=si))lc 

I have never 3'cl been able to comiilctc the 3000 men ordered At 
prosonl the want of near 500 men has pievcnlcd me going on with 
the Icicllmg of the icmaming pait of the esplanade and budding 
the niagaiinc in the Jlsindn liastion Wien complete the ‘iOOO woik- 
men aic sufllcicnt onl3'' foi cairinig on the woiks last ordered. Tlicie 
is then not a man for can 3-10" into execution any one of the cs.scnti.il 
woiks mentioned in this letter. It mil thcicfoic be nccess.in'’ to 
Ft.ate wlmt number of w-orkmcn would be icquircd to complete the 
fortifications, in CVC13' part at once Vcn. 

Completing Tort Goorgo . . . . . , , PPO 

Line of Communicstion .... . ... SOO 

Completing the nltcmtion of the .sr.ln.1\i Bastion and huild* 
ing .s innga/inc in ita gorge together with n lunette li3' the 
f.cs Gido .... . SOfl 

hlahing the e.s.scm,ntcd homh-proofs m Mondj lli] and 
raiBing the curt im III the C.sstli ... . CIO 
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SIcn 

Completing the Dock Pier ... . . ... 300 

Altmng the Daman Dastion .. . ... OOO 

Do Srooi do, . .... .'>00 

riiinplcting the Dmclopc of the Noitli fiont ..." 300 

Diiilrlingthcnihanccd Uednubt on tho Capital of the Church 
Cate navcliii .>• •». **• . 300 

Total ... SO.IO 

To be employed on the irorks non* under oidors .. 3000 

Gland Total GOoO 
The total numher requiied to work on every part o£ the foltifications 
would he 6950 Even then none aie allowed foi deepeniiifr the ditches 
of the Hodges and Cumherland ravelins or those of tiic envelope of the 
noith front. But^ as I gieatly fear, and from esperienco am veiy 
certain, that we shall not he able to get together so great a body of 
workmen, I beg leave to piopose that the total woilanen to be employed 
in future lie fixed at 5000 This would represent a monthlj’’ expense 
of Ks. 30,000 exclusive of stoics and mateiials which would amount to 
about Us. 20,000 a month more. As my accompanymg estimate 
computes the expense of completing the avhole of the fortilications to 
amount to Rs 1,22,080, the time for completing the whole if 5000 
men wcie employed would be about 24i months and this only pio\idcd 
no inteiraiition liappcns The necessity for secunng the_ open space 
between the Castle and the dock w'as absolute. Part of the line between 
the liandar and the Castle was ontiiely open. By tho battery now 
building between the Castle and the bandar pier, the opening towards 
the dry dock and mud dock is powerfully ilanlccd and secured, and as 
the plan of sccuiing the docks by overlapping tlie two piers, as proposed 
by Colonel C-amimcll, would have gieatly injured our dock, it is 
iin.'idvis.'iblc to put it in practice. The reason "why our diy as well as 
our mud docks would become useless, should that part of the jdan be 
earned into execution, is that every tide a certain quantity of mud 
would settle witliiu the basin and befoie the entrance of the dock. 
This would cither choke up the entrance or involve heavy clearing 
charges. By putting my scheme into execution, which has already been 
approved bj' your Honourable Boaid, llus iuconvenience will be pre- 
vented as I propose the pier being bmlt on aichcs by which means 
as the water will still continue in motion no mud can settle behind 
the battery so as to prejudice the mud dock. I have also proposed by 
leugibcninc: the south pier to secure the dock gates from the violence 
of the swell which during the monsoons gre.atly incommodes them, and 
as it IS conveiiiontly situated for ilaulung the Castle I have proposed to 
place a battery thereon The end of the bandar pier becomes a very 
complete battery both for ilanldug and annojung any ships that may 
attempt an attack opposite to the Castle, and the frontage hotw’ccn the 
bandar pier and the dock is secured by a battery formmg a re-entering 
angle w'bicli is to be built on arches in oi'der tliat the motion of the 
water m.!}' continue ns before By propo.smg this alteiation in the 
foimer plan I do not mean to lessen its merits, the construction of 
which could it he carried into execution is altogether excellent. But 
tho objections abc.'idy mcnlioupd could be well known only to a peison. 
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■who const-inll}' icsidcs in the sspot nnd whofc oLsenations on the tide, 
and the mannei the mud is thrown up in that part can Hairantiny 
diffciinjj flora the foimer plan In hraldratj the eremaillne work I nas 
ncccEHtated to make an opening in the ic- entering angle fionting the 
custom house foi the convenience of boats bunging tlicir racrchandizc 
close up to the landing place. It uould ha\e beenieiypiopei to have 
begun tJic alterations of the Moor and Baraan bastions dining the 
fan season ubilc the iiatei in the ditches is yet very low and conse- 
quently the foundations might be dug and laid nitli gicatei case. But 
this IS totally out of my power ns a suflicicnt number of woikmen can- 
not he got at piesent to caiiy on so many works at once Unless 3 'oui 
Honour shall think piopci to increase their numbci, I am themoic 
iindci the disagiceabic necessitj' of dcfciiing the essential woiks as 
well ns the redoubt on the capital of the Cbtiich Gate ravelin till next 
di 3 ' season when the woiks b 3 ' the seaside will be so far completed as to 
admit of the men being taken & om them and put to other woiks In the 
estimate wliicli nccoinpinics this Icttei the expense of removing the 
houses for cniaigingthe esplanade is not included, neitlici is tlie expense 
of the icmoial of tlic houses within the town wheie the casemates for 
the gaiiisou aic to be bnilt I have estimated each woik at as low* a 
rate ns possible Allowances must be made should the result not cxactK- 
answer as the priceb of materials ver 3 - often incicasc in a wa}- ivhicn 
tannot bo foiesccn. 

I shall now proceed to loport to 3 'om Honourable Boaid the piogress 
of the fortifio.ihons since my last letlei- At the cicmaillcrc w'oik 
thieo now faces have been moic than tlnec-quaiteis completed, more 
than half of the parapets of other tliite faces have been i-aiscd, and 17 
new' stone platfoims Lave been laid This cicmaillcie woik has an extent 
of 1300 feet and npwaids faced with equal cut stones and lampart behind, 
32 feet in hicadth along the whole extent, evei 3 ’’ atom of the matcnals 
foi which extensive w'oik has been bionght fiom great distances. I 
flatter m 3 -Eclf that, pioiidcd no impediment of an 5 ’^ sort inteivencs, I 
sliall be able totally to complete this w'oil: b 3 ’’ the end of next Septembei . 
At the baltei 3 ’ between the Castle and the liandar piei a cm tain 450 
feet in length has Iiceu brought up, the lampaithalf flilcd, and its 
letaining w.ill (laiscd) to one-tliiid of its intended height. Pait of 
tlie foundation foi the Band.sr jner h.'itter 3 " has been laid, but this 
batter 3 ' togethei with tlie dock piei battei 3 ' and the battei 3 ' between 
the Bandai pier and the dock are woiks w'bich will necessaiily go on 
VC 13 ' slowd 3 " as the foundation can be laid onl 3 ' dunng spring tide, 
unless it be done b 3 ' woikmg ■with caissons which ■w’onld make those 
woiks cxtiemel 3 ' expensive Allthepiois of the casemates imdcr the 
Dock bastions are bioughi np and the n^ooden ccnties for braiding the 
aichcsonaic iixed. The covcit way and the glacis all round tlie 
Cumbeiland ravelin and place of arms by the Hodges' ravelin have 
been enbiel 3 ' new' bnilt and completed and palisaded alliound; this 
covert way and glacis extend npwaids of 1200 feet. A new hatteiy 
of eight pieces of cannon has been made Iicfoie the Bandar pier w'hich 
secures the Bandar piei itself as also the opening between tlic Bondai 
piei and the dock. Twelve new wooden platforms have been laid on 
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the old hattcry which was (removed) last rains and tlic whole of 
the. said battery lepaired to make the same scrwceable in ease of any 
attempt by an enemy before the other work could be finished. On 
the envelope of the north front 38 new’ wooden platforms have been 
laid which has put that work in a most respectable state of defence. 
The parapets of Prince’s bastion have been i-epaiied all round and twelve 
new platforms have been laid in the said bastion The cavalier of 
Prince’s bastion has been icpaired and ten new platfonns laid on the 
said cavalier. The cavaher of the Banian bastion lias been repaired and 
six new platforms laid on the said cavalier. Ten new' embrasures have 
been opened in the curtains for the defence of the salient angles 
opposite the several ravelins and seven new platforms have been laid 
on the said curtains On tlic Iloyal bastion twcnti’ new platfoims have 
been laid in the room of twent}' -which were unsen’icoablc At Fort 
George the small well ditch in front of the north-w'est bastion and tlie 
palisade in the ditch before the line of communication have been 
completed. 

Work was in progress at the follow’ing places: Fort George, line 
of communication, north fiont, Dock bastion, covert way, and betw’een 
the Castle and Dock. Two plans accompany this, the one No. 1 
ropiesenting the fortifications of Bombay as thev now stand together 
Anth such works as are pioposed to be made but have not j'et been 
begun. The other plan No. 2 represents the state of the fortifications 
when I first took charge of the office. Tour Honour wnll peieeh’c w’hat 
Avorks liaA’c been complete! since the beginning of the year 1772. 
Permit me to assure your Honourable Board that I sliould long ere this 
have delivered in the plans and estimates; but Avhen T fii’st received the 
order, Lieutenant-Colonel Keating Avas then cluuf engineer and was 
daily expected fiom the north. I Avas therefoie in holies that on Ins 
arm’al Colonel Keating AA’ould liaA’c done it himself as notwithstanding 
the order it was a difficult point for me to form an estimate of a\ orks 
Avhieh in all piobability Colonel Keating was himself to have executed. 
After his aiiival the situation of liis affairs prevented him from form- 
ing an estimate. As I A\as then ordered to sit on a general Court- 
martial w’liich lasted the Avhole of that season it w’as not possible foi 
me to do anjdlimg besides carrjmg on the works then in hand And 
as about that time the Maratha w’ar had made timber much dearer than 
usual, I Avas appiehcnsi \’0 tliat an estimate then foimcd AA’oiild haA'-e 
proved inaccuiate Since that time I have not till very lately had 
any tolerable assistance for draAring the plans fail. As those gentlemen 
who could haA’e assisted me haA'e necessarily been otherwise employed, 
my ow’n continued attention in seeing the w’orks caiiicd into execution 
haAung (hitherto) afforded me hut little time to stay at home in 
order to delineate those designs Still as no time has been lost in 
carrj’ing on the Avorks, I hope your Honour Avill excuse it In the 
Honoiiiable Company’s commands dated 19th March 17 7 8, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Keating apxieais to haA’e given it as his ojiinion that no 
engineei could supenntend moic works than may be done for Es. 35,000 
a month. I cannot otherwise than believe tha-t liis real meaning must 
be the charges of aitificeis and labourers only and that the amount of 
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(he cost of ni.a(ciials must lie cxdunto of that snm^ pai ticulailj os 
tlic espouses clunng' the 3 'oar 1770-71 amountcil one month mth 
nnotlici to Its. 5^00^000. 1 humhlj" licg leave to cspicss mj' than1;s for 
the .'ipjiointmeiit of Lieutenant- Colonel and clucl engineer of tins 
Pie'-idenc}' 'I’lie high sensei justlj* entertain of this favoui is Mich .as 
must nece..<!aiilj‘ prompt nieonc\ci 3 ' occasion to pcifuim m}' duty 
Mitli all imagiti.ihlc zeal for the scrticc of m}' Ilonoiirahlc Emplo 3 'cis.* 

On the 2Slh Ajiril the Board oideicd that copies of this letter 
together with the estimates and pl.an.s be transmitted to the Com t of 
Diicclois and that the cngincci he pcimiitcd to entertain as man 3 ' 
noilnncn a*, he can jn'ocuic.' 

I'cgai ding cleaning the ditch the Bombi 3 ’ Iliai 3 ' of the 12th lifajr 
17/9 has the following; This being the smson for cleaning the ditch 
and the principal cngincci icquesfiiig 1 ) 3 ' letter that 1000 men lie 
emplot «'(1 for that Ecmcc, it is icsohcd that the iicces=ai 3 ' oiJcrs be 
gn on aceoi flingl 3 - * 

111 1770 the Couit oiilcicd Hut no Eiito 2 )c.an should insjiect the 
foitificaiions. On the 27th Ma}' llici' wiite* It is oiii evprcss 
command that no Euiopcan, covenant seivanl of the Compan 3 ' 
excepted, ho hcncofoifh permitted either in time of peace oi nai to 
MC'W or inspect aiw of the foitillcations, delcnccs, docks, oi aiscnals 
at 3 om settlement on .•in 5 ' account or pictcnce ivhatevci. Koi shall 
any poison be smlloicd to m.ake .my di awing or take any plan of any 
]nibhc woik, foitilication, oi dock 3 'aid, ivithout license in wilting 
Lorn the Govcinoi foi the time being, fust obl.iined foi that ^impose ' 

Eoroiiing lo M.ijoi Sp.ielh's pioposal to do inoie woilc to the dam 
at Cassc 3 - cicek the 13omba3" l)iai 3 ' has the following notice In oui 
present disti css foi inonc3’’ w'C Ctinnot afford to la3' out so consideiablo 
a sum on a pioject the success of ■which must be unceitain It is 
theiefoio icsohcd foi the pic«cnt to cntiicl 3 ' suspend tlio exoeulion of 
the woik projioscd b 3 ' Major Spaeth at Casse 3 ’ (Kdshi) cicek.® 

llcgaiding the cleaning the ditch the 2 )imcii)al engineer Lieutenant- 
Colonel Nihon nnikcs the following inoposAl on tlip 25tli Jamiaiy 
17H0 I'kiidiiig that, besides icmoiing the mud w'hicli lias been mustl 3 ’’ 
done 1 ) 3 ' the new' foi (ifie.i.tion cmi ts, the clc.aumg the ditch has foi thete 
Ihicc 3 'e.ais 2 )ast cost about Its 6000 a 3 'cai, I liavc been led to coiisidci 
whether such e\ 2 )cnse might not he lessened Toivards the end of 
1777 I did mi'self the honour to inopose to I'oiu Honoui.ablc Boaid 
to ha^e tw'chc boats built wdiieh 1 ) 3 ' being om 2 )lo 3 'cd in cleaning the 
ditch would moie efEectuall 3 ' jieifoim this seii'ice than at picsent, as 
ten men in each boat wonld i)C suflicicut and being cmploi'cd foi thicc 


‘ Frinciiisl Engineer to GoTcmuicnt, Aiinl 1779, Secret niid Foi. Dinrv "0 of 177s, 
45&-4C0. 

’ Bom Gov, Consultation S8tli April 1779, Fnli Dinr^ 77 of 1779, ~7i 
’Bomliay Diary 12tli May 1779, Ivli Diorj 75 of 177‘i, 2S7 ' 

^ Court to Bombay S/tU May 1779 paraJS Full Dep Coiirt's Lctlois "Vol. 10 if 
177S-1T8S, 1G9-1G3. Comp of Hanilmc OhI To! 2 of 1759-1788, 200. 

* Bom Got. Consultation 13lli Oct 1779, Fill) Diaiy 70 of 1770, 583. For details 
regarding tins dam see Bombay Tor ii MatciialOit'o], I ill . lio. 
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monllis would amount to no more tlianRs. 2100, all materials included, 
wliieli would bo a yearly saving of at least Rs. 3600, The estimate of 
tliese boats to be built in the maiinc yard was Rs. 300 each ; the whole 
twelve AVill then amount to Rs. 3600, which by this method of cleaning 
the -town ditch is paid by the savings in one year. I theiefoic beg leave 
to lefiuesfc that your Honour will be pleased to give oideis for the 
'abovemeitiioncd boats to bo built in the maiinc yaid as soon as possible.^ 

On receipt of the above letter from the piincipal engineer, the 
Board, on the 26tli January 1780, observe : On consideration of liis 
proposal foi building flat-bottom boats for the purpose of cleaning the 
ditch lecouise is had to our pioeeedings under the 22nd of October 
1777, ■when this project was befoic discussed and then given up. As 
the expedients then pioposcd would have been attended with constant 
exiieiise and considerable trouble, as the cost of the boats now 
recommended will by the engineers statement be p.aved in one j'ear, 
and as in the present situation of affairs flat-bottomed boats may he 
rccpiiied for other services, it is resolved to accept the engineers 
IJioposal and to gii e ordeis for the boats being immediately constlucted " 

On the 23rd Apiil 1780 Lieutenant-Colonel Lawicnee Nil son, 
principal engineer, submits tlie followung progiess report: In 
obedience to the commands of your Honouiable Boaid I have now the 
honoui to lay before you a lepoit of the progiess of the works since 
my last, as also the picscnt state of the foitifications. The cremailleie 
woik has been completed and wants only a few tmveises and a bariicr 
gate. The now battery to the_ south of the Castle has been completed. 
The Btandar pier battery has boon carried on as much as the springtides 
would admit j two faces of this katteiy and five of its cmbiasiiies aic 
almost completed ; the tedious manner of working at low water mark 
at spiiugtidcs makes it uncertam w'hen tliis battery can bo finished. 
The Dock bastion has been entiiely completed; the magazine under it 
has been new floored and lepaiied, all the casemates under the said 
liaslion pcifeelly finished, and a laige drain made to carry the water of 
the marine yard during the rains, which pi events it failing into the 
dock ; fifteen embrasures have been opened in the old works where 
they wore most wanted. The lunette by the Mandvi bastion is more 
than half completed I make no doubt this work wdll be finished by the 
31st of August. The Mdndri bastion is can-png on as fast as possible ; 
the rcictment of its new face is now brought up five feet above its 
foundation. A large quantity of stone and materials has been laid up 
in leadiucss to carry on the casemates in Moodj-'s bay ; the fouuiition 
of the pieis for a sallj-poit leading to the lunette has been Laid. A 
battardeau or stop-water by the lunette is almost completed. The 
counterscarp of the new- ditch before the east face of the Mandvi bastion 
and envelope of the north fionthas been neaily completed. The rough 
wall near the t ca before the line of communication to Roit Gcoi ge is about 
half completed and a range of bar lacks .arc built for the soldiers towards 
the land side. A tciiace has been laid on the east bastion of For t George 
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to cover tlie magazine under the paid bastion to pi event it being dampr 
A pcfc or coolc rooms and nccc?=ancs for tlie soldicis Lave been completed 
and the space bctuccn the envelope and the foit paved j an escalation 
lias alH) been made in tlie outivard ditch for the intended "nell 
bclund the coionct. 

On tlie esplanade a laigc Lank of sand has been remoi'cdj and . . . . 
superficial square feet of ground in front of Foifc George liai e been 
Icicllcd. A large quantit 3 ' of mateiial® has been laid up for canning 
on the altcmtions of the Banian and Mooi basfaons. The foundation 
of the counterscarp of the former is now begun and the leietmenb 
of the fame Mill slioitl}' bo started. Tliiee laige dams Imcbcen 
made near the Banian liastion foi keejnng out the uatcr in order to 
canj' on that work. 

Tlie piescnt state of this forbfication may be thus summaiiccd ■ A ' 
good pait; of the esplanade has still to be levelled, ns the piesent 
buiying ground cannot be removed, and as part of the sand banks 
neai the sea yet icmnin as the people lately employed theicon have been 
moved to cairy on the alterations of the Banian and Mooi bastions 
The follom'ng woiks lemain to be begun • The advanced icdoubt on the 
capital of the Church Gate ravelin. The casemates neai the Stanhope 
bastion. Two battaideans oi stop-wateis The Dock pioi batteiy 
The batter}' lietween the Bandar pier and the dock. Tlie casemated 
icdouht within the advanced ledoubt of the line of commumcation to 
Foit Geoigo. The small bridges of communication to the dilfcient 
out-woiks Tlie places of aimsandtiaiciscs in the cov'cit way. Thicc 
small casemated icdoubts in the ro-entenng angles of the envelope of 
tlie north fiont. The icpairs of tlio glacis by the Apollo gate, llic 
altciations by' the Bazdi Gate ravelin. The diaw'bndges to the noith 
fiont. 

The following woiks aie lieing carried on, hut aie not finished : The 
coionct at Fort Geoigo, tlie pabsadcs, the ditches, the glacis and its 
drawbiidgesj the Imc of commumcation to the sea side; the Msindsi 
bastion ; the lunette near the jVIdndvi liastion , the magazine in the 
goigc of ^ the Hitndi'i bastion , the casemates in Moody's bay , the 
Bandar piei battery; the altci.ations of the Banian bastion just 
begun; the altciabons of the Mooi bastion just begun A space 
remains open between the Bandai pier and the Dock luei which I 
before proposed to secure by huildiu^ a batteiy with a le-entcnng 
angle as lepiesentcd in the plan by the Jcttoi . . in such a maimer tliat 
the sea washing thiough the arches (on which the said batteiy' w’as to bo 
built) would have picvented any mud settling bcliind it On fuitlier 
consideration I find that byr putting this plan into execution the ®aid 
battery will take up so much loom that thcie will not be sufficient left 
for the ships to lay on the Iiaid behind it and it wall be lather inconvement 
to bring them lound from the opening at the setter (centre?). As 
my constant endeavour is to regulate tiie means of the defence of this 
place m such a mannci as not to prejiidice it matcioally' m a point of 
so much consideration, instead of my' former pioporal, I do now 
propose a floating battery m sncli a mannci as to bo placed or lemovcd 
to the space B between the Bandar pier battery and tJio Dock pier 
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This will effectually secuic the opening and at the same time cover the 
docks and remove every objection which anj'- other mode of defending 
this spot might occasion, b}' i cndeiing its present great utility to the 
shipping less complete. I therefore icquest yoiu* Honom's oidcrs for 
commencing the said floating battery as soon as possible. IIa\'ing had 
cbnigc of carrying on the works for some5'eais I ha\e em- found by 
eiqieiience that chunam is never to he had in siifTicicnt quantities till 
the end of December or the lieginning of Januaiy. As the chuna'm laid 
iu store before the rains is generally ex2iendcd by the end of Scptcmlier, 
little woik can be done duiing October Novcmliei and December. As 
the people employed in buniing the chunam liavo not hitlicrto begun 
to bum any till the end of November, and even then in small quantities 
I have to request your Honourable Hoard will issue .an order that the 
burning the chunam wanted for the use of the new fortifications do 
commence by the beginning of October every 3'ear. B3' this means a 
much gicatci quantit}' of work wall be completed e.ach season. 

With this aecompam'es a duplicate of my plan and estimate deliveied 
last 3'car. I have now coriccted the estimate in some places and 
excluded the w’orks then icpoitcd to be finished. The quantit3’ of 
sand and earth to be removed on the esplanade licing much more than 
was then calculated, the expense of icmoving the same must unavoidably' 
be moie than what had been mentioned therein. 

The following aie the diffciont jilaccs wdicre masonry and other 
w'oik has* been executed: Port George j the line of communication; 
Mdndvi Bastion; lunette by' the M. 4 ndvi bastion; casemates in 
]Mood3’’s bay'; ciem.nillere W'Oik; Ilornbyr’s battery'; Band.ar pier 
battery'; Dock bastion; Towm walls; SUnhope bastion; North 
front ; the Esplanade. 

The W'oilonen have lately' deereased so much tliat it is at piescnt 
wHllh the greatest difficulty' I can cany on all the W'orks now' in liand, 
but am in great hopes the men will shoitly ictuni. 

I humbly request y'ouv Honourable Boaid will bo pleased to take 
into consideration my application made last year in favour of the 
Captains of the Engineer Corps and hope y'om* Honour will lecommcnd 
to the Honourable the Court of Diieciois tliai their lequcst may be 
comtilicd with.^ 

Copy of this report was ordered to lie sent to the Court by the 
JTawlie? 
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Section II.— Military Artificers. 

The frequent lefcicnccs to lU-hnilt and unsor^’iceable plalfoim«! gun* 
c.'un.'igcs and othei appliance*!, to failuits of conslniction, to defects 
in inatcnal, the suipncing miscalcul.'itions as to time .and cost in foi ti- 
ffing Bomba}', the ditEcnltics found in conducting the siege of Th.lna, 
the delays even befoic Vecava, leaie an impicssiouof slaclcncs*! and 
inclllcicncy, if not of conuptness, on the part of the ic'ponsiiilc autboi- 
itics On one leading cause of these foiluics, the difficulty of proem- 
ing sliillcd craftsmen, tlic records aic gcncinlly silent Like the 
climate the charactci of the irorkman seems to hare been considcicd an 
unavoidable evil, complaint icgarding nbicb was unai ailing, lloiv 
Giippling u’.as Ibis u.ant of efficient caipcntcis saw^'crs blacksmiths and 
other aitieans is shown in detail in a report addiccscd to the President 
in 3776 by Ensign Hcni}' Witman Mi Witman's report has two 
fiiithci elements of intoiest, one general the other siiccial The point 
of gencinl inloiest is tlie light its details tliroiv on the condiiions uliicli 
gave rise to and ubich explain the slaic oi helot position of the Hindu 
craftsman, suggesting slaveiy not intcrmainage as tlie loot of the 
dcgiudntion of the aibsan or so-called mixed castes of Manu The point 
of special mtoiest in the repoit is tliat it is apparently the origin of the 
formabon of the distinguished corps, whoso ^aluc has to oiten been 
piovcd, the Bombay Bcgiment of Sappers and Miners 

On the 11 th Fchiuaiy 1776 Ensign Heniy Witman wiites to the 
President From the difierent semces I hare been cmplo3'cd upon since 
my aiTival in this country I have observed a voiy great u ant of pioper 
artificers uluch might be attended uiUi the woisf of consequence'!, 
especially in c.ise of distant seince. To remedy this a iilan has ocoui- 
icd to me, 11111011 I now beg Icaic to submit to }our consideration. 
Should it meet with youi approhabon I flattci mjself you will lay the 
same before the Boani, and afford me your support for can} ing it into 
cxecufaon.^ 

It IS the custom m Germany nitli every Prince who maintains a 
body of troops to Iiave a company of aibsans to every battalion of 
aitillciy In time of pe.ace 01 whilst the army is 111 gaiiison tliesc 
aibsans arc employed in the arsenals laboiatones and fouiidiics, making 
and preparing eiciy kind of stores that may he neces&aiy m time of 
wai In bme of war they accompany the army and are employed in 
the icpaii of arms and carnages, in shoit in all tlie various occasions 
which daily anse in an army for artificers of cvciy different occup.ation 
Besides this the artisans arc kept in constant discipline, and in acbon 01 in 
sieges such as are not immediately wanted on works, become an addi- 
tion to the strength of the army by acting with the artillery From 
my ohsenabons in the different employments and services I have been 
engaged in, there seems to me no improvement that conld be adopted in 
the military ^'stem of the Honourable Company at once so beneficial 
and impoitantas the establishment of such a company, which w ould go fai 
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lowaicls icmcdying' several disadvantages the service now labours undci 
bolli in g.nrison and in the field. To a jierson mIio lias bad opportuni- 
ties o£ olisemiig the dilroieut hrauebes of service, tlie iitilit}' of sueb a 
comjiany mubl: be at once so striking that tbeic would be no occa‘>ion to 
point it out. J3ut as you, Sir, may not have bad all tbese neces.'-aiy 
oppoi tunitics I ivill endeavour to make jou sensible of the sc^cial 
advaiitigcs that would arise and the defects that might be remedied by 
the establibhment m question 

To give you a moiepiecisc idc.i of the need of a company of aitisans T 
shall begin with the defects 1 have obscived in the Held whieh it might 
rcmedj'aiid shall then Ehoivlhetcvcral advantages suehacoips w ould spcuio 
dining the time of sci vice. Every person must allow it to ha a great di'ad- 
\antagp burtlieuing an aimy with a number of follow efh that are whollv 
useless in time of action 'J his must ever be the cace when Indian aiti- 
ficeis aie to be employed The little woik they aic eapable of doing 
lendeis it necessary to have a great numliei of them Add to this that 
almost every carpenter must have his man oi biqdn to move, carry, and 
tuin the iiieco of timber he is at woik upon. In ‘boil fiom what I have 
observedof Ihediffei ence between an Indian and an able European ai liticei , 
1 am confident I niav advance with safety that with Eniopeans, where 
Ihevc aie six poisons at pieseivt, Ihovc need he only one. Iksides their 
inahility, the timidity ot the Indian ailificeiRis the cause of gicat delay 
in w'oik. I have scon them when they hcaid the wdiw of a shot oi saw 
the dnsl of one, though at twenty yards distance, dow-n gocb their tools 
and aw’ay the v i un And it is only by £oi ce, threats, pi omises, and poi sua- 
sion llial after much lime lost yon can bring them back to the w'ork. 
AYe have ncvei yet bad any opportunity of obsciving it, ns all our 
operations have been shoit sieges wlicie the aititiceis were unmolested 
by the enemy Uut sliould it happen that in a campaign w’licic the 
army w'ould have to inai cli, it should be hniasscd and a few of them 
killed, 01 w'cie they tube e\po‘-od to any gicat inconvemcnces, the Indian 
artificers w’lio li'ive no predilection to any parly, no point of honour to 
lose, no consequences to fear fiom dc'^eilion, and liavc always a moilal 
avcibion to going on soivico, I am much inclined to think w’ould t.ake 
every opportunity of quitting us, and thus exceedingly distress the 
aimy. If you oppose to this tbo liai’ing men of cour.igc wdio -would 
ivoik at a batlerj' in the tliickest lire of an enemy, men bound to you 
being of tbo same nation and maiinois by the jioint of honour and 
the fear of cloatli, the seciinty and advantage arising by lia\ ing such 
men -mtli an army in tbo field would almost of itself bo a sulficient 
iccommciidation, without considering tliat in case of action those men 
are of real addition to our strength hy engaging, whereas the others 
only w'caken us liy their number and the confusion and delays which 
their fears aie ever liable to create Mlcr all ivlien you have the native 
artificeife, their w'ork of every kind is so miserably executed that it is 
almost useless The smiths so burn Ihcu iron' in w^orking it that it is’ 
quite weak in compaiison with well wTought iion j so that a person -who 
know's native smiths is obliged to order every tiling of larger dimensions 
tlian would be neces&ai y, if it w'as well w’rought, wliicli makes their w’orkH 
lieavy and unwieldy besides occasioning a greater consumption of matc- 
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rial'! 'J'hc caiiioiiteifi' woik is if ro'"!ible woi-ctlian flic smilhs' oiniig 
paitly to llicir caiclc'-fiicss and paitlj' to their nant of <-kiH I haie had 
many opportunities of feeing this Ixith on the n oik® and m tcinco At 
the late <=icge of 'J’hilna the platfoims wcic so liadh conctiiicted that 
it na<! a great hiiidiance to the sen ice The caipeiiteis nere c\cr 
jepaiiing some of tlicm After five or six dischaigt"* they liecame iiselcs'! 
again, and this outiieh* owing to the want ol skill as the materials 
■were leiy good As the nholc of these eaipcnters aie mcie cutteis 
of wood and totally unacquainted with the construction of militaij" 
machines, tliorc arises another teiy gicat Inndiaiicoto the oflicei tiho 
may have the direction of works lie is not only obliged to plan 
the w Giles hut must diicct the eaipentcis step by stc]) even to the veiy 
lining of their woiks Again he cannot quit them with fafety. It 
he IS in a liiiii v to complete a woik he must ahsolutelj" stand con- 
stantly Lj the u oikmcn not oiil j" to keep them to it, but to sec that Ihej' 
do not spoil the mateiials and stop the woik T have often fceii 
tliat notmtlislanding the most repeafed directions and c} cn maikmg the 
linos, the w oikmcn cither fiom caielcssness oi design have spoiled a piece 
of tmihiT m cutting it Imagine the delays this must occasion should 
tlieic lie necessity tor electing scicial woiks at once Ojiposc to these 
delaj 6 the gi cat .idi nntage Uiat would acci lie on sei ncc and csjiecully m 
siege* if the eiigineeis had woi lemon thej could depend upoa,to w hoiu they 
need only give a i cihal diicction, oi a diawing of what they mean to hai c 
done Ilcilcct also how fen of those who on occasion act ns cnginccis 
have any pietoiisionsto lie acquainted with the miniitiio of caii'cntei-^s 
woiks I’oi, though evci}’ man who wishe-. to excel m this piofcssion 
would endeavoui to make himself so, I beg leave to leinoik the few 
oppoitunitics that a young man who entcis the ComjMm ‘s seincc and 
IS to gain Ins knowledge in India, has of making liimEclf pioficieiif in 
mechanics 

JlesiJco the liadness of then woik anolhci gicat objcchon to Indian 
nitiliccrs is that there aio many neccsffiiy w'oiks aih ch thej- cannot do 
at all Foi exanqile, at 'I’lidiia the bed of a J !-nich mortal was 
biokcu and foi want of piopci caipenteis to icpaii it, it was quite 
uselc's In all the su vices hilhci to evciy kind ol mililaiy store that 
was neccssaiy lias been diiecth' pent fiom Bombay These services wcio 
Init fhoit and our communication was open with the rca Hut suppose 
the aimy should cvci uiideitake a leal cainjiaign and Live to besiege 
a idaco £ai inland Should it be necc =aiy to icpair a hioken gun-cai- 
iiage, the bed of amoitar,iomakeandeicct chevaux-dc-fiizes, icpaii the 
locks, stocks, liayonelf, oi lamiocL of the soldieis’ aims, make fcaling 
laddcis, fuses foi shells, and petaids with many other articles that might 
he mentioned, I fancy there would not he found ani* Indian artificeis 
equal to these works On the othei hand to cairy spaie ai fades of evci}' 
kind m any consideiable quantity would he vei^' cumbeisome and 
expensive exclusive of the fact that it is not possible to asccitam 
precisely diow many you may want Admitting this there aie othei 
w'oiks that may he nece*saiy wluchl will be hold to say the oijerations 
of tlie army must lie at a stand foi if they liave only the Indian 
aitificors to depend on 
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Wi’tlioul pnlcriiiit into minulirc tlso aliovc will be sufTicieni to 
point out the <.lipnil\iint’i;'c'5aii.aimv hboni'. under with oiilj* Indinn 
aitilicoiSj all which a eompnnv id' J'lmopcan nrlisaiip would iciiicdj'. 
I shall finco agnin leinnik that to ha\c yoiir woikmcn soldieis tiKo 
in f.ise of need is no sniall advantnije coiiMdeiniij of Imw few men 
our Indian armies am composed Add to this that on the teimsi 
conld procure them the pay of the aitiflcei'j on an expedition would 
not aimnint to nioic than a thud of wliat it does atpio'-ont ami I 
hedievo theie will ho no occasion to insist fiiilher on the pi'cfeience 
that is to he pivon to European artificeis in the field Inpanison 
I apprehend this company would not be loss iisofnl for many occa- 
sions than in the fiehl. Atpre-ent who have the Coinpaiu’ to repair 
the soldieis' nrinc '( None of the native^ are equal to it. The Com- 
pany are glad to catch at osei^' coinnion lilachMiiiith that comes out 
among the roci nits and put him in the stoics. Kew good artists I 
believe need quit .such a country ns England, and the lepnii.s that I 
have seen given lotliemusqiielseoniiticeine tlint the Englidi .sitiVins 
now cmplovcd novel woihcd ns piinMiiiths. I’esidos the ofliceis nic 
often HI the greatest distress when the one or two in the sfores get 
in liquor, sin}' away or arc side, whidi is very fierpiently the case ; 
and the want of hands obliges them to instruct srmio of the natives 
in some pail of the lepains. On an expedition what Eniopenn 
workmen there are are generally sent away. 1 leave j’ou to jutlgc 
whether for want of being immediately i opal red many of the aims 
must not rust and .spoil. All this would be remedipr! by having a 
number of good gunsmiths w ho so long ns tin* barrel lasted could keep 
Gvoiy part in ns good condition as it conics fioin Europe. Eveiy other 
p.artof n soldier’.s accoutrements might he made in a much lighter 
and nentci manner than they are at present. In short I apprehend 
that with these ai tificcis cvoiy store that belongs to an ni.scnnl might 
he ns well made, and the arms kept in ns gooil ordei and icpair as in 
any service in Eui ope. The Company might have a good foundry 
in 'liomha}' not only for the casting of cannon, hut of oveiy kind of 
hrazier’h work that may ho wanted in the difl’eicnt stores. I'his 
wouldhe much sujierior to the lienvy clum«y woik done hy the countiy 
hrnzioi.s, wlio, from their ignorance in tliis nit, are also exceedingly 
tedious in tho execution of work.s of anj- size .sometimp.s on account 
of their moiild.s loquiiing three weeks or a month to do what a Euio- 
pcan founder can do in tliico or tour dnj's. The loutidry which the 
Company have ai pi esoiit does not dcsei VC the name They have 
only one European in it , the only turner they had is lately ilcad ; 
and the director of the laboratory under whose chai ge the foundry 
is, heing absent, all works I believe are at a slaiul j whereas 
if there was a good foreman to depend on with difiorent 
workmen under him, this would not he the case. In the 
department of the foundry is the repair of fire engines which the 
natives cannot perform ns they do not know enough of tinning to 
make tho brass screws. T could point out many advantages that a 
good foundry would he of both to the service and the place in 
gcncial. 
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Thclc seems to nievciy gieat lOom foi’ impiovemenl; intlio cni- 
pentois’ oik of all military maclimcs. Tlie gun rainages aie most 
e^ceeihnglj' clinnsy and much he-aviei than they need to be if they 
Vk ei c Avell consti ucted Besides thei e is a pi opoi tion to 1 >0 obsei ved 
in the size of e\ery paib of agiin coiTiago aecoiding to the eahbie 
thej’ are designed ioi, which the natives seem to bo most peifectly 
Ignorant of The Dighteen-poiindci can iages Aihicli were sent to 
Uhdiiivi Aveie so nnriow tlicv would not icceive the guns The 
first Aveie sent back ogam Fiom those which aie theie umv I nas 
obliged to cut n little of the woorl , and thej' ore still so naiioAV that 
J appicliend they would soon break if filed from. 1 leave you to 
iudge of the distiess this cucuinstancc might have occasioned had 
"these caiiiagcs been sent on an expedition Noi is it the fault 
oi an\' gentleman who may have the duection of the caipentcis 
T know b 3 ’ expel lence that you maj' give them even* propoitiou 
and eitlicr fioin ignoiancc or caielessiicss thej' will still do the 
work u long. The pbitforms which should be i\ elJ joined, level, 
and compact, wlion j'oii conic to put them togethei, di e loose and 
uneven, at least those 1 Lave seen sent on .seivicc have been such; 
and at Thiviia the c.iipentcis wcie obliged to even the ciosa tiinbeis 
again befoie tliej* could nail the planks on. I am sensible that it 
would exceed the bounds of this plan to have woikmen enough for 
all the militaiy stoi es business Still 1 imagine a few capable ai tists 
to join and liiiish the woiks would lernedj’ all these defects 

It w ould til e j our patience was T to enter into all the paiticulars 
whcioiii the countij* smiths arc deficient In goiiciul tbej' bum 
the non ,bnt in laigc w'oiks it is shocking to see them When thej' 
have got a heat, they begin lonLingat the non and consulting whuie 
tlic 3 ' aie to stiiko till it is half cool and then they have notstienglli 
to plaj a laigehammei, few exceeding 12 oi Wpoundshiit in gene- 
lalfioin 8 to 10 Bj' this means thej- aie obliged to take a number 
ot heats which bums the woik and consumes infiiiilelj' moie non 
and coals than im nec-essaij' Besides theie are few laige w orics thej’ 
uncleitnkc but tliey tail the fiiet. and vorj’ often the second attempt, 
which is just so much laboui and matciials lost to the Couipanj’ bj’ 
their want of skill Exclusive of the seivice the Euiopeaii aitisan 
coi ps could bo of in the militarj’ stoies, fouiidiy, and lahoiatoiy, 
there nic othei blanches in winch they might he usefully oiiiploj-ed 
When the foi tifications are going foi ward thej’ might be employed as 
oveiseeis of the caipenteis masons and biicklaj’eis, and being artists 
thenisehesthc}'- would be a check on the laboui ers, both to pi event 
then idleness and as to the manuci of executing then woik, fi’hice 
01 foui millwrights might be engaged w’ho could finish the 
Companj’s saw mill at Waili if requisite, and also serve to keep 
the powder nulls in constant repair For want of some such 
jieison I learn theie is at piesent a great impediment in making 
powder 

All the defects above pointed out both in the gariisoii and the 
field for waut of good aitisis might, I apprehend, be lemedied by 
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tlic c'^hiblisliincnt in qiicMiioii, ■\vitliont londcrhi'T the company 

lesi fit to net ab artillery in cn'.e of the place boiiig hu'^ic^fcil oi on 

any other occaMon ns tiny might easily he kept in constant 
discipline ; niul such part as ncienot Avnnted on woihs might also 
do gaiiisou duty. 

In Giinnany the nrtisins arc paitl for the nuinher of days they 
woik in their piofossions hc-nles the standing pay they receive as 
jnivate.s in the artilleiy. "When they do not work they receive 
iheii common pay only I could engage men on these conditions 
whcT would willingly woik for the same paj' the Company now 
give the nati\c avtificeis in the stoics, that is what aic callcrl the 
able smiths and caijieiitcis who leccive fioin Its. lO to Its 12 and 
the '/ju's/ri'i Its, ]0 the month. The company might consist of 100 
privates or inoi'o if necessary all vcr.sed in some hiisiness 'J’ho 
non-commissioned ofiicers .should be masteib or veiy able woik- 
inen in the difi'erent tindes. I could abo engage exptiienced 
officers well veisod in every branch of the artillery, such as making 
powder, casting guns, and constiucting oveiy kind of mililniy 
innchincs i\ho would gladly .serve ns snhnltcins in (his company for 
the same pay that is now given to the subalterns in (lie artilleiy. 
The compau'y might he kept constantly complete by recriiils irom 
Europe which I could annuull.v send to London ly incnns of agents 
estahlishod in Germany. iCxclusive of their utility to the Compniiy, 
these artificor.s in theii difieient branches would he of gicat 
convenience to the place, and ns many of them would biing 
out their wives and childion they might in time produce a lace 
which being pioporly liained to their ditl'ciont piofessions and 
to arms would bo at once u«eful inhabitants and considerahlj* add 
to the sticngth of the place in case of a .siegt*. Theie are many 
other advantages that could be pointed out tbntmnst occm to every 
one As it is eiidently our ailillery wliicli gives us the gi'cat 
superiority over the country Poweis, csoiy plan that tends to 
impiovc our advantage by it would doubtless be approved by the 
Ooinpany, That the establishment of such a coi’iis would ho an 
improvement I think there is no doubt from wbnt I have above 
advanced ; but I could point oiit inanj’^ tilings thataie made use of 
in Germany that I have nob observed bore nor indeed could the}' 
be piaetised for want of pioper nitificcr.s. 

As the late acrjuisition of (eniloiy may render an incicaso of 
artillery nocessai y, this would be a xiroper time for the establishment 
of this coijis. The terms on which JL would willingly laisc this 
company would he to have the command of it with the usual cmolu- 
men(.s of captain of artillery and the i auk as youngest captain ; 
the otlicers might he introduced ns youngest in the ditlercnt classes 
they are entered in. As this iilaii vould occasion an addition of a 
company of artillery, the gentlemen whom I should Riipcrscdo 
would not absolutely _ be wronged by it. But should this ho an 
objection I would relinquish my lisc in the artillery and then there 
would not he the least shadow of injustice. The officeis who enter 
would continue their rise, and, as a company fall is vacant., would have 
t.he piercvcnce of commanding this company when it comes to their 
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loin to Imve n companj- Considering the tioulilo T shall ha\ earn! 
tlie intoie'.t I must einploj* to get pcriin‘;sion to bung these aitisans 
fiom Gciiniinj', 1 iiopc inj* propobiil will not he thought extr.'ivag.iiit ' 

On receipt of these pioposals, the 13th Fcbruaiy 1776, the 
Picsidcnt lays them before the Boaiil The Bombaj* Govoinmont 
Consultation of that dn}' lecouls* The President lays before ns a 
Icttci adflressud to him b}* Ensign AYitman. accompanying a plan for 
raising a company of aitificei.s in Gcim.niy to be added to the 
battalion of infnntiy on this establishment As i\o arc sensible 
many good cffccbs would attend its being carried into execution, 
it is'ngiccd to nQbid Mi. AVitmnn a passage to Europe at the Hon. 
Company’s expense to give him an opportunity of submitting his 
plan to tlicm , and a copy* tlicicof must likewise he transmitted to 
them by us with a recommendation to adopt it. - The Brigadier 
Gcneinl gives it further ns his opinion that some inincrd would he 
a veil' useful addition to this company* which must be noticed to 
Ml. Witinnn.® 

Thiee ycnis later, 27tli May* 1770, the Coiiit wiito Although 
j\fr Witman has not been, successful equal to Ins expectations m 
engaging a whole company of artificers he has succeeded so far as 
to cntcitain above 25 men under that description iiho take passage 
on the ships of tins season.® 


* Tiih Dmrj* C9 of ]77C, 70-77 

'Bom Oo\ Con«uUation Idtii Fi.b 1770i Pub Dini>’ 09 of 1770, 07 

* Court til Bomb ly 27th May 1779 para 20, Pub Uep Court's Letters Vol 10 of 
1778 - 1762, 137, 
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Section 111.— Buildings. 

The fiist do'sp.'itcli of the Hoiioiii.'iblc Company wlion j\Iasiers of the 
if-land (16GS) contained oideisfor the building of a rcpnlai town. For 
weavers who had come fiom Cheul to Bombay houees had to be elected 
A stieet was therefoio ordeicd to be limit stietching fiom the cnt-tom 
hon'se (north-west of thepiesent ilint) to the foil (that the Ca'.tle) the 
rents of vinch it was expected would soon defray the cxpciipcs. About 
this time (1668-69) when these lioupcs were being built and the 
fortifications weic picssing on, arrangements were made to get timber 
and chunaui fiom Shivdji's poits.* 

At a Bombay Consultation, the 6th Febiuary 1670, the President 
perused seveial clauses in the Compan3'’s letter concerning thebmUhng 
of whai f s docks and cranes, and taking in ground for a town, fi’liis being 
a work of time was lesci ved to futuie consideration. The entry in the 
Dial 3" 1 mis ■ Bead the clause m the Conipan}*^.** letter touching the t.aking 
in gioiind for a town and ijrojionnded to the consideration of tlie 
Council whcthei it wcic a fitting time to enter upon it now. "Where- 
upon after debate it was icsolved to defer it till the island be foi tilled 
and secured with moic men. It is a matter of gieat impoit and mil 
ecitamly laisc discontent in the mhahitants \ihcn their ticcs i hall he 
cut down and destioj ed ® 

Ecfcriing to the Jesuits’ claims on ccrt.aiii houses, aud to the nocc'sit}’ 
of providing accommodation for the Comp.in3'’s servants, tbe Pio.sidcni 
Sfr. Auugicr and Council ivnte flora Suiat to llomba^’ in I’^chruaiy 
1671 : Touching the Jesuits’ demands of the warehouse b3' the 
custom houFO, we desire 3'ou give them notice that we cannot suricudci 
an}"^ gi onnd 01 house to them uutil fuithei orrlcr fiom the Company. 
"B’e aie scDsihlc of uhat sti eights tlic Compan3'’s servaiils aic put to for 
want of loom. "IVe thoicfoic would liaie 3'’ou build a convenient houpe 
or two betMcen the custom house and the fort (apparently near the site 
of the inosent Town Hall) equal uith the aistom house, to -winch end 
3'ou may draw off woikmen from the foit until the raid houses uic 
finished "We would have thc'^c houpcs built coiivenicntl_v fair and huge, 
and wepr.a3' take care that the3'- stand the Compan3’m as httic as ina3' bc.“ 

In the next month, ]pt jlfarch 167], the Suiat Council resume • 
Wh.at -wc -nroto conceimng the Jesuits’ luctciiccb wo still confiim .and 
cannot allow o£ the delivering to them of theii houses until fuithcr 
oideis fiom England. "Wliat was 'surrendered to othci pcojilc, was on 
examination and due piohatioii of their titles b}’- tbe Commiesioncis 
authoiized to that purpose. As the .Tesuits i-efused to appc.ar before the 
Commi'ssioncip, protesting and appc.aling home to the Hononrahle 
Compaiw for justice, and as wo have sent home all pajieip lelating to 
that business, we cannot determine or make anv end with them until 
we hear fuither from our Masters. Seeing the first Commission is 
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tillen by icason of the death and dc2)ailiiic of tho Commi^sioneis, 
n-c shall not tioiiblc ouifcIvcs to eieefc any other Coinnii..cjon to lionoui 
the Pjdiep’ luiieasonahlc and f-uLtle designs M’c do not mean tlial 
you frhould take all the -vtoikmc-n off the foit^ only some fen' If 
jon nant tnoiCAOu pliould ciitcitani thorn as ne fcnp2io‘-e noiL'meu 
aic 21100111 able It is highlj' 0000^*313' that seme hou>-es bo built to 
accommodate the Compan3'’b tenants and tueh stiangcis as shall 
come * 

Two noi'ks later, 13 th Slaieh IG 71 , the Snrat Council send 
brickla3'ei3 to Bomba}' to build the aioicsaid hon®es Tlic}' wute • The 
licaicrs lieicof aio four biickln3eis and .a mikuii (mistii) to make lime 
Their names aic, Kalsiln at Bs 10 a monlb, Mahmud, Somjii and 
Blinnji at 11 s, fl, and Laboii at Bs M'e have sent tlicin down to 

licgin and finish (lie bouses foimeili' ouleied to be bmlt bctuixt the 
custom lioute and the foil Now 3'ou will base no occasion to keep anv 
men off the foil, who-e woik we ■would bv no means liindci Let 
them not wanl mnleii.ils to go on with then W'oik and hnild Ihelioiiees 
two btoio.vs high, fjontiiigto the tea Foi then model we Iftsve it 
whollv to 3-011 who Iioing on the 2»lace can best contiivo w'liatwill be 
mostfoi comcmence ot an and health as likewise foi the nicgulav 
electing of otbci buihhngs b}' them which nia}’ at piesenl be ncwlful 
Gii-e us CK'dit foi two moiilhs’ 2 >iiy paid tlic *biickl.a\'eis and musuit 
(mibiu) afoieband.® 

Next year, Gtli Apnl 1672 , tlio}- w-nte • Imniediateh- go in hand 
sntb the houses foi accommodating the Compain-’s sonants winch 
3 YO cnoiduicd to be Imilt and to that effect sent j-ou diJwn the 
lnickla3'ei'' 

In the same lellev, Gtli Axnil 1 GT 2 , they continue As wc did 
foimeil}' so wc now’ ag.ain appioio of 3 0nr dehvci3* of those lands 
to tho 2’iocui,'itoi foi Japan. For the tliorongli ending of the .Tesmts’ 
and othei inelendois' affaiis, wc have dinwa up anotlici Commission 
and appointed new Commissionoi-., some wlieveofc aio in Siu.st Tlies- 
ph.all hiuldenl3' be disjiecdcd towaids 3'ou in oidei to the duo 
adminibtiation of inixmitial justice hotw con 1110 11000111,11110 Compau}' 
aud the poveial piolcndcis to the seized kinds ‘ 

Touching the said Commissioucis ten d.ii's latci, 10 th A2JiiI ]() 72 , 
they intimate . On the P/ienw ketch and AV'ir fiigate take p.issaoc aho 
Ml S M’alkci .md Ml F Dai', two of the Comimssionois that’aie to 
examine tho Jesuits' and othci 2iictendcib' titles The Commission is 
diawn out and thou instructions These the Piesideiit j\Ii Aun'riev 
intends to hung dow'ii along with him hoping to emliaik ou the George 
within these foui 01 fi\e dai's at full host.® 



Forieat's Hume Senes, I C9 

• Surat to Bomb.iv fitli Apiil 1072, Suiat Fact Out L. B Z of 10.70-1073 "IS 
Foi rent's Homo bcrics, r 59 i i - • 
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Material fl J 


AMD ISLAND. i?.?. 

On ihe subject of building the hoiiccs a Aicek lalcv, 2Ilvd Ajnil 1G72, 
m repl 3 '' to a Dombaj' letter tlie Suiat Council ivrite ■ AVe take due 
iiotiee of. what j'on sa^- concerning the building the houses of 
accommodation we oidcrcd and to that purpose sent j'ou donn 
biicklaj'eis. In regard j-ou make so great difficulties in the matter, 
and that there is present accommodation in the hospital for factois and 
also warehouse loom, j'ou maj* defer the building of the oaid houses 
until the Piesident comes down, who doubts not Init to cnntiivo then 
fronting the sea without any iiiegulaiiti' or impediment to other 
buildings so that the north-cast bastion shall command some sti ccts and 
likewise the water Bide AA’^c ehall take eaic to supply j'on with yoni 
dcsiied reeniit of moneys.^ 

The same j'car, ]Glh May 1G72, on being satisfied thcie was enough 
accommodation for the Companv^s serv'aiils and no new houses weie 
requiied, the Suiat Council wiite to Bombay: In legnid 3011 ha\e 
satisfied us that for the precent thcie is accommodation enough ni 
the hospital and other places foi tlic Companj *s servants, wo think 
good that 3011 tolnll 3 * do«ist from building those houses formcih' orrleied 
this 3 'ear, and go immcdialcl 3 ' in hand with the building of 1 wo large 
stone W'arehonses hchind the enslom house or in some place ncai it, such 
as may he capable of iccoiviiig into them Ibrcc to four good sliips' 
lading of goods Let tlicm foi the present be covered with tiles aud 
if possible finish them 1 ) 3 '' September next For effecting this let youi 
utmost iiidustiy be einplo 3 ed and no pietcnce binder it Tlieic will he 
great occasion for those warehouses. Sec 3 ’on do this Aiith as little 
noise as jiossible.® 

Three 3 'oars later, 18lh Dccembci 1G75, refei’i'ing to a reijncst from 
the Deputy Govcnior of Bomba 3 ' the Suiat Council wiitc AA’^e take 
notice of the Deput}- (loveinoi's rccpicst for the baking np Rs. 1000 on 
the house and land he liath bought. This pmehase he sa 3 's he has made 
on his arrears of salaiy in iiuisuauce of llie Comi)aii 3 '^R older. In this 
we have thought good to giatif 3 '’ him leqiiiiing the said Rs 1000 be 
chaiged to Ins debt and that he give a wiitmgwboieiii ho is to bind the 
said house and land' over to the Conipaii 5 ' for their sociirit 3 ' till he hath 
cleared account with them.® 

Five months later, 27th Ma_v 1G7G, thev iviite: As to the Deputy 
Govei nor and ^li. Petit's loqiicst to have Rs. 500 a piece advanced 
to them moie than the amount already jiaid on their an cars of salaiy 
tow'aid Iheii building, wo have tboiiglit good to dcmui our cou'^eiit 
thereunto till w'C undei stand what is due to them 1 ) 3 '' their ai reals 
of salaiy and -what then house hath stood them in. When we 
iindorstaiid those iioints w'e shall give our diioclions accoidingl 3 '.* 

Five weeks later, 4-th JUI 3 ' 1670, the Surat Council iviito to Bomba 3 ' ■ 
The President (Mr. Aiingier) having a dcsiie to build a street of 

•Suiat to liomliay 23 rd Apiil 1072, Surat Fact. Oat. L. B 1 of 1030-1073, 250. 
Fovrcht’s Homo fuiics, I 01. 

-Surat to Bombay lOth May 1072, Sin.at Foot Out. L. B. 1 of 1030-1073, 202. 
Foricst's Homo f’oiics, I, (il 

‘ Suiat to Bombay I 8 II 1 Dec. 107.-1, Sni.it Fact. Out. L B. 2 of IG75-7G, 13. Foi- 
ipst's Home bones, I. 7-t. 

Suiat to Bombaj 27lli May IG7ii, Sint Fact. Out L. B. 2 of 1P73-7G, 130, . , . 
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liouses on Bombay reaclung fiom Judge NiecolFs house to the vtater 
side and hanug caused the ginuiid to bo valued amounting to about 
COO XcraphinSj doth denre 3 'ou to buy the said ground of the onmer on 
the Companj^'s account and to let a lease of it to him (the Piesidenl) 
for 01 yeais aecoiding to tlie Comran)'’s older. When j'oii ha\e 
delircied him the said lca=e, the Piesident ivill then take immediate 
oiders foi Innlding the said stieet If j'ou judge it auywaj's incon- 
venient to the Companj' to hiij' the said gionnd foi their account, 
tlien. the Pieqdcnt desnes 3 'ou to huj' the said giound for his own 
account, causing the iviitmg to he liimlj- estahlmhed by tlie laiv, that 
ho may have a suflicient title tlieieunto, de'-iiipg yom answci by the 
next cossett (that is Idstd 01 couiici).^ 

About the clo«o of the yeai, 21st November 1676, touching the 
Comiianj''s houses at Bombay, the Sniat Council ivrite to Bomlxiy : 
You will see tliat the Companj' have desiied to he satisfied touching 
their houses in Bombay. We would theicfoic have j'ou cause a list of 
all the houses to he tnken siiecifdng then dimensions, the matciial of 
which thej' aie built, tlie 1001 ns whicli they contain, tho pic'ont uses 
theyaie put to, andtheii prime cost. Tins list send to us Hint wo 
ihay adnse the Company ivhai fuitlici is theiein iiecessaij',- 

On the 1st January 1677 the Suiat Council write to Bombay 
Wo have leeeived a list of the Companj-^s houses on tho island of 
Bombay with then dimensions but not then cost One sm.!!! house 
is termed in the list the Dog Houce, As we aie apt to believe this is 
put to some othei use than to keep dogs we would have you alter 
the nomination Also speeifj'tlio value 01 cost of each house paiticularlj'* 

The 24th Januaij’ 1677 the Bombay Council iviotetotlieDhectois • 
We send a list of all v'oui Ilonouis’ houses with their dimensions and . 
the materials they aic made of with the piime cost of the Court of 
judicature, hospital, and mint.* 

On the 12th March 1677 the Suiat Council w'lite to Bombaj" Wc 
formeilj' gave j'ou oidei to icceneunto the Honouiablc Company's 
cash tlie Bs 3U00 paid Mr. Plulip Gj'ffoid and .Mr John Petit on 
account of then niicais of calaij' for the building a house on Bombay 
wluch thej' have now' sold to the Company.® 

A month later, 10th Apiil 1677, tliey fuithci w'lite. Wo take 
notice that Mr. John Petit will now paj' into the Honourable Oom- 
pan }’'6 cash the Bs 1500 he took upon account of house building, hut 
wc do Eomcwliat blame him that he did not adiu-sc us hcfoic, that he 
had not wherewithal in his hands to pay hir GyfEoid’s Its 1500 he 
also took upon account of house buildiig, Wc shall now' demand the 
Ks, 1500 fiom Mr. Gj'fEord’s executors.® 


1 SDrat to Bomliiy 4tli July 1C7C, EDait Tnct Out. L B S of 1G75 7C, ICG 
Forrest’s Home bcncs, L 9S. 

* Surat to Bomlny I'll Kov. IGiC, Surat Fact. Out. L B. 2 of 1673-76, 209. 
Fomst’s Home Si'nc«, I HI. 

* Surat to Bomlni 1st Jan 1C77, Surat Fact Out L B 3 of 1C77- 1700, 1 -2. 

. See Out L B 4 of 1677 -1CS7, 11 

* Surat to llomKiy 12lh March 1677, .Sur-l Fact Out L B, 3 of 1677- 1700, 17. 

‘ Snrit to Douihny 10th .tpnl 1677, Surat F.ict Out, L B 3 of 1677 -17U0, 2S 
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On the 19th March 168U, withthe viewofproAndiiigasum equ.il to the 
ci\il and military charges of the Government, the Court required that 
all houses s^hould he valued, and a proportionate tax imposed on each ; 
the uncultivated land surveyed, and let out on rent and the maishy 
grounds drained and rendered fit for agriculture.^ 

Hegarding the use of their houses at Bombay, the 2nd July 1684, 
the Court mite to Surat : We understand we liaA'O great warehouses as 
also an hospital, a large house called the East India House, as also the 
chentry meaning shed) or bandar, and gieat stables, of all which 

little use is made, and no profit at all to the Company On the contrary 
the Sidi, nhen he is there with the MogliaPs fleet, makes use of them to 
live in, and to serve and fit Iris rigging which mil make but a mean 
account for the great expenses the Company lialh been at in erecting 
such cliargefible edifices. AVe therefore would dcsiie you to spend some 
seiious thoughts and to invent some means whereby those buildings may 
be employed to make us some better return for our great cost. Since 
there is so much to be put in order at Bombay, and we beg;in to think 
that place of great concernment to us, we would have our President 
when he tliinks ho can be spared fiom our biminess at Smat to make a 
tri]) over to Bombay to settle all our affairs, military and civil, in such 
a frugal regular method that we may have a better account of our 
tiadc, levenuo, and all other things there than we have lately 
received.® 

Kcgarding the state of the Company’s houses at Bombay a 
Bombay general letter to the Company, dated the 29th December 1686, 
has the folloiving • AYe have had a view of our Honourable jMasteis' 
houses in this islauc^ which are very much out of repair Sonic of them 
aie diopt down to the giouiid, otheis mil cost more to make them 
tcnantahlo than the houses and ground-ient is worth, but many of 
them that aic in town, when occasion shall serve, mil make good ware- 
houses andgodowns. The new Deputy Governor, Sir John AYyboine, 
has made the house in the fort much more commodious than ever 
it was, h.iving fitted up a very convenient cliapel out of two rooms 
Eitiialcd in the middle of the house, where there is room enough for 
four times the number of pco 2 )lo that we have on this island ® 

Three months later, 23rd IMarch 1687, the Bombay Council write 
to Suiat : The jMobrs’ Delvys have of late bmlt one house on the 
island and are now very importunate mth us to dig stones to build 
another. AA’c desne your Excellencj''s pleasure whether we shall 
permit them to build any iiioic * 

On the llth December 1686 the Bombay Council write to Surat s 
The water tanks were locked up above two months ago and the Deputy 


’ Conrb to Surat and Horabav, Util March 1679-80 . Biiioe, II. 436 
= Court to Sur.-it 2nd.Tnly 1651, Pub. Dap. Court’s Letters Vol. 1 of 1081 ■ 1883, 03. 
Dm mg the Sidi war (1GS7-1090) the Sidi YAkub Khdn put four great guns in tho 
Custom ITouso commonly called tho India House. Hamilton's New Account to the 
East Indies, Vol. 1 (1741), 220 

5 Bombay to Court 29th Dec. 1086, See. Out L B. 4 of 1677-1687, 41 -42. Forrests 
Home iacr’ies, 1. 149. 

t Bombay to Surat 23id SLirch 1CS7, See. Out Ju B. I of 1677 - 1687, 71. 
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(ioYi'moi lus fcpuiicd a good stoic o£ wood. "Wc cannot well get more 
ns tlic haifild.iis and siiblicddis on the other side demand large 
jicskcushes (picsciits) tVe hope we shall liaie no want of furthei 
supplies.^ 

Rcgaiding the hid state of the Companj 's sei rants' houses at Bom- 
bay the Couit wiilc on the 21st April 1709 . It has been icprescnted 
to ns that tlic houses of oin veiy factors and w'riteis as well as soldicis 
aio so old and ill-covered, that in the time of the lains people cannot 
keep di y imtliin doors, whcieby they get di>-tcmpeis lYe leiinire 3'on 
to take caie this he .nnended Let it not he looked upon as below the 
caic of anv of you, onr Counul. fiom time to time to examine into and 
iciiiedy tins complaint, not only as to oui covenant seiwants hut like- 
wise oui ‘^oldieis and all otheis who lecenc our wapci IVe tliall 
nevpi giiidgc an\' leasonable charge that is ncees'aiil^ laid out to Ea^c 
uiii iieople's hies and picseiie their health Ifcithci through snpine- 
ness 01 othciwisc j'ou do not take caie tJiesc our nidcts aie punctually 
nnd on ,ill ocea'-ioiis conijdicd witli, we know not liow lou can answer 
it to (!od ni ns - 

Chiistinas Dav of 1718 was nicnioiahlc foi fini'^hinff the Town 

Wall 

Til the matter of coinj ensalion for tiecs cut down to erect the town 
wall a Consultation ot the 33th June 1720 iccoids The I’lesidcnt 
having leceiiod nneial petitions of peisons dcsiiing satisfiiotion fnt 
gionnds hmit niicm by the town wall oi cncoanut tiees cut down, it 
is ntdcied that Mossis Blackett Afidfoid and Owen Pliilhpps onqnno 
into the same and laj' tlie whole demands hcfoic the Boat d foi onr 
dischaiging thejOnf ‘ 

Thc'-c ofiiccis .iccoidingh TC]>oit, the 26tii Jul\' 1720 . In 
obedience to j’oai Ilunoui soidei of the 13lh ultimo, with the assistance 
of the vcieadoics, wc ha^e examined into the demands of the seieral 
inhabitants of the island on the Bight iloiioinablc Companj- foi tices 
destioicd by building the town wall and foi batty giounds made u'C 
of on that account and cmplojedfoi ciilaiging the town without the 
walls IVe Inid llio whole damage to amount to fis lS59as will appeal 
by the li-ts we now- humbly lay hefoic jou The people in geneial 
sue moie dcsiious of haMng the same quantity of gioiind oi numbci of 
trees letuincd to them than of pajmeiitiu moucy which if j'oui Honoui 
ludge pio] ci may he allotted out of the oaits and battv giounds of 
the Right lloiioninblc Conqiany ' 

Thcieupon a Consultation, the SOlh Julj' 17r0, iccords • Accoiding 
to an Older of Council of tlic 13tli ultimo JIc-sis ^Iidfoid and Philhpps 
dcli\ er in then lepoit of the cocoamit trees that hai e been cut down and 
ot the battj' giounds that hate been made use of foi building the town 


’ lloinb. 1 } to Smat 1 Jtli IXi. JCSC, Sec Out L 13 I ot 1(177- IGS7, 38 
= Cciiirt to Bomba} 2’si apiil 170S para 10. Comp, of Standrag Ord. Vol 1 ot 
17Jo- 1721, 11,1 

= Tlic Rci Cobbe to (he Chiefs of Calicut and TellichcrrT, lOtli Jan 1710 m h« 
Acrnimt of ihe Bomhav Church {17i.nJ, .w . . i m . an 1 1 i., m nn 

• n"' *‘**1' 'Tudc 1710, Tub Dmn: 1 of 1720, Eb - S' 
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■wall belonging to the inhabitants who demand otheis in the loom of them 
Confoimable to an account foimeily diaw n out by ^lessrs Couitnev and 
Ciommelin, agieeablc to an older of Council of the 911i October 1719, 
it IS ordered that ilcssis. Midfoid and Phillipps with the icceiver of the 
levenues adjust and satisfy the same out of the Right Ilonouiable 
Companj'^s oarts and battj" gi-ounds and lay an account thereof befoio 
us that it may be biouglit on our gcneial books aecorilingly.* 

A Consultation, the 18th September 172 1, iccoids: Theic being 
about Rs 5090 in cash which sum is esteemed sufRcicnt foi the 
piesent service of the church, it is agreed that from the 1st of last 
month the half per cent collected for the same be appropiiated towaids 
building a custom house when it shall be thought pioper to set about 
that work.® 

A Consultation, the 9th July 1731, lecoids- Mr "William Homy 
Draper pie«euts a certificate from tlie Mattius (mlultarls) of Bombay 
of the mcasuiage of a piece of ginund iiart of that called Umbeicairy 
(CJmaikliadi) situated neai the Hill "t'isoi.ain pioduetiic onh’ of gra^s 
containing accoiding to the racisuic of thccoimtiythiity baigcs valued 
bv the said mattias in (rupees) twcnt 3 '-fonr which the said "William 
Hcniy Draper ofters to pay into the Ilonouivablc Compauj''s tveasur^- 
prajung he may be entitled to the said spot of ground to build a small 
house theieon,he pajing the Honouiablc Company the annual pension 
over and above the said J-ls. 24 puichase mone\', which is agreed to.® 

A Consultation, the 3id Decerabor 1731, recoids* Resolved that all 
peiEons that liavo a mind to build, applj' to the Jjind paymaster .and 
signify' to him in what pait of the town and what sort of a house they 
design to build. On the paj-master^s being satisfied that the spot of 
giound thc^yhave pitched upon is a pioper sitnatiou for sucli ahousc, he 
IS to giant them his license for building, lecciving as fees for the same 
Rs 2 and no moie, pionded the said house is built with stone and moitar 
and coveied ivith tiles, and for such houses as aie covered mth cajans 
Re. T j and upon anj' of the inhabitants applj'ing to the Seeietaiy for 
a lease or certificate to ascertain then title to the house to be built bj' 
licence of the paj'raastcr, he is to grant them such a lease oi ccitifi- 
cate for the same on p.aying him Re. 1 and no nioie.^ 

A Consultation, the 18th Maj- 1733, iccoids- It being found by 
expeiieucc that little legaid has been liad bj' the inhabit.ints withiii 
and uilhout the walls to an older of Council made the 3id of Decem- 
ber 1731 directing that all poisons uholiaveoi may lieienflei have 
houses should apply to tlie Secictaij- for a regular lease of the said 
house or houses pajung him Re. 1 as his fee for diawing out the said 
lease, it is agieed that we order a publication to be made enfoicing 
the said order under penalty of .dispossessing all such persons as shall 
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1 Bom Gov. Consultation 30th Jnlv 1720, Tab Diaiy 1 of 1720, 123. 

- Bnm Gov. Consullalion IBtli S:epM72J, I’nb. Diaij- 2 of 1721, 1 10. 

••Bom Gov. ConsnUation 9th, Inly 1731, rub. DjaiyJ of 17.31 70-71 As early ns 
1720, I’nb. Liiary I of 1720 page 110, there ivere houses enough outside of the fort to 
make the question of their taxation important. 

‘ Bom Gov. Consultation 3rd Dec 1731, Tub. Diary 4 of 1731, 164 - 165 



Chapter IV. 

rortificationB 
and. Buildings 

ZTonsc Leases, 
1733 . 


Itcpsirs 
to I’alilic 
Buildings, 
1710 


Clearance 
round tlic 
Tov n lynll, 
1750 


IHlstoilKt 

438 BOMBAY TOW>' 

not pioJucc an autlicntic Jaisc airnucl bj the Sccicbin' in nx nvjiiUi'! 
from the date of the raid publication ascertaining then n^rlit to tlu' 
Eaid home or houses and the ground they arc built on. Agieoll'iat 
the Secietaiy in flaming such leases, grant a term of foih-one ji-ar* 
renewable on the party's pajnng a line of half a ycjr’« lent of tin 
said house or tenement, according as the same *^hnll lx? inluwl by the 
Second in Council and the Collector of the revenues fni the lime being 
and the possessor ^ 

Rcgaidiiig repaiis to public buildings the Diarj of the Glli June 
174U contains the following entry: 'Jlic Picsident lepnrts to the 
Board that sundry iciiaii*. lulling I'ccn found ncccs«aiy in the ])ub'iic 
buildings, as tiling a caipentcrs’ and saivycrs’ ‘lied in the niaiiiic jaid, 
hithei to only coicied with ciyffnv wliidi arc exticincly liable to lire, 
repairing the ruinous !M,tndvi orcnstoin house at Mnhiiii, and new rouhng 
the surgeons’ houses in the hosjutal , he hadaccoidiiigl^ ordcicd the same 
to 1)0 set about willi fitting expedition, which is appioved of.' 

lu connection with the demand of the inihlaiy aulhoiities fir .i 
clear space round the town wall a Consnlt.ition of the 10th M iv 171’?) 
iccoids. The PrcMdcnt icpiescnts to the Boaid that tlioiigh ihe pas-es 
of the island aie lendercd as defensible as they can at piC'Cnt b' made, 
c-iillin his oinmon the b‘>ats now cmploied in the rniT migbl by 
means of liattciics easily be compelled to rctiie. In such a ea c a 
dotermined enemy mig)it olicct a landing on tlie island If siicdi 
an unfiiitunato ciicum-tance Iniijicnetl, the town wall, lieingiio more 
than eleven feet in height icckoiiing up to tlie'curdun, would m the 
opinion of tlic engineer !« unfit bi lo^i-t luticnc' As JkjshJi’s the 
shelter they would gne loan attacking f>ii(>e the cocoanut tiees aiul 
houses near the wall would fumi-h ready inaieiial for rai-ing hot tone , 
the Picsident recommends to the cou'idcratinTi of ihc Bi>aid wlii'lhe it 
niav not lie absolutely ncccssari to icmeoc tlli^ soaice of daneti by 
clearing all bouses and trees 'williin a certain uU't.ance lh>| wa'**. 
Some of the members ap]>i«.bcnding this motion to b? of gn.il inij'esl- 
ance, dc'iie time to considei of it and are ludulgfd till lo-monow to 
gdi c their ECiitinioiits 

Tlic next dav, lltli May 17 . 30 , the Braid continue ■ Ilcsnniing the 
consideration of \cttcida\''s propo-.al tw mal.ing a ilnraiife loiind tie 
town wall by cutting down the coc'’ianut trees md d- in>'ii‘-b'n;; 
the houses that aic tro near it, the a]'pie.ich rf the rainj sia-^en vby i 
may dm o the ‘uffeieif! to gicat ‘bcights, is taken notice of in < lye' turn 
to the proposal IjCing immeJiateh ]<ut in rveculion, the unLi'itain*> ol 
the cxjwn'C IjCing mentioned n= anotlicr olislacle It i' i(“"bfd tin. 
]>re\iousto onr fimi delcrmiu'ilion a linerf one Imndied jarilsliC dn’vn 
round the town wall, and a comjiufat’on unde of thca.due of all tl.' 
trees and liou=es which it mav bo neci ‘=.ary to irmrue within tb-it f J "t*, 
nad a report lx* made thereof for the further informatun of tb:« B'".rd * 


• IVai Oer C"i‘aitalicc IS:n Mn^ 1733, Tcb r>.a*T .S pJ IT'J "•!, 1"7. 

* I‘. n I.iiT Crtn'otlsMa" Cah J' 'it IT-iO, I'ijI' lliarj 13 nl J75'I tO, 

' Rvt r:p' , f'uaniJla*’m lO.h Mnr 171^. I’ab Ilijrj IC nf lT3a V*, I7‘ - li^ 
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The rcqiiirel calculate havin" hccn received the 6t.li July 1739 an 
entry in the Diary inns: The Pi c&ident delivers into the Doaid a 
calculate made at his order agiccablc to a icsoliitioii in Council of 
the nth hfay last^ by the voieadoics of all the ticcs and houses nithin 
the circuinfercncc of one hundred j'ards outside the vails. The sum is 

as follows : n*. qn.. n. 

Oiiits and Ticcs belonging to privafo peraons .. r)21S 1 *10 

Do. to tliQ Honoumblc Company ... OTd 1 r >0 
Houses nppiaiecd by bricl:l!i 3 'cia and ciirpcntors 30, -Md 0 10 

Total . . 30,703 3 0 

Upon this it IS obEcivcd how iricgular a practice had heretofore 
obtained of planting trees and building houses through the pci mission 
or conniiaucc of the Government within the distance prescribed for 
the safety of all regular foitilications. Seeing that the necessary 
prccauiion has hitherto been cntiicly disiegardcd, it behoves this Board 
to conic to such a resolution as may cfloctiially picvont tin's evil, and 
obviate such iriegularitics and inconvoniencies as have arisen for want 
of proper control in the buildings, woilcs, and idantation of trees both 
within and without the wall. It is therefore agreed that the following 
order be issued by the authority of this Boaid to the pioper olRccrs, 
as well as duly published . That no houses be made or lebuili nor any 
trees planted within the distance of four hundred yards fiom the town 
wall, nor any houses erected within the said wall, until the ground be 
surveyed by the engineer foi the time being, and by him be iccom- 
mended to the land paymaster for his approbation and leave. 

In consideration that the woik of digging a ditch will require a 
strict atitiCndance of (odicers) to overlook all dishuiscmcnts and other 
incidental expenses, and, as the additional service appears too gieat a bur- 
then for the laud paymaster’s otTice, the Board pitches upon Mr. Thomas 
Marsh to take cliai'gc thereof. Mr. John Morlcy has oidcr to deliver 
the same over to Mr, Llait-h, and hlv. William Nicholls, now assistant 
to Ihe warehouse keeper, is ordered likewise to assist under hir. hlarsh 
in tlie said office. The Board then proceeds to consider, as sot forth 
in our last Consultation of tlie 29th June, the most proper method of 
raising the voluntary contiibution tow-irds thewoikofthe ditch of 
tliiitj'’ thousand rupees from the body of merdiants The same being 
debated, we are unanimously of opinion that until the amount bo 
cleared one pci cent be levied upon the trade, in addition to the two 
per cent contribution to the town wall. The proceeds of' Hus extra 
one per cent to be carried to the head of Contribution to the toivn 
ditch. It is oidcrcd that the custom master do collect and distin- 
guish the same accordingly.^ 

On the question of removing the trees and houses round the town 
wall, on the 11th March 1742 the Court write ; We observe that the 
late President (Honourable Mr. John Horne, 1734 - 1739) before our 
last ship’s departure, was for rcmovmg all trees and houses round the 


CJhapter IV. 

Fortifications 
and Buildings. 

ERpLinadc, 

1739. 


One For Cent 
Ditch &lonc}’i 
1730. 


Bsplanadc, 

1742. 


> Bom. Gov. Consultation Cth July 1739 , Pub. Diary 12 of 1738'30, 23S -257. 



440 


BOMBAY TOWjS^ 


IHistorcM 


Cliapter IV. 

Fortifications 
and Buildings. 

.Esjilnnndc, 

1742. 


1744. 


•isposal of llio 
Cut Trees, 
1712 


town wall, lo the distance of at least point blank shot We took 
notice with pleasure thatthice ofthemembeis Mcssis Geckie, Dudley, 
and Maisli stood in the gap and by a seasonable opposition prciented 
the proposal at that time being put in execution. Although our 
duections weie desired thej' were not dulj’ waited foi, as by the 
oieiland adMces we have the moitification to find that a few days 
aftei the ship's dejiaituie, the late President earned his point. If 
we aie lightly inioimcd the expense and loss to the island will 
amount to a veiy gieat sum Thus when one costly step has been 
taken, our sei rants hare continually fallen into another, vrasting oui 
estate in a veiy expensive and unsatisfactoiy manner. To what end 
IS such a laige military and marine ioicc maintained but to keep 
an enemj’fioni handing, which by safe guarding the passes we aie 
well assured is impiactieable A due obsci ranee of oui last jeai's 
oiders mil compel 3*011 to la}* aside .all such piojects You must 
undcitahc no expensire rvork whatevei rrithout an absolute necessit}' 
until 0111 leave is first obtained for the same. Wo shall lake this 
afiaii into furiliei considciation Foi the piesont rve diicct that those 
who did not dissent to this costl}* step shall not be sent to anr* suboi- 
dinate settlements noi expect an}* lurthei faiour fiom ns till this 
matter is cleaicd Pcrceiring that the Council rvcrc ncail3' equally 
dirided in their sentiments rvith lespect to the cutting dorvii of the 
trees and pulling down the houses, we desne ourPicsident (Honoui- 
ablo Ml Stephen Larv, 1739-1742) to send ns his ]mp.artial opmion on 
that ailaii.^ 

Two yeais later, 20th Match 1744, the Couifc rviite. We aie 
highly pleased that a reduction of our ehaiges and incicasc to oui 
levenucs on Bombay have already been accomplished since our Piesi- 
dent (Honouiable JIi. William Wake, 1742-1750) came to the chan , 
that b3'the rvoiks being all completed, our mone}* is no longci buiied 
in stone walls or ditches. Fiom such a good beginning rve pcisuade 
ourselves that some further sarings rvill be made both at 3*our pl.scc 
and at the subordinate factoiies Our Picsidcnt assuring us that 
he vcnlj* beberes none of the Council rrbo wore foi cutting dorvn 
the ticcb and pulling down the houses, had 0113' piirato riows, but acted 
to the best ot llieii judgment, rve are rrilling to forego any fuithcr 
censure, and thercfoic levoke our formal orders foibidding their being 
sent Clneis to anr* suboidinatc factoir*, expecting that foi the fiituic 
mthout our leave being fiist obtained the}* will be utterly arerse fiom 
all expensire measures - 

As to the disposal of the tiecs cut down round the town wall 
a Consultation of the 2nd Febiuar}* 1742 lecords : As the tiees 
that have been cut dorvn may* be serviceable to the poor iieople 
who aie lebuilding their houses, it is diicctcd that the oveiseer 
of the oarts uccommodace such pel sons as appl3’' to him with the 


• Court to BomTjrj 11 th March 1742 paras C6 -71, 111, Pah Dcp. Court’s LcUeir 
Vol 3 of 1712-1731, 0-10, 16. 

’ Court to Bombay 20th March 1741 paras S3, 54, Pub, Dep Court’s Letters Vol. 3 
of 1742 . 1751, 00. 
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numbcis tlioy ■4va2ifc and dispose of tlic rcmaindci’ at public oiilcrv 
for the most they will foteb.^ 

Regarding compensation for trees a Consultation of the 2blh 
May 1742 i coords : The several persons whoso trees have been 
cut down ill consequence of our late I'csolutioii being constantly 
for restitution, it is ordered that the several claimants be by a 
publication directed to give in their several demands within fifteen 
clays Such as shall neglect to make a dcinnnd rvithin the term 
limited, shall be excluded from the benefit of a return." 

Regarding the recovery of the lenl of the ground to which the 
people were removed in consequence of the clearance of the giound 
round the town vv'all, a Consultation of the 2!)tlr October 1743 
records : The President moves in behalf of several jiossessois of 
ground on vvdiich the people who have been obliged to remove 
their houses in coirsequence of the rcsohrtion for a clearance round 
the town hav’e rebuilt. lie remarks that the indigent circumstances 
of inanj' of those moved from the Creeir will cause groat dillicultj in 
the recovery of the rents, a work for* which the landholders must 
neglect their own occupations. This would not be the case with 
the Company as they have persons properly appointed for the 
collection of their revenues and by v’irtue of bis station tbo over- 
seer may easier .force a compliance. He proposes a calculate bo 
made of the revenue that will arise from the ground rent of the 
houses so erected compared with what the same compass of ground 
vvmuld otherwise j'ield. If this is ascertained the Companj' should 
be no sufferer.s by taking the built plots and in exchange 
returning an equal measurement of land. To this the Board agree 
and direct that the proper examination and calcnlato bo made 
The President observes the ground round the town wall which 
at present lying fallow yields no revenue, may be made to yield 
something if let out to be planted with batty. At the same 
time it ought to be expresslj” forbid that any fence hedge or trees 
be planted or elected as in time that would be found of equal 
detriment, as if the trees and houses already removed had re- 
mained He proposes that a publication be issued that all persons 
who are inclined to take any part under the above eonditiona 
do give in their proposals within three months for the Board’s 
<lctcrmination. To this the Board agree.''* 

A Consultation of the 6tb May 1743 records The owners of 
some batty grounds whereon houses were built when the peojdu 
removed Iroin round the wall, being solicitous for a return, and 
tlie overseer of the oaits having ascertained each person’s piojior- 
tion, the whole being of the annual produce of 38 vmdnit 20 lyhaids 
and lb adliolis batty, it is agreed to make return of an equal 
quantity of ground and that the Collector of the revenues receive 
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the othoi into liib charge and lecover the lont ns it becomes due 
fiom the possessojs of the houses built thcieon.* 

To take advantage of the destruction of Iiouses by fire a Con- 
sult ition, the 10th Februaij' 1741, recoids A fire which happened 
a few dai's past having consumed sc\ oral of the remaining iiouses 
witiiin the line of tliiee hundred yards fiom the toun wall, the 
Board are unanimous in opinion not to safier any new houses to 
be erected on the same ground - 

A Consultation of 10th Febiimiy 1741 recoids; Ur. Maish 
rcpiesenting that without some lepairs he speedily given the 
sluices nt Dliar-ivi a large extent of ground will bo oveillowed by 
the sea, a calculate of the woik nccessaiy to be done is now pie- 
sented amounting to Rs 1650. It is agiecd the same be set 
about ^ 

'J'lvo 3 ‘esis Intel the Bombay Diaiy of the 7th Febiuaiy 1746 
has the following enhy: Directed that Jlcssis Itawdon and 
Sandcis he appointed to allot ptopei spaces of giomid to such of 
the inhabitants as may be inclined to build in the ton n ' 

^lessis. John Spencer and H. Caiueion write to Government 
on 16th June 1746 • Agieeablc to 3 'our directions to us ue have 
examined into the condition of the seveial wells and holes both 
within the town and to a convenient distance without it aud tliink 
it necessary to make the following remarks 

Within the Toion , — ^There is a svell in the Honouiable Company's 
Rope Walk belonging to Sir. John Saundeis which is in the middle ■ 
of the common path CTcn with the smfaco of the earili and only 
part of it coveied with a few rotten boa ids and is so improperlj' 
situated as it ought to he filled. Between the compound walls of the 
houses of Captains Lcwisaml Atkins is a laige hole from which m the 
1 ains danger mn}' be appielicndcd, especially on one side uhcic it takes 
awnj’ pai t of tlie common path which side ought to be filled up and 
1 ailed. Anotbci should be made sloping and the caith taken fiom 
tlicnco cairicd to the side that is most dangerous ishich in a great 
measure would icineJy the present jncouicnicncc of this hole. 
The well by the Poituguese chapL-1 wherein it is '.aid so inanj' 
people have fallen v.’ants oiilj' two .sinrill battens to make it per- 
Icctl}'’ sccuic The most dangcious hole is one between the com- 
pounds of ^Ii Lambton’s and Ensign Newman’s houses which 
after haul lains is alwaj's full of watei, is very deep and that side 
next the path most ficquented, the deepest. It would he ver^' 
expensive to fill this hole up, hut it is absolntel}’ necessaiy' it should 
he tailed in at least on that side next the common road In the 
coiTee gaidcn near the compound of the Parsonage house is a deep 
u ell sunk b}* the Honourable Company now ot no use which is 
dangeious to passcngcis having no fence and being clo'e to the 


'Bom Gov ConsoUition Ctli 'Mn 1743, Puli Dmrv 16 ot 1711, 129. 
-Bom Gov ConsaUntioii lOtb Fell I'll, Puli Diarv 17of 1714, .13 
' Pull Dian 17 ol 1744, 15. 
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TlCatciidls.} 

AND ISLAND. '14» 

footpath Ihvo or three days before \vc inspected it a peison had 
fallen in, but it luckilj' happening in the da^' time was taken out 
alive The hole maj'^ easily be made sccnie to passengers by running 
up a dwaif wall on one side of it the other three being nhcady 
surrounded, but, as it is not faced, in a little time, by the earth fall- 
ing in, it will bring down a largo part of the Paisonagc compound 
wall and as there are other wells near, it had better be filled up. 
Under the gorge of the Banian bastion is a well whieli much 
w'ants to be secuicdaud a ^loor woman who owns it has promised to 
fence it pioperly in three or four daj's In that part ot the town 
which is inhabited by the topass soldiers is a large well in the 
middle of the street which does not leave a passage two foot wide 
on each side of it. It is even with the ground which makes it vci}' 
dangerous and it ought to be filled up as .several people have 
lately fallen into it. In the middle of the cut tain between the 
Banian and Prince’s bastions is a well belonging to the Honourable 
Company the fencing of which wants only a small repair to 
make it quite secure. In the small bazdr bj* the old Sldndvi bastion 
is a very deep ivoll which is said to belong to Rupji Dhanji is fenced 
but very insecuiely by its being much too low. It w'ould be 
proper to call upon him to raise it to a sufficient height which may 
bo clone at a very trifling espcn.se. 

Wiihout (he Town,— IScav tha Apollo gate and public load aro 
three largo deep wells without any manner of fence about them 
which aro of no use since the tices have been cut down round the 
town wall. The}’ are faced with .stone and the cai th that was taken 
out to sink them never having been removed to any distance it Avould 
be an easy matter and little cxpen.se to fill them up again -with the 
same In the p.^tli fi'om the bazar gate to Siv.iji's Punch house is a 
well faced ■with stone formerly in the compound of one of the houses 
pulled down. 'J’he well is now of no use and as it is dangerous it 
■would be necessary to fill it up. t lose by the Punch house door is 
another well, the fence of which ought to be raised something higher 
to make it secure. Great part of the ■wall of the tank joining to the 
Poitugucse church close by the public load is fallen down and 
the rest is so very ruinous that it will soon bo in the same condi- 
tion if not timely repaired. In a .street near the Portuguese 
church is a dangerous well said to belong to one Ventubhili who 
has promised to make it secure in a few days ^ 

Ecfcrring to this letter a Consultation, the 2dth June 17 IG, records : 
Head a letter from the clerk of the maiket and the cleik of the 
works containing their remarks on the conditions of several wells 
and holes both within the town and for some distance without it. 
The expense of filling up some and fencing others is estimated by 
them at about Rs 3 51 A. Ordered that the land paymaster repair 
.such as belong to the Honourable Company, and the others must 
be done by such of the inhabitants as live adjacent the same.® 
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In nf'C'ii iliiiij !•» lini>-e nio..t -if tlio lin^liOi linii'-i.s i.citj 
Jmilt r.iiiii'l tin (Jii-t'ii.* Tiny vri'ii: i^uitiiifl-floiiicd witli 

n coHit-\nriMi*f<iif ftnd Ifhiiul tiiidnlllcts ami out-l>f>\i..P'.. Tiny 
^\cio si|li..tiiu(iiilly Iniill \\Itli *:|oiii> iimc mifl ])ln'.l»i. Tlicy wun 
nfti'ii wliiti M'liicli hml a in-iit nir Imt ctm'.i’d n IrouMi.*- 

‘.oiiir ijl.'U.' Ijiltin sl.i-... avusUmi] In-.l-'Afl of tlic .sa-.ln*'. 

WiTi- '.tcr-'diclls wlilf li It t liirlit tliioiijih nml ■.lopppti 
,L'laip TIi.< flii<iiM\.is of <>tiicco oi cliiiii.iiii lime i)t Iniiiil '.hulls liy 
.1 ])<'ciili(ii iMt '■() ]i‘i1i.<lii.fl that \«iii iMii spp join fiu’2 in it Tiio 
ll■ll.lPi .. wui. .'iImi iindf of diunnni. lint tlip •■iin was apt to 
ci.a!!; flii'iii Ati.'iiipt.. lia<I l>“rn mndt.' to jiaint iliu nnlU. But 
mU in till* liiii.' ‘.p.iilul tin* paint Whit tin- PoilngacM' callud 
\i r.i'nl.is «(■•■(“ a ii'-t ful similar a '.'am., t tin- Min." 

I'll'' !>' '.t houx-s, writu'. (Tio-ip, of tin* liliilc lucichanls Ihoiisjh all 
w.'i.' lint lil.ii'k. nvio III till* town whitli \\n.'< nh.aiit a iiiilt m ciicmt 
Mo.t of thc>.* iimi I'h.iiits* !ioii>-i’s wei o ill-lnnlt ami iiicoininofl\on>-'. 
with iiiiall w imlow lifjht., n*i<I ill-aiiani^uil looms J]icn tliu lx's! 
li i\i‘ a c<‘i fain an rii |ll■‘.InI|Ps< iniil chiiiisinos.. ' 

(Ji.iM* iiiciilionsii well within the foit ainl nd.K But the w'atei is 
not I* :tit'ni* ly "ouil ami lialilc to be ihieil up in the heals It is 
also to b» ohsoived that the w’atei in geiiei.il on the isl.iiid is 
not lockoiud the h,*st, ami li.is bucii "i\en foi a leason wh\ the 
tuiitu meichants were not ■so fniwaid to settle on it, watni l>eingf 
a piiat of HI eat consequence witli them foi ns the}' dunk no 
spiiitnoiis ri(|i]nis they are \ery curious and disceimiij; in the t.aslc 
and ‘inniilies ol wnleis* 

'I'wo seals l.iler a Cuiisnlt.itioii of the 12th ^fny 17.')2 recnids 
Ml liiiw'ieiiee Snlnnn on deliseiiiig elunje of the custom house 
to Me Tliiun.is Hodges, nml after taking the oaih tDmli.ro>l him 
b\ the I’resideiit and one of the c.immittee, is appointed In's 
.Miiiests 's JuslKc ol I’eacc loi legahitnig gionml to ci-eel houses 
nml prcM nt enciondimeiits on the lii<;h loads 

On the question ol eneionchiiients.t. Consultation of (he lOch Match 
]7.'>I recoids' Tjevcial ol the iiilmlnlants within the town wall 


' The Gn'. 71 w ’<! a sj. i(.i)ius an t jiIi I oil out in Utall s p] inteil v illi trees 

On tlic creen n o situ.iteil the mih Kapli^h church nt Uinuhsi mil uhich u.a? full 
'iillii lent fur nio iin-Mhlc LOncre,; ition of tliciii nt it 'Jhisihiinh was a builchn:' 
rslreineh lint comiiiii<linus and am (Gro'c's VnTnee, I .IS) Bc'-i'lc.s tlic Grtcu 
Ihiiuhat liad two icrs pleasant cnnlciic cullii.ateil after the iLiiropcan inunuLr 
■J he one a little V aj nut of the f;.itcs mix'd to nio Knulish (;cntlcinin, the nthcr 
lunch Inipcr .and fliiLr nt nhout fiac inilcc di-t.inie fruiii the tuun, (hat is at rnrcl, 
uhtre the Gnaernor liad a acia acrecable couiili^ house Grose remarks 'Jliis 
house aaas orienialla a Romish chapel beloniriii" to the .Tesuits hut confiscated about 
ITlti for &omc foul practices n".aini.t (be l.nehsh interest It is nnaa, be continrcs 
ll7rn), cimacrlLil into a ]ilcasant niniisuui-Iiousc, nnd aahnt aaitb the additional 
I nildines nnd improa ements of the i;.aTi1cus nfliirds a spacious and commodinns 
hnhil.ation. Thcic is an nacmie to it of a hedec nnd trees near a mile long, and 
fhoni;h near the -oa side, IS shcHcred from the air of it he .i hill hiluirn Hero 
the Goal moi i.a hpend most part of the he.ats, the .air hem;; pooler and fresher 
tlian in toa II , .i~'l iiiitliine IS aa.inting Ih.at maa make a (.u'liitra rclircmcDt nerce 
.il.Ic tiros. sVi-eje, 1 4<i 
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biive maJc encroachments on the high roads and eiecteil sheds and 
buildings witliout license. These encroachments li.'iving been 
inspected by the proper ofiiccr.Sj to prevent anything ot this n.ituic 
icciirring in future, the rules and regulations now nffiKcd at the 
foot of tlu.s Consultation are ordered to be deposited in the Collector’s 
office, Fuitlicr that the inhabitants may be dul}' apprised theieoi 
and no one plead ignorance, these regulations are oidcrcd to be made 
public by beat of druin.^ 

'J’hc following publication by the Honouiable Richard Bourchier 
Esipiirc, Picsidcnt and Governor of His Hajesty's Castle and 
Island, Bombay, was accordinglj’ issued : 

■\Vhcreas, in contempt of the Government, seieral of the inhabit- 
ants have made encroachments on the high roads by erecting 
buildings and .sheds without license, the said President and Gov- 
ernor by and with the advice and consent of his Council- has 
thought proper to ordain and direct that all cajan or palm-loafed 
sheds and pent-houses are to be pulled down till the monsoon 
sets in. Liberty will then be obtained for refi.xing such as aio 
necessary ami these will continue till the bi caking up of the mon- 
soon and no longer.^ That all pent-houses whether thatched or 
tiled made without leave that appear encroachments in the streets 
he pulled down. That in future no houses walls coiiipouiids or 
sheds bo elected within the town wall before a certificate is granted 
by the committee under their hands for that purpose. Every 
stoiehonsc elected within the town wall to be covered with tiles 
in less. than thirty days or else to be pulled down and the owner 
thereof fined j and all ciijan or palm-leaf huts to be unioofcd. 
■\Vhon liberty is given for building a house tlic .applicant must 
set about it in twenty days No stones chunam or other materials 
to la^' longci ill the public street than ten days befoic the work 
of huildiiig begins. All the grainalook (prickly -pear the Por- 
tuguese giao maluco) hedges within the town w.all to be dug up 
by the loots, especially those round the rainpai Is. That, as few 
of the pic&ent holders of houses agree with the names on the rent 
loll, the name of every person purchasing a house within the 
walls be recorded iii the Collectoi’s office before the piiichaser 
enters ill the premises. That, piovidcd upon lenicasuicincnt they 
aic found offender.s, evciy por-soii ,wlio has iiKsistcd on liaving 
liis gi ound incasui cd to prove he has made no c icioachments, pay 
Captain Cameron’s fees besides the fine. That no storehouse be 
built within the town wall under a thousand rupees value If 
aay one piesume to act in contempt of the above regulations, he 
shall be suhjocb to such penalty as the Honourable the President 
and Council pleases to inflict And that no one maj’ presume to 
plead ignoiance hereof tlie said President and Governor hath 
causefl tliis notice to be piiblisliod by beat of drum and affixed at 
the usual places. Dated in Bombay Castle this 19th Muich 1754.“ 


• Horn Oov. Con'.nUalion lOlli Maroli 1751, Pub Diary 27 of 1751, 01. 
’ Pub. Diiiry 27 ot 1751, 97-08 Foi rest’s Home yciios, II, 83. 
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Letter from jri. John Spencer, Collector, to the I’lesitlent and 
Council, 19th Noveniher 17.'j‘1 On c^r.iinining into the inciits 
of the petition ot Mnnocl Bnietto uiid Limji, cnteicd in Consulta- 
lion of the 6th Aiign-t Inst, I fiml that, in legard to the tiec«,e\cr 
since the (Hgging of the town ditch thc.v do labour undei the 
hardships they set ioith. When the ditch was begun the Ficsident 
and Council insisted on ^fanoel Barclto and Limji permitting a 
number of houses to lie built in their icspcctivc oarts within the 
walls to ho inliahitcd by the military I undoi^tnnd that most of 
the military liaso iound incnns to evade paying the owner tlie usuil 
quit-rent ot siv let. Further by nil accounts the petitioners suffer 
1 10111 the onits being inlmbitcd, ns this picvcnts the tiecs being 
piopcily cultiiatcd. As thej’ show in then petition a desne ot 
changing tiicii oaits for others of the Honouiablc Company's, 
1 thought it ncccssnrj* to onlci the vcrcadoies to make a valuation 
of the ticcs ns they now stand in the cxnctcst nianncr they possilily 
could nccoidiMg to the natiue of the ticcs Tin's valuation and 
report arc enclosed for youi Ilononr’s perusal Tlie gi ound of these 
oarts being for the most p.irt filled up by veiy ordinary houses, 
I applied to tlie clcik of the woiks to give me n plan of that 
part of tlie town that j'our Ilonour might foi m tlie better 
judgment in regard to tlicir removal in order to make room for 
houses foi merchants of substance which at present are so much 
wanted nithin the nails. His attention to otlicr matters has pie- 
icntcd the clcik of the woiks finishing the plan in the manner 
he intcuded. Yet as enough of it is pcitormcd fo give your Ilonour 
the iicccssaiy knowledge ot the ground, I did not think it neces- 
.sary to detain the report on that account. As to tlie fine laul on 
Mnnoel Bnretto, the gentlemen of that coininittee being meinbcis 
of the Board, can inform your Honour n hat may bo necoss.ny in 
regard thereto ^ 

The vorcadoics’ report on the number and value of trees and 
the aica of empty .spaces gives the following details^- 
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• PuT) Diary 28 o£ 17.s5, 39-40 

* Pall Diary 28 of 1733, 41-.12. Besides the trees sliown in the fitatement there 
irasin the Te]aadi oart one tree, bcanng fmit, rained nt He 2^ and one tree, to bear 
frnit, i.alned nt He 2, nhioli bronpht tbe total to 433 trees and 1774 { rupees Tlie 
.adiancc c.a1cul.atcd nt 400 to 430 per cent bioucht the total of He. J774i to 
Hr. 0005-2-12. 
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A Consultation of tlio 16lli December l75b iceoids ; Mr. 'William 
Andrew Piice, paymaster to the additional fortifieations and buildings, 
lays before the Board an aeeonnt amounting to Bs. 740-2-50 of the 
valuation of eertain houses, being pait of what must be pulled down 
to make the raielin befoie the Bnzilr Gate, and to clear the ground 
about Dongi’i Port. This account being judged equitable he is oidercd 
to discharge il.* 

In their letter of 31st January 1756, pai*ngraph 121, Government 
write to the Court : A house belonging to the Honourable Conipanj’ 
situated near the horse stables, being in so ruinous n conilition that 
it would have cost Rs. 1000 to repair it, and then only accom- 
modate one of your servants, we judged it more 3 'our ilonours^ 
interest to dispose of it together with the compound. 'J’hej' weie 
aecordingl}' sold the 20th Sla}’ for Rs. 2705, w lich sum appears n 
gain on the general books as it was never bi ought on.- 

In the same letter of 3 1st January 1756, paragraph 125, Govern- 
ment add : Mr. Samuel Hough found the inaiiiie house in a iniich 
woise condition than could be expected, rendeiing it neccssaiy 
almost to rebuild it. An account of the charges incuricd ho pre- 
sented in Consultation the 15th Jiilj- amounting to Rs. 7117-3-17. 
Being persuaded he had carried on the repaus with the utmost 
frugality' bj' daily ovcilooking the workmen and expense of inate- 
lials, we ordered him to be icimbursed out of the treasury which 
we hope j’our Honours will deem reasonable.® 

At the close of the same year, 15th December 1750, in paragraph 
114, Government write to the Court: The superintendent repre- 
senting that the marine sufi'ered great inconvenience bj*^ being much 
streightened for looin in the warehouses wheic the geiicial stores 
were kept for the use of their ciuizcis and that the w.irchouscs like- 
wise wanted new roofing, we ordered the land pajuna-stcr to lepair 
and enlarge them in such manner as the service rcqniicd under the 
superintendent’s inspection.'* 

As leg-ards the increase of houses within tlie town on Ibo 31st 
March 1756 the Couit write : It is with satisfaction we observe j'oiir 
bcheme for accommodating many of the creditable inhabitants m the 
town, who, much against their inclinations, were obliged to live without 
it. We shall add that whatei er regulations aie made for the encourage- 
ment of the people in gpncial and of the richer sort in particular, 
will always meet with our approbation when they aie calculated fi'r 
the mutual intereit of the Company and the people residing under 
their protection.®, 

A Consultation of the lOtli August 1756 records : Pait of the dam 
Captain Jacques do Funck has made to confine the water in the town 

1 I’lib niaiy 23 of IJ.!.!, 470, 

- Pill). Diary 28 of 1755, 217. Pub. Pep. L. to tlio Court Vol 4 of 17CC.57, 44-45. 

3 Pul) Dioiy 28 of 1765, 270 Pub. Pop L to the Court Vol. 4 of 1750-67, 45. 

* Pub Pop Lettois to tho Couit Vol 4 of 1750-57, 165, 

* Couit to Uonuliay 31st Mnreh 1750 pain 00, Piii). Pijp. Couil's Lcttcis Vol. 1 of 
17.)3-1750. 309-310. 
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ilit<'li from jns-injT (aivirds the r.-ivi'liii novl ll)e Ih/Ar Galfi Ji.i', 

£^n^•n s^.n. iShoiiM (lio \sliolu dam ''isu w.iv no water will reiiiain in 
the diloliiitil in ron'setiHenee the town wells mil become div To 
aioi'l ‘•Ill'll .1 calamity, .1- tV’ whole dam appeals wc:ik', the Prcsi'lcnt 
jiiopn'O'; til'll ('ajit.im l)e I'liiick he ordeicil to make .another d'lm 
twoiiti oi tliirli feet fioni the present one. In this tlie Board 
concur.' 

Ill IT.Vi uiili .a Slew to clear a still I.irger area round the town 
wall more coenamit trees had to he cut ilnwii To obtain compensation 
for Ihe-e tree-, on the l.Sth M.ircli 1757, the Bombay farandars made 
the folbwini; pelilion to Goicrnmcnt* Tiiat in the month of October 
hist lour Ilonouis wcio ph'-iscd to order to cut down a number of 
I'pcoaniit trees holonpnj: to I'oiir petitioners round the town wall 
which Iniinir lie.-n the only means and lemcdy for jour petitioners 
nnd tlieirfniiiilicslo subsist iipm, j-oiir ]>ctitioners suffered much thereby. 
In this {jreal iicie-'ity loiir ]<ctitioncrs make this application to 
jour Honours liopiii'.r j'Oiii Honours will out of j'Oiir wonted com- 
passion be pleased to take the case into j'oiir consideration so that joui 
petitioner- m ij b.ivc due rcpaialion made them for their trees. The 
Hoiiouiahle Coinp.inj' have onseicnaloccaMonscutdown coeoanut trees 
of the fa/aiidar-’ oarts Fur thu.-e they alwajs paie just and lull 
(■alisfnction, tree for tn>c, otherwise j'our Honours’ petitioners must 
liaio beiMi biokon and i.iincd,'^ 

Itcferrm^ to thonlxnc ])clition a Coii!<iiIl.ition of the I8lh ^lanli 1757 
records; He id a petition fiom tlic Boinbij' f.irandars praianir i 
considuiation for their cocoanul trees beins; cut down within the 
distance of 400 jards round the town wall pursuant to an oidci of the 
Fcloct coiniiiittce under the 13th October last for making a proper 
deal incc on the esplanade for the ^iins Tlic«e ticcs having been 
lalucd bi the vcieadmcs preiious to their being cut down we obicrve 
aiiiouiil to Its. 31,'353^ nccoiding to their estimate now before ns 
As tlie vcicadoros haie not insulted at what i.ate they v.aliic each soil 
of tree, tlio Colk'cloi isordeicd todchicrinnn exact and pailicular 
.account of their w oi lli Hint the faaanilars may liai c suiLable salisf.ic- 
tioii made them ' 

Agiocably to the aboie oider on the 2I?iid Jlarc'i 1757 llio Collectoi 
rcpoits' In consccjucncc of j'our llonoiu’s diicctiaiis to me in llic 
Sccictarj'’s lettci of the 18lh I c.illcd upon the vcrcadoics to cvplain 
to mo the method tlicj' had made use of iii valuing llie trees cut dow ii 
in October List bj' j'our Honoui’s direction- I find they baic 
estimated them in a manner quite diffcieiit from that practised 
in icgard to tliose cut down in the time of fTOVcrnoi Law a> yoiii 
Honour will obsciic on icfcrciice to the account I now cikIosc In 
tins 1 have tliought piopci to iiisoi t an additional column cx^uossing 
laliic accoiding to the usual method of v.iluing cocoa p ilms Tiicic 


> Bum r.n\ , Coiisnltation lOtli .'liig 1T5C, I’lili Dion S') of 17uS, SIT-JSS 
s Tiili Diary aO of 1757, SO 

* Bom ljo\ C'uiisiiltatioii ISth M.ii I'll I7,'i7, Bull linr^ .10 of 17."7, S-' 
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is also an absiinct annexed at the foot of tlio said account showing the 
amount according to the usual method of valuation.* 

Palm Ti res iii Pi ivate Oartf, 1767. 
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On receipt of the above details on the 22nd jlfaich 1767 the Board 
obseive: Read a letter .from the Collector ad^'islr^g that the cocoanut 
ticcs which weie cut domi in October near the town wall, according 
to tlic late at which tiecs have been alwa 3 's valued and paid for b.v 
the lion oui able Ccunpanj’, amount onlj' to Bs, 8443^ instead of 
Rfi. 31,‘3')31 as valued by the vcicadores, Ducctcdthercfoic that the 
voreadoies bo required to attend at our next meeting to ii'.sign their 
reasons for having made such an cvoibitant valuation." 

On the 29th Maich l7o7 the vcicadores attended as icquircd ivhen 
the Board pass the following order : The veioadoics attending 
agreeable to order allege that their icason for valuing the cocoanut 
trees cut dovni round the town wall in the manner thej’’ have, is 
because the value of tiecs has of late j'^eais so gieatlj’’ increased. 
They arc ncvci tholess repnmanded foi not having inserted a column 
in then ropoifc to apprise us of the advance they put on the tiecs. At 
the same time as the proprietors are willing to accept trees from the 
Honouiable Company in lieu ot those cut down, it is lesolved that tlie 
Collector be ordered to assign them tiecs agiccable to the method 
observed in the lime of Pi csident Law, and to make a lepoit thereof 
that we may determine on making good any deficiency which cannot 
be paid in trees.® 

A Consultation of the lOth May 1757 has the following entry : 
The Piesident ob‘.oivc3 that under tlic 6th July 3739 the Council 
passed a lesolution tliat from tliat time no houses should be made or 
icbuilt nor any tices planted williiu 400 yards of the town wall. Q'his 
resolution is now accoidmgly road But as the publication therein 
mentioned is not to be found in the ofiicc it maj' be doubted whether 
the inhabitants wcic apprised of Bic above resolution. Messis. Crom- 
mehii, Sedgvvicke, and Hoinbj'' aie thercfoie appointed a committee 
for malung the necessary' mquu}’ ■w'hether such jiublication was actually 
made and if anything contiadictory thereto appears in the Consul- 


1 Pab. Piaiy 30 of 1757, 90 -97. 

"s Boin. Gov CoiisuUiitioii 22iid Mur. 1757, Pub. Diary 30 ot 1757, 96 
> Bom Gov. Consultation 29tli Mai. 1757, Pub. Dmry .30 of 1767, 101. 
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Chapter IV. i.itionc. "B'c im.i'jinc many of the eoco.nnnt tree^ cnfc domi round the 
Forti^tions October la^t may have Ijccn planted contrary to the abo^o 

and Bnildinirs resolution Kotnilhst.nnthngr the pcnni«<non noticed in the Con'-ulta- 
tion of the 20th jMarch last the Collcctoi is therefore directed not to 
Compcnsit'on, piopnctore .any equivalent nor put any ]iCi&on nho omied any 

' of the trees cut down in Oclolicr in po«fes-aon of trees belonging to the 

Honourable Company ivithout first making a icport to ns in what 
manner he pioposes doing it ^ 

Agrce.alily to the above order on the 11th .Tunc 1757 the Collector 
TClwrls : In obedience to j'our commands of the lOtli ultimo I now 
lay before the Bond two accounts of cocoannt liccs belonging to the 
Honourable Company proposed to be delivered the piopiictors in lieu 
of those cut down by your ordcis m October List Tlio first marked 
Ho, 1, cliicth- sihiatc at Milbim, art in a ^ely bad condition indeed 
tliroiigb the neglect of the farmers. Noi, in fact, aie they anj-thing 
like equivalent m ^alue to tlioec cut down belonging to the pioprictors, 

' ' oltbongli, from the manner of the valuation, they appear to be so. The 

second, maikcd No. 2, arc chiefly situate at Bombay and aro m all 
respects piC-tty equal to those cut down. As the propnetors and their 
families are chiefly iidubit'mts of Bombay, thej- have icqucstcd me to 
represent to your Honours on tlicir w;l.'’lf that it would be extremely , 
inconvement to have trees given them at MAliim exemsive oi the con- 
sideration that they should bo great sulFcicrs by loeciring trees there 
as those proposed to be delivered are much inferior in woith to those 
cut down ” 

The following i« an abstract of the Mfibim palms proiioscd to bo 
delivered in exchange for trees cut down round the town w.all m 
October 1756®. 

Palm Trees at Mahtm, 1750, 



' Bom Got. Consnlbition lOUi May 1757, Pnb Diary 30 of 1757, 147- 14S 
* Fnb Diaiy 30 of 1757, 225 - 226 ^ Fuby Diarj 30 of 1757, 231 • 232 
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According to the following account the result of these allotments Chapter IV. 
showed a balance of Hs. 1514 still due to the ownera of trees :* Fortifications 
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Total Balance due .. 

1614 



Thereupon, on the 17th June 1757, the Board, taking into con- 
sideration the Collector’s above letter respecting their making an 
equivalent to the proprietors of the cocoanut trees cut down round 
the town wall in October last, resolved that the Collector be diiected 
to put the people in possession of some of the Ilonournblc Com- 
pany’s oarts at T^Idhim agreeable to the account ho then enclosed. 
Tliey add : Notwithstanding the inconvenience the Collector repre- 
sents wo think the proprietors will thus be sufficiently recompensed 
especially as it was as highly necessary for their security and that of 
the inhabitants in gcncial as for our Honourable Masters’ estate and 
property that there should bo a pioper clearance round the town 
wall in case of the place being attacked.® 

Three weeks later a Consultation of the 5th July 1737 further 
records : Bead a petition from the proprietors of the cocoanut trees 
cut down lound the town wall in October last, representing that 
they shall be great suflerers by receiving the Honourable Company’s 
trees at Muhim in lieu thereof and praying to be considered on 
that account. Resolved : As we are unanimously of opinion that 
they will be sufficiently iccompciised their jietition is rejected ® 

Six weeks later, the 23id August 1757, the Collector reports : 
Some of the proprietors of the cocoanut trees cut down by j’-our 
Honour’s order in October last and who in consequence of your orders 
have been acquainted with and tendered such as I with your 
approbation lately assigned them in lieu, having rcquc.stcd me to 
represent to your Honour that they should in.stead thereof 
rather choose a space of the ground round the town wall to 
cultivate for batty, I request your Honour’s orders thereon, as 


> Pub. Djnry .30 of 17.S7, 232 

*Bom Gov Consultalion 17tli Juno 1737, Pub. Dinry 30 of 1767. 229. 
a Pub. Dmry 30 of 1767, 251. 
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also to know if I ina}' let out what may remain on the usual teiais 
to such ns have applied for it * 

Theieupoii on the 23rd August 1757 the Board diipnt' We 
cntiiely u’jcct the lequest of the piopiictois of the cocoanut trees 
cut down in Octohei last to have anj' of the giouud round the town 
wall assigned them to cultivate hattj* as equivalent for their trees 
instead of those we have given them belonging to the Honouiable 
Coiiipaiij' at Mdhim as we do not know how tar it maj' he deemed 
necessaiy to extend the fortifications - 

In the matter of the valuation of certain houses the clerk of the 
woiks reports on the 23id May 1757 I received a letter fiom Mr. 
"William Andrew Puce paj'mastei to the new fortifications, dated 
30th November 1755, desiiing me to attend at the valu.ition of 
four houses belonging to Lakshumanset, Sivoji Dharainsct, Ydman, 
and Bdluset, and two mosques that Captain Be Punck thought 
necessaiy to have pulled down I aftci wards received another 
letter from Mr. Thomas Byfeld paymaster to the new foitific.ations, 
of the 24th Maich 1756, desiiing a c.alculatc of chaiges not only 
for icmoving the mateiials of several houses between the Bozdi 
Gate and the different flags placed by Captain Be Funck fioin 
above Dongri round to Back Bay, but an estimate also of the 
expense that would be occasioned by rebuilding such houses with 
the same mateiials in some other places more i emote. Both these 
ordeis were complied with without loss of time The lattei like- 
wise directed that all the cocoanut ti ces pointed out bj* Mi Warner 
should he included in the calculate at their full value as the proprie- 
tors were to have an equivalent given them out of the Honouiable 
Company’s oaits This estimate was never made, as an order from 
the select committee of the 13tli of October 1756 leudered that in 
a great measure unnecessary I was also further desiied in the 
course of this sui vey to have due regaid to such houses as were 
either repaired or rebuilt within 400 yards of the town vail since 
the time such lepaiis weic positively foihid bj' a publication 
issued in Governor Law’s time and remarks aie accordingly made 
where anj'tlung was found that could with ceitaiuty appear to he 
a bleach of that oidei On Uiis occasion I cannot omit to 
mention 260 houses built round tiie town wall witliin 400 yards bj’ 
leave only from the ground farmers. "Within the line of valuation 
marked out by Captain Be Funck weie 984 Iiouscs, 660 of which 
were upon the Honouiable Compan3'’s giound, lucluding 176 lately 
burnt down, 321 are in oaits belonging to fazandais, and 260 st.ind 
upon the ground that was farmed out. A suivej' of those last 
mentioned accompanies this and the fazandans have always pos- 
sessed a power of gising libeitj' to bnild upon thoii own ground. 
All such persons as weie desirous- of building upon the Compan3''s 
giound have constan% made application to the Collector ior his 
note of leave. This note is directed to the cleik of the woiks who 


1 Pub. Oinr) 30 of 1737, 325. 

*Bom Go^. Consultat,on 23rd Aug. 1707, Pub. Djarj 30 of 173/, 3’2 
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ahvays gives a rlischaige in writing foi his fee signed bj' himsolf 
and specifying the length and 1)ic<idth in feet and the contents in 
squaie yaids. Whoever fails to produce this note, is always 
supposed to have built or rcpaiicd ■\^ithout leave This note was 
all along demanded but as no iiioie than five or six appealed, your 
Honour will receive with this a li'^t of 484> houses valued at 
Rs. 57,952 whose owneis should be asked to explain under what 
authority they were built Permit me to piesent with this an 
account of wages due to the biicblayers carpenters and others who 
assisted at the valuations but weie not in the Honourable Coin- 
panj^’s service.^ 

On receipt of the above report on the 17th Juno 1757 the Board 
record the following order : Head the above letter from the cleik of 
the woiks concerning his suivey of houses and buildings ivithout 
the town wall. He mentions that 260 houses have been built 
by leave only from the giound fanners and in contempt of the 
publication issued by President Law and his Oouiicil in July 1739 
positively foi bidding that any houses should be built or rc-inade 
after that time within the distance of 400 yards of the town Avail, 
as also that only five or six notes fioin the Collector were shewn 
him by the owners of 484 other houses. In spite of this in order as 
much as possible to piovciit the inhabitants having any cause for 
complaint, it is agreed that a publication bo issued by heat of dium 
lequiring all poisons possessed of houses round the town Avail to 
deliver whatever powers or authorities they may have obtained for 
building the same to the Collector b}’ this day month. Otheiwise 
that AA'o .shall take it for gi anted that such people as do not shew 
obedience thereto have built all their houses Avithout any authority, 
and shall piococd accordingly.® 

Regarding the result of this publication on the 4th November 
1757 the Collector lepoits; In coii.sequcncc of the publication 
i.ssued by your Honour's direction on the 17 th June last, the pro- 
prietors of such hou.scs as aie therein mentioned have attended the 
Collector’s office and in obedience to your commands of the same 
date I now enclose a report of such ns have ns Avell os such as have 
not produced building A'ouchei's The latter in general declare they 
Avei-e once possessed of proper authorities and as proof thereof re- 
ferred me to the Honourable Company’s lent lolls A\dnch I thought 
pioper to retrospect as far as 17.38 in order that your Honour 
might be informed AVitli gieater ceitainty Avhether any and Avhich 
of the said houses might haA’o been built or re-built AA'ithin 400 
yards .since the publication in 1739. No giound belonging to the 
Honouioble Company on which houses are built can appear in the 
rent roll, but such as had originally pioper permits for building on. 
For though it Avasfoimerly usual for the paymaster, the clerk of the 
works, and others to give permits, yet those permits aa'cio ahvays 
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produced at the Collector’s office and the measure of the ground 
inserted in the rent lolls in order for the annual collection of the 
rent From whence your Honour will please to observe that those 
which are said in the repoit to have appeared on the rent loU m 
173S must have been standing befoie the date of the aforementioned 
publication and had originally pioper authority for building them. 
The proprietors of the 260 houses built round the town a all within 
400 yards, declare that they had no other authority for the building 
them than the consent of the farmer of the ground round the town 
wall who by the tenor of his lease had no authority to grant 
permission without the Collector’s Older ^ 

On receipt of the Collector's report, the 11th November 1757, the 
Board diiect Bead the above letter from the Collector in consequence 
of our publication and orders of the 1 7th June last, regarding the 
houses built round the town wall and enclosing a lepoit of such 
proprietors ns have and have not produced authorities ior building 
houses and icprescnting that 260 houses have been built by per- 
mission only fiom the gionnd farmer. Eesolved theicfoic that the 
Collector bo ordered to pull those 260 houses down without allow- 
ing the owners an}* compensation as the}’ have built them without 
the consent of the Collector for the time being. Also to icquiie the 
propnetors of the remaining 484 houses situate without the Bazdr 
Gate to deliver him an account of the cost of building or repairing 
them with the dates when the same may have been done tor our 
inspection that by that means we may know to a certainty 
•whether any or how many of those houses have been built or 
repaired in contempt of the publication issued in 17R9.® 

Eegarding the cle.msing of the town the Bombay Diary of 22nd 
November 1757 has the iollowing entry ; As the town has become 
very dirty in great measuie owing to the little i egard the inhabit- 
ants pay to the scavenger on account of his being always a junior 
servant, the Board agreed that a member of the Board be appointed 
to that office; and that all houses within the town be proportionably 
taxed for maintaining a sufficient number of labourer's, caits, and 
bufialoes for keeping the town clean ® 

Befoi c allowing people to build or re-build ■without the town w.*!!! it was 
necc«!«aT 3 ’ to deteimmc what space should be left unoccupied by house’ 
To this end it was neces'ar}' to fix the plan of fortifying the town 
on the land side. In connection with tins subject a Consulbition of the 
10th May 1757 lecords- it ■will necessarily he a considerable time 
bcfoic any material resolution for foitiCiing Bombay town on the 
land side can be carried into execution, it is directed that the Beciotaiy 
require the chief cngmcci as soon as he can to deliver in the plan he 
h.'is proposed for that purpose * 


* Pub Pinr} 30 of 1757, 417. 

= lJoin Go» ConsTiltUIoii 11th Nov. 1767, Tab. Diar\ 30 of 1757 11« 
*Pub Diarj 30 of 1757, 42S PorrestN Home S' nS, II 03 . ' 
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Three months later Government was asked lo &.anction the palling 
down oC certain houses nest the Bazilr Gate On the 9th August 1757 
the Board direct : The IMajor representing that certain large stone and 
chu'nam hou‘’Cs nest the Bazdr Gate must he pulled down, the new 
foitification paymaster is cliroctcd to set about the work immediately 
and to advance the owncis one-fouith part of their value as calculated 
by the clerk of the works on a late suivcy thereof on account of the 
espense they must incur in remonng the materials to build their houses 
elsewheie ^ 

In connection with the demolition of those houses, on the 23rd 
August 1757, the Collector wiites to Goveinment- Scveial of the 
proprietors of the houses now pulling down by your Honoui's ordci's 
just -without the Bazdr Gate liaving latelj' applied to me for ground to 
rebuild, I request to know the csact distance you aie or may bo icsolved 
to loserve -without the walls, clear of houses, in oidcr that I ma}* give 
the necessaiy directions to pievent new buildmgs being erected within 
that space in future, and lilccivisc be enabled to dctciminc ns soon as 
possible what ground is pioper to give such persons as have lately 
apjilied.- 

On receipt of this letter the Board order the Secretary to repeat 
the Board's order of tlie 10th Maj' last to the elucf engineer for his 
lajung betoie them as soon as possible the plan he has proposed for 
foitif jdng the town on the land side. Till then, they add, it is impossible 
for us to dotcimine what distance it may be necessary to preserve round 
the toivn wall clear of houses.® 

The cutting doim of ticcs within the town wall and the giving of trees 
in exchange to their proprietors outside the -wall, afCordcd an opportunity 
to have substantial buildings raised -within the fort A Consultation, 
the 16th August 1757, records: As the chief ongineei is in Wtint of 
^ more coeoanut tiees for making embrasures .and linisliing the battery 
' under the Tank bastion, and as under the 6th of August 1754 Manoel 
Barotto and Limji have petitioned us to exch.ango their oarts 
-unthin tlie town wall for such of tho same value as belong to oui 
Honourable Masters -without the w.all, we sliall be able to acconimod.atc 
many substantial people with houses on ground at present occupied by 
the poorer sort of inhabitants. Further as m paragiaph 90 of their letter 
of 31st Maich 1756, the Court of Diiectors have been pleased to approve 
this scheme, it is ordered that the Collector give diicctions that tho 
tieos in the oarts (winch have already been valued as cntcicd under the 
tho 2l6t of January 1755) bo cut down for tliis service and assign tlie 
propiietors such tiees belonging to the Honourable Company -inthout 
the town walls as he may judge to be of the same value, leportinir 
thereof to the Board 

Begaiding the aforesaid exchange of trees, on the 28th February 
1758, the Board resolve that the Collector repoi-t the value of the 


1 Bom Gov. ConsiiUntion 9Hi Aug. 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1767, 302. 
spub Diary 30 of 17.*)7, 32.'). 

3 Bom Gov. CoiiBultalioii 23r(l Aug 1767, Pub. Diary 30 of 1767, 821 - 332. 
* Bom. Gov. Consultation ICtli Aug. 1757, Pub. Diary 30 of 1767, 316. 
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Ilonotirablp Company's oaits, pjopo<fcd to be given in cxebange for 
those of Jfanocl Baictto and Limji situated bclwcen the CJiurch and 
Apollo Gates, as aKo the expense inclined b^' ciithng down those treas 
and pulling down the houses. The Bn,ud ob'civc that if any honsps 
icmain in tliat nciglibouihood, tbc\' aie forthwith to be clcaicd away 
and the ground surveyed and mcasiiied by the clcik of the woiks that 
we may be enabled to calculate liow' much a juid ought to be chaiged 
to persons dci-iioiis of liuilding thcicon ' 

On the 3rd Jlarch 1758 the Collcctoi leports* In obedience to 
yoni commands I now enclose an account of such tiecs belonging to 
the Ilonoumble Company as with your approbation arc proposed 
to be dclncrcd to Limji and Manocl Baretto in heu of theirs which 
I was diicclcd to cut downbctw'ccn the Church and Apollo Gates 
Four 01 five of the trees arc still standing because tlicy cannot be cut 
down without much damage until several of tlic houses about them aic 
Tcmoicd The following statement gives the details of the exchange 
and of the expense inclined. 


Di' (I) Limji 111 arnunt vith the ITohotiralh Cohiimns Cr, 


c< 
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In the same letter, 3id March 3753, the Collectoi continues . Of the 
two bundled and sixty houses within tliiee bundled yaids of the town 
wall oideicd to be pulled down, onh' six oi seven aie now standmg. 
These arc again oideicd to be lemovcd immediately. In the demohbon 
of these houses no expense has or will be incuiied to the Ilonom.ablc 
Company, otheiivise the account theicof would now bo enclosed as 
jnu direct " 

Onieceiptof the above information fiom the Collector, a Consultation 
of the 3id Jlaich 1758 lecoids • Resolved to appiove of the oaits the 
Collectoi has assigned belonging to the Honoiunble Comiiany ]iein«>-given 


J Bom Got. Consultation 28tli TcIj 1753, Pui, 3 , .f , 7 ™ njo 
= Pnb. D 1 .ITX 31 of 1758, 172-173. • ' “*• 
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in escliansje for those of Limji and Alanool Baretlo, eitualed between 
the Chuich and Apollo Gates, nhose account currents aie given above 
The Collector must be required to pulldown all the houses built on those 
lauds that the streets may be lined out bj' the cleric of the woi ks and 
the new buildings be earned on in such a legular niauncr as not to 
intcifcic with the defence of the fortifications, confoimable to a plan 
which has been approved by the President and piincipal engineer. 

The same Consultation, 3id ^laich 1758, continues- As wo must 
conclude from the proprietors of the 481* houses situated without the 
Bazar Gate refusing to give any account of their building, that they 
have had no authority for so doing, but on the contiaiy have built oi 
repaned these houses in contempt of the publication issued in July 
1739, the Collector must be requued to give directions foi theii being 
pulled down without loss of time ^ 

At the same Consultation, the 3rd Alaich 1758, the Boaid further 
diicet ; Mr. Mace having hkewi«o uiged the necessity of clearing 
aiiaj’ the houses without one iiiindicd j'aids of the line to he earned on 
fiom Dongii to Back Bay, it is oidcrcd that the now foitificatiou pay- 
master and clerk of the worlcs survey, value, and lepoit the expeuso 
nhich will attend their lemoval But tlut such liouses as Afr. Alace 
wants to be immodialoly cleared away be valued and inilled down 
mthout waiting foi the report heiiig dclivcicd to the Boaicl.® 

A Consultation of the 1st May 1750 lecoiJs; Read a letter fiom 
the Collector enclosing the vcicadoies' estimate of the cocoanut trees 
cut down in Itlaich 1758, amounting to Rs. 2208 1, tocairy on the 
intended w.ill from Dongii to Back Bay j proposing also to let out such 
of the Honoui ,ihlc Coinp.in 3 '’s oarts as m eie not i anted on the 1 Olh 
ultimo Oidoicd that the Collector assign the proprietois of the above 
ment.oncd tiees an equivalent out of the said oails for those cut down 
iu Mai ell 1758, after 11111011 we shall dcteiinine on leasing out tho 
icmaindcr of those oarts.” 

A Consultation of the 29th Alay 1759 records : Read a leticv fiom 
the Collector enclosing an account valuation of the Honourable Com- 
panj'-’s trees at Alahim which he piojioscs delivering the piopiictois of 
tho'-e cut down in Maich 1758 with the propiielors' accounts current 
and an account of the produce of Puckravol, respecting which the 
following oidciB are given: That such of tho Mahim oaits as ho 
proposes be dclivciod to tlio piopiictois of thoso cut domi in hrarch 
1758 to cany on the intended hue fiom Dongii to Back Bay, but tliat 
the Collector take proper caio of the lemaindcr of the oarts 'which wore 
not let out the lOth ultimo, as wo imagine tlieio may bo occasion to 
exchange some inoie of them on that account. We apiirove of his 
deliiering to Gambaji Puthlji the icmaindcr of tho oart Rnnsatc on his 
paying Rs 1726^ for it, agreeable to tho vcieadores' valuation. We 
also approve of Mr. Ricliard Nowland either paj-ing or receiving the 
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difference bct^^ccn the spots of ground liolonging to the Mazgaon 
csliitc situated in Fuckravol and those belonging to Fuckrai ol situated 
in the JIazgaon estate (accoiding to the icreadoios^ rcpoit) to aioid the 
disjiutcs u’hich ivoiild in all piol»bihly arise on then being possessed 
bv different persons. And, for the icason given by the Collector, ne 
hkcinsc agree to In® eiiltnating and pajnng the pension of the several 
spots of bait batty giound belonging to our Honourable Masters 
boidciing on Fuckravol and the Mdzgnon estate,' 

Lettei from the prineip.'il engineer hfajoi James jifaco to the Presi- 
dent and Council, 22nd July 1759. It is humblv repicsentcd to youi 
Honour that thcicis an absolute nccessitj- for pulling doivn or othoriMsc 
destroying the village without the Apollo Gate together mth the 
cocoanut tices and hou«cs adjacent, also the nails and other buildings 
in and about the burjung ground The leasons are that those places 
jointl 3 ' or sepaiately aie capable of concealing and coloring a great 
number of ti oops should an enemy land on oi near Old Woman's island " 
Thej' will bo found pioper places for them to ocoupj' and commence 
their appioaches. Piom them al«o an cncmj' e.in gieatlj' annoi' the 
gaiiison, and in one night be able to make the position so tenable th.at 
our u hole sticngth could hardly force them to abandon it E\ cn should 
n 0 succeed, it might cost us verj' dear, wlulc were we to suffer them 
to hold the position unmolested, it must ohbgc us to keep on duty 
more lioops than out number can admit of That all stiaw or hay in 
quantities nc.ai the fortifications oi powder-house be immediately 
lomoicd to a propoi distance from the same That all han«es and 
buildings mtlnn the town that are nearer than 63 feet from the inside 
of the paiapot as lately thickened bj* Majoi Mace be taken down and 
removed. That no buddings be suffcicd to shind w itliin 100 j’ards of 
the ton n nails. That all sails and otbci combustible stuff said to bo 
in the long store looms in tlic dockjard be removed to some pbice 
distant fiom thence, and that there be at legist 100 c-asks or tanks full 
of water deposited in different parts of the said yard together with 
engines to cslmguit-h any file that may happen in that part ^ 

On this letter being read at a Consultation on the 21th July 1759, 
the Secretarj' is directed to icmaik to IMajoi hlacc that it has veiy 
latelj' been repiesented bj' himself and othei principal oflicers that oui 
putting the works next the Laibour in the best condition was deemed 


» Pnli Diarj 32 of 17r.9, 3,'3-33I 

* Adji.iiiing to Bombay (,'»t lo^v water) is (177"i) .a nmiU island c.-.lled Old tVomau's 
island winch pirtlj forms tlic nortli side or ciitr.mcu of tlic harbour It is about two 
miles and half long nc.\r the c\treinc pi’iiit of which, iic\t the sco, is.i '\ciy lofty 
light house, the light of which so bright and w ell w atched that it maj be disct rned 
at fii e leagues distmcc On this island are tw o laigc banacks for the inilitarj , home 
times a c.iinp is formed here It has good gr ies, not many trees and a few houses but 
neither toini nor \illaf.c It lies so lery open to the sen all round as to bo deemed a 
\ery licaltliy pi loc, wliitlici people after recovering fiom illness fieqncnti} move for 
a change of air Tliere are hi tier fish and a l,argrT qnantiti caught .ibout tins island 
than in the parts adjacent, csperi.illy sea tortoise In the farther or inner p.irt of the 
hnrboni are two small islimls, both inhabited Tin. first is called Kaianja which is 
famed for its oysters The other or inner one is named Blcpbanta Parsons’ Tnii ids 
in Asia and America (1808), 217. ’ Pub Diary 33 of 1759, 449 - 450, 
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by him the most essential for the defence of the island' and that n e 
desire to Icnow whether he has or can proeuie a snflicient number of 
Avorkmen for immediately performing both serviees. If otherwise, 
which of the two in his opinion ought to be done first.^ 

In reply, on the S7th July 1759, Major Mace writes; Concerning 
my letter representing the ncccssrty of destroying the buildings without 
the Apollo Gate, yoiu- Honour has been pleased to direct that it should 
be remarked to me that rt had very lately been rcpresDiilcd b}- myself 
and other principal officers that putting the works nest the harbour in 
the best condition ivas deemed by me the most essential for the defence 
of the island. To this I humbly ansiver that niy joining in opmion 
that the Avorks next the harbour M ere essential to the preservation of 
the place cannot, I humbly presume, be construed to mean that no 
attention AA’as to be paid to the others. It can hardly be imagined I 
should mean that the putting that side only in good posture of defence 
would be sufficient to protect the island from the insults of an enemy. 
At the time aboA-ementioncd b}' 3 'our Honour I had the honour to 
re 2 )resent my uneasiness at the loivncss of the eiii lain between the Flag 
and CaA'alrer JBastions, likewise the tiAo faces of the CaA'alier Bastion 
and also the little height of the low flanks at the Roj'al Bastion Avhich 
might be jumped into from a boat. All AA'hich I irioposed to heighten, 
and this your Honour was iiloa«od to approve and direct me to do. 
That A*ery day I commenced, and I may A'cnture to say they liave been 
carried on Avith surprising despatch, notwithstanding tbo difficulty I 
ha\’e laboured under both for the Avant of labourers and of chunam. 

Your Honours are pleased to desire me to know AAliether I hai'e or 
can procure a sufficient number of w'oilaneir for performing both 
services immediately, and if not, wliich of the tu’o in my opinion ought 
to be done first. As to my having a sufficient number of aa orkmen, 
I humbl.y ap^irchend that it is known I liaA'-e Amy many times expressed 
my uneasiness at the want of men Avhen I haA-e been obliged to lend 
them to other brandies of business, and I liai'C not had enough for that 
under my charge. As to mj' procuiing more I should soon do it, Avas 
it in jay power ; nor have I been neglectful in cndca\'Ouiing to inocure 
men. As to ivliieh of the tivo Avoiks ought in mj’’ opinion to be first 
begun the question indeed is A'orj' nice To answer as fiillj' as I can 
and in the Avay I apprehend j'our Honour iiitcndB me, I think the 
Ayiollo Gale buildings might be destroj'ed without much hindrance to 
the Avorks carrying on and ought to be dcstioj’^cd as soon as possible. 
Since manj' things noAV liaA'C to be done Avhicli undoubtedlj' lequii'e tiro 
utmost despatch, I hope j^our Honour wull be pleased to take it into 
consideration tliat I may by some means or other be furnished with 
more workmen, labourers and women to cair}' earth and sand. I 
hope likewise your Honour aviII be ]ilcased to consider that to erect tiro 
false sea-marks and disguise the others (which I am setting about), will 
further dram the fortifications of Avoiking people espeoiallj’- as tire 
sea-marks are at such a distance. In regard to those on Old Woman’s 
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Inland, if I ma}- presume to adiise, I should be foi destioying 'one oE 
the tombs (instead of disguising it) and electing a false one in another 
place ' 

At a Consultation held regaiding this letter on the 31st July 1759, 
the piincipal engincei being pic'ent is ordcied conformable to hi= re- 
commendation to destioy one of the tombs on Old "Woman’s island and 
to erect a false tomb in anothei place The deteimming mth respect 
to pulling doivn the houses buildings and tiecs ivithout the Apollo Gate 
and contiguous to the rampaits is defciicd till oni nest meeting * 
Attlienest Consultation, the7tli August 1759 , thefolloiving decision 
is recoided" Taking into considciation the letters from Major Mace, 
principal engineer, refened to in the Consultations of the ::4th and 
dlst iiltiinp. 111 the former of -n-hich, ivitli the ad\ ice of the tivo of His 
JIajestj’’s captains of aitillerj', he in the strongest terms icpieseiits 
the absolute necessity for oui pulling and cutting down the houses 
and trees without the Apollo Gate, ns hken isc the buildings at the 
buiial giound and all others within 100 yaiJs oi the townWull and 
neaiei than 65'fcctfioin the inside oi the p-iiapet, and in his last 
lettci oxpic.'slj- says that he thinks those buildings andticcs might 
he removed ivithout iimcli hindiance to the icst of the w oiks now 
canning on and ought to be lemoved ns soon as possible Pteflcct- 
ing likewise on tlio reasons contained m the foimer letter in 
huppoi t of Ins opinion and that he must undoubtedly be the best 
judge ot the necessity lor tubing these mcasiucs and that our 
Honourable Masteis have dnected us to cairy any such lepie- 
sentations from him into immediate execution ; it is resohed, 
notwithstanding the expense winch will attend the leniovnl ot the 
said buildings and cutting down the trees and the haidship of 
depriving so manj' people of then habitations at this disagiciable 
season ot the j'ear, that the piincipal engineer he ordeied to 
acquaint the new foitihcation paymaster with all such buildiiigi 
and tices as he judges absolutely necessary to be pulled down or 
cut dow’n loi the security of this place in Older for the prmtipal 
ergiiieer’s cairying the same into execution as soon ns possible 
nf tei tlic new’ ioi tiilcation paviuastcr is able to make a valuation 
of them.® 

At a Consultation on thedtli September 1759 was lead the liumble 
petition ol all the Pinvots wdio li\ed without the Apollo Gate: 
That j’our Honour’s poor pctitioneis hnmblj’ beg leave to submit to 
j'our consideration that they have, agieeable to the Goiciiin.ciit 
Older, pulled down their houses and now cannot help tioubling 
your Honour for your favour that your Honour will please 
to order the valuation to be paid 3 oui petitioners us their families 
aie in sheds undci gicat feai of robberj’ (one of them having 
been alicadj’ lobbcd) and ill hcaltli, both ivliich maj’ roadilv 
happen on account ot the present weather and the situation they’ 
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are in. They huinhly iliiiik it appe.'iiti evident that the valuation 
made for icniovine their house'! cannot be suflicicnl to have such 
houses as thej' befoie had ; because the eails, higari'^, and aifi- 
ficers having uiuch ivoilcj "Nvill undoubtedly demand and leceive .and 
liave ahead}* icceived a great deal more money than what your 
petitioners are allowed ns pei account hereunto annexed. If by 
your iavoiir they get the valuation soon, they will lebuild their 
houses as soon ns possible. Otherwise, they must daily lose a great 
part of their materials much to tlicir prejudice; all which j'our 
peti Lionels humbly .submit to your Honour’s coiisidciation.^ 

At the &<aiTie Consultation was also lead a petition from Bdla 
Hiishna l^urvoe, praying that the Boaid Mould advance him 
Rs. 2000 free of interest on account of the rent of his house within 
the town wall, occupied b}* the King’s ofiiceib and olfciing to enter 
into a bond lor the balance if not cleared by that means Cn these 
petitions it IS oidered that the piovi.sional new foitification iiay- 
master lay hefoie us the \aluatioii of the Pnrvoe’s houses in order 
lor onr coming to a deicrniinatioii with lespect theicto. Biila’s 
petition is rejected as he is knonn to be in vciy indilTeient cir- 
cumstances " 

At a Consultation on the lltb Septembor 1750 the piovisional 
new* foitihcution paymaster presented a \aluntion of the chaigc 
of Rs I'j, 140-2-85 incuiicd by lately pulling dow'ii 135 houses of 
sorts M’ltliout the Apollo Gate and reuio\ing the niateiials for 
lebuilding them at a jnoper distance fioin the town ■wall. Also an 
account of the cocoanut ticcs belonging to the oaits Dabory, 
Agondiim, and Boiian which ■were situated in the .same place 
aiiioimting to Rs. 171 3\. These valuations being deemed icasonablo 
the payniastei is oidered to issue the amounts to the scvcial 
piopiietoi.s of the .said houses and trec.s.® 

At a Consultation of the 30th October 1759, lead a petition 
from the Pin voes m ho w'ero lately obliged to remove f i om their 
houses M’itliout the Apollo Cute, piaying that they m.ay be alloM*cd 
to continue covering their present temporary habitations ivith 
cajans, which i.s agiced to* 

Regal ding the power of granting permits to build new houses 
a Consultation, the 8th August 1758, lecords • The power of 
granting permits foi giound to build on without the toivn ■walls 
having been disputed between the engineer and Collectoi, it is 
resolved that no ground be granted to any poison for that use, 
■without getting a petition for the same, signed by the President 
for the time being, and that those gentlemen be ordered to pay a 
due regard thereto.® 

Ill the next month, September 1758, Government received a 
petition for compen.sation lor a mosque pulled doivn and for ground 
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to be used for a tank. A Consultation, the 26th September 17a8, 
rccoids . Bead a petition irom the Moor mhabitant<^ praying paj’ment 
of the valuation oi their mosque lately pulled down iiithout the 
I3az.il Gate, likewise that an additional piece of ground may be 
given for a tank where the new mosque is to be built. The nen 
tortiiication paj'master reporting that he some time since offcicd 
them ns well as othci people whose buildings weie talien down a 
quarter pait of the valuation conformable to our orders, agreed 
that tlic oficr be icpeated, but no more at present allowed them. 
Wo do not see any occasion for acquiescing in their request for an 
additional piece of ground, as the foimei mosque had no tank 
bcfoicit; and that many of their mosques aie built without any 
tank in front.^ 

In the beginning of 1760, another petition was received when 
Government obseivc on the 8th January' 1760: Bead a petition 
from the Moor inhabitants of this place, pray'ing that the full 
valuation of their mosques which have been pulled down near 
the JBazdr Gate may be paid them, that they' may' build them in a 
propel place, the determining on which is defeiied." 

As the warehouses near the bandar were appropriated for the 
use of the Company’s servants, room had to be piovided for the 
Company’s goods In their letter of 27th February 1700 para 165, 
Government write to the Court The range of warehouses m the 
bandar next the sea being altered to make opartmonts for the 
covenanted servants and warehouses proper for keeping woollen goods 
being wanted, wo ordered the warehouse-keeper to hire them on 
the lowest terms procurable. Ho reported on the 27tb November 
that two large waiebouBcs might be purchased for Bs 4000 to lodge 
gioin adjoining to your own near the old Mandvi bastion Thinking 
that they may sell for near as much should we not have occasion 
to keep them and that puichasing them would prove far more 
fill gal than renting any at the high rent they' now let for, we 
resolved on buying them Mr. Byfeld also represented that they 
might serve os lodgments for troops on an emergency We therefore 
ordered the Frincipal Engineer to prepare them in such manner as 
might best answer that end.® 

In the same letter, paragraph 161, Government write. It being 
necessary to remove the packing screws out of the wai chouse in the 
Bandar to lodge some arrack tanks tbeiein and to leplacc the screw 
without the bandar gate, a building is now carrymg on for that 
pill pose.* 


' Pnb Diary 31 of 1768, 433>4S3 - Pub. Dwtj’ 34 of 1760, 19. 

’ Pub Diary 33 of 17.'i9, 702, Public Drp Icttcra to tlio Court A ol 7 of 1760, 03-04. 
Tho 'narcbousps couicrtcil into Ciiibans' quarters arc the present Custom Honsc 
buildings After the conversion they serm to have been named the Ifew House 
Oa SOth June 1700 (Pub. Diary 34 of 1760, tOS) Goamd Shivnimpaiit an oBitcr of 
^ana thatia Peshna B'dlji Bdjiran (1740-1761) h-ad a moating auth tho President 
and Council at the Company 'a New House. 

■* Pah. liop. Letters to the Court Vol 7 of 1700, 63. 
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A month later they further intimate, 4th April 1760, para. 33 : 
Finding that the building intended for removing the packing 
screws lo, might be convoited into two very good and commodious 
warehouses at an easy charge and thereby save your Honours a 
considerable sum monthly paid for ■warehouse rent, yre have given 
direchons for that purpose and that another place may be pitched on 
for fixing the screws at a cheap rate.^ 

Letter fiom the principal engineer Major Mace to the President, 
llth Apiill760 : On my ariival here T found a number of houses 
had been levelled and trees cut down before the noith end of the 
town at about 400 yaids fiom the town walls to secure a free opening 
round them and to prevent an eneinj^’s turning those houses and 
walls to the disadvantage of this place, should it ever be attacked. 
There yet remain many houses within that same space and some to 
the veiy crest of the glacis now forming Some of those houses, 
as I am informed, were not valued ivhen the otheis were, though 
seveial are pulled down which stood farther off. Tlie bad conse- 
quences that must arise from the vicinity of those houses, should 
this place beiusultcd b}'' an enemy, are in my humble opinion such 
ns make it absolutely necessary that no time ought to be lost m 
having them all levelled to the ground As the owners or inhabitants 
of them either plead their not being yet valued or the want of 
ground whereon to remove, your Honour will, I hope, bo pleased 
to take this matter into consideration and honour me with your 
commands that I may be enabled speedily to remove so dangerous 
an evil." 

At a Consultation on the llth Apiil 1760 the above letter is 
read and the new fortification paymaster is ordered immediatol}’’ to 
make an estimate of the expense ivhich will be incurred by pulling 
down the houses. At the same time Messrs Hornby and Holford 
are appointed a committee jointly with the principal engineer for 
pitching on a proper place whereon to rebuild the said houses and 
buildings." 

At a Consultation on the 15th May 1760, on HFessrs. Hornby and 
Holford delivering a valuation of the charge which will be incurred 
by pulling down several houses without the toivn wall and rebuild- 
ing them lit a proper distance conformable to the order of the llth 
ultimo, the new fortification paymaster is ordered to discharge 
the amount being Hs. 2.356-3-68.* 

At a Consultation on the 5th August 1760, read a petition 
signed by twenty of the inhabitants W'hose houses are oideied to be. 
piillcd down, setting forth that they are mlhng to comply therewith 
but cannot pincuie ground to rebuild them in a proper place, and 
prajnng that the fazandaib may be obliged to assign them ground on 
their paying the common rent and the valuation of any of the ti-ees 
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that it maj' be nccessarj' to pull down on that account Tho Honoui- 
able Companj's gioiind being all occupied ive think it piopcr that Iho 
fazandars ehould be obliged to pait with uliat apaie gi oiind may be 
avanted foi this puipoae on reasonable teiras that tlie inhabitants mav 
not be driven to quit the island Tlic Collectoi ami the principal 
engineer aie theicfoie oideicd to settle lliis affaii betneun the iiarlies 
concerned in the most equitable mannei * 

At a Consultation, the I?nd September 1700, the new foitiflcation 
pajTnaster la)'ing befoie tho Boaid a list of the laluation of such 
houses as have been lately pulled down, amounting to Rs 1013-3-71, 
he IS diiectcd to discliaige such part of the avliolc as belongs to tho 
poorei inhabitants and without tuitlici onlci to proceed in p.ai’ing for 
any houses which 10.13 he pulled down, the a-ahiatioii avlicieoE does 
not exceed Re. 200 each * 

On tho subject of the Bomhai' foitiflcations, m then letter of the 
23tli Apiil 1760, pua 97, the Direelois write The dosciiphon of 
the additional foitifiaations and nc.v woiks inten led at Bombai’ sliows 
that 3 ‘ou aie putting ustoa piodigioiiscxiiunse Fiiitliei, mm}- of tlioco 
■woiks appeal enpeilluous and unnccet‘-ai\', paiticnl. 1113 ' the waUc.-iuicd 
acioss the island and battciics cicctcd in didcicnt piiite Our oicleis 
weie ior Slaeo to suivev the fortifications and transmit n- his 
opinion of them when we would give such diicctions as to us should 
appeal proper and nccessuv , 3 'cb whatcvci wasiinmcdi.ilolj’ requued 
for the seciiiity of the island might be peifoimed, HlV thciefoio 
appiovc of pulhng dowTi the high buildings of the foit house, laising 
batteries towaidt. the sc.i lor pioteclion'oE the Ciistlc a'ld fntiEung 
3 'oui pieis, because all these are woiks tint will admit of no diila}' 
But 3 -oui wall and othei ontnoiks begun and caiiied on wntlioiit our 
pel mission wc deem an absolute breach of oideib Foi these ihorc 
could be no immediate nccessitv E\cn hli Do Fiinck, so loudlv com- 
plained ot foi cxponsivencss, which ^-oii hvealieadi'mnie thanduiblcd, 
could nevei be biouglit into such moasuics. Fiom the Indian powcis 
it "was gencrall 3 ’ allowed 3 'ou Imd little to fcai ; against an Europe in 
encmv .some prccaubous were neccssai}', and strcngthciinig the ca-slle 
and forlifiaug tho hailxmi wcie wise and judicious stej's 'J'lie piopci 
EGCunug of these was all 3 ’ou ought to haie done , sccnig that the tonii 
■wall was alwa 3 's too laige foi 30UI usual garrison to defend, the 
miiUiplimg of walls and detached distant battciies must surely he 
highly ahsuid If evci anencm)^' should laud, piudcucc will diicct 3 'oui 
drawing an a}' 3 'onr people to tlic defence of 3 our capital, else they may 
be cut off fiom a reheat, and you fiom such aiuisroitune he unable to 
hold out. A icccut instance of this miEcuiidnct offcis at Ciiddalorc 
(in hladras) Again, whilst in one jiart 3*011 aic spending immen=esnms 
for defence, in .mother of iafinitc consequence voii are si]f[cijng such 
obstructions to he raised as may prove fatal to the place. In all 
gamsons the fort ought to have no buildings to impede the guns or 
shcltci an enemy. Calcutta through this weakness became an cas) 
conquest. And, although this is notoriously know n, 3*01 yon liavc lately 

' Pull Dinry .Ti of I7C0, -iOl ' Pub Dnry S'l ot 17C0. CTi ' 
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peimiited (bub never before attempted) large and loftj'- houses to be 
ljuilt betwixt the church and the fort, \Mlh f-evcial otheit. contiguous, 
and tliub youi foitific.itions winch had a considciahlc space for its guns 
one way, IS almo'st blocked up on all sides, an evil nc aic deteiinnicd 
to icmove, ami tlierofoie positively oider all such buildings to be 
immediately razed. Nor shall you ever suffer any house to be eicetcd, 
but -willi the approbation iii writing of the engineer or gunner 
signifying that it can in no shape detriment the Castle ^ 

At a Consultation, the 20th November 1761, the Collector 
lepiesentmg that seveial people have petitioned foi permission to 
rebuild their houses within 600 yards of the town wall, and desinng 
the Boaid’s older tbcicon, he with Itir' Hornby and Holford aie 
appointed a committee to inqniie into the matter and to make a rejioit 
thereof to us after examining the soveial oiders which have been I'-sued 
on this head since the commencement of the new works. They must 
also take into consideiation the occupying the waste giound wheie 
the tieeswcrc cut fiom Uongri to Back Baj', application ha\ung been 
made to build houses thereon." 

At a Consultation, the loth December 1761, mad the following 
report fiom the above mentioned committee. In obeilience to your 
IIonoui‘’s commands under the 20th ultimo we met to considei the 
application made by several people for peimis'^ion to icbuild then 
houses within 600 yaids of the town w’all. Ilaidng examined all 
oidois tliat have been issued on that head since the eommoncement of 
the new works we find a publication was issued in November 1759 
inohibitiug all persons electing or iclmilding the houses or planting 
young cocoanut trees within the space of 600 yaids lound the town 
ditch. Tins publication we judge must have been issued m consequence 
of Bngincci De Funck icpresenting the necessity of dealing aivay 
that space for an esplanade But when m Maich 1760 the piopnetois 
of the houses situate within 600 yards wlueh ivere burnt dow'ii in the 
year 1757 petitioned to rebuild their houses, the late engineer Major 
Mace must have thought it no impediment to the fortifications, 
otherwise he would not have acquiesced in their rebuilding their houses. 
It IS plain jMajor IMacc did acquiesce from the rcpoits sent in by him 
to the Collector in Apnl following of the measuicmcnt of each 
propriotoi's ground. We cannot find he had any public older for so 
doing To he fuller satisfied on tins head we sent for the present clerk of 
the w'oiks who imagines that Mr Ue Funclc's design w'as fii st and imme- 
diately to deal aivay as far as 400 yaids and that whenevei the houses 
oi oarts between that space and GOO yards fell to decay, not to suffer 
them to he rebuilt. As to ^I.aj or Mace p'eimitling the inliabi tants of the 
afoiesaid burnt houses to lebuild on the same spot be cannot pretend 
to account foi his icasons for so doing. At the same time he thinks 
that the distance of 500 yaids ivill be sufficient for nn esplanade and 
that the houses comprehended within that distance .should not be 
lebuilt ivhen they fall to decay From all tins your Ilonour ivill 
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lie plca'^ed to dctciminc what is to be done lYc licg leave to 
iccoinnicnd that piopei boundaiies may be fixed at the distance 
of the intended csiilaiiadc. "With legaid to the waste giouud 
elcaicd away for tlic hnc of communication we sent foi the old 
proprictoiTi Only two of them accepted the ooits offeied them in 
truci:, namely Mauocl Baietto and Govindji. The ollicrs made 
the following pioposals: to keep the thiec oarts at Alahim which 
weio oiTcied them in truck although they haiely pay tlic laboui 
and chaige of mnnuiing them and to take then icspective giounds 
in tlie line on the new establishment. B 5 ' Hub' proposal the Ilonour- 
ablc Company will reap as much adi antnge for the fiist ten ycais as 
if tlioy kept the three oarts at Mdhim in then own hands and the 
piopnctois of the waste giouiul weic to ho put in possession of that 
giound on the tcims thej' held it bofoie. Yoi the pension by the 
new cstablishinent amounts to thicc times as much ashy the old, and 
after ten ycai s the advantage u ill he greatl}’ m favour of the 
Company .IS the pension will inciease to siv times the old establish- 
ment. Besides the piopeity of the giound ivill always icmam the 
Coinpanj’'s Application hni-ing been made by sevei.-il disticssrd 
inhabitants of this island fox groiiiid to build houses on and the 
clerk of the woiks assming ns the afoiesaid waste giound was ivcll 
situated foi that puiposo, 3 ’our Honour will please to order -which 
you judge piopex, ictmulng the giound to the old piopiietois 
on the terms pioposed or gianting the same to those who want to 
build bouses thereon on the same rent as is paid foi giound within 
the town wall. This lost will luin to somewhat moie advantage 
to the Honouiahlo Company than letuming the ground to the old 
propiietois and will also be of great ease to scveinl disticsccd inha- 
bitants. On the other hand, we beg leave to obsen e the building of 
houses will he of gi eat prejudice to theoldpiopiictorsas their onits 
aic now divided in two by the line and will requiie two wheels 
w’lieie one used to sci ve. Building houses -will moreover cieato eud- 
kss disputes bolw’een the old piopnctois and the houscholdcis The 
waste ground foimeily belonging to Manocl Baretto and Govindji 
in the line for which they have leceived oarts in tiuck as ako a 
email spot belonging to the Honourable Company may either be 
cultivated again oi let out to build on as your lldnoui may 
think pioper.* 

At a Consultation on the 20th Pecemher 1 761, the Board after ‘ 
roperusing the above repoit agreed that the waste ground at the 
line of communication between JDongri and Back Bay be let out for 
the lebuilding of houses on tlie same terms as giound is let within the 
wail, namely 11 rts the squnic j’ard In building, the inbahitants 
must be governed by such plan ns the engineer may lay down and 
the old piopiictors of the ground must have the piefercncc of any 
others who may be deshous of building tlieic ~ 

Regarding the provision made for the unhoused inhabitants, in 
their Icttei of the I6th Apiil 1762, paia83, the Court wiite : "We 


» Full Diary 37 of 1701, 773 - 774. 
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nppiove of the metliofl you have taken to accoinmoclatc the useful 
inhabitants of Bombay ■with grounds to build upon m the room of 
what was necessaiy to be taken from them, being agreeable to our 
foimer oiders.^ 

At a Consultation of the 6th July 1762 the Board decide that as 
many of the inhabitants whose houses have been long pulled down 
to make an esplanade represent the hardship of their not being paid 
the I’aluation and request us to take the same into consideration, 
the paymaster is ordered to pay all such claims as do not exceed 
Es. 406 .s 

Ecgai ding house accommodation for Bear Admiral Comish in their 
letter of 10th April 1702, para 157, Goveinmcnt wiite to the Couit: 
On the 25th August the President laid before us a letter he had re- 
ceived from Rear Admual Cornish setting foith the disagieeableiiess of 
the house allotted for his lesidence which fiom its low situation m that 
lamy season affected Ins health, and pointing out a house belonging to 
]\Ir. Charles Whitehill at that time to be let as, from its commanding a 
•new of the haibom, being well calculated for a commanding officer's 
icsideiicc We wrote to Mr. Whitehill to know the terms on which 
he would part with the house. He submitted his terms to us when we 
agreed to allow him lls 350 a month for two years certam and to give 
the house such trifling repairs as it might lequiie duiing that interval. 
Upon calculating the rent he received for the wai chouses alone we 
thought this a very reasonable offer. Copies of the AdmnaVs and 
Mr. 'N^liitelull’s letters on this occasion are in the packet and we ho 2 )e 
your Honours will approve tius step.® 

Eeferiing to tlie above in their letter of Gth April 1763, paia 81, 
the Court write to Bombay : The house hiied of ^Ir. Charles White- 
hill for the accommod<ation and convenience of Ec.n Admual Coinish 
we cannot but tlunk a pielty dear one at Rs 350 a month, notwith- 
standing the addition of waioliouses lielonging to it, especially when we 
consider that the keeping it in repair tor turn years and alloiving 
jMr. "Uniitehill anothei house in its stead are parts of the agi cement. 
Wo sliall make no further lemarlvs on this transaction until we have a 
full and particular account from you of the sevcial sums of money which 
have been laid out in repairs whitewashing and the like to tlie time of 
its being deliveied hack to Mr. Whitehill Tins account you aie to 
send us by the fiist oppoitiimty for our notice.^ 

Regarding injiaiis to the President’s house in their letter of the 30th 
May 1703, pai.i 136, Govemment wiite to tlie Court: The beams of 
the upper pait of the President’s house being sprung in so much that it 
was obliged to be supiioited with stanchions, ive on the 14tli of December 
oideicd the sub-engraeer to suivoy and make a report to us of its 
condition and the e'vpense which would be mcuried by leiwiring it. He 
made his repoit on the'lSth January and deliveied a model or a loof of 
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a ‘>tion{r (Iiiiablo Ciin*.!! nelion and an c<>l mute of nlufc it ivoiild co5it 
ainoiintiiii' to Us nOOfi. As the ujipcr part of the house in its thou 
f-itiintion lias quite uninhahiLible, weoidoicJ tlie rcpaiis to bo completed 
as soon as jiossiblu * 

Hcjyaidiiiq; accommodation foi the Scvictaiy's and accountant's 
oIHlcsj on the Kith Apiil 1762, para 165, Gaicinmcut inole to the 
Court* As lour Ilunuiiih aic paiinj a heavy lent fin iiarehousos foi 
oai lying ou tlic business of the Secielaiy'b and atcountant's oflices, 
and as iic liavc evpenened fioni their situation that the public boohs 
and ]upcis aie subjoetto gic.it d.imagc uliich may in time depiivcus 
of oui most vnlualilc iccoids, we aic induced to icqnest loiir Ilonours' 
permission foi jniiclnsiug or building such a house on your account 
as will obviate the cluigc' and inconi enicncos above mentioned and we 
shall at the same time pay due attention tliat oilier savings may accrue 
in the aiticlc of u.aichonsc iciit." 

Tn jcply to the .above letter on 0th Apiil 3763, piiia S6, the Conit 
Miitc, AVc cuit.uiiN cspecttli.it all pi opci care shall be taken of our 
hooks, paiicrs, .and lecoids; and if the waicliouses now luied for caiiy- 
iiig on the business of the Societary's and accountant's ofiices aie 
inconvenient and the papers liable -to damage, yon may embrace the 
first oppoitumlyof piiicliasing .a houBC for the purpose, provided you 
can get one on loasonablc tciras ciciy way fit for the occ.ision, and you 
ni.ay lit it up piopcily in a plain hub not expensive manner ® 

AVith a view to proiidc propoi accommorl itiou for Goveinment 
iccoids in their Icttei of 25th Maicli 176t, p.aia *'9, Govemuient unte 
to llic Comfc It being absolutely noccssaiy foi the presen .ition of 
our recoids to remove the public offices, no shall shoitly bake into 
consideration the expediency of biiiHing oi piiichasmg a propei house 
for that pui pose But if building should ho determined oniiefeaiit 
ivill heneccssaiylo move the iccoids somcnhcic till the house is finished 
as mmj' of the books and p.T,peis aic alieady gieatly damoged by the 
iiupioper consti notion of the offices now occujncd ‘ 

On the subject of loom foi the Sect etaiv and .account.ml's offices a 
Consultatiou, the 22nd May 17Gt, lecoiifs Reail a Icttci fiom the 
Sooietaiy and accountant lepiesonhng the inconvouienoc.. they experi- 
ence ra caiinng on the bubinc-s of then lespectivo ofiices iiom the 
impiopei comtinction of the places they now occupy foi that purpose 
and setting forth the necessity of eitiiei building or pui chasing houses 
piopeily adapted for then u«e This Ictlei lioing matuiely consideicd it 
IS observed that oui Honomablo Mastcis arc at picsent subject to a ver\' 
extiaordinaiy expense of a waichouse lent which might he saved if 
piopei waichouscs weie built and which in the endive appiehond would 
turn out much chc.ipei . As we aie thoioughly satisfied m the justness 
and necessity of the ropicscntitions of the Sccictaiy and accountant, 
oidcicd that the engineer picp.uc a plan of a house foi the piildio 
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oIUcos and for the teveijil waicliouECS and apartments that may be 
necessary for the several bianclics of our Plonouiable Mastcis' business. 
This inth a calculate of u’hat it may cost, must be laid befoie us ■ulicn 
Ave shall come to a dctcimination regaiding it. But as the near appioacli 
o£ the rainy season rendeis it absolutely necessary to move the public 
ofllccs and the house in which the admualsj captains, and masters of His 
M,a]est3'^s ships have lately lived being now A'acant by the dcpartuie of 
all the naval olficcis, agieed that it be appioiuiatcd to this use until 
another house is citliei built oi jmicbascd.^ 

Llr. 'Weiner accordingly submits the icquiied ])lan on which at their 
Consultation, the ISlh .lune 1701, the Boaid observe: Mr "NYerner 
has dclucicd in a Ilian of the building piopo'^cd to be elected for the 
public oflices and the militarj’ and gcneial stoics together uitli a 
calculate of the expense n Inch will thereby be inclined amounting to 
Its 1,03,833. As this is so laigo a sum and we may shoitly expect to 
have some oiders from our Ilonoiablc Masteis relative tbeieto, it is 
resolved to defei putliug the same into execution for some time longer.* 

Towaids the close of the same year, 17Gl,iu tlicii letter of 1*1 tli 
December, paia 98, Goveiiiment wiifc to the Coiiit’ In the 99th paia 
of our addiesspcr Speakci your Honours were advised of oiu intentions 
to lemove the public offices and on the SSiid ilay the Scci clary and 
accountant addressed us a Icttci representing the absolute necessity 
there was foi coming to some speedy resoluboii m icspcct thereto. 
It was then obseivcd that your Honours were subject to a very heavy 
expense of waichousc lent u Inch might lie saved liy building proper 
wai chouses and which in the end uc imagined would turn out cheaper. 
As we neic thoroughly satisfied in the justness of the ropiescutation of 
the Secielaiy and accountant we ordeicd Captain "Weiner to picpaic a 
plan of a house for the public offices and foi the scvcial n alehouses and 
.apaitments that might be necessary for the scvcial blanches of your 
Honouis’ business and to lay the same licfoie us mth a calculate oi the 
expense. But as the near ap^noach of the lainy season rendeied it ab- 
Bolutelj' necessary to move the jniblic offices, and .as the house in wluch 
the admiial or captains of His Majesty's slnps had for sometime lived 
was then vacant, n e determined to appiopriatc the same to this use 
until another house could be built On the 19th June Captain Weiner 
delivered in the plan and estimate roquned amounting to Es. 1,03,833. 
But as that nas so laigc a sura and ave expected to receive some further 
diieetions fiom your llonours on this Bub 3 ect, avc agiccd to defer the 
question foi some time longer. On the arrival ot the sliips of this 
season, as no such ordci.s weie received, we on the 16lh October took the 
mattei again into considciation. It was then obseived that the house 
where the offices n Cl e kept would answer the pnipose very well and 
w’ould piobably be purchased much cheaper than one could be built. And 
as in ^rniir commands of tlie Glli April 1763, yom Honours aic pleased to 
give us a latitude of either building oi purchasing, ne oidcicd a 
committee to survey the house and to lepoit how it would answer the 
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pm jwso and wlial in llioii opinion ‘•houlil ba given for it Thi'? tlicv 
ilnl on llio 2!lul Oclolwr and the cleik of the woik';, m.icter bmlclcr, and 
olhci« nlioTii the committee called upon to laliie it liming c'-tiiiiatcd 
it at Bfe In.Ot’O the interest of nliicli «iim m.i*" much lo^t. than the 
rent we iwid for it, and. it i-. leally and C'-'-cn(nlly ne«s‘!.'iry 3’(mr 
IJononr*. should In\ e a house of voni own foi the pnhiic oflicc'?, and ive aie 
FCnsihle one so ncll c.ilcnlated ioi the [niipocc Cijuld not lie built nnder 
a long time and foi a nincli largci f,uni than the aho\e, we agiccd to 
]iurcliasc it as .also one adioining it foi Hi ((0,000. Both liuui-cs 
together aie sufliaent for .ill tlie diffeiciit hr.inclios of yom IIoiiouis^ 
hiisiiipsq except the inninic The pmch.ise is a considerable sai'ing as 
3 ’om Ilonouih will plca=e to •j'cicoiio Iw the rejiort entered on our 
diarj' iindci the 20tli ultimo Ironi the committee appointed to examine 
the second house As we know thc-o buildings cost mncli more than the 
pi ICC paid and tleil erecting a home to answ Cl all the jnirposos these 
houses will answer would liavc liccn much moie expensne, we flatter 
ourselics j-ou will .appioic of our Jiaving pnrclinsed them and lie 
pcisiindcd that nothing but a regard to your Honours' interest induced 
us to take this step ‘ 

Before the .alxivo Icttei of December i cached the Court, in icplj' to 
the picnmis Homhaj’ letter of Alaicli 1761 the Couit in Ibeii letter of 
22nd M.aicli 1765, p.ira 119, wiilc In para 93 of yonr Icttei of the 
25th Maich 1761, jou represent the absolute necessity of a honse for 
keeping the iccoids foi w.mt of which they have received damage. 
IVc should r.athoi choose to pnicliasic than build a lioiisc fur this 
puiposc and peimit of your looking out for such a one on our account 
when a faxoin.ahlc opporlnnitj' offers, hut for gica'cr sccuiitj- we wish 
j'ou could find some con\enicnt place foi this purpose in the Castle which 
we theicfore iccomraeiid to j'^our fuithci consideration - 

Ilcgardrag house nccommodation for the Compan 3 ''s wiiteis, in their 
letter of 25tfi Apiil l7o5, para 63, Government wiite to the Court ; 
On the 2nd instant the scvei.il wiireis In mg in the Castle nddie.'Sed us 
a letter, as entered on oui piocoedings under that date, wliciciii they 
Kticnuouslj' set forth the \civ had condition of then ap.ntmonts h}' 
which tlicir health w.as liable to bo much impaired ^Vo being sen- 
sible of tlic justness of their representation, though we had no othei 
apaitmonts in which they could be iiioperlj- accommodated, .agiccd to 
make them an allomince of Rs 10 a month foi house lent which we 
hope 3 'our Honours will approve ® 

At n Consultation of the 19th Fcbninrj' 17C3, the Collector lays 
before the Boaid u petition to him fiom n propiietorot the oart cut 
down in 1759, piaying that one ol the Honourable Coinpiin 3 ’’s oarts 
may he given hci in lieu of it. As compliance with this request 
will diaw’ on others of the like kind, as there are manj’ who want 
oarts instead ot the full amount of their valuation in moncj', ordered 
that a publication be immediatdj' issued lequiimg all pcisous wlio 
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linvc any demands of this natuie to give in the same to the 
Collector -n ithin 21 days from this date ^ 

At a Consultation of the Gth June 17C6, the Boaid read the 
following letter fiom the Collector to the President and Council, 
dated 5th June 1766 : Agreeable to the diicctions of the Board for 
enquiry into the petitions made hj' the proprietors of the oarts 
cut down in the year 1758 for clearing a space w'here the late 
engineer Mr. Mace intended carrying his line of communication 
from Donqn to Back Bay, as well ns of certain oarts cut in August 
1756 for forming an esplanade adjacent to the works at the Apollo 
Gate, I have the honour to report ns follows . For the service of 
the intended line of communication parts of ten oarts were cut down 
and truck from the Ilonourable Corapanj'*s oarts at Miihim directed 
to be tendered the pioprietors in lieu theicof. Tlnce of the Mdhim 
oarts the proprietois accepted, the other four oai ts intended as nn 
equivalent for the seven leinaining have been rciectcd by the pio- 
piietors as in no shape adequate to those taken by the nonouiablc 
Company. This is particularly set forth in the several petitions 
nccompan 3 ''ing this addiess. From the leport of the Bombay and 
Mithiin veicadorcs the difference in the valuation both of the 
oarts cut down and of those tendered in iinck by the Honourable 
Compauj* amount to Rs. 4011^ loss to the inivato proprietois. 
In August 1759 five oaits belonging to different inhabitants stand- 
ing without the Apollo Gate wore ordeied to be cut down and 
their valuation calculated at that time agreeable to the old 
establishment was at Rs. 4 for the first sort of trees, and so in 
propoition. This valuation amounting to Es 1713 was ordered to 
be made good to them by the paymaster of the nciv woiks. But 
the propiictors refused to accept tlic same, alleging that the valua- 
tion was in no shape equal to their intrinsic value. They likewise 
requested that they might be indulged Avith other oarts of the 
Ilonournble Compauj'S in tnick for such of theirs as were cut doAvn 
for the public service, and Avhich flora the late A^aluation of their 
intrinsic value a]}peai.s to amount to Rs. 85GCi-. The diffcicnce of 
the valuation of the oarts agreeable to the old establishment ns 
jiractised by the A'oieadores both of Bomba 3 ’- and ^Iiiliim, wdicn 
directed to examine any oaits or grounds on behalf of the Honourable 
Company, and the real or intrinsic \'aluc proceeds from certain 
rates having foimcilj' been fixed oii the establishment of the Bank 
when anj: oai ts or grounds AA'cre tendered as security for money 
taken thei eout and for Avhich such oarts or grounds became ansAA-cr- 
able by mortgage. But as of late yeais the price of cocoanuts has 
greatlj’' increased, it has also occasioned the value of oarts on Bombay 
and Mahim to lise in proportion. Bj’^ that means the present A^alua- 
tion differs greatlj’- fiom the valuation according to the old 
establishment, Avhicli is seldom used excepting Avlien a particular 
security is demanded as m loans to the black inhabitants from the 
Honourable Corapanj^’s Bank. Great attention is also paid to the 
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Situation o£ onvt^> both in icspect to the <Tioiiml as well as to the water 
necossai}' for ciillivatino the tiecs. This fioin the report of the 
Alahiin veiendoies coincides with the leasons alleged bv the piopviet- 
orsfor not aeccpting in tinck those tendelud them by rtiellDnonralilo 
Conipali}'. In respect to the four vacant spots of gioiiiid taken into 
the glacis and coveied waj* ncai the Bazdr Gate the piopiictois aie 
veiy willing to accept .such waste ground ns may -bo alloMcdthcm 
by the Ilonouiahle Componj' in pio^ioition to the picsent valuation 
made bj' the veieadores * 

After discussion the Board resolve that it seems ciident the 
proprietors of the oaits cut donn in 1758 and 1759 must be con- 
sideinhle suiFcicis, if their trees are paid for onlj' at the valuation 
of the old cstablishinent As we cannot bj* any means think of 
imposing so great a hardship upon them, it is agi ecd to pnj* foi 
the oaits at their pieseiit intiinsio value and to allow the pio- 
inictois since the time thej’ wero cut what oaits at present are 
generally estimated to piodiice, namely five pei cent a j'eai - 

In their letter of the 19th Fcbiuaiv 176G, paiagiajJi 113, Govern- 
ment write to the Court The Gi.ind Jury at the last quaitor 
sessions of the peace haimg lepicscnted tliat a letaimng wall was 
absolutely nccossaiy at the waAici man's tank to pYC«ci\e the main road 
which otlieiwise was in danger of being cntiiely n ashed away, no 
agreed to build the same and to lepaii the roads in general upon the 
island as the heavy assessments already laid upon the county and 
which aic haicly snlllciont to defray the ovponsos will not admit of anv 
moio being laid on and the badness of the roads is ohiefli’ occasioned by 
yonr Ilononr’s caits bunging stones and chunam fiom Bicnlla lor the 
nse of tlic foilifications ** 

The principal engineer haimg lepicsented the necessitj' of pulling 
down some paits of the fbit house tlic Board oidciod the land paymaster 
to comply Ihcicwith as it would in all probability bare fallen m 
during the ensuing lainy season * 

Bcgaiding the pmcliaso of new houses for ofliccs and maiinc stoics 
in then letter of 19th Febiuaiy 1766, jiaiagiaph 115, Government 
write to the Court jMi. Geoige England on the 31st Dcccinbci made 
us a tender of the house and hack apartments adioining to the marine 
house with thcmuohonscsnndcmcathon both sides of the compound for 
Es 25,000 Being of opinion these buildings should belong to yoiii 
Ilononis not only from tlieii being so voiy contiguous totliemaiine 
house hut fioni the convenience of then situation foi earning on the 
diKercnt blanches of tire maiiuc biisincss and lodging the stoics, we 
appointed Messrs Piicc andBoddain wnth the master attendant to survey 
the same. On the 7th ultimo they reported to us that Laving taken to 
then assistance the most skilful master hnildeis and caipeuiers together 
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with such other pci&ous ns they iudged would be of most use, the 
aiiaitinonls and waiehousos had been each surveyed and valued 
pepaiately, the amount ^aluat^on of the whole being Rs. 27,675 as 
your Hoiiouis mil please to pciceive on lefcreiice to the repoit entered 
on our Diai’v under the above date. The committee £ui Iher lepic'^entcd 
that the<-e buildings weie most conveniently situated b> the sea-side 
and would be very serviceable in lodaiug the marine stnies £iee fiom 
damp or damage and for the public offices and many othei purposes 
ajilieitaimng to that depaitmeiit for which and to jii event their falling 
into pi iyate Lands which for manj' icasons would be improper they 
judged it foi your Honours^ interest to accept Mr England's ofier. 
This we accoidiugly did and anne\cd the uppci apaitments to the 
mill me house and the wai chouses we have aiipiopii.ited to the jmrpose 
above mentioned.^ 

In then letter o£ 19(h February 1766, paragiaph IIG, Govciiiment 
wiite to the Court ; The wai chouses in which the military stoics have 
foi some years past been kept being to be sold at public outcry wlien 
it was pi okible they would sell very cheap, wc cmpowciod the land 
payraastei to bid as far as Its 16,000 for them on your account. At 
this pi ice wc thought it would be much for youi intoiest to pnicha‘-c 
them as the hitciest of that sum was only Rs 120 a month, nhoicas 
you havejiaid R& 2^5 a mouth lent for them oioi since you occupied 
them besides the expense which would ncccssaiily be incuiicd by 
lemoving the stores and fitting up another house for their lecoption 
I’hc laud paymaster went to the sale accoidingl}’- and we have the 
plea«uic to ncquniui 3*011 puichased the warehouses for Rs 10,000, 
nhich is ccrtainl}* a A'Ci}’’ cheap purchase, moie cspeciallj' as they weie 
leady titled and in over}' lespect well calculated £01 the use to which 
the}' aie put and the upper pait of the hou.se iiuichascd fiom Mr. 
Hunter nhn.h was included for this puipose being tlieieb}' become 
vacant and Mr. Spcucei having no hou^e allotted him we dctci mined to 
tender it to him and he is to inhabit it accoidingl}'." 

llefeiiing to these purehases in their letter of 4 th Apiil 1767, 
paiagiaphs 80-83, the Court write to Bomba}'. The pni chase of a 
house fimn ]\Ir. England for 116.18,000 and narchouscb of the same 
gentleman to the amount of Rs. 0675 appears to ns much moio than 
you ought to have given, paiticulavly the house, as the gentlemen who 
sni veyed them intend them foi no other purpose than to put stoics 
in Anotliei warehonee has been puichased of one itlr. Iluiilcr foi 
Rs. 10,000, the niiper part of which we obsene was given to Mr, Spencer 
to live in. Fiom this wc judge that the high pi ice we are charged for 
places which you call waichou&es is owing ti,the apartments over tliem 
and aie valued accorrlmgl}' , whoroas they aie no luilher senriccable to 
us than mcic waichouses. We aie not at all obliged to jiiovide our 
seivants with elegant apartments ; if Ihcio is not a number biifficiont 
for them, a settled allowance in mono}’’ is paid in lieu of it. We must 
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observe bcio that for some years past under aarions pi o( cnee's our 
EeiT.aTitB at your Piosidcncy haao puicba'scd many building.', from 
gentlemen leaving the island, n-liicli in general have a})pc.ared moic for 
the interest of those gentlemen than th.it of lom 13injiloiei« To 
pievent thi's in futuie we po'-itivelv older that no hoii'sc's or naielioii'scs 
be puicha«ed on our account until leave is lir'st obtained fiom ii*: If 
on any paiticulai cmcrgcncv vvaielioii‘se'5 should lie n anted nhich ne 
suppose can only be for a shoit time, 3 'on must in th.it ea'o hire them 
We understand ilr Sedgmeko has some that aic conienicnt If •■o, 
you may give him the piefcienco, as he ha<s been a i erj- old servant of 
the Compani’’6 and ive think mciits this indulgence ‘ 

At a Consultation on the Stlnd Jnnuaij' 17CS the Board recoul 
the following opinion: The upper pni t of the foifc house having 
lately been entirely taken down and the lower npailmciits fhuieby 
rendered uiifitfoi keeping stores until ns oiiginally intended a piopor 
lioiiib-proof loof IS till oil n over them wc have been niidei the 
necessit}' of appiopiinting for stores the npailmciits in the Castle 
occupied ly the junior seivants. As even before this the niiiiihei of 
ap-artnients nns.so insnffcient os toiendoi the |constiiictiun of moic 
iudispcncablc and ns theie is space foi two sets of looms at c.ach end 
of the bandar, the luiilding of them is oidcicd to he set about iiniiie- 
dmtelj' an c&tim<i.to of the expense being previously laid beloic 
us.® 

The Bomliay Dial}’ of the 1st Novcmhci 1768 has the folloumg 
entrv : A pl.in of the alterations ncce«earv' to render the niniine house 
suitahlv' commodious foi the manne pavTiiastcr and supciinlendcnt now 
being laid before iis together with .an estimate of the cvjiensc wlii-h 
will thciohy be incuircd amounting to 11® S61,i-0-.a8, the same aic 
oidcrcd to 1x5 earned into immediate cvccution ® 

A month hatei, Snd Dcccmboi 17CS, p.aiagra])h 83, fJoveiiiineni 
vv rile to the Court : In con'-eqiiencc of v om comm.ind'. the land ]i.ay- 
ni.istcr was oixlcrcd to cause siidi alteration to be made to the manne 
house as might bo nceessan' for icndciing it .‘■iiitahlj' conimodicuis 
both for the marine p.avTnaster and sujwiintendent. I hi" i" afcoidingly 
now doing and will cost Bs 86l5*0'5Sas ly an cslmaatc l.nd liefoie 
ns the 1st ultimo^ 

At a Consultation on the 26th .Tannar}* 1770, re.vd a petition 
for compensation fiom the owners of the hntt)' grounds occiijned 
tor the c-splnnade contiguous to the west gale : Kc^olvcd that 
the jietition bo referred to the new fortiTuation pav'innsUT, the* 
collector, and the principal engineer to ic^iorl wliat sucli giounds 
annually produce ® 

At a ConsuIl.alion of the 2nd Febriiarv* 1770 read the following 
letter from the Committee to the rrt"idcnt, dated 23lh Jamiarj' 
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1770 s Enclosed your Honour will receive account valuation of 
sundry liousc.s within the town wall rcpicsonted by Colonels 
Csimpbell and Keating asnccessaiy to be removed. All such as nie 
to the westward of the Bnzsir Gate, the principal engineer reejuests 
isiaj' accordingly at once be removed ; the removal of those to tlie 
eastward may, he appiehends, be deferred till next season. Agreed 
that lls. 9132-1-26, the value of the westward houses, be made good 
to the proprietors and giouird he allowed them on which to rebuild 
their houses.^ 

At a Consultation of the 17th August 1770 read the following 
report from the Coimnittoc to the Ihesident, dated 25th June 1770 : 
In consequence of your Honour’s oiders to us of the 27th January 
and the 9th Tklarch last, with the assistance of the vcicadorcs and 
mhAcaias we have valued such oarts of cocoanut trees os aie svith- 
in the line iccommended by Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell to bo 
cleared away and added to tlie esplanade. We now enclose to your 
Honour the veieadoros’ rcpoit ot the .same as also report of the 
batty’ gi'ound.s occupied by the Honourable Company contiguous 
to the Avest gate of tlie town. Resolved that the proprietors of 
the oarts Avliich have been cirt down for the new woiks must have 
others allowed them to produce the annual rent shown in the 
valuation norv lai<l befoic us by’ the committee appointed for 
that imrpose. The projn letors of batty grounds to bo paid in money 
or have other grounds in exchange and such trees to bo cut down 
as the engineer thinks immediately' neccssaiy' " 

At a Consultation on the lllh Septemher 1770, after reconsidering 
our resolution for giving oarts in exchange for thoso cut down on 
account of the new works contiguous to the town, the Collector is 
ordered to cause the oarts to be given in exchange to be valued in 
the Seirac manner as those cut down laying a report valuntion there- 
of before the Board pievious to their being distrrbutcd. Should any 
person be dissatisfied with the lot which may’ then lie assigned him 
he must be paid in money for hisoartcut down and the lot assigned 
him in exchange must be sold to make good the amount.® 

At a Consultation of the 7th November 1770, the Board read a 
letter from the Collector enclosing an account of the oarts intended 
to be given in lieu of those cut and lo be cut doAvn ; also another 
account whci cby it appeal e the Honourable Company’- would .sustain 
a loss of B.s. 17, 133-1-50 by' valuing the oarts at their annual produce 
instead of at their intiinsic value 'JMicso being considered we are of 
opinion the most ceitainw'ay of ascertaining their real value Avill 
be to sell them at public outciy for whatever they’’ Avill fetch. This 
the Collector and chief at Ali'diim are ordered to do, the amounts 
realised to be appropriated towards paydng for the oarts cut down.* 

At a Consullation of the 18tb Eebruaiy’ 1771, the Board read the 
following repoi L from the paymaster of the new fortifications 
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aciiuaintingr the Boaid that the Principal Engineer icpicsents it 
nece=saiy that the small houses at pi eseut occupied by hnvuUs and other 
indigent people between the Chui eh and Bazai Gates <^110010 he icmoicd 
To tins thcBoaid agree. Tlie Boaid fuithcr order tliat tlie giound sn 
cleared be allotted to the piopvietois of the laiger houses -which fiom 
being too nc.ii the lampaits aic under ordcis to be 2 )ullcd donii As 
in the present want of space no eneoaiiut plantation*- ought to he 
permitted within the town, it is fuithoi agreed the private 2 )ropnetois 
of oaits he obliged citlici to let them out for house building oi to gii c 
them up to the Company on then valuation * 

At a Consultation of the 2.3id Api il 1 771, the Boaid leadthe following 
Icttei fiom Ml. Giegon* Page, clerk of the peace, to the Picsident nncl 
Council, dated the SOtli Apiil 1771. Tlie Gland .Tiny at the last 
sessions leprcsenled to IIis jtfajeslj'^s Justices that the luinous 
condition of the present Ton n Ilall, added to the great inconvenience 
attending the holding the sessions thcic fioin the nant of 
apaitmcnt® foi tlio Junes, 11-1111 looms for the inisoners and evidence*-, 
rendered the con'-tnicting a new liall or the coni 2 >]ete icjiannig of tlic 
2 neeent so essentially ncccsAuj' that they iccommondcd to the Court 
to carry the same into execution - Resolved that the considci.Uioii of 
this letter bo deferred ' 

At a Consultation of the 24tli July 1771, the Boaid load the following 
letter from the Cloik of the Peace to the President, dated Bombay Town 
Hall I3.jid July 1771 : The Ginnd Jnrj* have also .again presented the 
Town Hall as licing unsuitable im 2 iropci and dangcious The Com I 
pai liculailj' coiiciii in the propi icty of this pait of theii pre.scntmcnt 
and haio enjoined me stiongly to recommend to jour Ilonoiii the 
pioviding a Town Hall more secure snitablc and commodious than the 
present one.* Tlie Boaid icsolved that the considenalion of the above 
letter he defened ® 

At a Consultation of tlie 21st May 1771, the Board appointed 
^fr Nathaniel Stackhouse a mcmlci of the commirtcc foi inspcoling 
the buildings watlim the town walls They ordered tliat in future the 
land 2 WJ master and collector of llio rents and icvonues should Ixi 
constant members of the said committee ® 

At a Consultation of the 26fh .Tune 1771, the Boaid ordered that 
former directions for cutting dowai all the tree® within 600 yards of 
the foitifications he enfoici^.' 

At a Consultation of the 6lli August 1771, the Boaid jcail a 
petition from sundiy fazandars onnci.® of oarts situated wathin COO 
yaid= of the new- woiks and on tliat account ordered to lx; pulled dow-ii, 
icpiescntiiig the los'OS they liaic incuircd by the oideis w-hich have at 
diifcrcnt times lx;cn is-med icgaiding the oaits within tlwt distance of 
the works and rcqucsling the Board's consideration tlicicof, Oideied 
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the Collectoi make due enquiry into the merits o£ their petition and 
leiiort the same ^ 

At a Consultation of the 20th Auj^ust 1771, the Board read tlio 
follorvino letter fiom ^Ir Boheit Garden, Collector, to the ProMderrt 
and Councrl, dated 10th August 1771 • In conrplrarrcc with your 
orders I have examirred into the merits of the petrtron of sundry 
fazandars owners of oarts withrrr GOO yards of the town wall I am of 
opinion that at the trme they were prsJubrtod from bnilding Irouscs 
and plantrng yorrng trees itr tlrerr sard grounds, they were offered 
other oarts rn trnck, or to he paid the valire of the present oarts 
in money. They dcelrncd the said offer*, and preferred keejinrg 
posscssrorr ot then* ow’n oarts trll srrch trme as tlrer e w as arr ahsohrte 
necessity for cutting tlowri the cocoarrrrt "trees. I therefore apprehend 
they liavc no right to the allowance they petition for. Such of the 
fazarrdars wlro'e oarts were taken po‘=‘!e*!sion of and the trees errt down a 
tw'clve-morrth ago are ccrtarirly cntrtlcd to some consirleratiorr from the 
llorr'blc Conrpany. ICrther the amount of the annual ptodrrcc shoultl be 
made good to them, or if 3 udgcd eqrrrtablc by yotrr Honour, they should 
lecervc five per cerrt on the intrinsic valuation of the lands as was 
piaetised in 1760 The fryc per cent iiajTnent wull c.ausc a saving to 
the Honourable Company of above onu-half ; by the oncloccd account 
the annual produce of the oarts is Rs. 2733-1-55, while the per 
cent on the intrinsic value is onlj' Ils. 1151-2-1.5, Fiom this 
also may he deducted Rs. 008 the ainorurt of ground leirt for houses 
lecoired* by the different proprietors of the said oarts I think, 
however, if only five per cent on the valuation is allow’ed, the ground 
i*cnt should be continued to the proprietors. "With regard to the 
petition of the Bhandai'is, it appears that 5335 cocoanut trees have been 
errt dow’n siirce the date of tlicir lease of wdiich 1679 n’crc allotted to 
the Bhandflris to draw* toddy from. It therefore rc.sts "with your 
IIoiioui whether you 11*111 direct thefazanchus to allot the Bhairdniisan 
equal number of ticca from the oarts which the fazandars have received 
in lieu of those taken from them or from such of their oarts as arc 
most contiguous to the torvn of Bombay.® 

Resolved that the following directions be given * Such of the fazandars 
whose oarts were actually taken pos'sesston of and the trees cut down 
about twelve months ago, are to be alloivcd five per cent on their 
nitiin'.ic value agreeable to the Collector's recommendation. The 
Collector must also e.iupe a nrrmber of cocoanut trees to be allotted to 
the Bhairdaris for drawing toddy nr tlie Bomliay ivoods oquivaleirt to 
tlioEO cut dowTi and at the same prices.® - ■ 

At a Consultation of the 20th August 1771 tire Board read tw'o 
petitions, one from sundry Purvoes the other from suirdij'' Muham- 
madan proprietors of houses situated mtbin ,600 j'ards of the ■w’orks 
and therefore ordered to he pulled down, dosii'ing that the proprietors 
of certain oarts may be directed to permit of their building thereon, 
for which they are ■w'llling to pay the highest ground rent It is 
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ordeied tliat tlie fazandais pcimit tlieir building: in any oait not witlim 
ono tliou&anil jardi of the woiks on their iiajnns; the usual gionud 
lent ^ At the same ConMiltation the Boaid le^ulved and oideied th.it 
in fiituio no buildin^^ shall he elected ivitiiin one thousand yaids of 
the new woiks on any account whatcvei - 

At a Consultabon of the 22nd Augfii't 1771, the Bo.aid icsohed 
tliat in futuic the comioittcc of suiveis jointly with the Collector be 
the committee foi msiicctmg all buildings caiijing on within the 
toivn wall ■ 

At a Consultalion of the 22nd August 1771, load the follomng letter 
f torn the committee ot snivel's to the Prceidont and Council, dated 
22nd August 1771 : In obedience to your diiCLtions last Council day 
ii e have surveyed the gionnd between the Pimce's and Banian haehons 
“Wo aic of oinninn tliat it ivill he nccessaii* to lemovo six houses m 
oidei to make loom foi .i place of aims to piotect tlio wo.ks on that 
tide of the town Wlien these liouscs aic icmoi ed there mil he a place 
of aims of the follomng dimensions , 1 28 feet on the uoilh, 206 feet 
on the south, 317 feet on the west, and 330 feet on the cast side Tlie 
v.ilu.ation of the whole mil amount to about II s 3000 "We liavo 
fuitliei to icpie^ent to joni Honnui that it mil be iiecessaiy to stoji 
the bnildiiigs tliat aie going on theic bj* peimission of the committee 
witlun the town walls* Oidcied that the bouses the committee 
lecoraracnd be pulled down the v.iIualion of which amounting to about 
Rs 3000 must be paid to thcpropiictuis A stop must immediately 
be put to the buildings caiijung on thcio ® 

Bombay Govcinment Consultation, 25th Fcbiuaiy 1772. Read a 
petition fioin Raglinn.ilh Baldji Puivoe owner of a house situated 
in Chuich Slieot icpie'cnting that lie had neaily completed lebnilduig 
the same when the committee of suiveis put a stop theietn ; and ic- 
questing pei mission to comiilete it On this the committee acquaints 
the Bonid that they pul a stop tlicieto only till they cnnld csaminc 
whethei thoie w'cic any ordcis against the black piopuclois icbuild- 
ing then lionses in that sheet but they find tbcio aie none It is 
tlieiefoie agiccd that he bo jieinuttcd to comjdctc bis house ® 

At a Consultation of the 25t]i Febnuaiy 1772 llie Boaid lecoid 
As tlieic is gieat want of giound wnthin the town walls foi 
Euiopcans to build, and as the Cbnich Sticct is a veiy piopci 
pl.icc foi that purpose, lesohcd lli.at the piescnt pi opiictois be posi- 
tively piobibited lepainiig then Iiouscs This we hope mil be a means 
of inducing them to sell to Euiopcans on icabonublc tcims. 'Jlic 
Secrclaiy to i&sne a proclcvraation to the above puriio'c " 

A Consultation of the 25tb Fcbniaiy 1772 lecoids . The shops 
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to tlic south of Cliurch Street liiiving become a great imioance, 
oideiod tint tlieybs all removed to the bizAr. In fiilnie no shop must 
he pcimiLtc 1 to tlie south of the north side of Chinch Stieet ^ 

At a Consultation of the Soth Pobruary 1772 the Doaid record : 
The valuation of all the remaining houses situated nithin 1)00 yaids of 
the new works, and on that account ncce'^siiy to be 2 )ulled down, 
is now laid hefoic the Hoard amounting to Rc 5)8,')86-2-86. 
Oideicd that the amount he made good to the lesjicetivc jiropnctois 
by the new fortilication iiaymastcr and that the houses he pulled down 
as soon as iiossible beginning with those ncaicst to Poib Geoigc Pivc 
per cent irom the amount to be paid each person, must be deducted 
by the pa'V'master for the clerk of the woiks in consulciation of this 
trouble in hanng valued the same.- 

At a Consultation, the 2iid Dccombei 1772, the Boaid icad the fol- 
lowing petition fiom the owners of some houses oidercd to be ^nilled 
down; That your Honoui^s poor petitioners luiniblj'" bog lcA\e to 
leprcsent that some time after their liouses weic destioyed by liie, the 
then engineer Jlajor j\Iace promised to give the spot of ground of 
their said hou«os to those whose houses neie jnillod down fiom near 
the gate to remove their houses to. On this youi 2 iuti(ionciR made 
icriuost to the then Ilonoinablc Goicinor to h.ive the said giound for 
their houses, as the same belonged to them and as they had thcii stones 
and the lloors of their destroyed liouse.s still icnmining on the giound. 
The then Honouiablc Governor diiectcd the committee to take a 
view thcieof and giant them thcii old land to lebuild their houses 
each on his own site. Accoidiiigly the committee oidercd the engi- 
neer to measure out each his giound of old lioupcs and grant them 
jici mission for lebuilding their houses on the panic, piovided they 
' -would build ptioiig laige tiled houses This youi pctitioiiCKs acceijted 
and built Btioiig laigc tiled houses. Two yeais thcreaFter the rest of 
3 'our llnnoiir’s petitioners’ neighbours asked pei mission to icbuild 
liouses on their ground which the then engineer did grant them on 
their passing a willing not to take a valuation of their houses It 
follows that tho'-e who have 2 )asFed their w riting ought not to take a 
valuation. Those who have not 2 »ii?pcd anj'- such wilting ap])hed to 
Benj .Tervip Esqniie, new foi tification jinymaslcr, for an order to 
value their houses. Itfr .Tci\is was 2 )lcased to diicct itli S 2 )acth .to 
make the like valuation wlneli the s.aid Mr excluding 

those nho liad 2 )a>'Sod a wilting not to take a valiuition. This your 
pctitioneis humbly desire your Honour mil bo giaciously ple.iscd to 
oidoi to bo 2 )aid them, who, evei since they liavc been obliged to demol- 
ish their said lioupes for the pci vice of the Honourable Comjiany, aie 
bufCciing very much being unable to rebuild them on seveial other 
dillcient P 2 )ots of giound. The charge of 2 mlhng the houses down and 
removing them each to his place, costs much more money than the 
valuation and as much moie it mil cost them in lebiiilding those 
houses.’’ 
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Oidcicd tliat on cxamhimg the iccoid*. shoidd it ap]io!H th.it the 
petitioncis ■ncic pcimitted to hnild on the giound thc}’^ mention, the 
1 alu.ition of theii hou'C'- must ho paid except to rach as cnteiod into 
an obligation to demand no compensation ^ 

At a Consultation of the 6th January 1773 the Boaid lead the fol- 
lonmg letlei fiom IMi. Bohcit Gaidcn, CoIIectoi, to the Pic«ident and 
Coiineil, dated Itli Jannaiy 177'^ In ohedieuLC to your oiders of the 
IStli ultimo I have inspected the legister*- of mi' oUlce and find that 
what is set foith by the pelitioncis nith legaid to their h.a\ mg per- 
mission to rebuild their houses is true. It is but just theieforc that 
they should lie paid valuation In the aeeomiiamnng list which uas 
delivered to me with the petition I obseiie the names of Govindji 
Coppeismith and Kiinoji Baibci, the house of the formci valued 
at Its 22-J-4S and of llic lattci at Rs 35-2-6.5 To these no 
lahiation should be paid as they are of the numbci nho ag iced to 
icbnild on condition that, whenever it might be deemed necessaiy to 
pull down then houses, it should be done u ithout then being entitled 
to any compensation I fuither submit it to the considei.ition ol youi 
Honoui uhcthci the valuation of Rs IS-l-C^ for tlie house of 
Govindji 'J’nnihakji Tailor should be paid him as it docs not aiipeai by 
our register's ho had any peimission to build it, noi has he ever paid a 
single If' of tax foi it to the Comiian}'.® 

Oideicd that (except the three ho mentions) valuation of the houses 
in the Collector’s hst be paid ® 

A Consultation of the IPth Fehiviaiy 1773 has the folloumg 
Diiections wcie given to the late engineer Lieutenant-Colonel Keating 
undci the 2Uth of August 1771 that no person whatcvei should be 
permitted to build any house of stone and chunam within one thousand 
yards of the ciest of the glacis all round the woil;*- Understanding 
that the same has not been exactly obsen-cd, it is lesohed and agiccil 
that the Secietaiy issue a publication to th.it effect advci tiding all 
peiEons "w ho may disobe}- the s.imc that then houses -will be cei'tainly 
removed and no compensation allowed I’hc acting engmcci must 
fix 2 nnpoi lioundaiies. at the above mentioned dist.anee * 

At a Consultation of the IGth ilfaich 1773, the Boaid read a peti- 
tion from the caste of people called Kohs, lequcstmg as their houscfc 
contiguous to the works are ordered to be 2 )iillcd down that ihe giound 
formerly marked foi icbuildmg the same may now he a 2 iino 2 )]iatcd to 
th.at use Tins is agieed to and the new foitific.ation pcijm-istei is 
oidcied to cause the Kofis’ houses to be dnectly pulled down and to 
put them in possession of the giound foimeify allotted them foi 
re-building their houses " 

At a Consultation of the 8th Fobiuaiy 177-1 the Board read the 
following letter fiom the committee appointed to cnqunc into the 
merits of a petition from Mooimen to the President and Council, dated 
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Bombay 5tli February 177*1 : Hawiig iu conpcqucnce of 3-0111 Iloiiour^s 
oulevs examined into the mcril'; of a pelilion delivered to the Bonid b}- 
Shiltiidin Paid commandant-siibheddr, and olbois, we called on them 
to prove llieir ap'^ei lion that for the Fake of foiii dolkaisor not owneis 
ilio}’’ were to bo Fuffeicrfi, each of wlneli dolkarfihad two or three Iioufcs. 
Confionted M-illi the Kolis the potitioncis declaicd the}- did not Iniow 
that any oL the dolkaie, palclR, 01 Kolis whoRC Iioufc'. wcie ordcied to be 
j)iilled down had an 3 '-honFO or hoiiFO'i without the line j but that the paid 
a'^FCi lion ic'-pceled other dolkais and iiatels who live without the line 
and have some of them Foveial houRc*?. Out of the 1<10 Iioufor valued 
and oidered to be lemovcd from the Hdge of Dongri hill to the siiot 
forme) 1}- allotted them w-e find that 83 arc the jnopert}’^ of the Dongii 
iishing and palanquin Koli caste.* 

It ip therefore agreed, though it. will lie attended with a small 
additional expense to the Compaii}-, that the Kolis* houecs be valued at 
their tine w-orlh as w-ell as those situated on the spot to w-hich they 
are to remove Tlie value of the Kolis^ new- limipes miiFt bo made good 
to the propiicloiR out of the value of the Kolis’ old hoiipcs, and the Kolia 
must then he put in possession of the ]ietitionciR’ houscs.- 

At a Consultation of the 5lh March 1774, the land paymaster 
la 3 -s before the Boaid an estimate of the expense of the repairs 
ncceasar}- befoie the inina to all the Honomabic Company's build- 
ingp, eompiiFcd in his books under the head of fortification and 
house repairs. Regarding these lopairs wiiich amount to Rs. 12,283 
2 q IS. 18 ICS ho requests the directions of the Board. As it appeals 
these icjiaivp are absolutel)- nccespai}', oideicdthat ho cause them to be 
executed accoidingl}-.'’ 

At a Consultation of the 13lh Ainil 1771, the provisional new- forti- 
fication pa 3 ’uiastcr, pursuant to ordci, piescnts to the 13o.aid an estimate 
of the full valuation of the Kolis’ Iioufos on the ridge of Dongii hill, 
w'liich arc oidcicd to be pulled dow-n on account of the new- w-oiks. 
Ho also iirescnts an estiimatc of the full value of those houses .situated on 
the spot latched upon for rebuilding the Kolis' houPcs; the foiiner of 
thof-e amounts to Rs. l],241-0-‘l and the other to Bs. 501(5-3-67. 
As our ticasui}- is so veiy low- it is ordcied that the houses be permitted 
to remain tiU w-e ma}- be better enabled to discharge the amount of their 
valuation.* 

At a Consultation of the llth October 1774., read a petition from 
the piopnetoih of the battv giounds without the Cliuicli Gate, which 
now- form part of the csplan.-ide, icquesting that their value may bo 
paid and that the}- may be allow-cd a compensation for w'liat they have 
lost by not having boon pciinittod to cultivate the fields for sevoial 
years. As it appeals to us icasonablc that the loss should be made 
good to them in like manner as w-as done to tlie proprietors of the oarts 
that w'cre out down for the same iiuipose, the Collector is ordered to 
adjust the same with them on such tcmis as may appear equitable 
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between the Company and the propiietois, and to pay them what he 
maj' think icasonable.^ 

At a Consultation of the 6 th Apiil 1775, the land paymastei lays 
befoic the Boaid an estimate of the icpaii'b neceseaiy to bo' given to all 
the Comp.an 3 '’s buildings against the appioaching lains amounting to 
Rs 11,225-2-19. Oidciedthat as thc«e icpaiis aio icpicscnted to be 
necessary tlie}" be completed aceoidinglj-.® 

In August 1775 the travellei Paisons wrote the following doscnption 
of Bombay . The town of Bombai' is neai a mile in length fiom Apollo 
gate to that of the Bazh and about a quaiter of a mile bioacl in the 
broadest pait fiom the Biinda (Bandai) acioss the Green, to Clinich gate, 
uliicli IS ne.ail 3 ' in the eentie as 3-011 walkionnd the w.alls between 
Apollo and Bazdi gate There are likewise two innnnc gate", with 
a commodious w-haif and ciaucs built out fiom each gate, beside a 
landing place foi pas«engeis onli'. Between the tuo marine gates is 
the Castle propeih' called Bomba 3 ' C.istle, a very large and strong 
foitificatiou uluch commands the baj- Tlie woiks lound the town 
aie so many and the bastions so veiy stiong and judiciously' situated 
and the whole defended u-ith a bioad and deep ditch so as 'to make a 
strong foitiess, which, while it has a sufficient gaiiison and piovinons, 
ma}' bid defiance to any' foice wluch ma 3 ' be hi ought against it TIcie 
IS a spacious Gieen, capable of containing seveial legimcnts exeieising 
at tbe same time. The sticcts aio well laid out and tlie buildings 
(namel 3 ’ gentlemen's houses) so numoious and handsome as to' make 
it an elegant toivn. The soil is a sand, mixed inth small giavcl, uliich 
makes it alwai-s so clean even in the rain 3 ' season, that .a man ma}’ 
walk all over tiic town within lialf an horn aftei a heavy- sliouei with- 
out dirl 3 'ing his shoes. The esplanade is very extensive and as smooth 
and even as a bowling-green which makes cithci ivalking or iiding 
round the town veiy pleasant ® 

At a Consultation of the 26th December 1775, tbe Board oidcr 
that tlie houses on the ndge of Dongii lull be immcdiatcl 3 ' lemoved 
agreeable to former older and the piopi-ictois be paid f 01 the same 
agiccablc to tlio valuation made by the clerk of the works * 

At a Consultation of the 18th January 1776 the Boaid ie.adthe 
following letter fiom Mr James Sibhald, new foitilicntion pa 3 -master, 
to tliePiesidentand Council,dalcd the 9 thrTaniiai 3 ' 1776 • In consequence 
of 3-0U1 Older of the 29th ultimo to immedi.atol 3 ' pull down the Kolis’ 
houses situated on the ndge of Dongn hill and to pa 3 - their propiietois 
agice.able to the valuation foimcil 3 ' taken, the engineer has had 
duections accordingl 3 - Bnt as 3 onr Honnm has not heen pleased in tlie 
accompanying oidei to the pa 3 -master under the IStli of rebniaiv 1774 
to s]gnif 3 - whether it is your intention that the Kolis should have the 
^teri.als of their houses imlled down as well as the full v.alue tlicicof, 

I request I'our^ orders on tliis head It is ccitain, althoimh they he 
ITcrmittcd this indulgence, that the3- will 3-et he suficieis by the icraoial 


' Djaw CC of 1 1 7 J, 707 . - Pnb D:arv C7 of 1775 “lOS 
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of tlicii house!?.* Oidcrcd that as is always usual the piopvielors of the 
house?, pulled down be poimittcd to cany away the maleiialb they 
being of liLllo value and no use to the Compaii}'.- 

At a ConsiiUation of the GOth .Tanuaiy 1776, lead a repoit from the 
comniittec appointed to lino out the giound for the inaiino yaid at 
Sliizgaon 'iJock and onelocing an account \nluation of the houses 
necessary to be icmovod amounting- to lls. 1179. Thj.se hou.<^us aio 
oidci-ed to l)j taken down accordingly and the yearly ground rent of 
Its. 36-0-80 IS to be deducted from the rent jiaid by the pic^ent 
farmei.-’ 

In the Bombay Diary of the 21st June 1776 the following enliy 
oeeuis: Earl)' this moniiiig a tiic was discovcicd in the llonmirablc 
Company’s house allotted for the suporinlendenl which allhough every 
possible assistance AVas atfoided Avas entirely consumed and the adjoining 
liousc oc..iipiod by the maiino paymaster.* 

Two AA'ceks latei, Oth July I77«i, the Boaid direct: The maiiuc 
house and the supeimtciident’s hon«o haA'ing been lately dct.trn\ cd by 
file, the actiiio magistiatc must ta'ce the neeossaiy depositions and 
cndeaA’our to discover tin cause of this accident ndiich is yet miknowu, 
and the land pij'mistcr is diiected to cause the nuns to be siirvej'cd 
and to lay a icpoib of thou slate before us.® 

On the GOth July 1776* Government lead a Icllcr® fiom Mr. Bobeit 
Garden, a justice of the peace, dated 18lh July 1770, AA'ith t\A'o dcposi. 
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"Mr (I.irIcu's Ijottcr runs Encloseil youAVill plc.asc to loccivo the depositions of 
Mo’srs. George Emptngc aTulSnmielP.itter3on,t\vogentlemou ivlio from then situation 
I tliongbt iveio likely to gne inc the best iiifoiinatioii relative to tlie c.Aiisc of tlie Into 
file 1 have also made inquiry of so vcral others a\ bo were present sboitly after tlio 
firo was fii st discovered but cniiiiol Icain from any of them the original cau°o of it. 
Most of them lioivcvcr concur n itli Mr Empt.-igc in opinion tli.nt had tlio oiigiiics been 
111 good Older and piopeily managed the Alaiino Uou=:c imi’Iit have been s.ivcd. 
(1) riic dcposiitinn of 0.ipt. Gcoi"l Einptage t.ikcn on oath before mo Robert Giiideii 
ISsquiic, oiio of liU Majesty’s Justices of Pc.ice This deponent being firot duly siroiii 
Baitli that he was awoke about 3 o’clock in tlie morning of tlio 21 st ultimo by one of 
Ins boys telling him Mi. Ulatson's house w.is on flic ; lliat he laii over to the pl.icc 
when lie saw the ll.imes bieak Ihiongh tho uindows of the room ovci the p'is£..igc .ind 
thattho (no appeared to have piocccdud from tho room behind that it broke out from 
That the g.ites and door 1 were all shut and nobody stilting in or about tlio house; 
th.at the lire not being »o furious but that li.id the engines been brought that could 
h.ivo been made iiso of, and they well siippbcd, this deponent , does firmly 
bclicio the Marine Hoasc might have been saved, but that the assiHt.iiicc ncccsbniy* 
coming too late it w.as not possiblo under those cirounistanccs to liavosaA'cd tb.it 
house, and further ho faaitb not —Signed Gcoigc Emptogo Sworn before me I lie 
d.ay and year above iwittcn.— Signed Robert G.Ar.Ien.’ (21 'Tlio ilepo-icion of 
Mr Samuel Patterson, clerk to the executors to the cslnto of .Tobii Ulatsnn Esqiiiiu, 
tiikcn on oath before me, Robert G.irden Esquire, one of IIis Jl.ijcsty’s ilie-ticosof 
Pence' This deponent being first duly suoiii dcpiscth audts.Aith tlint some iiioiillis 
bofoic the Arc that b.appciicd the 2lst of last Juno, an akilin was given of flic vvhieh 
proved to bo in a room to tho north of the hall of tlib lionso Mi UIntson lived in, but 
was soon put out. It v.'as occasioned by a bale of lavv silk liav mg taken fire ft.nn some 
unknown o.ause. Tli.at loom never vias ciitcicd from that day to tho 2Ut Juno l.ist, 
to the best of tins deponent’s rccollcetinn, ntniglit or any other time with a bqht, hut 
that while he had clmi go of the goods in that room, which w.is .about .a month hefote 
tho last Arc happened, he is positive no light was over earned into it. That tins 
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tions andiccoidcd the following Becolution ontlicci'idcnccbcfoieilicm : 
Bead a Icltci from Mi. Gaidcn accompanpng Eome depnqtioiiE 
taken hy Mm in concoqucncc of oni orders rebpech'ng the late fiie at 
the inanno and supenntcndenl’s houses As it appeaib'theiehy that 
tlie piogicss of the iiie might have been stopped had the engmes Men 
in propel order^ it is ie‘-olved that in futmc they be put under 
chaigc of the major of aifillory ■who must be directed to woik them as 
often as may be necessary -with the aitiUery lascais to keep them in 
propel ordei 

At tlie same Consultation of SOtli July 1776 Govonimcnt read also 
the follomug leport from the principal engineer Mr Nilson, legaiding 
tlie state and condition of the maiinc and superintendent's houses 
burnt douTi hy the late fiie : The whole roof of the main building, the 
ceihngSj tlie doors windows and doois haio mostl}' been consumed 
by the fire, the two teiiace flooie of the front and back veiandas are 
leiy little damaged, the wood woik of the staiiease is paitlj' destioyed 
and must bo replaced with new'. It apjjears also that the whole of the 
fionis and paifation wall® of the upper part of the building liave been 
raised on and suppoited by a fiame of timbci owing to the greatest 
part of the walls of the first fiooi bemg partly mud and sandstone and 
partly sandstone and ehunam, and, as the abovemenhoned frame is 
entirely consumed, it will lie neccssaiy in ca'c the house should be 
icbuilt to pull down all the fronts and paitition w’alls and erect such a 
frame of wood as it had befoie as the lowei w’alls of this building are not 
strong enough to support such weight wuthout the frame Part of tho 
loof of the light w'lng is burnt and some pillars in the veiandas broke 
down , the gieatcst part of the loof of the left w’mg is consumed, as aie 
al®o some doors and windows, and some paitition walls and pillais 
are pulled dowm. The mam budding of the supeiintendenPs house is 
entirely destroyed, namely loofs, ceilings, staiica'c, llooiings, doois,and 
windows. Tw'o paitition walls arc fallen down and the whole of 
this in a totall}' loiincd condition, but the apartments and offices 
near the sea side are all complete. On tins the Boaid iccoid * Bead 
a report of the present state and condition of the maimo and 
supeiintcndcnP.s houses Oideied that the estimates bo made bj" the 
acting engineer and clerk of the w'oikswith other inoper persons, of 
the expense of icbuilding them upon the original plan with stone and 
ehunam and of icbuildmg them on frames of timbci * 

On leceipt of the icqnned estimates at their Consultation of 11th 
Dccemhei 1776 Government duect: Tho land paymaster now' laj'® 


deponent tbc tunc tlio lire happened on the 2lBt June in the niornmc; w as n^'lccp in 
the bungalow at the hock oC the heave on fire ; that the ereninc heroic the fire did 
happen thia deponent hod sapped in the lonin iic\t tu that in winch the goods w cre 
end w bich is supposed lint to has e taken hre, and the 00(3 liclit that w x> 111 the 1 ooni 
with him at supper was a candle which ho took aw''i 3 ' w ith liim into the hiingdow. 
The hale of law' bilk that occasioned the first fire was at that time not in the iionse 
Iiasing been taken out and sold some tune before, and further this deponent ssitll 
not, c\ccpt that tho room in which the goods iiero had not been opened for ntout 
three dns'S before the fire — t-iencfl fcamuel P.ittcisun Sn 01 n lieforr inr the day and 
3 car aho\c written. — Signed Robert Gatdcn. Pnh. Diar3' 70 of 177C bOl-CUG. 

* Pub. Diary 70 of 1776, 500 ’ 
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tions nndiccoidcdihc following Bcsolution on the evidence bcfoic them : 
Bead a lettei fioni Mi. Golden accompanying some depossitioiib 
tolmn by him m consequence of our oideis xc&pceting the late hie ot 
the maimc and superintendent's houses. iVs it appears thcieby that 
tlie piogicss of the file might have liccn stopped had the engmes been 
in proper ordeij it is lesolved that in futuie they be pnt under 
chaigc of the ma]or of aitilleiy who must be diicctcd to woik them os 
often as may be neccssaiy with the aitilleiy lascais to keep them in 
piopei Older. 

At the same Considtation of 30th July 177i3 Govci-nmcnt lead also 
the following lepoit fiom the piineipal engineer Mi Nilson, legaidiug 
the state and condition of the maiinc and supciintendenfs houses 
burnt domi by the late liie* The whole loof of the mom Lmlding, the 
ceihngs^ the iloois wmdows and doois have mostly been consumed 
by the lire, the two tciiai.c floois ot the fiont and back vciandas are 
vciy bttle damaged, tlie wood woik of the stancase is paitly dcatToycd 
and must be replaced with new'. It appears also that the whole of the 
floats and partition walls of lire upper part of the building have been 
i-aiEcd on and supported by a fiame of timber owing to the greatest 
part of the walls of the iiint ilooi being partly mud and sandstone and 
partly sandstone and chunam, and, as the abovemcntioncd frame is 
entuely consumed, it will be neecssaiy in case the house should be 
lebuilt to poll down all the fionts and paibtiou walls and erect such a 
flame of wood as it had before os tbc lower walls of this bmldmg aic not 
strong enough to support such weight without the frame Part of the 
loof of the light wing is burnt and some pillars iii the vciandas broke 
down , the greatest part of the roof of the left W'lng is consumed, as are 
also some doois and windows, and some paitihon walls and pillais 
arc palled down The main budding of tlie snpciintcndent’s house is 
entirely destioyed, namely loofs, ceilings, staircase, llooiings, doois, and 
windows. Tw'O partition walls are fiillen down and the whole of 
this m a totally rumed condition, but the apartments and oiliccs 
near the seaside are all complete. On this the Board lucuid' Bead 
a icport of the present sLite and condition of tbc maimc and 
superintendent's Imuses Oideicd that tlie estimates be made by the 
acting engineer and clerk of the woilcs with other pioper jicisons, of 
tlie expense of icbudding them upon the oiiginal plan with stone and 
chunam and of rebuilding them on frames of timbei.^ 

On leceipt of tlie icqiuied esbmates at their Consultation of lltli 
December 1776 Government ducct: The land pajinaster now lays 


(leponent the tunc tto fiiu happened on the 21st June in the nioiniiig nas asleep in 
the bungalow at the bai,k of tbc house on lire , that the LVeuing bLfute the fiie did 
happen this deiionent bad supped in the toum next to chat in which the goods were 
and w hioh is suppuavd fiist to hav c taken hre, and tlic unlj light tbsi; vt ,13 111 the rouui 
with bun at supper was a candle winch he took away witn him into the iiuji''.'iluw. 
Thebaic of raw silk that occasioned the tint fire was .at that time nut in tlic house, 
having boen taken out and sold some tune before, and further this deponent siith 
nut, except that tho room in whidi the goods were had nut been opunid for about 
thru, days before the fire — bigned fcamuel Patteriun Swoin btfoie me tbc daj and 
>carabovowrittcD. — Signed Robert Garden. X’ub Diary 70 ot 1770 Goi-bUG 
* Pub Diary 70 of 1770, OOti ’ 
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before us according’ to order two estimates of the expense of rebuilding 
the maiiue bouse, one of erecting it ux)on frames of timber amounting 
to Its. 33,U9G-0 -u 0, and the other of rebuilding it from the gi'ound 
with stone and cliunain amounting to Us. 48,912-2-35. Kcsolved 
before wo dcteimine ujion either of these p'ans that we make the ox- 
peiiinent if this woik cannot be executed cheaper by contiact. Oideicd 
therefore that notices be alllxcd that we will receive scaled pioiio.'sals 
from any pcr.con or persons who will contiact to icbuild this house 
agreeable to the plan now before us by which the estimates wore 
formed.^ 

Next year, 1777, at their Consultation of Sth January Government 
record ; No proposals having yet been delivered for rebuilding the 
marine house by contiact and theiiricc of timber whieli will be the 
principal article of expense being at present very high, it is icsolved 
to defer this work until the pleasure of our Honourable Masters is 
known, by wliich tune wo hope the price will be reduced." 

A yeai' later, 19th March 1778, the Coui-t express their disapproval 
of both proposals : ^'e have determined they say not to consent for 
the present to any marine house being built.® 

At a Consultation of the 12th Majr 1779 the Board record: Asa 
projiosal is now before us for enlarging the Dsplanadc, we think it 
very imiiroper to erect buildings thereon wdii'ch may in a short time 
be again pulled down. Some other accommodations must therefore bo 
found for the first battalion of sepoys. It appears to us the barracks 
on Old Woman^s Island will very w'ell answer the purpose. ‘ 

At a Consultation of the Sth March 1780 the Board read a letter 
from Iklr. Lawrence Nilson, principal engineer, to the President and 
Council, dated loth February 1780 : I have removed a very large 
and extensive sandbank on that part of the esplanade next to the sea. 
At the same time I w'as under the necessity of leaving the burying 
grounduntouclied along whose wdiolo length of 380 and half of its breadth 
of 240 feet runs a sandLank more than eight feet lugh above the common 
level and not more than live hundred yards from the ncai’est cannon of the 
place. As tins renders it very commodious for an enemy to erect 
batteries on, tiie removal of the burial ground becomes highly 
advisable. As it is necessary to have another place aiipointed for the 
purpose of burying the dead, I have to iciiuest your Honoui-'s 
'oideis for enclosing another place for that purpose where your Honour- 
able Board shall irlease to direct. After this as soon as it shall be judged 
pioper or bo found absolutely necessary the high bank on the present 
buryrng ground may be removed. A house belonging to Janoji 
mukddam of weavers stands directly in the gorge of the Miindvd 
bastion and at present impedes the carrying on the bomb-proofs next 
to the new magazme. As it is absolutely necessary that J aiioji^s house 
should be removed, I‘ have to rccpiest your Ilonouiablc Board to be 
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plcjsetl to g'lio oidoia ful the icmov.il o£ tlio houte.is tcvn 
ble 1 

Oidcrccl that he c.iamine .and lix upon a piopci sput Kir i n-iv 
biir> in" <;iuimd takin" (.-.ue that it he at &uch a di-.(,in(u tioni tl. 
^\o^k^ .IS not til he liable to .my riiitlwr lonuii.il. The hoii.-e he meiili m- 
inus; be a’.iliieil and leinoied as soon .la possible * 

At a Cou.siiIt.i'ion uE the lUth Apiil 17i>0 the liiiaiil r.,ul the i'l-Ilou* 
ill" letter £ioni LiwieiKu Xilson l.siiiii'i', piiiicip.il enuineoi, tn the 
i'lesident .ami Council, dated the dUth .Mai ill 17eO ■ I hue the hoiiuiir 
to eiiclo'U a laliiatioii ot the hoii^e ot J.iuuji Mc.uei ~ituatid in the 
"oige oE the ilaiiiUi l-wtion, Mhieh I hike the lilwiti tn iv.jiiesl \i»\ir 
ilououiuble B(j.ud ivill 1v ])le.i.-ed to urdei payment of ' Oidcrcd tlie 
i.iliialiuii ot" the iicavei’s house, 11-. Ihoo-d'-lt, iiiiisl be j'.iiil to the 
piopiietoi.* 

At a ConsulhiUon of the 23id Aii"ii-t 17.M1 the Ihiaiil re-nlud 
that a sui ley lie nude of the Toll II iJ. ill and a lej.oit deliiLicil in oi 
its pie'eiiC statu and cmidition ' 

At .1 Cun-.ult.itiun of the -'.nd SfiieliKS') the lSu.ird u. id .i letter 
from the .''eeiet.iiy .iiul p.i-.-esl the follimiii" ilii’'“i»m; (hi enii'.dei.i- 
lion o£ the fcecut.m's ca^e .ind as vie p.d-.;e him entitled to the 
iiidiilgenee he le |Ucst>., and uii that piineiple reo inrin niLd his uipn 
to tlij lIonoiir.ib'e Couipiiiy, it is .i"iied to inircha.e the li>>iisii ,it 
the puce beiore ulTeicd leiii" Us iO,OhD a'lil to .illoc it Em the lO'idei.ce 
ot the Sceiehir^ “ 

aVt 1 Ciin'ultatioii of ilu* tSth Janu.iry 17Mi the lhaid rudecid 
tlut the ])iin(ipd en^tmn iH'diiectcil not to iirmit pri«ati in ni.s to 
di" fur '.iiid-sifiiie on the espliiuile n.i .my .leio.int i»ii.i(eiei • 

.Mr F.irlc', tli'.iiilhorof (Jiieiii d Meiiiiiii'.Mriti’-. .Mmii 17i{ vil'>,i 
I left Uomirai the ociierahii of the piildie liiiild>i!.;s m-ie iiinie i:>. lel 
tlun cleo.nt. 'Ihe (i'oi» riimeut Imu-e, cii'toiii lioi'-i-, ii".nii. h iii-e, 
biirich', mint, trcisiiiv, tliL.iiii., .md pri-i u inehuleii tit i li'- 1 of 
tl.i.-'f '■tnicturi.'. 'llu-ie Here aho thn e larije h.-jut .1-, i.ii.i i.iihhi ;Iie 
iln for Jhiii.i'.-,.n‘., .diotl'sr uiiihe i 'ji'aiwd,' fur th- .?.[• i .. .ir r ti.e 
tr.,uj'' in ll's Cii.iii.ini^' 'Cilice, .iiid .1 tlunl I ii .ii .el j,i< • lit i 1 -i.d for 
coni.iI(. Cl lit' 'I'hi' Hilly I’r.iU u.nt ciaiiih mi the i 1 .r i stu.i ii ..r 
the Cl litre if tli" ton ii, a 1 iriie md i • imii.i 1 oi.s iaii!di<) ' iidli i lu-.t 
toller *'1 h iV.. 1 .il'*.' .1 cliiriti cl'oiil lor I oi * iiid a fiiisl lor tl ■ 

] o .r it-iiipoiii" t.i the Chi.iili ef lino] iiid 'ller< i.lo' -tldii’i n je 
tl, .ntooil ij j.i'ii' I^h nuinir t.i i*ie iii lul.iv > -t,ih'.;-hii • ni i 

1 ...' in Ind i (17’i*>* 17-* 1;, th • iii’i’ tl -idnl :!i. I'',. i.r’i.T 

.iiti riuk‘i.li .it Siiril a:.d Uii.oh. ulir.- i.i-i.* ci i''i lej 'hie i i.i.ji r, 
fCirrl '.ll' 'll.e Ui'l.ioH Ci'l. be e.al [ d I iii.icle ' ..l 1 iliij.' i. 
tl!irt.ri i.t 1 iris ef tl I''iid '...d «, I ii'fv n.iinloi.!' » ii r. l* ' 

L'lo'i i« (Soi».i'i.'i III. Ti._ II;i„'ii L 1.1 . . .> Ihni v,th .ohr.u’! r 
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so lai’ge nor elegant as those at Calcutta or Madras, weio comfortable 
and well furmshed. '1 he}'" were built in the Emojicau style of aicbi- 
tecture as inueb as tbe climate would admit of, but lost something of 
that appeaiaiice by the addition of vciandas or coveied piazzas to shade 
those apaitments most exposed to the sun, AYlien illuminated and 
tilled with social parties m the evening these verandas gave the town 
a veiy cheerful appeaiance. But since I left India (1784) the towm 
houses have been almost deserted by the English who icside entirely 
at their eouutrj' villas The gentlemen only go to the fort in the 
morning to transact their business, devoting the evening to domestic 
pleasuie and convivial meetings at their gaiden houses ^ 

.The houses of the lich Hindus and Muhammadans aie geneially 
built 'Within an enclosure surrounded by galleiics or verandas not only 
for privacy but to exclude the sun from the apaitments 'llns court 
is tiequeiitly adorned ivilh shrubs and flow’ers and a fountain jilaving 
before the xnmcipal room wheie the master receives his guests -which 
is open in front to the gaiden and fuinishcd with carpets and cushions." 
The large baz.lr or the street in the black town within the fortress 
contained many good Asiatic houses and shops stored with merchandise 
fiom all parts of tbe world for the Europeans and Natives These 
shops were generally kept by the Indians, especially the Pa'isis, wlio 
after papng the established import customs were excm^ited from other 
duties.® 

On the 17th July 1786 the managers of the Theatre wrote to 
Messrs. Eawson Halt Boddam, Eobeit Sparks, and Eichard Ohuich, 
his jMajesty’s Justices for the town and county of Bombay. The 
managois of the theatre with the utmost respect beg leave to icprescnt 
to this Tlonouiablo Board that some time ago they addiebsed the 
I-fonouiablc the Governor and Council and enclosed plans and an 
estimate with a proiiosal for erecting’ a court bouse adjoining* to the 
theatre, but they conceive from a multiplicity of business of greater 
moment the Honouiablo Board have not liad tune to take the matter 
into consideiation. The managers are veiy desirous in every respect 
to n^ake the theatre as commodious as possible to His Majesty’s 
Justices until such time as the Honourable the Governor General and 
Council may think proper to adopt some other plan. In the meantime 
the managers hope the Government wull have no objection to order the 
county to pay a model ate rent to enable them to finish the plastering of 
the house and in other respects to keep it in perfect repair Tlio managers 
have the honour to enclose a bill for rent for tbe time they have already 
made use of it and hope it -will meet ivith the approbation of the 
Honourable Board ^ 

» 

On tbe above letter the Board at their Consultation, tbe 27th July 
17 86, ob«ei ve : Ecad a letter from the managers of the theatre addiessed 
to his IMajesty's Justices enclosing a bill for the rent of that building 
during the time it has been occasionally appiopiiated for the meeting 
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* Foihos’ Onental Memoirs, 1. 132-153. 
3 Follies’ Otient.ll Memoirs, I. 153. 


s Forbes’ Oriental Memoirs, I. 
*Pab. Diary 88 of 1780, 502. 
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of the qiiaitei'Iy sessions amounting to Bs. 500 As we hare had it in 
contemplation to dispose of the Old Town Hall and cicct a new building 
fiom the pioduce of its sale, and, as the exorbitance of the pie^uiit 
demand icndeis it necessary to come to an imnieJiate deteimination, 
it is lesolved that the old building be sold at publie outciy on Monday 
the 21st of the ensuing month of August for icady money and on the 
tei ms which will he noticed As the warehouses under the Old Town 
Hall aie appiopnatcd by the farmer's lease for the lodgment of his 
tobacco, our detci mination must be communicated to the Collectoi who 
IS to settle with the tobacco faimei foi a compensation in lieu tlieicof 
duiing the lemainder of the lease The Geneial will diieet the cleik 
of the ivoiks to diaw out a plan of the intended building on the most 
fiugal scale to be erected on the luins of the old maiine house which 
appeals to us to be the must convement and piopci place for this 
puiposc ^ 

The next month the Town Hall was aceoidingly sold. On the 
21st August 1786 the land paymaster ■wiites to Go\ eminent: 
Agiecable to youi ordcis I this day put up the Town llall to public 
sale on the teims picscnbed by youi Honour and sold the same to 
Huijivan Siipat for Rs. 22,600. As the iccoids of the Mayoi^'s Couit 
\Yeie in the nppci apartments and the warehouses below weie in 
possession of the tobacco faimer, I conditioned with the puithascr that 
the whole should be cleared out and deliieicd up to him in one month 
from this date ^ 

'niiec days later, at a Consultation on the 2Mh &.ugust 1786, the 
Board lecuid : Bead a letter from the land paymaster lepoiting the 
sale of the Old Town Hall for the sum of Bs 22,600 agiecable to the 
public notice given for that purpose.^ Bead also a letter from the 
Collector dated 20th August 1786 Ordered that the Collector be 
made acquainted with the sale of the Old Toirn Hall and th.it the 
purchaser is to be put m possession thereof within one month fiom tlie 
day of sale ‘ The land paymaster must be diieeted to appiopnato a 
dry and scenic room in the back part of the large house rented of 
Mr Hornby for the lodgment of Uic records of the Honourable the 


’ Bom Gov Consultation 27th July 17SG Pub Diary S8 of 17S6, 197. 

- Fdb Diary 88 of I7SG, Jb3-db3 

- On the 7tli May 180J tin. Coinnuttkc’s Secretary u rites to the Civil Paymaster 
I am (lirectLil by the Town Cumniittce to rei|UCst yon mil fuiiiish them as soon as 
po '»a iblc with the fiillnwing information \Vhat the Old Town Uall in the Baur 
sold fui Slid the iiunibLi of siiusre jaiils the property cumpiiscd (Bombay Tonn 
Comiiiittoo Vol 183 nf 18UJ, Jll-Jl-l.) In reply the asine da> (Tth nay 1803) the 
Ci\ il Fay ni-sster u iitLS In reply to joui letter of this datu jou uill infrom the 
ConiimttLC that tho Old Tonn flail was sold by public, outcry on Cist .Vuipist ITSG to 
Harjuaii Siipat for Bo CCJiOOas appuirs by the records of the Civil piyotGcL I 
ha\o icfoired to the Collector's oihLO for tlio meaouiuincnt nhich I find to be stated in 
aiuport of the 1 erusdoros and uisttaros under datu loth January l7S7 at S1S71 sqiisrc 
foot (Ditto, 314-310 ) This Tonn Hall la tho Court of Judicature of lb7a. Xhi! 
shell icmains m Ba7,.ir Gate btrect 

* As icgoids tho sale deed of tins Town Hall the Diary of the 30th DciLmbcr 17SS 
has the follouing entry The bccretary lajs before the Board the deed ot file of 
the Town Hall which is oidcrcd to be e^ccutcd and dulitcrcd to tho purchaser 
H'lrjivan Sirpat Pub. Diaiy 93 of 1788, IbO, 
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^fjiyor^s Couifc.^ jVb the warehouses aiul bliu^is beneath the Town Hall 
are '•oon to be doliveiecl up, it; ib anTectl to allow the tobacco faimer 
the monthly sum oL‘ Its. SO in lieu oE Iho'-c waiehouses and it is 
expected ho will immediately piovide liimself with piopor iilaces o£ 
ivliich the Collector miibt lie acipiaintcd." 

Letter from the Itoj'ibtcr t'l the ifayor's Court, dated Bombay Tonn 
TIall 23th Augubt 1736 : I am commanded b}* the llonoiimble the Mayor 
to acknowledge icceipt of your Seerelai^'^s letter of the 25th instant 
awiuainting the Court that the ground on which the Old Town Hall 
stands had been bold and that the laud paymaster had lecencd orders 
to prepare a reom iir the huge hoii^e rented of ifr. Hoiiiby for the 
ioce 2 »tion of the Court's records, fn answer thereto 1 am directed 
to acquaint your Honoirr.ible Board that for a long time past the 
Mayor's Court have laboured under great inconveniences from the want 
of a pioijor jilace to meet in. As this will not be obviated by the 
removal of their recoirbs to the iilace allotted, I am ordered to icque^t 
your Honoui'ablo fioard to aiipornt some inoiior i>laco to meet in or 
lire Court will bo under the necessity of reirtiiig a bouse .ind chaiging 
' the Honourable Company with the exiicnsc thcieoi." 

On the above letter the Board icsohe on the 30th August 17SG: 
Head a letter fiom the Hoiioui.'iblc iMayor's Court signify mg their 
being m want of a jdace to assemble in and reiue&ontmg that a proper 
accoininodation may be apinoiiriatcd for that purpose. Oideied that 
they Ixj .‘icquaiiited, we have come to a deter niin.itiun oL building a 
Now Tow 11 Hall and untd that be iinishcd the Com t will be.iLcommodatcd 
w'lth a room in the liou‘o lenlcd of ilr. Hornby if coiivoniont to tliein ‘ 

The following cxti acts of 17 S8 sliowr that the Mayor's CouiL w’as 
Toiuovcdfi our the Old Town Hall to the Admn.ilty lloiisc nr 1736. 
Letter from the .Mayor's Court to Go\eriiuient, dated Bombay Castle 
17tli March 1733. Having summoned the members of the Ilonouiablc 
the Mayoi‘'s Court to lay before them your letter of the 17th rust.inl 
addressed oUieially to me and acquaiutirig mo that from public c.\igciicy 
you bad oideied a set of rooms m the bandar or custom bouse to bo 
appropriated for the rcccptioir of the Ma^'or’s Court, tho}’ unanimously 
came to the following resolution which Iry their desire I have the 
honour of coramunic.itnig to yon : Th.i,t they should consider an assent 
on their p.vrt to be highly duiogatory to the dignity of the Court .and 
at all events the pl.ace to be extremely inconvenient for its meetings’. 
That they therefore dosiie some pioiiec and commodious building may 
be allotted for tlie ri’ce 2 )lion of the Court ; since until such lime us it 
can meet, conveniently with its dignity and convenience, the Mayor .md 
Aldermen must be under Iho necessity ofadjoniniiig their meetings and 
suspending^ the adininistialion of civil justice or of carrjaiig into 
execution their lo-olution communicated to the Ilonoiiiable the 
Governor and Council under the 28lh August 1786 (copy of w’hieh I 
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* This Iloinbv House also u.i1luil .Idimi.ilty llouso ami thu Ilucoiilui’s C'uuit is the 
piL'Sunt (IS93J (Jill llisli Couit oi Giuat IVcstcin ilutol. 

* Pub. Diary 8S o£ 1780, 518 -CIO. = Pub. Di.ary 88 o£ 17S(i, 579. 

* Bom Gov. Conoultation 30th Aug, 1780, Pub. Diary S3 of 1780, 577. 
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Lave the honour to enclose) o£ lontinj; a house foi Ihc icceptiou o£ the 
Couit at the expense of the Honoumblc Company. 

On the above letter a Coubultation of the 20th MaieK 1733 
recoids: The PiCsident (the Ilonouiable Aniherv Ram®ay) ]a}si before 
the Board a letter addressed hrm by the M.i}or and .rctprairrts us that 
the Admually House whciern tire Major's Court had for some trme 
past been assenrhled, lerng now apjuoprrated to the accomiuodatiorr of 
the oflicers of Ills M.ije^ty’s 71&t I’egjuieut he had directed a suito of 
apartments nr the kiudar to be fitted up for the Court not as a 
permanent, but as a temporary 7)lace for their meetings until a more 
suitable building can Ire provided for them The Pietidcnt observing 
at the tame time that Courts have been rierpiciitlj' hold in the bandar 
heretofore rrithout its having ever been eoiisideicd as derogatory to 
then digmty, ilesolvcd therefore that the Coiut be acquainted that 
we slull provide a srutablc jilace for then leeeption as soon as rfc may 
be in om 2’or'ui' In the iiioantiiue we hope thej' riill init up with 
such acconimud.rtiou ns the l>aud.rr alloids.^ 

ThcieuijOir the Piegitter to tiro Mavoi's Court r\ rote the following 
letter to Government on the 21tli March 17SS’ Vorir Seeiotarj's 
letter of tlie 21st in'.tant bar iug this daj' been talceir into coirsidciation 
by the llouoruable the Maj or’b Com t tliej' have diiceted me to acquaint 
your Plononrablc Board that thej' rrnamnrouslj' ronraiir in the opinion 
notified to the Iloiiourablcthc Pie'ident in the Woibhipfirl the Mayoi''b 
letter of the 17tli instant As the Ilonouialilo the Court of Dncctois 
have given orders for the expenses of the Oomt to bo defrayed fioni llieir 
tieasui}', tboj' the Court lure further eommaudud me to again inform 
your Iloiiouialdc Board tliat, iinle'-s soiiie commoihous bruldiiig is 
immediately allotted for the Court to meet in, the> shall be under 
the nece&sitj' of icuUng a house and ch.iigmg the Uononiable Com- 
pany with the expense thereof nr oiilei that the busiiics'. of the Corut 
which has alieadj- met with considerable clelaj' maj' no longer be 
impeded ^ 

On iccenjt of the above letter at a Coiisnltatioii on the 35th,Maich 
1788, the President acquaints tlic Board that in coiisenucnce of the 
incoirveiiience which the Maj'oi'’s Conit apprehend would attend their 
caiTying on their pioceedingo nr the baiidar lie lias duceted that the 
part of the marine lionse at present occupied bj' the Secretary to the 
marine board he fitted uji as a ConitlloutcandToivn Hall, the exi^cnse of 
which by an estimate made hj”^ lire engineer and now betoio ns w ill not 
exceed l!s, lo‘3. This intention must be accordingly eominumeated to 
the Maj'oi-'s Court. We think it necessary to remark that as ne have 
allotted them apartments m the bandar wlicieiir coruts bad been fre- 
quently held and which in om opinions would have aiisweicd the pnrpof O 
very well for the present, wo hare been iii no w.ij accessoij to then 
legal proceedings being rm^iDded.- 


i Pub Dwiy 02 of 17SS, 2U-S13 Foucst’s Homo Sliils, II .713 -31C. 

-Bom Go," ConsuUatiou 23th MsilU 17S3, Pub. Di.iiy 02 of 1733, 2iS--»0* 
Foncst's Hoinu Sciic, II. 310 
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On the ] Uh .TaniTavyl791 the Ecgistci* of ilie Mayor’s Court writes 
to Governmoul • The aUornc 3 ’s of the iNIayor’s Court liaving represented 
to tlio Court that the place allotted them in the Town Hall is much 
too small and confined, I .iin dncctcd by the Court to request that the 
necessary oideis may be given to the piopor officer to enlarge the 
same so that it maj' lie nvide suflicicutly spacious and commodious for 
the attorney's’ accomiiiodation.^ 

On receipt of the above letter a Consultation of the ISth January 
1791 records . Ecad the above letter from the Mayor’s Court in couse- 
quenee of which the land paymaster m'll be directed to make the 
alterations in the Town Hall requested by the Court." 

On the loth February 1791 the Eegistcr of the Mayor’s Court 
writes to Government ; The land paj'mastcr havirig represented to 
lire Mayor’s Court that your llonourable Board had objected to his 
plan for the propo-.cd alterations in the Town Hall, I am directed by 
the Court to acquaint y ou that such plan was duly considered and 
approved of by the Coui't before I was last commanded to address y'ou, 
and that the alterations thciem laid dowii arc such as the Court deem 
absolutely neee=.®ary for their accommodation and that of their officers. 

On the 18th February 1791 Govermnoiit observe: fir answer to the 
foregoing letter the iSlayoi’s Coirit must be rnformed that the 
sitiration of the Company'’& treasury will not permit of their author- 
isiiig* t’lu'tlicr alloia«lioiis to bo luiulo to the Court House than they 
liavo already empowered the land paymaster to execute.® 

At a Consultation of the 21'tlr Apiil 1737 the Board record : 
Eiicroachiiieiits having heeii made within the walls of the garrison by 
the native iiihabit.ints having built numerous houses which may ®^scu- 
tially lutevfcro ■witli the public works and be dctiimcnlal to the licaltli 
of the community, we think iC expedient to appoint a committee 
consisting of the laud paymaster, collcelor, and chief engineer 
who- must be clireeled to exaninie the several private buildings now 
can yin" on witliin llio town walls aiidicport how far they maybe 
preiudicial m these respects. The committee must also suspend the 
piogrcss of such buildings as they judge proper until they have com- 
pleted the said report.* 

In eoiiseiiueiico of tho Consultation of tbo 2'itli April 1787 the 
followiu" letter was addressed on the 7tli May 1787 to Mr. William 
Ardcii provisional collector, Mr FatnckCiaufurd Briicc, laiidiiaymastei 
and Majoi llobeit Nicbolsoii, chief engineer: The Honoiuable the 
Pic.'^ideut and Council liavmg noticed various eueroachments -witlnn the 
town wall by the erection of iiuraorous private buildings which they 
appiclieiid must bo dotrimonlal to the woilcs, as well as piojudicial to 
the licalth of the community', have judged expedient to aiipoint you a 
committee for investigating tliesc abuses, directing that you report to 
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thciii fully 1 uur '-onlimeni.-. (Iicicoiij ,i!i<l that in the intiuim joii put a 
nop to tlio pii'fjrc'-. of Mich hiiildin^''. noiv tairyiny on lu. you may 
think m.‘<,c.w.iri .* 

At a Co’i-nlt ainn, dalul tl'o 2Hli Aii^'iisC 17 o7, the Hoard re id the 
folluniin; Iell< 1 fimn tlie ihine to the Ilu'iiuinihle Jtau'nn 

Unit Hi.ddain 1] (pine, l'iC''di.iil .ii-d (ioi(.riioi in ('diiucil, dated 
Huiiib.i\ JKtAin^ii't 1757. In oU.dieiiee to join older cf tJ.e 7th 
M.'ij a|i]j(>intiiio in, ,i tonnnitli.e for iii'>[»t‘tni^ jirnate hiiddino-, ne 
luvu nude eniinnj’ eo'iti'rniii!' the \aiioU' Iniildiiioi now uvetiiiff hj' 
pinate peojile Milliiii the luun u ill. A\'e Jhid tlut the piopi letor* of 
till,' hiiii'-e-’ lion Ijinldni;^ h i\e hid peiiiin'ioii aieordiii;' to the uMial 
and tat.iljli-hed mode, ai.il th.it ihej' luie ieslni.t«.d tlKiii'elie^ Hilhin 
the Innit- of their ifioiiiid. ilitheitu in the aha'iice of an}' re-trittion 
ii.spi.etiiii' the heif'hl ot hoii'e-. the i,i.iiiiin.d extent of thm giouiid iu!> 
led iiiiiij of the id.iek iiih ihit.intd in then put of tlie town to raise 
their huuteir to •■o >'ie it litii'ht iniy lie injinioii'- to the hcalthinC'i 
ol the low 11 It ]in>likewit* been iinfoi lunate, boili fui the coulne^a 
and the .iii]ie.iianee ol the town, th it little attention 1 li> been ^iven to 
the buadth of the ‘•tieets, and to keeping them a-s much as poaijiblc 
btiaight culling e icli othei at light au>gli.!> To suddenly icmedy Ihcto 
incuin eiiientes luiglit he uppie-'itc to inanj' inili\iilual'> and would 
uceairion ii \cij' heat y u.\peii~e. Hut a uuio miLcht l>e elT('ctLd in the 
coiiiae u£ a niodeiate lime, t. itiiout mju-tieu ui much expense, by pioper 
legiilaliuiis ligidly adliuieil t<j ; Mine ni all well-iegiilated communities 
the cunt ciiieiicy ol an inditilual mu'!! gito ttat' to the pubhe good 
AV'e ttunld leoummeiid that the piiiicipal ^tleet within the lottuaud 
round the tvoiks -lioiild be eiilaiged to llftt'' feet in tvidth cleat of all 
projections. All iictv houses to be built at tlut di&laiice fioni tho-c 
imniediatLly opposite to them, oi fiom the walls of the town The 
cio=s btieels to bo euhiged to ttveiifcj'-litc feet, cleai of .til piojcctions, 
and the laues to lif teen feet. The pie^ent width of the ■«tieet tow aids 
the works n. coiifornuble to regulations of a tciy long stanthng 
ill the engiiieei'’b olhec On empiny we find tho«e legiilaliuiis lute 
been tcry stiictly attended to in euiiliniiig the newly erected buildings 
to the old site and limits of the giouud Aiiiitcriil altcintion would 
in course t.ake pl.ice fioin this time foiwaid, if tlicpioposed lecoinnieii- 
datiou legaiding the biculth of the stieets is adopted IVo w ould like- 
wise iccoinmeiul that all houses to be built in liitiuc m that p.ut of 
the town belonging to the bl.itk inhabitants, shall not bo rawed highei 
than thirty-two feet fioin the teireplem to the ea\Cs, that is two loot 
foi the height of the llooi and timty icet from the floor to the eates, 
which is about two Eiuopeaii sloiics The native inliahit.iiits not to be 
restiictcd in tlie luiinbci ot their stoi les pru\ ided their houses do not 
o.xeoed the abo\e height AVe sue ot opinion it would be buttei to 
rcguhite the hciglit othouEes belonging to the natne inliabitants rather 
fiom tliii timn Ironi tliu ihI^o-Llmiu^ bcctiubij then •'■roiiuil is o£tc*^ 
o.xtremcly uaiiow which obliges llioiu to increase the sue of then 
houses lu the depth. In this case tuiijiosing a house of sixty feet 


> Conimittco biulduiss Diaiy 177 of 1767-1703, 1 . 
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in depth and allowing for the proper and necessary slope of the 
loof, Iheie would icmani very little height for the wall not more 
than Biiflicient for one storey. This would ho ijaiticularly injmious 
to the more wc.ilthy part of the inhabitants, as likewise to the 
weavers whose houses letjuiio to bo of a gieat depth in Older to 
give a sufnciuut length foi tlieir wob« In our opinion tlio piojeetioiis 
of the shops in the ba/ar or piiiieixial street of the bhiek town, arc 
a 1 cry gieat iiuihancc and ought all to be iinmediatcly icmovcd, ns 
being positive eneioaehuients on the street, and leeeptacdcs for every 
hind of lilth and nastiness. In many parts of the town inhabited by 
the natives a veiy filthy practice is permitted of nccesbaiies opening 
into the streets. Tins in every icapect is highly offensive. These 
ncecssaiies, \\c should hope, will iinmcdiatl}' be ordcicd to be closed and 
nothing of the Idud admitted under a very severe penalty including 
iniprisoument and corpoial punishment to the lower classes of the 
inhabitants. Each householdor, we also think, should bo obliged to 
clean dail^' that pait of the street opposite his dwelling house and 
to carry the rubbish and filth to convenient places to bo fixed 
on for that inirpose in every stiect to be under the direction of 
the scavenger whose people and earts should attend daily to carry 
it off. Any householder allowing Iho dirt to remain m the 
street opjiosite his house should be fined. The admitting all kinds 
of goods to bo piled up on what is called the Green and in 
that area opposite to the Muiidvi we lilccwisc think is a nuisance and 
being allowed to extend indiseiiminatcly to all sorts of goods, may 
on some occasions bo pioduclivo of unhealthy consequences. In .all 
events it is a vciy gic.it iiiconvoniencc and eyesore allowing goods 
to be tosacd down anywhere at the oiition oi the proprietor. Wo 
should llieicfore recommend that the putting goods on the Green or 
on any other open aiea within the town, should bo icstiictcd to parti- 
cular kinds of specified goods j and that the inspcelion and coutiol of 
the business should be placed under such authority ns might effectual- 
ly prevent the inconvenience flora going beyond the limits allowed 
by Government. Wo have much rc.ason to imngmc that ni.any indi- 
viduals have encroached beyond the proper limits of their ground, and 
paiticiilarly those whose houses or compounds extend to Lancs and 
alleys. To detect such abuses clicctually it will he necessary to make 
a complete survey and meusuicmciit of .tho whole of the private pro- 
perty within the town. Tlijs at the same time might servo the good 
purpose of establishing the future intended iraprovemenls in tho town 
by ascertaining tho host and most advantageous direction for the 
streets and lanes. Wc would recommend .a heavy lino to be levied 
from every person who may have cncroached.^ind, if wanted for 
public pnirposes, the ground to be taken, or if IcLl with the possessor 
he in course to be charged with the customary ground icnt. 

Thioughout the whole town the streets are exceedingly in want of 
repair. Indeed the larger part have never even been formed. In 
consequence of this during the rains tho w.ator lodges upon them and 
makes them very dirty. Tlioso in that part of the town inlnabitcd by 
the natives arc in a dreadful situation, and particularly during the rainy 
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season m many parts they aio knee deep iu mud. This in course must 
become piitiid and bo e\ticmcly oiTcnsire and dctiimeutal to the 
iiealth of the inliabitaiits To icmedy tins effettually -would icqiuic 
arcrylicavj’ expenso, because it would be reccssary to foim sew'cis 
tluougliout the whole town to lead oif to the sea But much might 
bo icmcdicd by haring the sticets legulaily foimed with a pietty 
high ait-hj and wheie po-sible to gno them a slope for the water to - 
iiin o££. It w'lll be necessary likewise to giro them a good substantial 
foundation and cor cr them rrith shingle and sandstone lubbish, both of 
which ai tides aie in gicat abundance and at nogieat distance fiom 
the town. As considciable expense will be lequucd to cany this into 
cxeeution^ and it being a mattci solely for the bcnclit convenience and 
healthiness of the inhabitants, they ought in coiiisc to bear the buiden. 
The mode of taxation may be easily deteimined and could be norvaj-s 
diilicult to eolleet fium su iich a community ^ 

At a Consul tal ion, the 24th August 17 S7, the Board lecoid ■ We 
admit the pioijriot3’ of the mcasiucs iccommonded bj' the committee 
foi lemed^nng the inconrcuicuce iiointod out bj’ them and lor the 
geneial impiovement of the torvn Such pait of the legiilations as 
rvill not incur any expense to the Company must be earned into im- 
mediate execution, in paiticulav those rr Inch rr ill conduce to cleanliness. 
The necessary orders must be accoidiugly given to the olficois rvhose 
piorince it is to supcimtcnd and enforce the obscivance of these icgula- 
tions.® 

At their Consultation the 15th October 1799, Government read the 
follorving lettei from Messrs. James Andeison and William S.indrr-ith, 
attorney's to Colonel .Tones, dated Bomluy August 1799 • On the 
arrival in September 1798 of Su Wilh.im Syei, the first Recoider, our 
house rvas taken for his residence at the rate of Bs 2U0 a month. Sir 
Wilbanr desired the monthly bills might be drarvn out in hi.s'namc and 
that rve w'ould consider him and not the Comiiany as our tenant. This 
wish of Su’ ‘William rvas complied rvitlr until he intimated to us that he 
rvas about to eput the hou^e as his piirute ic-idcncc and that he lud 
obtamed j'oui consent to ictam it as a Torrm Hall We thoiefoie con- 
sider it as necessary that some otheud agicement sliould exist betrveon 
Government and us. You must bo very sensible, Su, that the liansfoim- 
ing a house flora a jiiivatc dr\ elling mto a place ot public yustice subjects 
it in a more than ordinary degree to every speeics of damage We 
therefore trust under such considciatious that the under-mentioned 
proposal rvill not bq deemed unreasonable. The leiib to be paid 
quaitcrlj' at Its 250 a month and the icpaiis on the piait of Govern- 
ment. That it be taken for not le'^s than three or more than five 
j'eais. That, on flie Company iclmipiishmg the tenancy, the house 
to be put by them into its ongmal state of clrvelliug house On this 
letter the Pic'-ident, Ilonoiuablc Jonathon Duuc.'ui, makes the follow- 
ing minute • Understanding that Su William Syci has m consequence 


* Pub. Diaiy 91 of 17S7, 704-707. Committee Buildiugs Diarr 177 of 17S7-1793, 
2. C. = Pub. Dnry 91 of 1787, 707 ■ 70S. 
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of my appliciition to him for that purpose made the £ollo\Ying‘ agice- 
mciit with Mr. Aiulcisou bubjoet to the latificatiou of Govcrnineut, 
I recommend that tlio same he approved accordingly, namely : That 
Government take the house for tliiee yeais at a late of l?s 2U0 a 
mouth and keep it in repair during the term, it liaving Leon lirst put 
into proper repair by the landloid Provided nevertheless that if Gov- 
ernment thoo'-.e to quit it hefoie the expiiation of tlic term of thiee 
yeans that the}' shall he at hhcity to do so giving three inonlhs notice 
of their intention :iud p.a}iug an additional icut of Jis, 50 a month 
for such time as they have lield it. Thai Goveinment at the end or 
other expiration of the said term slmli restoio the hoii^e to its oi ignial 
state at their exjiense except as to bueli of the altoiations that the 
landloids may choo-e to continue. The Jioaid concuning in the 
Prcbidout's recomiuoiidation, oideied an aiibwer to ho accoidiugly 
despatched in the teiiiis of his minute to Metsi.'*. Andori^on and Sand- 
nitVb appli(..itiou.^ 

The great lire of 1S03 in the north of the town gave an 
oppoituinty for introducing tliioughout the area affected a .system 
of widei and moie regular &tioett>. On the 2Glh ]\Iaieh ISOo Govcin- 
luent resolved to appoint a committee under the title of the Town Coni- 
nutlee to caivy out Govoiuinout iustiuetioiis logaidiiig the improve- 
ments to be made and to deleimuie the compensation that might he 
found iiccos''.iry in making such impiovemenls.' 

This committee winch was called tlio 'J’own Committee leeeivcd the 
following insLruelions : Upon due coiwideiatiou of the seveial sug- 
gestions from our own memhers it may iieiliaps become expedient to 
allow the native merelianls whose piemiscs have been burnt to build, 
in hen of those now deitroyed, warohoiiseo for the icceptiou under due 
precautions, of their goods .and counting houses in as far in lospeet 
to both these descuplions of stuietuies, as shall bo deemed consistent 
with a duo logaid to the security of the fort This seems at. the lirst 
glance to oppose this class of inhabitants Ijeing allowed to have their 
(Iwelliiig houses within tho walls. Objection is atso rightly taken to 
any of the projio-cd vvaioliou-.ea or odiecs being of more than two 
stones at the highest or otherwise covered than by terraces instead of 
the pitched roofs that have hitlici to prevailed It maybe hoped that 
you ivill bo able to euuvmco the nali> Os in question of tho unadvisablo- 
uess of their resitlmg in a garrison.eionded vvith lofty slrucfciucs filled 
with goods and merehandisc and intciscctud by such ‘narrow streets as 
existed bofoie tho late lire. And that from tho 9 onvietiou forced on 
their minds by the late b.id calamity, they will vnllingly concur in tho 
expediency of their dwelling houses and families being' without the fort 
where they ought to be seusiblo that under the advantage of our insular 
situation both vv ill bo m perfect soeiivity. The molivca J'or our iiichn- 
ing to admit any doi-'ciiptioii of llleir goods to bo lodged within tho 
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.iiul for tiiuir bein'? consequentl} induli?eil with cuuiitin^ hoiues 
udjoiiiiiu? un-e out oB nliat the papers non tuiibiiiitteil to }oii indnatc 
to be the loc.il uiicumatanui'a u£ the h.uijoar, wlieie that ^i-ut of it 
iiiiiiieiliatulj' opposite to the roititk.itions ia repie-oiiteil to Le the only 
eligible sixit fui the latliiig of ■^hipa p.iitieiil.uly diuing the monsoon. 
Tins point it uill be >our object iiill further to investigate siuco it 
vvuuld certainly prove above all things desuabic that eveiy mercantile 
house, especially of the natives, should be sitimtcd without the foit as 
is (.am]ilutely the e:L>-e at Calcutta and has vve undci stand lately bu'Dine 
ho .it Madias. Beloie any plan Ixs linally .idoptcd it is nLt.ess.irj that 
the light of posscsiiuii oi ])iopeitj' in tlie tmet laid vva-te bv the late 
contlagmtioii should be th-oroiighly asceit.vined. Towards assisting in 
this iiiquirj' j oil arc herewith iuinishcd with st.itcuients taken ficiii 
tliQ Collector’s leglstiy of the two desciiptions of giouud, namelj' 
public and ximato aifcctcd by this calaniitj'. To these sLitcments aie 
added rcniaiks iioni ^Ii*. Do tiuuaa a vvell'inforiiicd luitivc of this place. 
Wo aie pleased to find Mr. JIall, the Conijjaiij ’s attorney, does not 
deem it neee-.s.ii j' nltogethei to ac([uicsce in ^Ir. Do Sou/.a's conehisiuiis 
Ml Hall con«iidois that the part of the ground stjlcd ‘public’' was 
giv'on to the tenants not in puipctuity as iindei stood by !Mr. Dc Sou/a 
but merely as a permissive mdulgeuec to be resumed at will. Mr. 
Hall holds tiiat unless anj' of the jjublic or uupensioned tun.iuts can 
show leases from Government eoufiiring a siipciioi title, those distm« 
guished under the name ot pensioned piopiietois can alone claim 
comircnsatron iionr the lJonoui.ibIe Comiiany for anj’ ground winch it 
may bo deemed advisable to icoccupy.‘ 

Tbo following aie extracts from the record of the committee's 
proceedings and the correspondence between them and Govcrmneul 
In April (2did) ISUd the Town Coninuttce's Sccretaij- writes to the 
Seeietaiy to Govcininci'i ; I am diiccted bj' the Tow ii Committee to 
comimiuicatc tliioiigh j ou their icipicst to the Honoiiiable the Govcniui' 
in Council, that information in.ij' be alfoidud theiii what ground it 
will bo indispcusablj’ necessary to reserve between the rampart*? and 
the houses vvliicli maj' be cventuallj’ rebuilt within tlie g.iirisou I am 
fuilhei duccted to lequcst tliat the infonn.ition thus .ipplied for maj' 
be furmsliud with all praeticablc dcsp.ateb.’* 

In reply to the above on the 27th Apiil 1803 the Secrelarj’ to 
Govcinmcnt writes to the President of the Committee In aeknovv- 
Icdgmcnt of j'our Secrctaij''s letter, dated the 23id inst.iut, I am 
directed bj' the Governor m Council to intmitc that fortj' feet .'.hould be 
reserved between the ramparts and the houses, but whciover the present 
open space is greater, it is not to Lo n.ui'ovvcd " 

On the 25th Apiil 1303 the Committee write to Government ; We 
have now the honour to report to you the further piocceihngs of this 
committee upon lire important objects which you Ime been jileased to 


‘Bum Gof. Di-viy SCtli Mai. 1803, Pub Divry 172 of lSo.3 lITtl-'llrs 
I &inbay Town Committee’s Dury 183 of 1803, 321 Pul) bnry 173 of 1803, 1009 
'Bombay Town CominittLC's ©wry 183 of 1803, 262. Pub. Diary 173 of 1803, 1010. 
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refer to their consideration. In directing' their attention to the material 
question of any recommendation to your Honourable Board for allow, 
ing the native merchants to build within the foit, in lieu of their houses 
destroyed^ by the late calamity, it beCiiuie the first subiect of their 
investigation whetlicr and to what extent such an allowance was 
compatible with the safety and iirotedioii of the fort In order to 
ascertain this point the coinmittcc had recourse to tho highest military 
opinions to which they had access, as ivell as those of their own mem. 
bers, who were competent to decide upon it, u Inch w'cre uniformly 
favourable to tho allowance of building upon a prescribed and modified 
plan. Ilaving proceeded thus far the committee had recourse to tho 
instructions of your Ilonour.ible Board respecting the natuie and 
description of such intended buildings llcgarding this they observe 
that warehouses and counting houses iverealouein your contemplation, 
exclusive of dwelling houses, which j'ou coiiLuivod, a due regard to 
the security of tho furl, scorned at the first glance, to oppose. This 
you further eoiifirmed by suggCating tiiat it would certainly prove 
above all tliiuga desirable that every mercantile lioiiso espcLially of the 
natives should be situated without the fort as is eompletely the ease 
at Calcutta and has lately been enforced at Madias, fi’lie committee 
wcic full}' aw.iie of the jiisticc and piopriety of these ducctions of your 
Ilonouiablc Board as oiiginating fioiu tho unfuitunaie cause which 
occasioned your iutorferonce .lud the best and most jnobable piovontion 
of its roeurronco lu luturo. It w.is from these ideas that tlio liist 
obiect of the committee was directed to a separation of those ai tides 
of tiafllc within the fort from Avhich the giealesl, if not the only, danger 
was to be apprehended such as oil dunimar and glii usually imported 
into the Miindii. Jj'or this purpose it became a natural subject of 
enquiry if any otboi situation without the JFoit could be selected 
for the importation of theso articles wntli equal convenience to those 
engaged in the trallic and the safety and secun'y of the small vessels 
employed in it. This bec.ime further necessary if not indispensable 
fiom the I'ccoinmeiidation of the commanding olficer to shut up the 
passage of the Mt'mdvi for tho security of the gairi.son. Tho success 
of this investigation has been already reported to your Iloiiourable 
Boaid in pointing out a situation not only fully adequate to tho 
purpose but attended with many superior advantages to the future 
safety and encouragement of this bianch of trallic and to the coii- 
vcuiciicc and accomuiodation of those wdio are cinplo 3 ’’cd iii it. 
When this alteration in the destination of the trade takes place the 
committee entertain little doubt that the persons by ■whom it is 
conducted, who are very numerous, will bo anxious to change thoir 
residence in the fort to a .situation luoie contiguous to their trade 
without tho walls which will remove a considerable class of 
inliabitants who formerly contributed to crowd the tow’ii and whoso 
residence was the most dangerous to its safety. The committee 
having thus, as they conceived, accorded lyith tho suggestions of 
your Honourable Board in rciiioving the source of tho danger 
were induced to lisLoii to the urgent and anxious request of the 
native merchants to iccommciid to your Honourable Board their 
being allowed a residence for their families within the fort coniiect- 
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til with “•li'jr • f-r c Jiintui*' Injii i •• With thi , \ ii'v, tin y nplilied 

to Hroo'cc. to •ii-liiu !tt'’ :v |»I wi \.hi>’h ■.ItoiiM at tin- 

ttiiiu null'' til'-' it.'i •- •••nttiil |jj iiiL'ii'!' 1 I't tlio 'I lUitty prokc- 
ttuii <)1 lh<' foitioiithiui .1 uith im ri.Miitili vi>ii\< iiikI .i' <.ou>iito> 

tlatioii ii-> 'ot-'ll (L. .1 iltiu att.'iitiou Co tli>> limit itioii ol llii; in 

thuii' I'oim mtil ino^ht th** tit.u.i>hiii ion uinl Liitiilntioit oi* nil* 
tiuoitoli tlio 'til «.t» of tli.' pioj/oo il IjiiildiiiLr' Tbii pliiii has I'ucii 
accouhnyly I)K])ni‘t.il hy L*.i|it.iin limola v.hiili ml lia%e isMiminu<l 
witli till’ luoit iiiinuti* ..tt«‘ntioii iiml tii’-o iho Uk ity “i i.>.pr«.->)in^ 
nitf opinion lli.it it appi.n. to C'lmlriiu* lmi*} ii'i'iitl .iml ciliv 
iil'Cls .iiy iihji ct .ni'l iiitiit.lli' I’uii'iili'i.itin'i id \ottr Hoiioiirkihly 
Boaiil for iti iiltitiniti* .uloptiuii. C.ipt.iiii Uionhi Im* iici'oiiniiiiiii >1 
this plan wiilin t'nll and iitLUi,.to i!i -Liipiioii oi it* pait. .iml n 
statoiiiL'iit oi' till* i 4 --.oni iihuii iiiiliii i.li'I him in it-, pjrtii'iiliir foi- 
mucioii All till 4i.‘ v.ith ilm iilaii ito If ami ilriiMini'> anil ih^cCtion 
of lliii piopii'iil hull'-* » Ml h iM' tlio hitiiiiiir to .ulniiit to yoni 
inspection. Altlioiioli the Lommiiii ■■ i.iiciiillv ■'iti.iicil Mith tlm 
piopriLly nml L\p^<lii.iuy ci luliiptinif th.' plan 'ii'j^i’'tLtl hy C.ip- 
tnm BkkiUls tlmi* mlio ik'Uuiii uf tiiitillin>' ihu litUi iw m ell ns 
the spiiit of the tiistiuctiniw ot your Ilonoiii able nunul in rLConcil- 
iiig the nntivcs to tha piupo'n <1 au.iiii'rini'nt or at Itii-l in ^jlioM'iii'; 
every tlcgiLt' of nttcntion l>y con'iilimi' tlnin icspcetiiijj it. With 
this \icM’ they (hicctcil n iiifLtiii'4 to hn calhal of tin* mo'st ii’-pccl- 
nhlu of the ditreieni c.i'tci to m hoin the eomunULU piL»cntuu the 
diHerent plans ninl l.•\phlln•‘tl their oliject- When nltLi* tiiiich coii- 
sultntion nml convci.satiuu uinonit themselii s tin y ie(|iiL<iteil n I'cm’ 
(hiys tiiiio to consider tin’ plans moivt mntuiely to Mhieh the 
cominittee iis'enteil alloMiii^ tlicin to letiiiii the dimu'hti for tlmb 
purpose. At tliiii iie\t meeting the conimittee M’Cie .i^ain atUiukd 
liy the untiles Mho caiiiu piupnied M'ltli detailed o))|cetioiis to the 
plan pioposod l>y CipUin Uiouke., the mIioIc oii^iinitin", as it 
appeared to the cominictLe, fioin the uiixiliv they t.s'pitssLd to be 
pciiuittcd to iLhiiiUl their houses upon tiie ioriner oiuund Mhieh they 
represented m'ouM picieiit expeii-e inlnjiii^ new touiidatioiis. Mould 
save the nccessiby of nlteiing the public diniiia, irouhl piesuiie the 
ivclls attached to then tiuiuci house.., .iiul Mould obviate that con- 
fusion of piopcity M’liich M’ould 11r.cu1.1ll3' ensue fioiu adopting a 
now plan iiitersLctiu" the ■'lound of iinlii icfuals and occasion 
iiiiich tioiiblc 111 the ndjustiiieiit of claims nnd indeiiiuities. Besides 
these objections they complained that the ncM' plan M'ould depiiic 
them of a gieatp.ut of their foimi.i propei t}' and piiiticuliul}* b}' 
the proposed allowance of 60 feet from the lampaitsto the buildings 
round the fort. They uiged some lesser olyLetioim M'hich the com- 
mittee icinovcd nt the time. 

"WDro the committee to acquiesce in the foice ot these objec- 
tions by pcimittiiig n icoccupatioii of their foiiuci sites even uUhuiigh 
the btiects of tho toM'ii M'eie widened and the foiin of the 
houses limited, points M'hich were conceded by the natives cioii to 
a small diminution of their pai ticulnr grounds, they appichend it 
would bo deviating fiom the object of their institution and 
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inBtructioiis to adopt a mode of pi'cvcuting the I'ecuri'cucc of a Chapter 17* 
similar calamity, as the town would bo still ciow'ded with ■winding Fortifications 
and irregular streets totally incompatible with its protection and andBuiltoes. 
securitj’’ as a fortified place. When the objections themselves aio * 

met and considered they do not appear to merit that weight and the* F«t 
consequence which it is omlcavoured to attacli to them. Some 1803. ’ 

difficulties certainly must occur in the arrangement of a new plan 
of tliis nature and description j but these must give way to the 
superior and paramount consideration of the great object in view. 

As to the expense of digging a now foundation it has been found 
upon investigation not much to exceed Es. *100, which is no great 
addition to the value of a house of lls. dOOO or 7000. As 
although the altering the drains may be attended with some expense 
yet the operation is easy and practicable. The nriangcmcnt of 
the wells may be a matter of great difficulty but in many cases 
they may fall within the now plan and consequently retain 
tlieir use. The obvious confusion of property which a new system 
of lines must occasion, appears to be the most serious consideration. 

Still even tliis may be adjusted by ascertaining the quantity of 
ground withdrawn from indh idu.iK and granting them such com- 
pensation as their rights may entitle them to and in many cases an 
arrangement of such proper tj' may be made nith their neighbours 
■ upon ciiurtable principles of valuation wdvcrc the parties have a right 
to soil. As to the deprivation of property complained of there 
appears no solidity in the ohjectioii^ tire object of their wishes will 
be attained, n cuiafortable residence for their families, a shop for 
their business, and a more salubrious .situation than they formerly 
enjoyed. The objections to the quantity of ground round the ramparts 
must be inudmibsiblc m every point of view. Further it .shows the 
spirit in which all these objections are made of excluding every consi- 
deration other than private conveiiieiice and aecoimiioclatioii. The 
committee withgicat deference submit to the superior diseoriimcut of 
yourllonorablcljoaid this consideration iu answer to the objections of 
the natives how far the plan suggested ought to bo altered or afl'ected 
by tbciii. It may also be said that the proposed plan will exclude 
from the town many of the former inhabitants and that the iDOorcr 
soit cannot afford to build houses upon the now system. With respect 
to the exclusion of inhabitants the committee consider it a desirable 
object to be attained ns many of the previous inhabitants had no 
right to a residence in the fort. They had no business to transact 
aud were merely drones in the hive iiiterruptiug the business and 
pursuits of others. The change of the Mdiidvi will also withdraw 
a considerable number of petty traders who ivill find it to their 
iiitciestas wollas to be more coiivcnieiit to be near the scene of their 
traffic. Thus the accommodatious within the fort ■will be left to the 
more respectable aud ■wealthy mcrcbaiits who have the best claim 
to its protection. The poorer sort who may have ground which would 
entitle them to build can easily dispose of this property to others 
with much advantage and betake tlicnisch cs to another residence 
more suitable to their eireumstanccs and more convenient to their 
occupations which excludes every claim of compassion to this last 
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specie? of propiielor. The committee take the liberty of pointing 
out to your Honoin able Uoaid that bj' the plan of Captain lliool^es, 
agreeable to tlic biiggeation of the Coininander of the iorceSj a spot 
in the cciiUe of the piopu.>.cd buildmgii is laid down to be appio* 
priated to military pmpo->Ob At the ^aiiiu time the committee cannot 
help observing that if this luilitaiy space could be dispensed with 
it would tend to lelievc the Company in a considerable degiecfiom 
the probable dcumnds wliicli may be made upon thciii foi indemnities 
on account of those n hose pioperty may be thus applied. Before 
taking leave ot this sub|ecL the coiniuittee Iiope to be foigiven for 
submitting co yuiir Ilonomable Buaid that it appears to them tlicic 
Is a consideiable diilcicucc in the analog)' between Foit William 
of Calcutta and Foit St. Gcoige of ^Iiidias with this gairisou 
Tbc two foiincr are small in the coinpaiison and calculated merely 
for defence, while the extensive toitilicatious of Bombay and the 
consideiable area it contains appear moie ucail)' to icscinblc the 
various foi titled cities on the continent of Fin ope whcie the 
inhabitants ot civil uccuputions and i-un suits aic united and mixed 
•witli the tioops who aie appointed to defend them. The committee 
take the libeity of suggesting tins compaiison to account for 
their adopting an opinion in favour of lebuilding this place and 
paiticulailj* as it seems to meet the approbation of the Commanding 
Oflicei and fiuvilly to become mi object of lefeiencoby your Honour- 
able Boartl. 

The committee have adverted to that pait of the instructions of 
your Ilououiablo Jloaid lecommuiiding them to point out a spot foi the 
residence of the ii.itivcs beyond the boundaiics of tlio engineer's limits 
As the ollioi impoitant objects of youi lefeiencc Ime lutherto entucly 
engrossed the attention of the conunilteo tlicy mil not fail to enter 
upon tius lash subject at an eaily period of their futuic dchhciationb. 
With icspect to the compensations to be giantcd by the Hoiioiuable 
Company to such piopiietois as may be found entitled to them, 
paibiculaily iccommcnded to the consideration of the comnuttec by the 
4th paiagraph of the mstructioiis of yoiu- Ilonomable Buaid^ a case has 
been picp.ucd on the subject by ili Hall wbich they have dnected to 
be bud befoio the Company’s couuscl for his advice aaid opinion. 
When this IS obtained the committee mllliare tlichonoiu of submitting 
the whole to your Ilonomable Boaid.^ 

On the 29th *ApnI 1803 the Sccictaiy to Government mote to 
the Tomi Committee ' In acknowledgment of your Icttci dated. the 
2Dtli instant I am diicctcd to intimate that wlulst the Governor m 
Conned lias the utmost leasoii to he satisiicil with the zc.il and 
mciitorious exeitioiis displaj cd in the piogicss you liavc hitherto made 
in the discliaigc of the aidnous duty committed to you, and is also 
disposed to appiovo and sanction the plan now suggested for icbuilding 
that qiiaitcr of the town which nas the scene of the late conflagiation, 
he must, however anxious to acccleiatc so dcsiiahlc an object, postpone 


• Bombay Town Committee’s Duij 133 of 1303, 230-211. Pub Di-iri 173 of 1801, 
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the authorising its being commenced until ho shall have hcCorc him a 
general estimate at least o£ the expense likely to be entailed on the 
Honourable Company by its execution. Thib mubl, the Govoinor in 
Council IS sensible, have for its ground-work the opinion to be dchveied 
by the Compands coun>5cl on the case which Lis been bubmitted to him. 
On procuring this opinion your committee, applying the lightb tluib 
obtained to the extent and description o£ the ground now to be taken 
fiom the inhabitants, aie rcipiircd to draw up Cblimatcb of the amount 
of indemnifications which may be thciooii cLiimable from the Company. 
Fiist accoiding to the largest extent of the jiroiio-ed improvements, 
that is, allowing the width of 60 feet between the interior part of the 
works and the houses and for the complete dimciiMoub of the ccntiical 
place of arms as pioposed by Gciieial NicolL, and Secondly an estimate 
limiting the width of the commumcation between the mteiior jiart of 
the woiks and the houses to 40 feet and without any allowance fora 
ccntiical place of arms otherwise than may he alfoided by the brcadtJi 
of the principal street which is proposed to be of 40 feet.^ 

On the 2nd May 1803 the Town Committee wiole to Goveimncnt; 
We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your llonouuibic 
Boaid's commands, dated 27th and 29lli ullnnt), 'I’he appiobation 
which you have been pleased to convey of oiu conduct in the progicss 
of the duties hithoito pioceededon cannot fail to aninuitc oui tutmo 
exertions. Wo bog leave to tiausmit for the immediate perusal of 3 ’our 
Honouinblo Board copy of the ease and opinion of the Company's 
counsel alluded to m the last para of our letter of the 2.5th ultimo.® 
The estimate suggested b^' the letter of your Ilououiable Boaid 
re.specting compensations so far as it c-ui be at i)iebCiit piepaied has 
been undertaken by Captain Brookes and .cliall be haiideil up to }'our 
llonouiablc Board as soon as it is eompluiud. Iii the meantime 
the Committee wcio desirous to furnish the law opinion they liaie 
iccoivcd ascertaining the principlco upon wdiich tlus eompem-atioii may 
be adjusted.® 

The Committee’s diary of the 11th May 1803 has the following 
entry ; Captain Brookes Living deliveicd in to the committee the 
estimate respecting componsatioiib which lie fornierl}- undertook to 
prepare and wliich is alluded to in the last pai.-igi-aph of the committee's 
letter to Government of the 2nd instant, the samu is now icad and 
the Scciotary is oiilcvcd to i educe it to the form of a letter to be 
addiesscd to Governmeut winch is accoidiiigly done * 

At a Consultation of the 13th Maj- 1803 read the following letter® 
from the Towm Committee w'ifcli accompaniments, tlatcil llth Maj'’ 
1803 : In refeiencc to your Secretaiy’.s letter of the 2Dth April ami 
to the promise communicated in the last paragraph of our address 
of 2nd May w'o have now the honour to submit to j'our Iloiiourablo 


> BomUiy Town Comniittco’s Diary 2iiil May laO'J Vol, 1S3 of 1S03, 2C3 -2C0. I’nli. 
Diary 173 of 1803, 1 70S -1710. ’ 

* Foi tins case and tlio opinion wo Bomlsay 'J'owii ConimUtec's Diaiy 183 of 1803. 

» Bombay Toivu Comnuttco’s Di.iry 18J of 1803, 399 - 301 . I’uls. Di.iry 171 of 1803, 
1795.9(3 ‘ Bombay Tmvn Committeo’e Diary 183 of 1803, 328.- 

» Pub. Diary 174 of 1803, 1960 • 1973, Toivu Coiiiuiittoo’& Diaiy 183 of 1803, 328 ■ 333. 
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Cha^r IV. Board our sentiments upon the subject of couipeusation therein 

Fortifications alluded to. To facilitate the investigations of the committee it 

and Buildings. i\as thought dcsiinblc to asccitain the quantity of mound occupied 
Coniptusation the old sheets m that pait of the town iccentfy dcstioyed by 

for Iiiipro\uiucnti„ the file in order that by a coinpaiison with the quantity lequiicd 
1803. for the same purpose under the new plan we might be enabled to 

. judge if any and to what extent compensation for loss of ground 

w'ould bo neccssaiy. The present confused state ot the baz.ir 
londeicd it impossible to obtain any collect ineasuiement of the 
town. The committee theieforc have had lecouise to the most 
authentic document which is now extant, namely a survey of 
the place by the late Major Spaeth.^ Since this period few 
if any alterations have been made in the public sheets. These 
iiieasuiemeiits must ditler soincwiiat from the truth as we have 
110 better authority for the positions ot the lines marking the 
boundary ot the late calamity than a careful inspection altuids. 
The result is that of 102,393 square yards laid waste by the fire the 
old sheets uccupied 23,659. If the fiiopoacd design is adopted the 
new' sheets upon the same space will require 29,621 a sum 
exceeding the former by 965 square j'aids. These incasnrcmcuts 
relate merely to the space in mins. Theicfoic to rebuild that 
space upon the proposed plan does not appear likely to involve an 
expense w’oith much notice The extent for the proposed place of 
aims given by the officer commandei-iu-chief is 15,000 square yards 
and to etlect a clear space (JO feet ivide along the ramparts from 
tho Banian bastion to the Maiidvi, may leqaiic about 12,000 
square yards in addition to the deficiency of 965 abovementioued. 
Upon this view of the subject compeasatiou foi 27,965 square yards 
w ul bo w'aiiting and also for some houses w'hich must come dowm in order 
to cany into elfcet the suggestion of GO feet clear along the ramp.’iits. 

Towards the Bazar Gate 61 houses remain a list of winch wc have 
the honour to enclose ° These stand upon the asseEsoi''s books at the 


' Tho iccurd of this bai\cj is not available ItMjsnpiiaicutl 3 'iu.iilo some time attci 
17S0 (^cc aboic psgu 4&1) The hist rccordka older for i icgular saney of the island 
w.ib in 1773 to Liout Tumci and Mr IVitiDan a ladut (I’lib. jDiaiy 61 of 1773, 
jbS, 7CG ) Ko luLOtd of the e\ecatiou and results of that sun uy has bteii traoed 
- The details arc 

I/ouit. SeMQffiiuy lutrajis the Basat Gulc, loOl, 
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gross annual value of Es. !?5,155. Many of them are old on uhich 
account ton years’ purclia^e may peiliaps be a loasoiiable jn’ice for them, 
and this amounts to lls. 2,51,530 l-’roliabl}' one-half of llie'^e houses must 
come down to open a clear space of sixty feet :dong the woiks. Certain 
documents produced to the committee, supply an idea of the inaiket price 
of land mthm the gates. It may bo useful to aseoitain how much the 
price has risen above the oidiiiary value of eqiuilly good land in less 
fortunate situations.* 

We learn from these documents that some time in 1786 the Honour- 
able Company sold at public auction to Ilarjivan Siipat a building 
called the Old Court Douse situated in the Baziir Gate stieel together 
with the land on which it stood containing 909-,J'„ sejuare yards for 
Es. 22,600.® Some years later the plot of giound called the land pay 
ollico yard situated also uithiii the gates near to the King’s bariacks 
and containing about *1290 square yards w.*!* at a public sale bought m 
at Es. 02,000. The value of the Old Court House uot being on the books 
in the civil pay otlice, we can only offer a conjectuie as to the worth of 
the building which may bo a liberal one if taken at onc-fouith of the 
abovementioned purchase money, the other thiec-fourths or Es. 1G,9')0 
remaining for 909 s<iuave yards wliieh is Es. 18-2-52 the square yard. 
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1 Pub. Diary 17 1 of 18UJ, 1971. 

-The details .iru gi\eii iii a Icttci fioni IV. Cia^vfoid civil paym.istor to the 
fceorotary Town Committee, d.itcd 7th 3I.iy 1603. The s.ilc w.tj on the 21at Aiigiibt 
178G, tho buildiug la described iia the Old Town Hall and the .iica 8137^ squ.iip feet 
equal to 0O9A equ.iro yarda. Pub Diaiy 171 of 1803, 1975. See above pafjo *188. 
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The second examiilo the land 2iay office yaid though not more in point 
is moie intlun i each oi‘ examination. Tlie new shed on the south side 
o£ this giound now in charge of the commissary of stoics uas not then 
in existence All the other huildings upon it aie \eiy old and \eiy 
common. If theicfoie ivo'dedutt lis 2000 from the sum olfcicd on 
account of these old huildings Bs b0,000 mil lemuin as the price of 
‘1290 squaio yards of land that is Bs 13-G-98 the snuaie yaid. Ifow 
if for the sake of whole numbuis Bs be considered the medium u£ 
the above iiiiees, this ma3' perhaps not he vcij' mde of the market 
price of a siiuare j'aid of land within the foit in situations convenient 
ioi husine'S. Captain Biookc-> having been peisoiiallj* picsentmth the 
Collector at the pa}' office jaid sale, infoims us that after an inipioper 
iiilliience exeitcd h}' a luiticulai faniil}' had been couiitemctcd (and which 
for ncai'au hoiii had kc2>t the llist lot at Bs 4000) the sale was a fan 
competition of hiddcis and must theiLfoic be cousidcicd as a decisive 
ciiteiioii of the value of giouud sunilail}* situated that is of the 
market pi ice * 

The oiJiiiai}' annu.vl giound rent foi good land in Bombay without 
the gates neai the town is 11 les the t-quaie j'aid and a very handsome 
lent it lb, being 1,10 12b 9d. the acic counting the inpce at 2&. 6d. 
Ab in Bombay the established rate of interest cUffeis liCtlc fiom 0 jicr 
cent, land on account of its security may be fauly estimated iii 
oidiiuiy cases at fifteen }*eais’ 2*uiclusc. By this com^mtatiou 1 qi. 
(Jo les ‘.hoiild be the fan price of a square 3'aul in common cases 
wnthout the gates so long as iiionc}' can be boirovved on good security 
at 9 pul cent As it has been show ii above tluit lis 10 is near tlie 
maiket piico of a square jaid of land within the gates it follows that 
in favoui able ‘■ituations mtlun the gates the giow'ing competition foi 
an aitiele winch eanuot be increased Lis raised the m-irket piice 
o87d per cent abov'c its natural v'aluc If the above icasoiimgs are just 
and the caleulalioiib accuiatc vve must conclude that to le-build the 
space in luiiis ii^ion the jiio^ioacd plan leaving foi I}* feet clear along 
sudi iiaits ut the lani^iaitb as the late liie aiipiOtiched, may piobably 
cobt the Honourable Coiiniauy Bs 15, 1 10. To rebuild the s^ince in rums 
upon the piopoacil 2>Ian ic'suiv’ing .i jdacc of aims of given extent m 
such jiait tlicieof as m.vv' be thought piopei, and icaoinng also a clear 
solace sixt}’ ieot w idc along the lainiiaits horn llio Banian bastion to the 
Hctiidvi, the committee conceive, may involve the following expense : 

I’Utc uf ainia .. 113 2,10,000 

Ucmo\ al ul bouaLS , ,, 1,25,773 

.Sutj ickt cUar vlon ^ thu niiiiparts „ 2,07, 1 10 

Total K>. 5,73.215 

This lepoit being mad the Piesideiit delivers in a slatemcnl from 
Town Majoi Mi 'William Green, dated Bombay 13th Sfay 1803, 


1 Dkta’h oi tlm ' iIj uf tbe Co npa grbunil aiUi ited likti^kkii tliL I.ngioo Uousc 
siiil Km,; 'i II trrn 1 4 ;u1iji.cC to a ipiit r..iit oi lls 5 a jiar aiul iiiiuuiit [ajvble oni. 
moatli .iitki ililukr^ of tl'c b'lrouuU diuu tb.t the art i. van Fuld m four IoL> Loti 
loDbibji llLiUjifurHi Is.OM), Lot 2 to tbe t.vnu for Its lli.COU, Lot J to tins 
■siiiuforUj lO.OO'i , mil Lot 1 to ^ii^sr Kaison fi.rli:. tUjO. I’lib.lliat} 171ot ISOI, 
1070, 
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showing tliat the bicadth o£ the space left clcav for a communication 
between the Church and Apollo Gates, tliat is in such pail of the 
town as lemained unaiiccted by the late fiic, gives a medium bicadth 
of twenty-four to twenty- fi\o feet, while the like communication 
between the Church Gate and Bazar Gate aveiages not cj[uite twenty 
feet.^ 

After consideration at the same Consultation, Government determine 
to fis the future breadth of the communication along the works betiveen 
Chuich Gate and Bazilr Gate at forty feet that is at halfway between 
the present average breadth and the suggested width of sixty feet. 
This medium the Board lemark combiucs in the greatest possible degree 
a necessary attention to economy writh the requiiemcnts of pubhc 
utility. In our opinion, they continue, the difEerenec of twenty feet 
does not constitute a consideration ci[ual to the cx^iense of Rs 2,07,ii0 
■which the above iccoidcd able and clear ropoit fiom the town committee 
shows a sixty-foot bioad communication 'would cost. Besides by 
limiting the breadth to forty feet due icgard is shown to the sitiiatioiis 
of the late inhabitants who will thus be able to reoeciipy if not tho 
piccisc hmils from which tliey ■woio latel}' burnt out, yet each of them 
a nearly equivalent aiea ivithin the same protected space without 
incurring any expense of material moment to the Honourable Company. 

They add • The same combined motives piccliidc Ciovornmciit fi-oin 
allotting a place of arms within tho walls in the space known under 
the denomination of Bombay G lecu. The members of tho Boaid cannot 
think they should stand justified with their supciiors in adopting tins 
article of the propositions laid before them for the icbuilding of tlie 
Bazdi, especially as since the period of that suggestion, circumstances 
have admitted of their allotting for military purjioses, lu the spot called 
Mody's bay, a still more oxtciisive aica than that origmally proposed to 
be taken from the ground in the Baz.ir. 

As the lemoval of the remaining houses in the Bazar is estimated 
to cost 60 large a sum as its. 1,25,775, Government will not enter upon 
what must be undei taken at so licavy a charge wnthoiit tho consent of 
the Honourable the Court of Dircctois further than by determining 
that lu pioportion as those houses fall into decay aud require to be 
rebuilt, this shall not be admitted on any system other than one in 
strict consistence ■with tho plan which the Board have already sanetioued 
for the erection of the new' houses in that part of the Bu'zdr which lias 
been destioyed Copies of these icsolutions to be trausmitted to tho 
town committee ivith instructions to proceed to allot to each of the 
former pi op no tors of the houses in tho Bazilr lately consumed on the 
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/t details in foot lietwecn the Chui ch Gate and tho Apollo Gate are ; Church 
Gate 16, All Dofcou^as oJhce 3J, Fort of Caialicr 16, JIi Crawfoid’s house 56. 
General Nichol'b house 31, Hope Walk 30. and load by the Hope Walk 60. 

The detail's in feet between Chi'”-’- ■• ” ■ - - 

Comer by the Church Gate 
Ardesar Dddy's Ohuich 
Ilodgcb’ Baielin 
Ml. Giccn’b House 
Boniau Bastion 

Pub Diary 174 of 1803, 1976-77 
B 483—01 
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17tli Febluaiy last, tlat proportion of ground which will devolve to each 
of them on the piinciplcs of the picceuing lesolution^, icpoihng from 
time to time then progiess inclusive of the quotas of indcmmlication 
to which any of the said inhabitants may in their opimon have an 
equitable claim. OiduieJ that copy of the above lepoit by the toivn 
committee avith the pieceding lesolubons be forwaided to the Com t 
of iJiiectois by the oveiLmd despatch proceeding hence on the 15th 
instant for the Honouiable Couit^s infoinutiou as to the piogicss 
lutheito made towards rebmlding that pait of the Bazir consumed by 
the file on the 17th Fehruaiy 1803.^ 

Bombay Government Consnltation, 13th May 1833 • Read the 
following pioposals fiom the managcis of the theatie. The managuis 
of the theatre |undcisLaiidmg that Government aie much in want of 
room fur uHkes beg to submit to then consideiation the renting of the 
stage floor of the theatie to seiic for the town committee and for the 
Sadai Adalat oflice - More, the managers apprehend, could not bo 
accommodated ; and though Government lentcil it foimerly for Bs. 250 
monthly for the great and petty sessions use, yet being dcsiious 
chiefly to accommodate Govciument, they only icquiie Rs IbO 
monthly, being the actual charges attending the theatre. Government 
agree to the above proposal for one year certain, of which the 
departments £oi whose use the theatre is to he lenteJ, aie to be advised.® 

Ill lus Oriental Commerce published m 1813 Milbniu thus describes 
Bombay _ aijpaiently between 1803 and 1808 iVftor quoting the 
passage fiom P.iisuns, 1775 (given above at page 482), iiMilburn adds : 
Between the two maiinc gate's is the castle, called Bombay Castle, a 
legular quodiangle, well built of stiong Laid stone In one of tlie 
Lasbons is a laige tank orieservoii for water flhe foitiflcations aie 
numeious, paitieularly towaids the sea, and aie so w'ell constructed, 
the w'hole being encompassed by a broad and deep ditch, winch can bo 
flooded at iflcasuie, tliat it is now one of the strongest places the 
Company have in India Besides the Castle aie several fort*, and 
redoubts, tlic pimcipal of winch is MJhmi situated at the opposite 
extremity of the island, so that, piopcily garrisoned, Bombay may bid 
deflance to any force that con be brought against it. In the centre of 
the town is a laige open space, called the Green, which in the fine 
weather season, is covered with bales of cotton, and other mcichand'sc 
cutiicly unpiutected ; aiound the Gieen are m-any large well built and 
handsome houses ; the Govemmeut house, and the chnich, which is an 
extremely neat cominodious and airy building, are close to cadi otlior, 
on the left of tliu Chnrch Gate. On the right of the Church Gate is 


J Pub .rnty 171 of ISOS, 1977 • 19S1. 

* In 1B3U the iicoMncial Giurtof Civil Appeal at Surat was ahohihid and tut 
Chief Civil Cuiirt or SaJar Dtiaim .Idiifjjt was tran,fLrrL(l from lioaib ly tu Surat 
Itci!. V of 1S20. Ill the dame yvor the povver .md functions of the Cniiiiiidl Court 
of circuit and of .ipncal iveru iiniUd to lorin a Chief Criiiiiuol Court or HaJir 
taujtlan Aditlal and stationed at burnt, Jn 1S23 thi. Chn-f Civil and Criiuinil 
Court] were ag.iin rcnio.'i.d from burnt to Bombay. Bc". WI of 13eS Bonihaj* 
G-ucttccr. hurat, II UJ8. 

’ Boro. Go/. CoroiuUation I3th May 1803, Pub. Diary 174 of 1503, 19S1. 
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the Bazar, which is very crowded and populous, and whore the native 
merchants pnncijjally reside At its conimenccment stands the theatie, 
a neat liandsome structure This part of the town suffered much by 
a destructive fire wh:ch broke out in Pcbiuary 1803 and destroyed 
nearly three-fouiths of the Btlzar, together with the barracks custom- 
house and many other public buildings, and property of immense value 
belonging to the native merchants. Many houses in the neighbourhood 
of the Castle weie batteied down by the artillery, to stop the progress 
of the flames, and preserve the magazine, or in all probability the 
whole town would have been destroyed. Since the fire of 1803 this 
part of the town has been rebuilt, and the whole much improved, at a 
considerable expense to the Company.^ 
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* Milbum’a Oriental Commerce (1813), 1. 1G9 • 170. 
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THE SIDIS IN BOMBAY- 

Piax 2S2 yoTS 3. 

The Sidi councotion with Bombay lasted for about eighteen yeais from 
1672 to 1690. The details of these lelations from 1672 to 1G85 aio 
recorded by Ormo (Fiagmeutsi 3-110). In. October lCi'2, about twelve 
years after their appointment as IMoghal admirals, the Sidis undev Sidl 
.Tdtut entered Bombay harbour with the object of raA'nging Shiv.iji'3 
Kurlahs, that is the lands and villages of Panvcl. Pen, and Alibag. As 
President Aungicr refused to let them laud iu Bombay they withdiow to 
Jan]ira. They returned to Bombay on the24th December whore they were 
received with constiained civility and were allotted houses in the town of 
Mdzgaon. Sidilftikut proposed to thcPicsidout that they should join against 
Sbivaji, Aungier explained that a war with Sbiv.iji meant the stoppugo 
of all Bombay sapplies. Sidi Yakut admitted this diillcnlty and in 
January 1673 letiied to Surat. Though Sidi Yakut was friendly, hw 
people, ‘with insolence characteristic of Moors in the Moghal's sorsice,’ 
burnt several of the houses which had been allotted to them in jila/gaon. 
In May 1673 the Moghal and Sidi fleets anchoicd oil Bombay and 
required pcimisaion to winter (May-October) on the island. This 
permission Aungier accorded, neither because he was pleased to have the 
Sidis as guests nor because he was unable to dinvo them off, but because 
to refuse the fleet shelter would be to oniago tho Moghal Emperor and 
destroy English tiade at Surat, Eor this icason Aungier allowed tho 
four principal Moghal frigates to ho hauled ashore under tho shelter of 
Bombay Castle He refused to allow any Sidi boats to be hauled asboro 
or to permit any of tho crews to remain. On tho ictnrn of tho fair 
season (September 1673) the Sidis came to Bombay, toolc away tho 
Meghal frigates, and pillaged the B.atnigiri coasts. They returned on 
the 18th of October without message or warning and laid w’asto Pen and 
Ndgothna. Mr. Anugicr remonstrated to tho Sidi and the Governor of 
Surat. No argument availed and hir. Aungier had to rcstiainhis indig- 
nation from sinking tho Sidi’s ships when they insolently anchoicd 
nnder Bombay Castle On the 24th April 1674 driven in by a gale tho 
Sidi’s fleet^ anchored in the hai-bour. They wore ordered to Ic^e and 
refused. I'lom the sca-sido they sent a number of rowboats up tho 
Mdhim cicek, and, landing at Sion, drovo the people out of their houses 
mtendiug to stay till the monsoon was over. A frigate and part of tho 
Bombay garnson foiced them to leave. Their boats with 500 armed 
Sidis to laud at Mazgaon hut were beaten back by tho cannon 
from tho shore. It was agreed that 300 of tho Sidi’s men armed only 
with swords and under tho wwteh of tho Bombay garrison should bo oi 
shore at the same time Tho Sidis conducted themselves with nioro 
respect thanm their former sojournments. They sailed in tho beginnh ° 
of September and returned in Pebmary distressed with evoiy S aid 
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an invitation to Sumt and ho loft ivith all his vessels on April 8th. In 
July all thu Sidi’s ships ivhiuh hud been left in J.'injiia under Sidi K.isiin 
came to ISoinbuy to spaic tho piuvi'sions of tho J.injira gurrison. bidi 
Kdsim MILS luccivcd isith respect and took his abode at Mizgaoa ivLcrc 
tho larger vessels rode and the sumller vvctc haalud ashore. In the 
middle of August Sidi Ktisiiu left to help m the defunco of Junjira. 
At tho end ot April 1G77 bidi SuiiiUil und Sidi Kasim came together to 
Bombay from Jnnjii a. Sidi Kasim was giicn c[nartcis near tho-foit, 
apparently in tho original custom houso near tho piusont mint. Sambal, 
who was ordeicd to hand the cnminaiid to K.isiui, ptomiscd fiom day to 
dnj' to go to Smut but loiteicd till the monsoon sot in As it aa& then 
impossible to put to sea he took up his rLSidcnco, as usual, at Mlzgaon. 
At tho beginning of tho next fair se.ison (October 1C77) Sambal and 
Kasim (juuriellcd icgaiding tho terms of liaiidiiig over thu uoiiiuiaud. At 
last K/isim iwih dUO men m.aicLcd finm Ins cpiarturs near the Castlo and 
attacked S.iiubal and Lis .dOO at !M.'i/gaou. Tha reports of malcblocks 
and pistols apprised the C.istIo which dcLichcd the best of the gairi--ou. 
with the troop ul hoisc who fell indiscriminately on both sidiM until they 
had quelled tho not This was not ulTectcd till three horses of the tioop 
and Snmbal’s ow n liorso w ci u kille A ^iany woi e w oundud .lud some slam 
mostly by the sword Tho Council obliged tho tiro chiefs to send to tho 
ships all their men except a few mcaials, A watch was also allowed, 
over tho vessels hauled on the shoiu. In consequence of tho Connell’s 
mediation Sambal letiied. Kasim iiiiscd his flag as admiral of the two 
iluets, and lutt 'Bombay in thu begmmug of Nov ember. They ruturned 
in lato April (1678) having thiough tho govcinoi of Surat obtained 
Icavo to vviuter in Bombay. They hauled their smaller vessels ashoio 
atiU.lzguou and mooted the larger ones as close to the shoio as they 
could. Alany of tho men mado then dwelling in thu town and daily 
committed violuuco and lujuiics^ou tho Gentu inhabitants. Shiv.'i.ji 
planned a suhemo of crossing in boats fiom Pnnvcl and burning tho 
Sidi’s fleet. But during the- monsoon enough boats were not avadablu. 
He next asked Icuvo of the Portuguese to pass to Ha/gaon thiough 
Salsettc andhlaliim. Tho Portngucso distrusted Shivaji and forty aimed 
boats drawn up in the cteck befoic Tbana made tlio attempted piisnago im- 
possible. Sidi KAaim unable to pay hia men icmaincd in Bomb.iy bnrbunr 
till ncacthe close of the year. In August 1079 tho fortitjing of Kanheii 
by Shivaji and in January IGBOthc foitityiugof Henory by theSwli incicascd 
tho rividry and anxiety rcg.uiling Bombay hniboui. In 1080 Sidi 
Kasim sent some boats captured fiom thu JSIaiathas to be sold in Bombay. 
Tho Govoinmcut, who wcio^tlien in negoti.ition with Shivap, foibade tho 
sale. So the Sidi passed along the south of the harbour and lavagcd Pun. 
On tho 28th April IGSO Sidi Kasim sent some of his smallci ships to 
winter at M.izgaon. On tho stieiigth of a icccnt pioolamation at Smut 
which had made Europeans hablo to the sumo customs duties as Hindus 
the SidiB tieated tho people of Hazgaon as thoir biib 3 ccts and brought 
captives from the Kuiluhs to sell in tho ^lazgaon maikut. On the 1th of 
May some Sidis brought coutiaband goods into the market which lud to 
a light. Next day (May 5th) Sidi Kisim came into the harfaonr with tho 
main body of Ins fleet Without compliment or w.immg ho anchored off 
the fort. Guns wore fired on him and anngicemcnt was concluded under 
which ho was allowed to icmain in Bombay harbour during tho winter 
provided ho did not plunder the Knrlahs On the Ist of August Sidi 
Ktsim niopared to signalise a successful attack on Keneiy by lixmg 
eighty Mai atha- heads on poles along thoMazgaon shoic 'Ihis form of 
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rejoicing the CounciL Inicrrlicted. Sidi Kiisim remained nt Mdzgaon till 
the ti2iid December 'wliuu lie btarted to plunder down the coasc. He 
leturncd in tlio end of April QGSl) and sailed for Surat on llio 3rd 
TMay leaving six galivats and 300 ini-n at ^l.i/gaon. During the breaks 
in the nioiiboon the Sidi boats IVdUi Uiidcri at Licked several Bombay 
boats crossing for supplies to • the Nagotbna creek. The Bombay 
Government appealed for rediess to Surat and the Sidis lemaiucd 
quiet till October. Then K.Uiin vctuincd with his Ueet from Surat to 
Bombay harbour and setting aside bis orders from Suiat, detained a 
Bombay boat that carried his own pass. Suli Kusiiii, says Oiine, n as 
all this while allowed to occupy the town of Mazgaon aud to make every 
use of the port AVithout control, bcc<iuso the concern of lading the Com- 
pany’s ships at Surat precluded any elleutual opposition to his cuormitics 
which this forbearance increased. 

On the 12th April 1GS2, after guarding Janjha fioin the Maratlnis, Sidi 
Kasim c.imc into Bombay harbour wlieic the Englisli Council at Suiat, 
luoic afraid of the ^loglial than of Sainbliaji, hadouleied their admiltance. 
During the snatches of fair W’cathcr in the lauis the Sidis and ^lai ath.is 
fought at Kilnhcii and at the moutli of the N.igothna creek, lu a light on 
the util October between Sidi Kasim and Sidi Misri, wdio had joined the 
Muiathas, Sidi Kasim won and bi ought back four prizes and Sidi Misri a 
piisoner. As Sidi Misri was mortally wounded rhu Bombay Council allowed 
him to belauded but lefused pei nusHion to any one else Jn November 
1082, befoio a Moghal fleet oxjiectod fioin Suiat could an ive, Sumbh.iji 
ordeied his admiral Daulat Kh.iii to attack tliu Sidis in Bombay. Tlie 
inilitia wore drawn out to resist the Maratha attack when an ambassador 
ai rived troiii Sambh/iji c.\plainiiig that Aurangzeb’s licet had oideis to take 
lionibay fiomthe English aud Bassein and Daman from tho Poitugucse. 
Sambhaji pioposed an alliance on condition tiie Bombay Govcinmcnt 
would lofuse both the Sidi and the Moglial access to Bombay liarbour. 
Meanw’hile the 8idi knowing the ariival of the Moglials w'ould piove tho 
end of his harvest, plundered Fen and on tho 23th November in spite of 
the Couiied’s expostulation biought '2(J0 prisoners to Mazgaon. On the siime 
day (2Sth November) tbe Mughal Ueet sailed into the liaibour without tho 
compliment of notice. They lauded 3000 trained Moors at ]\Ia/g.ioii who 
horo themselves with such iiisolciieo that a stiaiiger would have uelieved 
tho whole island belonged to them. The English, who seemed to hold 
their Castle on sulfei.incc, were obliged to w'ateb its gates against treachery 
and surprise. After the cold w’eathei ^ilundcruig cruise in March 1633 tho 
Sidi and Moglial fleets icturned to Bombay and on tho 30tli March tho 
!Moghal llccb wus recalled to Surat. Tho Sidis icmaiiied at Mazgaon more 
insolent than over. In tho Mazgaon market lu May two unanned soldiers 
of tho Bombay garrison were cut down by two of tho Sidi’s Patliaiis. 
The Sidi sent the murdeier piivately to Surat. The Bombay Council 
took a strange form of oxpiessing thoir annoyance. In Julj a oiazy 
Councillor and a ncivly ai rived ship captain heated with wine boarded the 
ship on which Sidi Kasim had liis quarters.^ They used abusive language 
and the captain diew liis sword. They woie ovei powered and sent back 
in tlicir boat. No sooner was he on board than tlio captain Gred a broadsido 
into the SiJi fortunately ilomg little injury.except in S.urat wdiere on learning 
the new's the mob crowded tho streets -claiming veiigeaiice on the English. 
Tho Sidi’s Geet, w'lio as usual had. to wait for funds fiom Surat, did not 
leave Bombay till the end of October. On the 2lBt (November) tho 
Moglial Goet arrived fiom Surat tq oveiawo Bombay and Sambhilji’s Geet. 
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Appendix I During tho Bombay lebellion (Decembci 1GR3 to Drccmber lG8:t) tho 
The iiDis ijT stioug government of Keig’vin foibacle the Sidi’s gah\ats to continur at 

Bomdvv ' Aliizgaon oi to come tlieie toi any pui pose than to gee natcr. In consc- 

1G72-1G90. quence in the beginning of Apiil lo8± they rotiied to b'uiat. Duiing 
the nevt cold weafchci, up to Novomhor when the 7 suiicndmed the foit 
and I'sland to Sir Thomas tirantliam, tho lehuls without yielding to them 
kept on fair teims nith the Sidis who had lately letuiiied fioiii Suiat 
Keigw'in liad to watcli against i>uipiisc tiom Sambhaji as well as from tho 
Sidi, for both of them would have given much to captuic the island. 

Bucw’ceii IGSa and 1GS3 no lefeience has been ti.icud.to the Sidis in 
Bombay Early iii 1GS9, on the ruptuie with the Moghals, which formed 
pait of Sir John Child's ambitious scheme for iiicieasing tho power of the 
English, boats fiom Bombay captured scveial ot the Sidi's vessels which 
vveie caiiying provisions to the Mughal army at Danda ilajpuii Of the 
result of this act of aggiession the interloper Captain Hamilton has left the 
follow ing pi obably not unbiassed iceuuiit* When (IGSO) the nows came 
to Sidi Y.lkut that his Geet with his provisions of com and cloth were seized 
and earned to Bombay he sent a civil letter to our General to dischnige 
his licet protesting that a-> he had not mrddled in the atf.iiis between tho 
Geneial .ind the Suiateis he w'onld continue neutar unless he vv.is fotccil to 
do otheiwise Butoui Geneial gave him an insolent answei and the fleet 
was unladed at Bombay Sidi Yakut sunt .vgaiu in fair tcims to desiro 
the delivery of his fleet, otherwise he would be obliged to come w'lth Ins 
aimy and qu'irter on Bumkiy where his piovisions weie detained. Ho 
thieatciied that ifhisilecc w.isnotset at libeity befoie tho 11th Febrnsry, 
whiuh was near at hand, hu would ceitamly be on Bombay by the lUh 
As ho still icceived uncivil .vnsweis hu jieifoimcj his pioiiiise to a tittle, 
for that very night ho Lmded at a pKicc called Bouieu (Sewn), about 
four miles distant fiom the mam fort, with 20,000 men at his back. 
Our Genoial’s seem ily had made him neglect piovidiiig for receiving 
such guests, tiusling to tho leputation ot his iuiccs who wero gieater . 
then than ever they had been bufoic or ever were since that time And 
he had small ship-, enough, h.id they been at.itioned in proper places, 
that might ceitamly have hindei ed the Sidi binding and loiced him homo 
again. Bat all those neuussaiy picparations weie neglected and the Sidi 
landed at midnight The redoubt wheic he biudcd iired a gicat gnn 
to give the alai in and so deserted then post and the Sidi took possession 
of it At ono in the morning the Casile iiicd tbice guns to giv^e tliu 
geneial abvrni which bionght such tear on thoso tbat lived sccuiely in 
their houses without the Castle that the poor ladies both white and black 
ran half naked to the foit and only c.uricd their childien with them, 
but they weio all obliged to wait without tho w.dl till daylight leheved 
them. Next morning the Sidi marched to Mazgaon, a smalt fort of 
fonrti cn guns and about a random shot distant from tho Castle. On the 
enemy’s appioaeh, that foit, though situ itcd on a point of locks whore 
tho sea defended thrc^^quaiteis of it, w.is also desciied in sneh piecipit mey 
that eight or ten chests of tieasmo which geneially contain 1000 pounds 
each and four chests uf new arms weie lett behind The seamen th.it 
weie sent in boats to bring them oir,' pioffercd to c.iiiy thorn along with 
them, but the Commanding Oliicer thought tho seamen not fit to bo 
trusted with money and arms and so the chests wuic left for a picsent to 
Sidi Yakut with fourteen cannon, two mortals, and somo powder shot 
and shells Why that treasure and those aims and ammumtion wcio 
deposited lu Mazgaon few could account for, and the leasons wiiy they 
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were left to tbo enemy were as wonderful. It was plain that the old 
way of fishing in troubled waters was known at Bombay and the officer 
was never called to account for his oversight, Sidi Takut finding no 
opposition sent a party of men towards Mahim to plunder the poor peasants 
and to take that fort which he thought might bo deserted as the rest bad 
been. Nor was he in the least out in his conjecture for the g-irrison had 
embarked in boats and coma by sea to Bombay boforo they saw an 
cnouiy. The Sidi taking possession of Ma^gaon hoisted liLs flag there 
.and made it his head-quarters. The following day some of the enemy 
.appeared on the Mazgaon hills which grieved oui* General’s righteous soul 
to hco infidels come so near him in an hoatilc manner. Ho called a minion 
of his own, one Captain Poan, who was no better soldier than himself, 
and ordored him to take two compames, each containing about seventy 
men and march to those hilly and drive the enemy out of his sight. Ho 
also ordered to be Pean’s lieutenant one Monro who had been a soldier 
at Tangier and received a wound in his heel that spoiled his rmiiiing. 
Accordingly they marched in good order ivithin shot of tho enemy who 
showed their heads above the surface of the hill, but did not offer to 
advance or expose their bodies Several gentlemen volunteers took tlieir 
arms and accoinp.uiicd the little army. Lieutenant Monro advised the 
Captain to niaich up the hill in platoons to separate the enemy’s forces. 
Tho Captain took it as an affront to be advised Ho said to his lieutenant • 
"When you have tlvc command in your own hands yon may use it as you 
think fit. As it is now entrusted to mo 1 will nso it according to my 
own mind. So he ordered his men to spread as much as they could and 
when tliey taw the oiioi ly open in the plain to discharge all at once 
amongsii them which ho said would terrify them. Monro opposed Pesn’s 
schcuio and told him of tho danger he would bring himself and thorn 
into, if tho enemy should attack them whilst their arms were reloading. 
Nothing could dissuade Pcan from his project and so lio commanded hia 
men to tire as lie directed. The Sidis being ten to one in numbcis and 
bettor runners than our men, and also bettor acquainted ivith close 
fighting with sword and target, took hold of the opportunity and advanced 
with all their speed. This the Captain porceiviiig betook himself to his 
heels and was tho foremost man to tho Portuguese church where he took 
courage to look behind him to see what was become of his men. Poor 
Monro thinking to stop the enemy's career by a part of the wing that he 
uommanded, fuuud himself deserted by all hat thirteen or fourteen stout 
fellows who were soon surionnded by the enemy and cut to pieces. Penn 
had not stopt at tho Portuguese chuich had ho nob found a party of 
100 men that lay there ready bo support or receive him .as his case should 
reqaire. He was a fellow us well maclo for running as any lever saw 
and -was so much in tho General’s favour that he had not so nmeh as a 
icprimand for his cowaidice and misbchavionr. This relation I had from 
a gentleman volunteer who kept always near tho Captain while he could 
koei> pace ivith him. Ajid noiv tho Sidi being mastm'of tho ivhole island 
cx.copt the Castle and about half a mile to the southward of tho Castle, 
ho raised kitteiics on Dongri hill which overlooked the fort wall iiud 
disturbed tho garrison very much. Then the Sidi put four gicat guns 
in the custom house commonly called tho India House and raised a 
battery at the Moody’s house within 200 paces of tho Port, and another 
111 the Lady’s house that the General had been so unkind to, so that it 
was dangerous to go out or m .it tho Castle gate till wo got up an half 
muon butoro it. All men were then pi eased into the Company's 66r vice, 
and I aiiioiigsL the icsi. "Wo paa&cd tho months fiom April to September 
u lS3-bo 
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\ urj ill, for pi ovitions f'rcu* hcarcu by tlio ndililion of .'iOOO SliiviIji-> lliat 
Huro employ L'd lid auxiliaiics lu tliu inilitiiry scivico of tlio Cooipimy- 
^Vllun llio iviiitor iiioiitlis iioio oici, nt Suplciiibut i>u ivi'iit to --ca Mitli 
our aiiiiill bbip-i to uiuizo on tbu Mo;'biir-> bubjccta uucl bad prutty good 
aucL'c, id. 

Tbo ill baccL-sq \io had iishoiu with tho cnomy made oiir General sick. 
In Ucccinbur ho doip.ittliud tiiu fiicturd to the ^lugh.il’a court with a 
Surat inci chant called Mir Mczaniic. In January General Child dud 
winch much facilitated tho Ambassador’s alTaiid at tho Moghal eouit 
AVhilo anew cbartui na-> picpariiig, the Subs wliu urJured to forbi.ar 
huitilitics and aa tho Hngtiblv had the same uidcid, freciuciic Mbits p-.e-aid 
bctweun tho Sulia and the Kniopcans. ^Vllcn tho ■phituidn waaieady 
and tho iC([Uirod security gncii, bidi Yakub lelt lioiahay the Sth iliiiiu 
IU'JO. Hut ho left behind bun a jiestilence wliieli iii four mouths’ time 
destioycd more men th.in tho war luid dono and loi ]oy made a m.ilieiuud 
Loiiilie of Lib Lead'ijuartoid, Mazguon Foit ^ 


> Uiiiniltou b Kew ALLOunt uf the IuJilj (1711.), 1. --U 
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' HARBOUR, DOCKS, SHIPS, AND LIGHT-HOUSES. 


Afi’Kb its transfei' to tho English tho earliest avaiUihlo reference to 
Bombay llarbour is by the Dutch traveller Buldmus, who, in ICGG, 
dcsciibcs it as a fine large port where one can he safe from all winds. 
Tbe depth he gives as si.'l fathoms at high water and four fathoms at low 
water.^ 

In 16G8 in tho first despatch after the transfer of the island to the 
Honourable Company, orders wore issued for making a harbour with 
docks, and for stationing at Bombay unarmed vessel of about 180 tons 
for tho protection of the island and of its trade.- 

In January 1G73 tbe French traveller Dellon wrote : At tho entrance 
of the port of Bombay lies a rook which stretching a milo deep into tho 
sea makes this pa'isagc very dangerous. For this reason wo sent for 
some pilots who took us safely on the 12th into that harbour which is 
one of the safest m the world provided you are well acquainted with tho 
situation of tho place to avoid the rocks.® 

In 17o0 Grose (Voyage, I. 29) writes : Bombay harbour is spacious 
enough to contain any number of ships. It has excellent anchoring 
ground. And by its circular position can aftoed them a land-locked 
bholtcr against any winds to which the mouth of it is exposed. It is 
also admirahly situated for a centre of dominion and commerce, xvith 
respect to the Malab.lv Coast, tho Gulf of Persia, tho Red Sea and tbn 
whole trade of that side of the Groat Indian Peninsula and northern p.irls 
adjoining to it, to the Government of which Piesidoncy they are very 
pi’operly subordinated. 

Between 17(iG and 1770 Foi-bes (Oriental Memoirs, I. 21-33) writes : 
The harbour is one of the finest in tbe world, accessible at all seasons and 
ufioi’ding a sate anchorage during tho tempestuous monsoons, The 
mci'chauts carry on a trade with all piiucipal sea ports and interior cities 
of tlio peninsula of India and extend tbuir commerce to the Porsian and 
Aiabian Gulfs, the Coast of A£ric.i,, Malacca, China, and tho eastern 
islands. Ag.nii, he says (Or. Mem 1.151-152)1 Bombay harbour is 
large and sccuic from the storms and hurricanes which are very frequent 
and desti active at Surat har and on tho Malabar Coast 

About 1775 Parsons (Travels ii/.Asiu and America, 214-215) writes: 
Bombay was firot called so by the Portuguese, 'literally in English, Good 
Bay, winch it is m all respects, being so\vory capacious as to be capable of 
receiving any number of ships of any size or.draft'of water with room 
Bulficient to moor clear of each other in safetj'.- 
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^BalG.cna il.ilab.ir .mi Cloionianiel Co.ist, Amstoiiam, 1073, page G5. 

= Brace’s Annals, II. 1 1 o 

'• Jomn.ll Bum. Br Eoj.ilAs Soc. Vol XVIL-Pt. II 51. Tina mik-loii-; look la 
Col.il)! Coniiii'^ iiom the noith Delliiu’a sUiu'-viouldbo tcniptcil to put iiitj Back 
B.ij .Hill 1)0 wieckul on the leufa, ' 
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[n 17SG-87 Franokhn (Pinkerton’s Voyages, IX. 232) speaks of Bombay 
as a splendid baibour 

Fiom tbcir liiafc connection tvith the island the -niclo ran^c of its tides 
iiiijnesscd the English with, the snitAbluness of IJoinbay liaibouv as a 
place for Docks. In August and September IOCS, despatoheo fioin the 
Couit of Diiectois in London and fiom Goieinor Gciald Auugier in 
Dombay crossed each othci, cnfoicing the advantages of a mole and ihy 
dock for Bombay ,1 

In 1070, the Court of Diieotors ordcied the making of docks and sent 
to Bombay Warwick Pett, one of the Pett tamily of famous ship- 
buildeis, to constiuct two vessels for the defence of the island and 
to instruct the natives in the ait of ship-bnilding Nothing seems to 
have come of this fiist attempt 

In 1086 the distinguished sailor Sir John Wyboine, Deputy Goiciiior 
of Bombay, suggested the bmlding of a dry dock . AH ships, he wiitcs, 
in these seas when they know of a dock where they can lie securely 
will come to clean and repair. Sad there been a dock the ship Ffalcon 
had not left her bones hcie. We can only say it will bo a necessary 
piodtablc work when done. 

In their Bombay despatch for 1083-90 the Conrt of Dircoloi's ordeicd 
the Honourable Bartholomew Hams, Governor of Bombay (1690-1091), 
to comideto a dry dock in Bombay, that it might become a safe reticat 
to English shipping Largo quantities of iron woi k iveie sent for building 
.lud lepaiiing vessels. But in those the darkest of dark ond-of-centuiy 
days notliing was done. 

Between 1701 and 1707, under Sir Nicholas Waite, the ‘wictohed 
niiaiigcincnts ’ hitherto deemed sulEcieut for repaiimg ships aie said to 
have been somewhat improved. 

In 17.35, with the help of Mr. Dudley Master Attendant, and of 
L.av]i Nasarv.inp the f.imons ParA Shi]>bnildei' oi Wadia fioin Suiat, 
Govciiimcnt started a ship-baildiug yaid at Botnbiy. 

Till 17-18 the only dry dock was a mud basin in and out of which the 
tide floncd at will. This mud basin was probably pietty near the eentic 
of the xncsent Govciiimcnt Dockyard. On the 3rd Jannaiy 1748, when 
the Iloiionrable William Wake was Goieinor, the following resolution 
was lecordcd . Consideiing that a diy dock .at this place c.ipablo of 
leruiviiig a ship of 50 guns (that is of abuut 500 tens) would bo 
•‘Kliemely useful for cleaning oi lopaiiiug ships belonging to the IJonoui- 
able Company or to piitaie tiadeta, and thereby bung many advantages 
to the island, particulaily in respect to trade and most bianclica of the 
lutcnuc, the charge of which, by computation would not etccud Its 3000, 
and which w'ould be soon rcimbnised by collecting .a duty (nob yet agieed 
upon) on all ships that make use of it Of all which the Board being 
very sensible, and likewise well assured tbcic are many piivate pmsous 
who would g.adly take it on thcmselt es for the advantage, it is agieed 
that the same be undci taken on the Hononi'ahle Company s accuuut, 
hollowing money of the Bank for the amount for which a distinct liead 
is to he kept on the Geneial Books. Diicctcd, therefore, that such 


'In lbG3 Ciuco notici!', (Annals, n 220) The first despatch after this transfei of 

Bomhaj to thu Company coatiiiit «l urdcia for making a h irliour w itli docks Ju 
same jear lOOS (lu another place, page 24 lb he adds A mole and dry docK are 



MaterialsO 




AND ISLAND. 517 

timTjer andplanlcs as may te wanted for tlio gates of tho dock bo indented 
for to TeUicbervy. 

Apparently tho sito of the mud basin was chosen for tho new dock. 
The work was pushed so biiskly that on tho 3rd ot duly 1/50 this entry 
appeals The dry dock oidered to bo set about at the Presidency 
being iiinshed, tho rates to bo piiid for all ships and vessels thao go into 
it al-c now settled, namely its. 150 for tho fust spring and Ks. 100 for 
every spring they remain in afterwards. 

On the 23rd January 1751, when tho Honoui-able R. Bourchicr was 
Governor, it was -judged if tho heads of tho dry dock w ero carried a 
little further out, it would not only bo moio conimodioim, but by moans 
of the tides carrying off the tilth which at present settles in it, and as 
the ^amc may be done for a small expense, it is agreed that it be set 
about and finished as speedily as possible. This 1750 dock is tho Upper 
Old Bombay Dock, 209 feet long 47 feet broad and 15 feet deep. It 
forma the inmost or westmost section of the southern of the two lines of 
docks which lie parallel to each other, about north-cast and south-w'cst 
near the centre of the Government Dockj'atd. 

This Dock proved so great a success that in 1754 tho Superintendent 
of iirariue suggested the building of a second dock outside of and in the 
same line as the 1730 dock. In 1756, while tho woik was in piogress. 
Captain Pearce of the ship Edijecole, asked that tho dam in front of the 
dock might be biokcn and his ship bo allowed to pass in. On Capcaiu 
Pearce agreeing to pay the expenses of pulling down tho dam and any 
oKtriioidnuiry expense Government might bo put to for want thereof 
till the dock gates were fixed, his ship was allowed to enter. Captain 
Pciirce’a bill, which ho afterwards tried to repadiatc, was lls. 681-1-09,^ 

111 17C2, on the 10th and 11th June, Admiral Coi'nish wrote from 
Trincomalce nrging tho uomplution of tho outer dock before the return of 
the scpiadron. The dock was of the utmost jconscqnenco. It ivas the only 
means ot preserving the two capital ships of tbc squadron. On tho 21st 
July 1762 the Honouiable Charles Cromradin being Governor, tho Board 
resolved : ‘ The outer dock has been carrying on as fast as tbo tides 
. -would admit of ivorking npon evor since the Admiral recommended its 
being completed and not a moment’s time will be lost in hmshing it.’ 
This dock, which seems to have been completed before tho close of 1762, 
and still shows signs of somewhat rough and hurried workmanship, is 
the Middle Old Bombay dock, 183 ±ect long 51 broad and 20 deep. 
The cost of this dock is said to havo been Us. 12,000. Outside of tins 
secuiid dock and lu the same lino a third dock seems to have been 
almost at once started. 

On tbo 23i’d July 1705, when the Honourable Charles Crommelin was 
Governor, the following entiy of rare obcerfulncss occuis ■ ‘ Our tieasnry 
being now pietty strong and tbo third dry dock nearly completed, the 
same is ordered to be continued and finished as soon as possible.' This 
is the Lower Old Bombay Dock, 256 feet long 51 broad'^ijd 20 deep. 

Per tho next forty years this lino of three docks, one within the other, 
was the boast of Bombay and the wonder of tra-vcllers. JSven tho single 
original dock astonished Grose in 1750 an'd Ives in 1751. In 1763 
hcfuie the third dock -was finished, tho German traveller Niebuhr wrote : 
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Appendix II. ‘ Among tbc large numljci* of good niTangumcnts made by the linglish' 

Docks ‘ Bombay for tiade and shipping the dock is much the most coiisideralilo 
17Do-liJ12. and important Tho ivorlc is pailly lock-cut paitly cut-stone Tivd 
ships c.xn bo careened at a time and a thud basin is preparing The ivoik 
though costly bungs a cnnsideiablc rolnrii. Strangeis pay vciy dear fm 
liLeiLy to c.iiecn in these basins. When I nos in Bombay 1 saiv a ship 
of war belonging to tbo Imam of Sana which he had sent to Bombay 
solely on purpose to be icfitted.’ In August 1775 the traveller Poisons 
wiote 'At Bombay thcie is a dockyard laigc and well coiitiived with 
all kind of naval stoics deposited in pi oper w.irehouses, together with 
gicat quantities of timber and planks furiepairing and building ships and 
foiges for making of anchois as well as every kind of smaller smith’s, 
woik. Bombay boasts such a diy dock as peihaps is not to bo seen in 
.any pait of Em ope, either for sue or convenient station. It has tliice 
divisions and thicc pairs of strong gates so as to bo callable of 
receiving and lepairiiig thice ships of the line at one time as the outer- 
most ship c.m waip out and another be admitted in her place cieiy 
spiingtidu wicliont any intciruption of the woik doing to the second 
and inneimost ships, or both the onteimust and tho second ship can go 
Out and two others be received in their places witlioat hindianco to the 
woikmcn employed on tho thud or inneimost ship * In 177G Fnibes 
mentions tho three excellent docks In 178h-87 Eiancklm (Piiikei ton’s 
VuiMgcs, IX 236) speaks of Bombay''s splendid haiboui and cxiioUeut 
docks in which His ilajesty’s ships w’cro repaiicd lefitlcd and equipped 
And in tho beginning of the picsent century tho docks aie desciibrd as 
‘ sonicelv equalled for size or con vonioncc ’ So popular wero the docks 
that it had been found possible to niiso the original modest Rs 150 and 
Rs 100 to Rs 150 and Us 3a0 in tho tase »f liliiglish .ind to Its GOO .ind 
Rs 600 in the case of toicign ships In 1812 ILill (Voyages and 
'I'liivels, III 192) found Bombay tbo only pluco with docks laige enough 
f.ir the Illitili wus 

1732. In June 1783 w’hen the Hononi.ahlo Willmm Hornby was Govei nor, 

tbe Admu.tl .isked th,it either new docks should be made or the old 
docks should ho cli.iiiigcd The Bu.iid decided th.it the old docks could 
not be changed They thought .ns the liso audf.ill of the tide was gi eater 
tlicie than in the Bockyaid, Butchei’s Island w.is tbc best pl.ico for a 
diy dark Plans and estimates woic called lor ,ini1 sabinittcd luNovem- 
Lei 1782. 

ISOl-lSflC. No fnitbci .notion seems to base been taken, till, in August ISUt, at 

tho icquest of His Majesty’s Ministers tho Couit of Ducetois uiged the 
Bomb.iy Uoicrnmcnt to aii.ingc lor tho construction of a 7-1-gun m.m- 
of-w.ni. Cul.iba and Butcher’s Isl.uid weio examined for sites lor a dock 
siiit.ible for tbc construction of a 71-giiu ship On the 27th March 180.7 
Ills Evcclicnoy Admiial Sir Edward Pellew decided that tho only iiiopor 
spot was in the doekyaid par.illcl to the old dock Tcndeis wcic issncd 
on 1st May 1805 In June 1805 thc’Oovcinor the Honourable Jonathan 
Duncan decided that the dock shouli- ho begun and a contiact enteicd 
into with one Mul]i Naianji for Rl.' 1,20,811. In July this decision was 
reviewed with the result that instead of giving it to contract, the building 
of the dock was entrusted to Captain-Lieutenant Crosier of tho Engiuccrs, 
wlio, ‘with tho utmost regard to substantial strength and future national 
utility, w as to make a point of honour of kccpiiig within the estimate ’ On 
the 30th September the Maiiue Boaid nr^d tli.at the pi opoicd dock should 
bo extended fuithcr seaward to givc.ioom for nnothci dock t-.ipable of 
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iGceiving a sLip of the lino of the largest class that could bo expected in 
thohU s^is. The Marine Board urged that if n second dock was not 
built the cost of keeping clear the passage into the fust dock would ho 
Rs. 1800 a year. They urged the extension from motives of economy 
as one dam ivoukl do for both The cost of the additional dock would not 
ho more than Rs. 4-9,000. This suggestion was adopted (1th October 
1805), and the construction of a second dock was saiictioncil. On tho 
8th April T8UG the Superintendent of Marino dcliveicd a letter fiom 
O.iptaiu-Lioutenant Crozier saying tho cost of both docks would be much 
more than tho estimated Rs 1,69,811. The cost of both docks would 
ho Rs. 2,50,000 or Rs. 10,000 less if the upper dock was liiiished in tho 
rough and not with cat-stono It was also staled that watci made its 
way into tho dock under tho north wall. This leporb was so iiiis.it is- 
factory that in M-ay 180G Colonel Atkina was called from A[alab.ir and 
Captain Cowper liom Suiab and a committee was appointed to 
exiiiumo the dock. Tho couimittco’s opinion w'as most iintavouiablc. 
They considered tho docks planned on a wrong principle and 
excented in an improper manner. In consequence of this opinion on 
tho 4th of Juno C.iiit.iin Cowper was placed in charge of tho woik. 
He repoiiicd that to completu the tw'o docks would co.st Rs. 2,70,-157, 
and that tho work already done at a cost of Rs. 90,000 was an 
ohstaele and should bo removed. During tho laiiis the work 
remained at a stand. In Sopiemhur Captaui Cowper was ordcied to 
proceed with the Upper or Building Dock with durable coiistriietion. 
Captain Cowper was to perform the work ‘upon honour’ witlioiit 
proceeding further on tho original design until the first and most urgent 
portion of the work,' that is tho Upper or BuiMing Dock, was completed. 
On tho 23rd September the llonouvablo Board reconsidered the question 
of the Lower or Repairing Duck. As opinions were dividul, it uas 
arranged that progress with tho second dock should be stayed till the 
'Views of the Honourable Court of Directors woio ascertained. 

Captain Cowper began work under circumbtances of special difliculty 
His first stop was to- enclose* the whole of Oaptuin Croaiur’s m.isoiiry 
w'lth a ooller-dara, lo tho summit of which at high water spring-tides 
tho sea nearly approached. Before ho could lay a htono in execution of 
his own plan Captain Cowper had to romovo every parliulo of Captain 
Cvozior’s masonry. Tho two loading features of Captain Cowper's pl.iii 
wore the general use of vaulted arches and buttresses m consbructiun’ tliu 
piers, and the system of rabbotting every stone iu the exterior and interior 
burfaco oh the dock. By this rabbettiug .all chmks and cracks woi e avoided , 
and the dock walls woic as impervious as if how'n out of the liviu'' 
lock. ’’ 

In January 1807 Captain Cowper bad cleared all Captain Ciozicr’s 
‘ obstacles ’ and began the now work. Ho had four great dilliculties to 
face ■ the want of trained workmen,; interruption from springs, w’hieh 
required constant attention at alr"hoiir3 to repress and ultimately to 
coniino , tho extensive hod of rock stretching from tho upper dock to tho 
mouth of the outer dock so solid and hard, that it had to lie lomovod by 
mining , when his cutting reached below tho level of tho old docks, water 
oozed through the old walls •■and a oonbidcrahlo part fell. Captam 
Cowper made his now walls support tho tottering fabric of the old 
dock, which otliorwibe must have given way. 

On tho ->8th November 1807 tha-Upper or Building section of tho now 
dock was reported icady for tho reception of tho keel of tho 74. The 
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Appendix II. Prosidenfc Dock Committee wonldliave ordeicd the keel to be immediately 
Doc’K"! builder Jamsodji Bamauji being anxious to choose ’a 

1807 . ' fortunate day for that purpose and the astiologers having hxed on I’nikiy 
Doxl, Mr Money assented to Jarascd]i’s piopos.al. The Honout.able 
Tioaid preferied the old English lucky d.iy to the astrologei’s lucky 
day The Bombay Couriet of 2Gth December announced that the neu' 
dock was forw.iid enough to admit the laving of the keel of the neiv 
71, and that the cciemony of the SiUur Nail had been fixed foi Now 
Year’s D.sy, Tho Gotmi-t of 2iid Jannuiy 1808 Ims this paiagi.t 2 ih 
‘ While this papei is going to piuas, a Royal S.ilnte is filing as a signal 
that tho tiihei Nail has been diivcn in and united the stem and keel of 
the new Td. May,’ adds the loyal editor, ‘the e\er-during Indian teak, 
under the auspices of our gall.int tars, iii .il the gloiios of the British 
oak.’ A note in tho Annual Register for 18uS shows that tho n.imo of 
the now 7 1. was Mimlsn , th.it her Silier Nail was driven by the Governor , 
and that iii tho Govcrnoi’s honoui the dock was called Duncan’s Dock 
On the west end of the dock on a hlackcncd slab, about eight feet below 
tho pier level, these woids are caived . Tliisdock was executed during tho 
Government of tho Hououmblu Jonathan Duncan Esquire by Captain 
William Cuwpci of Engineers, 1807. 

Tho Upper Duncan Dock is 280 foet long 03 broad and 23 deep. Tho 
sides aio of fane out stone. Tho bottom h paitly masonry p.irtly lock. 

JSIO. The answer of the Honourable Boaid of Dircolois to tbo icfcrenco 

regarding cho outer or lepaiiuig now dock has not been tiaced. Wh.it 
its puipoit was is beyond doubt At all cost tho outer or lopaiimg dock 
must ho pi eased on On the 20th July 1810 tho Dock Committee 
nddrobsed the Government stating th.it as the ‘magiuhcent and impoi taut 
ivoik’ of tho new' docks was couiplutud, they l.iid before the Hououiablc 
Boaid the peculiar aud eminent merits of Captain Cow per, who planned 
and cxccnted the gieat undeiUking. All who visited the Presidency 
coiiaideicd the new docks an umiv.illed monument of piofcssional skill 
aud public utility. The committee plc.ided for a special luwaid to" Captain 
Cowper. The Honourable Board lefeiied tho question of spcckil rewaid 
to the Honourable Court of Oiiectors. The Lower Diintan Dock is 24d 
feet long 63 G broad and 23 deep. That is the total length ot the two 
docks is 532 feet. In 1811 before all the dock fittings wcio completed .i 
fui tiler sum of Rs 20,000 had to be spent. The tot.il cost of the Upper 
and Lowci Duncan Docks was thcicfoic n. 

Spent by Captain Crozioi witliout reluru . . . . 90,000 

Captain Cow per’a da.iilcil cstimato . .. 2,5 1,03 J 

Add for fittings and fiiubhings . 20,000 

Total . 3,Ci,0o2 

1S10-1S49 Since 1810, according to Maclean’s Guide to Bombay (page 239). two 
additions have been made to tbo Upp"r Duncan Duck, 30 lect lu 1845 and 
40 more in 18 19. According to'tlio Montbly Miscellany (page 209) both 
tbo Bombay and Dnncan Docks wore extended under the bupcrintoiidcnce 
of Captain Sir Robert Cliver in 1845 Theic is some confusion in tbeso 
statements. Tho lecords show that in IpH the Bombay Govcrninont 
proposed to widen the eutianco to the Lower or fStern Duncan Dock to 
6- feci, aud make culverts and sluices and cut a giooio in tho dock walU 
for a halt depth caisson to keep fonrtcon feet of water in the TJppur 
Duncan Dock. Tho estimated cost of those improvements was . wiflrning 
its. C0,3 jj, cmssou Ks. 13,000, total Ks. 73,355. The Couit of Dnoctorb 

t ' 
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appvovod those proposals. Afterw.avds in 1843-44 it was arranged to 
widen the Upper Dnnc.\n Dock and fit both upper and low’or docks with 
full depth caissons The revised estimate was : widening Es. 38,093, fall 
depth citiason Es 43,00ii, total Es. 76,Gfl8. These changes were approved 
and the work was pressed on On the 3vd July 1817, the impiovements 
u ei 0 complete and the Peninsular and Oriental Company’s steam vessel 
E> nijansa was hauled in for urgent repairs. The gates .md ports-locks 
worked very satisfactoiily and wcie highly creditable to Captain Estiidge. 
The cost pioicd Es. 37,314 more than the ei>tim,itc, that is a total charge 
of Es. 1,04,043 for the improvements This raises the grand total outlay 
on the Upper and Lower Duncan Docks as they now stand to E«. 1,GS,094. 
The Honourable Court of Directors were gratified with tbe manner in 
which the repairs had been carried out. They considered tlic result highly 
creditable to the professional talent and assiduity of Captain Estridge. 

Besides the five dry docks in the Government Dockyard there are three 
dry docks at J^lasgaon Of the three Mozgaon Docks, Mr. Uloth, 
Supeiiutendcnt, Peninsular and Oiicntal Company, and Mr. Turner, 
Agent to the British Indian Company, have kindly supplied the following 
details : The three Mazgaon Doclcs arc the P. and 0. small dock, tbo 
Britiah India Company’s dock, and the P. and 0 Ritchie dock. Of the 
three the P. and 0. small dock is the oldest. It seems to be the 
same as the Mud Dock at Mazg.aon which a committee appointed to fix 
a now situ for the Powder Works describe (Ifitb Jaimaiy 17G7) as 
to the senih of tbo best site for the Powder Mills and which is referred to 
in a Consultation of the 80th January 1776 as ground for a marine yard 
at Mazgaon Dock.^ Hamilton (Gazetteer, page 562^ about 1810 
mentions at MAzgaon a good dock for small vessels. In 182? m a 
correspondence regarding proposals for cnlai-ging and improving the 
l^Lizgaon Dockyard, reference is made to the basins near the dockyard. 
In 1359 when it bad been iii a ruinous state for many yeais, this dock 
was banded to the P. and O. Company, in whose possession and use it 
has since remained. 

The next in age is the British India Dock, 305 feet long 45 broad and 
23 deep, and supposed to have cost about Es. 5,00,000, This dock is on 
tbo sito of the British outwork, which in 1G83 was seized by Yakut 
Kluln the Sidi of Janjir.'i, and held by him for nc.irly a year. The dock 
was built about 1845 by Aga liLnhamiaad Eahim Shir.izi, a rich Persian 
mei chant. The P. and O. Company became tenants of this dock in i84G, 
and discontinued its use in 1870. Since 1870 this dock has been leased 
by the British India Company from its owner Saltan Nawaz Jang, a 
Haidarahad nobleman. 

The third ^lazgaon Dock was bailt by the P. and O Company between 
1S59 aud 1SC7. It is named the Eitchic Dock in honour of Mr. John 
Eitchio, the Supciiiitendciit tbo Company, when the dock was 
completed. The first vessel placed in tho Eitchio dock was the P. and O. 
Company’s ste.amer Itangoon, gioss tonnage 1776, drawing 15 feet. The 
original length of the dock was .390 feet. It has been twice lengthened, 
the second time in 1890, up to 49^ feet. The largest of the Company’s 
fleet Oceana, G363 tons gioss, has since been docked. , 

After the Eitchie dock, between 1869 and 1872, the Hog Island 
Hydraulic Lift was completed at a cost of about Es. 3,00,000. This lift 


‘ Pub. Diai-y 18 of 1767, 18: “ Pub. Dairy 09 of 1770, 33 
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n\ailn1]Iu for \ cssuh up to I'OOO tons, and bad 21 feet of natcr on tbo 
blObb at sprint; tides, 'fins lift proved n failuru pirtly on account of its 
distniiLu fiuiii JJoiiibiiy, partly l>cc.iiiso of the risk of btraiii to tliu \L"c 1 
lifted. After buiii;' under the lunii.igciiiL-iit of the P. and O. Company 
foi !iu\ct.i1 rents it censed to bo nsed and is uoir broken Up. 

Til 1G33, n Ill'll Danes nltli Ibc Dutch attacked Burnbay they found 
tno new frig.itea nut yet from the stocks nor fully ended.* 

Aliniittnelrc yem Liter (lti35), under a contention between tlio 
Poilugiicsoniid L'liglisb, piiiii.aeea nurc built for the Eiigliali at Dasscin.^ 

In ice'll tlio lliab dcapatcb after the tninsfer of the Island to Iho 
Coinpiny, eoiiliiiiicd llio pioiisiou th.it an armed lesscl of 180 toiu should 
bo at.itioiied iii Bombay to guard the island.^ 

Ill tlio line yc.ir Uirco small anned les-scla were built and Warnlck 
Pelt II na sent to Bombay to tc,ach sbip-building.* 

About 1730 Groso giies the folloniug debiiLs of tbo DoiiiLay Marine ; 
Till] BoniUiy mni iiic is cbicfly dii ccted against Angria. The Bnglish 
liulgallico built in I'jn'^lanil of the moA beanliful models tb.it ran 
be iiiiagliied cairyiiig .ibont 18 or 20 gnns, provided ivith o.irs of 
special sei vice in a calm. AKoafc.i gnibs, vessels of mncli the same 
burden, built in die country on the model of Aiigria’a grabs with proiis 
ivbicli seem best suited for carrying elmse guns, 'flic scbonie of Angri.i’s 
gunnel y II .IS chiefly to get into tbo wake of their enemy and nike him 
foie and aft. A kind of quarterniiistcr conducts the icssol till ho 
brings the masts of his chase into one, at iihich instant ho giies the 
ivurd foi firing and commonly does the greatest execution in the 
iigging after which they have the easier market of the vessel tlins 
ilis.ib1eil. Otliei'iiiso Angria’s grabs aro too slightly built to lay 
alongside of any ship ofthe least weight of metal. Tbcir great stress lies 
on those prow gnus ii hicii they manage to special advantage in a calm 
haling aimed boats to ton them .istern of the vessel they attack ii hicb 
for want of ninil cannot avoid tlicm. 

Of these aimed bo.its goIIliI yiilhala the Company maintains also a 
competent number for tho sen Ice of their marine, being not only of uso 
to oppo^o them to tho enemy but for pursnit or etpedilions in shoal 
natcr. Por farther strengthening of tbo naval force in those parts tbo 
Company occaoioiinlly st.itions ..t Bomb.iy some larger built ships from 
JSui ope, which for their supci lor iveiglit of nicLiI iiml gteatur diiCcuIty 
of boarding, especially in deep water, with anything of a comin.iiidiiig 
gale, have nothing to fear from those slight vessels, tbongh in a c.ilni they 
migiit gall and plague them snfKeicntly. aVll these vc-sela that formed 
the military marine of Bomlxiy iicre chiefly manned with Bngliah or 
Enrope.an dcscrteis from other nations and according to the exigency 
reinfoiccd with detachments of soldieis fiom tho land forces to serve m 
the nature of marines. 

These vessels wcic to gaaid the navigation of those sens and convoy 
the trada They iicic .also employed on sneh colLitcral services as pio- 
tecting the interest of iho Company or vindicating its honour where 
requisite within tho hounds of that Presidency’s 3 arisdiction n.s in tbo 
Red Sea, the Gulf of Persia, and the Bar of Smut. Towards dcfinying 


* Birilwooil’d Old India OiGcc Recor(l<i, 215 * Bnicc’s Annals, I. .“131, 

’Bruce's Annals, II 22C. * Bi nee's Annals, II. 211. 
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tlio charges of this murine, tho Company icquircd of all ihc trading 
vcs'suls, those of the other J^uropenn nations excepted, to take tho parses 
of the Bombay Government, lor which they paid so small a consideration 
that L never hcaid the least murmuring; tho mcichants being duly 
sensible not only of the benoGt their trade received fi'um the English 
protection, but that this contribution was far short of the cost of it ^ 

The Grst Bombay boat builders wcie tho Parsi family of Lauji or 
'■\Vadia from Surat. Except in so far as it was modified by English 
inQucnco Bombay ship-buildiiig w.is the same as Surat ship-biiilding. 
Of Surat ship-biiildiug Grose w’rites: At Suial they excelled m shii>- 
building. If their models were as Gne as English models they would be 
the best ships in the world for duration. They build to lUUU tons and 
upwards. But their naval arehitcctiirc hats something clumsy unGiiished 
and inartistic. Surat ships last much longer than European ships, even 
a century, because they arc so solidly built, the planks in their bottoms 
and sides being let into one another in the nature of rabbet work. The 
kiiec.s arc natural shape not wurped or forced by Grc. Teak as good as 
oak, and bottoms rubbed with wood-oil, keep plunks from dcca^*. They 
do not lannch their ships, but dig canals from the water to the stocks or 
what they call cradles. 

Snrat is not the only place by many in India whet e ships arc built but 
none as yet arc compuiable to them. Tho m.isliiig genoially used in the 
country ships ate poboon masts cliieGy fiom the Malabir coast. But 
for the cordage what is worth nnybhing must come from Europe. 
Their coir ropes, made of the Gbres of ('ocoanut husks, aic-, for either 
running or standing rigging, moie harsh and unbiactahlo than what is 
produced from hemp. I have scon vciy seiviceablu and largo eoir cables 
which in opposition to tho Euiopcan ones last much longer in saltwater, 
flesh being apt to rot them. Their anchors aro mostly European, our 
iron being much better and better worked. As to sails tliey aro very well 
supplied by the country manufactuio of cotton into a sail cloth called 
daugt I which though not so strong or Listing ns canvas, Holland’s duck, 

~ or vitry, is while m uso moro pliant and less apt to split thau they are. 
Eur pitch they have the gum of a troe which is called dammar not at all 
inferior to the other.” 

Their navigators are very indiOerent artists. Formerly they used to 
get Europdans to command their ships. Lately they make a shift to do 
withoat them having trained up to it somo of tho natives who may just 
servo in tboso parts wheie they seldom put to sen hut in' tho fair season, 
and where consequently they rarely meet witb-storms to try their skill. 
Their common sailois aie rather better in their class though wanting in 
the vigour e.\pertncss and patienco of fatigue of Europeans. Sometimes 
they come to England where they arc miserable objects of chanty.'^ 

About the same time, 1750, Grose thus describes Angria’s Fleet : His 
fleet consisted of grabs and galivats vessels peculiar to that coast. Grabs 
are of two classes, two-masters up to- 150 tons and thi’oo-mastcra about 
300 tons burthen.' They aro broad in proportion to their length and 
draw little water. They narrow from the middle forward whore instead 
of hows they have the prow' of a jVIcditorrancau galloy covered with 


■a 

1 Gio:ic’s Voyage, , * Grose’s Voyage, 1, 107 - lOO, 

“ Urobo’b vpyage, 1. 109-110. 
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a stroll'' deck luicl with tlic inaht dick of the leascl and .-epai.ited from 
il by II bulk-licsid. Ah the jjnib pitebta Moleiilly nlu-ii a.iiliii;' .igimiat .t 
held hca tlio pron bidea .iii. open ao tli.it iho ■w.iiei' paascs t.iaili oIF. Oii 
Ibi: iii.iiii dtik uiJiliT Ihi, fuitcaalle .ire inuunlcd Iau ]iiti.i-a uf Laiiuunof 
iiiiii. or livchu iKuiiidci'a jiointiii" fiuuaid thiuugli purt-bulca ml in this 
bulk-ill 111 niid liriiig uicr tbopioii. Thu l.iiiuuii on ihu broiulsidu aiu 
liiiiii i>i\ to iiiiio jHiuiidLia. OiJii.it.a are l.uiie rowbo.ila built likegi.iba 
but hiiuillLii huldoiii over wjiciili tons. Thrj h.i\u IViO iii.ista :i sliylit 
1111/011111.1^1 .ind .1 blroii^ niuiiiiiust bulimy .a l.nyc tnaiiyiil.ir anil 
ITiiilj or City stout o.irs tiiu bend iliLtii iit ii i.itu uf four iiiilca .in huui- 
&3UI1IU I.iiyu yalu .ala b.ive lived decks on mIiilIi tliij mount fioiii -.iv 
to oiyht pioLca of eraiiioii from two to fuui pouiiilLis G.iliv.als .ii-o 
••eiieially covered with spur decks made of split b.iiiiboi .3 ciiiiying only 
]ii,lturaiu(.h lived on swivels iii the gunnel uf the viaaeh. 

WIicii lie niLaiifc to attack I.ir^u mid alrong ve-'cla AiigrI.v yalhered a 
licet of eight or ten yiaiba and foity to fifty galivats crowded with ineii 
and laid in wait in buinc poit or Iwy. M'licii a l.iigo vesbcl canie in night 
the beats slipped tlieir iiiblch .mil put to sl.i. If tlieiu w is a bree/i! tiny 
oveilook the cli me fur ihuy vvuio fiint bailers. If it w-.m c ilni the g.iliv.itn 
Winked their oarb and towed out the giabs When within guimliut uf 
the uliabc they g.vtlieied belmul he*r and the gralih waiting till the tliice 
masts ot the vcbbul weic in hiio filed their pioiv gnus If the elume w.is 
ilisiii.isied they ciiinc nt.vicr and bidteied her on .lU bides till she stuick. 

It the dcfeiico was stuidy a number ol galivnts with two or three 
iiundied men in each siuiouiided the bhip and bo.iidud her on all sides 
aw Old in li.ind ^ 

Of Iknnbny ahii'b between 1 TG 6 and I 7 T 0 Forbes (Or. Jluin. 1 . 131 - 151 ) 
writes* Ncai tliolmiboni wcie three e.vcellent dockb and a spaeious marine 
yaiil amply biipplicd with naviil stores of every debeiiplioii. Ifeie they 
bnilil vessels of .ill si/es, fiom a ship of the line to the smidlesL giabs .iml 
gidivnts employed in tlio Company’s set vice. The tiuibe>r nsed is eliiclly 
teak, the must valuable uf tbo oiient.il loiest woods and luoie dui.iblo 
than tlio oak. Tho mastei-builduis .iinl shipwrights of the Pitsi tube 
uie vciy skilful and cv.iet luntatois of the best modula fiom Euiope - 


* lipi-u’s Voj sge, II 21 i - Jl I 

' llc';.iriling Ihutriili: of Uuinls) (ITGb - 1770) Torljcs lOr Mem I Is,*!- ISl) sdils 
Uoiiibiy iv.is then one of the tiTst warts in liulei iml emiili.jeil i gn it number ut 
ves-els lu its ivtcnsivc coiuuicrcc liasn, M.e-Vat, Orniu/, iiid utlier purls in tlie 
rursuin gull fiiniished its uicrcli.ints with pe iris, r.iw' silk, Carin.iiii,i wool, d lies, 
lined flints, rosiwater, ulliir of ruses, and lui cral other prodnetioiis Aribiasuji- 
plie'd Iheni with cullec, gold, drug:., and honey, .t number of slops .inuniUy fie'iglit- 
cd with cotton .iiid bullion to China returued Iidun with tc.i, ■-ag ir, pmcul uii, 
w riiught silivs, nniikccus, and a v amity uf n-uful and oruamcut.'il .irticlcb from Ja\ i, 
M.il.icea, biiini'itra, and the c istcm islands they- brought spieus, aniliergris, purlume.-, 
■irriik, and sugar The c.irgbc's from Mid,ig.'iscar,_the Couiorro I-Ics, Mu'auibiiiiie, 
iiid other ports on the cistern co,isc of Afnea eousisied cliiclly of ivory sKiics iiid 
drugs , while the dillorent parts uf Inilw piodiiccd cottuu, silk, mushu, pearls, dia- 
miiiids md every precious gcin, to'gcther w ith iiuiy, S'lnd.ilwuud, iicppur, c.\ssM, 
cinii.imiin, and other luMirics This v,iliiablc couiuicrec tv.is c.imeil on by vc-scls 
behiiiging to the Europe lu .iiid nitivc iiicrch intv settled ,it Duiub.’iy tut illy lude- 
]>indeiit .Hid uiiciiiincctcd with the triilc of (he East Imli.i I'uiiip.iiiy . 'fhc exports 
cuiisistud of English woolleu cloths of every description, with copper iron leid 
iind olhe-i Euiuiiuaii st.iplcs piirchn-ed 'at the Cuinpniy s siles by the ii'itiic 
merchants both at Borahay .ind Irom the continent A great de il of cotton inip'irted 
in boats from Surat, Uroaeb, Ahmcdabad, and .lambusar, w vs shi]iiicd in laigu W 
vessels .it Bombay foi M.itlTas, Beiig.il, and China, 'jlic Portuguese from Oo.v j 
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About ITT!) the ti’a\cllijr Parsons loft tlicso notes regarding Bombay 
ships • Near the dock is .i coiivouicnt place to gr-iyc suvcial ships at once 
ivhicli lb done as well and with ns great expedition as in any dock in 
England. Ships built at Bombay aio not only as stiong, but as Iiaiidsoinc, 
and as well fiiruishcd as ships built in any part of Europe. The tiinbci' 
and plank of which they arc built so far exceeds any in Euiopo for 
dm ability that It is usual for ship-, to last lifty or sixty years. As a^ 
jiroof of this [ am infoimcd that the ship called tho ffoi/iAii/ grab, of 
2-1 guns (the second ni size belonging to the Company’s niaiinc), has been 
built iiioi'o than sixty yeais and is iioiv a good and strong ship. This 
liinber and plank are peculiar to Indii. only. The best on this sido of 
India glows to tlic noith of Bombay. Wbab grows to Uio south, on the 
co.ist of M.iluhar, is however very good and great quantities ot it .iro 
brought to Bomha}’. It is called tiek and will last in a hot climate longer 
than any’ wood whatever. The Company’s maiine on the Bomlxiy' estab- 
lish incut are more than twenty in number ; tho lAigcst of winch is the 
Utivenije mounting guns, 2U of which are 12-poiiiu1cis. The second is 
the liotnhaij grab. The remainder are from 16 to 6 guns, and as there aio 
several little pimtical states botli on tho north ns well as on tho south 
coast of Bombay, the coasting trade could not be earned on in safety 
without being convoyed by such vessels belonging to the Company. It 
is usual to see 00 or 80 coasting vessels sail between Surat and Bombay 
eouvoyed by one or two of these vessels * 

As regards tho time of year when ships pat to ara Paisons notices ; 
Ships belonging to tbo natives of this pait of India (from tbo Oiilf of 
CUmbay to C.ipo Comorin) do not venture to sea in tbo south-west 
nioiisoon. They have a method or rule which the Hindus pietuud is 
known only to their Bidliuiaus, to discover when the iiiousooii is over. 
'Wboii Uiut period arrives, the chief ot the Bidhimins attended with 
others of Lis ti ibo and multitudes of othei* people go in religious pomp 
Ironi the p.igod.o. to the sea .shore, where, after the peifuriuaiice of a 
icligions ceremony, he tliiows into tho sea with all his lorco a gilded 
coeuaniit. Gieat rejoicings are then made and they have hbcriy to go to 
sea with tlioir ships and ovoiy other kind of vessel, 'riiis they novor 
will Venture to do until tho coeuaunt i.s tluowu wliich happens citlior 
the latter cud ot October or atleubt hefoio tlio 10th of Novomber iii every 
year. This ceremony is not peculiar to Bombay J it is used at ovoiy 
town and port along the sea coast - 

In 1786-87 Fr,ineklin says : They build all sorts of vessels. Tbo 
woikers arc very ingenious and dcxtcious not yielding to our best ship- 
wrights lu England 

In 1788 Eennell (Memoir on Map of India, 180-181) speaks of the 
iinpardoiiable negligence ot delaying to build teak ships of war for tho 
Indian seas Ships of war under third races constructed in India with 
moderate repairs last for ages. A ship of Eiiiopcan coustruetioii can 
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Siiii’s, 

1775. 


Faiii Ss.\sok, 
1770. 


Ships, 
17S15 87. 

1788. 


D.imau and Eui ope earned ou a trifling tiade with Bombay. But the Fi on cli Dutch 
and Danish ships buldum touched tbcic. The Amciicaa lutercouisc with India was 

then III Its infancy, 

> B.ii sons' Ti.wolsiii Asia and America (1803), 2M-215. 

• Par-oiis’ 'i’l.ivelB in Asia aiul America (1808), 2, 3. Comp.uc Gioso (Voy.igo, I 31), 
1750: The black nitrchants have a supoistitioa not to send then vessels to sea mi til 
after a fcstisal on the breaking up of tho rains when tlicy throw into tlic sea a 
euuseciated, gut, and oniaiucatcd cocoauut. ® Finkeitoii'a Voyages, IX. 23(5. 



BOMBAY TOWN 


LHistoiical 


526 


Appendix II. 


Bomd^y Siiirf, 
17o0-1857. 


icniain ihoio bat n. few yean. The tibipa built at Bumbay arc the best 
both 111 pome of ^\oikmaniihip and mateiinls or any that are conali acted 
in Iiidiii. Althoagh foaith lates only arc mentioned there iii no donut 
but third rates m.iy be constructed. 

The following statement, pi cpaied fiom details collected by Captiiii 
"W. Barker, Indian Navy, late Superintendent of Maiinc, Bombay, shon!> 
that 207 ships vcsacU and boats varying from 23 to 2208 tons wcie built 
ill Bombay bet Keen the opemug of the Doekjaid in ITSi-tib and the 
year 1857. Of the2G7 there were thiity of moic than lOl'O and of these 
four of moio than 2000 tons The lirat steamer built in Bombay »as in 
1820, the Ilwjh Lindsat/ of 411 tons, and the fii&t boat made of iiou 'nas 
the steam vessel Flauel in 1840. The details are : 


Bombay Ship*, 17JB~17S0. 


^u 

Year. 

Kainc« 

Clika 

Tuns 

Guns. 

M\U- 

nal. 

Remarks 

1 



Drake .M 


hchooucr 






1 



Success • 


Gnii . 






3 

17 17^ 


l*rillCL \l1.,UbiU4 


bhl)> 






\ 

17Tn- 


Itc*>onrei 2 


Cnb ^ 






S 

1739 . 


llomlia) M 


Do. 






li 

1740 


SUCCCbS • 


GalU> 






7 

17H . 

. 

Dcfcuco • 


Kdeh 






8 

1747 . 

■ M 

Vi'dro 


Grib M 


mm 




9 

174'J . 


Kobit 


Ship 



• 



10 

17-0 . 


Douiltt> 


Fn.;atc 






11 



Jlirj 


Ship . 


»m 

M 



l!i 

17S1 . 


IiiiUm Qutia 


Do 


mm 


, 


U 

1753 • 


Paiiii} 


thm 






H 

17S1 . 


ItUCIlM 


0*U 



IG 



15 



iHSlo 


Bam . 






JC 



Kiiphratcs ^ 


Vo 




* 


n 



SUGCcbS % 


GCIe/ 


» p 




13 

17li4 . 


Rc&Uiratiun 


Slop » 




J 


19 



\> alLicc 


Do 


•m 




20 

17b7 . 


Go>criior • 


y iciit 






21 

1708 


Priiiccfetf Aiisv'U 

Gnb 



IJ 




If 


I’rinccss 1(04 al 


Do 


VT 

IJ 



h 


UuiiUr 


Ship ^ 






ji 

i7ib . 


(IriUitli 


Do 






Si 



Alc^udcr 


bbip .• 






JO 

1770 . 


&I.1 


Cavtcr 



.. 



27 



Shallow •« 


Ketch 



. 



28 



rhanix 


D». 


* 




J9 



&)rcii 


DOo 


• 

,, 



J} 



l^olfc 


Di> 


• 




J1 

1772 . 


Britannia 

•mm 

Ship 






JJ 



Louisa 


Dm. 


• 




J) 

1771 ■ 


Ru« d Charlotte 


Do. 






J1 



mey • 


Do 






33 

1775 • 

. 

B) mo^Tc 


Do 




— 


SO 



Delta 


^IIOW 


mw 




37 

177G ■ 


Indiutry _ 


bcRooncr 


14D 




J8 



^Gr1)udc]1 • 


Vo 


... 


M 


iO 

1777 . 


Su allow 


locket 


SiK) 




W 



Brazil «- 


SiKfW 


rr. 


mmm 


a 

1778 M 


Aniuhilntc • 


lDo 






4J 


_ 

Bcnodoltn ^ 


Do. 






13 



Banthcr ^ 


Schooner 


ISl 

U 



41 



BnUiinuc >« 


bhip • 


747 


. 


13 



bca Uursc 


Tilok Vessel 

- 1S3 




IG 



Mtmiaid 


Do. 


, , 




4i 

17^ 


lIcrmiDia • 


Ship 



• 



M 



Dekneo 


Lii.rca,oBuit' 

ltf9 




49 

V> 

If 

— 

Intrepid • 
Iloroby 

— 

Fcnouiicr 
Ship • 


• ' 

ID 



SI 

lfM» 


Milfonl 


Do 


C53 




u 

1787 


Cornu iIJis 


Snow 


• 




53 



Jotaanua « - 

mm 

Do 






u 



Jiy . 


Do. 


70 




53 



Shaw Ardtnbccr 


Ship M 


EGj 




30 

1758 


C3reno 


Do. 


' 




57 

17^9^ 

, * 

luhax 

, , 

Do. 

J 




CiOFt in Ihu FrciM.h_ U ir 

6S 

f> 


&haw UMichcr 


Do 






59 

II 

“ 

Kiu^ George 

• 

Do 

... 

' 

• 

- 

burnt in the China Sjci 
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AND ISLAND, 


Boinbat/ Shipn, 17S0 -1814- 


No 

Year 

N.unc. 

Class 

Tons 

Guns. 

Mate 

rial. 

IleninrliS. 

CO 

1789 


Buniancaii 

Sbiir 




Lost In the Calcii tt i Rie er 

G1 



llutiiiali 

Do. 


u. 


Lost 111 tlio China Be i. 

CJ 

IT'K) . 

• 

IiOuJlu Family 

Di). a 

Old 




(S3- 

1702 .. 


banfi 

DlJa 

033 


a 

Ia>st 111 tlio Freiieh VV'ar 




Bum 

Do. • 




Sold III 1603. 

GS 

17uJ •• 


Stroiiibolo .. 

Ketch 

08 

12 



GO 

ti 

a 

DoinUay 

Fii'3-ita 

G3I 

12 

• • 

Atteruanis 11. M. Ship 









Ceylon. 

OT 

II 


Antulopu 

Brit; 

W) 

12 

••• 


OS 



Fly . 

Do. 

170 

a 



0<J 

II 

. 

Upton Cabtlu 

Do. 

bio 

••• 


Burnt at SaUBOr, ICtli Feb 









1617. 

TO 

1701... 

• 

Hooitlily 

Pilot Vessel 

110 


•M 


71 

It 


AliLfLiomby 

Do 

1)7 

*a 

a 


7J 

1703 . 

• 

.llbirt „ 

Brii; .. 

8-1 

12 

»• 

Lost m the year 1708. 

73 

1707 . 

a 

Abia 

Ship . 

730 


••a 

Suld. 

71 

17'iS . 


Coinut . 

BriB 

111 

10 



7G 



PIiillip Dunil IS 

Pilot VeSaCl .. 

187 




70 

II 


Bcaliby Ca.tlo 

Ship . 

1210 


... 


77 

1700 . 

a 

Tuiiiiimuutli 

Do. 

261 

18 

••• 

Condemned In Rangoon 









War. 

73 


a. 

Lon] 2Iornln3ton 

Do. 

138 

24 

••• 

Sold ub Public .Viietion. 

70 



KaiLnsruo , . 


1013 

a 

a 

Sold into II. 2f SeriiCL 









and called the Camel, 1801 

bO 

II 

a a 

Scrlii!,apataiii 

Do. 

33C 


t • 


81 

ISOO 

a 

UorimallM , , 

Da. 

13t>3 

a 

• 

Solil into II M. Sen ice 









111 1601 and calledAcLhar. 

82 



IV illiam . , 

Do. ... 

301 

•«» 

a a 


at 

1801.. 


Yiu.Iit for Clo>(.m 

YaUit 

82 

• . 






niLnt. 






31 


a_. 

Tbrnatu 

BriB • • 

2(10 

10 

• 

Sold at Public Aiietion. 

8'i 


•• 

isuppiy 

Water Boat .. 

07 




80 

• « 


Da% Ilf Scott 

a a 

74') 


. * 

Sold in England. 

87 

1802 .. 

a 

Ta3bii\ 

a a 

737 

•M 



88 

180) . 


Tack hgiao . 

LiijiB icBoit 

101 

• • 

• 


60 



AIo\aiidir , 

bill)) . 

710 

• 

« • 


(SO 



Cbnrlutti' ... 

Do. 

073 


••• 


01 


a 

J uuca bibbaltl , 

Do. 

010 


a 

Sold 111 Ensland and 









called Dons. 

03 


a 

Cambrian . . 

Do. . 

705 




Ut 


a 

Estuiiibulo • ... 

Do 

111 

,,, 


Sold to an Arab. 

01 

1801 

a 

Adi Raiuior 

LiiRBaBoDoat 

102 




00 

1803. . 


I’tmcc ol Wales . 

Ship 

1)8 

11 


Bold at Public Auction. 

‘10 


«ii 

Fict . 

FriBatu 

873 

30 



'37 

1600 . 

« 

llurcury . 

Bhiii . 

183 

11 

« 

Condemned in RaiiBuon 









War. 

03 


a 

Nantllas 

Bri-f . 

MV 

11 

_ . 


O') 


• 

b)lpb 

Seliaoiitr 

78 

0 

. _ 


10) 

1807 .. 

a 

lluiinrva . , 

Ship . 

230 

10 



101 


a 

Salictto 

FriBatc 

bbsl 

30 



103 


a 

Bombay 

Ship , 

1126 

maa 



10) 

1608 . 


'Iliommi CrcnMlIe . 

Du. 

SSO 

,_a 


Indiniimn, now (1821) In 









6 ICO Trade. 

lot 

1S09 

u* 

Ch tries Grant 

Do 

12Vi 

a 

fTf 

Iiidiiiiiu), Dliina Ship. 

103 



Aurarc 

Do. 

217 

Wj 



100 



Vestal 

UriB . . 

130 

11 


Condemned In Rsiibooii 









War. 

107 


aa 

Anti a . 

Do. 

100 




103 

1810 . 

••• 

Psyebo 

Do. 

160 

12 

, , 

Suld at Public Auelion tn 









an Arabs 

100 



Tlietis 

Do 

18'i 

12 

iT* 

Cundeiiiiied from Soriioe 

110 



Vlinden 

Ship . 

1031 

71 

a 


111 



Balcarras , , 

Do. 

llUU 




112 

1811 .. 

a 

Jliiieriu 

Do, .. 

035 

a_a 



113 



Abeicroinbio 

Do. , . 

1381 

at. 

111 


111 

It 

a 

Hannah 

Do, . 

157 



Sold in EnBlmid. 

115 

1812 . 


Ann 


788 


a 


11b 


a 1 

llorctordshiio 

LuBBOSODoat 

1379 


trt 

Built (or 11. C Service. 

117 

1813 .. 


BuRalnc 

’ eg 


u* 


118 



Nerbudds . 

Prow. . 



MB 


119 



Tapty ... _ . 

Do. ■ 





120 

II 

a 

hm-id 

Tirabiirebip . 

G69 



Sold at Public Auction, 

131 


■ M 

Comiiallis ' 

• 

1767 

71 



100 


• • 

Eliza 

Pilot Vessel , 

■189 


a. 


131 


a 

Cceilia 

Do. . . 

101 




131 

1811 

•t 

Thames 

bUBKaBc Boat 

102 


a 


127 


• 

Victor 

Sloop. • ' 

381 

13 

BIB 


120 



Carolina 

Ship .. 

675 


■ BB 


127 

II 

• 

Flora. 

Pilot Vessel. . 

180 

• 

... ■* 
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Bombai biiirf, 

I73t>- JSj7> 


Botahatj Shp^, Wli-ISM 


\o 

Yior. 

Nainci 

PlAhl 

Tons 

Guii^ 

irati 

rial 

niimrlir. 

123 

Ibll . 

Guide 

Pilot VlsslI 

ISO 




IJD 


So]jhi\ 

. Do 

1%) 


a 


i.#a 

Iblj 

Tun,Ii 

^ Light Vefibu 

111 



Conicrtcil into Xlirlioiir 





“ 



llacitere Deput it Cil 








CUttl 

131 


\\ eIIi.o1c> . 

Ship 

1715 

7C 





2Scb n 

SIOUP a 

3^5 

1^ 



H3 


llngantino • 

Do 

S2U 

10 



nv 


'sphinx a 

1>» 

339 

li 



[3i 

ISIG 


W*i^r Boat 





IJO 



Light Veb&kl 

172 



SoM In 1S33 and eillcd 








.tile Bright PI ineta 

137 


Caintl a 

Stoop 

229 

10 



U? 

n 

.Viiinhitrtu 

Inpafco 

IbU 

35 


. 

11!) 



Ship a 

13 IB 




11U 

is'l7 


PiUitVeSdLl 

ll-O 



Sold at Calcutta in ISO** 








andcalte-d William 

It] 


VlImIIC aa. 

Ship 

1707 

71 

• 


U2 


Tniicoiiialic aa 

Fn^tc 

IdOi 

dS 



IIJ 

1819 

Malaibair 

Ship 

lUit5 

74 



144 


bcriiKriiutiin 

6ntritc 

1152 

33 

a 


115 

1819 

JailO a a 

Pitot VluoI 

170 

a 

a a 


Iki 


Allnm 

Fn irate 

mi 



• 

147 

IbJO 

Vii'il'int 

atrminl Bolt 

72 




14i 

1821 

Hahtln^^ 

Ship of W ar 

SCO 

24 

■a 


I4'» 


Uonibai 

Gun Boat 


a a 



i:o 

Ih'l 

flaiii;e3 • • 

Ship 

22.^ 

74 

% 


151 

132-2 . 

PailtiinriH 

bluop of \\ IT 

l!)2 


■» 


1<J 


lludainscar 

Friir^fo 

Ubl 

40 



1*1.1 


^*'au^arl a 

Btij 

Ikl 




1>I 

1321 .. ' 

hlpliinstana _ 

Sloop of war» 

3s7 

19 



15*1 


A* X • • 

ship . 

2269 

SO 

a 


I'lo 


Calt^onia • 

Do. 

742 




157 


Cairmoiit 

Do. 

323 

a 


haft m tho China Sci, 








ls23. 

IW 

1835 

imhent 

Sloop of IrVnr 


18 



15^ 


Seihurat 

Pitot Vessel 

165^ 




luo 


5I( rxDJid 

Do 

tba 


m 


101 

ISiii 

CIno 

Sloop of War 

4J0 

IB 



102 


Li^crpuol 

Ship 


71 


Frcseiitefl h^ the Imam 








to King Willitiu IVa 

1C3 


5(fii]nt SUi^art 

Do. 

Oil 






Elpliinstone 






lU 

1327 

COUtC a 

•a • 

120 

18 



loi 

1838^ 

Tanni m 

Fatinnr 

u 




IrO 


JJliiraa 

Do 

57 




1C7 


Euphrates 

Bn^ ol AVor 


10 



IGS 


lJuuibaj a 

Ship 

2255 

b4 



lun 


llorinu^ji Romonji 

In. 

5-»# 



Lost in China Su. 

17U 


Sir Cliorlcd Ala) 

Da 

6G0 






coliii. 






171 

1529 


Brig of \V*ira 

25d 

10 



X7J 


liujh Lind«a/ 

Sieiaxncr 

111 



Tlie first Stciuier built al 








Bui ibij 

173 


Rryal Ti jcr 

Schooner 

UO 

1 



174 


AnilromM 4 

Frigate 

llbO 

10 



175 

l&U . 

Calcutta •• 

^hii> 

2203 

64 



iro 

1632 , 

Shanoon 

Schooner 

67 

4 



177 


Lari c f Garc 

Ship 

901 




173 

1&J3 

Enparcl 

Water Boat 





I7i) 

If 

Do , 

Waxi> Boat 





IftO 


Sultana 


51? 




Ibl 


J'UllSctjl JLcJlbllOJ 

Ship 

55 J 



L(»st at Quilon in ISJG*!?. 

lai 

, 

TnoSiatciS • 

HriB . 

• 277 


• 

For a Baiai la Uercliant 

IsJ 

ISJI 

Talc 

Echuoiirr 

w: 




181 

1S35 . 

^lrbu(M^ a 

CotGr 

49 

q 

» 


185 


Marjnrtt • • 

Do 

Cl 

3 



ISu 


3iaMa%a • a 

Do' 

23 




lb7 


Caidiio a. •- 

Do". 

27 




IbS 

II 

Moi tnoj 


, , 


• 

Forrlicr Indus 

IbS 


Taptcc 

Pilot \ c»3el 

179 




100 


NaiiMiry 

JJriB • 

179 




101 


La(l3 Grant 

Do. 

239 



For the Opinni Trmlc 

lOJ 

•1 

Sir Uiruirt Comp- 

Shi^ . 

' 319 






ton 






l*(i3 


Bombay 

Schooner 

C3 




194 

TS5S a 

Ardo&ecr • • 

Clipper 

422 




105 

II aa 

3i>hu bkniin^ • 

• 

sit 


• 

VJ 
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No. 

Year, 

Name. 

Class. 

Tons. 

Cans. 

Mitc- 

nals 

HemarAs. 

I'lO 

LSSO . 

Meg[na 

Pilot Vessel . 

201 




157 

ir 

8 .iu:;or 

Do. 

200 




153 


Krishna 

Do. 

200 


a a 


199 

!817 . 

Rajasitlian ... 


GOO 




J09 

.833 . 

Caicri . 

Pilot Veascl 

200 

-*a 

* 


QUl 

.. 

Colleruon 

Do, 

200 




103 

.820 . 

Mai} Gonlun 

• , 

350 




3U3 

L810 Jan. 

Yieturia 

Steam Vessel. 

714 


Wood 


101 

.. T?cb 

Planet 

Do. 

3iS 


Iron, 


JOo 

„ Miy 

Batelitc 

Do. 

3 IS 




i:nu 

II Si.pt 

MeOn-a • ". 

[udua Steamer 

422 

aaa 



307 

„ Dec. 

An idnc 

Do. 

422 




303 

iSll Jan. 

AncAIaml , , ... 

Steam Vessel 

OIG 


Wood 


2U9 

:S13 Feb. 

Semirainis 

Do. I . 

1 U 21 

a a 



JLO 


Coal Hoat No. 1 , 






Ml 


Do 2 


• • 




31J 


Do. 3 




* 


213 


Do. 4 , 






Ml 

„ March. 

Colabah 

Light VcEscI 

158 




■MS 

1 , Dec. . 

Coal Boat No 1 for 


91 





F« A 0 Goa 






219 

1813 Mareh 

Do Ntr. 21 ., 

sea 

81 

aaa 



217 

„ An:;, , 

Mud Boat 


200 




313 

Stpt . 

Hat Do, No 2 



aaa 

[ron 


310 

II Do. 

Co il Do No. 5 


01 


Wood 


220 

1841 March 

Do Do No 9 

• a a 

91 




221 

„ April 

Bridge boats lor 

• 

aaa 


aa* 



toDte. 

Sciiide 






323 

.1 Sept . 

Napiei , 

Mdns Steamer 

145 


Iron. 


223 

•1 Nov 

Coiique-ror . 

Do« 

259 


a 


321 

„ Dec 

ACeance , 

Do. 

203 


a* 


323 

1815 Jan. 

Sutledgo , . 



a 

a 


23a 

II Oct 

Beeas , , 

• « « 

aaa 


aaa 


327 

II Do, . 

llaice . . , 






22 S 

,1 Nov. . 

Gaplor 

Buoy Vessel. 

at* 


Wood 


"29 

1840 Mir, .. 

Coil Boat No. 1 






2.10 

1 , Oet. . 

IVater Do No 1 




• 


2J1 

II Not , 

Coal Do No 2 


a a 


aaa 


232 

1817 Jail. 

Bteaiiier to receive 
Hugh Lindsay’s 
engine. 

• 

500 

taa 



233 

‘ 2)1 

II Dec. 
1813 May 

CualBuatNo. 3 
liioo/ 

Steam Vessel. 

llio 


Iron 


233 

.. bciit .. 

Pilut Bo it No, 8 



a a 

Wood 


339 

1810 Mil 

Coil Do No. 1 






2)7 

11 Oet . 

IJereiiicc 


biC 

*a 

a a 


233 


Pilot Beat 




a* 


339 

1830 Teb, 

Nrrbudda 

Sebooner 





240 

„• April 

FiTO Bo'its . 






241 

II Dec , 

Coal Bo it No. 5 




a 




Indus 

Indus Steamer 

623 


Iron, 


213 

„ Fell. . 

Jlicluiii 

Do 

ITO 


a 


311 

313 

219 

,1 Apnl 

1 , May. 

,, June 

Filklaiid , 

Zeiiobia . . 

Chen lb 

Do 

Steam Vessel. 
Indus bte uiicr 

1150 

lUOl 

490 

• 

Wood, 

Iron. 


217 

1852 Jm. 

Coll Boat No 7 




Wood 


318 


Customs Pilot Do, 

• « a 



a 



1 . 

No J 






310 

,, April • 
„ iiay . 

Sebonnci 

a 



, , 


239 

L uly F ilkland 

Steam Vessel 

, 153 




251 

- 1 , Oct.. 

PllcifcjSO'ltXo. 1 , 


• 1¥ 




‘252 

;; Dec 

Hat Do. 

Cursetji . 

205 


• 

4 

352 

1553 Noi. 

Fulklind 

Sloop... 

404 




251 

II Do 

Liglit VesAl 

49 

taa 

laa 


253 

1 . Dec 

Augustus ,. 

Schooner , 

111 


a 

. 

238 

1851 Jui, 

HitDthur«e‘l 

, , 

271 


• • 


257 


Pilot Boat 






‘23S 

’ Ifor 

Ass.ije 

Steam Vessel 

1800 


Wood, 


239 

.1 Noi. 

Puiijiub 

Do. 

1800 

aaa 



2G0 

1853 June 

Georgiana , 


00 




301 

1 . Oct.. 

riiiilj ‘ . , 

PilotScIiooncr 

00 

a a 

aaa 


2 o 2 

II No\. 

Geol inai 


?13 


• 


2 M 

291 


Goieriior’sBargo, 
Adminl’a Barge 

4 

a 

61 

20 

aa* 

a « 


2 Gb 

1858 May . 
1557 Jan. 

Cli ulotto 
pilob Scuodner^^o. i 

Pilot Bchooncj 

167 

a a 

a 


207 

1 ' '* 

Careu Bo it .. 



aa* 

ai* 


* 
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AppeadiS 11. Tlio following st.-itement compiled in 1824 by Sfr. Obarles Eeya, 
SniPPiNoloErAii Attendant, Bombay, shows the number of aiiivals and depaitules 

isoV.-is^J^ of slupd and vessels for a period of eighteen yeaio from 1st January 180C 
- to 31bt December 1823 : 


Bombay Shipjnnj, ISOO - 1S3J. 



Hi; 'Uojc.stya 
8bipa iim 

Bntteh Mcn!h.|nt 
6h,p3 imd 
Vtbatls. 

Fumun Ship, 
and Vutsels 
ot War. 

Furtizu Tridinf 
Fliip. and 
Icsbild 

Oiand Total. 

rear. 














. 




»3 






•a 



ra 






*3 



-J 



•a 



•a 

o 



•a 

j 

•- 




5* 


s 

wi 

£« 

*3 

H 


2 

& 


i 


g 

J 


■< 

a 

H 

< 



< 



■< 

S) 

gi 

< 

a 

fri 

I^IOO 


r.t 

CA 

111 

111 

£rf2 

3 

o 

7 

■•5 

23 

b3 

131 

]e5 

soil 

IsuT 


23 

10 

110 

lit 

231 

3 

3 

U 

21 

31 

1'2 

17J 

171 

317 

l9US 


iiU 

72 

lU 

111 

221 



1 

17 

b 


103 

15a 

wJb 


21 

21 

a 

iia 

12U 

2U 

T 

1 

7 

10 

lb 

2li 

159 

liii) 

213 

I'ilO 


11 

•21 

103 

02 

201 

u 

i> 

1 

15 

10 

mJ 

1j2 

1.2 

231 

lall 

■*2 

17 

.0 

ou 

no 

201 

1 

1 

ii 


22 

59 

lr8 

lU 

soo 

laiJ 

10 

yj 

rll 

121 

lid 

210 




20 

21 

41 

131 

132 

-07 

lalJ 

10 

li 

j.» 

111 

lls 





11 

u 

27 

1J5 

no 

275 

lalt^ 

0 

b 

17 

103 

1^)1 

2011 

1 


1 


1 

0 

UD 

IJi 

»JJ 

lall 

«» 

11 

20 

01 

!>2 

l-*3 

1 

* 

3 

11 

0 

20 

112 

114 

J2i\ 

liitU 

0 

11 

i£a 

so 

•»1 

101 

> 


> 

li 

S 

10 

1^ 

115 

an 

lal7 

o 

10 

12 

113 

113 

JU 

1 

X 

3 


lb 

4I 

117 

131 


Ibla « 

g 

w 

13 

US 

133 

2ao 

1 

1 

2 

» 

11 

bl 

103 

1&>0 

't3 

ISiU 

11 

Q 

20 

IJI 

117 

231 


% 

2 


22 

13 

170 

IS] 

U1 

isju 

T 

10 

IT 

UT 

IbJ 

070 

1 

2 

2 

21 

23 

12 

iil7 

213 

111 

llrJIl 

J 

3 

1(1 

170 

1&. 

' 1-0 

3 

3 

0 

ii 

11 

25 

102 

1S5 

J77 

lej.> 

10 

r 

IT 

lA! 

123 

213 

1 

1 

8 

J?. 

ii 

13 

133 

157 

313 

l&iZ 

1 

7 

11 

11> 

113, 

210 

3 

> 

1 

m2 

2.> 

15 

in 

1.3 

270 

tutal 

21J 


701 

.'lie 

2133 

1-31 

32 

3 > 

no 

1T3 

232 

700 

.'S21 

£702 

3307 


M.\^gao.s Mans 

■UOCSE, 

1703, 

»eaiij ciguieencii century sepi vriutcn asJicu to servo as a marKlor vessels 
sailing up and down the liatbour To this old Mazgaon Maik House a 
Bombay letter to the Comt. dated the 7th STovcmbcr 17.18, lias tbe follow- 
ing retcrence The old Ifatk House on lllzg.ion hill uas plundered 
of all tbe timber and plank by the late supposed piopiiptois who 
damaged great part of tho walla to get at tbo timber, and tboreby 
brought tho house to a very luinous condition. This ruined bouse Mr. 
Thomas ByfelJ pioposed in .» Consultation, tho aSid of May 1758, 
to ht up at bis On n expense foi* an habitation to live in proiadcd we 
would permit him to alter the building in such manner as ho might think 
pioper and giant him a Icitsc of it and the bill on nhicli it stands for 9U 
ycais. To this wo agreed on Lis engaging to vibitewasli the trout of tho 
housc annually as usual to continue a maik to the shipping coming in or 
going out of tills harbour. Wetbeicfoici3suedauoidcrtotho\cica- 
doies and jii/iutui US to survey the bill and repoit wliat yeaily lent Mr, 
Byfeld ought to pay for it and in agreement with their report we cb.iiged 
Mr Byfeld Rs. 23 a year.^ In 17(il (April -Ith) Government further 
, intimate The i enter of fho Mark House utMizgaon has been acquainted 
that it shall always bo incur power to dcstioy-it conformable to your 
Honouis’ commands.- 


Besides tho hght-houso on Colaba Point and certain of the Cohiba 
tombs which were used as bind marks for ships entcriug and leaving the 
barbaur, a bouse on Mozgaon bill known as the Mark House was m the 


_f1 _• 1 w V"I 




^ ’ Pub. Dtp Lctttpj to the Court Vol 5 of 1758, ISO-lSl Pub. Dniy 31 of 1733, 
-Pub, Dtp. Letters to the Court Yol. 8 of 1761, 63. 
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In addition to the Cohiba light-hoiiso which also served as a signal 
honsc, in 176G a signal house was established on Malahdr Point • In 
their letter of 2oth November 17GG, paragraph G5, Government write to 
the Court : It being represented to ns that a signal house erected at 
the point of Malabar IIiU, in the same manner and under the Siimo re^u- 
-iutioiis us thut ftt Old Tl^onian^s islundj would bo of g^reui purfci- 

cularly in time of war, we have ordered ono to ho erected there. The 
expense mil not exceed Rs 209G-2-50.^ 

With a view to improve the light of the Colaba light-house, on the 30th 
Juno 1797, the Court of Diicctors write: Being of opinion that some 
improvcment-miglitbo niade in the light-houso at Bombay we obtained 
pci mission for Cajitain Tasker, our lato master attendant at yonr 
Presidency, to inspect the iilans of the lights exhibited on the light-houses 
in this country. Captain Tasker having stated to ns that upon inspection 
of the rcflcctoia used at various light-houses on the coast of this kingdom 
under the immediate oiders of the Trinity Board, in order to form an 
ojunion of their nse and application for the lighi-honso at Bombay, ho 
docs not hesitate to pronounce them far the best in principle ho over 
saw and cxtroinoly well calculated for the Bombay light-house. NVo havo 
cbcieforc ordered a frame with a complete sot of icllcctois and lamps to 
bo shipped on tho Selvcdei'O. At the suggestion of Captain Tasker wc 
now desire that the lanterns at picscut in tho light-house bo so altcicd 
that the reilcctois occupy the space fiom north-north-west by west and 
south to east-south-east or twenty points, and that tho spaco fioin cast- 
south-cast to north-noith-wcst occupying these points be glazed. Wo 
send numbers in tho packet of instiuctions for hxing tho iron work for 
tho lamps and rcflcctois, also insti actions for tiimming the lamps, and a 
few copies of the rules oidcred to bo observed at tho light-houses under 
the mauagemeiit of the coi-poration of the Trinity House. Wo likewise 
send in the same packet instructions framed under our orders which ivc 
dcsiio may bo particularly attended to. The rellcctors being very apt 
to become dim from the smoko of tho lamps we diicct the transparent 
cocoaniit oil only ho burnt in the light-house at Bombay, as tho jmgoly 
and other oils in general use aio very productive of lampblack aud 
consequently very uufit for this uso.- 

In lejily to the ahoio on tbo 23rd April 1798 Government write : 
The superintendent of tbo marine Las been farnisbed with a copy of 
theso orders for his infoimatiou and guidanco in respect to tho 
improvement of tho light-houso as dii-eclcd.^ 

Ne\t year on the 29th January Government further write : On 
receipt of the icflcctors foru aided by your Honourable Court on 
boaid the Bdvedcie for the use of tho light-house, the Buporintendent of 
marino was called upon in conjunction with tho civil architect to 
examine how far it was advisablo to apply them to tho lamps at present 
in use. It appearing in their repoi t to us that the lantern was not 
fauilioiently laigo t6 lender this practicable, wo have ordered a now one 
to be b’uilt on tbo present light-houso on a moic extousive scale for this 
pni’poso. An estimate was framed by the civil aichitcct amounting to 
Rs. GG53-3-C1, and tbo whole of tho work in its thus improved state was 


Appendix II. 


SIXLADia Point 
Signal Houst, 
17GC. 


CoLVUl 
Ligut Hou^e, 
1797. 


1798. 


1799. 


« Pub. Dep. Lettois to tlio Coiut Vol. 13 of 17CG, 208 
s Pub. Dep. Courfc’B Letters Vol. 11 of 1796-1799, 139 ■ 111. 
J Pub. Dop. Lettcis to tho Couit Vol. 33 of 1797 - 1799, 211. 
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ISOO. 


Wj.ll h.ii 

lS 2 d.ls 7 .‘. 


il t<> lij c'(imiiluii:il by thii lOlti ribruiij* ITPi*, during v.huli 
lui' n.iliiiiio biiriiiii^ 'ki (.kui^ liour b.ticbi-oii hub^litutcil 

for till] I'OMUlU lit in tin* nlhti^. A 1 it.> n [lorl, hokkukir, by thu 

ui\il ii>i.'lii(i L't, of wbiL’h kti) li iio till] liuno'ir to I'lu io''! a i. up/, 'ipjirl-i <1 
111 (.Iiiiw fiirtliur mit>'ii iN .t''o .iiill t«.<piiri.il ir-iin ilurupj and p.irticubily 
tfl'ki-ei 'ki"l (topper {r.utk(.( \<bu'h atu it itu.l not to bj ]iiui.uriLl(] iiuiL. TliJ 
lij'htuii',!' roniiiiittor ii<itie<<l in tho oivil .iiithittitt’i lottcr ii k< ordeiid at 
tlio rccoiiimuiid itioii ol tbu niip.rint>.i»li'iit of niirinu. The ootistiuclii.if 
nitil pi loiiii^ of till I .otuH uUo to b-.i I'ti lided N.itli ilitlmulty , iilicefuiL* 
it juiir Ifonoiiralili! tJuurt iiUoiiM I'j pIo.iiJil to tliinl: it iintL i.try wc 
iLquuit to bit litniliil} fnniidii'il Milli i>iiu of tlio I'.iinenjion i iitipiiTi t1.‘ 

In mply to tbo abo.u o*i tho -ath Aiii;ii=i ISuO the Court h lito to 
Boiiibiy. 'file cniidiK-'or I'wbeen icit by llio iv.iy of Ilun^-il. 'Iho 
copjK'r trimo not h'.iin.; is on I'oi iLiUly in tiuu- to bo -out by a. sliiji of 
Kilt fit iiuii ft ill bo foiftOiiLd on one ot the hist ihipi of tb'‘ nott lO-.-oii, 
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